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rilEFATOJlY  NOTE. 

Mv  friciid,  .Tii(li,'o  Pi-owsc,  lias  asked  mo  to  introtliicc  in  a  few 
pi'd'atory  words  tlu^  important  colonial  history  on  wliicli  ho  has 
for  so  many  velars  boon  oni^-au^od.     TIkto  is  roally  notllill^•  I'or 
mo  to  do  hnt  to  conduct  liini  down  to  the  footlii-'hls,  and  then 
to  retire  with  ti  how  to  tlu;  .uidienee.     His  own  introdnction, 
a  succinct  (>ssay  on  the  development  of  oiu-  earli<'st  colony,  is  a 
(locumont  tlu!  iniportar,   ,  and  the  iiuerest  of  which  should,  as 
it  seems  to  me,  render  any  oth'-r  preatnhle  ([uite  iinnecessarv. 
Yet  I  can  but  bo  toucbed  by  the  kindness  of  his  invitation, 
Avhich  stirs  ancient  memories  In  me,  ami  if  I  accede  to  if,  it  is 
not  from  personal  complac(Micy,  but    becaus{}    an   ohl    Tamil v 
tic  with  N<'wfoundlaiid  compels  mi!  to  a  pious  interest  in   the 
colony.     I  write  these  few  words  because  1  aiu  siuv  that,  wer<' 
ho  alive,  my  dear  father  would  rejoice  to  (h)  so. 

In  the  early  years   of  this  century,  Pooh*,  in   Dorsetshire, 
uhero  my  people  lived,  was  abnost  an  offshoot  of  Newfouiul- 
land.     It  Avas  the  Eni'-lisb  ])ort  and  emporium  of  the  colon  v, 
and  eacb  owed  to  the  other  a  ij^reat  part  of    its  prosperitv. 
Xothinf,^  could  b«;  more  natural  than  that  the  lads  of  Poole 
shoidd  look  to  start  in  life  at  8t.  John's  or  Harbour  Grace. 
Thus,  in  fact,  more  than  one  member  of  my  family  did  start, 
and  in  particular  my  father,  afterwards  so  widely  kno\vn  as 
Philip  Henry  Gosse,  E.K.S.     One  Sunday,  sixty-ei-ht  years 
ai^o,  as  tlio  bells  were  rini,nn^  people  to  church  in  Po()l(>,  lie 
was  carried  away,  Avitb  a  sinking  heart,  to  a  countini^-house  in 

/     p.  272U.  1) 
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CarboiKviv.  I  nocd  not  rci)oat  the  twice-told  t;il"  of  liis  inno- 
cent adventures  there.  As  will  bo  I'enienihered,  it  was  in 
Newfoundland  tliat  he  hei^an  his  zool()ii,ieal,  and  particularly 
his  entoniolo<j^ical,  Avork,  and  the  colony,  as  I  have  reason  to 
knoAv,  has  not  heen  fori:?(»tful  of  her  earliest  imturalist. 

In  ]s;»j  my  fatlun'  left  Newfoundland,  and  soon  aft(n'wards 
tlu5  other  niemhcrs  of  my  family  also  returned.  We  went  no 
more  a-rovinuj  on  these  cold  western  s(>fis.  But  down  to  mv 
own  childhood  th(5  mystery  of  Newfoundland  was  preservcnl  in 
the  English  lionic.  K(\2^s  of  cranherric^s  and  of  delicious 
capidin  arrived  from  Harbour  Grace  as  ])unctual  as  tlu^  seasons. 
A  i>Teat  oil  paintinu*  of  tli(>  port  of  Carbonear,  more  topo- 
graphical than  artistic,  perhaps,  more  consciiMitious  than 
iiosthetic,  hmig  in  a  sitting-room.  Cases  of  insects,  charts,  and 
family  stories  kept  alive  the  colonial  sentiment,,  and  our  house 
in  Devonshire  Avas  a  tiny  plantation  of  Newfouiulland.  It  had 
been  my  father's  Avish  and  hope  to  revisit  his  old  haunts,  but 
his  crossings  of  th(»  Atlantic  Avere  not  to  ho  repeaii  d.  In  his 
later  years  he  anxiously  collected  all  that  thrcnv  light  upon  the 
antiquities  of  Newfoundlaiul,  and  it  is  pathetic  to  mc  to  realise 
Avith  Avhat  ecstasy  he  and  my  uncle,  ^Fr.  William  Cosse,  Avho 
survived,  at  a  A'ery  great  age,  until  ISl);*,,  Avould  have  Avelcomed, 
Avould  have  devoured,  Judge  Prowse's  admirable  and  exhaustive 
lustorv.  It  is  in  their  nanu^  that  I  come  forward  with  these 
brief  prefatory  phrases. 

At  a  fortunate  moment,  I  think.  Judge  ProAvso  has  brought 
out  his  chronicle  of  the  most  ancient  and  the  most  unfortunate 
of  our  colonies.  lie  has  found  his  material  in  records  Avhieh 
ar(^  many  of  them  entirely  unpublished,  and  h's  book  is  an 
original  and  Aaliiable  contribution  to  early  AnuM'ican  history. 
'Vho  sorrows  of  NeAvfoundland  have  at  last  awaken(>d  the  sym- 
pathy of  tli(^  motlun*  country,  and  I'higlishmen  wcvr  nev(>r  so 
ready  as  they  n(U\  are  to  learn  more  about  its  inliabit^mts.     To 
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road  tho  oiisuiiii,^  pa,o;os  is  to  study  a  record  of  extraordinary 

strui?i,dc  and  vicissitude.     Xot  now  for  the  first  or  tlie  dozenth 

time  is  Xewfoundlaiul  in  a  foi-lorn  condition.     Frost  and  fire, 

tlie  ca])rices  of  cod  and  wliale  and  seal,  have  reduced  lier  in 

past  years,  no  doul)t,  to  a  far  lower  ehh  than  we  find  Iier  in 

her  present  emharrassuvents.     She  has  suffered  much,  and  her 

Ideographical  position   requir(>s  that  she  should   always   stand 

prepared  for  snlfeiin-.     iJut  her  s[)irit,  we  love  to  think,  is 

indonu'tahle,  and  if  her  natural  resources  are  liahle  to  collapse, 

they  are  not  less  liahle  to  sudden  and  hiilliaut  revival.     It  may 

be   that   before   these  words  see  the  lij^ht,  her  fortunes  Avill 

onee  more  be  in  the  rapid  ascendant.     The  perusal  of  Jud<'e 

Prowsc's   book    can    hut  increase   tlu;   number    of   those  who 

cordially  desire  that  it  may  be  so. 


ED:\[IJND   C0S8E. 


London,  March  1S<),'>. 
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INTRODUCTION 


This  work  is  an  atti'inpt  to  describe  liow  England's  first  colony, 
Newfoundland,  Wiis  founded  and  developed  ;  to  show  the  influence  of 
its  discovery  on  the  niakincj  of  England,  ^[y  plan  has  been  to  cite 
ct)nteinporary  documents,  for  the  most  part  hitherto  uni)rinted. 

Newfoundiaiul  occupies  nearly  the  same  position   in  the  new  world 
that  Britain  does  in  the  old.     Stretching  for  out  into  the  Atlantic,  the 
nearest  part  of  North  America  to  Europe,  she  became  the  half-wi.j- house, 
the  stepping-stone  between  the  two  continents;  by  her  shore  ])assed  all 
the  great  discoverers  and  the  flowing  tide  of  European  emigration  which 
peopled  North  America.     Here  Eiigjand  flrst  obtained  a   foothold  in  the 
new  world,  and   laid    the  foundation  of  her  Colonial  l<:iiipire.     For  more 
than  one  hundred  years    Newfoundlan<l    was    Britain's    one    and    oidy 
Colony;  her  trans-Atlantic  fishery  the  sole  link  that  loun.l  Europe  t<i 
North  Amei-ica.     This  large  tra<le  was  the  nursing  mothei-  of  England's 
maritime  greatness  ;  the  long  dangerous  vo\-ages  to  the  new  colony  made 
her  a  nation  of  seamen.     In   this   new  Island  of  the  West,  Engbshm.'n 
ruled  the  land  oidy  by  constant  flglits  with  foivign  flshermen  ;  here  they 
learnt   to  measure  their   strength  with    the  Bretons  and  the  Bas(pu's. 
The    cod    fishery    was    the    training    school    for    the    conquest    of    the 
Invincible  Arina.la,  a  much  earlier  training  ground  than  the  buccaneering 
and  channel  roving  to  which  Mr.  Froude,  in  a  recent  article,  attributes 
oui-  maritime  supremacy. 

The  gveat  English  historians  ignore  altogether  the  part  Newfound- 
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greater  England  in  the  new  world,  find  no   place :  fortunately  we   have 
th.'   testimony   of  Raleigh,  the  greatest  statesnum  of  his  age,  that  the 
"  Newfoundland   fishery  was   the   mainstay  and  support  of  the  west 
"  counties"    (then    the  great   maritime    centre    of  England);   "that 
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''  successful  attack  on  the  Newfouiullaud  fleet  would  be  the  greatest 
"  iiiisfortime  that  could  befall  Eiif^laiid." 

Ucgiuiiinif  ill  a  small  way  in  14!)8,  yvnv  by  year  witnessed  the  rapid 
growth  of  this  Newfoundland  business,  the  jiccunmlat ion  of  wealth,  the 
constant  building  of  larger  ships  ;  curried  on  almist  by  stealth  h\>\n  the 
West  Country  seaports,  it  is  only  by  brief  references  in  the  chronicles 
and  Acts  of  Parliament  that  Ave  can  trace  the  development  of  a  great 
industry,  which  niU'it  necessarily  have  had  immense  influence  on  the 
maritime  prosperity  of  the  lesser  England  of  the  Tudor  age,  when  the 
burthen  of  the  whole  Royal  Navy  was  less  than  the  tonnage  of  a 
modern  tiist-dass  cruiser.  The  mo  t  remarkable  part  of  this  story 
is  the  supremacy  and  control  exercised  by  these  proud  beef-eating 
ICnglishmeii  over  the  great  host  of  foreign  flshermen  on  the  Island. 

The  liistory  of  their  most  ancient  Colony  should  be  of  interest  to 
Englishmen  ;  not  onl)'  does  it  contain  the  story  of  the  dawn  of  English 
colonisation,  the  foundation  of  our  Colonial  Empire,  the  gr.idual  develop- 
ment of  England's  naval  power,  it  also  throws  new  light  on  contemporary 
annals,  and  is  really  an  important  minor  cha])ter  in  the  history  of 
England.  In  the  policy  pursued  towards  our  Island  we  see  reflected, 
not  in  a  glass  darkly,  but  clearly  deflned  and  i)aralleled,  the  character- 
istic moods  of  the  "various  English  sovereigns,  and  t'.ie  rule,  or  rather 
misrule,  of  the  Home  Government.  The  (juaint  old  chronicle  of 
Weymouth,  in  which  the  Mayor  has  recorded  his  intiTview  with  the 
King  about  securing  the  Js'ewfoundlaiid  fleet  against  the  attacks  of 
the  Turkish  pirates,  gives  us  a  vivid  picture,  a  complete  coi'j)  d'tril, 
of  Laud  and  his  soveieign. 

To  the  early  American  settlers  Newfoundland  was  the  [larent 
Colon}',  a  meagre  and  liagg;ird  kind  of  mother,  yet  for  all  that  she 
saved  the  ancient  Colony  of  Virginia  from  semi-starvation  by  a  timely 
cargo  of  flsli.  "When  the  New  York  settlers  flrst  tried  to  establish  a 
lishery  at  Sandy  Hook,  it  was  to  this  Colony  tliey  ajjplied  for  ap- 
])liancesand  men.  The  same  Devonshire  adventurers  a\  ho  traded  to  and 
colonised  Newfoundland  Mere  the  flrst  to  make  a  similar  attempt  in 
New  England.  The  Newfoundland  trade  was  by  far  the  greatest  English 
enterpri<e  in  America  up  to  1(J.'J0.  1  have  (luleavoured  to  show  the 
close  connection  between  this  ancient  Cohaiv  and  the  vouiii''  Eu'diih 
settlements  on  the  continent- — the  t..t>ry  of  early  struggles  and  mutual 
aid  between  Newfoundland  and  especially  New  England. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  from  14U7  to  the  j'erniiiiient  settle- 
nient  in  Virginia  and  the  landing  of  the  I'ilgrim  Fathers  in  1620, 
Newfoundland  was  the  only  Colony  and  the  only  possession  in  North 
America  occupied  and  governed  by  Englishmen ;  this  period  of  over  a 
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coiiiury  is  coini)letuly  overlooked  hy  American  lusturiaiis,  as,  only  Avith 
rt't'Lavuce  to  tlio  discovery  of  Oabofc,  does  it  concern  the  early  history  of 
the  American  Coloniis.  At  another  period  from  1713  to  17(i3,  fn»m  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht  to  the  TiVc.ty  of  Paris,  there  wei-e  virtually  only  two 
Enidish  Colonies  in  Aiueric  ..Xewfoundiand,  and  the  cimtinental  Cohmies, 
the  nucleus  of  the  present  United  States:  the  history  of  the  trade  and 
intercourse  b.'t\veen  these  two  British  possessions  is  set  forth  in  these 
])a<fes.  Very  little  attention  has  been  paid  to  this  subject  by  American 
wi-iters  ;  the  I'ec  mis  show  how  early  in  our  histoiy  the  parent  (Jovern- 
miMit  bee  uue  jealous  of  New  England,  her  industries,  and  her  growing- 
trade  with  Newftnuidland. 

The  history  of  the  Colony  is  oidy  very  partially  contained  in 
printed  bjoks;  it  lies  buried  under  great  rul)bish  heaps  of  uni)ublished 
records,  English,  Municipal,  Colonial,  aud  Foreign,  in  rare  pamphlets, 
okl  Blue  Books,  forgotten  manuscripts,  old  English  newspipcrs  and 
magazines,  and  in  the  political  tracts  of  the  eighteenth  century.  The 
accounts  of  the  defence  of  St.  John's  against  D'lberville,  and  the 
gallant  tight  of  Captain  Holmaii,  are  from  affidavits  made  beibre 
Devonshire  justices,  tl  ;  latter  to  get  tardy  payment  from  the  Crown 
for  the  powder  expended  in  defending  the  Colony. 

I  have  atteiiipted  to  reconstruct  the  tnn  history  of  Newfoundland 
from  these  various  tlocunients,  to  bring  to  life  again  tlie  dead  and  buried 
memories  of  the  men  who  m  ule  the  coiuitry,  to  recount  the  doughty 
deeds  of  the  old  Devon  s  lilors  who,  against  tnanendous  odds,  retained 
this  island  for  England  without  the  slighte.-.t  help  from  the  Crown. 

There  is  no  mention,  even  in  the  latest  works  en  the  Colony,  of  the 
Act  of  Henry  Vlll.,  of  Peckham,  Mason,  N'aughan.  and  Treworgie,  John 
Downing's  writin;4s  and  appeal,  the  early  intercourse  with  New  Ei)gland, 
the  maps,  plans,  and  views  coutainel  in  the  British  Museum,  the  first 
Chief  Justices,  the  irruption  of  the  Bermudian  planters  Avith  their  slaves 
into  the  Bank  fishery.  The  new  infonuation  contained  in  this  vobuue 
is  the  principal  reason  for  its  publication  ;  my  chief  difficulty  has  been 
to  condense  the  great  mass  of  MSS.  1  have  collected  into  reasonable 
c(jmpass,  and  gi\'e  due  proportion  to  eadi  periiii  and  subject. 


The  history  of  Newfoundland  may  be  roughly  divided  into  lour 
great  epochs  t»f  nearly  ecjual  duration : — 

The  early  or  chaotic  era.  fiom  141)7  to  IGIO,  when  the  Island  was  a 
kind  of  no  man's  land,  without  hnv,  religion,  or  govt'rnment, 
i're(piented  alike  by  English  and  ibieign  tisheinieii,  only  ruled 
in  a  rouj-h  wav  by  the  reckless  \alour  of  Devonshire  men,  half 
pirates,  ha'f  traders. 
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Tlie  Fisliiiif^  jAdiiiiral  periol,  from   1(»10  to    JTll.a  disinal  time  of 

Htnitfi^lo   botweon  the  colonists  and   tlie  western  adventuroi's  or 

sliip    fislioimin    from    England.     This    may    also    bo   designated 

the  colonisation  period. 

The  Colony  under  Naval  Governors,  1711   to   182.');    the   advent  of 

the  first  resident  Governor,  Sir  ThonuivS  Cochrane, 
The  niodciii  era,  the  struggle  fur  autonomy. 

K)r  the  early  part  of  the  sixteenth  century  oui"  Rf)Ui'ces  of 
in'ormation  iu-e  meagre  and  often  misleading;  this  is  due  mainly  to  the 
fact  that  iid'onnation  about  the  subject  of  our  earliest  history,  the 
iisheiy,  was  no  doubt  kej)t  secret  by  the  traders  for  fear  of  the 
Guvernuient. 

The  geneial  view  of  all  Avriters  has  conse(|Ucntly  b.'eii  that  England 
had  neither  lot  nor  part  in  the  great  fishery  duj'ing  the  first  half  of  this 
century.  I  h  ive  endeavoured  to  show  that  the  evidence  contained  in 
the  Acts  of  Henry  VIII.  and  Edward  VI.,  referring  to  an  established 
tisli  trade  in  Newfoundlainl,  the  references  in  llMkluyt  of  Parkhurst 
and  Hayes  to  the  ancient  lule  of  tlie  English  over  Spanish,  French  and 
Portuguese,  the  decline  of  the  Icelandic  tisheiy  from  Bristol  and  the 
West  of  England  innuediately  alter  the  dUc  'very  of  the  Ntw  World, 
and  the  lower  prices  realized  for  cod-fish,  all  go  to  prove  that  Eu'^lish 
fishermen  continuously  visited  Newfoundland  from  tlie  very  earliest 
time. 

In  the  ]"eign  of  Elizabi-tli  the  dark  curtain  which  conceals  the  doings 
of  iMiglishinen  in  this  wild  island  of  thf  \vest  is  drawn  nside  for  us 
Viy  the  indefatigable  Hakluyt  and  Sir  CJeoige  Peckham  ;  Me  get  a  vivid 
pi.ture  of  the  grand  function  which  heralded  the  arrival  of  Sir 
Humphrey  Gilbeit,  the  feudal  ceremony  of  the  rod  and  turf—  a 
ceremony  and  nothing  more;  Gilbert's  visit  had  no  influence  whatever 
on  the  future  of  our  island. 

The  trui!  story  of  this  ill-fated  expedition  has  been  nio-t  ingeniously 
misre])rf.sented  by  nil  historians.  Hayes'  narrative  shows  that  (Jilbert; 
came  to  .\(  \vfour,dland  not  for  discovery— its  t-hores  were  then  as  well 
known  as  the  Devonshire  coast;  his  real  oliject  was  to  obtain  supplies 
from  our  c  ipital,  which  was  even  in  tlio.se  days  a  f^ri'at  iiitet  national 
trading  port.  The  bold  foreign  policy  of  Elizabeth  showed  great  results 
in  Newfoundland  ;  the  ^'panish  fishing  fleet  of  two  liuiidied  sail,  which 
Peninsular  historians  declare  was  manned  by  .six  thousand  seamen,  never 
visited  our  shores  after  the  defeat  of  the  Armada. 

The  second  pc^riod  opened  auspiciously ;  (Garble  and  others,  ably 
supported  by  Bacon,  pressed  Raleigh's  ])olicy  on  King  dames.  Shrewd 
Loudon  and   Bristol  merchants,  after  making  a   hard  bargain  with    the 
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Scotcli  nioiiJircli,  laiil  the  fcMiiidation  of  tlie  fii'st  oHiciiil  colony,  known 
us  Jolni  Guy's,  at  Cuper's  Cove  in  KilO.  Avintocratic  adventurers 
followt'd  ;  th'  eccentric  Sir  Wni.  Vau^lian,  D.C.L.,  author  of  "The 
Newhindcr'H  Cure,"  a  stranyo  mixture  of  religion,  poetry,  and  husincHS, 
Ecttlod  at  Trepassey;  Haynian,  a  still  nioi-e  fantastic  colony-founder, 
froverned  Guy's  plantation  and  wrote  "  Quodlihets,"  a  curious  medley, 
from  Harbour  (Jraee.  Then  came  the  enlightened  Lord  Baltimore,  the 
learned  Lord  Falkland,  and  the  rou-h  (/Id  adventurer,  Sir  David  Kirke. 
TIr'  rude  cohniial  life  did  not  suit  them  ;  they  had  all  to  contend  against 
the  fi^'rce  hostility  of  the  Devon  fishermen.  As  colonists  they  were  one 
ami  all  rank  failures  :  the  real  work  was  done  hy  poor  Wi'st  I'ountrymon  ; 
no  hardships  daunted  their  heroic  souls,  they  elung  to  tiieir  homes,  an  1 
their  sons  and  duugliteia  grew  up  to  love  the  wild  country  of  their  birth, 
Tlie  first  settlements  were  made  by  small  (k-taclied  parties  of  Englishmen 
known  in  the  island  parlance  as  "  winter  crews,"  wlio  remained  on  the 
coast  to  cut  wood  k)v  building  houses,  flakes,  shiges,  cook-rooms,  and 
boats  for  the  spring.  A  shore  Hshery  requireil  their  services,  and  from 
the  records  I  think  it  is  evident  that  there  were  such  residents  living 
on  the  east  coast  lonjr  before  the  arrival  of  Ouv  in  IGIO. 

Our  hist  try,  as  it  proceeds,  throws  a  vivid  side  light  on  the  character 
of  the  various  English  rulers  as  we  see  them  reflected  in  their  Colonial 
policy.  The  most  nuirked  contrast  is  between  the  honest,  intelligent, 
and  statesmanlike  administration  of  Cromwell,  when  authority  was 
maintained  and  settlement  encouraged  by  his  Governor,  John  Trev.-orgie, 
and  tile  corrupt  rule  of  the  secon<l  Charles.  At  this  pei'iod  of  Etiglish 
hi.story,  the  first  f;:lse  .step  was  made  by  the  English  King  selling 
IMaeentia  to  the  French  to  form  a  settlement,  and  surrendering  the 
imposit'on  of  five  per  cent,  which  had  been  rigorously  exacted  from 
i'oreign  fishermen  in  Newfoundland  by  former  English  rulers.  Out  of 
this  infamous  transaction  begins  the  endless,  evei'lasting  French  Shore 
(juestion  :  an  irritating,  inisolved,  international  difficult}',  which  has 
largely  helped  to  make  tl"s  poor  Colon}',  in  the  Avords  of  Lord  S.disbury, 
a  land  of  "  historic  misfortune."  One  morning  in  the  summer  of  1002, 
to  the  great  astoaishnient  of  the  English  inhabitants,  sobiier.s,  guns, 
men  and  women  were  landed  irom  a  gieat  French  ship  in  Placentia 
Harbour,  and  the  town  garrisoned  and  fortified  against  their  only 
enemy  the  English  ;  thus,  without  filing  a  shot,  France  took  pos'e.ssion 
of  the  fairest  portion  of  the  island,  our  bitterest  rival  was  lodged 
within  our  gate,  ready  to  destroy  us. 

In  1076  t!ie  Commi.ssioners  of  Trade  and  Plantations  were  biibed  by 
the  Devonshire  adventurers  to  issue  the  older  removing  settlers  from 
the  Colony  and  de-troying  their  houses  and  plantations.     But  for  the 
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hiiinaniiy  of  the  Commodore,  tho  illiistrious  Sir  John  Burry,  aiul  tho 
vigour  aiul  ability  with  which  John  Downiu;^  prosecuted  his  appeal  to 
tho  Privy  Council,  all  tho  inhabitants  would  have  been  ruined.  As 
late  as  the  beginning  of  t!iis  century  there  were  deep  lamentations  from 
the  West  of  England  mei'chants  over  tlie  failure  of  this  ruthless  j)olicy 
of  extermination.  It  was  probably  the  war  with  France,  and  the 
necessity  of  defending  the  Colony  from  attack,  that  preserved  the  poor 
settlers  from  destruction ;  the  victorious  march  of  D'Iberville  with  his 
Abjncupiis  through  the  Colony  obli^ifi'd  Enj^'and  to  send  out  ships  and 
men  to  drive  away  the  enemy ;  admirals  and  gi-nerals  on  the  station 
declared  the  Colony  could  not  be  defended  without  permanent  settlers, 
and  so  the  West  Country  proposals  to  depopulate  the  island  were 
eventually  defeated,  W^e  tind,  however,  that  the  peinianent  settlers 
increased  and  multiplied,  notwithstanding  haish  laws  and  cruel  wars, 
in  which  thoy  were  liarried  by  pirates,  spoiled  and  slain  by  French  and 
Dutch. 

Side  by  side,  as  the  old  colony  began  to  grow,  arose  in  the  early 
days  of  James  I.  new  colonies  in  Virginia  and  New  England.  The  few 
impoverished  fishermen  and  farmers,  who  were  half  starved  at  Plymouth, 
soon  blossomed  into  prosperous  communities,  whii.h  spread  out  and 
separated  into  the  country  which  now  foinis  part  of  the  Great  Republic. 
In  less  than  tweuty-five  years  after  the  lauding  at  Plymouth  Rock, 
there  were  dealings  between  Newfoundland  and  the  ne\.  settlements. 
Small  trading  vessels  fr.un  Boston  and  Maine  brouj>ht  cattle  and  corn  ; 
they  bartered  these  for  fish  and  train  oil,  for  gold,  wines,  olive  oils  and 
dried  fruits,  which  the  Devonshire  fishermen  smuggled  with  their  salt 
from  Cadiz,  and  Sj)anish  fishermen  brought  from  Bilbao.  Besides 
smuggling  goods,  they  smuggled  men,  headed  up  in  casks.  They 
embajk»,'d  also  in  another  great  industry,  the  manufacture  of  New 
England  rum  ;  their  greatest  customers  for  this  product  (and  onions, 
biscuits,  and  Yankee  notions)  were  Newfoundlanders  and  Nova  Scotians  ; 
the  chief  distilleries  were  at  Nantucket.  In  the  dispute  with  the 
Devonshire  men,  the  New  Eng!anders  sided  with  the  settlei-s.  The 
Parliiimentary  Blue  Books  of  tho  early  Georgian  era  are  full  of  fierce 
denunciation  for  the  assistance  they  gave  to  oui'  planters,  and  their 
sturdy  refusal  to  let  Maine  be  turned  into  a  second  and  improved  edition 
of  Newfoundland.  I  have  endeavoured  to  tra-.e  the  early  and  intimate 
association  between  Newfoundland  and  the  continental  colonies. 

All  through  this  strange,  eventful  history,  Newfoundland  settlers  of 
a'l  kinds,  from  Guy  and  Baltimore  down  to  the  poorest  waif  from  the 
West  of  England,  had  to  Uglit  for  their  lives  with  the  dire  hostility  of  the 
ship-fisheiiuen    or   western   adventurers   from   England.     In  the  olden 
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tiiiio  tlii'so  men  liad  con(|UeriMl  tlie  country,  and  they  looki'd  upon  it  ii.s 
tlu.'ir  own.  Charters  were  given  them  by  the  Crown,  conFcrrln^f  on 
tlieni  outraireous  ri^dit-i  and  privik'i^cs.  From  tlie  (hiys  of  tlie  si'eond 
Charles,  the  Home  Government  always  supjtortL'd  their  ])retenHioiH. 
In  his  evidence  before  the  House  of  Commons,  ;i(>th  Alai'ch  170'i, 
William  Knox,  one  of  the  Under  S^'cretaries  of  State  in  the  American 
Department,  tlius  explained  this  policy  : — 

'*  The  island  of  Newfoundlaiitl  has  Ijceii  cousidercd,  in  all  former  times,  as  a 
great  shi])  moored  near  the  Hanks  during;  the  fishing  season,  for  the  eonveiiienco 
ol  Knglish  (ishormen.  The  (icvernov  was  considered  as  the  ship's  captain,  and 
liiosc  vho  ■wore  concerned  in  the  fishery  business  as  his  crew,  and  subject  to 
naval  discipline  while  there,  and  expected  to  return  to  England  when  the  season 
was  over.  The  English  had  then  no  rivals  in  the  trade  but  the  French,  and, 
though  the  French  fishery  exceeded  theirs,  the  English  gradually  increased,  and 
those  who  carried  it  on  were  generally  successful.  Tlio  Treaty  of  I'liris,  by  adding 
Canada  and  all  Mova  Scotia  and  Cape  Bi'clon  to  the  Hrilish  American  Dominion, 
deprived  France  of  the  advantages  they  luid  for  the  employment  of  the  inhahilaiits 
in  the  fishery,  but  at  the  same  time  a  new  rival  was  raised  nj)  to  the  English 
traders  and  fishermen  in  those  and  the  other  Morthern  British  Colonies;  as  the 
j.rofit  the  French  inhabitants  had  nnide  under  the  French  (iovei'nmcnt  by  the 
fishery  on  their  coasts,  as  well  as  on  the  coasts  of  Kcwl'oundland,  luituraily  turned 
the  attention  of  the  British  subjects  to  the  same  busineso,  many  settlors  emigrated 
to  Newfoundland  for  the  ])urpose,  wliilst  others  spread  themsehcs  along  the 
nhores  of  I>lova  Scotia  and  Cape  Breton,  so  that  there  ajjpcared  evident  danger  of 
the  trade  and  fishery  being  lost  to  Enghmd,  and  that,  instead  of  it  being  a  Urilish 
fmliery,  as  it  had  hitherto  been,  it  would  become  a  Colonial  Jishcrtj.  To  prevent 
tlie  increase  of  inhabitants  in  the  Island  tlie  nio.-t  jiositive  instructions  were  given 
to  the  Governors  not  to  make  any  grants  of  land,  and  to  reduce  the  iniiiiber  of 
those  who  were  already  settled  there.  Their  vessels,  as  well  as  those  belonging  to 
the  colonies,  were  to  be  denied  any  priority  of  right  in  occii])ying  stations  in  the 
bays  or  haibonrs.  foi  cuiing  the  fish,  over  the  vessels  fiom  England,  and  the 
Governor  was  instructed  to  withhold  from  them  whatever  might  ser\  e  to  cncourago 
them  to  remain  in  the  Island;  and,  as  Lord  North  expressed  it, 'whenever  they 
'  wished  to  have  roasted  he  was  to  give  them  law,  and  whenever  they  wished  to 
'  have  the  raw  he  was  to  give  it  them  roasted,'  with  a  view  to  secure  the  return 
ol'  all  the  iiBhtrmen  carried  out." 

Whilst  Nova  Scotia  and  Canada  had  money  lavished  on  them  l»y 
the  British  Government,  the  policy  so  cynically  ex})ressed  by  this  Engli.sh 
official  was  carried  out  towards  Newfoundland  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment down  to  the  verv  beoinninif  of  this  ceuturv.  It  is  no  marvel  that 
Newfoundland  did  not  thrive  under  such  a  I'egime  ;  the  real  wonder  is 
that  the  settlers  lived  at  all  under  such  oppressive  restrictiuii.s.  But  for 
their  a'lies  in  New  Eui^land,  doubtless  they  would  have  been  obliged  to 
abandon  their  settlements. 

Our  treatment  by  the  Briti.sh  Government  has  lieen  so  stupid,  cruel, 
and  barbarous  that  it  retjuires  the  actual  perustd  (jf  tht;  State  Papers 
to  cojiviuce  us  that  such   a  policy   was  ever  carried   out.     The  Homo 
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Oovcrntnont  liavc  ,siuTilic*f<l  our  intorcHts  in  every  treaty  with  Fniiico. 
The  erpoHitio  vonicmpuraved,  however,  of  the  old  achnirul  j;overn()i"s  on 
the  Kreiicli  ti't'.ities  was  very  diHereiit  from  tlit!  coniplniHaiit  niannor  in 
which  the  illci^al  ami  arro<;ant  niffji'ession.s  of  Fretu'h  naval  oflieers  aie 
treated  to-day.  PaliiHer  held  the  Kreneh  Hhould  neith(>r  trade  nor  cateh 
anythint^  Imt  co<l-ti,sh  Duff  issued  an  order  ])roliil)itiii<^  L'rench  men- 
of-war  from  visitinj^f  onr  coast.  These  stcait  English  sailors  n])held  the 
I'i'^hts  of  En<.;laiid  as  the  sovereij^n  i)ow('i'  in  Newfoundland  in  a  way 
that  excites  our  admiration. 

The  thii'd  period  of  our  colonial  history  commences  ahont  1711.  At 
this  date  we  find  .some  iittempt  at  government  in  the  ap[)ointn;ent  of 
Captain  Crowe,  R.N.,  who  convened  an  assemhly  of  the  principal 
inhabitants,  a  crude  copy  of  the  New  En;,dand  town  meeting,  and  by 
mutual  consent  estahlished  a  rude  code  of  laws.  The  Hiiti.sh  (Jovei-n- 
ment  had  hi'cn  for  omv  two  centuries  ende  ivoirinj;  to  rule  the  country 
without  {ijoverninent,  and  to  establish  a  judiciary  without  an  Act  of 
Pailiament.  In  172S  the  first  regular  naval  giivcmor  was  appointed  in 
the  person  of  Captain  Osborne,  Il.N.  The  floating  governoi*s,  to  a  certain 
extent,  exercised  authority  over  those  judicial  monstrosities,  the  fishijig 
admirfds. 

Most  writers  on  Newfoundland  have  been  very  soveie  on  tlio  naval 
governors.  As  a  rule  the  position  was  held  by  distinguished  offii-eis  like 
Rodney,  Grave.s,  Palliser,  and,  latterly,  Lord  Radstoek.  My  own  opinion 
is  that  they  filleJ  a  very  ditKcult  jiosition,  on  the  whole,  admirably;  of 
course  quarter-deck  law  was  their  .sole  guiile,  in  the  rude  condition  of 
society  then  existing  it  was  perhaps  the  best  rule.  Later  on,  as  the 
c<nuitiy  became  more  populous  and  more  civiliseil,  it  was  simply 
unbearable.  It  was  only  in  17!M,  after  fieroe  op])osition,  that  the  fitst 
Act  of  Parliament  was  jiassed  giving  the  Colony  a  legally  appointed 
court  and  a  chief  justice  in  the  person  of  John  l\e(;ves,  a  most  ailmirable 
.selection.  He  was  law  clerk  to  the  Piivy  Ccnincil,  and  by  his  advice  and 
assistance  the  opposition  of  the  West  Country  merchants  to  legal  reform 
was  defeated. 

In  1S25  commenced  the  modern  period  of  our  histi>r/  with  the 
atlvcnt  of  Sir  Thos.  John  Cochrane  :  no  man  ever  did  so  much  for 
Newfoundland  as  this  excellent  Governor.  On  the  1st  of  January  1833 
he  opened  our  first  Parliament.  Since  that  date,  notwithstanding 
great  fluctuations  in  the  fisheries,  and  disasters  like  the  great  fires  of 
1817,  1846,  and  the  last  terrible  calamity  of  the  8th  of  July  1892,  and 
worst  of  all  the  financial  crisis  of  1804,  the  Colony  has  progressed  ;  lun- 
resourees  in  minerals  and  timber  are  being  greatly  developed,  railways 
are    being   extendefl,    steam    connnuincation    and    telegraph   lines'  are 
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promoting,'  civiliHation  and  advancement.  The  immense  resonrces  of  tho 
{^reiit  ishmd  have  been  oidy,  an  it  were,  tapped  here  and  there.  Afi;ri- 
cnltnre  is  slowly  prof,'re^siiig.  A  <,'reater  impetus  will  be  ;,dven  to  the 
Colony  when  the  railway  to  I'oi't-aiix-Basipies  and  a  steam  ferry  across 
the  (lulf  l>rin<fs  us  into  closer  connexion  with  America,  and  the  stnmf,' 
current  of  pro,a'ess  and  prosperity  in  the  Dominion  and  the  United 
States.  Besides  our  splendid  fisheries,  timber,  and  ndneraN,  Newfomid- 
land  is  without  a  rival  as  a  sportin;,'  country;  with  increased  facilities 
of  communication  we  should  become  the  play(,'round  of  America.  With 
her  vast  resources,  her  temperate  climate,  and  her  unique  position,'  the 
fijtm-e  of  this  ill-used  and  down-trodden  Colony  shouhl  be  blighter  than 
it  has  been  of  y)re. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  work  I  h.ive  to  j^ive  sincere  thanks  for 
assistance  received  from  all  quartei.s.  Lord  Salisbury  allowed  my  son 
free  access  to  the  vast  s^toro  of  information  about  the  Elizahethan  era 
contained  in  the  noble  library  at  Hatfield.  I  have  had  valuable  help 
fiom  American  sclmlars  .lustin  Winsor,  LL.L).,  John  Ward  Deane,  A.M., 
Hon.  Charles  1  evi  Woodbury,  and  in  a  very  sj)ecial  numner  from  James 
Phinney  Baxter,  A.M.,  Vic,;-Pie:-ident  of  the  Prince  (Society,  and  my 
fellow-countryuien,  Mr.  Phelan,  and  Mr.  Whittle,  of  Boston.  My  thanks 
are  also  due  t(j  Mr.  Noel  Saiiisbury.  Frcjui  the  followinj^  friends  in 
Newfoundland  I  have  also  had  valuable  assihtatice  :  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  of  Newfoundland,  Col.  Sir  J.  T.  N.  O'Brien,  K  C.M.Cr.,  the  Chief 
Justice,  Sir  F.  B.  T.  Carter,  K.C.M.U. ;  in  a  very  special  manner  from  my 
friend  the  late  Sir  II.  J.  Pinsent,  D  C.L.,  the  Newfoundland  Govern- 
ment, Sir  W.  V.  Whiteway,  K.C.M.G.,  the  Hons.  R.  Bond  and  A.  W. 
Harvey,  the  late  R.  W.  Lilly,  Nelson  Bailey,  of  Oderin,  and  the  Hon. 
Stephen  Rendell.  I  have  to  thank  G.  H.  Emerson,  Q.C.,  for  old  Blue 
Book.s,  the  Bishop  of  Newfoundland,  and  tho  Bev.  W.  Pilot,  D.D.,  for 
correcting  the  dates  connected  with  the  Church  of  England  in  tho 
Colony,  the  Very  Rev.  Bishop  Howley,  who  has  revised  the  notices 
of  events  in  tho  Eoman  Catholic  Church,  and  tho  Rev.  F  R.  Dufiill,  who 
has  done  tho  same  for  the  Weslt.yan  Church.  Froui  numerous  friends 
I  have  received  valuable  assistance  in  the  pi'eparation  of  the  chron- 
ology, especially  from  J.  W.  Withers,  James  Howley,  F.(i.S,,  my  old 
friends  the  late  J.  J.  Howley,  Wm.  Howley,  and  T.  1).  Scan  Ian,  the 


'  Xewfonndland  lies  in  the  Xorth  At- 
lantic, between  the  parallels  of  4G'  'M>'  5(i" 
ami  .')!"'  UD'  north   latitude,  and  hetwcen  the 


for  the  newest  Atlantic  steamer.  The  island 
forms  an  important  link  in  the  direet  ronto 
from     Europe    to    Montreal.   Cliiciifjo.    Min- 


meridiann  of  :>2°  37'  and    59"  24'  M"  west  neapolis,  and   tho   Pacitic    slope;    with    fast 

lonpitude.     It    is  only   lH   miles  from  North  steamers,  and  a  railway   to   the    (Julf,  mails 

America,  across  the  Straits  of  Helle  Isle,  and  could  ho  delivered  in  the  West  mueb  quicker 

1,()40  from  Ireland,  about  60  Lours  steaming  than  by  New  York. 
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Hon.  A.  M.  Miickay,  iiiwl  1).  Ryan.  To  iiiy  oltltst  son  T  am  indobtoJ 
for  noti'H,  vioWH,  ami  maps,  colloctt'il  chit^tly  at  tin;  IWitiMh  MuHciun 
ami  tlu)  Ruc<inl  Office;  luiil  I  linve  also  to  thank  oHpccinlly  tlit;  nutlio- 
ritios  of  tlio  Hritinh  Mnscum,  th'!  libraiian  at  Hntfield,  Mr.  H.  T.  Oimton, 
Mr.  Sutclifro,  Mr.  RfiMan,  and  other  friomls  who  have  aHHistcd  njy  Hon 
in  Knj^Iand.  The  illu.stration.s,  except  where  otherwise  Htated,  iiro  from 
|)hot(igrai)h.s  taken  l»y  our  cKcellent  photo;L?rapher,  Mr.  S.  H.  Parsons, 
to  whom  I  am  iiiuol)ted  for  pen-mission  to  reproihice  tliem.  Oin*  hest 
known  writ(!r,  the  Rev.  Dr.  M.  Harvey,  has  written  a  very  ablc!  paper 
on  the  Fishery  Commission. 

I  am  painfully  conscious,  after  all  the  lahonr,  time,  and  memey 
spent  on  the  work,  that  it  is  still  a  very  incomplete  history'  of  New- 
foundland. To  write  a  full  histfiry  would  re(|Mir(!  several  voinni' h, 
ftjid  more  time  and  expenditure  thiin  I  could  afford  to  hestow  on  it  H", 
however,  I  have  thrown  any  fresh  li^ht  on  the  tanj.ded  stoiy  of  our 
Colony,  if  any  of  my  fellow  countrymen  arc  le<l,  l)y  its  perusal,  fo  take 
more  interest  in  this  "  Newfoundlan<l  of  Ours,"  and  to  understand  her 
liistory  better,  I  shall  feel  amply  repaid  f(n'  all  the  pains  I  liave  tiiken  in 
its  preparation. 

Many  of  my  readers  no  doubt  feel  surpri.sed  iit  the  lonj,'  delay  in  the 
publication  of  this  woi'k  ;  it  h;is  been  caii.sed  l)y  various  circuiiisfanccs 
over  which  I  ha<l  nocoiiti-ol  (pidilic  and  private  bu^.int'.ss),  but  principally 
by  the  desire  to  ocquire  fuller  information.  My  American  friends 
strongly  advi.sed  me  to  make  haste  slowly,  and  I  have  followed  tlieir 
advice  to  .some  extent,  havinfj;  bten  six  years  con.stantly  employed  on 
the  work.  Some  of  my  Newfoundland  leadeis  would  probably  like  to 
know  how  this  book  came  inti  existence.  In  1M8S  I  found  myself 
suddenly  transformed  from  a  peaceful  tiistrict  jud^e  into  a  fighting 
admiral.  In  carrying  out  the  bait-protection  service,  in  order  to  while 
away  the  tedious  time  on  lx)ard  ship,  J  wrote  some  papers  on  "The 
Home  of  the  Herring  " ;  their  f.ivourable  reception  induced  me  to  com- 
mence a  short  "  History  of  the  Newfoundland  Fishery."  After  thirty 
years'  expeiifiuce  and  extensive  reading  on  the  subject,  I  found  that  I 
really  knew  practically  nothing  about  our  island  histoiy,  and  that  tiio 
real  history  could  only  be  accjuired  by  nuich  study  and  research ;  these 
investigations  resulted  in  the  present  woi'k.  The  labour  was  so  enor- 
mous that  I  have  several  times  dropped  it  in  despair.  At  one  time 
I  intended  to  end  at  1713;  Iiowever,  I  suppose  West  Country  obstinacy 
prevailed,  so  amid  much  interruption  I  completed  it,  with  manlfohl 
assistance,  which  I  acknowledge  with  most  sincere  gratitude. 

I  will  conclude  in  the  woi'ds  of  a  fellow-countryman,  who,  when 
asked  to  give  information  to  a  parliamentary  committee  on  tlie  ti.shery, 
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will 


replictl :  "  Man  iind  boy  T  liavo  boon  onccaj^i'd  in  tli<>  fiHlh'ry  forty  yt'iirs; 
"  I  iniiy  yt't  bu  as  iynorant  as  tho  n«>v!ci',  but  I  ;,'iv(i  my  ()i»ini<m 
"  aoconUrifr  to  (onscifnce,  erudition,  and  intcUeft."  In  tlic  wiiue  Hpirit 
I  dedicate  this  book  to  my  reuderH. 

To  many  oi  ..ly  renders,  especially  my  Newfoundland  readers,  the 
docuiiients  set  forth  in  these  pages  will  1 «;  consiit red  the  most  interest 
ing  part  of  tlui  book — they  are  chiefly  from  unpublished  records  ;  by 
others  they  may  bo  looked  on  as  the  very  dry  bones  of  history.  In 
order  t<i  satisfy  my  two  sets  of  readers,  I  hiivo  therefore  put  these  old 
documents  in  tins  appendiees  to  the  cliapteis,  where  tlu*  dilif,'ent  student 
of  our  real  history  may  peruse  them,  and  the  lighter-mindel  reader 
pass  them  by. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


THE  PRE-COLUMBIAN  DISCOrEnv  OF  J3fEIifCJ. 

The  history  of  Ainei-ica  is  a  mo.leni  lustoiy.  Authoutic  uiuuils  of 
ti.e  ^t'\v  World  cover  ..nly  four  Cfi.turios,  an.l  connnence  from  its 
discovery  I,y  ColiiMibus  in  14;>2.  Prior  to  this  jrreat  and  ever- 
"UMuorahle  adveuttiro,  there  are  stories  of  voyages,  islands,  discoveries; 
allusion,  in  Aristotle,  Plato,  and  Seneca  to  a  great  country  dimly  seen 
I'eyond  the  western  ocean.  Nearly  every  European  country  had  some 
such  ohscure  tra.Iition  ;  the  Spanish  Basques,  the  Bretons,  the  Italian^ 
Avitl.  tlien-  story  of  the  brothers  Zeno,  the  Irish  Saint  Brendan,  tlie  trip 
across  the  Atlantic  of  a  Welsh  prince  in  a  ship  of  ylass,  with  an  able 
crew  ot  twelve  harpers,-ull  these  stories  are  interestino-  .ud  romantic 
soine,  perhai^s,  authentic  :  at  present,  however,  thev  lie  outsi<le  thJ 
sober  domain  of  history,  in  the  dim  regions  of  myth  and  fable. 

The  Atlantic  ^•oyag,.s  of  the  Northmen  stand  on  quite  a  different 
footing.  .Mixed  up  with  a  sha.lowy  mythology-  we  have  a  large  portion 
oi  real  hi.tory.  The  discov,My  of  North  America  bv  the  Icelanders  in 
the  tenth  and  eleventli  centuries  of  our  era  is  now  recoonised  by 
scholars  as  being  as  true  and  well  ascertained  as  the  landing  of  William 
the  C  onqueror  in  England,  lC(i(i.  The  Icelanders  claim  to  have  discovered 
CIreenlan,!'  in   982.     ]],,,  ,],,,.  ,stablished  a  number  of    settlements 


In  llif  veiir  S:U  tlic  Norwogiaiis  wtTt- 
au(iiiiiiutea  with  ,1  ooiiiitrv  iii  the  north  oiillid 
(.loiiolaiKl,  conimoiilv  callod  O/il  (inoikim: 
to  .ll^tlnJr|li^ih  it  fioiii  Spit/lRTfion.  In  the 
chai-ti!r  (if  tlie  KnijuTor  Jaidovicus  I'ius  to 
M.  An.>.,i;harius,  first  Archbish.ii)  of  llani- 
})mg,  (laltd  y:U,  i).il)lisho(l  by  LindciibimMns 
"'  I. 'Ml  (p.  ia.j),  (,vhich  also  indu.los 
Adaiu  of  IJrenieirs  work)  we  read— "We 
make  kii„w„  to  the  present  and  future 
M.ns  ol  (iod's  Holy  Cliurch  that,  in  .mr 
(lays,  by  tile  divine  jrruce,  a  door  is  opened 
lot   j.reachiug    the  Gospel    in    the    uorthern 

/     p.  2/33. 


iVfTions,  viz.,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Xorwav 
(^rc'iiland,  Halinfjalandon  [most  probablv 
l.aplandj,  Iceland,  and  Seredeviudou  [110 
donht  FinlandJ."  "- 

I'ojie  Ciregdiy  varies  llie  names  of  some 
ot  these  northern  peojde  who  were  ineliided 
in  this  new  dioeese  so  mueli  that  some  ean 
seiireely  be  reengnised  now.  'I'lie  Danish 
Uironiele,  it  seems,  makes  Grouelmid  to  have 
been  diseovered  as  early  as  "70;  bnt  accord- 
ing to  tne  Iceland  t  luoi,i,le,  not  before  <)8L', 
it  being  by  this  last  account  peopled  by  a 
Norwegian    wlio   had   tied   to  leehtml.      The 
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liuilt  t'liurclu's,  forts,  [iiid  liousi-s.  .Most  minute  pavticuliirs  iilM)iit  tlu.'S(^ 
HIV  ^^iveu  ill  tlie  s.i^a  of  Eric  Rjiuile  or  Red,  Dr.  Riuko,  in  his  History 
of  Greenland,  .says  : — - 

"111  a  country  ivlieio  no  tree  can  t^row,  the  faintest  trace  of  former  buildings 
can  he  made  ont.  .  .  ".  .  Kukortok  Church  contains  three  sopaiiito  entrances  ; 
tiie  jirinciiia,!  one  is  cdvored  with  very  lartji'  thit  regular  stone,  measuring  aliout 
twehefeet  in  length.  In  the  opposite  or  oantern  wall  is  a  wiiulow  most  skilfully 
arched,  but  apparently  likewise  constructed  from  rough  stones." 

Alioiit  a  luiiidred  ])laccs  have  lie^n  found  .scattered  alon^'  the  coast 

of  Greenland,  and  these 
localities  can  he  ideiiti- 
tieil  liy  reference  to  the 
ancient  sa^^'as. 

The  dajinji;  ch.iracter 
of  the  Northmen  is 
shown  by  tiie  fact  that 
their  small  crazy 
v,i.  .  .*t  they  made  Arctic 
voyaifes.  F(jur  miles 
beyond  Upperiiavick, 
at  Kinffitoarsuk,  a  st(jne 
lins  been  found  with  a 
Runic  inscription,  stat- 
ing that  it  was  rai.seil 
by  Eriing,  the  son  of 
Sio^vat,  and  Knride 
Oddsven,  in  113.*{. 

When  thi'sc  ad- 
venturous Northmen 
ivached  Greenland,  the 
mo.st  cii.stern  part  of 
North  .Vmeriea,  tlieir 
disc.()very  of  Labrador 
and  Newfoundland  W(ad<l  certainly  follow.  The  first  noi'th-enstcr  wouM 
drive  their  sniall  iniwrathrrly  m'sscIs  on  to  tlu'  coasts  fit  Labrado)'. 
Their  findin^j  North  America  is  not  only  inhereiitly  probable,  but  is 
proved  to  us  absolutely  by  the  direct  testimonies  of  tlie  ecclesia.stical 
historian  Adam  of   Bremen  and  of  Odeiic  \'ital,  and  by  a  brief  uf  Popi; 

writtTs  of  hilli  oliroiiiol'js,  it  is  evideiit,  Imd  liis  peo^jraphy  is  very  ohsciirc  lor  Xiiictot'iitli- 

no  kmiwlcijijc  of  itu'  cir.iiters  of  the  I'opc  ami  Ct'litiiiy    students.       'I'lii'     l):iiiish     and    Nor- 

KmpiToi'.     lu   1070,   .Vdaui  of    Ikt'ineii  says  wi'niaii    Historit's  {rive    KilS    as    tlie    yi".ir  in 

that    Albeit     A''old)isli()p    of     Ilainliili};   sent  \vliii!li   tlie  colony  of  (ireenlalid  was   losf. — I 

tuissiuuui'ivH  to  Ureeiilaiid  uud  to  other  parts  ;  um  iudcbled  to  Mr.  Keildau  tor  this  nott;. 
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lis  note. 


Niohohis  v.,  dated  144S,  adih'ossed  to  two  liisliops  of  Iceland  urjfjng 
them  to  take  measures  for  the  support  of  the  Church  in  Grecnlamh 
Adijm  of  Bremen,  who  died  in  1076,  wrote  a  liistory  of  the  riiooese 
of  Hamhurrr  and  Bremen  lietweon  A.n.  DHH  and  1072.  He  mentions  the 
names  of  Green- 
land hisliops  an.l  r—  J  ,;  J  J  „l  ^  ,^  ,4 
the  discovery  of 
Yinland  hy  the 
Icohinders. 

Oudrid,  the 
widow  of  TIku'- 
tinn  Karlsofne, 
one  of  the  most 
distin^uisheil  of 
the  I c  e 1 a  n  d  i  c 
e  X  p  1  o  r  0  r  s  o  f 
America,  actually 
visited  Rome  on 
a  pilgrimage  after 
the  death  of  her 
hushand,      ahout 

1028  or  loye. 

Beyond  stat- 
ing these  brief 
facts,  it  does  not 
concern  our  His- 
tory furtlior  to 
dwell  upon  the 
pre  -  Columbian 
voyages.        In 

America  the  cohjnisation  of  the  Icelanders  entirely  disappeared — "  like 
the  l)aseloss  fabric  of  a  vision,  left  not  a  rack  bohind."  Their  transitory 
occupation  loft  no  result  or  intUienco  on  the  Now  World,  of  which 
they  were  the  tirst  European  settlers.' 


MAI'  OF  TUR   It  nr.ANDKR   STEIMIAMLS,  1570.* 

Fi-iiDi  Tnrfdcus'  "  Grunlaudia  Aiiliqua,"  ijo6. 


'  \n{\\Q  Sliidifs  on  Ihf  Viiit'liiiKn'oi/niie.i, 
liy  (lUstiiv  Still  III,  MciHdiri's  <lc  hi  Sitrii'ti' 
J{(iyalc  (/(•«  AiiliiiiKiiris  </«  .Xonl,  ISHH,  Ncw- 
t'liuiMllii'.iJ  is  rccogiiiscil  us  lln-''  Miiiklaiul  "  of 
till' Siifiiis.  TlicTo  is  nil  intcri  stiiifT  artii'li'  by 
.Sir  I).  Wilson,  LL.D.,  The  X'invlinid  of  tin' 
y<>rthiiini,  ill  tiio  Trtiiis.  of  Hoi/iil  .Socirli/  of 
Cunddii,  vol.  viii.,  .sec.  ii.,  p.  Hl'.i. 

"  'I'Ik'  stronjj  r('M'iiil)''iii(;i.'  liotwocn  the 
(Jrconlitiid  of  this  nmp,  ,1.  dc  la  Coin's,  iind 
linvscli's,  jioint  to  sonii'  comaioii  source, 
t'itlu-r  Xorsc  or  Kuglish,  prioi-  to,  or  as  tlie 


ri'siilt  of,  Cabot's  vovnge  ;  more  likely  tho 
foriner.  A.  "  This  is  where  the  Kuglish  liavr 
eoiiie,  and  has  ii  iiiiine  t'oi-  liari'emiess,  eithee 
from  sun  or  cohl."     15.   '•  'I'liis   is  near  wlieru 

X'iiiland    lies    which is    called 

jiood.  Our  conntrymen  [Icelanders]  have 
llioiight  that  to  the  soiiili  it  ends  with  the 
wild  sea,  and  that  a  sound  separates  it  from 
America."  C.  "  l-aiid  of  the  plants."  l-'or 
other  itderenci's  .vet'  WiNsoii's  A'  ij'  C.  H.  of 
America,  I.,  loO. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

liEIGN  OF  HENRY   VII. 

1 485- 1 509. 

1492.— First  voyage  of  Columbus;  sailed  Srd  August ;  discovered  America  12fh  October, 
1  l'J2. 

149G. — On  the  Petition  of  .loliii  Cabot,  a  patent  granted  ou  5th  March  by  King  Henry  VII. 
to  liiin  and  his  sous  to  discover  new  lands. 

1497. — .Tohn  Cabot's  voyage  in  the  ship  3f(»//^€'H',  of  Uristol ;  discovered  North  America 
and  Xewfoiindhind  ;  saili'<l  from  Bristol  2n(l  May,  returned  6th  August;  grant  of  £10  on 
loth  A\igusr  to  the  discoverer  of  the  new  islaiul ;  letters  on  :i.'Jrd  August  from  Pas(pKiligo,  also 
on  24tii  August  aiul  18tli  December  from  Soneino,  tlescribing  the  voyage.  Same  year,  Vasco 
de  Gama,  Portuguese  navigator,  doubled  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Africa.  Pension  of  t2o  per 
annum  to  .lohii  Cabot  ou  revcuucs  of  liristol  on  13th  December  ;  passed  Great  .Seal, 
28th  January  1498. 

149H. — Warrant  on  3rd  February  to  John  Cabot  to  take  up  six  ships  ;  Cabot  sailed  along 
the  east  coast  of  North  Anu'rica  ;  arrived  honu'  with  a  cargo  of  fur  and  fish,  probably  in 
June  1499.  Possible  exploration  of  Newfotmdland  by  an  independciit  Kiiglish  expedition 
anticipating  Cabot's  arrival  on  i)art  of  the  coast.  Loans  to  (Jarter, 'Ihirkill,  and  Pradley  ou 
22ud  .March  anil  1st  April  by  Henry  \'II.  Letter  on  :J5th  July  from  Puebla  and  Ayala  to  the 
[Spanish  Sovereigns  announcing  departure  of  Cabot's  second  expedition. 

l.'jOO. — Gaspar  Cortcreal,  a  Portuguese,  probably  made  a  voyage  to  Auu'rica  ;  his  patent 
is  dated  l'2thJlay;  it  refers  to  former  unsuccessful  explorations.     Juan  de  la  Cosa's  map. 

i.'jOl. — English  progros.s  sonthrtuids  mentioned  in  Ilojcila's  charter.  19th  March,  Charter 
from  Henry  V'll.  to  Hichard  Warde,  John  Thomas,  .lolin  Fernandez,  itc.  for  ten  years  ; 
Portuguese,  being  aliens,  to  be  charged  extra  duties.  Authentic  voyage  of  Cortereal,  sailed 
ou  l.'ito  .May  to  the  Labracbu'  I'oast  ;  fifty  natives  brought  houu'  on  8th  October;  King  of 
Portugal  said  they  were  the  best  slaves  he  had  seen;  Cortereal  never  returned ;  letters  from 
Lisbon  on  17th,  18th,  19th  October  by  Cantino  aud  Pascpiiligo  about  tlu;  expedition. 

1.502. — Grant  on  7th  January  to  Bristol  men  that  found  "  Thisle."  Grant  on  15th  January 
to  Miguel  Cortereal,  who  fitted  out  an  expedition  to  starch  foi'  his  brother;  probably  sailed  on 
loth  .May;  Miguel  never  ri'turncd.  Three  Indians  at  the  Court  of  Henry  ^'1I.  Cantino's  map 
of  Cortereal's  voyage,  19th  XoM'ieber.  9th  December,  (  liarter  to  Asheiduust,  Fernando,  Eliot, 
and  Gonzalo  for  foity  years,  freedom  from  duties  for  five  years,  lVc.  ;  alien  clause  omitted. 

l.'iO.'?. — Further  expedition  in  search  of  the  Cortereals.  Grant  on  30th  September  fo 
Kristol  merchants  who  liavi-  been  in  the  NewfouMillantl,  and  to  one  who  brought  hawkes  from 
tnence. 

1504. — Probable  date  of  the  French  expedition  to  Cape  Ureteu.  Grant  on  8th  April  to  an 
English  priest  going  to  the  New  Island.  A  lunuber  of  Freiu'b,  Rretiui  and  Norman,  Kuglisli 
and  Portuguese  vessels  resorting  to  the  Xewfoinidlaud  lishery.  From  this  period  onward,  for 
a  bnnilred  years  following,  Newfoundland  was  visited  every  year  by  an  annually  increasing 
number  of  English,  French,  and  Portuguese  fishermen;  subsequeutly  also  by  (Spaniards. 

ISO.'J. — Popyngais  and  cats  brought  from  Newfoundland. 

1500.— Jean  Denys  of  Harfieur  fishing  in  Newfoundland. 

1508. — Kuyseh — first  engraved  map  slu)wing  America.  .Vubert,  pilot  of  Dieppe,  voyaged 
to  Newfoundland  ;  brought  back  two  Indians.  Act  severing  Fish  and  Stock-fishmonger's 
Companies. 
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HEXRT  VII. 


The  latter  part  of  the  fifteenth  century  forms  one  of  the  great  epochs 

of  history,  the  veritable  renaissance,  the  new  birth  of  the  worM.     At 

this  perio<l  begins  the  history  of  America,  the  modern  history  of  England, 

and  practically  the  present  history  of  Europe. 

Many   remaikable  events  combined  to    make    this  age    illustrious ; 

the    invention    of    printing,    the     general    use    of     gunpowder    and 

artillery   in    war,   and    the  capture  of    Constantinople  by  the  Turks. 

This  last   event   put   to    flight   numerous 

Greek  scholars,  who  bore    their   precious 

manuscripts  to  Italy  and  thus  inaugurateil 

the  new  learninj; — conmienced  in  England 

by  an    Oxford    scholar,  Gx-ocyn,   bringing 

Greek  writings  to  his  ancient  university. 
The   advent   of   Henry   Tudor   to  the 

Throne,   liis   inarritige  with  the  beautiful 

Elizabeth    of    York,  tlie     destruction    or 

im|  overishinent  of  the  great  feudal  houses 

in   the  Wars  of  the  Roses,  combined  with 

tlie  vigorous  manner  in  which  the  astute 

Henry  curtailed  their  power,  effaced  them 

for  ever  as  the  promoters  of  domestic  war. 

In  place  of  roljber   V)aruns  and  the  bloody 

civil  feuds  they  fomented,  for  tlie  first  time 

there  appears  conspicuous  upon    the  stage  of  our  modern  history  the 

power  of  the  commoner,  the  merchant  princes  of  England,  and  the  .sure 

growth  of  commerce. 

But  of  all  the  causes,  great  and  powerful,  working  at  this  wonderful 

period  for  the  progress  of  the  world,  undoubtedly  the  greatest  infiuence 

of  all  was  the  daring inaiitime  enterprise  which  simultaneously  discovered 

New  Continents  in  both  East 
and  West.  The  immediate 
ettbct  was  a  great  expansion 
of  thought,  a  great  stirring 
up  of  the  imagination,  all 
wonderful  things  seemed  pos- 
sible to  the  generation  that 
found  a  New  World.  The 
discovery  of  America  by 
Columbus,  and  the  doublinir 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
by  Vasco  de  Gama,  gave  the 
Old  World  new  Europes    in 


From  an  enyriiring  nftcf 
conffmjwrdry  /lorlriit. 
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J.fler  drauingg  in  the  Spanish  Ailmiralfii  Offlee, 


A.sia,  Africa,  America,  and  subsetjuently  Australia. 
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The  voyage  of  Colunilms  is  one  of  the  fjrandest  events  in  hintory  ; 
it  doubled  the  liabitaMe  portion  of  tlie  globe,  and  gt  e  Europe  new 
fields  for  enterprise.  Columbus  believed  the  lands  he  had  discovered 
were  a  part  of  Asia,  and  it  took  nearly  three  more  centuries  to  map 
out  the  whole  configuration  of  Au\erica. 

The  life  of  the  groat  Genoese  sailor  is,  and  always  will  be,  tlio 
grandest  romance  of  history  ;  age  cannot  wither  it,  time  cannot  stale 
it,  nothing  can  lessen  the  importance  of  this  splendid  achievement.  As 
the  brilliancy  of  n  splendid  jewel  is  enhanced  by  its  fine  setting,  so  the 
picturesque  story  of  the  great  Italian  navigator,  devoted  son  of  the 
Church,  the  last  of  the  crusaders,  has  been  set  in  a  halo  of  glory  liy 
the  most  brilliant  writers  of  our  age. 

The  tale  is  ever  fresh  and  delightful,  whether  pet  forth  in  the 
graceful  pages  of  Irving,  the  terse  pellucid  English  of  Helps,  or  the 
grand  sonorous  Castilian  of  Emilio  Castelar. 

The  world  has  lately  been  ringing  with  his  praises,  the  critics  have 
fought  over  his  forty  portraits,  and  the  dozen  Islands,  scene  of  his 
veritable  landfall. 

Alas  !  for  the  glory  of  our  Island,  for  the  praise  of  our  discoverer, 
there  are  no  portraits  to  discuss,  no  noble  Isabella  la  Catolica,  no  devoted 
friai".  No  golden  haze  of  romance  surrounds  our  earliest  annals.  Tlie 
story  of  the  discovei"}'  of  Newfoundland  and  North  America,  as  told  by 
the  Cabots,  is  as  dull  as  the  log  of  a  dredge-boat.  Eveiy  picturesque 
element  is  eliminated  from  it,  and  the  great  voyage,  so  pregnant  with 
moral  and  material  results,  is  brought  down  to  the  low  level  of  a 
mere  trading  adventure.  But  though  the  tale  is  dull,  and  still  slirouded 
in  mystery,  it  must  remain  one  of  the  greatest  events  in  history  ;  it 
gave  North  America  to  the  English  by  indefeasible  right  of  discovery. 
How  different  might  have  been  the  future  of  this  gieat  Continent — 
the  home  of  nearly  seventy  millions — where,  under  orderly  and  settled 
government,  freedom  broadens  slowly  down— wheie  mighty  industry 
and  bright  intelligence  have  built  iip  one  of  the  richest,  fairest,  and 
freest  lands  the  sun  ever  shone  upon  I  What  nught  have  been  our 
destiny  had  Columlnis,  not  Cabot  with  his  West  of  England  sailois, 
discovered  Northern  Amei-ica  ?  Heaven  only  knows  what  would  have 
been  our  fate — possilily  a  great  Spanish  possession,  with  chronic  revolu- 
tions, disordered  finances,  pronunciamentos,  half-breeds,  and  fusillades. 

Until  quite  recently  the  history  of  the  discovery  of  North  America 
by  the  English  could  not  be  written.  It  is  not  derived  from 
English  records.  It  can  now,  however,  he  told  with  a  fair  degree  of 
accin-acy,  thanks  to  the  labours  of  Rawdon  Brown  and  other  eminent 
.scholars.  We  derive  our  main  facts  from  the  Calendars  of  Venice,  and 
that  great  mine  of  history,  the  Archives  of  Simancas,  in  Spain.     John 
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Cahot  was  aOenoese  navigator  and  merchant  adventurer,  experi.-uced 
and  skilk-d  in  all  the  ii  mtical  knowledge  of  th().se  day.s.  Italy-home 
of  art,  sci.Mice,  literature,  commerce,  and  navigation  -gave  to  Spain, 
France  and  England  Columbus,  Verrazano,  and  Cibot.  Very  few 
facts  are  known  about  John  Cabot's  life  :  he  was  made  a  citizen  of 
Venice  in  U7U  ;  he  had  been  to  jNlecca,  where  he  saw  the  caravans 
arri villi:  from  the 
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far 

spices,  iVc.  riio 
date  of  his  arri- 
val in  England 
i  s  u  n  c  e  r  t  a  i  n. 
Stachey  says  'n 
149(5  he  was 
n  a  t  u  r  a  i  i  z  t;  d 
("  ideiiized  "),  and 
living  within 
Blackfriars,  pro- 
bably only  while 
he  was  pressing 
his  suit  at  Court. 

There  was  an  important  colony  of  Italian  merchants  and  money  lenders 
in  London  during  this  reign,  who  may  have  helped  our  explorer  with  the 
kinc :  Lombard  Street  perpetuates  their  memory.  All  tiiat  we  do 
know  positively  is  that  Giovanni  Gabotto,  or  Cabotta,  or  Gabote 
(anglicised  into  Jolin  Cabot),  .some  time  before  149(),  was  living  in 
Bristol,  then  the  chief  city  of  the  West.  At  this  period  Bri.stol  di<l  a 
large  trade  witii  Iceland,  exchanging  the  famous  West  of  England  cloth, 
hats,  caps,  hosiery,  and  small  wares  for  Iceland  -  stoek-tish.  The  grand 
old  ehurch,  St.  Mary's  Redclitfe,  still  bears  testimony  to  the  inuiiificence 
of  her  princely  mo'chant,  William  Canyiige. 

Th(;  city  •'  had  twice  given  Heiiiy  VII.  a  coi'dial  reception,  and 
the  king  loi'ked  with  favourable  eyes  on  liei-  merchants.  Some 
years  before  the  di.scoveiy,  Cabot  was  brought  under  tin'  notice  of 
the  sovereign,  aii<l  employed  in  negotiating  with  the  King  of  Denmark 
about  the  p]nglish  trade  with  Iceland.^  Doiihtless,  on  his  voyages 
to  the  island,  the  shrewd,    clever    Italian   sailor  would   hear  all  about 

'   It  is  just  j)<)ssil)li'  tliiit  T.ion's   Di-ii,  iti  Ailmiriilty    jiiiisdictidii,    on    iit'couiit   of    t]K> 

Hiinavistii  ltii,\ ,  is  the  pliici'  wIuto  Cabnt  iTi'Ct  iiiiiiiy  vovajios  iiiicliTtiiUcn  Iiy   hi^r  iiiiTchiiiits 

f(l  till'  iuins  of  Vi'iiicu,  the  winged  lion, on  his  and  tlie  great  expense  thev  lii;d  incuireil. 
first  v(nai;e.  ^  Axsi'ACii's  /y/.v'o;//  of  Xvirfniinilland, 

-  Sn;   Appendix,    p.    '1\,   Thk    Icklaxd  ISlK,  p.  a,").     I  lia.e   not  been  able   to  trace 

FiRHKRY.  .Viisjiaeli's  authority,  but  thi'nj   is   no   reason 

^  Henry    IV.  had  given   exemptions    to  to  doubt  the  aoeuracy  of  the  statement. 
Ilristol  from    certain   dues,   and    a    separate 
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the  Icelamlic  ex|otlition.s  to  America.  In  1493,  when  Coliuuliiis 
returned  from  his  famouH  voya<,'e,  "All  men  at  the  Court  of  Henry  VII.," 
says  Sebastian  Cabot,  ''  affirmed  it  to  be  a  thing  more  divine  than 
"  human  to  .sail  by  the  ^^''est  to  the  East."  Cabot  approached  the  King 
with  a  Petition  for  discovering  new  lands: — • 

"To  the  king,  oui-  .sovcreigiie  Lord.  Please  it  yoiir  Ilighnes  of  j'our  most 
noble  and  hahiindaiit  grace  to  graiint  unto  John  Cabotto  citizen  of  Venes  Lowes. 
iSebastjan  and  Sancto  his  soiiiieys  your  gracious  letters  patontes  under  your  greto 
Hele  in  due  forme  to  bo  made  according  to  the  teiioiir  hereafter  ciisuying  ^tlie 
draft  charter  is  lost]  and  they  shall  during  their  lyves  [iray  (rod  for  the  pro9porou> 
continuance  of  your  most  noble  and  lloyale  Estate,  long  to  endiier." 


■i 


This  is  the  earliest  document  detinitely  connecting  England  with  tlui 
New  World.  William  of  Wyrcester  and  Ayala  do  indeed  mention  voyages 
made  at  the  expense  of 
Bristol  in  1480,  and 
fi-om  1491  to  149G,  but 
if  they  bore  any  results 
they  were  kept  secret. 

The  records  tell  us 
that  the  monarch  gave 
him  very  little  en- 
couragement. At  last, 
however,  through  the 
influence  of  the  Bristol 
niei'chants,  he  was  ]Me- 
vailed  on  to  grant  the 
Genoese  a  charter,  l)ut 
solely  on  tlie  condition 
that  he  was  to  have 
a  royal  share  of  the 
pi'otits,  but  on  no 
account  to  bear  any  of 
the  expenses.     It  is  dated  otli  ]\Iarch  149G  (11th  year  of  the  reign) : — • 

"  Henry  by  the  Grace  of  Gjd,  Ac,  &c.  .  .  .  Be  it  known  to  all,  that  we 
have  given  and  granted  to  our  well-beloved  John  Cabot,  citizen  of  Venice, 
nnd  to  Lewis,  Seba.stian  and  Sanctus,  sons  of  the  said  John,  and  to  their  heirs 
and  deputies,  full  authority,  etc.,  Ac,  ...  to  sail  to  all  parts,  countries  and 
seas  of  the  East,  of  the  ^\  est  and  of  the  North,  under  our  banner  and  ensigns, 
with  five  ships,  and  to  set  up  our  banner  on  any  new-found-land,  as  our  vassals 
and  lieutenants  .  .  .  upon  their  own  proper  costs  and  charges,  to  seek  out 
and  discover  whatsoever  isles  ...  of  the  heathen  and  infidels,  which  before 
the  time  have  been  unknown  to  all  Christians  .  .  .  .  to  pay  to  us  the 
fifth  part  of  the  capital  gain  so  gotten  for  every  then  voyage ;  and  to  return  to 
the  port  of  Bristol. " 
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Cabot,  like  a  wiso  man,  inserted  the  names  of  his  sons  in  order 
to  extend  the  duration  of  the  chaiter  to  tlie  full  extent  of  their  younjjf 
lives,  Imt  there  is  no  record  to  show  that  any  of  them  accompanied  him. 

On  the  second  of  May  1407  John  Cahot  set  sail  from  Bristol  on 
his  famous  voyage,  accompanied  by  a  Burguiidian  and  sixteen  Eni^lish 
sailoi's,  in  a  little  West  of  En<fland  vessel,  about  fifty  tons,  called  the 
Matthew.     We  read  ; — 

"This  year  (1407)  on  St.  John  the  Baptist's  Day,  the  land  of  Aniprica  was 
foniid  by  tlie  merdiants  of  Bristowe,  in  a  ship  of  Bristowc  called  the  Mntlliew,  tho 
which  said  shi])  departed  from  tho  port  of  Bristowo  tho  iJnd  of  ^May,  and  came 
boniu  again  titli  of  August  following."  ' 

We  can  picture  to  ourselves  the  s-cene  as  the  brave  little  ship  leaves 
the  Avon,  and  the  wind  tills  her  broad  lu<^  sails  as  she  nmnds  the 
pictures(jiie  coast  of  North  Devon  on  a  fair  day  in  the  shining  month  of 
May,  and  steers  <lo\vn  the  Irish  sea,  and  then  on  to  the  great  waste  of 
waters  and  the  far  unknown  ocean.  What  were  the  hopes  and  prospects 
of  the  l)old  Italian  navigatf)r  and  his  little  crew  of  sturdy  English  sailors  ? 
Most  likely  ho  argued,  "  My  countryman  has  found  land  at  the  south 
"  of  this  (jreat  western  sea.  The  Icelanders  found  it  on  the  north.  It  is  nil 
"  part  of  Asia.  I  will  strike  it  somewhere,  sailing  west."  Many  writers 
(H)nsider  that  John  Cabot  could  not  have  made  the  voyage  out  and  hon)e 
in  so  short  a  time.  I  cannot  see  the  force  of  the  argument.  Easterly 
winds  generally  prevail  in  the  North  Atlantic  in  early  May.  Given  a 
fair  wind,  these  little  vessels,  with  their  flat  floors,  and  broad  lug  sails, 
could  easily  go  five  to  six  knots  before  the  wind.  Fifty-three  days  out 
from  Bristol  to  Newfoundland,  and  foi  ty-two  days  home,  would  not  be 
a  I'ecord-breaking  passage,  even  for  those  days.  We  learn  from  Soncino, 
that  on  this  voyage  Cabot  first  sailed  around  Ireland,  then  towards 
the  north,  and  finally  steered  west.  On  tlie  24th  Juno,  at  early 
morn,  an  inscription  on  the  Cabot  map  says,  they  first  sighted  the 
NewWorhl. 

There  has  been  much  learned  discussion  regarding  this  landfall,  and 
after  the  whole  matter  lias  been  thoroughly  threshed  out,  there  is  no 
absolute  certainty  as  to  the  exact  point  first  seen.  Strong  arguments  have 
been  put  forward  in  favour  of  Labrador  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Howley,  F.R.G.S., 
and  others.  The  inscription  on  the  map  of  1544,  nttributed  to  Sebastian 
Cabot,'  has  led  many  writers  to  place  the  landfall  at  Cape  Breton,  but 


>  Fust  MSS.,  Hill  Court,  Gloucc.ilrr- 
shire.  See  ii«c7.  IJiit.,  Uth  fdit.,  vol.  iv., 
p.  3.")().  The  word  Aaicrifa  shows  it  is  not 
a  contemporary  document,  and  its  genuineness 
has  been  doubted. 


-  The  Cubot  mappemonde  is  now  in  the 
Paris  National  Library;  it  came  from  Ger- 
many. M.  Harrisse  suffjfests  that  !S.  Cabot 
placed  the  English  landfall  on  Cape  IJreton 
when  the   Freucii    had    begun    to    colonise 
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tlioiv  is  no  otlier  fvideiice  to  Hupport  this  (.liiiiii ;  in  fact  it  is  at  varianco 
with  conti'inpomry  at'counts  of  the  vnNa^'i',  ami  the  int'eivnces  to  he 
(hawn  fVun»  the  earliest  maps. 

In  this  enh)ny  lui  nnhrokm  tradition  points  to  Cajx'  Bonavista,  New- 
f.-undiand,  as  tht,'  tirst  hind  seen.'  This  tradition  is  contiriiied  hy  'in 
En;l,disli  ina])  of  Newfonndliind  made  hy  Tolin  Mason,  a  distinguislie<l 
eaptain  in  tlie  Koyal  Navy  of  Enj^dand  ,>.iout  KiKi;  opposite  to  Cape 
Bonav'  ta  lie  writes  these  words,  proliahly  copying  the  woidin;;'  of  an 
older  map  :  "  Ft  rsl  fou  ml  b'/  Ciibut  " — "  A  ( 'nfnt/o  jirnn  u  ht  rrjxrhi."  -  ( )n 
tliis  groini'1,  and  for  other  reasons,  as  a  Newfi  undhuKh'r,  I  claim  for 
Cape  lionavista  the  honoiir  of  Iti'in;^'  the  first  land  seen  in  Noiih 
Ameiiea.  In  all  i)rohaliility,  8t.  John's  was  also  discovered  either  on 
Cahot  s  first  or  second  voyaj;"e '' 

It  is  possible  that  althon;;h  John  Cahot  discovered  Cape  I'onavista, 
he  did  not  so  name  it.  Some  of  the  Portuguese  associated  in  1501  with 
Eliot's  com]iany  were  from  the  Azures,  and  niny  have  called  the 
headland  after  Bonavista  in  the  Cape  de  Verd  Islands;  hut  against  thi.s 


Caimdii  ill  order  to  fritiii  llic  fiivour  of  tlic 
Kiijrlisli  iinil  si'ciiri'  liis  ri-'turii,  iiml  that  liis 
I'iill  in  l.')47  was  tlir  ri'Milt  of  tliis  pied-  of 
(liiplii'ilv  ;  the  Ilia]!  could  not  liavi'  liccn  ])nl)- 
lislu'd  nnich  liefori'  l.JIG.  Mr.  .Instin  Wiiisor, 
till'  AiiHTiciin  liistdiiaii,  savs :  "The  niap, 
ill  its  (.'onfnscd  nonit'iiclatiiri'  and  aiiti(|iiati'(l 

ffi'Ofr; 'lifal  notions  lliroMf;,liout,  indicatis  that 

till'  draft  was  niadi'  liv  a  'p''''"''''*^'  '''H'd  — 
prolialily  hy  sonic  Italian  map  fahricator." 

Two  thinfTs  arc  (piitc  clear,  the  landfall 
of  f'ahot  V  as  either  on  the  l.ahnidor  or 
P^astern  Newfoundland  coast,  and  this  niaii 
is  not  the  orifjiiial  one  made  hy  Johii  ( 'ahot. 

'  "  Honavista  !  t)li  !  -looil  sifrht  !"  is  the 
natural  exclamation  the  olil  Jtalian  nii;ilit 
make,  as  after  his  loiij:  and  danverons  voyajre 
he  first  caii>.'lit  sijjht  of  land,  briirht  and  jri'ceii 
with  the  spriiifjing  t;rass  of  June.  There  is 
no  other  cajie  with  the  same  nauie  on  the 
eastern  shore  of  North  .\iiierica. 

Cortercal  struck  this  jiart  of  the  coast  on 
his  voyafies,  and,  curiously  enough,  (.'artier 
made  Capo  Honuvista  on  his  first  voyajre 
(l.');U).  Sailing  vessels  coming  to  Newfound- 
land from  Northern  Kurojie  nearly  always 
sight  C'a|)e  JJonavista.  .'siijiposing  Cahot  to  lie 
steering  towards  Labrador,  he  would  meet  i<'e 
and  run  south,  and  he  very  likely  to  make  in 
with  the  laiiil  at  this  point;  or  even  without 
meeting  the  ice  the  Labrador  current  would 
drag  his  vessel  south.  Tradition,  probability, 
and  the  pertain  evidence  of  Mason's  map 
ol  Newfoundland,  made  27S  years  ago,  de- 
monstrate almost  to  a  certainty  Cape  JJoiia- 
vista  as  the  landfall  of  John  Cabot.  Cape 
IJace — Capo  Hasso,  Cape  Spear— Cabo  Spera 
or  Espera,  Bonavista  and  lionaventura,  are 
among  the  earliest  names  ou  aiieieiit  maps. 


The  T?cvcrond  fieorgc  Patcrson  funiislies 
very  valuable  intormaliou  concerning  the 
Portuguese  explorations,  and  their  attempted 
setllemeiit  in  Cape  Ureton.  I  think  his  en- 
thusiasm carries  him  rather  far  when  he 
makes  out  nearly  all  the  iiaiues  on  our  east 
coast  as  I'ortuguese.  Conception  Hay  is  so, 
but  Umimtrixlit  is  tlistinctly  Italian  (so  is 
/iiioiin  \'fiiliii(i — good  fine''  lucky  liit  I). 
In  Spanish  it  would  be  /{iiciiii  }'i.sl<( ;  in 
I'ortuguese  Boti  I'i.tta.  Jiaso  is  also  Italian; 
it  means  shaved,  cut  off — an  cxcelknt  desLri|i- 
tion  of  our  faiiKMis  headland.  The  English 
word  razor  is  from  the  same  source.  Cabot 
made  at  least  two  voyages  to  Newfoundland  ; 
he  was  a  skilled  seaman  iii^d  map-uiiiker,  and 
though  the  originals  of  his  maps  have  all  dis- 
ap[ieared,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  made 
a  running  survey  of  the  coast,  named  the 
headlands,  and  markcil  them  on  cliaits.  The 
Kill!/  maj),  l,')(i2,  is  the  earliest  to  contain  a 
name  that  has  mrvived  (unless  the  su|)- 
]i()sition  that  the  Cape  lOnglisb  of  J.  de  la  Cosa 
and  modeiii  maps  are  identical  is  correct)  ; 
its  Ca])0  IJaso  is  distinctly  Italian,  although 
the  map  was  probably  made  in  I'ortugal,  thus 
showing  strong  presumptive  evidence  of  its 
being  ci  pied  from  a  Cabotian  chart. 

-  .SVc  p.  lOC. 

■*  1  feel  convinced  Cabot  saw  our  cajiital 
in  all  its  primitive  beauty,  the  bold  outlines 
of  the  surrounding  hills  clotherl  to  the  water's 
eilge  with  the  dark  verdure  of  the  forest  ;  it 
must  have  been  n  beautiful  scene;  his  navi- 
gatoi's  eye  would  s|iccially  iioti'  its  uniipic 
value  as  a  land-locked  hailiour,  the  most  per- 
fect of  its  kiiul  in  the  world. 
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ar^nniuiit  is  the  fact  tliat  in  most  Portu^niose  mnpn  BonaviHtiv  clors 
•i«>t  H|,|„,ir,  whilHt  in  tlu'  imi|)  of  (Jaspar  Vi('<,'as  in  ir.lU  it  is  j^iv.-n  as 
n'Hivyn,  a  translation  into  r..rtuoufs.'  from  tlu-  orij^inal  Italian  Hiwmt- 
viata.  Vi,.,ra.s  and  others  appear  to  have  received  tlie  name  from 
Bailors  on  the  coast,  and  not  from  the  jroo^'rapliers. 

On  his  return  to  En^dand,  Au^mst  (ith,  141)7,  the  old  Venetian 
navi^rat.H  ,vas  received  with  j,neat  rej(.icin^^  On  tlie  2:h-d  of  August, 
M'venteen  .lays  after  liia  ariival,  ras(|uali},w,  a  Ventitian  in  London, 
writin;,' to  his  brother  in  Venice,  say;s  :— 

"  Tho  EiiKlinh  rnn  after  him  like  mad.  His  name  is  Zuan  Cabot,  nnd  they  call 
him  the  great  Admiral."  ' 

The  most  interestinj,'  account  of  the  voyaf^'e  is  contained  in  nn 
amuninj,'  letter  from  Riiimondo  di  Soncino,  London,  to  the  Duke  ot 
Milan,  18th  Decemher  U!)?:— 

•'  The  king  has  gained  a  great  jmrt  of  Ania  withoat  a  stroke  of  the  sword.  In 
this  kingdom  ia  a  i^pular  Venetian  culled  Zoanno  Caboto,  a  iiiaa  of  con- 
siderable ability,  most  skiUiil  in  navigation,  who  having  seen  tlic  mo.st  serene 
kings,  first  him  of  J'ortugal.  then  him  of  Spain,  that  they  had  occn|>icd  unknown 
islands,  thought  to  make  a  similar  ac(|nisition  for  His  Majesty  [Honry  VII.J.  And 
having  obtained  the  royal  p'ivilegos  which  gave  him  the  use  of  the  land  found  by 
him,  provided  the  right  of  possession  was  reserved  to  the  Crown,  lie  departed  in  a 
little  ship  from  Bristol  with  18  persons,  who  jdaced  their  fortunes  with  him. 
Passing  Ibernia  [Ireland]  more  to  the  west,  and  then  ascending  towards  the  north, 
he  began  to  navigate  the  eastern  jiart  of  the  oecan,  leaving  for  some  days  tho  north 
to  tho  right  hand,  and  having  wandered  enough  he  catne  at  last  to  firm  land,  where 
he  planted  the  royal  banners,  took  possession  for  his  Highness,  made  certain  marks, 
and  returned. 

"  Tho  said  Messer  Zoanne,  as  ho  is  a  foreigner  and  jmor,  would  not  be  believed 
if  his  partners  who  are  all  Englishmen,  and  from  Bristol,  did  not  tesiii'y  to  the 
truth  of  what  he  tells.  This  Messer  Zoanne  has  tho  description  of  the  world  in  a 
chart,  and  also  in  a  solid  globe  which  ho  has  made,  and  he  shoius  where  he  Imulcd ; 
and  that  going  toward  the  east  he  passed  considerably  beyond  the  country  of  the 

'i'anais The  sea  is  full  of  fish  which  are  taken  not  only  with  tho 

net  but  also  with  a  basket  in  which  a  stone  is  put  so  that  the  basket  may  plunge 
into  water  ....  And  the  Englishmen,  his  partners,  say  that  they  can 
bring  so  many  fish  that  the  kingdom  will  have  no  more  business  with  Islai^da 
[Iceland],  nnd  that  from  this  country //tei'c  will  bo  a  very  cjr eat  trade  hi  the  jinh 
they  call  stock  fish. 

'*  They  say,  now  they  know  where  to  go,  the  voyage  will  not  take  more  than 
15  days  if  fortune  favours  them  after  leaving  Ibernia.  .  .  .  The  Admiral,  as 
Messer  Zoanne  is  already  styled,  has  given  his  companion,  a  Burgundian,  an  island, 
and  has  also  given  another  to  his  barber,  a  Genoese,  and  they  regard  themselves 
as  Counts,  and  my  lord  the  Admiral  as  a  Prince.  And  I  believe  that  some  poor 
Italian  friars  will  go  on  the  voyage,  who  have  the  promise  of  being  Bishoi)s.  And 
I,  being  a  friend  of  the  Admiral,  if  I  wished  to  go,  could  have  an  Archbishoprick."  '^ 


'   Venetian  Calendars,  i.  2G2. 

-  This  letter,  in   the   State   archives  of 


Milan,   was  first   published  in    1SG5    in    the 
Annuario  Scientifico, 
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The  kin<^  does  not  seem  to  have  been  much  moved  by  tlie 
enthusiasm  of  his  .su])jects.  In  an  entry  in  the  Privy  Purse  expenses 
of  the  monarch,  this  item  is  found :  "  August  10th,  1497.  To  hyn\ 
that  found  the  new  isle,  10^,"  '  This  may  have  been  paid  to  the  great 
A(hniral,  thougli  iiiord  probably  it  was  a  gratuity  to  the  sailor  who 
tirst  sighted  land.  However,  on  the  18th  December  of  tlie  same  year,  a 
pension  of  20^.  a  year  wa-t  granted  to  John  Cabot,  payable  half-yearly. 
This  was  sealed  on  the  2iSth  January  following  (l-lDcS),  On  the  3rd  of 
February  14!)8,  the  ft)llowing  warrant  was  issued  to  John  Cabot : — 

"  To  nil  Men  to  whom  theis  presenteia  shiill  coino  gi'ctying  :  Ktiow  ye  that  Wo 
of  our  Grace  espet'ialc  and  dyvcrs  causes  us  uioviiig,  We  have  given  and  grnuten, 
and  by  thest'  ]jres(Mits  gi've  and  grannte,  to  oni-  well  beloved  John  Kaljotto,  the 
N'enecian,  sufRcicnto  auctoi'ite  and  jiower  that  he  hy  him,  Ids  Dopu'io  or  Deputioa, 
sufficient  may  take  at  his  ])lensure  VI  Englisiic  shipes  in  any  Porte  or  Fortes,  or 
other  places  within  this,  our  Realme  of  England  or  Obeisance,  bo  that,  and  if  the 
said  shi])pL'S  be  of  the  burthen  of  CC  tonnes,  or  under,  with  theinpparail  requisite 
and  necessarie  i'or  the  safe  conduct  of  the  said  ^hippes,  and  them  convey  and  leado 
to  tlie  Londe  <md  L^Ies  of  late  founile  hy  the  said  John,  in  our  name  and  by  our 
comniandnieiit.  Paying  for  them  and  every  of  them  as  if  we  should  in  or  for  our 
own  cause  pay  and  none  otherwise." 

This  would  enable  him  to  take  up  six  ships  on  the  same  terms  as  if 
for  the  use  of  the  Royal  Navy,  but  he  has  still  to  pay  tor  them  himself, 
and  even  the  noble  pension  of  20/.  is  to  be  taken  out  oi  the  revenue  of 
Bristol,  not  from  the  king's  OA\-n  ample  means.  In  the  spring  of  the 
next  year  (14!»S^  John  Cabot  went  on  a  second  voyage,  Mindful  of  the 
innnense  ([unittities  of  h.sh  seen  about  our  island  on  the  tirst  voyage, 
other  masters  also  came  out  this  }'oar  provided  with  fishing  gear  and 
fishermen ;  from  the  tV)llowiiig  Records  we  learn  that  Bristol  and 
London  merchants  fitted  out  ships  with  liats,  caps,  nnd  hosiery,  and  the 
famous  West  of  England  blankets  and  cloth,  to  barter  and  trade  ;  also, 
that  some  money  was  recei\ed  from  the  king,  probal)ly  by  way  of 
loan  : — 

"  14'  8. — This  year  one  Seliastian  Gaboto,  a  Genoa's  son.  born  in  Bristow,  .... 
caused  the  king  to  nnm  and  victual  a  8hi[)  at  Bristow  to  search  for  an  island  which 
he  knew  to  be  ri'plenishi.'d  with  rich  conimoditicH.  In  the  ship  diver.'*  merchants 
of  London  adventured  small  stocks,  and  in  the  company  <>f  ibis  sliip  sailed  also 
out  of  Bristow  three  or  four  small  ships  fraught  with  sleight  and  grosso  wares,  as 
coarse  cloth,  cajis.  luces.  i>oints.  and  such  other." -' 

"April  1st.  IIW,  a  reward  of  t'J  to  James  Carter,  for  giving  to  the  new  isle." 
"  To  Laiislot  Thirkill.  of  London,  upon  a  prest  for  his  hhipp  going  towards  the 
new  Ilande,  ±2iid  },hn'd\,  1  li»S,  £20." 

"  Delivered  to  Launcelot  Tirkill  going  towards  the  Now  lie  in  prest  £20." 
"April  Idt,  149H,  to  Thomas  Bradley  and  Launcelot  Thirkill,  going  to  the  new 
Isle,  fAK"  ^ 


'  Bkntlkv's  Excerpta  Historkn,  1831, 
p.  113. 


'  Stowi'.'s  Annairs,  '.fil.'i,  p.  182. 

"  BKNTLEv'b  Etvi'iphi  IJiatoriva,  p.  116. 


FISHING  AND  TRADING  COMMENCED. 
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In  1  >G J  we  have  nnmistakeable  evidence  from  Spanish  sources  of 
English  discoveries,  in  the  map  of  Juan  de  la  Cosa.^  Cape  Race,  oi', 
possibly.  Cape  English,  in 
St.  Mary's  Bay,  is  repre- 
sented by  the  "  Cavo  de 
Ynglaterra  "  (  "  English 
Cape ")  ;  further  we^t  on 
the  same  map  is  an  inscrip- 
tion, "  Mar  descubieita  por 
Ingleses  "  ("  Sea  discovered 
by  the  English").  This 
map  probably  .shows  the 
results  of  Cabot's  -.second 
voyage.- 

Tiie  pension  and  warrant 
are  the  last  records  of  the 
famous  explorer,  John  Cabot. 
lie  utterly  disappears  from 
liistory  about  tliis  period  ; 
whether  he  di( d  or  left 
England,  we  cannot  tell.'' 
He  discovered  a  new  con- 
tinent, and  no  man  knows 
his  grave. 

In  March  1.501  John 
Cabot's  patent  seems  to 
have  been  cancelled,  and  a 
new  chariVr  ';vanf,ed  to  three 
suKstai'tial  merchants  — • 
T'ioiiMsAsnL'nlHn>t,Kiehard 
W-jJe,  aMo'.  John  Thomas,  and  thive  Portuguese  from  the  Azores — 
John  Gonzalo  and  John  and  Francis   Fi"'nando,     In  December  of  the 


CVSTOM  H0U8K,  UlUSTOL. 

From  Millenl's  Map.  Iii71. 


'  .iCAN  nic  l.\  CuSA  \v;is  ii  (l!';iiii;i^iiisli( 
liisciiyaii  liuvifiutor  and  <;eoi.rrii]ilii'r,  iiadve 
oV  Siuifonu.  In  the  list  nt'  tlie  ijnw  of 
('i)lun''.)us'  vesi"'!  —  the  Santa  j^/.i/'/c  — lii' 
i*^  mi'ntioned  as  "  Maostre,"  w  "  Sailinjf 
JIaster."  lie.  was  a  iiu'niliiT  of  tli  >  cck-- 
bniloil  Confr.ictation  House  of  Seville  'or  the 
)ii'<iniotion  if  navigation  aiul  the  exaiiiination 
anil  the  llo'iisinf;  of  jiilots  for  tlie  lii.ln  s. 

•'  I'edro  de  Avala's  letter  about  this 
Viija^e  is  given  at  p.  'J'.l. 

•'  Aecordiiig  •,!)  the  iSpaiii'Ii  writers,  John 
Tahot  was  a  knul  of  see-  nil-eiass  ('olmnlais, 
and  hi'd  hee!i  hodi  to  Li- lion  anil  Seville  ti-wiij; 
to   got   aid  lor  his  tc'ieuie  of  Trausatlautic 


■■•  /Very,  They  admit,  however,  that  there 
is  no  very  reliahle  authority  tor  this  statement. 
It  ;.)  very  likely  that  he  may  have  been  in 
these  eities  many  times  in  tlu>  eouise  of  his 
regular  business  as  a  nieiehant.  As  the 
originator,  pfobably.  of  great-eircle  sailinjr, 
John  Cabot  showed  himt-elf  a  man  of  great 
originality,  no  mere  servile  imitator  of 
(  (ilumbus  ;  he  noliee<l  also  the  variation  of  the 
eompass.  The  knowledire  of  these  two  fai'ts 
Seems  to  have  constituted  the  lifedong  stoek- 
iu-trade  of  his  son  Sebastian.  It  is  suggested 
by  Bristol  writers  that  Cathay  Street  eoui- 
uieiuorates  die  vo^a^'es  of  Cabot. 


u 
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samo  year  nnoUior  p/itent  was  drawti  out  in  favour  of  Hugh  Eliot 
aiul  Aslu-nhursf,  and  two  Portuffuose — John  Gonzalo  and  Francis  Fer- 
nando.    Tliis  new  charter  gave  the  patentees  the  very  largest  powers,  and 


RUYSCn'3  MAP,  ]i"08.1 

From  the  FfnUmn  j)ublisheil  at  Rome,  I'lOS. 


a  nionojxily  of  ti'ade  to  the  new  land  for  ft^rty  years.  Thin-e  is  a  special 
reservation  in  favour  of  the  King  of  Portugal,-  whose  suhjects  we  sliall 
find,  later  on,  were  the  inest  friendly  and  liberal  to  Gilbert.  As  far  as 
Ave  can  learn,  Henry's  charters  for  the  new  isle  were  so  much  waste 
paper. 

In  the  year  1501  we  have  an  account  of  the  tirst  Portuguese  vo^-age 
to  North  America,  made  by  the  noVtle  and  intrepitl  navigator,  Gaspar 
Cortereal.  He  came  on  this  coast  'vith  a  charter  from  the  King  of 
Portugal  to  possess  the  land,  a  'd  for  many  yenrs  after  his  death  his 
relatives  held  the  hereditary  title  of  (Jovernor  of  Terra  Nova.'  The 
acctnuits  of   the  tirst  voyages,  in  which   he  sailed  along  the  Greenland 


'  Tliis  is  tlic  first  ciiirraviMl  iniip  to  show 
Newfouiidhiiid.  iluvsch  siivs  lu"  saiU'd  to 
tl'.t' new  poiinlrv  in  an  Kiijilisli  ship ;  lu>  lla■^ 
ht'cu  tlioiifiht  to  !»■  the  liiirtjiiMiliaii  wlio  went 
ill  ( 'iibot's  first  v(ivaK>' ;  lliis  map,  however, 
was  coiiiiioscil,  it  is  fvidciit,  at  a  somewhat 
later  period. 

-  I'cissibly  the  rortitguese  granted  Eiig- 


lisliiiien  fri'e(h):;i  to  trade  in  tlie  Tirazils  and 
clsrwliere  in  exehanj^e  for  the-  rijrht  ot'  tlshinj; 
ill  N(!«t'oiiiidluiid. 

•'  Spain  and  I'ortnsial  clainied  tlie  new 
world  as  their  own;  tliev  hxdied  upon  tho 
I'!ii<;lish  r.  ■  ]ioaehers  on  tlieir  presi'r\es.  I'opo 
Ah'xander  VI.,  in  I4'.t:!,  drew  a  lino  of  deiiiar- 
eiition  100  leagues  west  froiii  tlie  Azores  and 
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(H)jist  nnd  madt!  this  island  aii<l  Lahrador,  are  shaflowy.  His  \dy.ig<.'  in 
1501  is  given  liy  rascpialio-o,  tlie  Venetian  Ambassador,  and  Alherto 
Cantino.  Two  of  his  vessels  hrought  home  fifty  or  sixty  native^t.  The 
king  was  much  pleased  witli  the  description  of  tlie  country,  on 
account  of  tlie  tindier,  and  he  said  the  captives — prohahly  Montagnais 
— were  the  hest  slaves  he  had  ever  seen.  The  daring  Caspar  was 
lost  un  the  Labratlor  coast. 

The  Rev.  George  Patterson,  in  his  very  able  and  learned  paper — "  A 
Lost  Chapter  in  American  History  " — informs  us  that  : — 

*•  Itnmediiitcly  after  Gaspar  CorttTcal's  first  yoyago — IoKO  or  loid — fishing 
companies  wore  formed  in  A'iana,  Aveiro,  and  Terceira,  Portugal,  for  the  pnrposo 
of  fonuiiing  ost;il)lishiiients  in  Terra  Nova.  In  V)06  the  King  of  Portugal  gave 
orders  that  all  fishermen  returning  from  NcAvfoundland  should  j)ay  a  tenth  part  of 
their  profits  at  the  Custom  House.  At  diH'ercnt  times  Aveiro  alone  had  6'>  vessels 
Hailing  to  Newfoundland,  and  in  l-'ioo  l"iO  fishing  vessels.  Eipial  numbers  sailing 
from  Oporto  and  other  ports,  gave  a  largo  increase  of  revenue."  ' 

This  is  not  the  only  or,  to  us,  the  most  important  of  the  •'  lost 
chapters  "  of  our  liistoiy.  As  regards  England's  share  in  this  great 
Transatlantic  codfisliery,  most  writers  have  declared  that,  for  the  first 
half  of  the  sixteenth  centurv — from  1500  to  15G0 — there  were  no  Enolish 
ti.sliermen  or  traders  in  Newfoundland.  As  I  read  the  testimony  of  the 
Records,  this  is  al)Solutely  an  incorrect  view  of  history.  Tlie  silence  of 
liistorians  on  such  a  subject  is  no  evidence  whatever.  Such  a  vulgar 
subject  as  the  fishery  and  fishenuen  was  quite  beneath  the  dignity  of 
history.  Tlie  ainials  of  the  kingdom  were  the  acts  of  princes.  The 
destiny  of  nations  was  truly,  in  these  times,  the  sport  of  kings:  con- 
sequently, we  have  every  vagaiy,  religious  and  matrimonial,  of  Henry 
the  Vlllth,  the  cut  of  Elizabeth's  ruHs,  and  the  colour  of  her  petticoats, 
while  there  is  not  a  word  aliout  the  daring  fishermen  v.ho  left  little 
oliscure  western  ports  to  found  our  Colonial  Empire.  Tiie  public — the 
con\mon  pt'0[)le  who  formed   the   British   nation — seem   to  be  entirely 


Cape  Verde  I>laiids,  measured  from  a  point 
midway  between  tlie  two  ;  all  west  of  this  line 
to  beloiiji  to  Spain,  all  east  to  I'orlupal.  It 
is  doulitful  whether  the  I'ope  ori^'inally 
intended  to  frrant  the  I'eninsiihir  I'owers 
territory  in  America  north  of  Spanish 
latitudes,  especially  whiMi  wo  consider  that 
Kiifiland  was  still  a  Honian  Catholic  country 
and  frien<lly  with  Spain  ;  certainly  by  in- 
charters  Henry  VII.  repudiated  any  such 
interjiretation  ;  perhaps  the  divorce  of 
Catherine  and  lleary's  ipuirrel  with  file  Pope 
eauseil  the  Sp:ini>li  to  claim  all  America  ^^e^t 
ot'lheline.  I  think  the  Portuguese  claimed 
our  island  at  lii>t  under  pretence  of  prior  dis- 
covery, and  not  hy  virtue  of  the  Papal  deci-.ioii. 
In  the  earlier  maps  Xewfouudlaiid  wus  placed 


niiieli  too  far  to  the  east  t.i  come  within  the 
Portuguese  jurisdiction.  Kiliero,  the  Spanish 
oHicial  cart'iirrupher,  i;ives  Cireeiiland  only  to 
the  Knglish,  whilst  our  island  is  marked 
Tiera  Nova  de  Cortereiil,  and  the  I'nited 
State-,  as  Tiera  de  Ksteva  (ioiui'Z.  In  the 
Maiollo  map  our  island  is  marked  Cortereal, 
In  the  fine  map  of  Menator  »  1. ■)(;'.•)  we  liavo 
much  fuller  geographical  iiitormation,  anil 
the  Portu;;uese  and  Spanish  preteiisi(Mis  as 
owners  of  the  whole  new  world  are  no  loiipfer 
iiiaintaiMcd. 

'  I'niiis.  J{i»/iil  Sorirfi/  of  Cdiidilti. 
v(d.  viii.,  sec.  ii.,  p.  Uj,  I8'J(>.  77ic  I'or- 
/h(/mc,s(;  on  the  iiorfh-rast  cmist  of  America,  ^c, 
by  Key.  G.  PAiriiKsox,  D.l). 
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igiiorc<l.  Take  the  very  latest  English  Histories  on  the  Tudor  Period, 
and  you  will  find  about  three  lines  on  the  discovery  of  North  America, 
and  a  hundred  paf,'es  ilevoted  to  Anne  Boleyn.  The  tiue  history  of 
the  ])eriod  can  only  be  found,  in  the  Records  and  the  ^rand  old  Acts  of 
Parliament.  It  is  on  the  midoubted  evidence  of  the^e  ancient  docu- 
ments that  I  base  my  argument  that  England  governed  Newfoundland 
and  participated  in  her  fishery  continuously  from  the  earliest  period. 
It  is  certain  that  Caliot  made  two,  if  not  three  voyages,  and  that  the 
second  was  partly  for  trading.  The  following  entries  show  that  there 
were  English  or  Anglo-Portuguese  trading  voyages  to  the  new  isle  in 
the  first  years  of  the  sixteenth  century  : — 

"  loU2,  January  7.— To  men  of  Bristol!  that  founile  Thislc,  £5. 

"  160-.?.  Sep.  30. — To  tLo  merchauta  of  Bristoll  that  have  bene  in  the  Newe- 
'.-,.:  !v.  Lnunde.  £20. 

"  1  rth  Nov.  I."i03. — To  one  that  brought  haukes  from  the  Ncwfounde  lulaiid,  £1. 

"  Pt\'  April  loO-i.— To  a  Proste  th.at  goeth  to  the  Ntw  Islande,  £2."  ' 

"  1505,  '2f)  August. — To  Claj-s  going  to  Richmond  with  wjlde  catts  and 
popyngays  of  the  Newfound  Island  for  his  costs  13  4. 

"  25  Septomlier  [?]. — To  Portzugak^s  that  broitght  popyngaia  and  catts  of  tbe 
mouutaigne  with  other  stnf  to  the  kingoa  grace. - 

'■  Tliis  year  '  (l.'i02)  wi'rc  brought  unto  the  king  three  men  taken  in  ye  Newfound 
Ishind&  by  Sebastian  CJabote  before-named,  in  Anno  Dimiini  1198.  Those  men  were 
clotlied  in  beast  skins  and  eate  raw  tlesh.  but  spake  such  a  hinguago  as  no  man 
could  understand,  of  the  which  three  men  two  of  them  were  seen  in  the  king's 
court,  at  Westminster,  Lvvo  yeeres  after.  They  were  clothed  like  Englishmen,  and 
could  not  be  discerned  from  Englishmen.''^ 

We  have  further  proof  that  the  West  of  England  was  foremost  in 
these  enterprises.  Will  anyone  for  a  moment  believe  that  these 
Devonshire  fishermen — the  most  pugnacious  and  pertinacious  race  in  all 
the  three  kingdoms — ever  entered  upon  a  most  profitable  business  and 
then  gave  it  up  '  This  argument,  strong  as  it  niiiy  appear  to  anyone 
actptainted  with  West  Countrymen,  is  not  all  or  even  the  strongest  ju'oof ; 
the  unanswerable  argument  is  contained  in  the  Acts  of  Heniy  YIIL, 
1,541,  ami  Edward  \"I.,  1.54H  (referred  to  in  my  next  chapter),  where  the 
Newfoundland  fisheiy  is  classed  with  ohl-established  trades  like  the 
Iceland  and  Orkney  fisheries.  Then  we  have  the  statements  of  Hayes 
and  Parkhurst  about  the  ancient  and  established  rule  of  the  ICnglish 
in  the  (A)lony.  How  could  it  be  established  or  ancient  if  English  fisher- 
men Avere  absent   irom   Newfimndland    from    l.')00    to  lotiU  i     A   late 


'  ISkntley's  l/islorid  Jj.rccrpln,  IS.ll, 
pp.  lliO,  \-2i),  l.ll,  l;).i. 

-  Cf.  .»/[((»/<■  1  (/(•  (iaflo  ill  tlie  Miiiolio 
map,  and  tla*  iiuiiuicnis  Cat  Unvs,  iSco.  on  onr 
coast.  This  iiniinai  was  the  faiiadian  l\nx, 
ealliil  in  NewfoiiiKlhind  "  wild  ciil  "  :  it  was 
very  ooiiiiiion  in  tlu'  i-arly  days,  and  llead- 
{.'oiist.ihk'  t)'Keilly  iiifoniis  iiie  tiicy  aii'  >t\\\ 
ubiuuiaut  on  the  west  coast,     I'lipiajay  is  from 


a  l'ortu>;iusc  word,  "  pana^'iiyo,"'  fur  a  l)iif;ht- 
loloarcd  l)ird,  piohahly  an  nwl  or  liawk  : 
tlu'se  hinN  aiv  very  abundant  on  the  i>liind, 
and  in  {ircat  varii'ty. 

^  It  is  fr,.|u.,„ily  tli()Mf:lit  tliat  tlicsi; 
natives  wiTe  bicaifriit  (ivor  in  1")02,  and  tiiat 
Sfliastian  Caliot's  name  was  an  erroneous 
interpolation  of  some  later  transeril)er. 

••  JJTowE'b  AiiKuks,  Itjia,  p.  485. 
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Kno'lisli  writer — J.  A.  Doyle— "The  Ei\gli-ih  in  Anifriett,"  speaks  of  the 
En^'iish  sailors  of  this  time  as  "jeopardizing  their  lives  on  the  dreary 
"  coast  of  Labrador,  and  hrintfing  Iiomo  strange  birds  and  savage  men 
"  to  amuse  the  citizens  of  London,"  Does  Mr.  Doyle  suppose  the 
Devonshire  fishermen  let  the  French  and  Portuguese  reap  jill  the  benefits 
of  this  splendid  and  proHt;d)l(i  fishery,  which  Raleigh  <leclared  in  his 
day  was  the  mainstay  antl  supjiort  of  the  western  countries,  and  content 
themselves  with  catching  hiiwks  and  capturing  Indians  ?  'I'ruly,  this 
would  not  be  the  West  Country  way  ! 

From  contemporary  records  we  can  now  state  pretty  accurately 
when  the  various  nations  began  to  fish  in  Newfoundland,  The  Eno-Jish 
in  l-AOS;  the  lecords  show  their  continuous  operations  from  that  date. 
The  Portuguese  appear  to  have  commenced  the  fishery  in  1501,  The 
first  account  of  the  French  is  in 
1.504,  There  is  a  record  of  a 
voyage  of  Jean  Denys,  i>f  Htirfieur, 
to  Newfoinidland  ill  I50(i;'  he  is 
said  to  have  made  a  map  of  the 
Island,  which  has  been  lost.  In 
tlie  Piiris  National  Libi-ary  the 
following  record  has  been  found  l>y 
M.  Harrisse  : — ■ 

"Let  ,a  noto  be  made  of  the  niafk 
of  my  txiats  and  harks  which  I  h'avo  in 
Newt'oundlaiid  in  tho  Imvon  of  Jean 
Uenys'  called  Rouirnonst." - 

As  we   have   set'n,  the  first  and 

chief    result    of  the    discovery    of 

North  Americii  was  thi'  inuiiediate 

e.stiiblishinent    of   a    gn-at   fishery. 

In  all  ages  of  the  worM  the  fishery 

has  been   the  mother  of  con)merce,  the  parent  of  navigation.     The  cod 

fishery,  pursueil  by  Englishmen  first  in  Iceland,  anil  afterwards  on  a 

larger   scale    in  Newfoundland,    made  Englishmen    sailors,  and   Britain 

a  groat  niivritime  Power.      De  Witt  savs :  — 

"Tbe  navy  of  Eiujlaiid  hociinio  formidable  by  the  discovory  of  the  inexpressible 
rich  tishing  bank  of  XewfouiuUaml." 


SEllASTlAX  C.\110T.» 


'   HAMfsto's    Dclle   ytivij/iitidiii,    l."),")0,  time  at  Whiffliall.froin  \\lu'ni'c  it  clisajuwarecl. 

vol.  iii.,  p.4-J.'3,  \o.  Mr.    liiildle    found    and    imivhascd    \t,    hat 

'•'   I'aris      Xdfinudl      Lihrurij  ;      MSS.  nid'(>rliMuitcly  it   was   hiiriit   at    his  liouso    in 

FraiK^dis,  24,2011.  I'itlshurfrh.  Va..  in  IHI.-),  not,  however,  I.cfore 

'  .^'"'.'.V    ^VJ^■soll's    A'.    iV    C.    Hist,    of  two  jrood   eojiies  had   heen  inadi',  from  one  of 

.•fmci/cd,  iii,  5,      Mr.  Charh's  Deane  (.>'.  y  f '.  which,  hy  Ciia|iinan,  this  ciiiiravins  is   inucie. 

II.  of  A;  iii.   31)   say.s  the   orifjinal  portrait  The  ['ortrait  represents  ("abot  after  his  return 

is  mentioned  hy  Purehas  j  it  hung  for  some  to  liughind,  when  he  was  a  veiy  old  man. 


/    p.  2729. 
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It  was  tliis  inihistry  tliat  first  starti-'d  tlie  early  colonisation  of  North 
America;  the  tisliery  was  the  ])o\verl'ul  incentive  that  bound  England 
to  the  New  World  for  a  century.  The  fir.st  attempted  settlement  of  New 
En^dand  by  Gosnold  and  Brercton  in  1G02  was  to  prosecute  this  fishery. 

It  is  amongst  the  popular  fictions  of  American  history  that  when  the 
Pilgrim  Fathers  moored  their  barque  on  the  wild  New  England  shore, 
their  sole  oliject  was  to  worship  God  in  their  own  way,  and  to  kill 
Quakers  after  their  own  fashion,  but  sober  history  tells  quite  a  different 
tale.  In  Winslow's  "  Brief  Narration  of  the  True  Grounds  or  Causes  of 
"  the  first  Plantino-  of  New  Enjiland,"  it  is  stated  that  when  the  Puritans 
sent  agents  from  Leyden  to  the  High  and  Mighty  Prince  James  to  gain 
his  frnscnt  to  their  going  to  America,  the  king  at  once  asked,  "  What 
profit  might  arise  (' "  They  answered  in  one  single  woi'd — "  Fishing."  "  So 
God  have  my  soul,"  said  the  I'oyal  Solon,  "'tis  an  honest  trade;  'twas 
the  Apostl<>s'  own  calling " ;  and  so  they  obtained  leave  to  go.  They 
sought  a  place  for  theii-  settlement  convenient  for  cod  fishing  and 
whaling,  and  in  l(j24  they  sent  to  England  a  ship  laden  with  salt- 
C  '"'  h. 

The  time  of  the  discovery  of  Newfoundland  was  a  fortunate  period 
for  England.  Henry's  love  of  money  kept  him  from  war,  and  under  his 
peaceful  reign  Britain  began,  as  it  wvre,  to  gird  up  her  loins  for  the 
great  onward  race  that  was  to  commence  in  the  succeeding  reiarns.  In 
order  to  understand  the  importance  of  the  discovery  of  the  New  World 
to  England,  we  must  first  try  to  realise  the  contemporary  history  of  the 
Mother  Countrj'. 

At  this  ilistance  of  time  it  is  difficult  to  jncture  to  ourselves  how 
small  and  unimportant  England  then  was.  She  had  a  comparatively 
small  foreign  trade,  principally  in  wool.  To  encourage  this  manufacture, 
it  was  made  law  that  evervone  dving  should  be  buried  in  wool.  Even 
this  small  commerce  was  principally  in  the  hands  of  foreigners.  Fancy 
an  age  that  had  neither  ti'a  nor  coffee,  when  potatoes  and  tobacco  were 
uid'cnown.  Except  foi-  very  rich  ]ieople,  who  had  game,  there  was  no 
fresh  meat  to  be  had  all  through  the  M'inter.^  Fish,  fresh  and  salted, 
formed  the  chief  article  of  winter  diet.  To  our  forefathers  of  that  age, 
therefore,  the  discovery  of  the  fishing  grounds  of  Newfimndland  was  a 
veritable  God-'-end — a  piscatorial  El  Dorado.     Codfish  was  gold  in  these 
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'  I'iircK«  OF  !Mi-.AT  ANP  Bi:i:r!. — Tlie 
pvici'  of  iiiciit  in  tin-  Tudor  iifi(^  ;  1  <•«  t.  of  lictf, 
4.V.  8(/. ;  bt'i'l  and  ))ork,  al)oiit  .',(/.  ]u'i'  11).  ; 
inuttoii,  ;i  fartliiiifjs  por  11). ;  wlion  tlit^  (|iiaiti'i' 
of  malt  was  •_'.«.,  ale  was  one  lialfpciiiiy  per 
{ralloii  i  wlieu  it  rose  to  4s.,  tlie  gallou  of  ale 


was  one  penny.  S])anianls  were  astonished 
at  tlie  Enfjlish  food.  "  'I  hey  live  in  jxx)!' 
liouses,"  said  tin;  lordly  dons,  "  but  they  fare 
as  Well  ns  a  kinfr."  These  priees  should  he 
nndtii.lied  several  times  to  bring  them  up  to 
modern  money  value. 
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111.]  (lays.^  The  HiKtory  of  Xewfoundliuid,  cspcciiilly  its  oarliest  annals, 
is  t'jseiitiiilly  a  history  ol"  the  co<l  ti-hcry. 

It  is  a  straiiire  feature  in  tliose  turbulent  times,  aiiiid.st  wars  and 
rumours  of  wars,  to  find  fisliermen  sailin;:;  unnoticed  from  little  hurbours 
in  Northern  Spain,  Portugal,  France,  and  the  West  of  England,  spring 
after  sj)ring,  <laring  the  (hmgers  of  the  wcstei'n  seas,  the  fogs,  the  thick- 
libbed  ice,  and,  woi.se  than  all,  tlie  erring  captains — as  old  VVhitbourne 
called  the  rovei-s,  pirates,  and  sanguinary  sea-robbers  of  that  wonderful 
aire — to  irather  a  hai've.'-t  in  the  new-found-land. 

These  traders  escaped  tlie  notice  of  kings  and  chroniclers;  their 
lunnble  calliiiLr  ensured  their  safety  for  the  first  half  century.  In 
NewfouiidliUid,  besidis  the  fisheries,  they  carried  on  a  great  free 
trade :  oils  and  wines,  and  fruits  of  France,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  were 
exchsinged  for  English  cutlery  and  West  oi  England  cordagi',  cloth-hats, 
caps,  and  hosiery.'-  The  business  was  most  profitable  all  round  ;  it  buili,  up 
the  West  of  England.  Each  year  these  old  mariners  came  out  with  the 
easterly  winds  in  the  spring.  (Jf  the  French  and  PortugU(se,  .some 
fished  on  the  banks  and  brought  their  fi.sh  home  green,  but  the  majority 
met  in  St.  John's  every  year,  spring  au'l  autunni.  From  this  harl)0ur 
they  spread  themselves  out,  north  and  south,  to  carry  on  the  shore 
fishery,  each  nationality  going  together  in  small  comjianies  of  from 
four  to  six  .ships ;  returning  to  St.  John's  as  a  rendezvous  each 
nation's  ships  sailed  hoirie   together  in  convoy.' 

WhiLst  the  cod-h.sher  pursued  his  calling  in  .some  snug  harbour — 
Spaniard's    Ba^-,    Portugal    Cove,    Bi.>cayau    Cove,    Frenchman's    Cove, 
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wvrc  West  of  England  cloth  and  Uridport 
(•(inlafji".  lucn  in  our  time,  the  S|ianiar(lM 
l)ou;rlit  Gundrv's  linos,  twines,  and  cordajic 
iu  !St.  .John's  to  take  hack  to  Spain. 

■*  The  name?  on  the  east  eoast  of  New- 
foundland, especially  ahoiit  Conceplion  and 
Trinity  Bay,  all  prove  the  early  occupation 
of  these  localities  hy  the  Kn,';lish.  There  is 
not  a  solitary  foreifjn  name  in  Trinity  Bav. 
To  escape  the  exactions  of  the  luifjlish,  who 
ruled  over  all  from  the  very  coniuiencenient 
of  the  M!«hery,  the  I'ortuguese  spread  them- 
selves Sjuth,  west,  anil  north.  C'artier  met 
rortuj:uese  vessels  in  the  Straits  of  Itelle  Isle, 
and  we  see  from  the  liasipie  records  (pa<j(^ 
-IS)  that  the  hardy  ISiscayans  fi.shed  toirether 
in  small  conipanii's  of  two  and  three  vessels. 
Tlie  list  given  of  the  various  ports  frequented 
hy  tlicni,  sliows  how  widely  spread  were  their 
operations.  Their  firont  ohjeet  was  to  avoid 
a  price  per  (|uiiital  often  got  in  Spain  early  in  contact  as  much  as  possihie  with  the  o\tr- 
this  century.  hearing  Knglish  ;  their  poor    lagged  hireling 

-  Two  arlieli's  in  which  the  West  of  crews  had  uo  chance  in  a  fight  with  the 
Kngland  were  pre- eminent  in  the  days  of  Devonshire  IVeehooters.  In  the  south  of 
Elizabeth  (and  tor  which  Devon  and  Dorset  Xewfoundland,  it  is  made  part  of  a  h.^her- 
arc  still  celebrated  in  the  reigu  of  Victoria)      inau's  agreement  that  "  a  share  of  a  wreck  " 

B   2 


'  I'luci;  OF  iMsit,  l.")12  to  l.")2."). — Eaul 
1'i;kcv's  IIoi  sKiioi.p  1';.\i'1;nsks.  "  Deni  to  he 
paid  to  the  said  Iticlianl  (iowge  and  Thomas 
i'cr.'y  to  make  provision  for  cxi,  stock-fish 
for  tile  exjiensys  of  my  house  for  a  hole  yere 
after  ijd  obol  the  peee  by  e.stiinaeion.  And 
so  the  hole  scMiime  for  full  eoiilentacion  foi' 
the  s.iid  sfdck-fisli  for  one  hole 
.\.\.\iii  jd  Vi3s.  3(1.) 

.Same  account  for  her- 
rings for  a  jea- 

S.ilt  fish  cod  for  oi, 
year 

lied  herrings 

Salt  salmon 
N"i  wfoiindland  fish,  in  the  days  of  tiuccn 
Elizabeth,  was  sold  at  lO.v.  per  100  lisli — 
(•cpial  to  ."io.s.  per  ([tl.  This  would  be  (piile 
up  to  tlu'  old  West  Countiyman's  toast  in 
>.(\vfounillaii<l — "the  I'opeand  ten  dollars"- 
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English  HarVxMir — tliv;  more  <liiniif^  spirits,  chioHy  the  Biscayans,  chased 
the  seal  iiiid  tlie  wahus  in  tlie  Gulf,  and  followed  the  dangerous  trade  of 
the  whale  fisher^'.  The  head-(iuarters  of  the  latter  were  the  Ilaniea 
Islands  (the  present  Magdalen  Islands),  the  Straits  of  Belle  Isle,  and 
the  north-cast  portion  of  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.  They  followed 
their  quiet  avocations  armed  to  the  teeth.  Each  vessel  mounted  cannon, 
and  hi"  rude  arms  always  lay  alongside  the  HslieiMiian  as  he  plied  his 
oar  anv^4  cast  his  net.  But  they  were  merry  souls  amidst  all  the  dangers 
of  the  seas,  wars,  pirates,  and  rovers.  Each  wct'k  the  Admiral  of  the 
port  retired,  and  at  every  change  the  new  official  gave  a  feast  to  all. 
The  cheap  and  generous  wines  of  Europe  wouhl  then  be  freely  circulated, 
and  the  soml)re  woods  of  the  little  port  be  enlivened,  perchance,  by  the 
chanson  of  the  French  or  the  rattling  of  the  castanets  and  lively  airs  on 
the  Spanish  guitar.  If  it  was  a  Bascpic  port  r,he  fun  would  be  fast  and 
furious — tiiere  would  oe  the  national  Gaita  (the  bag-pipes)  and  song, 
dance,  and  single-stick  with  broken  heads,  to  enliven  the  feast. 

If  there  wei-e  Englisli  there  they  would  be  admirals  and  rulers  over 
all,  and  woe  betide  the  foreigner  who  disobeyed  the  West  Countryman's 
orders,  or  d;ired  to  do  anytliing  on  Sunday  but  driiik  and  rea.st. 

We  are  indebted  to  a  French  lawyer,  Lescai'bot,'    <  ho  was  one  of  the 

first  French  explorers  ot  Xo\a   Scotia,  for  a  graphic  description  td'  the 

surroundings  of    these    ancient  fishermen.      He    .says  one    old    master, 

Captain  Savalet,    of   the    little    French    fi'ontier    seaport    of  St,    Jean 

de  Luz— 

"  Received  us  with  all  the  kiiulness  in  the  ^vo^lll.  The  sood  honest  man  told 
me  that  the  snnio  voyage  was  the  forty-second  voj-ago  that  he  had  made  in  those 
])arts,  and  nevcrthelerfs  the  Xcwfonndland  iniMi  do  make  but  one  a  year.  He  was 
niarvelloush'  jilcased  with  liis  fishing,  and  told  me,  nioreonu-,  that  he  look,  every 
day,  fifty  crownos  worth  of  fish,  and  that  his  vo}-age  would  ho  worth  £1.000.  He 
paid  wages  to  sixteen  men  and  his  vessel  was  of  eighty  tunnes  and  would  can  y 
100,000  dry  fishes."  2 

Besides  this  descrii)tion  we  have  an  ancient  picture  of  the   mode  of 

fishing,  ti)e   stage,   the  water-horse,   the    splitting-tal)le,    the  pews,  the 

flakes,  the  hand  barrows  ;  all  are  exactly  like  those  to  be  found  to  this  dav 

around  our  shores.     The  hook  used  was  very  large,  and  the  barb  shaped 

shall  form  part  of  his  compensation,  and  in  '  Mauo    Lkscaubut — "  Avoeat  en  I'ar- 

the  Elizabethan  days  the  spoils  of  iv  Spaniard       lament  " — came  ontto  .Vnnapolis  (tlie  French 


was  considered  as  regular  an  incident  in  the 
fishery  as  the  share  of  cod.  All  foreigners 
made  St.  John's  their  reudezvons  for  convoy. 
The  end  of  Augnst  was  a  usual  time  for 
sailing,  and  the  presence  of  so  many  Portu- 
guese and  other  fortjign  vessels  in  St.  .John's 
dnrine  Gilhert's  visit  is  thus   accouuted  for. 


Port  lioyal)  with  I'outiincourt  in  1006.  tfe 
was  a  jovial  fellow,  who  enjoyed  the 
rough  life  with  the  Indians,  fishing,  shoot- 
ing, and  camping  out.  He  helped  to  found 
the  first  settlement  iu  Nova  Scotia  (Acailie). 
For  a  promeiUKie  in  the  winter  he  built  a 
covered   verandah  to  their  house.     We   owe 


The   great     Portuguese   fishing   fleet,    which  to  this  whole-souled  lawyer  "The  History  of 

in    the    Elizabethan    age  employed    several  New  France " 

thousand   men,  is   now   represented   by  two  -  Lkscaiibot's  ZVbi'a  Francia,  London, 

banking  schooners,  and  about  fifty  fishermen.  1609,  p.  12'.). 


THE  MAXNER  OF  FISHING. 


21 


lis,  chused 
js  trade  of 
ht!  Rainea 
li  Isle,  and 
Y  f(dlo\vod 
ed  cannon, 
e  plit'd  Ins 
he  dangers 
liral  of  the 
east  to  all. 
■  circulated, 
,nce,  hy  the 
•ely  airs  on 
he  fast  and 
)  and  sonjjf, 
st. 

rnlers  over 
luntryman's 

LSt. 

one  of  the 
[)tion  of  the 
old  master, 
if  St.    Jean 

est  man  told 
urtdc  in  tlioso 
ear.  Ho  was 
took. every 
1  £1.000.  He 
■wonld  carry 

he  mode  of 

e  pews,  the 

to  tliis  day 

jarb  shaped 

ivooat  eu  I'liv- 
(tlie  Kivneli 
It  in  l(i06.  \lii 
enjoyed     the 

fisiiinir,  shoot- 
el  pe'l  to  found 

'otia  (Aciidie). 
Iter  he  built  a 
)uso.     We  owe 

The  History  of 


like  ft  harpoon.  The  dress  of  the  fislierman  is  (luaint;  each  worker  is 
represented  with  a  long  hil) — the  harvel— reaching  from  his  neck  to  his 
toes,  tied  in  at  the  waist,  long  boots,  a  sort  of  mop  cap,  or  something 
like  a  soft  felt  with  the  brim  tinned  down,  or  else  the  "  borra  '  copied 
from  the  Basiiue,  like  the  b.nnet  or  Tam-O'Siianter  of  the  Highlander, 
All  wore  brciad  leather  belts  ;  braces  are  (piite  a  niddern  invention.  I 
have  never  seen  a  barvel  myself,  but  an  old  friend,  Mr.  John  Pike  of 
St.  Lawrence,  tells  me  he  can  remend)er  when  all  the  tishermeti  used 
them  ;  they  were  made  of  .sheep  skin,  with  the  wool  inside,  the  outside 
coated  with  tar — long  aprons,  like  the  dress  of  the  ;inci(;nt  fishermen, 
fastened  with  a  belt.  This  was  bid'ore  the  invention  of  oil  clothes. 
Barvels  were  used  by  fishermen  all  along  the  North  American  coa.st. 

The  shore  codfishery,  known  amongst  the  French  as  "  Ln  pxhe 
»c(Ji"ntaire,"  was  pursued  very  much  in  the  same  maimei"  as  it  is  carried 
on  to-flay.  The  boats  went  out  before  dawn,  returned  with  their  loads, 
the  fish  were  thrown  up  at  the  stage  heads,  split,  and  salted.  The 
splitting  table,  the  trough,  known  as  the  water  horse  (for  washing  out 
the  fish  after  salting),  the  flakes  (stages  raised  on  piles  and  covered  with 
boughs),  were  all  in  general  use  from  the  very  connnencement  of  this 
great  industry. 

The  bank  or  deep  sea  codfishery  was  carried  on  very  differently 
frcm  our  modern  I'letiiods.  The  men  all  fished  from  the  ship,  each  in  a 
sort  of  g.ingway  hung  over  the  side  of  the  vessel,  as  depicted  in  the 
engraving. 

In  those  early  days,  when  bidtows  were  unknown  and  traps 
miLh'eamed  of,  the  old-fashioned  fishermen,  with  their  primitive  hook 
as  big  as  a  small  killoek,  with  a  huge  lump  «)f  lead  or  iron  for  a 
sinker,  and  a  rough  strong  hemp  line,  caught  codfish  galore.  Some  of 
the  eaily  wiiters  stated  that  the  fish  were  so  abundant  that  the  bears 
used  to  catch  them  ;  I  have  heard  an  old  planter  declare  that  the  cod 
crowded  into  tlie  land  so  in  his  time  that  he  has  seen  a  <log  catch  fish; 
Jukes,  in  his  "  Excursions  in  Newfoundland,"  mentions  a  dog  of  CJeorge 
Harvey's,  Isle-aux-Morts,  which  cauglit  sculpins.  Although  the  early 
cod  catchers  fished  mostly  with  hook  and  line,  they  had  nets  in  addition, 
for  the  c  ipture  of  herring,  and  were  ac(juaiiitt?d  with  the  use  of  seines, 
for  die  taking  both  of  bait  and  larger  fish. 

The  English  was  entirely  a  shore  fishery,  on  the  princijde  of  shares, 
the  owners  of  the  vessel  receiving  two-thirds  of  the  catch,  the  crew 
one-third.'  The  Bretons  and  Normans  also  divided  the  proceeds  of  the 
voyage.     The  French  and  Spani.'^h  Bas(iues  and  the  Portuguese  all  paid 


•ancia,  London, 


'  This  wiis  a  custom  long  before  Newfoundland  was  discovered  (ef.  Talmkh's  Maiiship, 
vol.  ii.,  p.  88), 
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their  lucu  Wildes.  The  PDituguoHL'  wtTc  partly  hIioih'  Hslicniu'ii,  imitly 
liiiukci's.  'I'lic  Spjinisli  J'nisinu  .s,  or  IJiscayans,  Hliort' fislu'riiiL-ii,  wlialers, 
aii<l  sealers.  Tlic  Frciioh  wtMo  iiuistly  lianUors,  ami  nirrioil  their  tisi\ 
hoiiic,  as  they  do  now,  ^reeii,  to  he  al'tersvards  ilrit-d  and  made  in 
France;  many,  however,  were  engaged  in  the  shore  tisheiy. 


At  tirst  the  English  ha<I  veiy  small  ^ossoI«,  their  average  size  being 
less  than  fifty  tons ;  hy  Whitbourne's  time  they  had  increased  to  about 
eiglity  tons.  From  the  ver}'  eai'liest  period  the  English  liai]  a  carrying- 
fleet  (sack  ships);  as  the  small  over-ciowded  tishiug  ships  were  not  able 


TIIK  KNULISII  VESSELS. 
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to  convoy  tlio  profluct  of  tlicir  vnyaffo,  so  ]firi:;i'r  vcsscIh  took  tlie  (Irifd 
fish  to  tilt!  Mt'diti'rriviiciiii  iiifirkrts,  Tlic  J'.irtoiis  nnd  Normans,  who 
wore  ileep-.SL'ii  fislieniiL'n,  hnivcil  tlu'  d.injjfers  of  tlic  Atlantic  in  wivtcluHl 
little  tubs.  JIuch  larger  craft  woro  employed  by  the  BaKcjneH  and 
Portiifj^iiese ;  wo  read  uf  Basque  vessels  of  four  hundred  tons,  manned  by 
forty  men. 

Besides  carrying  on  a  shore  fishery  tin-  fishermen  did  a  barter  trade 
with  tlie  Indians  for  fui's,  and  like  gdod  CJhristians  they  tried  to  convert 
the  dusky  savages.  ^Vhen  one  of  the  chiefs  was  b<;ing  taught  the  Lord's 
prayer,  lie  came  to  a  full  stop  when  he  was  told  to  say,  "  Give  us  this 
day  our  duly  bread  "  ;  he  asked  if  be  prayed  for  1»read  alone,  would  ho 
get  any  fish  or  moose  meat  i  "  I  am  afraid,"  says  Lescarbot,  "  the 
sincerity  of  their  C(jiiversion  is  very  questionable." 

The  uncuuth  West  Country  name — The  New-founde-lande — wdiich 
has  remained  the  designation  of  our  Island,  apjilied  in  tlie  sixteeuth 
century  not  oidy  to  this  Colony,  but  also  to  Nova  Scotia,  New  Bruns- 
wick, Cape  Breton,  Prince  Edward's  Island,  and  the  islands  and  coasts  of 
the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  even  down  to  the  State  of  ]\biine.  Foi'eigni'rs 
called  these  countries  l)y  the  generic  name  of  the  "  Baccalaos" — tlie  land 
of  dried-cod-fish. 

By  150!),  Henry  VII.  was  gathered  to  bis  fathers  ;  he  never  dreamed 
of  the  mighty  empire  in  the  We.st  which  his  suVjects  were  founding — ■ 
the  New  Entiland  that  was  to  be.  Ignoble  and  inji'lorious,  however, 
as  were  the  days  of  his  reign,  they  served  as  a.  peaceful  preparation 
for  the  coming  time — the  golden  age  of  his  descemlaut,  Queeu 
Elizabeth. 
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I.  The  Iceland  Fishery. 

The  Icclaiiil  trade  iiiiil  fisliery  is  fiv- 
qiiently  inentioncd  in  the  Jieconls ;  I  think 
it  finl)iii«'('il,  IK  the  Ki'wfiiimdliiiKl  ii>lii'n  did 
ill  iiitiT  tinu's,  a  iiincli  wider  arcii  than  the 
name  implied,  I'nil  alily  fisiiernieii  frecinentlv 
liioMj^'lit  their  prodiiets  to  Wosfnianey,  not 
.;niy  from  "  (iiiiinliL'oni's  Skerries  "  mid  the 
east  eoast  of  (Jreenliind,  liut  also  from  Ward- 
house,  heyond  ('i\\e  North,  and  from  the 
JiUtt'oden  Irliind!),  the  hifiher  priees  realised 
for  tlie  eiire  of  the  real  Iceland  fish  iiiiikiiii,' 
it  proHtahle  to  lirinii  fish  from  other  loealities 
to  he  re-soid  as  "  Ii-eland."  The  extent  and 
rHmiti.''utioiis  of  the  trade  and  exehaiifre 
formerly  carried  on  in  leelaiid  and  the 
adjaeent  seas,  and  Kiigland's  share  io  it, 
lire  not  fully  realised  hy  historians.  The 
mention  of  a  "  Jilolnrhoii.ic"  in  the  will 
of  .lohii  Sparks,  of  t'roiner,  in  14ti.T  (  Kyk's 
Cromer,  I'asf  and  I'nmiil,  p.  51),  and 
the  depiction  of  an  Kii<^'lish  ship  whaling  in 
Oi,Ai;s  Ma(!ms'  Curlii  Marina,  Xtt'M)  {srv 
Wi.nsok's  A^.  iji-  C.  H.  (,f  A.,  i.  Vn),  look  as 
if  Kn^lishineu,  as  ivell  as  Uiscayncrs,  were 
eiigHued  in  the  lifleenth  century  iu  whaling. 
Mr.  Palmer  says  the  Kiiglish  merchants  went 
to  Wardhouse  for  luirings,  I  suppose  for 
bait  (  I'ai.mkk's  Manship,  i.  ;J11). 

Kiiglish  tisheriiieii,  accustomed  to  range 
over  tlu'  whole  noitli-eastern  liltoial  of  the 
Atlalitii!,  would  not  he  likely  to  allow  the 
new  o])ening  in  the  west  to  remnin  long 
undeveloped.  There  seems  some  ground  for 
siijiposing  that  tlu:  Lahrador  section  of  our 
fishery,  reached  hy  way  of  ("ape  Farewell, 
was  at  first  reekoiu/d  as  a  jiarl  of  the  Iceland 
voyage,  and  the  catch  sold  as  Iceland  fish. 
(Cf.  Zii:OLi;u'.s  niiip  of  (irotilnudia  and 
Terrii  liacallaos,  15;i2  ;  we  read  [from  Kast 
(jreeiilaiid],  "hide  contiuuator  littori  teria) 
Baccallaos.") 

Hohtrt  Uacon,  a  mariner  of  Cromer,  who 
captured  .lame!-  I.  of  ScoiUnd  in  140."),  claims 
to  have  heen  the  discoverer  of  Iceland  (Hvk's 
Crtimi'r,  Past  and  Vrfsent,  p.  4U)  ;  this, 
prohahly,  only  means  that  he  was  the  first 
Cromer  man  who  engaged  in  the  trade. 

In  1400  England  had  fishery  rights 
around  the  Island  (Cotton  M SS.),  hut  even  in 
i:!60  it  must  have  been  a  regular  voyage, 
for  one  Nicolas  of  Lynn  liad  been  five  times 
there,  on  one  occasion  making  the  voyage 
in  a  fortnight.  (Zaktsiann's  Nouvelli:i 
Annates.)  There  is  an  undated  MS.  at 
Hatfield,  No.  18C/72,  about  "the  priviledge 


of  ancient  fishing  !■  ^  ■••land."  Kohl,  in 
his  DiKfitrrrii   tif  .1,  ,     113),  (iu"iiiig 

from  .Magmieseii.  siiy  .  in  one  snowstorm 

in  A]>ril  141'.',  as  niiiny  as  'I'l  Knglish  vessels 
were  wrecked,  and  llicir  crews  drowned  ;  the 
tlisitster  was  altriliulcd  to  the  treachery  of 
the  islanders,  and  an  armed  force  was  sent 
from  Knglaiid  ti>  lake  revenge.  Kohl  also 
says  that  Knglisliiueii  frtipieiilly  landed  and 
fortified  theiiisi'lves  in  Iceland,  and  acted  as 
if  they  intcndiil  to  retain  permain-nt  posses- 
sion of  the  island.  This  stalrinent  is  borne 
out  by  a  map  made  about  l."i"JO,  marked 
No.  4  in  Kuntsmanii's  atlas,  which  shows  the 
English  standard  on  the  island. 

The  following  records  from  Hymer's 
Firdrra  show  to  some  extent  the  course  of 
English  commerce  in  the  north  in  the 
thirteenth,  fourteenth,  and  fifteenth  centuries, 

FuoM  UvMEu's  Ftfdera. 

Letter  in  1217,  f-  Henry  III.  to  the 
King  of  Norway,  su  \e  will  gladly  ju'o- 

niote  coniinercial  int  >  with  that  realm. 

Letter  from  the  Kin^  iN'orway  in  1284, 
asking  Edward  to  protect  the  Norse  mer- 
chants from  the  (iermans  while  iu  England. 
In  130'.),  Edward  II,  told  the  King  of  Norway 
he  would  be  glad  to  renew  the  ancient  friend- 
Khips  between  the  realms.  In  1311,  comiien- 
sation  was  clainicd  for  injuries  committed  on 
the  sailors  of  an  English  ship  wricked  in 
Norway.  In  1 31. "J  there  are  two  complaints 
from  Kd'.vard  II,  to  the  King  of  Norway,  that 
certain  Kiiglish  saih^rs  were  imprisoned  iu 
Norway,  and  Edward  asks  the  Norwegian 
king  to  listen  to  the  petition  of  the  English 
merchants;  and  later  on,  in  the  same  year, 
he  requests  the  restoration  of  the  goods 
of  the  Englishmen,  In  1316,  compensation 
was  claimed  for  injuries  done  to  some  mer- 
chants of  lierwick  by  Norwegians.  In  1361, 
Edward  III.  demanded  restitution  to  W.  de 
Stokesby  and  other  English  merchants  whose 
ship  was  plundered  at  Cost,  in  Norway.  In 
1408  license  was  granted  to  the  English  mer- 
chants in  Norway,  Sweden,  and  Denmark,  to 
elect  (/orernors. 

In  1411,  Henry  IV.  informed  the  coimcil 
of  North  lierne  [Hergen],  that  he  had  for- 
bidden the  Haiise  inerchftnts  to  leave  England 
in  consequence  of  the  injuries  done  to  English 
merchants ;  he  also  informed  them  that  he 
had  granted  licenses  to  nine  merchants  at 
St.  Kotolph  to  leave  England.  In  1412,  the 
merchants  of  Lei:n  (Lyuu)  were  illtreatcd  by 
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the  Hnnnc ;  Henry  IV.  desired  the  I.yiin  and 
Hanse  inerchiints  to  iin intimate  the  mutter. 
On  28th  November  1415.  the  Eiiftlish  kinj; 
i(  rlii'.dt)  tishirmen  goiliR  to  leelanil  and  the 
other  islands  of  Norway  and  Denmark,  exeept 
in  nicordance  with  (iiicniit  ruHlimii.  In  14  1i>, 
a  .hip  wiis  granted  to  the  Danish  ainbjissador 
to  return  home.  In  1  l.'l-'  there  is  a  resolution 
to  send  andiiissadoi's  to  Deinnark. 

Ou  'JHth  .lanuary  1  i:IH,  a  license  was 
given  to  John  lip.  of  Slialholt  in  Iceland,  to 
take  a  ship  to  Iceland  and  >end  it  hack  with 
iiureliancli.se  [?lish]  for  tlie  payment  of  his 
creditors.  Siniilar  license  to  .John  Up.  of 
llolar.  On  Utlth  I'eliruary  a  license  to  .John 
Secheford  and  .li  hii  (andeler,  to  export  corn 
and  other  victuals  to  Iceland  for  the  use  «( 
the  Up.  of  Scallielle,  confessor  of  the  King  of 
Denmark.  On  I'Jth  May  1411,  there  is  a 
lu'oclauuition  t'l  the  sherilTs  of  London,  Nor 
folk,  anil  six  other  places  to  forbitl  all  persnns 
going  to  Iceland  or  other  parts  |)rohibited  by 
the  liing  of  Denmark.  On  Ith  December 
144d,  there  is  a  safe-conduct  to  (iodsnin,  15|i. 
of  Slialholt,  to  go  to  Icelau<l,  aiul  return. 
In  the  spring  of  14.")0,  all  ships  were  debarred 
from  going  to  Iceland  except  two  of  (Janynge's. 
In  1447,  the  Dean  of  Salisbury  went  as 
unibassador  to  Denmark  ;  and  iu  Itti),  Sir  K. 
Shottishroke.  On  4th  July  14.')(>,  tli.  ic  is 
the  exemplification  of  a  safe-condui  until 
!Michaeliuas  ll.'il  from  the  King  of  Denmark 
to  English  merchants,  and  of  a  license  from 
the  marshall  and  nuister  of  the  chamber  of 
the  King  of  Deinnark  to  John  Wolffe,  of 
England,  to  trade  to  Iceland. 

Danish  ambassadors  were  in  England  in 
14C4,  and  a  treaty  was  made  in  14(1.')  with  Diii- 
niark,  at  llaiiiburgh.  In  1 4 '.'<,  Edward  1  V. 
promised  to  keep  the  treaty  for  two  years,  and 
hold  a  diet  to  .settle  ditt'ereiices.  The  King  of 
Deniniirk  himself  proposed  to  or  did  come 
to  I'lngland  this  year,  tor  a  safe-conduct  was 
granted  to  him.  In  147<),  the  treaty  was 
renewed  to  1478,  and  again  to  1480,  during 
which  time  u  diet  was  to  he  held.  A  fresh 
treaty  was  signed  in  1479.  On  22nd  October 
1478,  there  is  u  license  to  John  and  Thomas 
Alcok  to  trade  to  Iceland,  and  on  Ajiril  24tii, 
1483,  a  further  license  to  Kobert  Alcok,  of 
Kingston-on-llull,  to  send  u  ship  ladeu  with 
merchandise  to  Iceland. 

In  the  course  of  the  negotiations  in  IGOO, 
Hyraer  notices  the  exemplification  of  a  treaty 
niaile  in  148'J-0()  ;  this  was  evidently  the  basis 
of  all  arrangements  during  the  sixteenth 
eeiitiiry.  It  mnst  have  been  in  settling  this 
treaty,  or  in  the  further  discussion  which  took 
place  about  1492,  that  Cabot  was  emiiloyed 
by  Henry  VII.  (cf.  Anhi'.vcu's  U  of  Neiv- 
Jbundlitml,  p.  2o  ;  no  authority  given). 

In  1531  the  Danes  complained  of  injuries 
done  to  their  subjects,  and  Henry  VIII.  made 
a  counter-complaint  that  50  Englishmen  had 
been  killed  that  year  in  Iceland,  and  Cromwell 
in  1334  has  a  "remembrance"  of  the  losses 


of  a  .Mr.  Hoiiyng  there  ( Hrcoriix).  The 
English  also  hinl  imiii)  coiilliels  with  their 
rivals,  the  llarisc  iiierehaiils.  'I'iiis  fishery 
hnd  another  special  danger  i  ihe  Scotch  used 
to  lay  in  wait  for  the  ships  on  their  way 
home  and  capture  them— they  did  this  even 
late  in  lli/abcth's  reign  (,  tinoni.t,  l.'iHHi 
for  this  reason  we  eonstniitly  read  of  ships 
being  sent  to  "  waft  "  the  Iceland  Hct  t  past 
the  Scottish  coast  {  Idiinils,  152:t).  It  was 
the  custom  at  Varnitnitb,  at  a  Corporation 
dinner  given  (ui  Mlack  Eriilay  'Jiefore  I'alin 
Sunday  ),  to  remind  the  mayor  to  write  tor  a 
convoy  for  the  Iceland  tleet  (  I'Al.MKlt's  Miiif 
ship,  ii.  02). 

The  following  iutcrcstiiig  Icelandic 
.Annals,  which  .Mr.  York  I'owell  has  very 
kindly  literally  Iraiislatcil  for  me,  give  a 
griijiliic  picture  of  the  early  (ishiiiir,  and  show 
the  close  social,  ceclL'siaslicii; ,  and  I'linmercial 
connexi(Hi  which  existeil  between  tli"  two 
countries  in  the  fifteenth  century.  iMr.  Voik 
I'owell  says  there  are  se\(ial  notices  of  the 
Iceland  fisliery  in  Cooi'Ku's  Appendix  to  the 
Fdderd. 

EnTKIKS    in   TlIK    lOKI.A'SnK!    AmNAI.8. 

"  13.'16.  Ariie  abbot  of  Lysa  beheaded 
olf  England  and  all  his  ship's  crew  by  the 
Duggars  and  all  cast  overboard. 

"  i;i4!(.  At  that  time  a  cog  sailed  out  of 
England  with  many  folk  aboard  and  laid  in 
otf  Itcrgen-bay  ami  was  but  little  unladen 
when  all  the  folk  died  on  board  and  as  soon 
as  the  goods  came  into  the  town  off  the  ship 
the  totviifolk  straightway  began  to  die.  Then 
the  sickness  went  all  over  Norway  and  laid 
it  so  waste  that  there  did  not  survive  tuie- 
third  i>art  of  the  people  of  the  land.  Eng- 
land's cog  sunk  with  nigh  all  tlie  goods  and 
the  (lead  and  it  was  not  unladen.  More  ships 
and  busses  sunk  with  their  cargo  and  men  yet 
unladen. 

"  1412.  A  ship  came  from  England  east 
of  Deerliolmsey  ;  they  ro<ved  out  to  them,  and 
they  were  fishermen  out  of  England;  that 
same  fall  tlu're  were  live  of  tlie  Englishnieii 
that  ])arted  from  their  companions  aiul  came 
ashore  east  of  Horn  out  of  a  Ixiat  and  said 
they  wished  to  buy  food  saying  that  they  had 
starved  on  the  boat  many  a  day.  These  five 
Englishmen  were  here  the  winter  over,  for 
their  ship  was  away  when  they  went  back  for 
her  and  all  aboard  her. 

"  1413.  A  merchant  ship  came  out  of 
E^ngland  to  Iceland  the  skipper  was  named 
Richard  New  he  had  the  king  of  Norway's 
letters  to  let  him  sail  in  his  realm  with  his 
merchant  ship  freely  .  .  .  many  bought 
wares  of  him  down  at  the  sound  [Hafnafiord] 
but  many  wise  nieii  took  it  ill.  He  sailed  a 
short  \vhil.»  afttr,  he  never  came  back  to 
Iceland.  V'igus  Ivarssou  took  an  oath  from 
him  that  he  would  be  faithful  and  true  to  the 
country.  The  five  Englishmen  that  had  been 
here  over  the  winter  sailed  with  him. 
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"  I-'islii'iiiii'ii  fidiii  I'ingland  ciuik'  iKirtli 
off  Ii'cliiiiii  and  took  some  iiit'iit  oft'  u  yooiiiau 
1111(1  left  moiK'v  iiisttiiil  tliuieot'.  llvin  tlii; 
Kiijrlisli  soizi'il  ill  llic  l-iastfirths  somi;  sluf|> 
ill  I'iipov  otl  l';ifcllii'li.  'I'liori!  sailed  liillier 
out  of  Kn^laiid  that  siiinnier  30  fishing  boats 
or  more. 

"  'i'hfio  caiiu'  ")  I'jij;lish  ships  to  leelaiiil 
and  lav  iiisido  llic  W'estniannt'js.  'riicre  eaiiie 
(lilt  a  k'ttiT  sent  Iroiu  the  Kiif;lisli  kiiijj  to  the 
(.Jonimonalty  and  I  he  best  men  in  the  eountiT 
to  allow  leave  of  trad<'  to  his  ir.eii,  espeeially 
ill  the  slii]i  that  belonped  to  him.  At  first 
they  talked  ahoiit  the  Herfieii  tarift'  hut  the 
Kii^lifhiiuu  wimlil  not  take  part  therein. 
Afterwards  they  tiadiil  eaeh  man  as  it  suited 
liiiu  best. 

"  Two  nii;hls  before  Al!'  allowsiiiass  there 
•was  a  tire  at  lierfreii.  The  tire  broke  out 
first  ill  the  /Ciii/lisliiiirii\  i/nnl. 

"  111"),  'i  hat  same  suiiimer  G  shijis  from 
Knpland  lay  near  Ilatiinrlirtli.  FranUliii 
Vifrhis  Iwaiss'.ii  sailid  out  to  I'iiif^land,  and 
lie  had  with  him  (ill  la.-'l.s  of  dried  li^h  and  a 
good  deal  of  pure  silver. 

"  141;;.  On  Thursday  there  caiiie  siieli  a 
bad  fjale  with  snow  that  far  and  wide  round 
the  land  lMif;lish  ships  were  wrecked  no  tewer 
than  2,),  all  the  men  were  lost  but  the  goods 
and  pieces  of  the  ship--  were  washed  up.  The 
storm  eaiiie  (  n  a  little  before  dayiueal  and 
did  not  last  till  hij;h  day. 

"  The  Icelanders  wrote  this  year  to  Kiiiij 
Kric' of  ronieninia  resiieetiug  loreij;n  traders 
I'.nd  fishers. 

'■  1  I  JO.  Thorliif  Arnasoii  sailed  hence 
and  f(iiii;bt  with  the  I'.Mf'lish  at  sea  and  made 
IS'orway  s.ifely. 

"  1  l'_'."i.  Theiu  were  taken  on  the  West- 
manneys  iialta/.ar  and  Sir  llamos  and  ililted 
over  to  Kngland,  fev   tlmufiht  that  a  loss. 

"  14l'().  Haltazar  came  out  and  was 
greeted  as  (iovernor  by  all.  He  sailed  back 
to  iMi^land  that  same  summer,  with  tbeiii  that 
he  hail  come  with. 

•'  14-27.  Hislio])  .Iidiii  .lolinsoii  of  Holar 
came  out  to  Ilafiarlii  lli  with  the  I'jiglish. 

"  14'Jrt.  Many  shipwrecks  by  reason  ot 
the  great  storms  at  sea  18  ships  wrecked  at 
Acreness.  Two  sexareens  were  east  up  at 
Aliisariiess  far  on  to  the  mire,  all  iinhiirt. 

"  14-'.l.  T'lie  Lord  Uishop  .loliii  .lohnson 
came  to  Ilolai' IVoiii  I'.iigland.  [He  had  gone 
back  to  i:ii;;laiid  for  a  while  in  14'J7.J 

"  1  I. 'in.  In  that  same  year  there  came 
out  hither  to  this  country  Hishop  .loliii 
(ieridisson  Hishop  of  Scalludt  he  came  with 
his  shi|)  to  llafiiarlirth  ^\'ednesdiiy  mxt  after 
the  mass  of  .lohn  the  lla|)tist.  The  loiil 
bishop  came  out  of  IJiglaud  where  he  had 
stayed  the  wiiitir  bebue  .  .  .  two  priests 
came  out  hither  with  Lord  .lohn  ilisluip  <d' 
Slialliolt  one  named  Alatthew  the  other 
iS'icholas.  I'riest  Niidiolas  sailed  back  that 
same  suiiiiiicr  later  on  and  with  him  many 
Justs  of  dried  lish  in  the  bishop's  name,  for  it 
wuH  easy  fijr  him  to  get  fish  and  other  things 


f  1  r  the   people  of  this   eountry  favoured  the 
bisluip  rather. 

•'  NO".  The  end  was  timt  Sir  IJiorn  was 
slain  by  the  l'ai,disli  at  Ifif  .  .  .  and  in 
vengeance  thereof  afterward  in  thcsnininer  she 
[the  I.adyOlafj  had  all  the  Knglish  slain 
and  she  had  twelve  of  tliein  bound  with  a 
rope  and  all  their  heads  cut  olV. 

"  15ii».  In  the  days  of  llishoii  Stephen 
was  a  figh.  at  the  \Vestinanneys  bel»een 
Lnglishmen  ami  the  men  of  Side  [an  Ice- 
liinilie  ilistrietj.  There  fell  14  Kiiglishmen 
and  oiu;  priest  of  the  Icelanders  Sir  ,Ji>lin  by 
name  mid  he  was  calh'd  '  hutter-nose.'  .  .  . 
Smue  years  after  in  1,")18,  or  thereabout, 
there  was  a  fight  between  the  Knglish  iiud 
till'  Hamburgers  in  Hafiiarfirth. 

"  15.'?0.  I'irland  of  Str.tnd  and  his  men 
fought  with  the  Knglish  in  lirindwiik  .  .  . 
he  also  slew  two  Kiiglishinen  guiltless  .  .  . 
one  naiiied  .bdin  Ualton  .  .  .  the  other 
was  called  Nicholas. 

"  In  the  da_\s  of  Hishop  (iredmuiul  the 
Dutch  [(Jermans]  and  iMiglish  fmight  at 
(irindwick  .  .  .  The  Dutch  came  on 
tlieiii  unawares  and  ilrunken.  There  fell  14 
Juiglishnien  an  1  their  skipper  Kicki  liraj. 

"  l."i^O.  Sir  Martein  sailed  nine  winters 
with  the  Knglish.  .  .  he  first  sailed  with 
Hohert  that  married  his  sister  (iitdlang 
Kuias's  daughter  here.  The  bridal  was  at  the 
cut  of  the  English.  The  I'liiglish  brought  a 
tun  of  wine  out  of  every  ship  and  there  lay 
'.)  ships  there.  The  feast  lasted  halt  a  month. 
They  sailed  thence  that  same  summer  and 
Sir  Martein  with  them,  he  went  to  an  bjiglish 
seliooi  [university].'' 

Hristolatone  time  toidi  a  leailing  position 
in  the  Iceland  trade.  In  1  l.'lij  Henry  \I. 
granted  a  license  ti>  John,  the  liishop  of 
Holar,  who  was  tluii  in  London  from  Iceland, 
in  which  he  authorised  him  to  engage  .lol  a 
.May  [of  IJristolJ,  with  his  shij)  the  Kdlhtiiiw, 
for  a  voyage  to  Iceland.  .May  was  to  act  as 
the  bishop's  attorney,  and  to  transact  his 
business,  as  the  bishop  did  not  wish  to  leave 
Ilngland  (Kvjii;u's  I'mlirn)- 

111  N")!),  all  ships  were  "stayed"  from 
tlie  Iceland  and  l''iniiiaik  voyages,  exception 
only  being  made  in  favour  of  two  hliips  of 
William  C'anynge,  who  had  lent  the  king 
nnmey  (cf.  Skvkk  and  (iAi.i.vw.w).  I'or 
the  next  fifty  years  al  least,  Ihistol,  through 
("anynge's  cnteriirise,  was  the  'diief  market 
for  dry-cod,  and  lur  historians  claim  tlie  most 
important  port  in  Kiirope  ;  from  her  wharves 
the  products  of  the  Northern  fisheries  were 
distributed  all  omt  the  Jiatin  States.  The 
merchant  marine  of  the  At.  intic  seaboard 
was  employed  largidy  in  <'arrying  for  this 
trade;  Cohiinbus  in  1477  and,  no  doubt. 
Cabot  and  Cortereal  engaged  in  it  ;  in  fact, 
Cabot  nmst  have  had  great  experience  in 
leelaiiil  to  be  entrusted  to  conclude  an 
iigreeineiit  idiout  the  fishery  with  Deuiuark. 
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Though  tlie  trade  np  to  the  discovery  of 
Anirriea  liad  been  eoiitrolleil  hy  Uristol  mer- 
(■h:iiil~,  I  can  only  tinil  one  occasion  reeoidcil 
ill  wiiieli  West  ('oiiiitiy  ships  went  to  Iceland 
during  the  sixteenth  cyuUiiy  (Hiconls,  Ijlil). 
Tliis  docs  not  by  any  nieims  jn-ovi'  that  no 
other  ships  went,  but  the  marked  absence  of 
the  nanu's  of  western  in.rts  from  the  lists  of 
those  that  sent  ships  to  Iceland  is  signilicant. 

In  i:)10  Mem/  VIII.  repealed  an  Act, 
8  Henry  \'l.  ca[).  ii.,  14"iit,  by  wliich  it  was 
agreed  thai  all  iMigllslimen  going  to  buy  fish 
were  reijuireil,  upon  pain  of  forfeiture  of  all 
goods,  to  goto  the  "  sta])le  "  town  of  North 
lieigeii,  wliere  they  would  enjoy  the  sain  • 
lights  as  (lie  llaiise  ;  the  .\.ct  of  Henry  VI. 
was  to  prevent  the  great  disorders  then 
occurring  at  thi-  fishery.  Iknry  \l.  was  a 
nephew  of  the  King  of  Denmark. 

The  repeal  of  this  (>ld  agreement  with 
Deiiiiiark  was  probably  to  give  relief  to  tlie 
cast  coast  traders,  who  were  already  feeling 
the  etVcet  of  Newfoundland  competition. 

In  l.MT  there  wen;  .'500  Knglish  traders 
in  one  luirt,  llafiiar  l'"iord,  but  in  l."iHl  the 
entire  fleet  ai)paiently  numbered  only  '.'on, 
probiihly  all  from  Sutlolk  and  Norfolk 
(•2:i  Eliz.  cap.  vii.y  In  l:").').'?,  for  some 
reason,  only  85  ships,  all  from  the  cast 
coast,  appear  to  have  composed  the  Iceland 
fleet;  til'';  paid  CIM  duly  on  their  e.iti'h. 
(Jitr(iiil.-<') 

In  \'f2',\  we  api>ear  to  have  further 
evidence  that  the  opening  ii|)  of  our  fishery 
wasi  alfecting  this  trade,  for  we  find 
Christian  II.  asking  Henry  \'III.  if  he  wi.--!ied 
to  trade  to  Iceland  {llcrard.f).  The  freipiciit 
changes  also  in  the  Chiuters  of  the  Sloek- 
hshmipiigers  would  seem  to  indicate  that  there 
was  a  disturbing  element  felt  in  Loudon  in 
the  early  part  of  the  sixteenth  century  (ef. 
IlKuni'.ur's  Tivcli'f  Liiin/  (.'o.'s). 

In  1.)I2  the  cost  of  "great  dry  llisse- 
loiide  iish "  was  ;iS.v.  iil.  for  every  liil; 
next  year  it  was  sold  to  Government  for  the 
army"  at  jVJ.s.  \)\(I.  per  lool  (I!,,  .,:<h).  This 
shows  indirectly  the  enormous  profits  which 
niiist  have  been  made  in  the  Newfoundland 
fishery  for  the  first  iialf  of  the  eentury.  Later, 
will,  these  high  jirices  could  no  longer  be 
maintained  owing  to  tiie  Keformation  and  the 
increasing  sujiply  of  Newfoundland  lisli,  we 
lia\e  constant  complaints  fiou;  meichants 
about  fal'C  counting,  especially  of  cod  fish 
imported  in  barrels.  {I.uiisilinriie  MSS.,  l,")8,i, 
c^c. ;  ."i  Khz.  \'.  made  it  illegal  to  import  cod  in 
barrels).  It  is  interesling  to  notice  a  petition 
ill  l.'iliS  (when  no  t'oiibf  the  market  was 
fiooiled  with  Newfoundland  fish)  which  states 
that  badlv  dried  fish  \tas  being  bnniglit  in 
and  sold  lis  "  Irrldiiil  "  fish.  (  Utilfwld  MS.) 
1  think  this  refers  to  '.abrador  fish.  The 
proliis  of  the  Kastlanders,  who  had  eliiiig  to 
tlio  Iceland  trade,  were  evidently  dwindling 
away  \  tin  y  could  not  ullord  to  sell  their  fisa 
at  lo.«.  per  luu. 


.\s  the  Newfoundland  trade  nionopoli/ed 
the  eiiergi-  s  of  the  West  and  South  c.)ast  of 
Kngland,  very  littli-  attention  was  jiaid  to  Ice- 
land by  the  (ioverniiient ;  Kastlnnders,  feeling 
the  efl'eet  of  low  prices,  ceaseil  to  pay  their 
license  fees  to  the  King  of  Denmark.  In 
l."(SO  the  inerehauts  of  Kastland  eoinplained 
of  Dr.  Kodgers'  unjust  demands.  (^/lafjii/d 
J/.S.)  Kodsrers  was  evidently  asking  for 
dues  owing  to  the  King  of  Denniark,  as  he  is 
the  same  person  who,  in  l,j92,  reipicsted  the 
renewal  of  the  Coininereiul  Treaty  luentioned 
below.  In  1,)85,  however,  the  inc-ehants' 
remonstrance  api>c:>r  to  have  been  attended 
to,  as  there  is  an  Order  in  Council  on  July  :2j, 
"  for  redressing  the  wrongs  of  the  Knglish  in 
Iceland  "  (  Hironlt). 

On  the  I'Ist  .Iiine  ini.O,  the  King  of 
Denmark  wrote  tliat  iie  had  received  the 
charge  of  (J.  I'cikins,  the  tjiiceii's  ambissador, 
but  must  defer  replying  thereto  as  his  coun- 
sellors are  absent.     (Kyjikk.) 

A  further  petition  was  presented  by  the 
Kast  t'oaot  traders  in  l.")'.il  :  — 

"  Time  out  of  mind  we  havi>  luoceeded 
to  Iceland  for  the  buying  of  stock  fish  and 
t  iking  of  green  fish  such  as  eiidd,  ling  &e. 
Now  are  prevented  at  Westuiaiiey  [IcelaiidJ 
from  pitching  booths  or  buying  fish.  Used 
to  pay  when  we  had  booths  ,")  marks,  if  only 
for  fishing  one  angel  and  a  barrel  of  suit  or  a 
barrel  of  beare  no  more.'"  (Iluljitld  MS.) 

The  loss  of  revenue  was  evidently  keenly 
felt  in  Denmark.  We  find  a  wan  int  in  l.'iStJ 
allowing  the  king  himself,  in  his  own  ships, 
to  import  a  cargo  of  fish  duty  free  to  Harwich, 
and  take  awav  some  Wiltshire  wnollcn  goods 
and  tin.     iUlil.lhhl  MS.) 

Matters  reached  a  climax  in  1.5;)J,  when 
the  agiecinent  allowing  the  iMigl:,"!!!  to  fish 
in  Iceland  hud  not  lueii  renewed  for  twelve 
years,  tiioiigh  terminable  every  seven  years, 
and  the  King  of  Denmark  was  "offended" 
(lit  lords)  ;  the  rca.son  seems  to  liave  been 
that  the  trade  was  carried  on  at  a  loss,  for 
lialeigh  next  year  said  i'  ■  Ncvfoundland 
was  the  imly  jirofitable  fislicry,  'the  New- 
I'liuiidland  voyages  are  the  only  ones  making 
any  profit."   ' {//aljirld  MS.) 

On  the  8th  ".Inly  l,")'.l,>,  the  King  of 
Denmark  wrote  to  l-iiizabeth  to  say  he  could 
permit  Knglishinen  to  fish  in  Iceland  exci'pt 
at  Westniancy,  which  is  reserved  for  the 
Court;  he  ciunplaiiied  of  tlio  eoiiduet  of 
iMiglish  tisherineii.     (livMnu.) 

In  1.51)8  the  senate  of  Denmark  advised 
Sir  T,  Kgertoii.  Lord  Huckl  iirst,  ami  tlie 
Karl  of  Essex,  to  use  inoderaiioii  and  prudeiici^ 
ill  settling  the  differences  between  i\\i  two 
kingdoms.     (Uvmku.) 

This  year  Dr.  I'erkins  was  sent  to  Den- 
mark to  make  fresh  arrangeinents  with  the 
Danish  king  iUutJitld  MS.),  whose  "  re- 
mcnstrauees  "  were  considered  next  year  bv 
the  Knglish  Council  {Ji.M.  M.S.  Tcs/i. 
CXIV.)  In  1600  there  were  apparently  some 
further  attenipt.s  at  a  settlemuut  (_cf.  K'l.MKir.s 


^^" 


88 


REIGN  OF  HENRY  VIT. 


notice  of  Uie  1479  treaty  in  this  year).  In 
February  ICOO,  Klizabetli  complained  tliat 
her  fishermen  had  been  forbidden  by  Danish 
officers  to  fish  in  the  "  deep  sea "  in  the 
north.  (Rymkr.)  No  terms  seem  to  have 
heeii  arrived  at,  for  in  16o2  the  King  again 
prohibited  fishinff  in  Iceland  to  all  strunfrers 
without  license.     {Lansdowiw  MS.) 

In  tliC  xanie  year  complaint  was  made 
of  injuries  done  to  Kn^lishmen  ;  (.'hrislian  IV. 
justified  the  seizure  of  vessels  from  Hull, 
and  complained  of  the  cajiture  of  Danish 
Vf.ssels.  On  .July  l.'ith  Klizabeth  said  she 
would  send  commissioners  to  Hrenien  by 
(September  2,")lh  to  treat  of  commercial  matters. 
The  conmiissioncrs  met  in  October,  but 
returned  liome  on  heariufj;  of  the  death  of 
the   queen.      A  treaty   was   ratified  in    1G21. 

(RVMKR.) 

A  careful  perusal  of  the  Kecords  seems 
to  show  that  the  Iceland  voyage  was  gradually 
di'serled  by  all  but  the  Norfolk  and  Suffolk 
fishermen,  who  were  frequently  consulted 
about  the  decaying  character  of  the  trade. 
{Ihatidd  MS.,  Aug.  7,  IC)(»2.) 

In  15'.)4  the  inhabitants  of  lieeson  and 
Sherringliam  are  mentioned  incidentally  as 
being  tlie  chief  traders  to  Iceland.    (Hrronls.) 

The  relative  insignificance  of  this  fishery 
in  the  latter  half  of  the  sixteenth  centuiy  is 
shown  in  a  petition  in  I  !)SG  againstthe  importa- 
tion of  foicign  fish  ;  the  petition  speaks  of 
the  time  "irh'  r  the  Icrlaiid  voijiti/e  was  most 
jWijiiciilrd."  (Hatfield  MS.)  It  evidently 
was  not  then,  nor  had  been  for  sometime,  any 
longer  the  dominating  factor  in  the  stock-fish 
market,  and  the  statement  of  I'arklt\n-st  in 
Hakluyt,  made  eight  years  before,  which  has 
led  many  writers  astray,  that  it  was  still  the 
chief  English  fishery  nnist  be  wrong. 

It  is  only  fiiir  to  state  that  Mr,  Palmer 
(>iiy»  (Maiishij)  ii.  8!()  : — "During  the  reign 
of  Charles  I.  the  Icelan  1  and  North  ISea 
fisheries  for  coil,  &c.,  which  had  lung  been 
jirosecuted  with  success,  attained  their  greatest 
])r()sperity.  About  l.")()  vessels  were  then 
employed  in  the  North  Sea  (ishery  off  the 
coast  of  Norway  and  about  20  vessels  went 
aniunilly  to  Iceland.  The  half  dolesfroin  these 
fisheries  alone  from  1G4.'J-1'.>,  averaged  £'MM 
]ier  annum,  but  shortly  afterwards  they  fell 
off,  the  fisheries  became  unsuccessful,  and  in 
1740   only  one   vessel    went  to    Iceland    and 

doled  ^47 In    l(i()7    the    half 

dole  only  produced  £l:t.')  on  an  average." 
If  the  £414  paid  by  H.5  shi])s  in  l.W.'l  was 
this  same  dole,  the  east  coast  fishery,  or  at 
any  rate  the  Iceland  section  of  it,  can  hardly 
be  said  to  have  reached  its  highest  point  in 
the  seventeenth  ccnt\iry.  I  suggest  that  the 
merchants  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  were  en- 
couraged to  re-embark  in  this  trade  on 
aeconnt  of  an  unusual  demand  for  fish  caused 
by  the  civil  war  and  the  consecjucnt  cessation 
of  agriculture,  &c. 

Two  special  causes  helped  to  increase 
the   Newfoundland  fishery   to  the  detriment 


of  the  Iceland  traders.  One  was  the  advan- 
tage taken  by  the  West  Countrymen  of  the  Act 
5  Kliz.  cap.  V.  to  embark  in  a  large  export 
t.'-ade  to  nuike  iq)  for  the  diminishing  demand 
in  the  home  market ;  "  the  poor  inhabitantti 
of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk"  petitioned  in  1568 
against  "  the  new  evil  of  the  privilerlge  of 
exporting  fish  free  of  duty."  {Uecord.s.) 
The  Act  2:t  Kliz.  VII.  (1.^)80)  recites  :— - 
'•  Where[as]  the  merchauntes  of  divers  places 
of  this  realme  [?  West  Countrymen]  have  for 
their  private  gaynes  ingrossed  unto  tlieir 
hands  great  (juantities  of  fish  taken  by  ulienes, 
being  in  goodness  farre  inferiour  to  the  lysh 
taken  by  Englishmen   [?  EastlandersJ   in  the 

Island  voyages there  be  of  late 

decayed,  not  onely  the  immber  of  two 
hundre  '  yle  or  n\ore  of  good  ships  that 
yearly  ..d  to  Island  for  taking  fish  usuallye 
soldc  iL  this  realme  but  alsj  the  number  of 
maryners." 

The  oilier  cause  which  militated  against 
treeless  Iceland  (Kutilishmen  were  not  allowed 
tofishiiiNorway. — I'ai-jikk's  Mdii.shij),  i.31 1 ) 
was  the  abundance  of  wood  in  Newfound- 
land for  making  stages  ai\d  barrels.  Tlumgh 
the  ([ueetion  of  barrelled  fisli,  which  was  so 
much  pgitated  in  the  trade  from  ITjOO  onwards 
for  many  years  (cf.  5  Eliz.  V.  and  Laus- 
dnwiie  MSS.  from  l.'JHO  forwards),  partly 
related  to  Dutch  herrings  and  Cornish 
pilchards,  the  demand  for  licenses  by  West 
Countrymen  like  Downing  {Lunsdoivne  MS., 
1")8;})  and  Sir  William  Gorges  (Ldti.sdowiie 
MS.,  1,")H6)  to  inqiort  barrelled  fish,  and  the 
lirohibition  in  the  Act  5  Eliz.  cap.  V.  again.st 
importing  cod  in  barrels,  show  I  thiiik,  that 
the  practice  of  packing  NewRmndland  fish 
in  this  way  was  in  use  at  this  early  period, 
and  the  facility  it  gave  for  easy  distiibuti(Ui 
was  no  doubt  one  of  the  many  causes  which 
heli)i'd  to  transfer  the  English  interest  from 
Iceland  to  Newfoundland.  Tlie  wording  of 
sec.  7  of  .")  Eliz.  ^^,  that  "  forasnniehe  us 
ther  ys  much  deceiptfnl  Packing  used  in 
(>)dd  brought  in  Ihirralles  into  this  Healme," 
all  fish  must  be  brought  in  "  loose  in  Hulke 
and  by  Talc  "  refers,  1  venture  to  think,  to 
dry  fish  as  well  as  green. 

The  barrelling  of  cod  fi.sh  must  not, 
however,  be  understood  to  have  originated 
at  this  time.  In  1482  by  L'2  Edw.  IV.  e.  2, 
and  in  UU.'i  by  11  Heiiiy  VII.  c.  2,1,  most 
stringent  regulations  were  laid  down  for 
barrelled  fish,  prescribing  the  size  of  the 
barrels,  the  size  of  the  fish,  the  manner  of 
splitting,  boning,  and  packing ;  there  were 
to  be  no  "  broken  belied  "  fish  ;  salmon  and 
other  fish  were  to  be  "  xxvij  inches  from  the 
bone  of  the  fyn  to  the  iij  joynte  of  the 
faille,  the  bone  to  be  taken  away  into  tl:o 
luivei,  the  fyshe  splatied  [split]  down  to  a 
handful  [within  a  span]  of  the  taile  and  not 
to  be  paekeil  double  in  the  barrel "  ;  soarehers 
and  gangers  were  to  be  ap])ointed  to  see  the 
Act  was  curried  out  properly. 
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This  note  is  simply  a  compilation  of  old 
records.  Certain  points  arc  mere  conjecture. 
A  closer  examination  of  the  documents  ([uoted 
may  prove  that  t'ney  will  not  In^ar  the  inter- 
)ire"tation  put  upon  them  ;  the  history  of  early 
English  commerce  has  yet  to  he  written. 
A  study  of  the  Iceland  fishery  is  interesting 
to  Xe- -foundlanders ;  it  helps  to  some  extent 
to  throw  lijrht  npon  the  way  in  which  our  own 
was  carried  on  at  first,  to  fill  u  hlank  in  our 
Island  history.  FInglishmen  seem  to  have 
'•  commanded  all  there,"  to  have  fearlessly 
traversed  the  northern  seas  to  reap  a  golden 
harvest  which  built  up  the  ancient  towns  of 
Korfolk  and  Suffolk. 

This  fishery  is  again  receiving  the  atten- 
tion of  Knglishmen  ;  fast  steam  trawlers  are 
now  supplying  the  English  markets  with  fresh 
fish  from  Iceland. 


II.  Pedro  de  Ayala's  letter  to  Spain. 

[Orii/i licit  in  cipher. '\ 

2.5  July  1-(9S. 

"  I  well  believe  that  your  Highnesses 
have  heard  how  the  King  of  England  has 
e(|ui])ped  a  fleet  to  discover  certain  Islands 
and  mainland  that  certain  persons  who  set 
out  last  year  for  the  same  have  testified  that 
they  have  found.  I  have  seen  the  chart 
which  the  discoverer  hasdrawn,  who  is  another 
Genoese  like  f'oluinbus,  and  has  been  in 
Seville  and  in  Lisbon  procuring  to  find  those 
who  would  help  him  in  this  enterprise    .     .    . 

The    King    determined    to 

despatch  an  expedition,  because  be  had  the 
(crtaiuty  that  they  bad  found  land  last  year, 
'i'he  fleet  consists  of  five  ships  provisioned  for 

one  year The  Genoese  went  on 

his  course.  I  have  seen  the  course  and  dis- 
t:Mice  he  fakes,  think  that  the  lanil  they  have 
found  or  seek  is  that  which  30ur  Highnesses 
])ossess,  for  it  is  the  end  of  that  which  belongs 
to  your  Highnesses  by  the  convention  with 
l'(Mtiigal.     It  is  hoped  that   they  will  return 

by  September I    believe 

llir  distance  is  not  400  Icngues.  And  I  told 
him  that  I  thought  they  were  the  Islands 
discovered  by  your  Higbiu'sses,  and  I  even 
giive  liiiu  a  reason,  but  he  would  not  hear  it ; 
as  I  believe  y<v.ir  Highnesses  now  have 
intelligence  of  all,  as  well  as  the  chiirt  or 
niiippc-nionde  that  this  Genoese  has  made,  1 
ill)  nut  send  if  now,  though  I  have  it  here  ; 
;iiid  to  me  it  seems  very  false,  to  give  out  that 
tlicy  are  not  the  said  Islands." 


III.  Sebastian  Cabot. 

No  history  of  Newfoundland  will  be 
oousicicied  ccunplete  M-ithouf  allusion  to  .lohn 
Ciihoi's  well-known  son,  although  we  have 
nlisiiliiiely  iiDihing   to  thank   him   for,  (juife 


til, 


reverse. 


Sebastian's  friend,  Martyr,  was  forced  to 
admit  that  the  Spaniards  denied  his  chum  to 
be  the  discoverer  of  North  America. 

The  members  of  flic  Drapers  Company  in 
l.'i'il,  replying  to  a  recpiest  of  the  king  and 
Wolsey  for  ships  to  explore  the  Newfouiul- 
land  (a  general  name  then  for  all  Nortii 
America),  said  :  "  We  think  it  were  to  sore 
adventure  to  jopard  V  shipps  with  men  and 
goods  unto  the  said  Island  u'.,.!.'.  'he  sin- 
gular trust  of  (me  man  eailyed  as  we 
understand  Sebastyan  which  Sebastyan  as 
we  here  say  was  iirvcr  in  that  land  liyni- 
self  all  if  he  makes  reporte  of  many  things 
a,''  he  hath  h.'ard  his  Father  and  other  men 
speke  in  tyines  past." 

It  is  stated  that  he  offeied  his  services  to 
the  king  for  a  voyage  of  disjovery,  but  was 
refused.  In  1512  lie  madv  a  chart  for 
Heiny  VIII.  of  the  coast  of  Gascony  and 
Guienne,  in  France,  and  in  the  same  year 
took  service  with  Spain  as  a  reviser  of  nuijis 
and  charts.  He  was  specially  engaged  on 
account  of  bis  supposed  exclusive  knowledge 
of  our  coast.  King  Ferdinand  wrote  to 
.Sebastian  on  12th  September  1512:  "  Sabeis 
que  en  Ibirgos  os  hablaron  de  mi  pute 
t'onchillos  i  el  Obp.  de  Falencia  sobre  la 
navegaciou  a  los  Baccalos  e  ofrecistes  ser- 
virnos."  (Hai£1{ISsk'.s  Disc,  of  A'.  Amerira, 
p.  20.)  In  1518  he  was  appointed  to  ex- 
amine all  pilots  for  America. 

In  l.i2-l,  just  before  the  Congress  of 
Hadajos,  he  came  to  Enirland  on  some  secict 
mission  to  Henry  VIH.;  4:}.i.  Id.  was  paid 
to  J.  Goderiek  for  bringing  him  over.  In 
152G  he  ascended  the  I'araguay,  iii  South 
Ameii<'a,  in  command  of  an  expeilitioa  in 
which  iiobert  Thorne  bad  adventured  a  large 
share.  In  1547  he  was  again  brought  to 
England,  at  a  cost  of  .ClOO.  In  answer  to 
three  very  urgent  deinaiuls  from  Charles  \'. 
for  his  return  to  Spain — "a  very  neetssarv 
man  for  the  Empe'or,  whose  servant  lie 
was,  and  had  a  p  'usion  of  him  "  —  on 
21st  April  1550  the  English  Prijy  Council 
leplied  :  "  He  of  himself  ret'use<l  to  go  either 
to  Sjiain  (U'  to  the  Empeior,  and  that  be 
being  of  that  mitid,  and  the  king's  subject, 
no  reason  or  ei|uity  that  he  slioulil  be 
forced  against  his  will."  —  {//arl.,  52;t, 
folio  ti.)  In  155;)  he  was  an  active  ju'omoter 
and  governor  of  the  Muscovy  Company.  He 
is  supposcil  to  have  died  in  1557   . 

He  claimed  amongst  the  scientific  navi- 
gators of  the  age  the  very  highest  iiosition  as 
an  authority  on  all  geographical  cpu'stions,  but 
a|)pears  to  have  gradually  fallen  info  dis- 
credit. 

Unfortunately,  he  was  a  great  liar  ;  every 
Ircsh  record  that  is  hunted  up  fixes  him  with 
a  frt'sb  falsehood.  He  told  Ivlen  that  his 
fi'tlier  died,  h'aviiig  him  very  rich,  soon  after 
the  discovery  of  Ccdinnbus  ;  iiis  fufher  was 
alive  in  U'.tS,  and  iti  the  receipt  of  a  |)eiision, 
and  very  poor.  He  told  his  English  friends  he 
was  Bristol  born  ;  he  made  Coutariui  believe 
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lie  WHS  a  Vt'iictian  ;  he  di'dnrcd  lu'  coiiltl 
fell  tlu"  (li.staiu'c  at  sea  l>_v  the  coinpjiss. 
He  lied  to  Spain,  to  Italy,  and  to  En<;land. 
Kdward  VI.  frave  him  a  handsome  pension  — 
i:\C>r,  Mix.  -4(/.— hut  less  than  the  sjilendiil 
salary  he  had  in  Spain.  In  Queen  Mary's 
time  he  had,  no  douht  at  the  instanee  of  her 
hushand,  Philip  II.,  to  divide  his  pensicui 
with  Worthinptoii,  and,  hetween  them,  all  his 
nui])s  disappeared.  Doubtless  he  was  foreed 
to  sell  them  to  the  Spanish  (Jovernment,  and 
this  may  account  for  their  total  loss  to  the 
world. 

Sebastian  Cabot's  instructions  to  Sir 
Hufrh  Willoufihby  show  his  character.  "  There 
is  to  be  no  dicin;;,  carding,  tahliufr  ; 
morninff  and  ■venin'r  prayers  are  to  be 
said."     On  other  hand,  "  the   natives  of 

straiii^o  countries  aie  to  be  enticed  aboard 
and  nmde  drunk  with  your  beer  and  wine, 
for  then  you  shall  know  the  secrets  of 
their  heart;-."  They  were  also  to  he 
"cautious  about  certain  (creatures  with,  men's 
lieads  and  the  tails  of  fishes,  who  swim, 
with  bows  and  arrows,  about  the  fords  and 
bays,  and  live  on  hunuin  Hesh." 

In  their  insular  pri<le,  Enirlishmen  be- 
lieved Sebastian  t.'ahot,  theiv  countryman, 
was  the  jrreat  explorer  wlu)  had  found  the 
i\ew  world.  They  >rloried  in  his  wonderful 
exploit,  and  resolutely  ifjnored  tlie  real 
discoverer,  his  illustrious  father. 

The  works  of  Jtiddle,  Justin  Winsor, 
Desimoui,  and  Harrisse  contain  tho  fullest 
documentary  records  of  Ihe  Cabots.  Recently 
there  have  been  several  lu'w  contrib\itions  to 
'he  history  of  .Tohn  and  Sebastian  CaV)nt — 
books  by  Sr.  F,  Tarducci,  an  Italian,  and 
E.  Madero  of  IJueuos  Ayres — and  a  review 


in  "  La  Espana  Modernn,"  by  Captain  Fer- 
nandez Duro  of  the  Hoyal  Spanish  Xavy. 
They  throw  very  little  fresh  lijrht  (m  the  lives 
of  the  t'abots.  Duro  brands  Sebastian  as  ii 
traitor  to  Spain  ;  Tarducci  exalts  him  as  a 
patriot.  The  name  of  Sebastian's  Spanish 
wife  is  given-— Catalina  Medrauo — and  his 
daughter  Elizabeth,  and  a  last  letter  shortly 
before  his  death  to  Charles  V.  Captain  Duro, 
a  veiy  well-inlormcd  writer,  considers  that 
Sebastian  was  not  in  the  first  voya<;o,  and 
that  he  was  a  great  schemer. 

The  latest  work  oa  tlie  Cabots  is  by 
Dr.  S.  E.  Dawson.  pid)lished  in  "  The  Trans- 
actions of  the  Koyal  Society  of  Canada," 
H<i4  ;  it  is  very  able  and  exhaustive.  Dr. 
Dawson  sets  out  with  the  theory  that  John 
Cabut's  landfall  in  14U7  was  at  Cape 
Breton,  which  he  identifies  with  the  "  Cavo 
ilescubierta ''  of  Cosa  ;  he  cleverly  arranges 
his  facts  to  suit  this  theory,  Avhich  forces  him 
to  argue  that  Cabot|  sailed  from  west  to  east 
along  the  southern  co.ast  of  Newfoundland, 
as  far  as  Cape  ISaee ;  the  author,  however, 
ignores  the  fact  that  the  old  pilots  in  naming 
the  coast  followed  the  calendar.  The  position 
of  Cape  St.  .lorge  (April  23rd)  and  C. 
St.  Luol.-t  (December  13th)  west  of  St.  Nicholas 
(!)eceud)cr  Gth)  show  cunclusively  that  the 
navigator  whose  voyage  C!osa's  mtip  records 
sailed  from  east  to  west.  In  addition  to  the 
arguments  in  favour  of  Cape  Itonavista  as 
the  landfall  of  John  Cabot,  contained  at 
p.  U),  there  may  be  added  the  names  near 
the  Cape,  of  "  King's  Cove,"  in  the  foreign 
maps  Royal  I'ort,  showing  probably  where 
the  Genoese  erected  the  royal  arms,  aiid 
"A'cc/s"  or  Keels  strand,  where  the  lirst 
boat  landed. 
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1509-1547- 

1510.— -Repeal  of  8  Henry  Vf.  e.  II.,  1129,  til.ou*  trading  to  Iceland  and  Norwiiy, 
1.511. — Agramontu's  voyage  to  America. 

„  '■?\2--:^^"'  '"  '■0"»"'n»J  of  ships  in  the  Uoyal  Nav.y.  Sebastian  Cabot,  en..a.red  bv  the 
Spanish  hing  on  account  of  h.s  snppo,.ed  knowledge  of  Xewfouudland,  leaves" E„-rland  for 
Spam.     "  Great  dry  Iselande"  fish  selling  for  38*.  Ad.  per  121.  x^^unm   lor 

151.3.— Iceland  fish  sold  at  53s.  <i\(l.  per  100  to  the  Government. 

1515.— First  printed  account  of  Cabot's  voyage  in  Peter  iMartyr's  Decades. 

1517.— Three  hundred  English  traders  at  Hafnae  Fiord  in  Iceland. 

T  I  ^•'.'''•-T^f' ''"•'^"'  ^^^  Ijaron-de-Lery  sailed  to  America,  landed  cattle  at  Canso  and  Sable 
Island,  and  thus  made  the  first  attempt  at  settlement  of  North  America. 

1520.— Kuntsman  No.  4  map  assigning  Iceland  to  the  English. 

1521.— Portuguese  patent  to  Fagundez,  showing  a  knowledge  of  our  south  coast. 

]522.-Sabine  says  there  were  forty  or  fifty  houses  in  Newfoundland  at  this  time. 

fn  rf,"'''TrV''''''""/."''  TV'^'  ^«","''-  ^-  '''"*^'  "^  ^'•'""■'  """l^'  '"'"1  »t  Carolina,  sailed  north 
to  Cape  Breton.     Grant  of  two  fashories  on  the  U.S.  Coa.st  to  Ayllon. 

1525.- Gomez    rcjiorts  Newfoundland  sea   full  of   fish       Paulo    Cei.tn ru.no    .,    r- 
engaged  by  Hen.T  NIII.  fV.r  a  voyage  of  discovery  ;  failed  thro,S:te'w:;;;;'ofC.:;ur;o;;:r"' 
lo2fi  -  Tyson  acting  as  Thome's  agent  in  the  West  Indies. 

^l''^"■TJ^,'^'''^''''""■"''''**'''I"^'^'*'""!  -Tohn  Hut  wrote  his  celebrated  letter  fm,,-   «f    T„i    - 

1529.-Ackuowledgment  by  Ribero  in  his  map  of  discoveries  by  Bristol  men. 

1531.— Fifty  Englishmen  killed  in  Iceland. 

1 532.-Ziegler  states  that  the  "  Bacealaos  "  country  is  a  continuation  of  Greenl.nd 

AnierSJa:"^"""''''  '""""'^  '""'^'  '  '""''^  "^  ""  ^'''"*'-^'''  '  ^"""'''^•l  ^^rencl,  v„,pire  in  North 

15.1G.— Expedition  of  INfaster  Hoare,  of  London,  and  a  number  of  !T,.Mll,.m,.„        .  . 
d,sas,n>us  voyage  ;    stole    a  French  ship  in  Newfo:„ullan,rZr  camf  hl^     s^^-fi  Y!:ri 
balthshmongers  Companies  reunite.  nomt.     .^tocUhsh  and 

153D.-()laus  Magnus'  map  showing  an  English  ship  whaling  near  Iceland 
33  Jhin:;1^nf ';^/'''ttTfot^  p!'r''     %f"f  ."->•    Q-"-.    called    Cbarlesbourg. 
Sixty  French  ships  in  Newfoundland.  ■'•'"""crt  and  Noel  there  returning  to  France. 

1512.- John  Kotz  presents  a  map,  showing  the  New  World,  to  Henry  VIII 
1M4.-TW0  French  ships  left  for  Newfoundland  every  day  in  .la.mary  and  February. 
^^^:^:^^cZr^;::^:f^^^^  -  ^^^^^^-^^^  »„  a  large  scale.     No 
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In  tracing  the  course  of  our  Inland  History  during  this  remarkable 
reign,  one  of  the  great  debatable  grounds  of  English  History,  we  are 
fortunately  not  concerned  in  any  way  with  the  fierce  controver.'  '  war 
that  wages  around  this  period.  Luckily  our  subject  is  piscatorial  and 
not  polemical. 

The  enthusiasm  aroused  by  the  great  discoveries  of  the  last  reign  had 
not  sensibly  aV)jiLed.  Henry  was  stirred  up  to  make  sevei'al  futile 
attempts  to  discover  the  north-west  passage  to  India.  France  came 
late  in  the  field,  but,  though  last,  her  explorers,  Veri'azano  and  Cartier, 
were  not  least  amongst  the  world's  great  navigators  and  discoverers. 

The  age  produced  no  great  coloniser  like  Raleigh  to  arouse  and  direct 
the  energy  of  the  nation  towards  founding  Greater  Britains  beyond  the 

sea ;  the  thought  of  a  great  Colonial  Empire 
in  America  never  entei-ed  tlie  minds  of  the 
two  first  Tudor  sovereigns.  To  Henry  VIII., 
however,  belongs  the  credit  of  founding  the 
Royal  Navy ;  he  fully  realised  that  England 
should  be  a  great  naval  power,  supreme  at 
sea.  Under  his  fosterino-  care  colleges  were 
founded  for  navigation,  ho.spitals  for  retired 
seamen ;  he  passed  a  law  fixing  the  rate  of 
wages  for  shipwrights,  and  gave  a  boiuity  of 
five  per  cent,  fur  sliipbiiihling  ;  he  employed 
Italian  shipwrights  to  teach  his  subjects  the 
art  of  naval  construction.  In  consecpience 
of  these  measures,  during  tliis  period  English  trade  and  navigation 
made  wonderful  strides;  English  ships  were  larger  and  better 
l>uilt,  and  large  sums  were  spent  on  coast  defence.  England  reaped 
the  benefit  of  these  preparations  in  the  Armada  year.  There  were 
also  regular  voyages  to  Spain,  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  Bi-azil. 
Though  he  regulated  shipbuilders'  wages,  when  a  new  man-of-war  was 
to  be  laid  down  the  ships'  carpenters  were  corralled  like  so  many  cattle, 
and  kept  in  durance  vile  until  their  work  was  completed  ;  the  oi\\y 
difference  was  that  they  were  paid  projierl}^  for  their  work  whilst 
prisoners.  Hawi<ins,  in  the  enlightened  age  of  Elizabeth,  carried  out 
the  same  course  of  pre^^sing  men  to  work  in  the  dockyards. 

According  to  his  lights,  the  king  did  his  best  to  make  England 
mistress  of  tiie  seas.  Under  his  rule,  paternal  government  Avas  carried 
to  the  veiy  extreme  of  absvu'dity  ;  he  not  only  prescribed  his  subjects' 
religion,  but  he  regulated  their  diet,  the  price  of  meat,  and  their  dress ; 
he  was  specially  strenuous  in  dil'ecting  all  matters  about  the  fishery,  and 
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preventing  "  re  grating  and  forestalling"  in  the  sale  of  tisli,'  an  nM- 
fashioned  expres.sion  for  cornering  the  market.  To  this  landfiMe  de.sire 
on  the  part  of  the  king  we  are  indebted  for  a  most  valuable  hit  of 
liistorieal  information  concerning  this  Colony:  it  is  contained  in  an  Act. 
Avliich,  as  a  sptjcimen  of  legislation,  is  unifjUe.  A  juodern  Act  of  I'arlia- 
ment  is  as  hare  and  bald  as  a  Blue  Jiook,  but  the.se  olil  tMmctments,  "  the 
statutes  at  large,"  are  the  very  essence  of  English  History;  contained  in 
the  ([uaintest  language,  their  aUsurd  arguments  and  their  extraordinary 
negation  of  .all  our  modern  notions  of  political  economy  make  them 
sim])ly  deliiihtful.  Ani()ng.st  tliese  wonderful  jii'oductions  the  following 
is  a  fairly  choice  specimen  : — 

"  ACT  33  HENRY  VIII.  c.  XI. 

"  The  Bill  ciriirrriiniiiij  lying  offisshe  U]i0)t  flic  sre. 

"  WHWIEA."^  miiiiyaii(l  dyvors  townc  and  portcs  by  thosoc  side  liavo  in  tynios 
past  bone  in  great  weltbo  and  prospei'itio  well  buylded  by  using  and  exercy.sing  ilio 
c'l'afts  and  feale  of  fisshing  by  tlio  wliiche  practise  it  was  not  onelic  great  .strengtho 
to  tliis  llcidnie  by  reason  of  brin,[|ing  up  and  cncreasing  of  ^Marynor.s  ^^llensoe\  or 
tlio  King's  Gi'aoo  bad  nedo  of  tbcm  bnt  also  a  groate  ■\vrlibe  to  the  Realiae  and 
habundanccof. sncho  whcrebio  ourc  sovoreigee  Lf>:  de  the  King  the  Lords  G'entilmen 
and  Comons  w(;ro  alwais  well  served  of  fisshe  in  Market  tuwncs  of  a  I'easonablo 
price  and  also  by  reason  of  the  same  fisshing  many  men  were  made  and  grewe 
licho  and  many  poure  Men  and  Women  bail  tberebie  there  convenycnt  lyving, — to 
the  strengtbe  cncreasing  and  wcllthe  of  this  realme. 

"  And  Whereas  many  and  dyvers  of  the  saidc  fis.^herman  for  their  singuhir 
bicre  and  advantage  doe  lave  the  saide  crafte  of  fisshing  and  be  confederate  w' 
Pyeardes  Flemyngbes  Norman  and  Frenchemen  and  sometyme  saylc  over  into  the 
costes  of  Pyearche  and  Plaunders  and  sometymo  doo  mecto  the  snid  Pyc.irdos  and 
Plemynges  half  the  see  over. 

"  Penalty  on  subjects  bying  fishc  in  Fiannders  &c.,  or  at  sea  to  be  sold  in 
England  £10. 

"  And  l)e  it  fiirder  enacted  by  the  aiictoritie  at'oresaide  that  it  shall  be  lawfull 
to  all  and  every  fissher  estraungcr  to  come  and  to  sell. 

"  Provided  furthermore  that  this  Act  or  any  thing  therin  contcyned  shall  not 
extcnde  to  any  person  whiche  shall  bye  eny  fisshe  in  any  parties  of  Iseland  Scotlands 
Orkeney,  Shotlande,  Irelande,  or  Neivland — [Newfoundiandj." 


'  There  are  rcfjulations  on  tliis  subject 
(1{yk's  Croiiifr,  I'list  mid  Piiwriit,  pp.  4.'i, 
40),  diitiiisj  as  far  back  as  l;jr)H.  At  first  it 
was  jnlered  that  no  fish  slionld  he  landed 
until  the  masters  of  tlie  ships  had  settled  a 
price  with  the  nierchan!?,  so  that  tlie  fish 
sluiiikl  he  sold  at  a  reasonahle  price  at  the 
fairs.  It  was  foiuid,  liowever,  that  the 
merchants,  conaivinji;  amonjrst  themselves, 
refuted  to  li\iv  except  at  an  unprofitable 
price,  and  tlie  fisli  rotted.  To  remedy  this, 
the  fishermen  were  allowed  after  six  days,  if 
no  price  was  settled,  to  land  their  fish",  and 
sell  as  best  they  could.  Mr.  live  thinks  they 
jauil  have  had  wells  to  keep  their  fish  alive. 

/     p.  \i729. 


In  Palmkh's  Miiiis/iip  (ii.  8\)  there  is 
further  information  on  this  subject.  Mr. 
Palmer  also  says  : — 

"  A  practice  seems  to  have  grown  up  at 
an  early  Jieriod  for  the  rishermen  to  leave  the 
sale  of  their  fish  to  the  '  hosl.s'  or  parties 
with  whom  they  lodged  in  the  town,  who 
thus  acted  as  hrokers,  paying  dues  and 
demands,  and  being  accountable  for  the 
Iiricc.  If  we  may  judge  by  the  numerous 
ordiminces  made  for  their  reguhitiou,  ve  must 
su|)piise  that  tlity  attemi)ted  to  monopolize 
the  trade  and  to  take  undue  iidvaiitage  ot 
their  ]>osition,  liy  appropriating  to  t'aeuiselves 
loo  huge  a  share  of  the  profits." 


"^ 
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Here  we  have  an  explanation  of  tlie  expreysidii  "  Halt'  seas  over  " — 
wlien  the  EnijliHh  met  tlie  Picardeis  there  would  be  a  h'\<x  carousal. 

The  JJill  is  the  first  Knsjlish  Act  of  Parliament  velatiiiL''  to  America; 
it  secMns  to  have  eseaped  the  attention  of  American  aiwl  English  histoiical 
seholai's  :  it  is  most  invalnaMe  for  our  History,  as  it  conii»K  tely  estal'lishes 
my  a)'[;-ument  that  the  Knj^lish  earrietl  on  the  Newfoundlaml  fislieiy 
continuously  tVoni  the  \ery  discnvery  of  the  Ishmd  ;  our  lishery,  hy  this 
Act.  is  placed  (^n  a  par  with  such  wi'll-estahlished  ti'ades  as  tlif  Icelandic, 


«/r- 
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i;iirz  M  M',  iriii!.' 
From  liJl.  Ms:  li,  ij.  -0  E.  IX. 

Irish,  and  Shetland  fisheries.  This  vii'W  of  the  subject  is  further  con- 
fii'meil  by  the  Act  of  Edward  VI.,  and  coiToboi r.ted  by  Anthony  Park- 
hurst,  who  had  made  four  voya<ies  to  Newfoundland ;  writin}.^  to 
fbikluyt,  in  1578,  he  said  : — 

"  The  Eiiglii^h  arc  comTjionly  lords  of  the  liinl)Our  whoro  they  fisli,  niid  use   all 
sti-imuieis'  heip  in  fishing  if  need  reciuire,  iiccording  to  tni  old  euslom  of  the  cuiuitrj, 


'  This  iiiivp  w,\s  p-osfiitcd  to  Iliniy  VIII.  tin-  French  explorations  on  oureast  and  nortli- 
tiv  Itose  (so  1  loain  from  M.  llarrissf  thi'  east  coasts.  The  nisTiption,  •' Tlu' new  ti)M(K' 
name  shcMik!  he   si^elt),  a  Freneh   pihit.     The       h)n(le  (iul\ar  men  •loetii  a  fiseliini;."  is  not  the 


map  IS   ( 


f  a  conijiosite  eliaraeter,  based  n[;( 


(^ahot's  and  Corteral's  vovifies  and  the  I''reneh       hy  some  Knglishman. 
exiedition  to  Cape   Breton,  hnt  not  shown 


work  of  the  map  maker,  hut  lias  heeii  added 
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>vliicli  Ihinu  they  fl'>  willingly,  so  Uint  you  t.iko  ii.^tliiiifir  froiii  tliom  more  tlmn  a 
lidiit  or  two  ol  (*alt  ill  re-spt'ct  of  your  i)rotccti()ii  of  tliuiii  atjainst  loverii  or  utlioi' 
violent  iiitriiderj,  wlio  do  often  put  tlioin  from  good  harbours." 

Ill  \')H:i,  Hiiyc's,  ill  h'H  imriMtivc,  iil*o  sa3'.s  : — 

" 'I'hc  Enylish  nici'dinntu  tliiit  \vfr(>,  and  ahvnvM  lie,  iidniiral.s  hy  turns  inter. 
(■lian^e:dj!y  (iver  the  llei'ts  of  llsiiernu'ii  within  tlio  sumo  lmv\ju\w,  fur  our  Engl ii>li 
iturclrnits  comuiiinl  lUI  timrc." 

lliiw  could  they  speak  of  Knjflish  (lr)iiiiiii;'ii  and  u'>a;^c  iii  tlie 
Cnliiiiy  ill  I'lTN  iis  an  aiiciont  custom  if  tlic  En<;'lisli  did  not  jiartifipati! 
in  tlio  lislu'iy  diiiinL,'  these  past  seventy  or  eighty  years  ?  'IVue, 
History  is  silent  on  tlie  subject,  lait  tliis  furnislies  no  nrotniicnt  ;  the 
tisliery  was  «piite  beyond  tln'  scope  of  history  as  then  understood,  mid 
we  know,  from  the  recoi<ls,  that  uo  account  was  kept  of  tlie  movements 
of  tisliin^'  vessels. 

The  Collector  was  th.e  dire  enemy  alike  of  the  Devonshire,  the  BascpK*, 
the  Xornian,  aii<l  the  I'ortuo'uese  h'shermen  ;  cencealnierit  of  hoth  their 
voyages  and  their  prosperity  was  a  settled  policy  ;  like  the  poor  fellaheen 
and  the  ryots,  they  hid  their  treasures  from  the  harpies  of  the  Government. 
It  was  only  when  the  English  Admiralty  otlicers  became  too  outrao^eous 
in  tlu;ir  ra])acity  that  complaints  were  made  to  the  Crown,  and  an  Act 
passed  in  1547  to  lestrain  tlieiii. 

These  adventunms  old  Devonshire  sailors,  ;;,  ear  by  year,  left  tlieir 
little  ports  to  reap  the  harvest  of  the  seas  across  the  Atlantic. 

Each  autumn  the  forest  resounded  to  the  woodman's  axe  as  he  felled 
the  giant  oaks  to  build  the  tishiiig-ship  ;  with  skill  and  jjatieiit  labour 
the  sturdy  little  craft  took  form  ami  mould  ;  the  ofiscure  West  Country 
haven  was  busy  with  riggers,  and  caulkers,  ami  sailmakers  ;  the  hill.s 
resounded  with  the  clang  of  the  anvil  as  they  forged  the  goodly  anchor, 
and  made  the  cable  on  which  huii'^  the  lives  of  men. 

Devonshire  not  only  reared  true  men,  but  she  l)uilt  good  ships;  every 
Iiit  of  timber  and  e\ery  nail  and  treenail  that  was  driven  was  real 
honest  work  done  by  skilled  hands,  in  the  sight  of  all  the  villafe 
critics;  they  were  iKjt  built  for  "j'achting  cn-er  summer  seas,"  but  for 
encounters  with  the  ice  and  tins  hard  knocks  and  rough  voyages  of  the 
Atlantic. 

M.  Oppeiiheim  says  of  the  Elizabethan  sailor  : — - 

"  It  speaks  well  for  his  seamanship  afloat,  and  the  skill  and  j^ood  workmanship 
of  shipwrights  ashore,  that  not  one  ship  was  lost  by  stress  of  weather,  by  lire,  or 
by  running  aground.  During  those  same  years,  and  soinetinies  during  the  same 
gales  which  the  English  t^hips  -weathered  successfully,  whole  Spanish  Heels 
foundered  at  sea."  ' 
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Yeni"  by  yoar,  as  tlio  wealth  from  the  fur-ott' tislicry  was  pouroj  into 
the  weHteni  counties,  more  ships  were  made  ami  old  ones  ivpairod. 

Until  15(S0  thori'  luv.  hut  sparse  accounts  of  tlu^  Hu^lisli  ships  that 
tislied  in  Newfoundland,  hut  we  know  from  contempoi-ary  history, 
and  the  Act  of  Heniy  VIIJ.  and  tlu^  further  Act  of  Edward  VI., 
that  England  carried  on  from  De'vonshii'e  a  considerable  fishery  in 
Newfoundland;  tlie  west  was  the  j;reat  centre  of  nuiritime  enterprise  in 
England  ;  her  seameti  the  most  daring  and  most  mnncrou!-: ;  all  the  great 
Elizabethan  seamen — Drake,  Hawkins,  Ralsigh — were  Devonshiie  men. 
They  .sailed  the  sliips  as  well  as  they  built  them  ;  their   models  were 

not  our  models,  nor 
their  ways  our 
ways  in  the  modes 
of  shi[)building ; 
to  use  the  old 
sailors'  phi-ase,  they 
bnilt  their  vessels 
"  for  Iteasts  of  bur- 
then, not  for  birds 
of  passage."  They 
had  great  beam, 
wore  low  in  the 
waist,  high  forward 
and  aft,  and  had 
great  sheer,  without 
fore  and  aft  sails ; 
they  were  no  good 
on  a  wind;  but 
sailed  fairly  well  going  free;  above  all  they  were  excellent  sea-boats. 

The  type  of  ship,  of  course,  varied  according  to  the  purpose  for  which 
.she  was  designed.  In  a  paper  by  William  Borough,  in  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth,  three  orders  are  described  : — 

■'1.  The     sliortcst,     broadest,     and      To  have  the   length  by  the  keel  doubhi 
leeiiest  order.  tlie  broadth  anudships,  and  the  depth 

in  hold  halt  that  breadth. 

"  This  order  is  ut-cd  in  some  merchant  .^hips  made  for  most  profit. 

"  -2.  The  mean  and  best  proportion      Length  of  keel,  2  or  21  that  of  beam. 
for  shipping  for  inerchandi.se,  likewise  Depth  of  hold,  V\ths  that  of  beam, 

very  8orvioeable  for  all  inirposes. 

"  3.  The  largest  order  for  galleons      Length  of  kerd.  3  times  the  beam.    Depth 
01"  ships  for  the  wars,  Jiiade  for  the  most  of  hold,  ?ths  of  beam." 

advantageous  of  sailing. 

Men-of-war  had  high  poops  and  deck  cabins,  which  Raleigh  con- 
demned   as    '"sluttish    dens  that  breed    .sickness  in    peace";   ordinary 
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fisliiii"  vessels  in  the  hegimiing  of  the  sixteenth  century  had  Ihish  di'cks, 
three  masts,  the  foremast  very  far  forward,  and  tlio  mi/zen  very  far  aft ; 
the  sails  were  three  hij^  lug  sails  ;  the  ballast  cari'ied  was  always  sand,  and 
the  cook-room,  a  solid  striicturo  of  brick  and  mortar,  was  built  on  the 
ballast.  Hawkins  was  the  inventor  of  movable  top-masts  -Hshin^' 
vo.ssels  were  rigj^ed  low,  and  their  masts  were  single  spars  until  late  in 
the  sixteenth  century. 

Tnp-niiists  or  top-gallant  s;uls  are  not  mentioned  in  oHieial  pajters 
till  IdlN.  Studding  sails  wert;  not  those  now  known  by  that  name. 
Thev  were  called  "  lioiniets  "  an<l  "  drablers "  ;  the  bonnet  laced  on 
to  the  foot  of  the  ordinaiy  sail,  the  di'abler  on  to  the  foot  of  the 
bonnet.  The  invention  of  the  log  line  is  claimed  for  an  Elizaltethan 
Englishman,  named  Humphrey  Cole,  but  it  a{. pears 
to  have  been  in  use  as  (sarly  as  l.")21,  on  lioard 
Mafellan's  ships.  Chain  pumps,  capstans,  and  other 
improvements  were  made  only  in  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth.  Even  in  this  reign  no  lai'ge  vessel  had 
fure  and  aft  canvas. 


We  have  very  few  records  of  official  voyages  (o 
the  New  W(jrld  by  Englishmen  during  Henry  Vlll.'s 
rei'Mi.  Ships  of  the  courtiers  and  gallant  gentlemen, 
like  Hore's  and  (filbert's,  nearly  always  came  to  grief, 
Avhilst  the  bluff-bowed,  s(|uare,  extraordinary  little 
tubs,  handled  by  the  rough  fi.shermen,  who  trusted 
tt)  "latitude,  lead,  and  look-out,"  made  their  voyages 
contimioi'sly  for  forty  and  fifty  years  '  without  losing 
a  I'ope  yarn;  never  a  nushap,  nor  a  claim  on  the 
Insurance  Company,  for  probably  none  existeil  then 
foi'  fishing  ship.s.- 

In  l.")2.S  four  ships  were  sent  out  by  Francis  I.  of 
France,  mider  the  command  of  (Jiovamu  Verrazano, 
a  Florentine  navigator  ;  three  put  back  damaged,  so 
\'ei-i'azano  proceeded  in  the  Dolphin  alone ;  he  cruised 
along  the  whole  Atlantic  coiist  from  Carolina  to  Cape 
Iheton,    and    on    the    strength    of    this    voyage    the 
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Fniiii  C/iiiiiiii:  nil's 
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'  TIk'  Fix'iicli  l{us(iiie,  Siivalet,  told   Lcs-  "  AInrine    InsuriiiH'i'  was   ciirricil    on    by 

,al)()l  lie   had  then  iiiiidf  foilv-two  vova^'os  ;  LoiiiI)ards  and  I'lumings  earlier  than  this  :   iu 

.Hid   Kchevi'te,  the   SpauL-h  lia.s(iiie,  sajs   lie  Klizabetli's  reif;ii  it  passed   into  the  hauds  of 

made  twenty-eight.  Englishmen. 

Depositions    were    taken    in    llJCT    from  8ee   Ai)pi'ndix,   p.    '^i,  for   an   Insunmee 

several  seamen   at   Dartmouth  who   had  heen  effeeted  in  1()04  on  a  Xewfoiliiilland  freiglit  of 

goiii!:  to  Newfoundland  for  between  fifty  and  fish  to  France. 
lifi)-tive  years,  ■ 


SI 
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Frriicli  clfiiiiicl  n  ri^ht  t()  tlif  coiintiics  sisilcil  \>y  liim,  Idit  the  olaiiii 
IiikI  no  sdliil  t'nimdntiuii,  and  was  never  iTcoj^'nisefl  liy  I'ln^laml.' 

The  first  otlieial  voyuifc  (liat  we  know  of  actually  niaije  umlcr  (lie 
(lii'eet  onleiH  (if  lieiify  VIII.  was  in  JfjliT;  CDnne'teil  witli  thi.s 
udventiu'e  tiiere  are  many  diHiculties  arisin<r  IVnin  tlie  extienieiy  scanty 
int'diinatinn  olitiiinahle  ctii  tlie  suliject.  Ilnklnyr,  our  cliier  aiitliDrity, 
wrote  many  years  after  the  event. 

Tiiero  can  l»e  tio  donlit  that  the  expedition  was  iii'i;vc|  npon  tlie  kin.; 
liy  liolu-rt  'riiornc.  of  Hi-istol,  iiviiiy  at  Seville,  who  "  exhortetli  the 
"   Kiny    with    \(iv    waielity    and  suhstantial    reisjns    t)    set    forth    ii 


''Xariaxi* 
B»tfc<m- 
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From  JIiiklu!//'s  "JJinrs  V'liiiKjes,"  I".s7, 

'•  (liscouerie    euen    to   the  North    Polo";  a   "little    ^fappe   or 

Carte  of  the  AVoi'ldo  "  to  illustiuto  his  vi(  It  was  cleai.,    n  royal 

expedition  to  rtnd  the  iioi'th-west  passage  to  India.   Jtiiii  Hut,-  the  roui;h 

'  rislieiiiuMi  mill  ti'iidi'is  liud  |n>iu'ti'iitt'(l  in  tlu'  linhricH  llnij.iil  jiid  Maiiii  ile  /.urctti, 

soutli  "f  Cajx'   Breton  lu-tovf  this;  Viniaziun)  t'nuu  lol'J  to  I.Jl:!  ;  lie  was  ;i  ycimian  nt'  J!at- 

ti'inid  tin- )iMtives  (Hiito  prepared  to  trude,  and  elitVe ;    had    a    iMMision    of     CUi    ])er    aiinmn, 

ahle  to  drivi' 11  {;[()<id  liarguiu.  ihittd     llamp'on    Court,   -Ji   -May,   I'J   Henry 

-  Hit,   of    th'-    Uoyal    Navy,  and    the  \ III .—{liiairds.) 
master  (if  several  ships  for  Henry  Vlll.,  was 


i 
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soiiiiuii.  \\li(t.s(!  IctttT  i^ivcH  \IH  tin*  liio-it  iiit'uiiiiutioii  a'. (lilt  tlir  vnyn;.'!', 
wiiH  HI)  old  iiiiistcr  ill  tlu"  navy,  iiml  wlicii  tin-  cxpi'ilitiuii  fuilcd,  tlm>iiyli 
till'  loss  ol"  his  (.'(insort,  lie  lll•ou^llt  lionir  n  (•ar;,'o  df  Msli. 

Koyiil  ships  often  tnnlcMl  in  this  ivii^ni,  iiml  wcif  liinil  \'i>v  coiimiicicc  ' 
and  advt.'Mtiin' ;  thi'iu  was  |.ractically  no  ditr'nin  c  lictut'eii  tlu'  aniif  I 
iiii'i'chiintniaii  of  those?  days  tiiid  the  'I'udor  llnyiil  Navy  ;  thnc  was  no 
iiniloriii,  iiothiiiij  to  iiiiirk  the  ilistiiictioii  lictwrcn  the  scrvict's, 

A  diti!;'nlty  alioiit  tiiis  voya;^o  a'iscs  from  llalvlnyt's  mention  of 
'•  Till'  ('.  lion  of  Saint  I*;inl."  Tht;  dilij^'cnt  chroniclrr,  in  his  coll  ctidii  of 
"  jiivcisc  Voyages,"  afti'i"  s])'akin.f  of  "  woi'tliy  Mast t  Hol>ert  Tlmnu's 
■•  lar^c  discourse  to  th(!  KiiiLf,"  tells  us  "that  he  was  informed  \<y 
"  Mastei's  Hall  ami  (Jniftoii  that  Henry  sent  loitli  two  (aire  ships,  well 
"  victnalled  and  manned,  on  the  2()th  of  May  \')-27,  and  after  makin;^' 
"  ciKpn'ries  l,e  i.s  told  liy  Sir  Francis  Kroliisher  and  Kichard  Allen  that 
'•■  a  learned  atid  wealthy  canon  of  Saint  I'aJil's  went  on  the  e\pi'(lition, 
'  that  one  of  the  ships  was  called  the  Itominiin  Vdhlsrti in,  -awA  that 
•  one  of  the  ship-;  was  cast  away  in  the  Straits  of  Iielh-  Isle." 

It  is  cU'ur  that  this  ivfers  to  the  voya;;e  of  Kut  and  his  consort  : 
tlie  dati  s  are  the  same,  these  sliips  were  sent  hy  the  kiii;^-,  and  om.'  was 
wrecked  northward,  just  as  the  S(ni)/is<),i  was. 

Kcjrmer  writers  have  Jnnn»t'd  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Alhert  de 
Ti'ado  -  who  wrote  a  lettc-r  to  Cafdinal  Wolsey,  of  the  same  t(Miour  as 
lint's,  was  a  (!  iiion  of  Saint  I'anl's,  London.  'I'here  may  have  heeii  a 
Canon  of  Saint  Paul's  on  hoard,  hut  his  name  was  not  Alhert  de 
]  I'ado,  for  tho  Hccords  at  St.  Paul's  contain  no  hiicIi  name  as  De  Prado, 
Field    (Prado  is    Spanisli    for    field),    or   anythini,^    like  it.      'J'h-at    the 


ex 


])edit 


ioa   was   a   I'oyal   one 


an( 


1   iitted   out   hy  Wolsey,   is   slutwn   by 


Lord    Edward   Howard's   hitter  to   the   Cardinal,  savin"    h 


won 


hi    h 


rhul  to  lie   employed  in  the  expedition  to  he  madt;  to  Newfoundland, 


am 


1    so     tinl     his   wife     ami     chilih'eii     nujat     and     driidv 


As 


voyage  of  discovery  tlie   expedition   was   a   failure,   hut   Hut's  letter   i.'- 


invaluable,  as  it  gives  us  information  al)out  the  Island  :  it 


not    old    John's    tiist    vovaw    to     Nesvf 


was  proliably 


oundiam 


Ih 


as 


ho    seems    to    b< 


well  acquainted  with  the  points  of  hind,  blaster  (iirdu^'s  two  ships  from 
Plymouth  appear  to  liave  made  about  tho  same  sort  of  passage  as  John 
Cabot's  ;  evidently  these  vessels,  sailing  so  late,  were  not  fishing  ships, 
and  this  is  another  clear  proof  of  the  large  English  fishery  then  carried 
on   in   Newfoundland  ;    they   were  sack  ships  going  out  to   trade    iuid 


'  111  I.IIJG  we  fiiul  \n  xhv  licriirils  a  jiro-  iin   (itlier   iiiroiinatiiii    about    liiin  ;    it    scciiis 

liiisitioii     to     use     the    idle    iiu'ii-ot'-war    as  liki-ly    that   lie    wn.s  tlif   son    of    a    .^puiiisli- 

niiTfliijiil  sliips  to  Icolaiid,  itc.  AiiiJiicaii    tralcr:     [iciliaps    in;  hiiii.self    iiail 

-  Till'  liccorilx  show  I'rado's  duhts  «.  re  sailed  iiiidcr  (ioiiiez. 
paid  !)}•  the  Koyal  Treiisiirur,  but   I  can  find  ■'  J{,:  .iinU. 
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Iriuf;' liiifk  a  cai'i^o  of  fish,  oi'  I'uis,  ami  pioiliu'c  'I'lic  rcouiar  tiiii((  oF 
sailiiio'  Inr  tlic  lishino-  would  liu  Februnry  or  March  ;  soim;  French 
vessels  used   to  leave  even   in  Jaunaiy. 

8filiiiu',  ill  his  history  of  tlie  tish.ery,'  iel\iii<'-  apparently  upon 
Oviedo  or  Herrara,  sa3s  that  in  1517  there  weiv-  only  iil'ty  ships — 
Kii<;lish,  Fivneh,  Spanish,-  ;ind  rurtugiiese — tislniio'  in  Newt'oiiiidland,  hut 
aeeonliiii;' to  the  Portumiese  records  this  must  hi-  an  enor  :  as  re^'ards 
the  iMi^'lish  ships,  we  can  rest  assured  th  *■,  Master  (Jrulie's  two  harques 
and  Rut's  ships  were  not  the  only  F.iglish  vessels  llieie. 

i'urchas  says  : — 

"  KiiiL?  Henry  A'lll.  si^t  f'nrtli  two  ships  for  (liscoiici'ic  one  oT  whirli  pi'rislicd 
in  the  north  ]iaits  of  Newfouiiilljiiid  tlic  ,^hlste^  of  (lie  other  .lolin  J{ut  writ  tliis 
leltui'  to  Jviiig  Hlmiiic  in  fsul  English  and  vorsu  writing  ovi'f  it  was  this 
t-upcrsciiptioii. 

"  ^Jfastor  (Iruhes  two  ships  departed  from  I'lynmntli  the  loih  il;\y  (4"  June,  and 
iiriived  in  ilie  >,'('wf(iui,(ll;in(ls  tlio  "Jl  day  of  Jul}'  and  al'ter  we  liad  left  the  sight 
ol'  Selle  SciUy  Islands^  we  had  never  s'-!;t  of  any  land  till  W2  iiad  .-iglii  of 
Capo  dt;  Uas. ' 

John  Ei;t's  Lkttkk. 

"  I'lea-ing  your  Ilououiablo  Grace  to  I'.oarc  ol'  ;•  nir  s(>rvant  .lolm  lint  with  all 
his    eouipany    iierc    in    go  id    health    thanks    he     to    God    and    y   iir  Gract'ship — 

Tiic  Mar;/ of  GilfiirJ, '  w\l\i  idl    her thanks  he  to   tJod — and    if  it 

please  your  hoiiourablo  Grace  we  ramie  in  onr  course  to  the  .Vordiward,  till  wu  catne 
into  .>'«  degrees,  there  we  found  many  great  Islands  of  iee  and  deepe  water;  we 
fiuiiid  no  sounding,  and  then  we  durst;  not  go  no  furllier  to  the  Northward  lor 
I'eaie  (jf  nere  ice  evidently  n.aking  for  a  norlh-west  passage  |,  and  tiien  wo  cast 
al.out  to  the  Souiiiwaid,  and  within  foure  daye.s  'ifter  we  had  one  liuiulred  and 
sixtie  futienu  and  then  we  canie  into  5:1  degrees  and  fell  with  the  niaync  land  and 
Aviiliiii  ten  leagues  of  the  luayne  lande  we  met  with  a  grtat  Island  of  ice  and  caaie 
liard  hy  her  for  it  was  slai<ding  in  deep  water  and  so  went  in  witii  Capo  de  Has-'  a 
good  Jlarhour  and  many  small  Islanils  and  a  great  flesh  river  going  up  farre  into 
the  niayin;  land  and  the  iin'vne  land  all  wihlernoss  and  luounlains  and  woodes  and 
no  naturall  ground  hut  all  mosse  and  no  inhaliitation  n<ir  no  pi'ople  in  these  parts; 
and  in  the  woods  we  f  pUiuI  footing  ol'  diveis  great  heasts  luit  we  saw  muie  not  in 
t(  a  himues-And  ].'ea^e  your  Grace  the  Samjison  and  wee  kept  company  all  the 
way  till  within  t\\o  dayes  before  we  met  with  all  the  Hands  ol'  iee;  that  was 
the  tiist  d-iy  of  July  at  lught  and  there  arose  a  preat  and  a  marvallous  great 
>iornie  and  inncli  fold  weather —i  trusi  in  the  Ahnightie  .le>u  to  hoaro  good 
iicwc  s  (if  her — and  jilease  j-our  (irace  W(;  wi're  considering  and  a  wriling  of  all  our 
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Bi-'s  ten  days  oracriiig  of  your  Grace  nnd  fi.shing,  luul  sodepartd  to  the  Southward 
to  seek  our  fellowc;  the  third  day  of  August  we  entered  into  a  good  Harbour  called 
St.  John  aad  there  we  found  Eleuen  Saile  of  Xornians  and  one  BritCiiine  [Bretouj 
and  two  FortTigall  Bai'ks  all  a  fishing  and  so  wo  are  leady  to  depart  towards 
Ca])e  de  Bas  that  is  25  leagues  as  shortly  as  we  have  fished  and  so  along  the  Coast 
until  we  may  mcete  with  our  fellowe  and  so  with  all  diligence  that  lyes  in  mo 
toward  parts  to  that  Hands  that  we  are  commanded  at  our  departing  [it  is  evident 
he  had  strict  instructions  to  make  a  vigorous  attempt  to  find  a  NW.  passage  ; 
instead  of  doing  so  he  was  making  up  a  cargo  of  fish],  and  thus  Jesu  save  and 
keepe  your  Honourable  Grace  and  all  your  Honourable  Keuer. 

"  In  the  Haven  of  St.  John  the  third  day  of  August  written  in  haste  1527,  by 
your  servant  John  Hut  to  his  uttermost  of  his  power."  ' 

It  si'oins  likely  that  Rut  iui.l  Albert  de  Prado  wrote  tlieir  letters 
hastily  to  citcli  one  of  Master  Gruhe'y  ships  returning  to  Europe  with 
lier  freight  of  fish. 

The  only  outside  evidence  -  of  any  kind  whieh  has  come  down  to  us 
about  this  voyage  is  the  mention  by  Cartier  of  a  Cape  Prato"*  ni 
the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  showing  that  perhaps  the  Mary  of  Gmklfonl 
penetrated  there ;  wdiether  the  information  was  given  to  Cartier  by  the 
vessels  which  were  fishing  in  the  Gulf  as  he  passed  along,  or  he  got  it 
from  a  map  showing  Prado's  discoveries,  cannot  now  be  nscertiuned. 

The  natural  curiosity  of  the  hunuin  mind,  and  the  spirit  of  adven- 
ture which  leads  all  surts  ami  conditions  of  men,  even  in  the  present 
day,  to  Africa  and  the  wilds  of  Asia,  prompted  in  the  reign  of  bluti" 
King  Hal  one  of  the  uu)st  extrat)rdinary  wild-cap  expeditions  it  has 
ever' been  the  lot  of  the  historian  to  describe;  it  is  recorded  by  the 
industrious  Hakluyt  as — 

'•The  voyage  of  Master  lloro  and  divers  other  gentlemen  to  Ncwfonndland 
and  Cape  Briton  in  the  yere  153'3. 

"  ]\laster  More,  of  London,  a  man  of  goodly  stature  and  of  great  couriige,  and 
given  to  the  study  of  Cosmographie,  in  the  yere  of  our  Lord  IStJO.  encouraged 
divers  gentlemen  and  others,  being  assisted  by  the  king's  favour  and  good 
countenance,  to  acc.impany  him  in  a  voyage  of  discovcrie  upon  the  n(U'th  west  paits 
of  America,  wherein  his  j)ersuasi.)ns  tooko  such  effect  that  within  a  short  space 
many  gentl'enu  ■  f  the  Inns  of  Court  and  of  the  Chancerie,  and  divers  others  of 
<',)0(i  worship  desirous  to  see  the  strange  things  of  the  world,  very  willingly  entered 

'iiito  the  action  with   him 'l"''e  whole   num\)er  that  went 

in  the  two  tall  ships  the  TrinUlc  and  the  2r!„!on  were  five  score  persons,  whereof 
:!(l  were  genth>meii,  which  all  were  mustered  in  warlike  manner  at  Gravcsend,  and 
after  the  receiving  of  the  sacrament  they  embarked  themselves  in  tlic  endt'  of 
April  loll).  "  * 
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Tlicy  iippoar  to  liavo  lieen  su  l)a(lly  victuiilled  thiit  they  woro  guilty 

of  oiinnilialism  ;  tluy 
hail  no  pilot,  othenviso 
thoy  would  have  gone 
on  the  ^v  ell-known 
track  to  Newfound- 
land. What  thirty 
idk^  tfentlenien  and 
hrielless  1  larristers  ex- 
pected to  find  or  do 
in  these  unknown  re- 
<j,'ions  it  is  inipossilile 
to  conjecture.  They 
did  not  losf  tlie  two 
tall  ships,  liiit  they 
were  so  starveil  and 
iiii|)overishi'd  that,  hut 
for  the  timely  arrival 
of  a  French  shi[)  in 
some  i)ai't  of  tlie 
south  -  western  coast 
of  Newfoundland,  ])i'o- 
liahly  White  IJear  Bay, 
they  wotdd  all  have 
perished.  The  only 
advantaji'e  of  haviu};'  so 
manv    lawyers  ahoard 


CASTA  I.DI  s 

ri-iiiii  iiiiiiiiixi' 


!   " /,(-  \<ivir/lti'llli." 


appears  at  this  jnnctui'e,  for,  sa3's  Hakluyt  :— 


"  When  in  tlioir  dire  extremity,  and  ns  they  were  guing  tci  ;'ast  lots  who  slimilil 
be  killed,  sueli  was  the  mercie  ot'  God.  that  in  the  same  i.i<^ht  there  arrived  a 
French  ship  in  that  port  well  fui'niyjied  vith  vittaile,  and  such  was  the  jioliciu  of  the 
English  [acting,  no  doubt,  on  the  adviee  of  their  learned  coiniselj  that  thoy  became 
raas'terfl'jf  (lie  same,  and,  changing  ships  and  vittailing  them,  they  set  sail  to  eomc 
into  England." 

This  ill-fated  expedition,  product  of  the  enthusia.sni  and  iojiorance 
of  the  ajj^e,  is  (jne  of  the  many  wrecks  with  wliich  our  history  is 
.strewn;  court  ef.dlaMts  and  hair-brained  lawyers  are  ]ioor  suhstitutes 
for  practical  seamen  in  dangerous  exploiing  voyages:  (iilhert's  dis- 
astrous expedition  is  a  still  more  striking  ('xainple  of  the  utter  folly  of 
putting  landsnuMi  in  charge  of  ships. 


'  Tiiis  is  the  fir.-t  engraved  nia[)  specially  devoted  to  Newfoun  iiaiul. 


THE  BASQUE  FISHERY.  -3 

111  the  iniif,miticent  work  of  Nuvurrete,  "  Collecciou  do  Ioh  yiii<,a's 
kc,"  recountiny-  all  tlio  discoveries  ol:  the  Spaniards  up  to  the  sixteenth 
century,  lie  describes  the  voyag'e  in  1525  of  Estevan  Coinez,  a  Spaniard 
i'roin  Corunna,  who  took  with  him  a  crew  of  hardy  Basriue  fishermen,  and 
explored  the  American  coast,  certainly  as  far  north  as  Cape  Kace ; 
on  the  streiio-th  of  this  expedition  Die<fo  Ribero  marks  all  the  present 
United  States  as  the  land  of  Stephen  Gomez,  "  Tierade  Estevan  Gomez," 
and  therefore  beloii^'iiio;  to  Spain.  Na\'arrete  says  he  found  the  sea 
full  of  Hsh,  and  there  can  be  no  douot  he  was  in  jSewfoundland. 

It  is  clearly  proved,  as  well  ns  any  remote  historical  event  can 
be  sulistanii..-  1,  that  the  En<,dish,  Portu<(uese,  Bretons,  and  Normans 
were  the  tiist  lishei'nieii  in  Mewfo'Jiulland.  The  Spanish  Hasques  or 
Biscayans  did  not  en^-age  regularly  in  the  fishery  until  about  1545  ; 
previous  to  that  period  they  cari-ied  on  a  very  exteiisi\'e  fishery  in 
L-eland:  gradually  this  was  i-educed,  and  the  Biscayai.s  turned  their 
attention  to  the  great  Transatlantic  fishery  ;  we  have  abundant  evidence 
tliat  Ijesides  the  eodfisiiery  they  can-ied  on  a  veiy  extensive  whale  and 
seal  fishery,  both  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  iiud  to  the  northward. 
Their  head-(piarters  were  in  the  gulf  and  straits  known  in  those 
ancient  times  as  the  Gi'and  Bay.  The  splendid  harbour  of  Port-Aux- 
Bas(jues  still  commeiiinrates  their  presence  on  our  i.hores.  The  Biscaya,ns 
used  to  continue  their  o[)erations  until  December.  From  these  hardy 
and  daring  fishermen  England  had  l;o  obtain  harpooners  when  she  fiist 
betran  wlialing. 

We  seem  to  have  pi'oof  of  the  commencement  of  the  Spanish 
fishery  in  the  Colony  in  a  very  complete  form.  First  there  is  the 
Spanish  permission  given  in  1511  by  Ferdinando  el  Catolico  to  Juan 
de  Au'i'iimonte  to  take  two  shins  : — 

'■  A  descobiii-  cierta  lieiTa  iiucva  en  los  limiteB  quo  a  nos  pertouesoen — to 
discover  certain  now  land  within  the  limits  [fixed  by  the  Pope]  which  belong  to 
us.  [Tlio  charter  goes  on  to  state  that  tiie  crew  must  be  Sjianiards]  Avith  the 
exception  of  two  pilots,  wlio  may  be  Bretons,  or  of  other  iiatior  who  have  been 
there— a  execpcion  de  dos  pilotos,  quo  permitia  fueran  Brrtonos  o  de  otra  iiaciou 
(|uc  alia  hayan  estado."  ' 

Agramonte  sailed  to  North  America,  found  no  gold,  but  captured 
some  slaves  ;  his  voyage  was  not  repeated." 


'  DuHO,  p.  .110.  was  phiced  within  tiieir  limits).     I  think  these 

-   In  1.52;3  Liiea.'*  Vasciiie'j  do  Avllon  was  fisln-rios  were  nnirh  I'lirtliur  south  tluin   our 

friiiiited  the  title  (if  A(U'laiita(l(i,filtri'ii  leafiiies  Island. 

s(|iiai«'  of  land,  and   two  eodtishuries  in    the  ( Ivicdo — a    Spaniard    and    eonteiniiorary 

e  )iintiy  disi'ovcii'il  t\v   him.      De   A\llon  re-  of  f^iomcz — mentions    no     Spanish  vessels  in 

ceived   a   cliarter  in   this  year  to  seaicli   lor  a  XewtViiiiidland.     llerrara,  a  nuicli  later  ctiin- 

slraif   north  of  l'"loriila,  but  was  rei|iiire(l   to  ywYe;-,  does — aiipareiill)  about  1J'J7. 
a\oid  l'ofttif;uese  possessions  (Newfoundland 
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Then  we  liavo  in  tlio  Eii<,fii,sh  Caleiular  of  State  Papers  (vol.  v.,  -t43), 
1535  :— 1 

I  '■  !Sir  A.  St.  Li'gcr  said  tliiit  ns  iiiaiij-  as  -200  to  300  suil  of  Spanish  fisUernioii 
might  soinotiiiH'S  b.'  .«<eii  at  one  time  lit  Valeiitia  Haiboiir  _iii  Ireland]. " 

In  tlu'  Spani.sli  Xaval  Records  etliteJ  by  Captain  C  Feriiande/, 
Duro,  of  tile  Koyal  Spanisli  Navy,  there  is  a — 

"  Memorial  from  the  son  of  JMatias  de  Echcvcto  (-ayini^  that  ho  was  the  first 
Spaniard  who  went  to  the  Newfonndhmd  fishery  in  a  French  vessel  1515.  anil 
aftei wards  made  2H  voyai^os  up  to  15t'9,  being  the  fonuder  of  tlio  Basque  fishery 
tiurc. — llemorial  del  hijo  dc  JMatias  do  Echevete  diciciido  (|uc  este  ftii'  el  primer 
Kspanol  que  fue  a  la  pesea  do  Terra  Nova  en  iiao  Francesca  el  ano  15 15  y  de;q)nes 
hize  28  viages  liasta  el  de  1599  sicndo  fiindador  de  la  pesca  do  los  "S'as- 
oungados." -' 

And  in  l.")()l  Sir  T.  Chamberlain  said  : — 

"The  Span'-ih  hail  fonnd  a  trade  to  Xewfoundland  which  previously  they  did 
not  occupj-  so  much."'' 

If  the  iiuanorial  of  Echovete  is  not  absolutely  true,  it  represents 
substantially  the  truth,  for  Navarette  does  not  claim  a  very  early 
participation  in  our  ti-hery  foi-  his  countrymen,  but  considers  probably 
the  report  of  Gomez  gave  an  impetus  to  the  fishery:  he  mentions  the 
Bise;iyau  lawsuit  in  15()1,  at  San  Sebastian,  -when  evidence  was  given 
by  sailors  havin;^  been  fortv  years  in  the  tiade,  but  Xavarette  does  not 
hiy  much  stress  n]ion  this,  and  it  seems  most  likely  their  fishing'  in 
Xewfoumlland  did  not  assume  a  nationr'  character  till  about  J.5i5; 
judging  t"r(!m  the  accounts  of  the  Spanish  historians,  it  is  not  unlikely 
that  individual  ships  came  upon  the  coast  to  trade  from  the  earliest 
times,  possibly  bringing  salt  and  returning  with  fish.' 

lUit  the  (luestiun  a[ipears  to  bo  completely  iH'ttled  by  the  following 
account  by  Captain  Duro  of  this  lawsuit,  taken  fi'om  the  Records  of 
San  Sebiistian  : — 

'•  In  1561  a  dispute  arose  about  the  payment  to  the  Cliuieli  of  Two  per  cent, 
on  the  jnoduets  ot  the  Xewfomidland  lishei'y,  at  which  time  witnesses  weie  asked 
il'tht'y  knew  if  the  Newfoundhuid  fisheiy  had  been  followed  for  only  a  few  years. 
Amongst  the  declarants  were  some  (dd  men  of  seventy,  who  all  agieed  that  this 
fishery  was  not  more  than  from  sevenleen  to  twenty  years  established  before  then. 
That  is  to  say  that  they  IVequented  Newfoundland  fiom  1511  to  15  b5,  and  on  account 
of  the  very  much  gain  in  these  Aoyages  thej-  had  al  andcnied  tlieir  fisher3-  in 
Flanders  England  and  other  ])laees.  Some  of  the  witnesses  snid  that  the  fishery 
of  Newfoundland  had  been  discovered  since  tlii'  yiar  15'2()and  that  the  (~!uipnscoan3 
carri  'd  it  on  since  15fi).'' 

•En  el  pleito  seguido  en  San  He!);igti;in  el  ano  15(31  con  los  nnn  stres  de  Xaos, 
sobre  ])agar  ii  las  iglcsias  el  dos  por  ciento  de  los  productos  de  la  pesca  de  Terra. 
Nova  en  el  cual  sa  preguiit(')  a  los  testigcs.  Si  S'llcii  qnc  hi  pi's  (jiwria  ilr  Tli'mimievn 
he   sviilo  hallada  y  zisdila  de  pocus  anos  y  ttempo  ii  tsla  j/di'/i';  y  habicudo  entro 


1  Ii(  :(ii(ls.     I'roliably  exii^'gi'ialt'd. 
-   D'  ito's  .Init  ilr  Aiie,  p.  :M',\. 
•'  /I'fco/r/.s. 


'  .'"Joe    Haukissk's    Disrovery  of  Nortit 
Ann  lied,  IS'Jl!. 
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los  (Icclnr.iiitos  als^unoa  nncianos  lia^ta  do  setcnta  nuns  todna  estuvii?rou  confornu'S 
cii  (luo  ill  pt'Soa  un  i'oiital);i  mayor  anti'j;m'(la<l  qui'  dc  die/,  y  sois  a  vcitito  afios  a  la 
iecba-  cs  d.'cir,  (luo  ho  frcciU'ntaba  dcsde  1.5U  6  1515  y  que  i>:>r  la  inuchii  ijanancia 
,|U(.  produci.u  fsti.a  viages  so  habi.in  abindonado  los  to  Flaudes,  Inglatiemi  y 
otros  parti's,  &c.' 

The  celfbnitvl  v<)yfi<,a"s  oi  Jiic(iucs  C^irticv  in  15:^1,  1535,  uud  1541, 
o-avu  Fmnec  tlu;   title  to  ('unada.     Carticr  hiul  proljably   been  an   old 
tisliernian  on  tlie  Newfoundland  coast ; 
his    native    port,     St      Malo,    every 
vear  sent  out  tishennen  to  the  New 
World.     It    is    to    C'artier   that    we 
owe'  the  first  ilescription  of  tlie  no\)le 
river  8t.  Lawrence,  and   a  true  con- 
fiff-aration  of  our  island  ;  althou^'h  his 
enterprise  was  barren  of  results  and 
his    attempts    at    colonisinji'    Canada 
failed,  lie  g-reatly  enlar<;-ed  our  know- 
leili>v  of  the  New  World,  and  laid  the 
foundation  of  the  niiglily  empire  of 
New  France. 

Sieur  Jean  Francis  de  la  Roche, 
Seij^neur  de  Koberval,  who  had 
sailed  in  August  1541  with  three 
ships  witli  two  hun(h'ed  jiersons  and 

"  divers  ijentlenien  of  (juality,"  atFords  another  example  like  Hore,  of  the 
failure  of  landsmen  in  naval  atiairs.  On  lus  way  t'j  Quebec  he  met 
iTallobert  and  Noel,  two  of  Cartier's  captains,  in  St.  John's.-  His  expedi- 
tion to  New  France  was  a  series  of  disasters.  In  the  autumn  of  1543 
he  and  all  his  followers  abandoned  the  Colony.  The  account  of 
Roberval's  voyage  is  very  meagre,  and  we  can  only  gather  fr(jm  it  that 
our  harbour  of  St.  John's,  even  in  that  early  nge,  Avas  the  capital  and 
head-ipiarters  of  the  Transatlantic  ti.shery.  On  his  arrival,  Roberval  tells 
us  that  he  found  seventeen  ships  of  fishers  in  the  harbour ;  un- 
fortunately he  does  not  give  us  their  nationality.  He  also  had  a  dispute 
with  some  Portuguese  fishermen  in  the  Sti-aits  of  Belle  Isle.  Clearly 
these  old  cod  smacks  had  discovered  all  around  the  St.  Lawrence  long- 
before  the  court  gallants  and  their  grand  expeditions.  Cartier's 
patent  was  strenuously  o])posed  at  Court  by  the  Breton  merchants,  who 
considered  these  exploring  ex]»editions  would  injure  their  fishing  rights 
in  the  Gulf,  and  even  when  he  obtained  his  grant,  they  were  able  to 


JACQUKS  CARTIKU. 

yiftcr  an  old  portrait. 


'  ('.  F.  Onto's  Arm  dc  AW,  p.  :U4.  arrival  at  St.  Joliii's  was  most  likely  in  the 

-  llaUlnyt's  statoiiu'iit  tliiit  IJoliiTviil  iiu>t       autnuiu    of   1.J41  :  this    may  iicc'onnt  fur  thi' 
Ciutier  is  (iispvdved  by  (iosMlin.     UoIilmv  al's       small  numlicr  of  vossols  ho  lui.'t  there. 
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provi-nt  liis    n't>ttiiig'   a   crew    until   the  kini;   sent   poveuiptoiy   orders 
tu  tlie  juitlioi'ities  nt  St.  Mii'o.     Cartier  mentions  luectini^  KkmicIi  fislier- 


ST.   .MAI.O   ,MI;irT    \tVll\. 

From  nil  ciii/rnriiirj  nf  Mcri  ni's. 


men  in  the  Gulf,  prolmMy   at  Brest — Entre   dii    Golf — iVoni   tlio   veiy 
eavliest  tiuiL'S  the  nortliei-n  he;.(l-i|nartirs  of  tlie  Gull'  (i^lieiy. 


■f^j^y-- 


'*••'»*.!.  jl'JJW,i|! 


Dim 


;*AS 


From  ftti  tir/ritriiif/  of  Mt  ri  ni's. 


There  is  little  to  note  concernini;'  onr  Tslaml  histoi-y  duriny  this 
rei<;n.  Far  from  the  jairiuo;  .stiife  of  Europe,  the  fishermen  ])ursue(l 
their  humble  trade  in  Xewfoundland  :  year  bv  vear  tliev  built  ui)  a 
jfreat  business,  whieh  ni'cw  and  pi'ospcred    ;uid  enriched  England. 

Both  the  iiTcat  Tudor  monarehs  were  statesmen — men  of  eneryv  and 
ability — yet  both  failed  to  yrasp  the  id>  a  oK  ii  Colonial  Em[iire  :  just  as 
in  our  days  parish  jiolities  in  the  Colimies  and  nai-row  views  at  liome 
obsL'Ure  from  our  countrymen  the  grand  idea  of  Imperial  Federation. 
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I.  The  Basqiie  Fishery. 

The  words  '•  J5i^(■;lMlH  "  mid  "(iuipiis- 
(•(i;iii  "  (icciir  l'!-ci|U('ntl_v  in  tlit'  i)ld  writers; 
tlic\  ri't'i'r  til  two  divJsiiiiw  nl'  the  I5,iM|iif 
|iiiiviiu'i-i  ill  Spiiiii,  tlic  tliird  |ir(iviiii'i', 
"  Alava,"  Iiuinj;'  iiiliiiid.  is  not  iiiL'iitioiicd. 

Till'  Spaiiisli  l!:iS(|'U'S  wcio  MiiiDiifjst  the 
most  advi'iiliiioiis  navigators  in  lOaroiic,  thev 
wore  tliL'  firi'at  wliahM's  of  aiicienl  davs.  There 
are  very  i-.irlv  not'oes  of  their  eodtisliinj;  ;  a 
treaty  was  made  lietweeli  tiieiii  ami  Ivhvaril 
III.,  sifjiied  1st  Aii^Mist  l.i.")l,  which  eom'eiled 
to  them  the  ri','hl  to  lisji  oi\  the  Kiiglish  coast 
for  certain  paynK'Hts  duriiifr  twenty  years. 
XAVM;i!i;ri;,  vol.  i.,  ji.  (H,  says  : — ■ 

"  !•:!  padre  Las  ( 'asas,  cpie  posey(5  los 
papeles  de  Colon,  (li^i)  (pie  el  Admirante, 
(I'liia  apuntado  en  sii  lihro  de  menioiias,  eiilre 
olros  indieios  do  la  existeiieia  de  tierras  al 
( (ecldeiite.  ipie  iin  marinero  tiUMto,  en  el  piierto 
de  Santa  .Maria,  y  otro  (lallejro,  en  .Miireia,  le 
haliiaii  dicho.  (pie  nn  viaije  ipie  hieieron  a 
Irlamla,  desviados  de  sii  di'rrota,  mivejraron 
lanto  al  N  (  >..  ipie  avistaron  una  tierra  (pie 
iiDaiiinarioii  ser  la  Tartaria,  y  era  Terra 
Nova."" 

'•  Father  I/is  (asas,  wlio  had  posses- 
sion of  ("ohimhus"  papers,  sai.s  that  the 
.Vdmiral  had  mi  entry  in  his  note  hook, 
amoHj.'-st  oliier  indications  of  the  existence  of 
lands  ill  the  West,  that  a  eO(d<-eycd  sailor  in 
St.Mary"s  I'ort  andanotlier.(;alle;.'o,in  .Miircia, 
had  told  him  that  on  a  voya;;e  w  liieh  lliey 
had  made  to  livlaiui,  throw u  rut  of  their 
course,  they  sailed  so  far  to  tlie  north-west 
that  they  saw  land,  whi'di  tliey  iinatriued  to  he 
T'artary  and  was  Newfoundland."" 

'I'liis  i'j  a  very  doiilitful  story.  If  land 
was  seen,  it  was  most  piid)alily  (tr(?enlan(!, 
wliiidi  uppe;ire(l  upon  maps  hetor,'  ('oliimhus' 
voyage,  and  was  nndoiililedly  xi-ited  hy 
traders,  most  likely  lil-cayaii  w  lialers,  liefore 
C'.iliot"s  discoveiv.  The  name  Labrador 
(jrixcn  ajiparciitly  to  all  the  land  ncu'th  of 
Xcwfoundlaiid  at  lirst)  has  liien  claiineil  as 
that  of  a  liiscayaii  whalinj;  captain.  Scori.shv"s 
hook  contains  much  inforinaliou  on  this  whale 
fishery. 

The  facts  i:i\  en  in  the  text  are  strongly 
afraii'st  the  elaiiii  that  these  men  fished  in 
Newtimndlaiid  lietiu-e  1  I!l7.  m  de  la  Co-a, 

a  lii-cayan,  and  the  hinhest  autherity  of  his 
(l.iy,  doi's  not  aiipear  to  know  iinr  coast,  iicu- 
do  there  appear  to  lie  any  names  of  a 
liiseayaii  source  on  the  earliest  ina])S. 

A  3])anisl\  writer.  Tome  C'aiio,  declares, 
that    since    the    Spaniards    lost    this    fishery 


'IHTi-'OO  (|lls.  have  heeii  annuaUy  con-nmed  in 
Spain,  eostiiifr  t;(i()(i,(iii(i. 

liad  f^ov.'rnmeiit  has  heen  the  curse  of 
Spain,  and  of  all  the  Spanish  colonies;  it  fill 
most  liea\ily  on  these  fair  Mascpie  provinces. 
-Ml  the  industry,  liotli  hy  sea  and  land,  of  these 
hardy  loilers,  thi'se  hr;ive  industrious  ( 'aii- 
tahriaiiH,  could  make  no  headway  af^aiiist 
kiiifjs,  who,  notwithstanding  repeated  royal 
promises  to  res|)cct  their  riehts,  laid  an  eiii- 
liaigo  on  tlndr  sliijis  and  toid<  llndr  lahoiircrs 
iind  scMiien  to  niaii  the  royal  iKets. 

There  is  no  more  piteous  story  in 
F.nropean  hist(uy  than  the  decay  and 
inipoverishmeit  of  thi>  great  Hascpie  nation 
by  Spanish  inisgo\  ernment.  .\  witty  proverb 
Weil  expresse>  iliis  clirouie  ciiiseof  national 
decay.  The  saintly  .Mi'onso  was  in  such  lii;;li 
favour  in  Heaven  that  the  Holy  \'iri;iii  coiiM 
not  refuse  Irs  prayi'is  ;  he  supplicated  that 
the  Spaniiirds  might  he  the  bravest,  and  their 
women  might  he  the  most  lovely,  and  their 
eoiinlry  the  nio^t  fertile  ;  all  Wiis  granted. 
"  One  iiKire  favour.  Holy  Mother,'"  said  the 
king,  "  give  Spain  a  g.iod  government." 
"  .No,  my  son,""  said  the  \'irgin,  "  if  Sjiaiii  had 
a  good  government  I  would  not  be  able  to 
kee|)  an  angid  in  Heaven  a  day  longer." 

I';elievete  gives  an  account  of  the  Spanish 
fisliiug  and  whaling  fleet  being  caught  in  the 
auliiinn  of  l."i77  and  frozen  up  in  some  port  in 
Newionndland  or  Labnidor  (in  the  original 
record  the  name  is  lefi  blank),  that  five  hun- 
dred and  fiirly  men  died,  and  that  seventeen 
of  the  best  sailors  of  Zaraiu  were  anioiigst 
tht'iii.  We  know  from  ^\'hitt)oul■ne  and  (•iiv"s 
iiisfnu'tlon-^  that  the  I'.iseayans  remained  in 
Ne\"foiiiidlaiid  until  very  late  in  Deicniber. 
With  their  poor  appliances  for  iieiiting  ainl 
ragged  elotliing  they  may  iiave  succumbed  to 
the  rigours  of  an  niiu-iially  hard  winter. 
Ity  a  sudden  clningeof  weather,  very  coinnioii 
in  this  eountiy,  they  iiiav  have  been  frozen 
lip.  A  number  (d'  Ijiglish  crews  were  caught 
in  this  w.iy  in  the  winter  of  IS  1 7  iis  far  south 
as  Renews. 

'I'he   Hasipies  had    tine  vcssids. 
liiiighiiin    meiilioiis    the    cjiptnre    of 
Ireland  of  four   hninlic-d    tons   with 
crew,  mostly  boys,  and  very  ragged. 

We  learn  fn  in  the  Spanisli  Uecorda  that, 
in  l.'i-l'.i,  a  liiscavan  Catholic  priest  ministered 
to  the  spiritual  wants  of  lli^  (ievoiit  con  lit  rv  men 
in  Newfinindland  ;  the  Spanish  Itascpies,  Ilk," 
the  noble  Mretons,  being  distinguislied  for 
their  loyalty  to  the  riiurcli.  'I'he  liasipics 
in    our    times    are     celebrated    as   Catholics, 


In  L")HG 
oae  (itr 
a    large 
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im:i(}n  of  iiknuy  viir. 


CoiiHi'i'vativrs,  and  C.irlNts.  "  Dios,  I'alriu.  y 
Hi'V,"  is  til  •  innviiiciiil  v.iir  crv. 

"  l')l'.l,  Miii'/.o  •_'.(.  Mriiiiiiial  cli'  .liii'iilic 
lie  lliai'i'ln  Marsini  lie  Niiii  iin'\  irii'lc)  pan  'i 
))i'>(M  (If  'rcna  Nova  jiiiliindd  (Utiainri'ios 
l>aia  ([lU'  uii  cUri);!)  (|iii'  llcva  a  liordo  (iiicdi' 
di'i'ir  iiiisa  i^ii  a(|iicll.i  'ricna."  — (^'"//cc. 
\'(irj/<i.i.  I'oiirc,  I  I'll  III.) 

'I  he  S|iani>li  Iticords  -.tat.'  fliat  <hiiinu-  tlif 
rri;f|i  (d'  riidip  II.  twi)  liandrcd  sliips  and  six 
tlioiisami  iiii'ii  wcrt'  euipliiycd  in  Ncwfiniad- 
lanil.  'I'lu'  liin;;  wislied  tlicni  to  liavc  a 
I'onvov  of  ships  of  war;  in  l."(.');i  llicrc  was 
;i  l\o_\al  or.linanoo  to  lliis  idVi'ct.  Tht'  15is- 
ca\ans  lliaidud  the  luini  for  liis  s<>iic'itndf 
jdmiit  tlii-ir  intiTi'sts,  but  tlii'V  did  not  wisli  to 
have  liis  sliips  willi  tlicin  ;  theirs  were  lea  \\ 
to  sail,  and  tlu'V  had  cxp.'ndi'd  two  hinidrc  1 
thousand  ducats  liitinj;  thcin  oat.  Thi'  order 
was  revoked.  The  ISiseayans  ar^rued  that  tliev 
were  safer  ^loint;  tojjether  in  twos  atid  threes 
than  in  a  fleet. 

'I'hey  were  very  jealous  of  their  ))ro- 
viiieial  rijihts,  and  reltelled  afiaiiist  the  requisi- 
tions made  on  llu'in  by  IMiiiip  Il.foi  shijis 
and  men. 

We  have  pres;>rved  the  report  to  the 
tiueeii  of  a  conversation  (d'  Sii-  T.  Chamberlain 
with  the  Kini;  ot  Spain,  l.')lil  : — 

•'  In  lliseay  they  hail  for  a  loni;  time  felli'd 
timber  for  Iniildinij  shi|is,  and  jdanfed  none, 
so  tlieii'  was  seareely  any  tiow,  anil  that 
double  the  priee  it  was  ;!(t  \ears  ajro.  Tiiose 
of  Hiseay  frankly  deehiied  that  their  ships 
liad  been  so  (d'teii  stopped  for  the  king's 
service  and  so  badly  paid,  that  they  had  to 
turn  to  other  trades,  lie  [ChamberliiinJ 
idlei;ed  another  reason  to  ]irove  the  country 
was  not  destitute  <d'  shipi)ing  by  their  tradiiij; 
further  off,  and  tha'  they,  the  Spanish,  have 
found  a  trade  unto  the  Ni'wfoniidland  for 
fish,  which  they  did  not  previously  occupy  so 
nnich." 

As  the  result  of  Sir  H.  Drake's  expedition 
in  158.'),  the  tishennen  did  not  ptopose  to  fro 
to  Newt'oundlaiid  in  1  J.SO  {Adrirti.iemtiilsfmm 
Sjmin),  and  in  fact  a  freneial  embargo  was 
laid  on  the  wh')le  fleet. 

In  \M'i  (year  before  the  Armada), 
'2  1  .hiTie,  St.  Jehan  de  liuec,  Shnte  wrote  to 
Walsingham  :— "  In  Spain  it  seems  they  are 
in  hopes  of  peace  with  Her  Majesty  and  along 
the  coasts  adjoining  !•" ranee  it  is  much  desin.'d 
insomuch  as  they  are  not  i>reBsing  forward 
the  riggingof  ten  large  slii])S,  he  gave  VValsing- 
hani  advice  of.  And  whereas  it  was  prohibited 
in  all  the  I'mts  of  La  I'rovenre  and  Hiseay 
that  none  should  go  forth  iint,)  the  Newland  a 
fishing,  of  late  it  is  permitted  and  they  are 
prcparmu  as  thev  of  custom  have  done 
hitherto."— (,//(i//iW(/  MS.\ 

This  is  confirmed  by  the  Spanish  Heeords. 
A  royid  order  forbade  any  ships  to  sail  to 
Newt'oundlanil  without  license;  the  ships  were 
wanted  for  the  .\ruuida,  then  preparing.  It  was 
only  on  the  l,")tli  .Inly  that  instructions  were 
sent   to  releasi.   them,  with  a  warning  to  go 


well  arnu'd,  and  be  ear.ful  iibiMit  luiglisli 
pirate*  1'iom  jtochclle. 

The  scare  of  tb;'  impeii  ling  coidlict  vir- 
tu illy  destroyed  the  liisc.ivaii  fisjuiy  l''rom 
thi-  tint  ■  forward  the  .Newfoundland  lishery 
was  principally  It  Knglisli  hands.  The  great 
Sp  luisli  fleet  d«indleil  down  in  a  few  years 
from  one  hundred  niiil  fifty  s:iil  to  less  than 
ten.  Kor  we  learn  in  l.'i'.l.'t,  from  Sylvester 
Wyat,  who  mide  a  voyajrc  from  Itrislol  to 
Ni  wfoiindl  ind,  that  be  I'oiiud  only  eight 
Sp  inisli  vessels  in  a  fleet  of  iipw.irds  id'  eighty 
sail  of  Krei'di  and  Iviglisli. 

The  Spanish  fishery  not  only  sufTered 
from  the  war,  but  from  the  excessive  duties 
imposed  on  their  products.  It  was  the  most 
flourishing  indnstiy  in  Spain,  but  the  im- 
pceunioiis  ( ioverninent,  instead  of  encouraging 
it,  hel])eil  to  destroy  it  by  .1  load  of  taxation 
and  severe  restrictions,  I'specially  the  niono- 
pidy  id'  salt. 

In  lliiej  seven  Hasipie  vessels  went  to 
Newfoiindlund  for  whaling,  and  many  more 
for  fishing. 

In  If'illl  the  lilscayan  lishery  to  New- 
foundland was  in  very  low  water;  in  KlUri 
only  six  sliijis  went  out;  in  KiltS  thirty  ships 
were  in  the  business. 

In  IfiSI,  however,  from  the  Port  of 
Passage  iilone,  there  were  1.1  vessels  of  2  8I(> 
tons  and  .'i.'id  men  for  codlishing  in  Newfound- 
land, iind  niiK^  vessids  of  2,(i'.<()  tons  for 
w  haling  ;  they  carried  from  .'')  to  2ti  guns. 

Jn  ItiHl  the  I'renidi  iirohibitcd  the 
Itas'iues  from  lishing  in  Newfoundland.  1  do 
not  think  this  order  was  over  really  carried 
out.  I''riiin  the  Knglish  Heeords  it  appears 
very  distinctly  that  the  Hiseayans  fished  with 
til'.'  I''reiich,  and  were  on  the  most  friendly 
terms.  The  Spanish  and  I'"reiicli  Hasipies  were 
alwavs  most  closely  allied. 

In  KiitO,  according  to  the  S])anisli 
Iteeords,  the  Kretieb  iigain  refnseil  to  allow 
them  to  lish  there  any  more,  as  it  was  a 
Ku'iich  colony. 

From  a  resume  of  the  sworn  testimony 
taken  at  St.  Sebastian  in  IC'.IT,  given  in 
Captain  Duro'sbook,  we  have  fuller  information 
on  the  subjeid  of  the  Kreiieh  excluding  the 
Hiseayans  from  Newfinindland. 

The  first  witness  called  was  Ca|itaiii 
Martin  De  .Sapiain.  His  tcstlinony  is  as 
follows  : — 

"  t^iie  en  cl  tieiiipo  de  su  memori.i,  ipie  la 
ticne  de  cuarenta  y  oelio  alios  .a  esta  parte, 
babia  visto  (pie  los  naturales  de  esta  provineia 
ban  ido  a  las  islas  y  costas  de  Terra  Nova  a 
liacer  pesca  de  baeallao  en  cualipiier  pucrto, 
eoiiio  son  Traspas,  Santa  Maria,  Ciinillas 
Phieeiieia,  Petit  Placeneia,  Petit  Paradis, 
Martiris,  Hiiria  Clmniea.  IJuria  Andia,  San 
l.oren/  Chuinea,  Han  Lauren/.  .Vndia,  San 
Pierre,  l-'ortnna,  Mnpude  Portu,  (^hasco  Piutii, 
Senoria,  Opot  Portii,  Tres  Islas,  Portuidioa  y 
Kidiaide  Portii  que  cste  ultimo  lo  deseulirio 
.Iiian  de  Lehaide," 
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lliiviiiff  tliii"  KtnU'il  timt,  within  liin 
iiii'iiKirv  <»r  t'(>il\- iylit  vt'iiis,  lu'  Ims  M'fii 
that  Ilisciiviins  liiiil  ),'inif  to  llic  i-lumls  iiml 
o(iii>ts  ol'  Ni'wrdiiiiilliiiiil  III  tisli  in  iiMV  iMiit, 
Mh'li  MS  till'  I'liliiiwiii^  jus  iiliiivr  ,  iinil  itt 
IM-Iiiiiili'  I'lirlii,  wliirli  WHS  ilisi'iivi'icil  li.v  Jimn 
I'li'liindi',  n  iiiiliM'  of  St.  Siliii>tinii,  SMpiiiiu 
swyn  :  — 

"  !Ii^  kni'w  Kcliiiiilc,  who  ilinl  fiiity  jchim 
aao  [I().')li],  lii'in;;  tlii-n  iif,'litv  M'ius  olil. 
Tliiit  in  noni'  of  llirsr  |pi>il>  li;ul  liii'iv  I'vor 
lictii  liny  cniliiirfji)  or  iniprilinirnt  h\  the 
snliji'ct >  (it  till'  Kill);  111'  Kiiinrr  or  ol'  liny 
iitlii'i'  kin>:ili>iii,  iinil  tli;it,  without  distini'tion 
or  |iii'l'i-ri'iin',  wliorviT  umipiril  first  in  tlii' 
liiiilioiir  hull  till'  iircfiiviH'i',  iiri'iinlin^  to  iiii- 
inciniiriiil  c'li-lnni.  w  lirri'ut'  tlu'  nirinoi'v  of  iiiiin 
riiinirtli  not  to  tln'  contnirv  ;  iinii  in'  hiis  mtii 
this  until  till'  iiri'-ii'iit  yi':ir,  whrn  llii'v  havj 
liri'ii  inlitriipli'il  liv  tin-  I'rt'iicli." 

With  till'  plnilurN  of  >nri'i's-.flll  whlllillir, 
)i-liiii^',  iinil  sriiliii^  in  Ni'wfiiiinillunil,  the 
Sp:inisli  liiisiiiii's  hiiilt  till'  siMli'ly  olil  lionsi's 
whii'li  all'  ihi'  iiiliniiiitiiiM  of  travi'llcrs,  aiiiiil.-t 
till'  iirern  hills  ami  lovriv  valrs  of  Ahua, 
A'israya,  ami  ( iiiipiisi'Dii,  till'  l'airi'>l  M'riirs  in 
.ill  Ndiihiin  Spain. 

.Many  of  ihc  ulil  Iti^i'ayan  I'aiuilirs  liavi'  a 
irlidlr  in  tlii'ir  coats  of  arms,  sliowiiii.'  that  tlir 
fonmit-rs  iiiaih'  tlii'ir  forliiiirs  in  llii'lisliin<r 
anil  wlialiiii;  hiisimss.  t'liini'iits  li.  Mnrk- 
Imiii,  C).H.,  I'Mt.S.,  in  his  p;i|H'r  on  the  Itiisipie 
wliaU)  fishery,  shows  that  the  Hasipies  cap- 
fiireil  the  whale  ( /^//(f /(I/  ///.■>c((i/(7/.'./.v)  from 
time  inimeinorial  in  hnats ;  that  liathii  uml 
the  first  Kii;;lish  w  halinif  vessels  were  in  the 
liahit  of  shippini;  hoals'  eiews  of  Itascpn's  to 
harpoon  the  whales  ;  also  that  the  woril  "  har- 
Iioon  "  is  (leiiveil  t'roiii  the  lfasi|iie  voril 
•'  (irjiiil,"  the  root  heiiiir  '■  <ir,"  to  take 
i|iiiekly  ;  the  liasipiL'  " /idrjioiiitiri"  is  u 
har|iooneer. 

Viseaya  (Itiseay)  anil  Giii[Miseoa  anil 
AInva  luid  free  institutions  long  hefure  Kn^- 
land. 

II.  The  French  Newfoundland  Fishery. 

'I'he  l''ri'ncli  h'.ive  alwa\s  hi'eii  oiir  ^'reat 
rivals  in  the  Xewfonnillanil  fishery,  anil  twiei.' 
they  have  overrun  the  Colony  anil  eoinpletely 
defeated  the  Kiifilish, 

Their  fishermen,  the  Normans  anil 
IJretons,  were  anioni;st  the  first  to  earry  on 
I  he  great  Transatlai  ie  trade  in  Newfonnd- 
land  ;  rarklnirst  said  liese  ilarini;  old  inariiuTS 
had  very  small,  pooriy  lilted  out  vessels,  yet 
they  fished  on  the  hanks  in  the  most  stormy 
month  of  the  year;  Whithoiirne  mentions 
meeting  them  on  his  way  out  in  the  s|iriiig. 

In  I  ."I'J.'i  a  ( 'aptaiii  (  oo  took  ■se\  eral  Freiieh 
luizes,  amongst  them  a  ship  of  Itoueii,  with 
Xewfoniidlaud  fish,  fisher  lioats,  erays,  itc. 
The  I'leiichmeii  seem  to  have  made  a  stnliliorn 
resistance,  for  it  eost  Cl!  IH.v.  to  heal  sixlein 
men  biinit  in  taking  this  Newfoiindland  ship. 

/     p.  :i72U. 


In   I'l'J'.l,  ill   eollsripnili f  rohlnries    hy 

llristol's  fark".  no  lireton  or  i'lirtngnese  ships 
dare  come  to  Milhird.  hut  in  I.V17  we  Iiml  the 
tiihles  turned  and  l''reneli  mid  Spanish  openly 
piniideiing  I'jigli^li  fishiii;?  vessels  and  eiiterinj; 

liiirl s,  iiiiil    as   lute   as  I  .'(.'i.si  we    learn    that 

the  trade  of  llii-tol  was  ihuronghly  crippled 
on  aei'ount  of  great  los>es  from  eiiemics  who 
had  taken  their  best  ships. 

In  1542  there  is  a  letter  from  the  I'l'ivy 
Council  to  the  .Mayor  of  Itristol    to  disihargu 

II  l''ieiii'h  ship  hiden  with  lisli  out  ol  New- 
foiinillanil,  wiiicli  wa-  arrested  tor  certain 
eonsiilrr.itioiis  in  that  port. 

In  I'l.'ll  the  Lil  Ihtrtnlid,  of  "  ScMit 
Uridge  in,"  .lolin  (Jillaye.  mister,  with  fish 
from  NcwhiiMidhind  Is'iiiul,  was  slr.imled  at 
"  Itaniinersgiiii'." 

I''ri'ni'li  lisliing  in  New  fonndlaml  was  so 
tlonrishing  in  I."i40  that  the  iinlhinilies  of 
Si.  Malo  had  to  stay  ships  in  order  to  get 
Tartier  a  crew,  in  l.iH  and  l.'')4'J  no  less 
than  sixty  Krencli  ships  were  lishing  in  New- 
lonnillaiid  (I  iussKl.lN).  In  1  ,')4ri  we  have  the 
report  of  .lohn  {''riiii 'is  of  Koan  (lioneii)  lieing 
spoiled  liy  an  I'.nglish  pirate  of  .New land  fish. 

III  .January  and  i'lliriiaiy  l.'il4  from  Havre, 
Koneii,  Dieppe,  and  llaitleiii'  iihout  two  ships 
left  I'Miy  day  for  rhe  fishery.  In  iri4.")  no 
slii|i  of  I'ranee  left  lor  Canada  for  fear  of  tliu 
IS|iaiiiards. 

liy  the  foreign  iiiti'lligr'ici  from  l''r.ince 
we  leiirn  that  the  Knglish  igcnt  f'o'.niil  lit 
St.  Main  on  the  loth  Ajiril  i.'itiU  tveiity-livo 
ships  waiting  for  a  fair  wind  hir  '.'ewfimnd- 
liind,  and  at  Carcolle  five  ships  reedy  to  start 
with  those  of  St.  .Main. 

From  the  Kecnrds  in  I.Tiil  ve  know  that 
thirty  slii|is  left  for  N'ewland  fi  nr  the  little 
towns  of  .Inmieges,  X'aterville,  iii.''  I. a  IJoiiille, 
and  that  the  tonnage  had  risen  from  seventy  to 
one  hiindred  and  fifty  tons  for  these  ships,  ami 
that  many  of  them  wefe  "  well  appointed  " 
Neither  of  these  stateiiielits  agree  with  I'urk- 
Imrst's  description. 

Elizabeth's  Goverinm'iit  seem  to  have 
heen  always  eager  for  information  about  the 
i''ieneh  Newfoundland  fleet.  On  .\piil  liil 
l.'iljl  'i'hrockmoiton  reported  to  the  (nu'cii  ; — 

"  The  Coiistahle  of  I''raiiee  said  that  he 
knew  no  more  abmit  the  rigging  of  a  ship  than 
about  the  day  of  judgment,  nor  of  army,  men, 
inunitions  or  artillery  for  these  ships;  that 
now  Wiis  the  time  their  men  used  to  prep:irt' 
to  go  to  Newfoundliind  for  fishing,  and  per- 
adventnre  some  would  go  to  Koiiit:  [a  neat  hit 
;it  the  I'rotestaut  WalsinghaiuJ.  That  thev 
made  three  notable  Miyages  in  tlie  year,  in  the 
spring  to  New  fnnndluiid  fishing,  in  .Vii"'nst 
to  the  Hoiirbage,  and  in  Octolier  to  Itdchclle 
and  Hordeiiux  for  wines." 

The  French  fishing  fleet  was  by  far  the 
largest  during  the  early  period  from  l.")04  to 
l.iHO.  Owing  jirobiihly  to  the  wars  and  the 
distracted  state  of  France,  the  French  fishing 
declined  during  the  reign  of  I'^liz  ilHth,and  on 
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till'  ailvcnt  of  .linnet  ti>  tlic  tliioiu",  nut  of  IIM) 
vi'->(l>  ciifinj^i'il  ill  tilt'  tr:iili',  llir  Kiijilisli  liiid 
•'SU  and  liitiT  '_'7l>  ;  ol'  ilic  viiimiiiiii^  l.'iO 
vi'ssuIm  tlii'ix'  wc'iv  iu)t  prolialilv  iikhc  llinii 
70  (If  **(•  Kii'iii'li.  In  1  <'.•).■)  tlic  French  wcii' 
till'  (inly  rivals  of  the  Kii;;l:s!i  in  Nont'oiiiitl- 
liliid  1  their  nunibi'i's  weie  tlii-u  ivekdiied  ut 
10(t  siiil. 

In  tlu'  fiillowiiif;  i'hii|iters  I  .sliiill  rcCei  to 
this  iiii|iiirtiiiit  .siilijcct  nuirt-  nt  li'ii^rth,  in  oider 
to  nIiow  tilt'  greiit  chiuijiu  which  took  ]ilm'c  in 


till'  relative  |i()sitiiiiis  iif  the  {.M'.'iit  crinteiidin;,' 
pinties.  Diiriiif;  till'  nijiii  of  the  Tiid'irs, 
until  the  oe('ii|i:itinii  of  I'laeeiitiii  li.v  the 
I'rcneh,  and  I'Veii  for  a  lew  years  later,  they 
h-lied,  in  eoiniiMHi  \tith  the  l'',ii;ili-h.  all  ahoiit 
the  ei  ast,  iiiit  ehiell\  on  the  noilli  part  ol  the 
Island,  eallel  liy  tluin  "  I'etit  Nord,"  extei.d- 
in^'  tVoin  White  l!:i\  to  (iuirpon,  ami  on  the 
south  and  wi'st  exteiidinj.;  from  (ape  Itiue  to 
t'.ipe  Kay. 
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CUAl'TER  IV. 
jtEiGX  01'  j:  nil  Mil)  /'/. 

I ')47-i5r).i. 

1.")I7.— 'Jiiil   sSt  :inl   Kdwiud  VI.,  Act  "f  I'lirliiimriit   iimii>liiiii.'  otliii'i>uf  ilii'  Atliuiniltv  (or 
tiikiii;;  hiilii's  from  tlit-  ti^licriui!!!  of  NiwfoiiinlliiiKl,  Ic.liiii.l,  Mini  Iivlan.l. 
1,">4'J. — A  pri.'st  iiccompaiiii's  tht-  UiiS(iuc  tit;et  to  New  foiMii!l:iiid. 
i:.JO.— Muj),  H..M. -MSS.,  17,'.>:>H/<,  Hhowiiig  Kiigli>ii  iiithn'iuv. 

HE  ION   or    MAIiV. 

i553-i;)r)8. 

l.-,5;)._Si)!iiii>.li  onliiiiiiiee  thiit  tlii' liasijiie  Ncwfoiiiidliiii(l  tlci't  slioiild  1k'  I'oiivovrd  ;  ordiT 
rev. iked  upon  protest  of  the  iiiLTclii'iits. 

RE  ION   OF  ELIZA  HE  Til. 

i558-i6o3. 

l.'.IU). — Twciitv-tivr  vi-isids  ut  St.  Miilo,  waiting  for  a  fair  wind  for  Ncwfouudhiiid,  anil  five 
iit  ('ai'(;oll('. 

l.'iOl.  Sir  T.  (  li  luilMiIain's  report  on  Hasquc  sliipiiiiifT.  'I'Ih'  ( 'on-iatilf  of  Franee's  repoit 
upon  tlir  iiiuvuiiunt  nf  ImciicIi  ships;  thirty  sliips  f,'o  frcin  Jiiiniffjfs,  Vatcrvillf,  iind  \.x  lioiiiilL' 
to  Newfoundland;  dispnto  about  pavinoiit  of  titliL's  to  tile  cdiureh  of  ISt.  Seba.stiau  by  liasipiu 
NewfoiiudliiiKl  fisiiernieii. 

1")(!J. — Aet  contjiiiin','  and  it  llrd  Kdward  VI. 

l.j(>4. — .■)  KHz.  c.  v.,  Aet  forbiildini:  cod  to  be  imported  in  barrels. 

l,-,(i.-,. —  Hawkins,  on  his  way  from  West  indie-,  stoppiiii;  en  tiie  banks  to  fish.  Fndiisber's 
vov,ij;e  of  (liseovi'ry  for  a  noith-wist  piissajre  ;  names  Fioliisliei's  straits. 

),-,(;«. —  Petition  against  importation  of  dried  fisli  falsely  marked  iis  '•  leid.iiid." 

i:)77. — Mas(pie  fleet  fro/en  np  in  Newfoundland  or  Labr;idor  ;  five  liuudiud  and  forty  men 
)ierislied. 

1.57H. — Anthony  I'arklnirst's  voyai^e  and  deseriplion  of  the  eoiiiifry  ;  fifty  b'li^Hish  vessel;; 
eiieaiied  in  Newfoiiiidlaiid  fishery;  Fraiiee  and  Si.ain,  or.e  linndred  and  fifty  sail  each; 
I'ortiifiUese,  fifty.  Sir  II.  (iilbert's  first  voyajre ;  stayed  a  short  time;  lo.-t  a  ship  and  a  boll 
captain,  Miles  .Morji'iiii ;  defeated  by  Spuniards. 

]57'.l. — Whitboiirne's  first  voyajje  to  Newfoiiiidhind,  in  a  sliiji  of  Master  Cotton's,  in' 
Soiithainptoii ;  loaded  in  Trinity. 

l.")So. —  Demand  of  Denmark  for  payment  of  usual  licence  fees  in  Icclaml.  C'liarte'r-prirty 
for  Nowfoundlaiid  fish  at  lO.v.  pur  lOi),  and  oil  at  KVl,  freight  to  liordeaii.\  at*.v. 

1581. — Only  two  liundred  traders  going  to  Iceland  ;  'li  Kliz.  c.  vii.,  relating  to  the  fishery. 

l")8-_>. — Voyage  of  Sir  Thomas  Ilainiishire  to  Newfoundhind  with  five  sliijis  ;  settled  the 
tenure  of  ships'  rooms. 

].-)8.'{, — Sir  llumphrcy  Gilbert's  last  voyage;  came  to  St.  .hdin's  to  get  supplies;  took 
l)Osscssi(m  of  the  ( '(dony  :  made  several  grants  of  land;  lost  on  passaj^e  home.  First 
important  description  ot  the  country  by  Hayes,  the  caiitiiin  of  the  only  surviving  vessel  of  the 
expedition,  reckhiiiu's  Hrief  Discourse.  (Jver  two  hundred  s;ul  of  Spanish  Pniscpies  fishing, 
whaling,  and  sealing  on  our  coasts  and  Labnidor.  I'etifion  of  Downing  to  import  bauelled 
fish;  further  jietitioii  in  1.586  of  Sir  Win.  Gorges  on  the  same  subject. 

laB.'!. — Sir  Walter  Italeigii's  first  eohinisaticm  iit  lioanoke,  in  Virginia  :  colony  destroyed. 
Sir  Uernard  Drake,  with  a  cdiiimission  i'rtmi  Flizabeth,  seized  several  Siianish  and  Portuguese 
vessels  iu  XewfoundlaiiJ ;  met  Whitbourne  in  St.  .lohii's. 
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I.'.SC).— Iiiili-iitiiio  of  N(  \vf(iiui(lliiii(l  (i.-li  fof  till'  iiniiv  ill  Iroliiiul  iit  2(1.9.  per  100.  Biisqiic 
til  ( t  torliiiMi  11  ti>  !j()  111  Ni".vti)iiiiillaii(l.  DiaUe  ivi)oits  "the  I'liNSiige "  lull  of  JMewfoiiml- 
hiiid  li^li.  '■  nuw  and  vi-rv  goiid."' 

l.''S7. —  Kiiiba  !■.;;■<:  mi  Ila-iiur  llcci  not  w  i:liili:!\vii  this  vt^ar  till  I.'iih  .fuly. 

I.",HS. — S]la;l!^h  lii\  iiicililc  .Vrninihi  <h-f»>.tc(I  hy  the  l-liif  li-h  ;  Kiii;H>h  Now  fmindhiiiil  tk'ct 
>ta\cil  at  home  In  tij;ht  ;  urciit  fleet  ot  .Simiii.sh  llascnus  iiractically  disappear.s  from  New- 
I'l'Uiic'laiid  I'liiiii  tliis  (lal>\ 

l.')^'.). — (  hilv  l(i,lJ()(l  Newfoiiiiilhind  ii^h  on  the  iiiarl(et  in  the  West  of  Kiiplaiiil.  ^rerehaiits 
lit'  the  Wi«t  piohihiicd  iiipiii  tiailiiifr  to  Iiiiltany  (then  in  tlie  hand- 'if  tlie  l,eagiKrs),  and 
oidcivd  til  gii  t(i  Jersey  and  (iiienisey  iuslead. 

l.V.il. —  IVtitioiisof  I*,  de  Ilddy  and  Ilanines  for  festitnfioii  of  sliips  and  fish  eaiitmed  by 
lii'isiol  pii\ateers.  I'elitioii  about  ancient  riuht  of  Enirlish  to  tisii  in  leihiiid,  upon  pa\  iiu'iit 
of  nil  lely  noininal  lieeiiees. 

15'.i-  — 'I'ueiity  Spani-li  sieps-of-war  nil'  Sciily  tiyiiig  to  intercept  the  l-ji^li^ii  Ncwfoniidiand 
tleet. 

l.V.i.i.  —  Itichaid  Stiaiific  inaih'  a  v(>ya;ie  to  ])roseepte  Heal  fishery;  hcad-ipiafters  at  lianiea, 
(iiilf  of  >>t.  Lawrence.  S\  Ivester  Wyet  from  liristol  found  only  eif;ht  .'Spanish  ships  in  a  tleet 
of  liuhtv  :  staliiiu'iit  in  thi'  House  of  C'lunnions  by  l!alii;.di,  on  lUtli  l''ebiiiaiy,  that  the 
Xewfiiundlaud  tlslier\  was  the  sta\  and  suppoit  of  the  West  nf  Kiifiland  ;  there  is  also  ii  letter 
of  lialeiifh's  iif  tlii^  \ear,  stating- Ilia*  ilu  New  foinidlaiid  "  voyajics  "'  were  the  only  ones  iiKiking 
an_\  prnfit. 

-1594, — Captain  l.'ic'c  Jones,  of  liiislol,  made  a  voy:ij;e  to  \e-.\  fdundland,  and  prosecuted 
the  (isher\  at  St.  i'ierre.  (iiienisey  destilule  of  ]irovisioiis  and  Newfoundland  lish.  Newfound- 
laud  fleet  ill  daiif^er  from  tlirie  Spanish  men-of-war;  Halei^h  writes  to  Cecil,  tlnit  all  the 
Ts'ewfciiindlaud  fleet  of  oue  hundred  sail  maybe  taken,  "  tliv  i/rciilcsl  fdhciiili/  iiliic/i  roiild 
Ixjiill  /'in/id ml." 


Ij'.i."). — .Siip])lie>  friuii  Newfoundlanil  fur  ;iriiiy  in  Ireland. 

],-,i)(3_ — Kreiieh  pirate,  Michel  ile  Sauce,  ca|iliire(l  lMi^li>h  vi  ssei  conima'.idcd  by  Itichard 
Clark. 

|.-,ci7 — (  liarlc^  I,ci;:h  and  Abraham  \'on  lleruie,  London  merchaiils,  came  out  to  do 
business  in  Newfoundland.  June  l,"ith  to  L'lth — Sir  Anthiuiy  Shirley  rex  ichnilleii  in  Ncw- 
foiiiidhmd  oil  his  way  to  Kn;:laiid.  liutcli,  Irish,  and  I'"reiieli  sliips  at  I'ImhouiIi  in  Sejiiember, 
waitiim  to  buy  tish  when  the  Ijiijlish  Newfoiinilland  tleet  arrivci'i. 

);iC)S — LiiiS*' '''"'-'"'^  of  Newfoundland  tish  broiif^ht  to  Soutlnif.iploii  and  I'nole  ;  jC'i','i>ter 
part  sold  liy  Ociidicr  to  jxd  to  Spiiir.  by  way  o:  l-'raiice. 

.•< 
•j5iii( Licence  to  Howjran  to  export  t;ii,iiiio  Newfoundland  (isli  from  I'.iij^laniL 

](;(iii. Sir  Waller  I'aleiiib.  (iovjrnor  (f  Jersey,  iiiauMiiralcd  trade  between   the  Island  and 

Xewfoiiiidl:ind  ;  .leisev  a  free  port.  Newfouiiillaud  fish  sellin;:'  in  Ilayonnc  at  14  to  13  roy;ils, 
'•  accordiiif.'  to  j;oodiies«.." 

jOiil. Siianish  vessels  allciniitina'  to  intercept  the  N'cm  foniidland  fleet. 

](',(|.j. Spanish    Newfoundhi'id   f'eet  reported  to  he  kept  hack    to  take  troops  to  Ireland  ; 

seven  ISascpie  vessel-,  go  to  Newfoundland  for  wbaliim-,  and  many  more  for  fishiiii;  from 
«t.  .lean  de  Lnz.     Cosnold's  voMij;e  to  New  i:nj;laiid. 

l(;,,:j Attack  on   an   F.ii^lish   ship  in    New  ('(Uindland   by  seven    Freiieii   vessels;  dama;;i' 

C'J4!'. 


Dtiiiiii;'  t'lc  rt''oiis  iiL'  Edward  \\.  and  M;ii'y  times  (if  nrcat  ivlii^ious 
and  iMil't  ical  oM'itfiiK'iit  fninuu'icc  ai'd  inai'itiiiic  iid\  riitiiic  Ijilioiiislii'tl. 
Tlici-f  was.  liowcMT,  ;ili'c;idy  a  cdiisidi  raMc  llra/.il  fradi-,  .aiKl  iinicli 
(•oiiiiiHi'ci'  to  till'   L('\ant   and    Spaiiisli  Aiin'iica.      Sii'.lclni  1  liiwkiiis  in 
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From  nn  mni-nrinq  nifnr  the 
NewcDinc  jiicfiire. 


l.'(J2  Ueiiun  the  traffic  in  ncii'rocs  liftwccii  Africa  and  Suutli  Anu'vica — 
•'  the  cianinndidus  and  i^ainl'ul  vdyai;-.'  to   tlie  Brazils,"  as  Hfikluyt  calls 

tills  ininunaii  trade.  Up  to  the  cud  ol' 
Mary's  reij^ii  tiic  trade  to  Spaiiisli  x\inciMca 
w.'.s  partly  open  (n  tin-  KiioJish  ;  in  lirr 
time  trade  lierwcen  Eno'land  and  Russia 
also  eoiuiuei\ced.  There  aiv.  h(i\V(\cr,  no 
recopded  voya<^'es  to  this  ('ninny.  The 
Xewt'ouudland  tish  trade  had  for  some 
time  Ki'en  a  settled  business.  Not  only  a 
laru'"'  tidiery.  Imt  a  laro'c  trade  was  cairied 
nil  m  Newtnundland,  as  shown  hy  the 
]ire.sence  of  merehant  shijis,  like  Mr.  (iruhe's 
two  vessels,  noticed  in  the  last  chajiter. 
The  most  important  information  ahout  tlie 
island  in  this  reio'n  i'~  contained  in  the 
follonving  Act  of  Ktiward  \"I.,  provin^f 
conchisively  the  niaonitnde  and  i-niitinuity 
oi'  the  English  fishery  transactions  and  tiade  to  the  new  land 

"  -Iwl  &  :Jr(l  Ed.,  Cap.  Vi.,  A.D.  loi«. 

"  ^Lt  Art  ,.ij,iiii<i  iliii  E,viidii)'j  of  Mo  lie  !i  o'-  other  Thing  hij  niiij  ( ij)}  for  for  Liccnac  to 

truffick  into  Ireland,  ^c 

"  FORASMl'l'lI  as  witi"  u  these  few  Years  now  last,  past  thoro  hath  liecii 
levied,  perceived  and  taken  l)y  oertain  of  the  offi(;er.s  of  the  Ailiwiralty.  ot  such 
Mefcha,nt.s  and  Fishermen  as  have  used  ami  practised  the  Adventiures  and 
Jiiuiney'^  iui"  ItS'lmid.  X' mfoJiiHllanil,  Ireland,  and  other  I'la'os  commodious 
for  I'isliiiig  and  the  !?t«tiiig  of  Fish,  in  or  upon  the  Seus  or  otherwise,  by  way 
of  Merchandise  in  those  parts,  divers  great  Exactions,  as  iSums  of  Money,  Doles, 
or  S-hares  of  Fist-  and  Siieli  other  like  'i'hinL,'s,  to  the  great  DiHcouragemcnt  and 
Hindrance  of  th.  same  ^[(M'eliiats  and  i'"ishcrraen.  and  to  no  liiile  tlamas^e  U>  the 
whole  ('■<iiinioinveal  And  whereof  also  great  Compiaiiits  have  been  made  and 
Inf'oi'maii  ns  also  yi-arly  to  the  KiiiL;'H  Majesty's  most  lEoiioiiralile  Coiiin'il: 
For  Hcfor.nation  whereof,  and  to  the  Intent  also  that  the  .said  iNFen  i; mt.s  and 
Fishermen  may  have  Occasion  the  rather  to  practise  and  nse  the  same  Trade 
of  Meiclianoise  and  FiBhing  iVouly  without  any  .such  Charges  or  Kxactions  as 
is  bcfon-  liiiiM'tl,  where  -y  it  is  to  be  thought  that  more  plenty  of  Fish  shall 
come  into  this  Keafm,  atwi  thereby  to  have  the  same  at  more  reasonable  prices  : 

"  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King  our  Sovereign  Lord,  and  the  Lords 
and  Commons  in  this  preuent  Parliament  asscni))led,  and  by  tho  Antiioi'ity  of  the 
same,  that  neithe.i-  they,  nor  any  OHicer  or  Minister,  Ollieers  or  Ministers  o  .in 
.Vdmiralty  for  the  Time  being,  shall  in  any  wise  hereafter  e.xact,  receive  or  take 
b\  liiinse^''.  his  Servant,  Deputy.  Servants  or  Deputies,  of  any  such  Merchant  or 
Fishcriiui'  any  Sum  or  Sums  of  .Moiu'y,  Doles  or  Shares  of  Fisli,  ov  anv  otli  r 
Heuard.  l'-  letit,  or  Advantage  whatso,>ver  it  hi',  for  any  Licence  to  pass  this 
uealin  to  ^'  said  Voyages  or  any  of  them,  nor  n|)on  any  Re.^pect  conecrniii' 
the  said  Voyages  or  any  of  them :  upon  Fain  to  forfeit  for  the  first  Olfem;;! 
trel)le  thi^  Sum,  or  trelile  the  N'ahie  of  the  Reward,  Heiietit,  or  Aihautaye  that 
any  .'^uch  OtH'cr  or  Minister  shall   hcrcaf'er  liave  to  lake    ui'  any  such  ^Merchant 
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or  l''islifrman  ;  for  tlio  \\iiicli  Fc.i'.'v  I'lro  tlu'  Pa-rty  ^i-u'vcil,  ami  ovcr\  ntlu  r 
I'erson  or  Persons.  \vhatsoov(  r  he  or  tlioj' be,  "hnU  and  may  sue  I'or  the  same  liy 
Jnf'urmation.  Bill,  i'laint  or  Artion  of  Deiit,  in  any  of  tlie  King's  ('onrls  oi'  Hceord, 
t'lc  Kir.LT  to  have  the  one  Moiety,  and  tln'  Party  complainins^  rln  otln'v  l\roiet.y :  In 
uhiidi  <nir  no  J^ssi'in.  Protrction  m-  U'aurtT  of  Law  shall  be  allowi'd  :  And  for  tliu 
SL'Cond  OtVence  the  Parly  ,-o  ollonding  noi  only  to  )o>i!  or  forffit  his  or  ih.'ir  (JItice 
or  <_)l!i.;o<  in  the  Admiralty,  Ijuc  also  to  make  fine  and  Kaueiom  at  the  King'^  Will 
n!id  I'leasurc." 

hui'iii.;-  til''  w  liolo 'ruilor  I'crio  I  up  to  the  oarliin-  ycfir.s  of  Klizalit'tli's 
i'('i;j,ii,  KiiL;'liUi(l  as  an  ally  ol'  Spain,  iiiadc  !io  rlli'ctUiil  i)])])ositi(iii  tn  Iht 
e.\clusi\r  (loiiiiiii'ii  in  AiMcrica.  IJiidci  a  .spiriti'd  sovet'oio'ii,  lioweviT. 
like  Klizalictli.  iMii^li-limon  could  no  louocr  cmluiv  the  oallino'  yoko 
and  jcaluus  cxciusiNcn's.s  of  tho  Spaniards  in  Soiitli  Ainnici.  Jn 
Xcw  I'outKliand  the  |)cvun  tislicnucn  loavnt  liow  to  nicasuit'  ilicii' 
strcn;;tli  with  thcni,  to  coniiuci'  and  to  rule  thi'  I'liscay.m  and  tlir 
l-)a,s(pii'.  S'unn  the  En^li-h.  t'ollowino-  tin'  cxanijth'  ol'  the  liardy  >ram(Mi 
oi'  Hi-ittaiiy.  licoan  to  inlcst  thi'  S]);inisli  West  Jndics,  Thi'  snniL;i;lin,L;' 
piratical  tia(h'  ln'o-un  hy  th"  Fi'onch  was  I'ollowod  up  hy  Drake, 
Hawkins,  ami  counthss  othci-  daring  West  ("ountiy  adxcnlurers. 
Knuii-  ,  histiirians  do  not  .icknowIedoi>  the  fact,  hut  it  is  (|niti'  clear 
that  tih'  tii'st  Ic-.soii  in  tuniin'.;'  the  Spaniaid  was  h'arnt  lo'  the 
coura;^'  iius   1  tr\  ■  .nsliin^  tishenncn   iii    Xewh)tindland. 

■■  Tlh  spac''i>  d-'ys  oi'  (il'eit  l'"l', '.ahetll  "  form  the  Ul'ist  liiiin.int 
neriod  of  En-n-^h  hi-titrs'.  'i'o  this  oMldi.u  ;io',.  u.^'  l-hmd  stor\-  i.s 
unit-^d  t-r  inipt  rishiddc  liands  linked  for  e\'er  with  (he  lumioitals 
\\h((  h.i\e  niidr  tlu'  Kli/.al'.-tlian  a'^e  the  wondri'  and  the  nho'y  of 
ad  time.  'Idle  nuvsin;^  mother  <if  oui'  infant  I'olony  was  the  Divine 
(iloiiana.        Tl..'    _i-    r     llacon    ^^  as    not    only  a    shareholdi-r    in    (hiys 

plantation,  hut  with  his  ]i()werfnJ  intluencc  he 
strono'ly  advocated  in  a  p.^'uphlet  ;he  poliev 
of  settleiiieiit  ;  he  sjieaics  of  'flic  ( Johl  Mines 
of  the  Newroundl.md  Kishcry  of  wdiich  there 
•  is  noni'  so  rich."  Sijcii.ser-  Hrt'lci^li  s  greatest 
friend — was  united  with  him  in  ids  colonisation 
.s(  licuies,  and  it  needs  no  sti'ctch  of  the  ini.i;;'ina- 
ti'iu  to  picture  to  onrs(dves  the  greatest  English 
man  of  action  explorer,  warvioi',  statesman, 
ahiive  all  ])oi't  - cxpoundinL;'  with  Lilowiii"' 
clo(|Uence  to  Siiak(  s])eare  his  vast  scheUMs  of 
the  Plantation  in  the  Xewd'(nindlands  and  the 
hiuldiiii;'   n\)  of  a  oreater  Enolauil  hey(jnd  the 

.StVis. 

Iri  this  aL;t'  of    l"di/ah'th  we   seem  to   hreathe   a    freer  and    a    nohler 
air.      'i'lie  ch.nns  of  i'eudalisin  \\;i\v   hccu   cast   off  I'oi'  cNcr.      ('oniOMred 
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witli  former  reiojtis,  Shaki'sj)eare's  time  seems  straiioely  ii  oilem.  Tlie 
plavs  that  •lpliLj;h*'il  tlie  stiltjocts  of  tin?  virgin  tjiieeu  still  oharm  tlie 
?.ti1>j«Tts  (tf  Mcteria.  Cecil,  Prime  Minister  of  Elizalieth,  has  a  (lire(^t 
ii«nl  still  more  iiliistrious  de-cendant  in  Jnrd  Salisbury,  Piinie  Minister 
of  our  (n-vii  iinie.  No  iith"r  ( lovernnieiit  in  Euro[)e  ean  show  sneh 
stiihiiity  and  centiiniity  as  this.  And  then  the  great  nueeii  lu  rself 
is  strangely  fanii'iar  to  us,  ever  in  puhlic,  graceful,  itiajestie;  ready 
t(i  make  a  sjieeeh  en  ail  ocoasions.  The  Hei'ce  liglit  that  lu-ats  upon  a 
throne  ha-*  Wrought  out  all  her  follies  and  frivolities.  Granted  that 
lier  spoeeh  and  manner  would  not  suit  our  modern  sensibilities,  still 
she  will  evei-  remain  a  great  personality,  the  most  picturesipie  figure  in 
English  history  "  the  Pilot  that  weathered  the  storm" — the  great 
.sovei'eign  that  ever  sought  the  public  Aveal — "  that  wrought  her  people 
histiiig  good." 

()urown  liistmy  in  this  ago  also  ojiens  up  more  clearly.  We  are 
no  longer  gi'o|'ing  in  the  dark,  with  oliseuri;  I'eeords  iind  contradictor}' 
te-timony.  From  the  illustrious  writeis  of  the  period  we  are  able  now 
to  give  "  the  very  age  and  body  of  the  time  his  form  and  jiressure." 

In  the  lirst  years  of  her  leign  Raleigh  V'jis  a  boy,  and  neither 
Elizabeth  nor  lu-i'  eoiu'ciliia-s  had  any  thought  (jf  American  colonisation; 
sh(/  was,  however,  most  favourab'e  to  voyages  fif  di.seovery.  She  gave 
s'il»st;iiitial  aid  to  the  dariiio'  Frobisher  in  his  arctic  voyao-u  to  disc(jver 
a  north-west,  passage  to  India.' 

She  was  her  fathm's  daughter,  anil  her  masculine  mind  thoroughly 
realised  that  England  should  be  mistre.ss  of  the  .seas.  To  this  end  she 
encouraged  the  Hsheries  as  the  true  fotnidatioii  on  which  naval  supremacv 
nnist  rest.  One  of  her  first  acts  (f5()2)  was  to  confirm  tlie  law  of 
Edward  Vr.  jirotecting  the  Newfoundland  tishernicn  from  the  jilundering 
officials  of  the  Admiraltv.  She  further  encoiirnired  thjir  business  liv 
passing  a  law  to  compel  everyone  to  i.'at  fish  on  Wedm.'.sdays  and 
Satiu'days  : — ■ 

ACT  :.  ELtZABETIT,  c.  V. 

"  Toiii'hiiig  ci'ff'i'iii  iKilili'fh  coiisfitiUions/'jr  tJn'  nuiintinnnice  nf  tin'  Xary.'' 

Sec.  XrV.  sets  out:  •'.\nd  for  "^he  iiicreii.so  of  the  jirovisimi.s  of  fish  bv  the 
more  usual  and  comninu  catiiiL;  tin  feof  Beit  further  enacted,  hy  the  iiutlioiiiv 
aforesaid,  that  from  ihe  Feast  of  Saint  -Micliacd  the  Archangel  l.'itil-,  every 
AVediicMlay  in  every  wmIv  throii'.flioi  r   th  ■  «h  ilo   year  which  hcrotofon!  hath    ndt 

'   'i'lh'   iuea    "t   :i   iiDith-Hi'st    iia>is:i;:e    to  iK^'Vcr  real'sed   tlie   iiiiilieiise   /nu'lieni   exteii- 

Iiiiliii  lliniii-rli  siiiiie  str:iit   north  of    Liilniidoi-  sion   ol'   Aincricii.      Tlioiigli    tdc    wliole   Ihrcc 

«;is  not  MiiiiatiirjI.     'I'lie  Kliznlielliim  seiiiiuii  voyages    of    Fioliislier    are    n.ost    t'antnslie 

aiLniiMl.  if  iIktc  whs  n   |»assil;i;e   soiitli,  wliieli  theie  eiiii    lie    no  (jiiestioii  iilioiit    liis   daiiie'. 

.Ma;.'ellaii  lial  foaiid,  tiiere  must  also  lie  one  Froliislier  Straits    is   a    |ierpetiial    r.uiuument 

ill    a    eornsjioiidiiig    )"i-ilioii     mirlli.       fluy  to  li     iiieiiioi-v. 
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by  the  laws  or  cn.-itonia  nf  tho  roalinc  Ix'Cii  used  and  observed  as  a  fish  daj'  s^lial] 
bo  horeni'ttr  obsei'Ved  and  kept  as  Satnrdiivs  in  eveiy  week  be  of  ought  to  bo  upon 
|)nin  th:it  ovoiy  |)erson  ofTeiiding  herein  shall  fovleit  tlirco  iiounds  for  every  time 
he  or  they  siiall  olTeiid  or  else  sull'er  three  months'  ch)se  imprisonment  without 
bail  or  mainprise. 

Sec.  X.XXIX.  :  "And  because  no  manner  of  person  shall  misjudge  of  the  intent 
of  this  cstatute  limiting  oidera  to  eat  ii^h  and  to  forbear  eating  of  tlesh  but  that 
the  same  is  purposely  intended  and  meant  |)olitickly  for  the  increase  of  fishermen 
and  mariners  and  rejiaiiing  of  ports  towns  and  navigation  and  not  for  any 
superstition  to  be  n  aintaineil  in  the  choice  of  meats. 

Sec.  XL.  :  "  lie  it  enacted,  that  whosoever  shall,  by  preaching,  teaching, 
writing  or  open  speech  notify  that  any  eating  of  lish  or  forbearing  of  tiesli 
mentioned  in  this  estatuto  is  of  any  necessity  for  saving  the  .soul  of  man  or 
that  it  is  ihe  service  of  God,  otherwise  than  as  othei'  jiolitick  laws  are  and  be, 
that  then  such  ]iers(in  shall  bo  punished  as  the  spreadcT's  of  false  news  are  and 
ought  to  be. 

Tlu'sc  old  Acts  an-  imt  only  ((Uaint  ami  full  '•'"  ii  certain  dry 
liniiKUir,  they  contain  also  tlic  very  pith  ami  niaiTow  of  Enylisli 
liistorv. 

This  politic  ami  ingenious  device  to  create  a  Protestant  Lent,  and 
coinjiel  Engli-hiuen  to  eat  lish  for  a  luindreil  days  in  the  year,  was  a 
dismal  failure.  The  proud  stoniaclis  of  our  aiu-estors  have  always 
resented  interference  with  their  lieef  and  beer  ;  like  Falstatt',  they  would 
not  feast  or  fast  upon  coiupulsion.  Fishnionj^ers  petitioned  HerxMajesty 
that  the  tish  da\s  were  not  oliserve<l:  and  so,  after  eio'hteen  years' 
struo'o'le,  like  a  wise  sovereign,  she  1po\ve<l  before  the  ine\  liable  ;  iier 
h'galised  fast   was  left  to  die  out. 

By  23  Eliz.  Cap.  VTI.  (158]),  a  most  drastic  measure,  liowover,  was 
soon  passed  proliibitino-  the  inijiortation  of  foreign -caught  fish  liy  Eng- 
lishmen, and  initposiiig  a  dutv  on  all  b  :x'ion  tish.     Sec.  VI.  enacte<l: — 

"Provided  always  that  this  Act  or  anything  tlievoiii  contained  shidl 
not  extend  or  be  jirejudicial  to  any  ]ii'(ividing  oi'  bringing  of  hsh  in  or 
out  of  the  conntry  of  Iceland,  Shetland  or  Newlbundlaiul  or  any  ])ai-ts  or  seas 
thereto  adjoining  or  on  tiie  Scottish  Seas,  nor  to  any  iisli  that  siiall  ))e  killed 
taken  and  salted  l)y  the  Queen's  Natural  Subjects,  anything  in  this  Act  t:)  tho 
contiary  notwithstanding.'' 

Newfoundland,  as  in  former  statutes,  is  specially  menti(an-il. 


During  this  remarkable  reign  English  connnerce  increase(l  by  leaps 
and  bounds.  Devoiishiiv,  lio\ve\er,  still  remained  preeminent  as  the 
g'reat  centre  of  maviiiiue  enter]irls( — as  the  Iceland  and  Irish  tish  trades 
declined  the  Newbiundland  enterprise  increased.  'I'iu'  records  show  us 
clearly  that  tin'  old  mariners  from  l)artnn»utli  ami  fJidebird,  and  a 
score  tnore  of  little  West  Cotnitry  coast  towns,  knew  every  port  and 
place  and    headland   in    Newfoundland  ;   C'a]ie   Hace,   Cape  St.   Fr.uicis, 
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mill  13iicc!ilien  wcro  as  familiar  to   Devon   .sailors  as   Jieny  Head  and 
tlie  Land's  End. 


MAnriNi:/'  mat,  i."sii.> 

B.^^.  3rss.;rr,iri. 


Loni^  before  Gilbert's  famous  adventure,  the  trip  to  our  Islani  i  was 
an  everyday  voyaf,^o,  and  no  ]i)n<;er  an  expedition  of  (HscoverT.  All 
ai-omid  tlm  coast  of  Newfoundland,  the  Gulf,  and  Cape  BretoB,  d*n^'n  t<> 
the  State  of  Maine,  English  and  forei^-n  fishermen  fisheti  iind  exiplorcd. 
It  is  expressly  stated  l>y  Haye*,  the  survivor  of  (Jilherts  miserable, 
ill-fated  expedition,  that  they  went  by  way  of  our  Island  to  }fet  a  supply 
of  victuals,  and  not  on  a  voyaye  of  discoveiy,  or  to  take  pi^sisession  oi' 
the  Island.  Sir  Anthony  Shirley  re-victualled  in  Newfoundland  <vn  Im 
way  to  En^'lan<l  in  l.")!)7,  and  Raleigh's  fieet  calleil  there  1*1  kis  last 
voya<;'e  from  Guiana  foi'  the  same  purpose.      Hayes  says: — 

"  The  last  pliico  of  our  asscmlily  bcfoTc  we  left  the  cuast  of  Enclniul  was  in 
Cinvsiuul  Bay,  in'iir  unto  iymouth,  tlirii  resf)ivod  to  ])iit  unto  the  PiNt  with  Bhippiiit? 
and  provision,  snrh  as  wo  had.  brt'oro  our  stirr  yet  i-oniiiiniiij;.  l)ui  chiefly  the  tira:> 
an<l  scas'in  of  the  year,  ■wore  too  far  spent.  Ncvcrtheloss  ir  seemed  first  vrrv 
doubti'nlhy  wlnit  way  to  shape  onr  cour.sc  and  to  b(\t!;in  our  intended  dit^eovej-v, 
either  iVom  the  South  northward,  or  from  the  North  southward.  The  tirnt— Phat 
JH  he^innini;  Soutli— without  all  coin ro\er.-'y  was  the  likeliest,  wher.-in  we  were 
assured   to   have   conunodity  of  the  current   [the   (iulf  Stream]  which  fnnaa  thu 

'  This  niH]!  is  of  Spanish-Italian    orisr'in,  map  irivcn  in   Misiiop  Hi-.w  l.-y's    ErrlinuiMiti-ul 

and  represents,  pi-dliaUly,  the  ideas  of  Cartier's  l/i\tt'  >/.        Newloundland    is    split    up    iAHto 

I'Xpiorations  in  the  (iultdf  St.  Lawrence  car-  islitn.hs. 
reut  ill   Spain  and  Italy;  it  is  similar  to  the 
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nEiaX  OF  KLIZAIiETII. 


Capo  of  Fldvidii  s  'tr'Hi   nortlnvMrd,  mid  would  liavu  fiirtlicrcd   Lrvi'aHy  our  iia\  i- 

^alioii,  di<r()\ critm-  ft- .111  th.' at'uri'Mud  ('a|)c  iiloni.':  towiiids  ('ii|i('  lirdoii. 

Thc'sii  and  dtlicr  lik  ■  i'(msi  in  :ill('Lr''d  in  i'avdiii'  dt'  t.ln'  Houihcrn  c  .iirsi'  lirsi  In  1m' 
taken,  tn  llii'  {'oiitr.iry  was  iiilVrri  d  ihat  fur  as  nivicli  as  Ixilh  oiii'  \  ictiials  and  many 
otliiT  iu.'(,'(ll'til  pivi\isioiis  wore  diiiunislird  and  Icit  insnllicii'nl  for  so  Iomlt  a,  ynywjr 
aiidilii'    wiiit'iinLC  nf  so   many  iin'M,  we   ;>MLrhl    lo   shape   a   ('()mH!!    most  likidy  tn 

iiiinisti'V  sii|  ply  :  and  that  was  lo  take  the  Now  ro\ini!lii:id  in  nur  way wlrpic 

beiuif  usnally  at  tlnit  time  of  tlie  year  until  tlio  line  of  Aiv^'iist  a  iiuiliitndc  ol' 
ships  ropairini,'  thitiier  lor  fisli,  wo  should  he  rulimi-d  idmndanlly  with  iiMiiy 
iU'Ci'Ssari;'S." 

1  tliiiik  I  liavo  Conclusively  pi'tivt^d  tlie  Cdntiniions  >l()tiiiiiioii  iiiid 
pdssi'ssioii  (d'tli;>  rii^Hisli  in  NcwIoiindlaiKi.  It  appciifs  (inite  (d(.^ai'  tlia^, 
tiikin^  oih'  year  with  aiiotlun'.  twenty  years  ]i(d'(»i'e  riilliei't's  voyaoe,  at 
least  til'ty  Knoiisli  vessels  (,'ni,oto'ed  in  the  'i'l-aiisatlantic  fishery  :  as  thes" 
old  slii|i^  earried  ahiait  ti  man  to  a  ton,  tlii'V  woiiM  ^ive  I'l'Mni  tw: 
thousand  live  hundred  to  three  thousand  n;eii  en!j,ao-ed  in  this  linsiiiess. 
Hut  hcsides  the  actual  Hshini;'  vessels,  there  were  also  nierciiant  shijis 
fr(*in  Lundon,  South.anijiton,  and  other  ))orts  eiii(fi^'e(l  in  the  trade  trs 
t*r(d<^hters.  The  little  tishin^  vessels,  after  n  ;fo"d  voyai^'e,  (Miuld  not 
carry  all  their  (ish  to  iiiarket,  so  these  I'li'i^hters,  known  in  tlie  tra''(' 
as  "  satdv  ships,"  traded  and  earrieil  ;  [nvdiaMy  the  name  was  derived 
i'rom  sack  (slieiay  ,  lieeause  these  vessi^ls  (d'teii  la'ooolit  salt  and  a  sn|)|ily 
of  t  e,  <^  Hid  wines  of  Xeres  to  Dexonshire  and  Newloundkand.  'I'hat 
St.  .I(dm's  was  a  oi^at  iilaee  for  tradi — a  tiicat  mait — is  shown  hv  the 
Irish  (iovci  iinieiit  sendini;'  out  twn  sjiips  to  ;^'et  fi-h  iind  nf/n-r  sii/>pliis  in 
15!)5.' 

It  will  thus  he  clearly  sei  n  that  the    |irevailinL;'    idea    .ihout  (Jill crt  s 

cxjieditioii    heini^'   a    voyaoe    of  discovt'iy   to    Xewfounilland   is  entirely 

eironeius;   he   eame   to   St.    dohn's    h(.eause    it    was    a  w<'lhknown    poit, 

where  his  |)oiir,  half-starved  company  would  he  sure  of  an  am|il(!  supply 

>{'  food  and  nece       ries. 

l)ur;n^'  iienly  all  the  Tudor  I'erioil,  l'?n^land  was  a  elosi'  ally  of 
SpHr'tt,  ami  the  Kii^li-»T'i  ti^iiine-  ships  had.  th,-  imii  of  all  the  Spanish  and 
It^dll'tn  ports.  TVii'  I'ennisula,  has  always  heen  our  iit'eitest  customer. 
\t  K\\[i'  lllije  SjKiin  coasunied  halt"  a  million  <|iiinials  of  Xewfoiiiidland 
fis**  :  latrriii  Elizat'wth'n  reiu'ii,  when  she  was  at  war,  l)e\onshii'e  hecanie 
tl*ii-  j;i'M»t  <l«-p<'t  fe|-  drit'l  cod,  and  Dutch  and  sometimes  JMi^lish 
>4hips  frci^^lited  it  to  Fi-atiee.  ai>' )  thence  to  the  .Meditei'ranean.  In  the 
*\ppendix  Hill  he  jouinl  ii  charter-])jirty  for  freie'htine'  a  eai'i;'o  of  fish 
from  Chest'  ••  to  rraiiee.  and  a  licence  to  expoit  (ish  in   j.")!)!*.'- 

'   III    rill"     /r»«4    Shili-     I'liptr.i   Sir    <i.  to   loiich    at    I'dolc    nr    some   (itlicr    pfirf    (it 

Fcrif'iii   »rir.  •!  in  l.'('j;j  to  Hurylit.v,  that  "he  die   West    ('(aintiy,   In-   iioprs  tlioy    will    unt 

1ms  sent  iMit  ajiJiili  two  *laiM  I"  Xi-wt'i.nii(ll:iiiil  t».-  drliiiiHil     liy     sdmh;    pern  i.iI     ii'straiiit     (it 

for  fi-xh   and  (KftiuM'  |ir'»vin:«»Wf  f*!*   the  atrniy  ei  ♦hipiiiiiuf." 

lu'linid.  aii'l  rii*- pfopU' ;  aiiH  rite  sliip- liidii^  -   1'.  Kl. 
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WIXTEU  CHEWS.  r>'.) 

We  onunot  fix  tin*  precise  year  in  wliieli  fH'ttloiiicr.t  coimiicnccil  ii\ 
N('\\  rouudljiiKl  ;  Sul>iii(!  Htfitu«  tliMt  in  l.")22  thrrc  wnc  Forty  or  tiity 
lio'.ises  ill  Xi'wCouiKll.'ind  ;  Imt.  IVoiu  .;c;itt('ic<l  iiii'onnation  coiituiiifd  in 
tlio  records,  ;iiid  luin-utives  of  voyiii,'e.s,  it  is  clear  that,  I'roiii  a  very  enrly 
I'erioil,  a  I'cw  cr.'Ws  were  left  liehind  every  winter  to  cut  tinilier  I'or 
Itiiilding  cook-iMoiHs,  st;i{^es,  train  vats,  wharves,  and  for  the  conHtrnct'on 
ol  liO'itK.  Miiyes  speaks  of  the  weather  ohserved  in  1  )eceniber,  and  ol' 
the  lioats  luiilt  in  Xewfoinidland. 

No  donlit  it  was  a,  darini;'  experiment  for  the  first  Devon  crew  that 
put  up  their  winUr  house  and  did  their  Iniiiliei'iii;^  and  sportinfi'  in  the 
lonely  isle  :  hut  there  were  no  dreadiMl  savaws  on  the  eastern  coast 
lii'tween  Cape  i?t.  Francis  and  Cape  Race. 


I, '  ^^^'^^^gfr^f^ 


siKioTiNii  wiinv:  iii:aiis. 
From  l)e  Vtir's  Jf\(iriu-hli;/li( ,  i6or,. 


After  the  lirst  successful  venture,  regular  crews  would  lie  fitted  out, 
with  their  master  carpenters  and  blacksmiths  and  boat  Iniilders.  Came 
was  so  prodigiously  abundant,  good  timber  close  at  hand  and  plentiliil, 
that  there  never  wonld  be  want'ng  volunteers  for  this  work.  Whit- 
bourne  gives  us  ([uite  a  homiiy  on  the  necessity  of  winter  crews  ;  and  it 
is  (jlivious  tjnnyone  ae  [uainted  with  our  shoi"  fishery  that  it  could  not 
be  carrlcil  on  to  any  extent  successfully  without  winter  men.  It,  is  no 
argument  that  history  doe3  not  inform  us  about  the^e  first  residents; 
their  presence  here  would  not  be  mentioned.  No  lists  were  kept  of 
fishing  vessels  or  their  crews — at  any  rate  from  Devonshire — all  thi'ough 
th(?  Tudor  I'eiiod  ;  and  no  notice  would  be  taken  of  the  doings  of  those 
obscure  fidiermen  in  the  far-off  land. 


(iO 


HHHiN  OF  VAAZXm/VU. 


Till'  carlii'st  iiurr.itivc  in  tin-  ri'ij;'ii  of  Kli/alirtli  iilndit  the  iiiicifiit 
<'i>lniiy  is  CDiitjiiiicil  ill  a  letter  From  Anthony  I'ai'klnirst,  a  iiicrehant  of 
i!ri>tol,  to  llaklmt,  (luted  Novemlier  |:Uli,  loT^".      lie  says:  — 


Uv 


1  iiiiiili'  T'liir  v(»yiit;i'8  Id  .New  roaiiilliiii(l,  iunl  liiid  Hciifclinl  Ihc  linrlniiiriJ, 


frc(>ks.  and   liiiids,  ni'irc  than  iitiy  otlicr  Eiiirli.-jhiiiiiii.     'Tliat   ilicie  wi'i^  o;i.n('rally 
lUDi'o  than   !••(»  sail  of  Spaniards  takinti  <'()d.  and   IVoin   li"  to  li  i   killitm- wluilcs  ; 


Ti'i  Hail  ol'  Portniini's- 
I'iimlisli  only  Ti  •  sail 
the  harhonrn  in 


I'lii  sail   of  French  and  IJiotoiiH,  mostly  very  sniiill;  lait  nl" 
.VcNcrtholi'ss     he  addS'    thn  V.nqlinh  (in'  (•iimiiiiinJii  hmJit  nf 


irlirfi'  thi'ii  jUh.  and  nnf  nil  Htvaii'i'VA  lirlp  iii  y/sA///;/,  il'  need  roiinire, 
accoriliini  til  an.  uhl  cuatom  of  the  roiiiitrii ;  which  ihiiiLr  they  dd  williiiLily.  sn  liint 
yon  take  iiothinLT  t'roiii  them  more  tlianalmat  or  t  w)  of  salt,  in  respect  (jf  ynui' 
prot.'Clion  of  ihi'iii  a'j:aiiist  rovers  or  other  violent  intrnih'rs,  who  do  ol'teii  j)Ut  them 


ffMni 


harli 


Kll.I.l\li   WAI.III  S. 

Fru'ii  III   I'ler'.v  Wm  rafhUili. ,  iC'i-,, 

The  avroiaiK'i-   of  the  old  We-^t  Coiuiti'V  hiiceancer  is  ainiisii 


1"' 


tl 


le 


cool  way  ill  wliicli  lie  speaks  aliout  phuiderino-  the  inoti'eiisive  tbreion 
ti>liei'iiien :  evidently  the  l:'ortu;;'iiese  had  lietter  ships  and  sti'onyer 
erews,  For  the  liold  Antonic  abuses  them  as  "  Vih;  Poriine;als,  descendin<,' 
oF  the  Jews  and  Judas  kind."  AFter  eniimeratino;  the  vai'iotis  kind  oF 
tish  in  NevvFoundland,  he  says:  "The  mussels  all  contain  jieirls:  that 
"  he  had  heard  oF  a  Poituyal  that  Found  one  worth  :iU()  ducats." — •'  That 
"  in  lialF  a  day  ho  could  take  as  nniny  lobsters  as  would  find  'M){)  men 
"  with  a  day's  meat."  OF  llie  trees,  he  says  :  "  The  ti'ees  is  most  tir, 
"  yet  plenty  ot  pine-ii]iple  trees;  Few  oF  those  two  kinds  meet  ti;  mast  a 
"  ship  of  three  score  and  ten  tons." 

The  important  expeditioji  oF  Sii-  Thomas  Hampshire  to  Newfouml- 
land,  in  15.S'2,  shows  the  wise  and  enli^^hteiieil  policy  of  the  oreat  queen  ; 
liefore  Sir  Thomas's  arrival  it  had  been  the  custom  for  the  first  corner  in 


sill  T.  IIAMPSHIHES  HE( ILLATIONS. 
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eac'li  liiir'noiir  to  .sci/c  niiy  piece  of  t'<n'eslii)re  lie  iiii;;'lil  select  sufficient  to 
cure  iiiitl  i\vy  his  codfisli  This  custom  uji,ve  rise  to  I'lidless  ilisputes. 
The  (|ueen  iuilhuiisoil  liuniiishirc  tu  umkc  u  new  rule  :   \Vliatevt.r  rouiu 
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'  TIIIMIV    llAllllUk. 

Ffoiii  II  jiliiitiii/riipli  111)  Mr.  While,  Trinilii. 

or  space  oi  foi'eshore  a  master  of  a  vessel  selected,  he  could  I'c  tain  it  so 
loii^f  as  he  ke[)t  up  his  huildings  on  it,  and  cni])]oyed  it  i'or  the  use  of 
the  fishery. 

This  wise  re,i'ulati(m  largely  increased  the  Xewfoundland  fishei'v, 
gave  the  western  men  a  more  pei'nianent  intei'est  in  the  country,  and 
augmented  the  number  of  wintering  crews  ;  permanent  fishing  estal)Hsh- 
ments,  viiarves,  Hakes,  staves  were  built  and  winter  guai'dians  appt)iiited, 
small  plots  of  land  were  cultivateil,  simply  gardens  :  thus  settlement  and 
a  planter's  shore  fishery  began  in  tlie  colony.  The  first  of  these  scattered 
settlements  were  between  Cape  St.  Francis  and  (,'a})e  Race,  and  ai'ound 
Conceptitm  Bay. 

The  people  who  began  as  part  of  a  Avinter  crew^  often  liecame  the 
first  permanent  settlers.  IJorn  hunters,  resth.'ss  roaming  spirits,  like 
the  Daniel  lioones  and  Kit  Carsons  of  M'estern  fame,  they  produced  a 
race  still  famous  for  their  woodcraft,  their  sporting  skill,  uikI  their 
daring  courage  on  the  ice  floes.' 

'   XfcwfoiiiiillaiukTs      b!iv<'     been      con-  Ihmii  fum  lus  tor  f^iiinc  iiiiil  luiiitini?.     To  tlii> 

spiciioiis   i'roni    the    i.'uilicst  tinu'S    tor   tlieir  old    West    ( 'ouiitiviiu'ii    Xi'wt'oiiiidla'Kl     was 

bkill  at  AV(io<liM'at't  Mild  nealing.  a    mtv   spditsMian's    ]iaradi<c,    abiiiiiuliiii.'    in 

Devonshire,    with    its    woriih'rt'iil   vai'iety  fin,   fur,  and  t'eatliei'.      Ihofs   speaks  of   the 

of   hill  and  d;ile  and  moorland,   has  always  innumerable    (piantify    of     game,    lunv    their 
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KEIGN  OF  ELIZABETH. 


Two  oi  the  most  interesting  tigures  in  our  early  liistory  are  (Jilbevt' 
and  WhiilKmrne'-' ;  both  were  on  the  Ishxnd  together  in  loS.S.  8ir 
Hiiinplirey  came  a.s  tlie  ((ueen's  representative,  an<l  Wliithouni'.',  us  a 
common  sailor,  to;)k  part,  in  the  function,  anil  watched  the  ceteiuonious 
taking  possession  of  the  C'olony,  in  v/hose  affau's  lie  afterwards  i)layed 
such  a  leading  part.  One  was  a  gallant  gentlem.m,  soldier,  couitier, 
descended  of  an  ancient  family;  with  all  respect  for  tiie  courtly  knight, 
Richard  Wliitbourne,  West  Country  sailor,  our  hist  n-ian,  ami  Newfound- 
land's steadfast  friend,  is  more  to  us  and  dearer  to  our  licarts  as  culon'sts 
than  even  the  brave  and  most  unfortunate  Sir  Humphrey.  Pour 
Richard,  afterwards  Sir  Richard,  had  no  fiiends  at  Court  ;  he  rose  from 
the  ranks,  a  sturdy  lad  mule  into  a  smart  sailor  by  the  hard  usag^  and 
ropo's-ending,  the  training  by  which  every  Devon  mariner  i  ises  from  the 
forecastle  to  the  cabin.  His  first  experience  in  the  country  was  as  a 
hand  before  the  mast,  or  ptrhaps  ps  mate  "  in  a  worthy  ship  of  the 
"  burthen  of  300  tons,  set  forth  by  one  Master  Cotion,  of  >Southa;iiptun." 


men  killo  1  purtridfjos  with  cuilgfls.  Dr. 
Vausliiiii.  iibDiit  1020,  (ells  of  one  mini 
killinjr  ."lUD  ]iiirtridL't's  (willow  grou.sL').  Ahhi 
Jirtiiiloin  (l(i'.)O)  speaks  with  wonder  of  the 
niarvi'Uous  woodcraft  of  the  Xewfonnd- 
l!in<lers.  Tliefe  coloniiil  hunters  were  the 
lineal  desoendiints  of  the  old  iJevonian 
hunters  a:.d  poachers  ;  kei-n-eved,  untiring, 
tl'.ey  took  to  woodonit't  lis  a  (luck  takes  to 
wuter. 

As  a  s.'aler  the  Newfoundlander  has 
always  lieen  witiiout  a  rival.  Xothing 
a-iloiiished  the  Dundee  whalers  more  when 
they  first  came  to  the  ('(donv  than  to  see 
our"  men  jump  over  the  side  c;f  the  ship  an<l 
skij)  from  pan  to  jian  over  the  loose  ice, 
locally  known  as  "eopyinjr."  Sandy  lho\ight 
them  "  vara  wild  men,"  hut  now  he  is 
learning  to  iiiiitate  them.  The  Scot,  however, 
is  a  long  way  behind  the  iiemiine  native,  who 
has  been  practising  it  from  a  small  hov  ; 
copying,  jigging  tomcods,  and  going  in  the 
woods  trouting,  being  the  popular  amusements 
of  the  native  boy. 

Islanders  are  proverbially  conservative 
in  their  habits  and  customs  ;  the  familiar 
Newfoundland  snow  shoes — known  as  pot 
rac(,uet8,  the  punts,  and  the  long  single 
birr '1  gun — known  as  the  Pooh'  gun  (as 
shown  in  De  V'tEu's  picture,  p.  !j'.1) — are  all 
copies  01  tho.«e  useil  in  the  old  Dorset  sia 
port,  and  figure  as  part  of  a  wild  fowler's 
equipment  in  ('olonel  Ilawkei's  well-known 
old  book  on  shooting,  published  dnring  the 
last  century  ;  from  generation  to  generation 
the  old  familiar  patterns  have  remained 
nuehanged. 

'  Sir  Humphrey  (^lilbert  was  born  in 
l.'iSO;  he  died  in  l.")H.'t.  He  was  second 
of    three   sous   of   Otto    Gilbert,   of    Green- 


way,  Devon.  His  mother,  a  Chanipernoun, 
relative  of  the  great  family  of  the 
Carews,  became  the  third  wife  of  Captain 
Walter  Raleigh,  and  by  him  had  two  sons, 
the  youngest  of  whom  was  the  great  Sir 
Walter  Ualeigh.  Her  three  children  by 
Gilbert  were  all  knighted,  Jcdm,  Humphrey, 
and  Adrian.  Humph'-ey  was  educated  at 
Klon  and  ()xftu-d,  served  in  Ireland  and 
the  Netheilands.  In  l.")70  was  jiublished 
his  famous  tract,  "  Discourse  of  a  Discoverie 
for  a  new  Passage  to  Cataia."'  In  l.')7H  he 
received  bis  large  j)3tent  from  the  cpieen, 
authorising  him  "  to  discover,  occupy,  and 
possess  sucli  remote  heathen  lands  not 
actually  possessed  of  any  Christian  I'rince 
or  |ieople  as  should  seem  good  to  him." 
(This  patent  and  his  a^jreements  with 
I'eekhain  will  be  found  in  .Slu.  Sainsmi'iiv's 
('i)hminl  l^ipt'rs  Aildendti,  I.')71-1G"4.) 
Gilbert  disposed  of  nearly  all  his  patrimony 
in  fitting  out  his  first  exiiedition,  l.')7S,  which 
was  a  total  failure.  .Tune  1 1th,  MtH'i,  began 
his  famous  voyage  to  Newfoundland,  in 
which  he  iierished,  with  all  the  crew  of  his 
little  vessel,  tiilbert  was  an  enthusiast,  "i 
dreamer,  u  man  with  no  executive  ability, 
no  command  of  nun,  of  dauMitless  courage, 
and  undoubtedly  pious  after  the  fasliinn  of 
the  age.  He  did  splendi<l  service  to  Kngland 
as  a  pioneer  of  eolonisa'ion.  His  character 
has  been  well  ])ortrayed  by  Kingsley  as  a, 
Meak-headed  enthusiast,  a  totally  unfit 
conmiander  for  the  rough  v.ork  of  exploring 
and  settlement  of  ni'w  lands.  Hoth  expe- 
ditions show  nothing  but  disorder,  incapacity, 
ami  predestined  failuri'. 

-  See  1)]).  114  to  IIH  for  further  account 
of  Whitboiwne. 
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The  j'ounrj  sniloi',  in  th?  beautiful  laud  Inckt'd  Imrnour  o*"  Trinity, 
amidst  till  the  liuny  nnd  Inistio  of  the  shore  fisheiy,  fij'st  saw  the 
"  natural  inhabitauis,"  as  ho  called  the  Boothics  or  Kud  Indians  ;  he 
says:-- 

"  They  nrp  Tcnr  in  7inmlier,  aiul  as  s^onicthing  inilc  and  rfavago  |)pii[ilo  havinir 
neither  knowledge  of  God  nor  living  under  any  kind  of  civil  govei'ninent.  In 
their  hahirs,  ciisioms,  and  nianni-rs  they  resemble  the  Indiiiii  of  the  continent, 
fi'om  whence,  I  supposi-,  they  come,"  [i-till  tlioy  are  said  to  he]  "  an  ingenious  and 
tractable  p -ople,  being  well  used,"  [and  as]  "  ready  to  assist  in  the  whale  fi^hery 
for  even  small  reward." 

Whalin;^  was  successfully  prosecuted  by  the  Bi>cayans,  and  Cotton's 
ship  was  to  have  b.ien  engaged  in  the  same  daring  enterprise.  Whit- 
bourne  says : — - 

"  Wo  wire  ixaind  to  the  Grand  Bay  (which  licth  on  the  north  side  of  that  land) 
pur))orting  there  to  Jxade  then  with  the  .savage  ju'Ojde  (for  whom  we  carried 
sundry  commoditie.->),  and  to  kill  whales  iind  t  >  make  trayne  oil  as  the  Biscaines 
do  theie  yearly  in  great  abundance.  But  then  our  intended  voyage  was  over- 
throwne  by  the  indiscretion  of  our  captaine  and  faintheartednesse  of  some  gentlemen 
of  our  conijianj-,  whorenj)on  we  set  saile  from  thence  and  bare  with  Trinity 
Harbour  in  Newfoundland,  where  wc  killed  great  store  of  fish,  deerc,  bearcs, 
beavers,  scales,  otters,  and  such  like,  with  abundance  of  sea-fowle,  and  so  returning 
to  England  we  arrived  Esafe  at  Southampton." 

Throughout  these  early  narratives  there  are  notices  of  the  aliorigines 
of  Newfoundland,  the  Beothics.  Whitbourne  speaks  of  them  as  tiactable 
if  well  used.  The  French  everywhere  in  America  seem  to  have  had 
more  f r'endly  relations  with  the  Indians  than  any  other  Eurojjenns ;  in 
the  very  beginning  of  the  fishery  the  French  Avere  assisted  by  the 
Indians  in  curing  their  fish,  an<l  a  considerable  ])aiter  trade  was  carried 
on  with  them  ;  the  Biscayans  also  in  their  whaling  operations  had  help 
from  the  Indians.  With  the  other  Indian  tribes  of  the  continent.  Cape 
Breton,  &c.,  the  French  kept  up  the  most  amicable  relations;  ( nly  with 
the  native  Indians  of  the  Colony,  railed  indifferentl}'^  Beotliicks,  Beo- 
thucks,  and  Bethicks,  was  there  always  dire  hostility,  brought  about  by  a 
terrible  act  of  treachery  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  related  by  Kirke ; 
they  first  attacked  a  small  party  of  French  who  wei'e  alone  and  imarmed, 
murdered  them  all,  and  then  dressing  up  in  the  Frenchmen's  clothes 
they  allured  another  party  of  French  fishermen  and  killed  twenty-one 
of  them.  Like  all  s;ivages  they  were  inveterate  thieves.  Whitbourne 
says : — 

"  Many  of  them  secretly  everj^  yeere  conio  into  Tiinity  Bay  and  Harbour  in 
the  night  time  purposely  to  steal  sailes,  lines,  hatchets,  hookcs,  knives,  and  bucli 
like." 

On  this  suliject  it  is  unfortunate  that  wc  have  only  the  white  man's 

story,  and  Ihf'  red  man  is  unheard  ;  the  French  may  have  given   them 

great  provocations  and  revenge  is  i)art  of  the  cieed  of  an  Indiiin. 
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Old  Wliitlioiuiio  liinisi'lf,  inrieli  as  wo  love  and  ndmlre  him,  ndniit.s 
liaving  shared  in  a  uk  st  outrageous  Hpoliatioii  of  the  poor  Havnges : — 

"  The  Indians  hnvo  great  store  of  rudoaker  which  thi>y  use,'  to  colour  their 
bodies,  bowes  and  arrowos,  and  canowcs  withal;  they  use  the  rinds  of  spruce  treis 
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round  and  deopo  in  proportion  like  a  brnss  kettle  to  baylc  their  meat  in,  which 
hath  been  well  proved  Ijy  three  uiariners  of  a  ship  riding  at  anchor  by  niee  who 
being  robbed  in  ttie  night  by  the  savages  of  their  apparel  and  divers  provisions, 
came  suddenly  upon  them  where  they  had  set  up  their  tents  and  were  feasting 
.  .  .  by  nhooting  otf  a  musket  they  all  ran  away  naked  without  any  api)arel 
.  .  .  .  all  their  three  caiinowes,  their  flesh  skinnes,  yolkes  of  ogges,  targets, 
bowers  and  arrowes,  and  much  fine  okar  and  divers  other  things  were  brought 
away  and  shared,  and  they  brought  to  nic  the  beet  cannowe,  bowes  and  urrowes 
.     .     .     .     which  may  seem  to  invite  us  lo  find  out  some  other  trade  with  them." 

CharlcH  I.  issuod  a  procluiuation  in  1G30,  ])rohibiting  disorderly 
trading  with  Ked  Indians.  The  most  hopeful  effort  to  establish  friendly 
relations  with  these  poor  savages  was  nuide  in  JG12,  whcin  Guy  and 
Captain  Whittington  met  the  Indians.     Pui'chas  says  : — 

"  They  met  at  Ilandom  in  Trinity  Bay,  eat  and  drank  together,  and  exchanged 
furs  and  skins  for  hatchets  aud  kuives,  appointed  a  meeting  for  next  year  bj  a  sign 


THE  IDEA  OF  COLONISATIOX. 


03 


v^ 


when  the  grass  should  be  of  such  a  height  to  bring  down  all  their  furs  and  skins 
for  trafBck  with  tho  Knglish.  At  the  time  appointed  for  their  meeting,  instead  of 
Caf)tain  Whittington  and  other  agents,  there  canio  a  fisherman  to  this  place  to 
make  a  voyage  j  seeing  Indians  and  not  knowing  the  reason  of  their  coming,  ho  lot 
fly  a  shot  from  aboard;  Indians  ran  off,  imagining  they  >vere  Guy's  men,  and  now 
will  not  trade."  ' 

Thus,  unfoi'liumtely,  there  was  nn 
end  to  tlie  overtures  Avhich  niiglit 
linve  resulted  in  renewed  amity  iuul 
pence  witli  tliese  poor  pei'.seciited 
sfivages.  With  Mic-Mac  and  Eskimos, 
Europeans  easily  esbihlislied  cordial 
relations,  but  <luring  the  wholo  period 
there  never  seems  to  have  been  peace 
between  the  English  settlers  anil 
tliese  unfortunate  Boethics.  Tise 
account  of  their  extinction,  and  the 
eftbrts  made  to  promote  intercourse 
with  them,  will  be  given  later  on. 
The  story  of  the  Red  Indian  is  a 
sad,  dismal  tale  of  wanton  cruelty, 
suspicion,  and  treachery. 

To  write  the  complete  histoiy  of 
English  colonisation  in  tins  Island 
is  quite  beyond  the  limits  of  my  work. 
I  can  only  shortly  state  a  few 
salient  points.  It  does  se?m  strange  to  us  that  for  nearly  a  ceiituiy 
England  made  no  official  attempt  to  colonise  her  new  possession.  Tho 
voyages  of  Rut  and  Hoare  were  distimtly  for  exploration,  to  discover 
a  north-west  passage;  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert  was  full  of  the  same 
idea,  and  wrote  a  tract  and  made  a  map  to  promote  an  expedition 
for  that  purpose. 

In  the  nge  of  Elizabeth,  though  old  conceptions  were  passing 
away,  credulity,  superstition,  and  the  fantastic  ideas  of  bygone  days  still 
lingered.  All  competent  authorities  now  agree  that  in  those  days  om; 
man  alone  in  England  realised  the  benefits  of  colonisation.  It  was  the 
transcendent  mind  of  Raleigh,  with  the  vivid  imagination  of  a  poet  and 
the  profound  wisdom  of  a  statesman,  that  first  expounded  to  the 
Elizabethan  age  tho  plan  of  English  colonisation,  the  foundation  of 
greater  Englands  in  the  New  World ;  knowing  the  temper  of  the  time 
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strange  birds  an<i  beasts,  and  products  of  America.  A.V  tbese  thinos 
captivated  the  crecbdous  nund  of  the  public,  and,  says  Raleigli,  "helped 
"  forward  the  Plantation  mightily. "  Whilst  lie  encouraged  in  eveiy 
way  the  working  of  the  gold  mine  of  the  Newfoundland  fishery,  in  his 
emphatic  words  "  the  main  stay  and  support "  r)f  his  own  Devon  and 
western  counties,  his  mind  was  set  on  gaining  the  whole  vast  continent, 
and  on  this  grand  idea  he  spent  a  fortune  (equal  to  .r"200,00()  or  a  million 
dollars).  His  half  brother,  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  a  pale  reflection  or 
hi.s  great  relative,  assisted  in  these  projects ;  year.s  before  the  actual 
expedition  sailed  the  brothers  wt.uked  togetliei-  to  expedite  their  plans, 
Raleigh's  inlluence  at  Court  procured  the  charter  from  Elizabeth  ;  the 
ilread  of  Spain,  then  an  ally  of  England,  had  to  be  overcome ;  the 
Queen  agreed  to  everything,  only  lefusing  to  allow  her  favourite 
courtier  to  leave  England. 

The  expedition  of  15.s:}  was  not  Gilbert's  first  attempt ;  in  1.57H,  with 
tlie  coniiivanee  of  the  Court,  he  i-ailed  from  England  with  two  ships. 
His  object  is  disclosed  thus  : — 

"  A  diricourso  how  Her  Majesty  may  annoy  tlio  King  of  S])ain  by  fitting  out  a 
fleet  of  sliip|)i's  of  war  under  [Treteneo  of  a  voyage  of  discovery,  and  so  fall  upon 
the  enemies  sliippea  and  desrioy  his  trade  iu  ^<ewfoundland  and  the  West  Indies, 
and  possess  the  country." 


(JII.liKirr'S  I'ATKNT. 


67 


Tliis  paper  is  still  uxtant  :^  tlie  si^Vimturo  is  thou.'lit  to  l»e  (jliil>ert's  ; 
one  passage  arjfiiinif  against  <l<"lay,  "  i*«>r  the  \vin<(s  of  a  inaii's  life  are 
plumed  with  the  arrows  of  dcatli,"  shows  that,  if  penned  by  hiin,  it  was 
conoeived  and  dictated  \*y  Italcij'li. 

"  I  will  [it  coiitinnos]  nmlcrtako  to  fit  cut  phips  well  armeil  for  Xcwr.jundliind, 
wb'^rc  they  will  meet  with  nil  the  ^rcat  ships  of  France,  Spain,  ami  I'ortugal;  the 
licst  T  will  bring  away  and  hiirii  the  rest ;  comrnit,  uh  afterwards  iih  Pirntus  if  yoii 
will,  but  I  shall  ruin  their  sea  forcf.',  for  they  depend  on  their  fishermen  for  their 
navies." 

Poor  Sir  Humphrey  was  a  dreamer,  an  enthusiast;  the  expeditinn 
was  a  complete  faihiie;  he  arrived  out  in  Newfoundland,  and,  prol»alily 
in  a  fitjfht  witli  the  Sjjaniards,  lost  a  tall  slup  and  a  bold  captain, 
Miles  Moig,\n. 

Gilbert  was  terrilily  crippled  and  impoverished,  l»ut  sooner  than  forfeit 
his  large  patent,  which  wjis  for  six  years,  and  would  expire  next  year, 
1584,  he  sold  a  large  part  of  his  estate,  and  with  the  aid  of  Raleigii  (who 
fiu'nished  one  ship),  Peckham,  Hayes,  and  otheis,  a  little  fleet  of  five 
ves^sels  and  two  hundred  and  tifty  men  were  got  together.'  There  were 
of  all  tnides;  "  hobby  hor.-es  and  morris  dancei-s,  and  many  like  conceits 
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"were  provided  to  win  the  savage  people  by  all  fair  means  possible." 
(}ill>ert's  crew  consisled  jiartly  of  the  off  scouring.^  of  the  jails,  and  the 
result,  as  might  be  anticipated,  was  mo~t  disastrous  ;  one  ship  took  to 
piracy,  and  a  great  portion  of  his  villainous  followers  deserted.  On  the 
8rd  of  August  loH'S,  Gilbert  arri\ed  at  St.  Julius  with  two  ships  and  a 
pinnace — the  A'^/^/cY,  Admiral's  ship,  120  tons,  the  Gulden  Hind,  40  tons, 
and  the  Squirrel,  10  tons. 

'  JiecorcLi.  some  iiifliii'iice  in  gaining  Gill)ert  Mie  siippo't 

*  Davy  Injjram's  ai'coiuit  of  the  country       oMVikluiiu  and  utliei.<). 
Ihroujrh  wfiifh  lie  passed  sci-iiis   to  Inive  liail 
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Before  tlie  entniDCe  of  the  harbour  they  found  the  little  Sxvalloiv,  of 
40  tons,  lit  anchor,  which  the  English  merchants  would  not  permit 
to  enter : — 

"  These  English  merchants  that  were  ond  alwnys  bo  admirals  by  tarn  inter- 
changeably over  the  Heet  of  tishermon  within  tho  same  harbour." 

In    reading;  this   narrative    we    are  forcibly    impressed    with   the 

dominion  exercised  by  these  extrnoi'dinnry  English  merchant  adventurers 

in    Newfoundland ;  they  looked  upon  the  whole  island   ns  their   own 

dominion,  gained  by  their  own  valour,  without  the  t^lightest  assistance 

from  the  En^jlish  Government.     They  therefore  resented  the  entrance  of 

a  mere  courtier  into  their  domain.     They  knew  full  well  that  they  had 

(.nly  their  own  strong  right  arms  and  stout  hearts  to  depend  upon;  in 

tliose  days   there  was   no  such   thing  as  international  justice.     If  by 

chance  a  French  vessel  captured  one  of  ottrs,  there  was  no  redress,  they 

would  be  fortunate  to  escape  with  their  lives  from  a  howling  French  mob. 

To  be  captured  by  a  S[)iiniard  was  to  fall  into  the  very  gate  of  death  ; 

a   captured    Frenchman   had   a  show   of  justice   in    England,   but  no 

sul)stantial  I'eeompeiise  for  injury.     There  are  many  cases  in  the  records 

like  the  following  : — 

"  April  18,  1m91.  Petition  from  Bayoune  to  the  Privy  Council  ihat  a  ship  of 
Peter  do  Hody  of  Bayonne  from  Newfoundland  with  108,000  dry  fish,  4,000  green. 
14  hhds.  of  Train  oil,  total  value  6,000  crowns,  had  been  taken  by  a  ship  of 
Sir  VV.  Raleigh,  and  brought  to  Uphill  near  Bristol.' ' 

Hody  spent  five  hundred  crowns,  but  got  no  redress  from  the  rich 
victuallers  of  Bristol,  who  had  received  the  proceeds  of  the  merchandise, 
and  kept  tlie  ship ;  so  he  returned  to  France. 

"  Sept.  L')9I.  The  Eliza,  Beneventure  and  DwUey  took  a  ship  The  Holy  Ghost 
from  JI.  do  Harqnes  of  St.  Jeande  Luz  with  15,000  dry  fish,  60  hhds.  of  train,  and 
48  men  whom  they  sti'i[)ped  to  their  shirts.  De  Harcjues  and  his  two  brothers 
have  been  suitors  in  England  for  past  eight  months.'" ' 

The  ship  was  afterwards  ordered  to  be  given  up,  but  the  owners  did 
not  get  lur — xhn  ran  ashore — a  regular  West  Country  trick. 

In  our  clay  these  daring  adventurers  would  be  dubbed  "  pirates." 
The  only  way  tliey  exercised  dominion  was  by  a  reckless  dare-devil 
courage,  which  made  the  very  name  of  Englishman  a  terror  to  the 
Spai'iards.  It  was  the  almost  fiendish  cruelty  to  English  prisoners  that 
stirred  tlic  whole  nation  against  Spain.  They  have  a  proverb  in  tlie 
Peninsula    expres,sing    the    highest    tribute     to    the     valour    of    our 

ancestors : — 

"  Con  todo  el  mundo  guerra, 
Mas  paz  con  Inglatierra." 
'•  War  with  all  tho  world,  but  peace  with  England." 

'  Records. 
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Ml-.  Oppcnlieiin,  in  the  "  En^linli  Historical  Review,"  says : — 

"  It  speiiks  sutKcionlly  for  tho  coniago  of  tlio  Elizal)ethan  sailor  that  Hnring 
tho  whole  of  tho  reign  Imt  two  fingliish  men-of-war,  the  Jt'sna  of  Luhccic  and 
the  Revenge,  were  captured  by  the  Spaniards,  aiul  then  only  after  deopcnito 
fighting  against  overwhelming  odda." 

We  n  aliso  tlio  power  of  Elizabetli,  when  even  in  I'emote  Newfoundland 
the  moment  the  merchants  knew  of  lier  commission  they  oheyetl  Gilbert's 
orders.  Tliis  nnrrative  will  also  disabuse  our  minds  of  the  ide;i  of  the 
Xewftmndlaiul  trade  as  carried  on  by  a  few  poor  lisliermen.     It  com*  s 


\\ 
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out  clearly  in  this  Histoiy  that  nearly  a  century  before  any  English 
colony  was  founded  in  North  America,  England  had  a  great  trade  a'ld 

'  This  map  is  of  French  oripin,  and  differs  French  explorations   in    Newfoundland    and 

verv  little  from  that  of  Descellier,  piven   at  Labnidor,  particularly  from  Notre  Dame  Hiiy 

p.  4(>,  John   Dee's  at   p.  ."i'J,  and  Vnllard's  to   the  Struits   of  Belle    l.sle.     The   Knj{lish 

made  at  Dieppe.     It  shows  the  rtsiilts  of  early  standard  is  shown  near  Hamilton  Inlet. 


7.) 


liEKIN'  OF  ELIZABirnr. 


I 


fisliory  in  N<'\vf(niinll»ui(l.  In  1504,  Sir  Wiiltor  Ru'eif^h  saitl  that  it' 
any  liarin  hIiouM  liappon  to  the  Nowfuimdland  Hoot  it  would  be  the 
greatest  Ciilnniity  wliidi  could  befall  England.' 

1'he  entertainers  of  Sir  Humphrey  were  inercl.  iiitss.  St.  John's  w)w 
even  then  an  important  free  jMU't ;  a  large  international  trade  was 
carried  on,  the  owners  cnnnng  out  with  their  lanstcMs,  and  superitj- 
tending  it  tliemselves.  It  is  also  expressly  told  us  that  they  had  houses, 
for  the  (Jeneral  lived  ashore  with  them  for  the  three  weeks  he  stayed  in 
St.  John's. 

The  character  of  this  business  will  bo  easily  luiderstood  ;  it  was  an 
altsf)liitely  free  trade;  no  Custom  House  otticfr  to  trouble  the  merchant's 
pocket  or  his  ctaiscience.  The  principal  traffic  consisted  in  sellirig  for 
cash — or  bartering  for  fi.sh  and  oil — Mediteirancan  products,  salt,  olive 
oil,  fruits,  wines,  also  West  of  Kngland  coidige,  cloth  hats,  caps,  hosiery, 
SheHield  wares,  and  general  English  merchandise.  The  mnst<;r  and  his 
crew  fished,  the  nierchant  had  his  store  and  tradid;  considering  the 
lai'geninnbir  of  fishermen  of  all  nations,  probably  about  fifteen  thon.sand, 
resorting  to  Newfoundland,  it  must  liave  been  an  extensive  and,  I  need 
not  add,  a  lucrative  trade. 


There  are  three  narratives  of  Gilbert's  expedition — Hayes',  Peckham's, 
and  Clark's.     Hayes  says  : — 

"  Sntiinlny,  Srd  August,  wo  mado  ready  our  tiglita  and  prcjiared  to  enter  tho 
linilionr,  iinj-  lesistancu  to  the  central y  notwithstanding,  there  being  within  of  all 
nations  to  tho  number  of  !it5  Hail, 

"  But  (ir.st  tho  General  [Gilbert]  despatched  a  boat  to  give  them  knowledge  of 
his  coming  for  no  ill  intent,  having  commission  from  Her  Majesty  for  this  voyage 
wo  had  in  hand;  and  immediately  wo  followed  with  u  .slack  gale,  and  in  tho  vcy 
01, trance,  which  is  but  narrow,  tho  Admiral  fell  iij)On  a  rock  [Cahill's  liock]  on  the 
larboard  side,  by  great  over^^igbt. 

"  After  the  English  merchants  hpd  been  shown  our  commission  they  wero 
all  satisfied.  Tho  merchants  with  their  masters  definrtod.  They  caused  forthwith 
to  be  discharged  all  the  great  ordinance  of  their  lloet  in  token  of  our  welcome." 

Afterwards  arrangements  were  made  to  fit  out  this  poor  iil-provided 
expedition  with  necessary  fo(jd  and  supplies.     Hayes  continues  : — 

"  Commissioners  were  appointed,  part  of  our  own  company  and  jiart  of  thcns 
to  go  into  other  harbours  adjoining  (/or  our  English  vjcyclintitii  roinnmnd  all  there) 
to  levy  our  provision  ;  whercunto  the  Tortugals  (above  all  ether  nations)  did  most 
willingly  and  liberally  contri.jute, 

"  In  80  much  as  wo  were  presented  (above  our  allowance)  with  wines, 
marmalades,  most  fine  rnsk  or  biscuits,  sweet  oils,  and  sundry  delicacies  ;  also,  we 
Avanted  not  of  fresh  salmons,  trouts,  lobsters,  and  other  fresh  fish  brought  daily 
unto  us. 


'  Halfidd  MS. 


HAYES'  NAUKATIVE. 


71 


"  Miircovor  ns  tlio  manner  in  in  fisliinp  every  wock  to  diooso  their  Atliiiinil 
anew,  or  ratlier  they  succeed  (uieh  in  orderly  eonrne,  iind  Imvc  weekly  tlieir 
Adniirara  f<  ant  Holeninized,  even  bo  the  General,  ciiptiiins  nnd  nnistors  of  our  lleet 
were  continunlly  invited  nnd  feii.stcd. 

"  Xext  inornin^f  being  Siindiiy,  -Ith  Angnst,  the  General  and  hia  company  were 
lironglit  on  land  \>y  the  English  luerclinnts,  who  showed  unto  us  their  necustonied 
w.ilks  into  a  place  they  eallcd  'the  rjanlen.'^  Hut  nothing  appeared  more  tliim 
nature  itself  without  art,  who  confiiHcdly  hath  liiought  foi'th  roses  aliuiidantly 
wild,  hut  odoriferous,  and  to  sense  very  eorafortahle.  Also  the  like  plenty  of 
raspherries,  which  do  grow  in  every  place." 

It  i.s  (piite  evidi'iit  that  (JilKurt  iind   his  coniiiaiiiinis   had   a   very 

jovial  time  in  St.  John's,  tlien,  and  now,  fnni(ai.s  tor  itii  hospitality. 

It  seeiiis,  says  Hayes,  speaking'  oi'  .St.  John's — 

'•  A  place  very  populous  and  much  freiiuontud." 

And  Sir  George  Peckham  says  that  the  l^^nf^Iish  merchants — 

"  Before  endeavouring  to  fraughto  themselves  with  fish  n-p.iyrcd  unto  Sir 
Tluiuphrey  and  assisted  liim  in  his  designs." 

Hayes  continues : — 

"  Upon  Monday  heing  the  fifth  of  August  the  Gcaeral  caused  his  tent  to  ho  Hct 
upon  the  side  of  an  hiU-  in  the  viewe  of  all  the  tlote  of  Knglish  men  and  slraiigers, 
which  were  in  number  between  thirty  nnd  forty  sail ;  then,  being  accompanied  by  all 
liis  Captains,  Masters,  Gentlemen  and  Soldieis  he  csMised  all,  the  Afasters  and 
priiicipall  officers  of  the  shippes  as  well  Englishmen  as  Spimiai'ds  Portiigals  and 
all  other  nations  to  repayre  into  his  tent  and  then  and  there  in  the  iiresence  of  them 
all  he  did  cause  his  commission  under  the  great  seal  of  England  to  bo  opeidie  and 
solemnlie  reado  unto  them  whereby  was  graunted  unto  him  his  hoyrcs  and  assignes 
by  the  Queen's  most  excellent  Majestic  many  groat  an<l  large  royalties  liberties 
and  priviledges. 

"  The  efl'ect  whereof  being  signified  unto  the  strangers  by  nn  interpreter  l-.o 
took  possession  of  the  .said  lande  in  the  right  of  the  Crown  of  i-Jngland  by  digging 
u))  a  tnrfe  and  receiving  the  same  with  a  ha/.ell  wando  delivered  unto  bini  after  the 
manner  of  the  lawe  and  custorae  of  England. 

"  Then  he  signifii'd  unto  the  company  both  strnngers  and  others  that  from 
thenceforth  they  were  to  live  in  that  laud  as  the  ti'rrii.ories  appertayning  unto  tlio 
Crownc  of  P^ngland  and  to  bo  governed  by  such  lawes  as  by  good  advise  should  be 
set  down  whicVi  in  all  points  (so  necrc  as  might  be)  should  be  agreeable  to  the 
liawes  of  England  and  for  to  put  the  same  in  execution  pj'eseutliu  ho  ordained  and 
established  three  lawos: 

"  1.  Establishment  of  the  Church  of  England. 

"  2.  Any  atteni]5t  prejudicial  to  Her  JIajesty'3  rights  in  the  territory  to  be 
punished  as  in  a  case  of  High  Treason. 


'  The  late  Sir  1?.  J.  rinsent  and  several 
otliers  Imve  discussed  the  site  of  "  ye  iin- 
eieiit  pin-den."  It  is  difficult  to  detine  its 
exact  ]iositi<>n.  but  it  was  prohnMy  some- 
where  about  t'lu'iry  Garden,  ou  the  banks 
(if  Waterfonl  Uriilfje  ]{iver,  tlie  most  ]m'- 
tnresque  walk  about  St.  .lelni's.  A  path 
wduhl  >:o  along  there  into  tiie  woods.  It 
is    in    the  tlireetion   in    which    sailors    would 


naturally  take  a  stroll  on  a     Sunday   after- 
noon. 

-  Tlie  hill  would  be,  probably.  Garrison 
Hill,  the  centre  of  the  harbour.  In  H  itlon 
and  Harvey's  lli-.|(iry  the  (ieneral  is  deseriiieil 
as  standi iii;  on  llie  beach  of  St.  John's  Harbour 
to  jierfoiin  the  cereniony,  and  th(^  jiillar  as 
beini;  set  up  near  the  water  edjre.  Peekham's 
narrative  slutws  lliut  it  was  on  tlir  hill. 
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"  !1.  Aiiyimc  iittoriiij;  words  of  dishonour  to  Hor  Majosty  should  lose  his  ears 
and  iiiirc  Win  ^'nods  and  ship  conflKcatod. 

'■  All  Hjon  ilid  vrrie  willingly  Hubmil  thcmbolvos  to  those  lawuo. 

"  Then  \w  causi'd  the  (.Queen's  MajostioB  arms  to  l)u  engraved  and  sot  upon  a 
pillar  of  wood  not  far  from  thn  tent  with  great  solemnity. 

"  After  this  divers  Englishmrn  nuulo  suit  unto  Sir  Ilnmphrcy  to  have  of  him 
by  inhcritancu  tlieyro  accustomed  stages  standings  and  drying  places  in  sundry 
parts  of  that  hind  for  tlicyre  fish  us  a  thing  thoy  do  make  great  accompte  of. 
Which  lie  grunted  unto  them  in  foe  fftrmo. 

'■  And  1)}'  ihis  means  he  hath  possession  nmyntained  foi'  him  in  many  parts  of 
that  country. 

'■  To  l)c  liricfe  he  dyd  lette,  sotte,  give  and  dispose  of  many  things  as  ahsohUo 
OovoiJior  there  by  virtue  of  Ilcr  Majesty's  letter  jiatent."  ' 

He  ^iiVH  title  to  a  ^vcnt  many  Eii^'HhIi  lui'i-cliaiitH  for  thcii-  tiHJiiiijj; 
pliipt'.s  ill  St.  John's  uiid  the  noiglibourinj^  Jiarhourw.  Souio  of  tho 
St.  Johns  iiuTchants  wanted  lar<;ei*  grants  ol:'  land. 

*'  Now  says  Hayes]  he  became  contrarily  alVect(;d,  refusing  to  make  any  so 
large  grants,  esjiecialiy  of  (St.  John's,  which  certain  English  merchants  made  suit 
for,  olVeriug  to  employ  their  money  and  travail  [work]  upon  the  same  ;  yet  neither 
by  their  own  suit  nor  of  other  of  the  company  whom  he  seemed  willing  to  plea.surc, 

it  CDilId  he  oblailied.'" 

The  nioi'C'liants  c-vi- 
dontly  contoiiiplated  jici-- 
manent  settloniunt  and 
cultivation, and  only  wanted 
to  be  secure  in  their 
tenure  ;  and  it  tells  some- 
what aj^ainst  the  jraliant 
knii;'ht  that  his  "  con- 
trariety "  lielped  to  re- 
tard tlie  pro<;ress  of  tlie 
Colony. 

The  splendid  harbour 
of  8t.  John's  and  its 
luiique  position,  midway 
between  Cape  Bonavista 
and  Cape  Race,  where  at 
fir.st  all  the  En'dish  Hshiiii'- 
optn-ations  were  carried  on, 
made  our  capital,  from  the 
very  beginning,  tlie  metro- 
polis    and     head-quarters 


.-II!   lIl.MI'aiiKY  (ill.llKHT. 
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of  the  Newfoundland  fish  trade,  both  Englisli  and  foi-eign. 

It   was   a   grave    misfortune   for   the    Colony  that    the  first  great 
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coloiiNrttion  Hclicine  fell  into  the   hands  of  a  poor,  bankrupt,  incaiiahle 
luuii  like  (Jilliert  ;  to  use  Hayes'  words — 

"  IIo  tlirnHt  liimsolf  inlo  tlic  (iction  lor  which  ho  wivs  noh  fit,  prcHuming  tho 
cauHo  protoiidt'd  on  God's  bohnlf  would  carry  him  to  tho  desired  ond."  ' 

What  shall  we  say  of  a  j^reat  patentee  like  Giihert,  owner  of 
lialf  a  continent,  refusinir  the  EnLflish  niei'chants  in  St.  John's  a  title  to 
hind  around  the  infant  capital,  on  which  tluy  were  willinj,'  to  spend 
their  nionciy,  time,  and  labour.  Later  on,  when  an  ofHcial  settlement 
was  made  under  tiuy,  he  was  directed  bj'  the  patentees  lo  go  to  Con- 
ception Bay,  not  to  St.  Jolni's.  The  directorK  of  the  c<imj)any  seem  to 
liave  been  well  ac(piainted  with  the  N(!wfoundland  fishery  ;  full  dinictions 
aiv  given  to  him  about  the  fish  trade,  kr,. ;  clearly,  long  liefore  that 
time,  all  the  chief  luid  be-t  places  in  tho  g>  "'  harbours  of  the  east 
coast  had  been  appropriated  l)y  merchants  and  li.>-i;ernien. 

Ciilbert  had  with  him  a  Saxon  ore  refimr  named  Daniel;  he  was 
so  impressed  with  the  mineral  wealth  of  t^  -  Colony  that  iu  proposed  to 
lenve  Mio  settlement  and  di.scovery  of  the  south  to  iiayes,  for,  he  said, 
"  I  am  now  bef;omo  a  north  "rn  man  altogether,  ;i  id  my  heart  is  set  on 
"  Newfoundland." 

Our  Colony  undoubtedly  possesses  great  niiiieral  wealth  ;  this  has 
been  proved  :  whether  Sir  Humphrey  and  his  miner  really  found  anything 
but  the  glittering  iron  pyrites  known  a.s  'fool's  gold '"  cannot  now  be 
nficertiined,  as  ore,  paper.s,  and  everything  else  were  lest  ai  sea. 

The  end  of  this  ill-organised  expeilition  was  dire  disaster ;  on  the 
20th  of  August  their  Admiral's  ship  Jjt'lii/lit  was  lust  oft'  Capu  Sable, 
tlirough  utter  carelessness  and  l)ad  seamanship ;  the  little  frigate  Squlirel 
and  the  Gulden  Hind  escapeil ;  on  the  31st  of  August  they  bore  up  for 
England.  Poor  Gilbeit  hiis  been  ])ainted  for  us  as  so  complete  an  angel 
that  it  is  a  relief  to  find  hini  at  times  mvino;  wav  to  human  infirmities 
and  acting  like  an  ordinary  man.  After  they  had  passed  Cape  Race  on 
their  return  voyage,  Gilbert  came  aboard  the  Hivd  to  get  a  wound  in 
his  foot  dressed  ;  afterwards,  on  a  fair  day,  he  came  aboard  again  "  to 
"  make  merry,  together  with  the  captain,  master,  and  company,  and 
"  continued  there  from  morning  until  evening,"  no  doul>t  drinking  the 
good  wine  they  had  received  in  St.  John's.  On  the  same  day,  for  the 
loss  of  some  mineral  spe'^imens,  "  he  was  not  able  to  contain  himself,  but 
"  beat  his  boj'^  in  a  great  rage." 

Lest  I  should  be  charged  with  misrepresenting  the  qualities  of  this 
most  unfortunate  ailventurer,  read  his  character  drawn  by  Kingsley  in 
the  fascinating  pnges  of  "  Westward  Ho  "  :  "  a  philosopher^says  Amyas 
— but  not  so  much  of  a  general,  not  able  to  control  men." 
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Tlu'  (lontli  of  Sir  Hum|>Iiioy  was  as  sail  and  trajjio  an  oml  ns  cvci' 
liofi'll  a  hero.  It  soiMus  tlie  Knollys  t)r  souio  of  his  fiicniii's  liail 
(piostionod  his  conratro  on  sliip  itoard,  soamansliip  lio  liad  nono ;  so  to 
prove  his  infttl(>  ho  rorusod  to  loavo  the  wivti'hed  little  tub  vl'  a  Squirrel 
(KMons).      Ilesai.l:— 

"  '  1  \\\\\  iiol  forsivkc  my  littlo  roinpjniy  tjoinij  lituiicwnrds  willi  wlioin  I  Iimvo 
]i,'issi'(l  so  iiiMiiy  slorms  ami  ]iiM'ils.' albeit  [snys  Hayes  lliis  was  rather  I'nslincss 
tliini  advisod  resolution,  to  prefer  tin'  wind  of  a  vain  rejiorl  to  tlie  >veiu:lit  of  liis 
own  life."  ' 

Unfortunately  h»"  was  no  sailor  or  he  niijjht  liav  known  her 
eoi\liliiin.  overweiofhted  on  deek  with  "  liijhts  nettino;  and  small 
artillery,"  eundiersonie  for  so  small  a  boat  to  pii'^s  throuo;h  the  ocean  at 
that  pei'iod  of  the  year. 

(^n  Monday.  !Hh  8eptenil>or,  in  the  afternoon — 

"  The  friijate  S\/)n'rn7  was  near  oast  away  e|)]>i'essed  hy  waves.  y(>l  at  Unit  (iino 
recovered  ;  and  iiiviiitr  forth  signs  of  joy.  the  (i(Mu>ral  ,  (iilliertl  sittinir  aliaft  with 
a  hook  in  his  hand,  cried  out  to  us  in  the  Jlind  (so  oft  as  we  did  MpiiroiH'li  within 
heririnii"),  '  We  are  as  near  Heaven  liy  sea  as  liy  land.'  ri'ileratinu;  the  same  >i)eeeli 
■well  heseoiuiuLT  n  soldier,  resolute  in  Jesus  Cliri-;t.  as  1  can  testify  lu'  was. 

"  Suddenly  on  Monday  nisjht  we  lost  siijht  of  the  ^'>qnln■d's  ]i,!j;ht.  Our  watch 
cried  out  the  ( i cue ral  was  cast  away,  which  was  too  true;  for  iu  that  inoniont 
tlie  frigate  was  devoured  and  swallowed  u])  of  the  sea."  ' 

Poo'-  (Gilbert  I  jivobably  he  was  so  disheartened  by  failure  and  los-es 
that  he  alninst  courted  death.  Hayes,  a  practical  sailor,  by  bis  skill, 
and  the  good  seamanship  of  blaster  Cox,  of  Limehouse,  ari-iveil 
safe  in  Eno-land.  and  to  him  we  are  indebted  foi-  ])robal»ly  the  mo.-t 
interesting  narrative  contained  in  tlie  voluminous  collection  of  JIakluyt, 
the  Story  of  the  Unfortunate  Expedition  to  Newfcunidland. 

Hayes  concludes  with  a  fitting  tribute  to  the  piety  anil  courage  of 
his  unfortiniate  lender  : — 

"But  such  is  the  ii\finito  Imunty  of  God.  who  from  every  evil  deriveth  ,L;ood. 
For  lu'sides  that  fruit  may  grow  in  time  of  our  travelling  into  these  north-west 
lauds  the  crosses,  turmoils,  and  aliiictions,  both  in  the  j)reparation  i.nd  e.\ecutiou 
of  this  voyage,  did  correct  the  inteniporato  huiuonrs  whicli  before  we  noted  to  ha 
ill  this  gentltMiian,  and  made  unsaxoury  and  less  deliglitful  his  other  manifold 
virtues.  Then,  as  he  was  relined  and  made  nearer  drawing  unto  the  iiinige  of 
(iod.  so  it  jjleased  the  Divine  will  to  resume  him  unto  himself,  whither  both  his  and 
every  other  liigh  and  uoble  mind  have  always  aspired.'' ' 

Almiist  imniediatelv  after  the  <leath  of  (iiHiert,  tiie  burthen  of 
colonising    Amei'ica,   which    had    been    too    heavy    foi    his    poor  weak 
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slionMePH,  tV'll  on  \m  illuHtrious  Imlf-brothcr  Itiilci^'li.'      Hi.s   ])liuis  for 

I'oiMHlir);^  Vir^'inia  wen!  not 
HncccH.st'nl  in  his  liftitiinc,  lnit 
with  untirlnj^  oncv^y  iiml 
<launtl<'.ss  i'MHviijri:  lie  |)crsistc<| 
in  liis  cndt'iivoiirs  Mini  spent 
IiIh  Hul)stanc'(( ;  lie  sowed  tln^ 
Hf'ed,  otliers  )-e)i)te(|  tlie  fiilit. 
To  llidei;^li,  fdiove  all  men  in 
tliis  {xre.'it  )ijf(!,  in  due  tlie 
honour  ami  {^lory  of  I'oundin;^ 
]*]n^dand"H  Colonial  K;ii])ire. 
ill!  wfiH  aJI-|io\verrnl  in  Devon  ; 
we  find  liini  alwayH  mindlul  of 
liei'  intorcHtH,  and  uri;inL(  tlie 
(Joverinufint  to  buy  salt  fisli 
Cor  the  army  and  navy.- 

In  tli(!  llecoi'fl.s  the  suj)- 
])lyin^'  of  this  iisli  is  veiy 
i'KMjnently  nieiitionecl.  It  was 
almost  always  Kcai'ce.  The 
niefehnnts      (h'alt     with      the 

(Jovernment    on    sound    commercial   principles,  clnirginj^  them    twenty 


Niii  w  Ai.riii!  i<AM':i(iii. 
h'ruii  nil  i'lir/rarino  (iflcv  nii  uht  jiDrtrnil. 


'   Hiilci;;li   wiis  lioiii    ill    ITt^'J,  at  ii  siimll  rouiliiiiiitioii   hy   Mr.   (ilii(lsti)ii('.      f)iir    Ihto 

fiiniilioiisc     imIIiiI     llii_V("<,      iii'iir     ItuilK-if^li.  possrsstfl    all     these    nilts    in    e(|iial    <le;.'ree. 

Di'voii.     Ills  father.  Waller  Halei^h,  iiiiirried  Hut  whilst  our  (iraml  (  Hd  .Man's  cOiief  nianuai 

fir  his  (hinl  wife    the  wiilmv  of  ( )llo  (iilliert,  exploit    in  active   life  is  eiittiiif^   down    trees, 

of  Coinptoii  Caslh'.     His  mother,  a  ( 'haniper-  Ualeinh   was  soldier,  sailor,  ship-huilder,  and 

fioiiii,    was    eoiineeled     with     the     ilhislrious  coloni/er. 


fainilv   of  tlu^   C^arews.     Voun;.;    Walter    had 


In     this     ii'M'    the    niistH    of     sectarian 


an    exj.erieiK'e    of    li"e  ^'iveii  to    fexy.     As    ii        ,„.,,;, „ii,.,.  .„;,.  el.Tarinfr  away.     We  no  loi.^'.r 
Devonshire  hov  h..  had  all    the  iisnalpract.ee        ^,,^.'  ,..,|^,j   ,,    ,,,,,,    ,,;|i^,,,„.„-,   „„,„,,   „      ,^,.„ 


and      expereinee     of      seaiiiuiiHliip,     lioaen;.; 

and    sailiiif^.      At   stveiileeii    In     left   Oxford 

with  his  iincle  for  the  wars  in  France,  is  here 

he  was  di-liiif;nislied  for  coiiraf^e  and  military 

skill.     He   next    studied   law.      Next  we  (iiid 

him  ivt  Court,  and  a   soldier  in    Ireland.     He 

represented   his  native  coiintv  in   Parliament. 

Aii;onnst      his     coiniieers      his      niarvi'llom 

tdoqueiice  ii,  (he  trait  most  dwelt  upon;  hut,       ("Viiholie'  '.sir  Thoma 

besides  lieiiif;  an  luator  and   ii  statesman,  he 

was    an    ahU^     freneral,    oiu;    of     the    most 

ac( Diiiplis'ieil    and     scieiitilic    sailors    of     his 

ap'.     He    planned    the    strali'^rv   which   i^on- 

(luered      the     liivineihl'     Armada.       As     a 

voluminous  writer  he  takes  high    rank,  even 

in   the  aire   of  Hac<ui  and  .Shakespeare.     No 

other  Miiplishtr.aii  showed  fH'oins  in  so  many 

ilill'crelit    eiipaciliis    as    lialeii'li.       Our    own 


darkle.  'I'o  lis  their  palriolisin  shines  out 
(deiirl\,  whilst  tlii'ir  faults  and  crimes  rtr; 
not  hidden.  In  tho  supreme  hour  if  danger 
Kaleigh  largely  coiitiihuted  to  the  salvation 
of  I'iliLiland.  In  the  days  of  monopolies  he 
was  a  pronounced  free-trader.  Kvery  honest 
iMiglishman  execrates  the  memory  of 
Henry  VJII.  for  the  murder  of  the  noble 
Moi'e.  O  ir  feelings 
are  still  stron^ier  against  the  drivelling  .lames 
Stuart  for  the  death  of  the  grandesl  Kiiglish- 
niaii  of  action  of  all  tinie^Haleigh.  His 
memory  has  lieeii  worthily  eommenioratid  hy 
a  tablet  in  Wes'iiiin^ter  .Abbey,  erected  by 
.Vmerieans  to  "  Kaleigh,  the  Founder  of  the 
I^'glisli  I'jiipire  in  .Vmerica." 

-  As    earlv   as    l;!:)8    there   is    an    order 


ge  is  asionislied  at  the  rei^iarkable  e(Uijiinc-       from    F.dw.ird    III.    to    bis    clerk    to    provide 


tion    of     tinancier,     gcludar,     debater,     and       .slac/ijish,  pivsuniably  Cor  the  ur 


m\  III  France 


politician     e.\ 


hihiled 


siiib     maivellous       — (H\yi\nCfi  luidtra.) 
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shillings   per   hundred    fish   when    the   regular  ti*ade  price    was   ten 
shillings.     We  find  in  158G  : — 

"  An  Indenture  of  barg.ain  whereby  the  Commissioner  at  Chester  takes  up  for 
Hei'  Majesty's  service  in  Ireland  20,000  Newfoundland  fisli  at  20/-  per  lO'J." 

In  his  Litter  years  Raleigh  was  Governor  of  Jersey.  St.  Heliers 
was  a  free  port,  and  under  his  fostering  care  the  trade  of  the  little 
Kornmn  Isles  was  vastly  increased  ;  he  encouraged  the  islanders  to 
pii'ticipate  in  the  great  Newfoundland  fish  trade,  in  which  Jersey  and 
her  adventurous  .'Oiis  have  always  played  a  most  prominent  part.^ 

In  l.'j-SS,  immediately  after  the  death  of  Gilbert,  Sir  George 
Peckham,  a  London  merchant,  who  had   been  chief   adventiirer  witli 

the  unfortunate  Sir  Humphrey, 
published  the  first  printed  book  on 
Newfoundland,  entitled  :  — 

"  A  true  report  of  the  late  discoveries 
and  possession  taken  in  the  rijjht  of  the 
Crown  of  England  of  the  Newfoundlands 
b\'  that  valiant  and  worthy  gentleman  Sir 
Humphrey  Gilbert.  Knight.  Wherein  is 
also  In-ietiy  set  down  Jier  highness  lawful 
title  thereunto  and  the  groat  and  manifold 
commodities  thi^t  are  likely  to  grow  thereby 
to  the  wliole  realm  in  general,  and  to  the 
adventurers  in  particular.  Together  with 
the  easiness  and  shortness  of  the  A'oyage 
written  1)y  Sir  Crcorge  Peekhiim,  Kniglit, 
the  chief  adventurer  and  furtherer  of  Sir 
llnmphrej-  Gilbert's  voyage  to  Newfound- 
land." - 

In  an  age  when  there  were  no 
newspaper.s  and  no  interviewer.s,  the 
only  chance  of  obtaining  publicity 
was  to  wiite  a  pamphlet.  Thi.s  work 
is  in  the  nature  of  an  Elizabethan 
advertisement,  and  is  woithy  of  the 
genius  of  a  modern  conii)iiny  promoter. 

It   sots    out   most  truthfully  the   great    internal   resources  of  the   new 

Colony : — 

"By  establishing  a  safe  harbour  and  head-quarters,  and  it  is  well  known  to  all 
men  of  sound  judgment  that  this  Nenrfoundland  voyage  is  of  gi'eater  importance 


A   TRVE   REPORTH, 

Of  the  late  difcoucrics, 

nnd  pclTefsion,  taken  in  the  right  of 
tbc  Crowiie  of  i)i\'litndc ,  af  the  New- 

t'ound  LailJc<      ny'lhil  vj/ijuni   ^ny  irtrll^t 

Cciitlcmiu  .  Sii  Humjrt^  Cilitrt 

Knighi . 


Wherein  II  alfo  hrecfefy  fette  e/ofvric,  her 

bighncHt  liiihill  Tyiic  ilicrrvnro,  and  chf  gtutind 

mjniliil.ic  Coninud'tie^ ,  ihjf  m  hkdy  to  cro»v 

ihcrcbv,  to  ihf  »h<ilc  Rc.ilmc  in  (>i:iictiU, 

aiid  to  the  AJuentiitciv  ttt  pjruculat. 

Togctlicr  uitli  tJic  fntinet  aiuI 


Scene  and  alloneJ. 


At  Londonj 

Tmtedh  l.C.Yar  lohn  Hinde, 

dwelling  in  P»nlei  Chiitthyjrdc,  ai 
Aaao.  nty 


TITLK   TAt^iK  OF   TKCKIIAM's  BOOK. 

Friiiii  a  copy  nfthcfrst  vdilion  in  the  B.M. 


'  "Guernsey,  April  l.')94. — Guernsey  des- 
titute of  provisions  for  soldiers  except  C0,0()() 
Kt'wland  lish,  a  barque  of  herriiifis,  and 
40  funs  of  cider."     Jersey  must  have  had  o 


much  larger  share  at  this  time  in  the  New- 
foundland trade  Uiaii  her  ^nlalll•r  sifter  island. 
-  This  is  the  title  of  a  later  edition  thau 
♦he  one  illustrated. 
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and  will  be  found  more  beneficial  to  our  country  than   all  other  voyages  at  tlii3 
diiy  in  use  aivd  trade  amongst  us."' 

The  work  is  a  most  sensible,  clear-headed,  business  document,  and 
the  author  sliows  himself  as  a  shrewd  trader ;  he  offers  attractions  to 
everyone^-sport  for  the  gentles  and  nobles  ;  fishing  for  all ;  a  north-west 
passage  to  India  from  Newfoundland  for  the  scientific  and  adventurous. 
Tiie  hundred  pound  subscriber  was  to  have  sixteen  thousand  acres  of 
land  with  authority  to  keep  Court  Leet  and  Court  Baron  ;  to  be  chosen 
one  of  the  Council  to  make  laws ;  to  pay  one  half-penny  an  acre  for  the 
building  of  forts,  towns,  churches,  &c.  The  smallest  conti'ibutions  were 
accepted  ;  even  the  subscriber  of  ten  shillings  had  his  rights  and  lands 
in  proportion. 

The  whole  pamphlet  is  an  ingenious  attempt  to  get  money  from  the 
public  and  to  keep  Gilbert's  chai'ter  alive.  Sir  John  Gilbert  maintained 
his  brother's  shadowy  claim  for  years  after,  as  I  find  some  Devon 
fishermen  complaining  of  being  prevented  by  him  from  going  to  New- 
foinidland,  probably  for  claims  due  under  Gilbert's  charter.  As  we 
proceed  with  this  history  we  shall  see  other  instances  of  the  extra- 
ordinary and  fantastic  way  in  which  kings  and  potentates  flung  away 
islands  and  continents  to  adventurers  and  Court  favourites.  All  the 
ver}''  early  ones  came  to  naught ;  the  later  ones  caused  strife  and  difl[i- 
culty  everywhere. 

This  book  marks  the  great  advancement  of  the  age ;  the  resources  of 
the  island  are  set  forth,  perhaps,  in  too  glowing  terms,  but  its  innnense 
advantage  to  England  is  not  in  any  way  exaggerated.  The  proposal  to 
make  St.  John's  a  fortified  town  was  thoroughly  practical ;  it  would 
have  secured  our  capital  from  the  attacks  and  destruction  it  afterwards 
suH'ered  from  the  French. 


Besides  the  patriotic  endeavours  of  Sir  George  Peckham  to  encourage 
settlement  and  relieve  the  distressed  poor  of  England  by  emigration,  the 
gallant  Sydney  and  Carlile,  sons-in-law  of  Walsingham,  wrote  and  ad- 
vocated the  planting  of  colonies  in  Newfoundland  and  North  America. 
Their  only  effect  was  to  encourage  the  prosecution  of  the  fisheiy,  which 
increased  by  lea[)S  and  bounds. 

We  have  an  account  in  Hakluyt  of  Strange 's  prosecution  of  the 
seal  and  whale  fishexy  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence;  of  Rice  Jones's 
fishing  at  St.  Peter's. 

Piracy  was  prominent ;  Cecil  and  Raleigh  engjiged  in  it  under  the 
guise  of  privateering.  A  notable  French  pirate,  De  Sance,  behaved  very 
cruelly  to  one  Richard  Clark,  which  is  duly  recorded  as  follows,  but 
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little  is  sniJ  of  tlie  constant  raids  made  by  Enj^lishnion  on  ships  ol'  all 
nations  : — 

"  1696.  Report  of  Richard  Clarke  and  othnrs  concerninj^  the  p'vacy  committed 
hj- three  French  ships  at  St.  John's  Ncwfonndlaiiil.  The  Cap'ainol:  the  Admiral 
[commodore  of  the  Ihrco  ships]  was  named  Michel  do  Siincc  ;  the  ^[awtor  of  tl^o 
A'ice-Admiral  Martin  do  Sanco.  Having  been  nsed  with  kind  entcrtaiinncnt  and 
invited  to  breakfast  on  the  25  September,  in  re(|nital  he  invited  the  Frenchmai'. 
aboard  his  shij)  the  next  day.  The  captain  of  the  Admiral  feigniHl  an  excnso  and  sent 
for  Clarke  to  visit  him  in  his  sickness;  upon  a  sudden  the  French  i'ell  on  Clarke 
and  his  men,  ciilliiig  out  '  rcndez  Tons,  rendez  vous.'  He  and  nine  men  were 
kept  prisoners  nine  days  and  their  ships  pillajrcd.  Witnesses:  Ric.  ("larke. 
Matt  Ryoes  and  I'hil.  Fabyan,  Mate  Sam  Clai'ke,  Surgeon,  and  seventeen  others."  ' 

The  most  interesting  of  these  voyages  is  the  adventure  of  Charles 
Leigh,  a  London  merchant ;  in  Cape  Breton  he  lost  one  of  his  sliips, 
the  Chancellor,  and  came  into  collision  with  a  big  Biscayan  ship,  wliose 
captain,  surroimded  by  his  countrymen,  dared  to  treat  him  ill.  The 
Englishman  wanted  to  fight,  but  the  Biscayan  rr.n  off.  Next  he  aip- 
tured  a  Spanish  sh'.p  in  the  St.  Lawrence.  A  comrade  ves.sel  came  to 
her  rescue,  so  Leigh  had  to  give  up  his  prize  and  prisoners  in  orJer  to 
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rescue  his  prize  crew.  Finally,  to  avenge  himself  for  all  these  mishaps, 
he  attacked  a  big  French  vessel  in  St.  Mary's,  captured  her  after  a  hard 
fight,  and  so  leturned  with  two  ships  and  a  valualdo  cargo.  The  whole 
story  exhibits  the  daring,  reckless  character  of  the  English  adventurers 
of  the  day,  and  the  extraordinary  difficulties  under  which  business  was 
carried  on. 


Though  nominally  at  peace,  still  for  all  practical  pui'poses  Eaglan<l 
and  Spain  were  at  war  l)etween  lo!S4  and  1.5SS.  Elizabeth  openly  nided 
the  Hollanders  in  their  struggles  against  Philip  ;  Drake  plundered  the 
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Spiinisli  main  and  captmvtl  tlio  <ri-oat  treasure  sliips,  his  Royal  mistress 
sharing;  tlio  plunder.  When  the  hau(flity  MiiKioza  remonstrated  with  her 
she  sent  him  packing  out  of  Enjjiand.  Elizabeth  and  her  advisers  knew 
that  war  with  Spain  was  inevitable ;  she  never  shrank  from  the  contest 
or  trieil  to  conciliate  the  irritated  Spanish  monarch,  on  the  contrary,  she 
carried  the  war  into  tiie  enemy's  country.  It  was  a  tremendously  bold 
policy  for  a  little  country  like  England,  with  ihe  present  population  of 
London  and  a  revenue  of  half  a  million,  to  attack  a  colossal  power  like 
Spain.  In  L5H5  the  most  daring  blow  of  all  was  made  on  the  Spanish 
fishing  fleet  in  Xewfcjundland.  Whitljourne  records  the  jirrival  of 
Sir  Bernard  I/rake  in  St.  John's  that  year  with  a  connnission  from  the 
Crown.  He  fdso  mentions  the  seizure  of  several  Portuguese  vessels 
by  Drake  ;  Portugal  at  that  time  formed  part  of  Philip's  dominions. 
Doubtless  these  \essels  were  taken  in  St.  John's  whilst  the  Biscayans 
wei'c  away  north  and  south  .sealing,  whaling,  and  catching  cod. 

A  numlier  of  English  ships  had  been  seized  and  confiscated  in  Spain 
and  tlieir  crews  treated  with  great  cruelty ;  one  vessel  had  been 
capriciously  confiscated  because  an  edition  of  "  Cato"  was  found  aboard. 

The  secret  history  of  tliis  expedition  is  told  in  the  Records. 
Mr.  Froude  says  Sir  J.  Hawkins  devised  it,  arguing,  "  half  the  sailors  of 
"  the  Peninsula  went  to  Newfoundland  each  year;  he  propose!  to 
"  capture  them,  and  leave  their  ships  to  rot  in  the  Harbours." 
Elizabeth  seems  to  huve  been  opposed  to  it  at  first. 

On  June  20th  of  this  year  Walsingham  completed  the  plan  (the 
details  are  in  his  handwriting)  "  for  annoying  the  Spaniard  by  seizing 
"  their  .ships  in  Newfoundland,"  and  on  the  same  date  a  commission  was 
issued  to  Sii'  Bernard  Drake  "  to  pioceed  thither  to  warn  alt  English 
"  vessels  about  the  seizures  in  Spain,  and  prevent  them  making  sale  of 
"  their  fish  there,  and  to  take  all  Spanish  ships  and  subjects,  and  to 
"  bring  them  into  some  of  the  westeiii  ports  of  Enghi  ul,  without 
"  dis[)Osing  of  any  part  of  the  lading  until  further  orders." 

The  following  minute  shows  he  was  succes-sful : — • 

"  Oct.  10, 1585.  Conncil  to  Sir  John  Gilbert  ailvi.sing  of  the  capture  of  Spanish 
ships  iind  s^ailors  at  Newl'oundlaud.  Returns  nllowcd  to  (JUO  Spanish  pri.soner.«i ; 
allowauco  reduced  t'roui  os.  4d.  per  week  to  -Wl.  per  day  per  man  in  consequence  of 
ill- treatment  of  Englishmen  in  Sjiain  ;  to  bo  paid  out  of  the  fish  taken  and  the 
rest  dibtributcd  in  pri/o  money."  ' 

The  S[)aniar(ls  were  .so  dismayed  by  this  bold  stroke  that  the  next 
year  their  fishing  fleet  did  not  go  to  Newfoundland. 

All  this  large  quantity  of  flsh,  probably  flfty  t(j  sixty  thou.sand 
(j[uintals,  was  smuggled   into  France  and  Spain  afterwardsj  as  we  find 
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complaints  about  the  Custom  House  officei-s  having  exacted  illegal  fees 
upon  its  export. 

It  is  pei'fectly  marvellous  how  well  Elizabeth  knew  every  movement 
of  her  enemies  ;  every  intrigue  against  her  was  keenly  watchfifl  by  her 
ubiquitous  agents  and  spies ;  if  Mary  Stuart  cast  an  amorous  glance  at 
Both  well  it  was  duly  reported  ;  if  Philip  II.  moved  a  man,  or  a  ship  was 
rigged  in  Biscay,  immediately  the  queen  had  word. 

Conside»ing  the  difficulties  of  communication  in  those  days — the 
dangers  from  Hoods,  robbers,  pirates — how  successfully  her  intelligence 
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wnAi.ixo. 
From  Bernard's  Recucil,  1700. 


department  must  have  been  served.  For  \\s,  "  heirs  of  all  the  ages," 
many  secrets  of  the  Courts  of  Spain  and  England  have  now  been  laid 
bare.  Elizabeth's  reputation  as  a  sovereign  rests  on  her  success,  but 
an  imperishable  monument  to  her  memory  has  been  raised  in  her 
Stdtutc'fi.  The  State  Papers  preserved  at  Hatfield  show  her  talent 
as  a  politician,  how  cleverly  and  boldly  she  played  tlie  game  again.st 
Philip.     Posing  as  a  Prote.stant  champion,  whilst  a  Catholic  at  heart — 
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simply  bee '.use  Ihey  forced  her  hand — she  wiis  all  the  time  planning 
and  ])reparing  iov  the  great  struggle  with  Spain. 

Elizibeth's  p<  Hey  in  defying  and  fighting  Spain  was  no  rash  reckless 
undertaking,  it  was  a  settled  polit-y,  based,  as  I  have  just  said  before,  on 
knowledge  most  varied  and  intimate  of  the  true  position  of  Spain  ; 
b jsides,  it  was  the  only  policy  the  high-spirited  Engdsh  nation  would 
permit ;  the  submission  of  James  Stuart  to  Spain  in  the  next  reign 
h^-lped  to  turn  the  national  feeling  against  him.  Out  of  this  great 
conflict  with  the  colossal  power  of  Philip,  England  emerged  as  not  only 
the  con(pieror,  but  as  Mistress  of  the  Seas — the  true  genius  of  the 
English  people  had  found  its  occupation. 

From  the  secret  history  of  the  reign  we  get  the  true  state  of  affairs, 
we  lealise  the  power  and  activity  of  the  Spanish  people,  and  what  they 
might  liave  done  against  us  if  they  hail  been  free  and  well  led.  There 
were  two  to  three  hundied  Spanish  ve,ssels  on  the  coast  of  Ireland 
in  Henry  VII.  and  Henry  VIII.'s  reigns,  and  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  in  the  early  part  of  Elizabetli's  reign,  catching  bacalao,^  and 
whaling  in  Newfoundland  and  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.  The 
result  of  the  successful  Spanish  war  Avas  to  give  Englantl  complete 
control  of  the  Transatlantic  cod-lishery ;  the  great  Newfoundland 
Spanish  fleet  never  came  again  after  that  terrible  defeat,  although 
stray  Biscayans,  protected  by  the  French,  continued  to  fish  in  Newfound- 
land up  to  a  much  later  date.  We  shall  see  subseijuently  that  they 
claimed  the  fishery  as  a  right,  which  Pitt  declared  he  wcmld  not  acknow- 
ledge, even  if  the  enemy  were  in  possession  of  the  Tower  of  London. 
From  the  Armada  year  until  1G30  the  English  held  the  Newfoundland 
fishery  practically  without  a  rival ;  out  of  the  wIkjIc  nund)er  of  fishing 
vessels  England  had  more  than  double  the  fleet  of  her  I'ivals,  and  all 
quietly  submitted  to  her  control.^ 

1.tM8  is  the  ever-memorable  year  of  the  Invincible  Armada;  all 
through  this  season  its  coming  had  been  threatened,  and  many  of  the 
Newfoundland  fishing  ships  stayed  at  home  to  take  part  in  the  battle. 
Bideford  had  seven  ships  in  the  great  fight,  and  later  on  the  little  north 
of  Devon  town   boasted  of    having   mure   shii)s    in  the    nortiiern  and 


'  This  is  tlu'  ffenenil  wo.M  in  Spanisli  for 
dried  cod,  probalily  di'rivi'd  from  tiie  ISascnu! 
"  bikcailiiba  "  ;  tlii'  correct  Castiliim  tor  codfish 
is  "  iibadf  jo."  "  Del  iiliiidcjo,  hi  oabc/;i  y  el 
peliejo "  lucuiis  tlio  hcud  iind  the  skin  arc 
the  best  of  the  fish.  "  Haealao"  was  used  in 
Spain  h>iig  before  the  discovery  of  Newfouiid- 
hind.  Iv  is  referred  to  in  Don  Quixote  in 
the  queer  scene  between  Maritonies  and  the 
arriero. 

In  the  sixteenth  century,  and  iaiei  on, 
"  bucalao"  was  used  as  a  trade  word  h\  all 


the  Eurojiean  nations,  just  as  we  now  use 
the  words  "(;iiano''  and  "tobacco" — both 
i^panish  words  which  havi  come  into  general 
use. 

-  In  April  of  next  vear,  1.5H9,  Moys 
writes  to  Lord  Hurjjhley  from  Plymouth  : — 
"Tlie  whole  couutry  cannot  sup]>ly  above  a 
hundred  thousand  Newland  fish  for  the  fleet." 
In  ordinary  years  the  stock  on  hand  was 
twen;y  times  this  amount — two  million  fish, 
a  strikini;  illustration  of  the  destructive 
iuHueuce  of  war  ou  connuerce. 


/     p.  2723. 
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REIGN  OF  ELIZABETH. 


Newfoundland  Iriuk'  than  any  port  in  England,  save  London  or  Topshnm  ; 
says  Kinys'ey  in  "  Westward  Ho  '"  : — 

'•It  is  to  the  sea  life  and  labonr  of  Bideford  and  Diirtniouth,  and  Topshara  and 
Plymouth  (thou  a  potty  ])lacc),  and  many  another  little  western  town  that  England 
owes  the  foiuidation  of  hor  naval  and  commercial  f^lory.  It  was  the  men  of  Devon, 
the  Drakes  and  Hawkins,  Gilberts  and  Ralcighs,  Grourillos  and  Oxenhams, 
and  a  host  nioie  of  '  forgotten  worthies,'  whom  we  shall  learn  one  day  to  honour 
as  they  deserve,  to  ivlinm  she  owes  her  commernc,  her  cdonies,  her  very 
oxistcnc'o.' 


THE   AKMAUA. 

From  Pine's  engraving,  i'.lS. 

Whitl)Ourno  was  there  in  his  own  large  ship,  and  some  smaller 
vessels  titted  out  entirely  at  his  own  expense ;  Bristol,  Bideford, 
Dirtinouth,  Plymouth,  To[isham,  Bridport,  Exmnnth,  Poole,  all  had  their 
share  in  the  fight. 

The  Royal  fleet,  even  in  Elizabeth's  reign,  was  less  than  the  tonnage 
of  the  Teutonic,  bnt  the  English  ships  were  wonderfully  strong  and 
well  built,  thanks  to  old  Hawkins  and  his  father ;  they  were  practical 
stamen  as  well  as  shipbiiilders.  Kingsley  states  that  Young  and 
Prowse,  who  fired  tlie  Spanish  fleet  in  the  Calais  Roads — "  Let  their 
names  live  long  in  the  land  " — were  both  Devonsiiire  men ;  the  records, 
however,  declare  that  Young  belonged  to  Chichester.  Prowse  was 
undouVitedly  from  Devonshire,  and  probal)ly  connected  with  the  New- 
foundland tiade.  Like  Whitbo\u"iie,  their  valour  was  their  own  reward. 
The  action  in  the  fireships  was  a  most  gallant  ex})loit,  and  had  the  most 
decisive  rosults.     These  daring  old  merchant  captains  received  no  honour 
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save  tlie  inipori.shaljle  glory  of  being  recorded  in  liistory  as  tlie  saviours 
of  England. 


::-M 


The  defeat  of  the  Annada  left  England  supremo  mistress  of  the  seas '  ; 
the  terrible  nightmare  of  Spanish  contpiest  had  no  longor  any  terror  for 
the  bold  islanders  ;  they  mocked  at  all  Philip's  later  attempts  to  subdue 
them.  The  benefits  of  Eli/;abeth'.s  bold  policy  to  trade  were  sim])ly  in- 
calculable Besides  the  exclusive  control  of  the  tran.satlantic  eod-tishery, 
England  now  traded  everywhere,  and  mightily  increased  in  wealth, 
material  pnjsperity,  and  territory. 

Nearly  all  the  great  British  possessions  were  gained  without  tlu;  aid 
of  Government.  India  was  won  and  held  for  a  long  time  by  a  trading 
company,  so  were  America  and  Austi-alia,  and  by  the  same  means  in  our 
diiya  England  will  gain  a  great  empire  in  Africa;  such  eflbrts  suit 
the  particular  genius  of  Knglishmen. 

The  landing  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  their  dangers  and  privations,  on 
the  wild  New  England  shore,  has  been  an  inexhaustible  theme  for  the 
poets  and  historians  of  the  Uniterl  States;  but  the  earlier  coiuiuest 
of  Noi'th  America,  the  more  wonderful  exploits  of  the  daring  West 
Countiy  fishermen,  who  alone  and  unaided  maintained  the  English 
sovereiefutv  in  Newfoundland  and  North  America  ayainst  all  comers,  a 
century  before  the  Maujloivcr,  are  still  unhonoured  and  inisung,  and 
really  unknown. 

In  the  whole  eventful  history  of  English  adventure  there  are  no 
events  more  remarkable  than  the  doughty  deeds  of  these  Devon  men, 
who  for  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  kept  this  colony  for  England  and 
ruled  over  the  thousands  of  foreitrn  fishermen  wlu)  resorted  to  the  island. 
The  consequences  of  this  early  dominion  were  widespread.  It  has 
coloured  the  whole  of  our  history. 

Having  won  the  country,  the  W^estem  adventurers  believed  thcj'  had 
a  right  to  keep  it  as  a  perpetual  possession  for  fishing,  and  nothing  more  ; 
for  this  reason,  after  the  death  of  Elizabeth,  they  banded  together  to 
resist  settlement.  Had  France  or  any  foreign  power  over-mastered 
the  Devonshire  men  and  gained  Newfoundland,  how  would  New 
England  and  Virginia  have  fared  ?  If  once  France  had  possessed  the 
island  with  her  twenty  thousand  hardy  fishermen  she  woiUii  have  held 
the  key  of  North  America,  and  with  her  sea  an«l  hnd  forces  the 
colonies  would  have  ceased  to  exist  as  independent  coiiununities. 


'  About  800  Spanish  und  Dutch  ships  were  destroyeil  or  ciiptiired  in  the  years  immediately 
follow)  nj;  1588. 


F  2 


'1 

1 


84 


APPENDIX  TO  CHAPTER  IV. 
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I.  Charter  Party  and  Sale  of 
Newfoundland  Fish. 

26  Sept.  15H(). 

"  It  is  ii;.'ii'i'(\  tliis  (lav  lielwixt  Win. 
Miissic  iiiiil  TliDiiias  Tetlow,  nieieliaiits  of 
city  of  Cln'stiT,  of  tli«!OtiL'  part,  ami  Win.  Dali', 
innslci'  of  ye  (jood  ship  ciiIKmI  i/c  William  of 
LimiU)u.  of  tile  otlitT  |)art,  ami  ilotli  liaiyaiii 
uiiil  .sell  ;t  1,0011  Nt'wiaiiil  tisli,  nu>irhaiital)lf  at 
lo.v.  tlu'  100,  ciiiTfiil  inoiicy  in  Kn^rlanil,  al^o 
loiirc  toinics  tfaine  at  £12  per  toiiiic.  In 
consideration  the  said  fish  and  trainc  to  jmy 
ill  "JO  a(  once,  and  rest  at  Ladyday  in  Ijcnt 
next  ensuiii;:.  I'rovided  always  that  the  sai<l 
shippe  shall  jr,„.  f,,r  HoehelU'  and  Bordeaux 
at  H8.V.  jier  ton,  or  for  Kordeanx  at  ^'Ix.  \w\ 
ton.  anil  to  stay  in  one  or  hoth  i)laees  lUI  days 
at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  said  inerohants  or 
their  fact(U's,  and  for  the  freiirht  to  he  paid 
after  the  safe  arrival  and  full  ilischarfTc  in 
Chester  water,  the  one  half  within  three  days, 
and  the  rest  v  ithin  :iO  days  after,  and  be  the 
full  payment  w  itii  the  safe  arrival  of  ye  sai<l 
ship,  the  residui'  of  the  fish  money  v.ithiii  20 
days  after  the  iiayiuent  of  the  whole  freight." 


II.  Licence  to  Export  Newfoundland 
Fish. 

"  Whereas  Her  Majestic  is  pleased  at  the 
huniMe  suit  of  Nicholas  Howjraii,  that  he  he 
licensed  to  transport  out  of  the  He  linie  three 
score  thousand  of  Ncwiand  tishe,  whereof 
there  is  at  this  present  pood  qnantitie  in  the 
most  partes.  This  is  stroitly  to  will  and 
charfre  yon  to  sutler  him  to  1>:'V  and  transport 
from  thens  the  said  ((uantitie  of  fish,  to  carry 
the  same  to  what  countrey  or  ])lace  he  shall 
thiidv  hest  for  his  best  market,  and  therefore 
you  shall  not  nedo  to  take  any  boudes  of  him 
in  that  behalf,  permittinir  him  also  to  traiis- 
l)ort  the  same  in  a  French  bottonic  or  any 
other  strannge  bottome  whatsoever;  not  in- 
creasiiifj  any  cnstomc  unto  him  in  that  behalf. 
And  this  1  ehar;:c  yon  to  se  accomiilished. 
towards  him  with  all  favourable  and  jiood 
despatch,  for  so  is  Her  Majesties  pleasure ; 
he  paicinjj  such  custome  only  as  others 
Her  Majesties  subjects  are  wotit  to  doe. 
This  17  Sepr.  I.W.). 

"  Lord  Treasurer,  F.  BucKHriiST. 

"  To  all  justices  of  the  peace,  nmiors, 
baillifes,  and  other  lied  officers.  As  likewi.se 
to  all  customers,  controllers,  fjovernors,  and 
surveyors  of  portes  in  the  counties  and  portcs 
of  Devon  ami  Cornwall." 


if!  ,' 


III.  Insurance  Policy  on 

Newfoundland  Fish  in  1604. 

An  Asmuhasok. 

"  In  the  name  of  God  A  men.  He  it  known 
unto  all  men  by  theis  prescntes  that  A.  J.  of 
L(  iidon  Merchftiinte  and  (.'onipany  doe  make 
assurance  and  cause  themselves  anil  eiiery  of 
tli.Mii  to  be  assured  Losteornot  Losie,  knowne 
or  not  knowne,  from  the  newe  foiinde  Land 
to  Toiilone  and  Marcelleze  uppon  fishe  already 
Lideii  or  to  be  Laden  in  the  jjooil  shippe 
called  the  HopftrvU  cf  London  of  the  burthen 
o'  lUO  tonnes  or  thereaboutes  whereof  is 
Master  under  God  in  this  presente  voyajro 
li.  G.  or  whosoener  els  shall  (?oe  for  Master 
ii  the  said  shippe  or  by  whatsoeuer  other 
iiame  or  names  the  same  shippe  or  the  .Mr 
thereof  is  or  shalbc  named  or  called.  Hi-gin- 
iiinpc  the  adventure  from  the  day  and  hower 
')f  the  lading  of  the  said  Fishe  ahoorde  the 
■laid  shippe  in  the  newe  found  land  aforesaid 
and  so  shall  continewu  and  endure  untill 
suche  time  as  the  same  shippe  with  the  same 
fishe  slialbe  ariiied  at  Tonlone  and  Marcelleze 
and  the  same  their  dischardged  and  laid  on 
Land  in  <;ooil  safetye.  Touchinjj  the  adven- 
tures and  perilles  which  wee  the  assurers 
hereafter  named  are  contented  to  beare  and 
doe  faithfully  promise,  by  theis  pieseutes,  to 
take  iippon  us  in  this  presente  voyage,  arc  of 
the  .Seas  men  of  warre,  Fier,  Kneinies,  riratey. 
Hollers,  Theeves,  .lettesons,  Letters  of  Mark 
and  counter  Mark,  forrestes,  Hestraintes,  and 
detaynements  of  kinjjcs  and  princes  and  of 
all  other  persons,  barratrye  of  the  Master  and 
Marriners  of  all  other  |)crilles,  Losses  and 
misfortunes  whatsoeuer  they  he,  or  howsoeuer 
the  same  at  any  time  before  the  date  hereof 
haue  chaunced  or  hereafter  shall  happen  or 
come  to  the  hurte  defriinent  or  damage  of  the 
said  Fishe  or  of  any  parte  or  parcell  thereof. 
Although  newes  of  any  Losse  hath  alreadie 
come  or  by  the  coinpntacioii  of  one  League 
or  three  Knglishe  Miles  to  one  bower  might 
haue  come  to  London  before  the  subscribing 
hereof,  any  order,  Custome,  or  usage  hcreln- 
fore  had  or  madv  in  Liimburd  sfreiic  or  nowe 
within  the  Hoyall  Exchange  in  London  to 
the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 
And  that  in  case  of  any  misfortunes,  it  fliall 
and  may  be  Laufull  to  the  assured,  their 
factors,  servauntes  or  assignes  or  to  anj'  of 
them  to  serve,  Labor,  and  traveil  for,  in  and 
aboute  the  defence,  safeguard,  and  recoiiery 
of  the  said  fishe  or  of  any  parte  or  parcell 
thereof  without  any  prejudice  to  this  assurance. 
To  the  charges  whereof,  wee  the  assurers  shall 
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conti'ihiife  orlie  one,  accordliij;  fo  the  rate  mid 
i|iiiiriti(ie  of  his  some  hi'n-iii  UHgiireil.  Vt  is 
to  Ik'  uiiilcrKtiiod  thiit  this  pn'sonte  wriliiiir 
and  itHsiiranoe  beini'  inudc  and  rc^'istrtd 
iiccordiiijr  to  thu  tjuccnos  Muji'sIv'n  nrdi'f 
niid  up|i()iiitineiit,  .shaihe  of  asniiuh  tlnruo, 
>livinjftii,  and  i  it'utc  as  the  hcst  and  iiKistc 
siiicHt  p(ilk;cy  ii.  writiiip'  of  assiiianch  whicli 
li:ith  Iici.'iu-  flier  hcrtot'orc  used  to  W  tiiadc, 
liDsto  or  not  Losti',  Knownc-  (H'  not  knowriu  in 
the  foresaid  streete  jr  Kovall  ICxcliunKe  in 
l.oii(h)n.  And  so  we  the  assurerc  iiie  eonleiited 
mid  doe  [)roinise  mid  hinde  ourselves  and 
entry  of  ns,  our  heires,  executors  and  gooih'S 
liy  theis  presentcs  to  tlie  aasiirede,  tiieir 
lOxecntorf",  Adniinixiratois  and  assigiies  for 
the  triK!  perfornianei!  of  the  preiuis.-es,  Suh- 
tnittinHf  ourselves,  as  well  the  assniede  as  the 
assurers  to  the  order,  detfrniinaeion  and 
ju<lf.'inent  of  siielie  Merchants  as  nowe  he,  or 
hearealiir  idialhe  sworiie  and  auctliorised  by 
the  Lil  Maier  of  this  Citlie  of  London  for  the 
time  beiiifr  for  the  di'cidiii;,'  and  endin;,'  of 
eauses  of  assmanees,  eonfessin<f  onr  selves 
fully  satislied,  I'ontented  and  paid  of  and  for 
the  eoiiHideracioii  dewe  to  us  for  this  assurance 
hy  tlicis  |)rcsi>ntcs  at  the  haiidcs  (pf  A.  J.  after 
the  rati'  of  Seaven  per  Cciitn.  And  in  testi- 
mony of  the  truth,  wee  tlie  assurers  haiie 
heremito  severally  sulisiiilicd  onr  names  and 
somes  of  money  iissuiiil  yeoveii  in  the  oHice 
of  assurance  within  the  Itoiall  Ivxchange  in 
London.     .'J.  ().  UiOI. 

"  U.  C.  V.  K." 

{Fidiii  tt  I'llirorlh  .\rs.  Ill/  iiiTiiiis.^iiiii  iij  t/tr 
liiflht  IJdii.  Lvnl  J.irijiijivld.) 

The  ahove  is  the  oldest  known  rcord  of 
Fnjrlish  marine  insurance,  the  earliest  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  .^blrtin  is  in  l(il:t.  The  Act  re- 
ferred to  was  passed  in  KiOI  to  create  a  eouit 
to  settle  underwriters'  disputes  anil  rcfrnlate 
assurancing,  which   the  Act   recites  had   been 


"  tynio  nut  of  inynde  nn  iiNiia^e  ainon^ste 
"  merchants  of  this  realnie  and  forrainc 
"  naeyons." 

The  rates  varied.  About  l.'itil)  !^ir  Thomas 
(inslimn  paid  live  per  cent,  lor  ii  cai'i;o  of 
warlike  material  from  llambiir^'li  to  London, 
iiisiirinf;  to  half  the  \aliie.  The  above  insur- 
ance was  at  seven  per  cent.,  but  the  follow  iiii; 
entry  shows  that  the  rale  fell  as  low  as  four 
per  cent,  under  ihe  tirm  bnei;,'n  jiolicy  of 
( 'romwell  : — 

llirtlioline  Laine   Id  Oct.    'ii.")l   Tho. 

fill  Newfound-       (iriMllh  fioni 

land.  .Newfoumlhiiid  to 

Naples     in      the 

.Xii/ilin  Miiihiiiii 

V    at  4  per  c'.       -    I   01)  III) 

(  Uilii  hiiMiii  .1/ S'.,  /iiiilli  iiiii   I. ill.) 


Whilst  the  owners  of  sack  shijis  from 
Londciii  .ind  the  hir>;ir  ports  used  the  above 
comparatively  inodcrii  method  of  payini; 
premiums  aixainsl  loss,  it  seems  likely  that  the 
niiich  more  primitive  form  of  lioltninry  was 
employed  by  the  West  I'oinilryiiien  in  the 
tishin^f  trade.  This  system  is  th  lUfibf  to  have 
been  in  use  amon^'st  the  I'lueiiiciaiis,  and 
is  referred  to  in  the  Ilaiisealic  articles  at 
Wisby  about  liiiio,  and  ^^a^  hij.'lily  developed 
at  liriifies  in  the  XI \'.  century.  Instead  of 
payiiij;  a  pieinium,  the  ship  owner  mvind  a 
sum  of  money  by  way  of  inorl;.'ajic  upon  the 
hull  or  Imtliiiii  of  the  ship  ;  if  she  was  lost  the 
mortfragor  forfeited  all  his  advance,  but  \slii-n 
she  returned  safely  he  received  buck  his 
capital  with  an  additional  bonus.  Kottnmiy 
is  fre(|iieiitly  mentioned  in  connection  witli 
our  trade  liuriiifr  the  .W'll.  century.  Iii- 
snraiipe  frainis  were  very  common  even  in 
the  fourteenth  century.  (For  fuller  informa- 
tion, see  Mr.  F.  .NLvutin'b  Hisloiij  of 
Lloyd's.) 
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1003. — >rnrtfn  Fnnjj's  voTage  fo  New  Eiigliiud  from  nrisfol. 

KiOI. — Insnraiit'L' on  i\  freight  of  Newfoundland  fish  at  seven  per  cunt. 

1005. — Two  hundred  nnd  fifty  Eiifilish  uliips  in  XewfouniUand  iiccording  to  Sir  J.  Child  ; 
ti«h  Mold  at  S.v.  per  100.     Henry  Hudson's  third  ioyajjo. 

1008. — Foundation  of  Guy's  Company. 

KiOi). — Sir  (icorije  Somers  and  others  wreeked  at  Jlermuda. 

1610. — Charter  to  Lord  Hiicon  iiiul  others  j  instructions  to  Guy  ;  arrival  of  Guy  at  Cupi<!s 
witli  colonists,  &c.  ;  huilf  "  Sea  Forest  "  hruse.  llaudoin  rejiorts  a  man  heinjr 
hoin  at  Ilarhour  (irace  tliis  year  who  was  alive  ahout  Ki'.t?.  The  Newfoundland 
caleii  at  tiiis  period  valued  hy  Mr.  W.  .Monson  at  X  100,000. 

Ifill, —  Guy  wiltes  to  Slaney  in  May  from  Caper's  Cove;  proclaimed  laws;  returns  to 
Kiifiland. 

IGli. —  I'cter  Faston,  |)irate,  in  Newfoundland.  Guy  returns  to  Ncwfoundlanil  with  the 
Kev.  KrasMius  ISfiiurton  ;  writes  to  Fugland  in  July  ;  attempts  to  trade  with  tlu,' 
Meothics.  Don  I'edro  do  Cunega  advising  King  of  Spain  to  de?troy  Fngli^h 
colonies  in  America. 

l(il.3. — Colston's  letter,  announces  liirth  of  a  hoy  on  March  'JTth.  Guy  ahandona  New- 
fomidlanil,  leaving  William  Colston  in  charge  of  the  Colony. 

1G14. — Captain  .lohn  Smith's  voyage  to  New  Kngland.  W'hithourne  meets  the  iirivatecr 
Sir  lh')irij  Mdiiiiiuuiuij  with  five  shi])s  in  St.  .lolm's.  Complaint  of  French 
Amhassador  to  dames  J,  about  injuries  done  to  Frenclnnen  in  Canada,  &c. 

lOI"). — Whitliourne  holds  Vice-Admiralty  Comt.  Captain, John  Mason,  1{.N.,  Governor  of 
Guy's  Plantation. 

1016. — Si)'  William  A'aughan  purchases  part  of  Guy's  Grant.  Letter  from  Dermer,  datid 
Caper's  Cove,  !Mh  Se))tember.  Damage  to  fishermeu  iu  Newfoundland  hy 
Fleiuish  an<l  Fnglish  pirates  to  tlie  extent  of  ;til,700. 

-First   colonists  sent  to  Vanghau's  Colony  at  Trepassey.    Letter  from  Mason  to 
Scott.     Mason's  map  made. 


1617.- 
1618.- 


-Whithonrne  sent  out  to  Vaughan's  Colony  at  Trepassey.  Colony  of  Hristol's  Hope 
founded  at  Harhour  Grace.  Death  of  Raleigh.  I'lunder  of  \\'hitl)ourne's  ships 
hy  Haleigh's  captains  on  return  voyage.  Petition  of  the  Western  Ports  against 
the  Planters,  &c.  Squantuni  taktn  to  Cii])id's  where  he  meets  Dermer. 
Ordinance  for  .Tersey  rectifying  the  abuse  of  taking  powder  for  ships  sailing  to 
Jsewfouudland  to  re-sell  there. 

1019.— Great  fire  in  Conception  Pay;  5,C00  acres  burnt  maliciously  by  the  fishermen. 
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IC'JO. — (IriMt  (listmhiinccs  in  St.  .lolu'  Vtty  lliirhoiir,  Iti'twi-i-ii  K.ii),-li>li  utnl  l'(irtii^'iir!'i', 
( 'iMiiiiiis<.iiiii  Id  Mii-xiii  ti>  diki'  ii|i  >lii|is  to  Mipiiri'^s  jiirai'v.  l.iiiiilni},M)t  rilgriiii 
{''iiilii'i'M.     I'lililiciilioii  of  .Miisoir>  l)i)ok  oil  Nt'ivloiiiiillaiiil. 

IGJl. — Coll  III  V  foiiiiiK'il  liy  Ilii'iiiiioie  i  twelve  iiu'ii  ciiiiir  out  wiiti  ('ii|iiii'ii  Wyiiiii',  (iovcriior. 
S;iM'  Miill  aiiil;:il.st  iiiill  lit  (.MiirkcV  ItciU'li  iliiiiiii;.'('il  liy  lislu  rinrii.  .\lii>oii  it  avis 
Ncuroiiiiilliiiiil.  .lacolisfii's  iiiii|i  ct'  NitMt'oiiiiiliiiiiil.  Aut  loi  I'rei'i'  (i.iliing  in 
Ni'wroiiiKllaiitl  mill  Vir^iiiiu  tliiowii  out, 

1622. — W'^iiiii'V  am)  I'ow.ll's  KitiTii  of  '.'xtli  July  to  llaltimori' :  f'liitlitr  Iciti'iN  from 
U'yiiiii-  Mini  "  \V.  II  "  to  Italtiiiiori.'  in  Aii^^ust.  (iicat  liufsl  (ire  luar  Ki  rr\  l.iiid 
iioiici-il  liy  "  \V.  II.,"  who  iiiaili'  a  ^pnrliiii;  t'Xriii>  on  inlainl  I'lililicilimi  of 
\Vliiili(mriii''s  liiiok  on  Ni  wlouinllami.  Sir  VVilliaiii  AloxaiiiltT's  Nova  Si^oliii 
colonists  wintir  in  Ncttrouiiiilaml. 

lOi.'J. —  First  iiccouiit  of  caitio  of  tisli  sent  from  Xowfoiinillainl  to  Vir;,'Iiiia.  Halliiiiorf's 
charter.  I<iir  I  F.ilklanil's  ailvcrtisc  luiit  j;ives  4ilO  i'VeneJi,  llisc  lyaiis,  ami 
I'ortufiuesc,  anil  2'iH  Kiii;iisii  in  Newfouinlland  ;  Kiii:li>li  catch  v.ilncil  at 
':iau,iM,ii;  li»!i  s.lliii^r  at  ei  |iur  1,0. )i),  itiil  oil  at  CU  per  tun  ;  silt  costing  JUi/, 
jicr  bushel.     Two  nicn-ol'-war  convoy  the  Kiij,'lish  licet. 


The    ejivly    pfivfc    of    tliis    reign    nifirks 
colonisation    period     in    Eii^fli.sh    l)isU)ry. 
iiliko    of    it^nionint    entliusiiism,    of   noble 
projects,  in  Eliziilieth'.s  rei«;n  luul  (.'oiin! 
to    noiijrlit :    neither     Engltind,     nor 
Fnince,  tit  the  liej^innin;^  of  the  Stntut 
period,  po.ssosHed  Ji  .sinjifle  settlement 
on     the     Americiin    continent.      The 
Calendar    of    St;ite     Ptipers    at     the 
lieginniiij^  of  this  century   is  full   of 
ap]dic!itions   from  all   sorts  and   con- 
ditions   of    advontnrer-«,    cliiiniing    to 
ho  the  fortunate  discoverers   of  new 
islands  and  territories,  teeniiiif^  with 
gold    and    valuable  commodities;  tiie 
ci!i/,e  of  the  seventeenth  century  was 
colonisation.    The  jiages  of  tlie  Records 
read  more  like  soiiie  fantastic  me<li;eval 
romance  than  the  dull  folios  of  otHcial 
papers.     From  this  period  dates  the 
foundation    of    our    great    American 
colonics  ;  the  creation  of  French  dominion 
New   Frnnce  and  Acadie.      In   1007   the 
first    settlement   in    Virginia,    at    Janies 
known  as  Northern  Vi'ginia,  was  Itrought 
voyages  of  GosnolJ,  Brereton,  and  Archer 


the    connneiieement    of    the 

All     the     grand    .schemes, 

aims,    find    of    statesmanliki' 


JAMi;.<  I. 
/■VwjH  (in  enijriiriiij  nftcv  Vionlyke. 

in  Aniei'ica  ;  the  formation  of 
London  Company  made  the 
Town.  New  Eng'and,  fiist 
into  notice  by  the  successful 
,   1002  ;  followed  by   Martin 
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Pring,  1008  ;  Weymouth,  1005  ;  Popham  and  Rfileio^li  Gilbert's  settlement 
at  the  mouth  of  tlie  Konncboc,  1007;  and  the  celobratcd  Captain  John 
Smith's  adventmv  in  1014. 

The  result  of  all  these  voyai^es  was  the   establishment  of  a  Iar<;e 
English  trade  and  fishery  on  the  New  Enj^lund  coast,  carried  on   l)y 

London  and  Devonshire  adven- 
turers in  the  same  maimer,  but 
on  a  much  smaller  scale  than  the 
Newfoumlland  trade  iind  fisheiy, 
which  was  then  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Eno-lish,  ami  em- 
ployed two  hundred  and  fifty 
shi|»s  and  over  ten  thousand  men. 
It  cannot  be  doubted  that  it  was 
the  great  success  of  the  English 
in  Newfoundland  that  tended  to 
encourajre  fresh  enter^lri^e  in  the 
same  dirciction  on  the  North 
American  continent.^ 

These  English  plantations 
wore  watelied  with  jealous  ej'e 
l>y  the  Spaniards.  Foreigiiers, 
and  especially  Frenchmen,  always 
endeavour  to  i^ain  an  advantage 
over  England  when  the  country 
is  under  a  weak  sovereign  and  a  vacillating  miuistiy.  It  was  to  please 
the  king  of  Sj^ain  that  Raleigh  was  executed,  and  the  plan  of  his  last 
expedition  betrayed.  Though  huiinliated  and  iieaten,  Spain  still  with 
proud  persistence  claimed  all  that  had  been  given  to  her  by  the  Bull  of 


CArTMX   SMITir. 
Frniii  liix  Hi.sfiiri/  af  Virfiiiiiii,  i(uO. 


'  \('w  Enpliin<li'rs  =lwwe(l  great  jenloiisy 
of  Nt'wfoiiiulliind.  (iosiiold  says  of  Cape 
t'od,  Avliiili  lie  first  iiaiiu'il,  "  Siiivly  I  am 
persuaiicd  tliat  in  the  inontlis  (if  ^far(■ll, 
Apiii,  and  May,  tlicre  is  iipdii  tlic  coast 
lifttcr  fisliiiifr,  and  in  as  {jrcat  plenty,  as  in 
Newfoundland."  .  .  .  Hii'ieton  incdicts, 
"  For  as  nnirh  as  mcicliants  nii'  diliirt'nt 
iiKpiisitdis  after  f;iiiiis,  tluv  will  soon  re- 
move tlieir  trade  from  Xewfoiindland  to  New 
Kngland." 

In  Kidj  James  Hosier  writes  of  Way- 
nioiitli's  adventure,  "  Would  wiir-ant  (h\  the 
help  of  (iod)  ill  a  short  voyajie,  with  a  few 
Cood  fishers,  to  make  a  more  ]irotital)li' 
return  from  lieiu'e  [New  Kn<rland]  tliau 
from  Nowfoundlinid,  the  Hsh  heing  so  mueli 
greater,  l)etter  fed,  ami  ahuiidunoe  with 
train  [large  livers  for  more  oil]." 

The  most  spiteful  of  all  our  detractors, 


.iiid  the  most  jealous  of  Newfoundland's 
sueeess,  is  the  great  eeeeutrie  Cajitain  John 
>>mitli  ;  he  wrilis: — "If  Newfoumlland  doth 
yearly  freight  near  800  sail  of  ships,  with  il 
•iilly,  lean,  skinny  iioor-john  and  eoor  tisli, 
an(l  those  who  ailventiire  there  ean  gain 
tlio'  they  draw  meat,  drink,  and  elothes, 
ami  all  their  necessary  gi'ar  and  outfits, 
from  second,  third,  fourth,  or  fifth  hand, 
ami  from  so  iiumy  parts  of  the  world,  ere 
they  come  together  to  he  used  in  the 
voyage,  an<l  if  llollande,  I'ortugall,  Spainard, 
French,  or  other,  do  much  hettcr  thiin  they, 
why  douht  of  success  in  going  to  New 
Knglaml,  where  (here  is  victual  to  feed  lis, 
woo<l  of  all  sorts  to  luiild  hoats,  ships,  or 
Iiaripies,  the  fish  at  our  doors,  pitch,  tar, 
masts,  and  yards."  All  ihese  fine  argntneuts 
did  iiot  stop  the  NewfuuudlaDd  trade. 


SPANISH  orrosiTiON. 
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Donation  ;  Bermi;<la,^  Virjrinia,  and  Newfoundland  slio  maintained  rifflitly 
belonwd  to  licr.  In  1G12  we  find  Don  Pedro  dc  Cunoiia  a<lvisin<'-  the 
King  of  Spain  ;— 

"It  will  n()wb(i  an  oiisy  maiter  to  T-cmove  those  ]ieo|ilo  from  ^'irginiii  [ho  was 
well  awai-e  of  tho  woak  state  of  the  New  Colony],  and  now  will  be  to  the  imrposo 
to  pnnish  thorn,  for  they  boldly  attemjjt  further  plantations,  having  already  begun 
another  in  Terra  Xova.'' 

"[March  In,  same  year.]  Furtliev  c'oni])laints  from  Spain  about  Virginia. 
The  ainbaK.sador  says  may  prove  of  so  luuch  inconvenience  to  the  King  of  Spain." - 

"  161;?.  Further  hot  dispute  with  Spain  about  Kiigland's  rights  to  Bermuda  ami 
Yirgiiiia." 

Tlie  landing  of  tlio 
Pilgrim  Fathers  in  New 
England  in  1()2()  has  Ijeon 
so  idt'alisL'd,  so  woven  round 
with  poetry  and  fancy,  that 
it  almost  savours  of  sacri- 
lege to  dwell  upon  its  plain 
pi'osaic  aspect,  a  fishing 
adventure  cond>ine(l  with  a 
colonisation  sc'  -me. 

The  Puritan  element  is 
to-day  the  hackhone  of 
much  that  works  for  good 
in  America,  both  p(jliti- 
cally  and  morally.  New 
England  was  colonised  by 
a  ]Hire,  unmixed  race  of 
Englishmen,     mostly    from 

East  Aiiglia  :  the  same  stock  that  carried  out  the  great  English 
revolution,  ruled  the  n(nv  Colony.  These  sober,  self-reliant,  deeply 
religious  settlei's  were  led  and  ruled  by  the  same  class  that  charged  a' 
Marston  jMoor,  and  gave  P^ngland  freedom. 

To  the  Piu'itan  party  is  mainly  due  modern  English  Parliamentary 
Government.     In  the  new  world  they  achieved  almost  a  greater  result ; 


iii.i!\iniA. 
Frinii  Siiii/li'D  I'irniiiia,  tOjii 


'  In  1609,  July  28tli,  tlio  Sea  Venture, 
with  Sir  (!ei).  Soniors,  Sii  Thomas  Gati's,  mid 
Captiiin  Newport  on  their  way  to  N'irjjiniii, 
was  wrecked  on  .he  lUrmtidas.  Tlicy  took 
possession  of  tlic  Islands  for  the  English 
Ci'ovii.  Tliey  were  divided  and  settled  in  an 
orderly  manner,  and  have  a  eontinued  and 
very  interesting  history  I'rom  tliat  date. 
Tlivir  early  annals  do  not  coneern  oar  history 
save  that  uie  object  and  destination  of  every 
runaway  from  the  I'luntations  both  iu   Vir- 


ginia and  its  dependeney  r!eranida  was  to 
reiieh  Xewt'oundlaud.  Thesi'  Islands  were 
originally  discovered  liy  Hennndez,  a  Spanish 
('ii|itain,  in  his  vessel  La  tiitvza — "The 
heron."  The  Spaniards  ealled  the  Islaiali 
"  I.a  Garza,"  the  ICnglish  Kinietinies  "  The 
Soinei's  Islands  "  after  the  gallant  Sir  George, 
hut  hindly  the  old  euphoidoiis  Spanish  name 
of  Herinndii.  liecame  the  permanent  designation 
of  these  lieiiatiful  islands. 
"  Records. 
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as  clciir-lieadwl,  practical  Eiio-li.shinon,  tliey  inlierited  tlio  national  <;-i'niiis 
for  ^ovonnnont.  Tlioy  laid  the  keel  of  the  constitution  of  tlio  United 
States  in  the  compact,  wi-itten  in  a  cral)l)ed  liand  idioard  the  May- 
Jl'nver,  with  a  boldness  and  cunninjf  woi'thy  of  the  jirogenitors  of  tlie 
Yankees ;  they  maintained  an  absolutely  f''ee  Republican  Government 
ai^ainst  all  the  English  sovereigns,  and  developed  a  great  English 
colonisation,  which  has  outstripped  every  other  attempt  of  the  kiiid, 
ancient  or  modern. 

The  American  historian,  especially  a  New  England  writer,  dwells  on 
this  marvellous  story  with  pardonable  pride ;  he  expatiates  on  the 
spiritual  and  moral  aspect  of  the  Pilgrims  and  their  genius  for  govern- 
ment, but,  like  his  English  prototype,  he  ignores  altogether  the  plain, 
simple  fact  proved  by  the  clearest  evidence,  that  his  anc-estors,  mostly 
humble,  God  fearing  people,  came  to  Xcw  England  to  earn  their  living  by 
fishing :  and  whilst  their  great  political  success  was  chieHy  due  to  the 
circumstance  that  the  best  settlers,  gentlemen  like  Winthrop,  governed, 
their  unexampled  material  prosperity  was  laid  in  the  tishtrry.  Great 
C'ounnercial  nations  have  everywhere,  in  the  hi.stoiy  of  ti.e  Avorld,  risen 
from  the  same  humble  foundati(jn,  witness  Carthage,  Venice,  Holland, 
England ;  and  clearly  and  directly  New  England's  connn.erce,  and  her 
great  maritime  prosperity,  which,  at  one  time,  b;<l  fair  to  outstrip 
England,  was  primarily  due  to  her  tishing  and  whaling.^ 

The  lustory  of  these  great  North- East ei'u  States  is  closely  inter- 
woven with  our  own  ;  the  early  intercourse  between  the  two  depen- 
dencies   had    innnenso    influence    on    Newfoundland,   and,    to    clearly 


'  In  udditidii  to  tlu'  oiitries  in  the  Koooid.-- 
niiicli  iiitoriiiatiiin  on  tliis  .MiUjcot  i>s  to  bo 
(It'iivi'il  Irom  !i  niniilxT  of  works  on  Xcw 
Kn^liiiid, Imt  rliiutly  from  tlio  iidniinililo  iv|ioit 
of  I.oniizo  Siiliino.  liosidos  f  ho  evidence  irivdi 
in  Winslow's  niiiT!iti\o  iibont  tlio  intorviow 
\vith  KiiifT  Jiuiics  I.  wo  luivo  the  faot  that 
Jvow  England  liofoio  Kl'Jii  was  cliioHy  Un'^vn 
as  a  fTood  ti>hiiij;  eountrv.  In  Itotz's  map, 
pivsfiitod  to  Il.nrv  VIII.,  1.">I-'  (|).  ;!4),  tlio 
soa  foiitli  of  Xowl'oiindland  is  failed  "  the 
Xewfoundlando  whore  i:itii  go  a  fishii  j;." 
Cio-inold's  and  Smith's  histories  refer  l)rin- 
eii)ally  to  this  industry.  Weston,  one  of 
the  chief  K,  -xiorters  of  the  I'ilgrims,  advised 
them  to  settle  near  (/ape  fod  for  tishinjj. 
Their  erazv  hark  the  Spifdwcll  was  houirlit 
for  that  puiposo. 

Captain  John  Smith  savs  : — "At  last, 
njion  these  indnei-ments  [fishing]  some 
well  disposed  lironnists  [a  name  for  the 
I'ilgrinisj  as  they  are  tearnied  with  some 
ji'entlemen    and    "nerehants    of    Layden    and 


to  see  their  owne  error;  for  sueli  humorists 
will  never  heleeve  well  till  they  bee  beaten 
with  their  owne  rod." 

In  the  next  chapters  he  refers  to  their 


they 
they 
have 


Amsterdam,    t( 
th 


eir   own  eonehisions,   tho     Milh 


I'harife 
th( 


s,     would     try 
ilh 


'teat   loss 


and  niiieh   miserie,  till  lime  hail  taught  them 


prosperous  eonilition  (1(124).  "Since 
have  made  a  salt  »>>rke  wherchy 
prescrye  all  the  fish  th 'y  take,  they 
fiaughted  this  yeeiv  a  shiji  of  ISO  tons," 
'I'he  reciirds  show  tiieir  sojourn  at  tape  Cod. 
'I'he  "Shoal  Hope,"  of  (iosnold,  was  fin' 
fishin<i.  After  they  had  held  a  solemn  con- 
sultation respeetinir  their  tinal  settlement, 
some  were  disiiosed  to  sideet  C<dd  Harbour, 
because  it  olVere<l  some  advantages  for  whah- 
and  coil  fishing.  ( )thers  insisted  they  should 
prcx'ecd  to  Agwam  (now  Ipswich),  a  harbour 
whi<'h  was  known  to  fishennen  who  had  been 
on  the  coast.  In  \i]'2')  the  Cohuiy  di'spatched 
two  yi'sscls  with  ti>li  and  furs;  one  wiis 
eapturiMl  by  Tnikish  pirates  cdf  the  Knglish 
Coast.  In  Itj'JH  they  were  sidling  fish  and 
corn  to  the  Dutch  at  New  York  ;  by  KM:* 
they  wore  shipping  fish  to  Malaga,  and  in 
IClV)  their  first  vessel  visited  liay  Hulls  to 
fish  and  trade. 
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understand  our  history,  it  is  absolutely  nocessiuy  to  coniprohend 
theirs.  Tlie  New  En<;'lander  of  to-day  is  the  strongest  advocate  of 
temperance  and  abolition ;  his  Puritan  ancestors  were  just  as  loud  in 
their  claim  to  export  free  rum  to  Newfonmlland,  to  send  their  refuse  Hsh 
to  the  West  Indian  negroes,  to  suuiggle,  and  defy  the  British  navigation 
laws,  to  trade  with  this  ancient  colony,  notwithstanding  all  restrictions, 
and  to  steal  the  Devonshire  men's  servants.  This  last  point  will  probably 
be  denied  by  American  histoi'ians,  but  the  fact  is  too  clearly  proved  by 
official  documents,  of  which  space  only  allows  me  to  quote  a  few. 

The  seiond  pei'iod  of  our  colonial  annals  connnences  with  the  reign 
of  James  I.  of  England  and  VI.  of  Scotland.  In  studying  this  period  of 
English  history,  all  feel  more  or  ie-^s  the  glamour  of  the  Stuarts;  the. 
beautiful  Queen  of  Scots  has  to  this  dny  votaries  from  all  lands,  and 
ardent  and  enthusiastic  souls  are  still  the  champions  and  defenders  of 
King  Charles  the  Maityr.  The  subtle,  all-pervading  influences  of  art 
and  poetry  have  shed  such  a  halo  of  glory  around  these  unfortunate 
sovereigns,  that  neither  the  haid  logic  of  facts,  nor  time,  nor  reason, 
have  been  able  to  deaden  or  destroy  the  almo.^t  univa^rsal  sympathy  for 
this  picturescjue  dynasty.  Even  for  the  slobbering,  shuffling,  uncouth 
pedant,  with  his  niiniele>s  vices,  the  first  English  Stuart^  "  the  most 
sagacious,  high,  and  nughty  Prince  Jame>^,"  there  is  still  some  sympathy. 
In  his  policy  to  Newfoundland  he  appears,  at  first  sight,  in  a  favourable 
light;  he  was  guided,  in  the  early  years  of  his  reign,  by  Elizabeth's 
miidster,  Cecil,  Lord  Salisbury,  and  liis  colonial  policy  was  the  liberal 
juid  enlightened  policy  of  his  great  predecessor ;  his  advances  to  Guj-'s 
associates  were  libei'al,  and  in  markeil  contrast  to  his  tyrannical  and 
tieai-herous  dealings  with  the  Vii-giiiia  Company.  James,  the  pupil  of 
the  great  schnlai',  George  Buclianan,  had  undoubtedly  a  love  of  learning; 
his  lifedong  friendship  and  strong  attachment  to  his  great  chancellor, 
Bacon,'  is  one  of  the  redeenung  features  of  his  reign.  The  illustrious 
English  philosopher  is  known  to  us  by  his  glorious  wcn-ks,  to  his 
contemporaries  his  cl.ief  charactt'ristic  was  eloipience  ,  this  is  the  theme 
of  "rare  Ben  Jonson's "  discourse  on   him.     How  cuuld  a  vain  pedant 


'  Lord  C'liHl'Collor  in  tlio  rci<rii  of  Jninos  I., 
tlie  father  of  Kiifrlish  |)liilosi>pliy,  whose 
ri'|iiitiiti(m  is  woild  wiili',  took  a  lU't'))  iiitt'ivst 
ill  cohinisafioii  sohcnios ;  hi'  wrote  his 
eelel)rati'(l  I-lssay  on  IMaiitations  to  fiiitlicr  thi> 
scttU'inents  in  Aiiiciioa;  he  showed  spceial 
mtcfest  111  CJiiy's  I'hintatioii  by  heeoiiiiiif;  a 
sliaivlioMer  iiiid  suliseiilier  to  tlie  eoiii]iaiiy. 
On  no  siihject  does  the  genius  of  Hacon  show 
to  fficaU'i'  advantajje  than  in  his  Kssay  on 
IMaiitations  ;  one  passafie  alone  proves  iiow 
far  he  was  ahead  of  the  age  of  monopolies  iu 


which  lie  lived; — "  lift  there  be  freedom 
from  eustoius  till  the  lihiiitation  be  of 
streiifith,  and  not  only  freednm  from  eiistoin, 
but  fieedoiii  to  carry  tlk'ir  eoiniiiodities  where 
they  may  make  tlu'  best  of  them,  except 
there  be  some  special  cause  of  caution." 
Hacon,  like  IJaieifrh,  preached  even  then 
the  dcictrine  of  free  trade.  Hacon  sfronj,''ly 
ailvocated  settlement  in  the  (Jolony,  and 
described  in  his  elcfrant  and  ulowiiij;-  laii- 
HuajiC  tlie  inestimable  value  of  our  lisheries 
to  Kiifrlaiid. 
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like  James  resist  the  adroit  flattery,  the  eloquent  adulation,  of 
surh  a  sultjecb  as  Bacon  I  It  wa.s  entirely  due  to  the  (^reat  chancellor's 
influence  that  the  kins,'  ^aanted  the  advances  and  issued  the  charter 
to  Bacon  and  his  a;ssoeiate3  in  Guy's  Newfoundland  Colonisation 
Company. 

We  shall  And  that  all  the 
other  patents  jijranted  during 
this  reio-n  for  the  settlement  of 
colonies  were  given  to  the  Court 
party,  personal  friends  of  the 
monarch.  Both  Sir  William 
Viuv^han  and  his  lirother,  Lonl 
Cnrherry,  were  great  allies  ami 
supporters  of  the  kiiig's  political 
views.  The  first  Lonl  Falkland 
was  his  ileputy  in  Ireland,  an 
honoui'alije  and  enlightened  man, 
and,  strange  to  relate,  a  friend 
of  James'.  Eternal  disgrace 
rests  u])(in  our  colonisers.  Bacon 
and  Baltimore.  Bacon — "  the 
greatest,  wisest,  meanest  of  man- 
kind," the  la.st  English  .statesman 
to  use  the  rack  and  to  pervert 
justice,  —  to  please  his  master 
used  all  his  great  influence  and  genius  against  English  liberty  and 
parliamentaiy  government,  to  further  the  divine  right  and  alj.solute 
authority  of  the  king.  Baltinn  re — in  private  life  an  amiable,  enlightened 
mim,  a  sincere  and  honest  Catholic — earned  his  sovereign's  gratitude  in 
the  Spanish  niaiTiage  ([Uestion,  and  as  a  parliamentary  tool  to  bribe, 
bully,  and  ai-gue  in  the  Hou.se  against  the  great  Coke  and  the  noble 
band  of  patriots  who  strove  to  give  England  a  free  Parliament. 


t'l-DIII  III!  fill  t'fflf'lit. 


Soon  after  the  accession  of  James  the  eai'ly  cha^  ac  period  of  our 
history  comes  to  an  end.  England  began  at  last  to  give  more  attention 
to  her  ancient  Culony.  A  rude  attempt  was  niade  to  gixcrn  and  settle 
the  island  by  nu-ans  of  a  Royal  chartered  company,  like  the  East 
African  schemes  of  our  own  day.  This  was  part  of  the  policy  of 
Elizabeth :  Bacon,  Peckham,  CJiiy,  Falkland,  and  Baltimore  were  all 
biniply  adopting  the  projects  of  Raleigh  and  Gilbert.  I  have  called  this 
period,  1010  to  1711,  the  Ashing  admiral  period,  sim[ily  becau.se  of  the 
baneful  rule  of  these  ignorant  tyrants  under  the  sanction  of  the  Hou.e 
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Government ;  the  century  might  also  be  called  the  colonisation  period. 
Through  evil  re])ort  and  good  report,  amidst  the  fiercest  opposition 
from  the  Devonshire  ship  fishermen,  small  hands  of  settlers  had,  for 
years  before  Guy's  arrival,  been  settled  on  the  eastern  coast,  Itetween 
Cape  Race  and  C;ipe  Bonavista.  The  first  of  these  colonies  were  planted 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  8t.  John's,  and  gradually  extended  around 
Conception  Bay,  thence  north  to  Cape  Bonavista,  and  south  to 
Cape  Race. 

The  story  of  the  formation  of  Guy's  Colony,  called  by  the  founder 
"  Sea  forest  plantation,"  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  episodes  in  our 
earlv  annals  ;  as  there  is  no  detailed  information  aliout  it  in  anv  extant 
history  of  Newfoundland,  I  have  set  forth  all  the  facts  that  can  now 
bo  gathered  from  tlie  contemporar}'-  recoids.  Young  Alderman  John 
Guy  is  a  striking  personality,  shrewd,  pushing,  energetic,  and  full  of 
ambition.  The  company  consisted  of  most  of  the  men  of  light  and 
leading  in  James's  Court.  Bacon  was  undoubtedly  the  guiding  spirit 
in  the  enterprise,  whilst  Guy  and  Eoberrow  were  the  working 
u'.embers. 

We  find  the  same  individuals  who  were  in  Peckham  and  Gilbert's 
com])any  members  of  Guy's  association.  Tliey  had  become  so  im- 
poverished by  the  dismal  failure  of  Gilbert's  unfortunate  advejiture  and 
Raleigh's  colonisation   schemes,  that  when  John   Roberrow,  John   Guy, 

and  others,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittfe  to  confer  with  their  London 
associates,  they  decided  th;it  the 
scheme  was  quite  feasil)le,  and  Avould 
lie  profitablo  and  of  great  value  to 
the  kingdom,  Imt  a  portion  of  the 
charges  should  be  liorne  by  the 
Government.  As  far  as  we  can 
ascertain,  this  took  place  in  1607. 
Undoubtetlly  the  company  was  the 
outcome  of  the  various  projects  put 
ft)j-ward  by  Peckham  and  Algernon 
►Sidney  and  Carlyle,  who  were 
both  Walsingham's  sons-in-law.  It 
was  only  by  immense  Court  in- 
lluence  that  money  was  olttained 
from  the  (lovernment.  The  Stuarts 
as  a  dynasty  were  peieiniially 
impecunious,  and  it  took  three  yeari'  pleading  and  all  Bacon's  infiuence 
to    get    the    desired    subsidv:    it    must    have    been    considerable,    as 
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Mr.  Aldernnn  Guy  and  Iiis  slii'ewd  merclmnt  ass  )ciat?s  appear  to  have 
only  put  in  a  noniinnl  suin,  less  tluui  £100  cacli,  payable  in  five  yeai'ly 
instalments.  In  KilO  the  charter  to  Bacon  and  hi.s  associate.s  was 
issued  under  the  Great  Seal.'  This  instrument  is  very  full  and  com- 
l^rehensive,  it  is  a  far  more  practie d  and  statesmanlike  document  thin 
the  loose  grants  of  Elizabeth  ;  the  extent  of  territory  covered  by  the 
charter  is  detinel — fi'om  Cape  8t.  I\[ary'&  to  Cape  Bonavista.  The 
public   ri;.flit  to    tlie    fishery    is  specially   reserved.     Guy's  instructi(ms 

show  clearly  that  the 
charter  was  a  dishonest 
attempt  to  give  away 
to  Court  favourites 
land  occupied  and 
possessed  by  En^-lish- 
men  lon^  anterior  to 
the  gr;mt. 

After  obtaining  his 
title  deeds,  Guy  sailed 
fi'om  Bristol,  'Slixy 
1(110,  with  his  brother 
Philip,  his  brother- 
in-law  Colston,  and 
thirty-nine  ])ersons,  in 
three  ships.  From 
the  records  of  Bristol 
and  other  sour(.'es  wo 
are  able  to  give  a 
})retty  accurate  account  of  their  proceedings.  They  had  carefully  chosen 
the  site  for  their  new  colony.  Old  Newfoundland  traders  were  evidently 
connected  with  the  company,  and  all  their  arrangements  were  planned 
by  persons  wt'll  ac(juainted  with  the  trade.  There  remains  a  MS.- 
containing  the — 

"  IxsTiacTioxs  to  John  Guy  from  tlic  Associixtos  of  liis  Compmiy,  1010. 

■"  you  shall  furnish  yniirsolf  with  at  loiist  twelve  months  victufilles  with  mnni- 
,.'i  uiis  niul  with  all  niiinner  of  toolcs  ami  impl<;mcnta  [niul  you  shall  make  choice 
.  ;  vjj  "-kill  and  niaimall  arts  of  such  as  arc  to  go  Avith  you  that  you  shall  think 
'•..»  :*■■  -it  for  the  advancement  [of  the  colonic]. 

'  .'  ■•:   the  bcnolit  and  use  of  domestic  creatures  without  whom  not  onlic  any 
desolate  conntrie  but  also  a  [civilized  countriej  could  not  well  he  inhabited  we 

'   .S'/c  iijipcmlix  to  till;.  ctuiiitiT.  iiiciit  of   tlic  ])l!\nt:iti()ii ;  the  piipcr  lias  been 

*  1    WMS   t'lirtuiiiilc  cnoiifili   to    finrl   this  inntiiillv  liiuiit,    hut  the  priiicii.iil   imit  of   tlu! 

most   inti'iotinif  <h)  ■iiiiu'iit  — the   iii>ti  mlions  ooiuciits   have  lu'eii   iiK'servcil. —  ll.M.  MSS. 

from  Guv's    associate    ahout    the    nuiiiiiuc-  Ollii  /■,'.,  V]  1 1.  .O. 
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■would  have  j'on  tiiko  with  yoii  a  small  number  of  evrie  kind  of  them  male  and 
femnlo  water  and  1)1  liL'P  tliinsjn  noedrul  for  their  transportation  not  [placintj  tliera 
on  the  Bca  shoixv  hut  cither  hy  iKlands  or  necks  of  lands  between  ]3iiyt's  wliero 
together  with  the  caro  of  a  herdsman  Lhey  shall  escape  from  wild  beasts  and  so 
inereaso  and  mnltijilio  of  which  number  [wo  would]  not  have  anyone  killed  without 
gresit  and  nrtrcnt  cjinso. 

"  When  i*;  shall  ph'ase  God  to  send  you  and  your  Companio  into  the  Newfound- 
land Ave  wouhl  have  yen  make  choice  of  some  pi. ice  Avhich  you  shall  find  littcst 
within  the  limits  of  the  countr\'  assigned  unto  us  in  order  to  plant  our  said  colouie. 
The  Paye  of  (Jonccpsion  we  prefer  before  oth(>r  places  for  the  first  attempt. 

"  Upon  your  first  arrival  there  the  sooner  to  operate  our  patent  and  to  jirevent 
yo  murmuring  ',f  suspicious  and  jealous  persons  that  perhaps  will  not  [fail]  to 
spread  abroad  ihiil  Ibis  enteri)riy.e  wilbe  to  the  jirejudice  of  ye  ti  ;hormen  as  well 
of  our  nation  as  others.  AVe  do  honld  it  expedient  that  you  call  an  assemldy  of  all 
the  fishei-men  that  shall  be  nero  thereabouts  and  there  in  their  presence  openlie 
and  distinctlie  cause  to  be  read  the  grauiu  under  the  King's  Mnjesties  great  seal 
which  you  shall  ha\o  along  with  you,  that  by  tlio  tonour  of  it  they  may  bo 
satisfied  that  thoi-e  is  no  intent  of  depriving  tiiem  of  their  former  right  of  fishing 
which  being  done  yon  shall  ('cclare  in  the  presence  of  them  all  that  you  enter  upon 
that  place  to  take  actuall  sea/.in  and  ])ossession  (never  by  grace  and  assistance  of 
God  to  be  discontinued)  in  ye  name  of  the  whole  country  compreiieuded  within 
the  said  grant  to  the  use  of  us  and  our  associates  our  heirs  and  iis>i()ns  to  be 
holden  of  our  sovereign  Lord  the  King  by  the  rents  and  services  secured  by  the 
said  graunte  and  that  by  such  your  acte  the  King's  Majestic  of  England  is  actually 
invested  with  the  title  and  supreme  digiiitie  next  under  God  of  the  said  country. 

"  IIow  you  lire  to  spend  your  time  there  wo  need  not  particnhu'lie  [put]  you  in 
mind  of  being  in  good  hope  that  according  to  the  opinion  we  do  conceive  of  yon  all 
matters  shall  be  carei'iillie  providently  and  paynefuUie  ordered  and  that  there  shall 
be  no  wasting  of  the  vietnalles  nor  time  misspent  in  idleness  but  all  industrious 
courses  ])ractised  to  set  forward  the  (.'Uierprize  as  namelie  buildings  to  be  erected 
tor  habitation     .     . 

"  .  .  (text  burnt)  .  .  [With  the]  refui'uo  of  the  ships  after  the  fishing  is 
ended  all  fish  [which  you  have]  made  [and  shall]  not  need  for  your  own  use 
[rc]ceive  to  bo  trans]iorted  to  England  and  if  it  maybe  [bought.'']  you  may  also 
send  some  quantity  of  that  wine  wiiieh  you  ....  that  trial  may  be  nuide  of 
it  as  also  of  the  zansapMiilla  [to  see  if  it]  be  good  and  what  else  you  shnll  judge  fit 
to  be  sent. 

"  If  you  can  buy  any  train  [cod  oil]  for  eight  pounds  the  tonne  or  [thereabouts] 
we  would  have  you  to  dialc  for  it  for  the  use  of  the  Companie  and  charge  us  by 
exchange  for  the  payment  of  it  and  to  take  or  send  to  BiistoU  and  failing  thereof 
to  keep  it  in  your  warehouses  \intil  Ave  do  send  for  it  in  the  Avintcr  time  for  we 
doubt  not  that  ships  may  harbour  themselves  there  in  the  Avinter  in  Januarie  or 
Febru.irie  seeing  out  of  the  Grand  Bay  being  4  degrees  to  the  northward  it  is  a 
thing  yearly  experimented  that  ye  Biseainers  remain  until  December.  If  you  can 
buy  there  fiO.OOO  of  good  dry  fish  reasonable  you  may  likeAvise  do  it  and  charge  us 
ho  lie  by  excbaiijie  and  ])lace  it  in  our  warehouses  until  avc  send  a  bark  thither  to 
take  it  in  and  to  go  Avith  it  there  home  to  Spain  which  coming  there  ahme  may  sell 
better  than  that  Avldch  came  first  the  great  glut  marring  oftentimes  that  market. 

"  You  shall  as  soon  ns  may  be  conveniently  done  make  choice  and  bring  to  the 
seashore  a  ships  huling  of  masts  sparres  and  deal  boartls  to  be  in  a  roadines  to 
reload  any  sliip  that  sludl  happen  to  be  sent  unto  you  Avith  siilt  which  you  shall 
niiloade  and  lay  ii  in  your  warehouses  to  be  rcadie  there  for  our  use  to  b"  used  in 
fishing  or  to  be  sold  to  ye  lishermen.     By  employing  of  shipping  of  great  burd'U 
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tho  trndo  between  TJristoll  and  Newfoundland  may  Ijo  profitable.  We  are  in  good 
li()])cs  that  you  shall  find  sufficient  cargo  there  with  which  the  said  .ship  shall  bo 
reloaden. 

"  And  if  anj"  persons  omployeil  in  this  service  shall  bo  found  to  be  seditions 
mutinous  or  in  any  manner  unlit  you  shall  by  the  next  retui'ne  of  any  ship  from 
there  home  send  tliem  homo  to  bo  discharged  giving  advertisement  of  their 
behaviour. 

"  And  for  tho  succession  of  the  principal  or  liead  of  this  entcrprize  if  it.  should 
]ilj«ise  G-od  to  take  hitn  away  it  i^t  thought  meete  that  such  person  shall  a  icceed 
him  as  the  said  .folin  Gu_\  nhall  nominate  under  his  hand  writing  and  for  default 
thereof  tho  .succes.-<or  shalbe  there  unto  elected  by  most  of  votes  of  the  persors  that 
shall  survive  and  if  e(|Ual  votes  the  lot  to  bo  cast  whetiier  of  them  shalbe  preferred. 

"  And  we  would  have  you  to  assay  by  all  good  meanes  to  [capture]  one  of  the 
savages  of  the  country  and  to  intreate  [him  well  and]  to  keepe  him  and  teach  him 
our  language  that  you  may  after  obtayne  a  safe  and  free  commerce  with  them 
which  [are]  strong  there. 

"  "We  learne  that  there  is  found  there  and  no  question  [femes  ?]  whereby  may 
be  gathered  that  yf  workmen  experto  to  [make  glass  ?  were]  now  sent  with  you 
with  such  forraine  .siinplcs  as  the  mixture  of  mettall  requii'eth  you  might  presently 

rase  glase  to nevertheless  for  more  certaintic  we  now  forbear  onlio 

would  have  you  send  home  some  of  the  fearne  j.a.  kelpj  dryed  and  some  .  .  . 
[that]  it  may  be  considered  of. 

'•  Everj'  shi])  that  resorteth  thither  to  fishing  bringeth  with  them  [sawyers  ?] 
to  make  or  mend  their  fishing  boates  which  maj*  well  be  supplied  [by  you  with] 
pine  boai'ds  whereof  you  shall  have  plentie  when  ?  the  saw  is  set  up. 

"  Such  ashe.s  as  you  make  keep  and  send  to  Bristol!  thai  we  may  have  tryall  of 
them  and  that  thereby  it  may  be  tho  [better  proved]  whether  such  eope  ashes  as 
come  out  of  the  Sound  may  [not  be  sent  from]  there  home. 

"  And  to  tho  end  that  (!od  may  bless  this  attempt  with  happy  prospects  and 
success  j'ou  must  take  order  that  divine  service  be  ])ublicklie  [held]  and  attentive 
hcarkned  unto  and  that  you  joine  in  devout  prayers  to  God  that  the  worship 
of  him  may  not  be  neglected  that  pietie  and  charitie  and  sobrietio  may  dwell 
amongst  us  and  all  swearing  and  gamming  abolished. 

'■  ^'ou  must  not  forget  to  search  whether  there  be  any  trees  thereabouts  that 
will  all'ord  timber  to  make  caskc  and  bo  scrvicable  for  hoopes  we  have  heard  that 
pipes  liave  been  sometimes  made  of  pine  timber  and  for  hoopes  young  beach  will 
serve.  The  birch  there  being  large  and  great  as  yt  is  yecld  ?  for  a  neede  ?  stull'e 
for  caske  and  scing  it  is  most  certaine  that  oakes  are  in  some  places  of  this 
country  you  may  pei-adveniure  upon  search  light  upon  some  place  where  it  grow. 

"To  make  experience  of  the  nature  of  the  country  for  sheep  were  not  amis 
because  there  want  not  warme  and  iirtill  places  and  abundance  of  poules  thirigs 
most  requisite  for  that  kind  of  husbandrie. 

"  The  cherrie  trees  and  pcai-e  trees  and  filbcrd  trees  by  removing  and  grafting 
may  prove  as  good  and  as  large  as  ours  and  for  the  filbeids  though  they  are  small 
yot  they  are  good  and  being  gathered  when  they  are  ripe  may  do  you  some  pleasure 
we  would  have  you  send  us  home  a  few  of  them  [for  in]  Handers  they  buy  barkes 
lading  with  hazell  nuts  to  make  oyle  for  which  [we]  do  [think  that]  these  will  serve 
as  they. 

"  [We]  re(|uire  you  to  have  a  due  regard  [to  the  carrying  out]  of  these  our 
instructions  and  of  all  such  [as  you  may  in]  your  discretion  judge  may  any  kinde 
of  way  to  [turn  to  the  use]  and  benefit  of  this  enterprize  committed  to  your  [care]." 

These  instructions  and  tlie  lettera  of  Guy,  Colston,  and  Mason 
indicate  a  well-considered  scheme  of  colonisation.     In  this  letter  of  advice 
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there  is  a  curious  blendinfj  of  the  practical  trader  and  the  enthusiastic 
theorist ;  the  HiigfresfcioiiH  to  buy  cod  oil  at  eif^ht  pound  per  ton  and 
serid  late  carjroes  of  fish  to  Spain,  are  the  ideas  of  good  business  men, 
shrewdly  intent  on  making  money  ;  whilst  those  about  the  manufacture 
of  glass,  soap,  chai'coal,  &c.  may  have  come  from  the  experimental 
philosophy  of  Bacon.  The  last  project  to  make  oil  out  of  the  wiUl 
hazel  nuts  on  Southern  River  can  hardly  come  within  the  scope  (jf 
practical  projects,  it  resembles  too  much  the  extraction  of  snid>eams 
from  cucimd)ers.  It  is  clear,  however,  from  this  paper  that  tiiese 
recommentlations  were  prepared  by  keen  traders,  who  knew  all  about 
Newfoundland  and  the  business  they  were  endmrking  in. 

At  first  everything  went  well  with  the  new  Colony ;  the}'  had  a 
remarkably  fine  passage  out,  in  twenty-three  days  they  sighted  theii 
new  home  in   the  deep    Bay  de  Grave  (now  Port  de  Grave),  Conception 
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Bay.  In  the  bottom  of  this  estuary  lies  the  beautiful  little  land- 
locked harbour  of  Cupids.  It  Avas  so  far  embayed  that  the  resident 
fishermen,  who  Avere  then  sparsely  scattered  about  Hai'bour  Grace, 
Carboneoi',  and  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  had  ])assed  by  this  little 
sequestered  nook  as  unsuitable  for  the  fishery.  The  selection  of  the 
site  for  the  new  Colony  was  a  happj'  one.  At  the  head  of  the  inlet  of 
Bay  de  Grave,  now  known  as  Clarke's  Beach,  two  beautiful  rivers  dis- 
charge their  waters  into  Conception  Bay.  There  are  many  picturesque 
scenes  in  the  peninsula  of  Avalon,  but  Ave  know  of  no  more  charming 
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v'stii  in  nil  NowfoundliUKl  than   tlM-so  lu>nutiful  rivers  with  tlieir  lovely 
wooilfd  luiiik.s  imd  .sniilin;i;  Hclils. 

At  ('upid.s,  (iiiy  built  thrt:  >  hoii.se.s  lu'-sideH  his  wlmrvo^,  .storts, 
jind  tiHhiuj^  I'stahlishnicnt.  A  fort  ninety  feet  wide  l>y  a  hundrnl  imd 
twenty   feet  Ion<;   was  encloHed    ly  a  stronj;  stockade,   and   a        ttery 


/■ 


was  mounted  with  three  ^uis.  On  Soutliern  River  they  erected  mills, 
houses,  and  farm  buildings;  a  considerable  quantity  of  land  was  cleared 
and  surrounded  by  stone  walls.  Early  in  this  century  the  remains  of 
tliese  buildings  were  foun<',  together  with  mill  stones,  coins,  &c.^  A 
paper  was  read  on  the  suljject  by  Admii-al  Robinson,  brother  of  our  late 
Judge  Sir  Bryan,  before  the  Royal  Geographical  Society.  There  was 
much  discussion  on  the  subject,  but  no  one  identified  the  remains  as 
Guy's.  Recently  some  of  the  old  oak  beams  were  used  in  the  constiuc- 
tion  of  a  bridge.  Happily  we  can  now  have  no  longer  any  doubt  about 
the  identification  of  Guy's  buildings,  as  in  the  Record.s  we  find  an 
account  in  1620  of  damage  to  the  Company's  mills  reported  by  Governor 


'  Tlu'ro  liiis  hi'cn  coii.siderabK'  iiiisa])- 
pri'heiision  ivfjiudilifr  the  site  of  Guy's 
settU'iiu'iit ;  ill  most  XcwfouiKll.iiul  liistorifs 
Mosquito  Cove  is  named  as  tlie  locality  ; 
all  doubts  about  the  locality  are  set  at  rest 
by  the  Eiifjlish  Citlendar  of  Stale  I'apcr.s, 
Colonial  Series.  These  volumes  have  been 
of  inestimable  value  to  me  in  preparinfr  this 
work  ;  it  is  a  fjreat  misfortune  that  our  own 
records  have  not  been  published  in  the  ad- 
mirable way  (ieneral  Lefroy  has  written  the 
Chronicles  i  f  Uermuda.  The  late  Sir  \i.  J. 
Piusent,  D.C.Ij.,  was  for  some  time  engaged 
on  this  work  in  Xewfoundland.  1  hope  some 
one  may  eventually  give  the  public  the 
benefit  of  ali  the  labour  he  has  bestowed  on 
our  Colonial  Calendar. 

Early  iu  tins  century  a  party  of  settlers 


proceeding  up  So\ithern  River  observed  at  a 
distance  of  six  or  seven  miles  above  the  bay 
the  a])pearance  of  stone  walls  rising  above  the 
surfi'ce  ;  on  removing  the  sai:d  and  alluvial 
earth  they  ascertained  these  to  be  the  remains 
of  an(  ient  buildings,  with  oak  beams  and  mill 
stones  sunk  in  oaken  beds ;  enclosures  re- 
sinibling  gardens  were  als(>  traced  out,  and 
plants  of  various  kinds  not  indigenous  to  the 
island  were  growing  anmnd  ;  anu)ng  the  ruins 
wiTc  fouiul  different  Kuropcan  coins,  some  of 
Dutch  gold,  others  of  copper.  That  these 
were  the  remains  of  (iuy's  buildings  is  proved 
by  the  fact  that  in  102 1  Guy's  saw  mill  aiul 
grist  mill  were  ])artially  destroyed  l)v  the 
West  Country  ii.shermeu,  and  iLe  damage  ia 
estimated  at  it4U. 
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Mason.  Guy  and  Colston's  letters,  wliicli  will  1)o  found  appended,  aro 
interestinj;,  an  sliowing  how  little  cl)an<,'e  has  taken  jjlace  in  our  climate. 
The  Alderman  was  not  the  first  settler  '  or  the  first  Kn<,diHlHnan  to 
discover  that  Xewt'ouiidlan<l,  on  the  whole,  was  a  very  pleasant  coiuitry 
to  live  in.  The  ^reat  advanta<(0  of  Guy's  plantation  was  the  brin((in;r 
of  the  valuable  resources  of  the  island  under  the  imnu'diato  notice  of 
the  British  public. 

Soon  after  the  formation  of  the  Colony,  hostilities  were  com- 
menced aj^ainst  the  permanent  settlers,  called  planters,  by  the  western 
adventurer.s — the  ship  fishermen  from  J)('vonshire.  No  doubt  the 
proclamation  of  laws  made  by  the  Alderman  Governor  on  the  30th 
Aujfust  Kill  roused  their  indignation."^  They  had  been  accustomed 
to  look  on  Newfoundland  as  peculiarly  their  own  possessiiju.  A  young 
upstart  of  a  Governor  building  a  fort  atid  jiermanent  residence,  calling 
his  new  mansion,  after  the  fashion  of  English  gentlemen,  "  Sea  Forest 
House  " — all  this  assumption  of  authoi-ity,  especially  the  making  of 
laws,  excited  the  ire  of  tlie  belligerent  West  Countrymen.  They 
attempted  to  destroy  the  Colony  by  preparing  a  petition  to  the  Crown 


'  The  presence  of  other  settlers  is  .shown 
by  Miison's  letters  about  the  carts  hauling 
cnplin  for  manure,  the  provision  of  salt  for 
Kale  to  fishermen,  and  later  on,  in  Baltiniore's 
charter,  tba  reservation  of  St.  John's  and 
Petty  Harbours ;  Baltimore  mentions  num- 
bers of  families  in  Conception  Buy  which 
!Ould  not  have  been  Guy's  settlers. 

There  are  several  other  proofs  in  the 
Becords  of  the  settlement  of  the  Colony 
anterior  to  Guy.  Baudoin  says,  in  Harbour 
(irace  they  told  him  of  a  man  who  had  been 
born  there  about  IGIO  or  Kill;  this  must 
have  been  the  son  of  an  early  settler  not 
belonging  to  the  Alderman's  colony.  There 
is  no  record  of  the  official  .sectlement  of 
Bristol's  Hope — Harbour  Grace  until  about 
ltil8. 

-  Guv's  Lavs. 

Certaiue  orders  for  the  ffishermen  to 
observe  and  keepe  in  the  Newfoundlande 
published  the  30th  daie  of  Auj^ust  Kill  by 
Mr.  John  Guy  the  Gov''iu)r  of  the  Colony 
ther. 

By  authority  of  our  Sov.  Lord  James  by 
grace  of  (iod  of  England  h^cotland  l<"f ranee 
Irelnnd  and  Newfoundland  Kmge.  A  I'lan- 
tation  and  Government  is  begun  to  be  settled 
within  thill  Country  of  Newfoundland  and 
whereas  among  those  persons  that  use  the 
trade  of  fishing  in  these  parts  many  disorders 
abuses  and  bad  customs  are  crept  in  wliich 
are  continued  and  yearly  practised,  more  of  a 
corrupt  usage  then  of  malicious  designs,  for- 
asmuch as  it  concerns  not  only  the  fishing 
but  also  the  public  good,  if  all  such  grievenccs 
should  be  stopped  to  the  end  that  all  persons 


should  reform  themselves  in  their  proceedings, 
and  not  ])lead  ignorance  that  any  prohibicioa 
was  made,  The  Governor  in  the  Kings  name 
doth  charge  and  command  all  persons  of  whnt 
nature  soever  that  shall  fre(|ueiit  those  parts 
for  fiishing  as  well  strangers  as  subjects  that 
they  offend  not  in  any  thing  forbidden  in  the 
Proclamation,  under  penalty  herein  speciticd 
and  as  they  will  answer  to  tin-  contrary  at 
their  peril. 

1.  Ballast  or  anything  hurtful  to  Har- 
bours not  to  be  throwne  out  but  to  be  carried 
ashore — Penalty  K'l  for  every  offence. 

2.  No  person  to  destroy,  deface,  or  spoiie 
any  stage  cooke  room  flakes  &c. — PeuitUy 
£10. 

;}.  Kvery  Admiral  of  each  Harbour  for 
time  being  reserve  only  so  much  beach  and 
flake  or  both  as  is  needful  for  number  of 
boates — Penalty  CIO. 

4.  No  person  to  deface  or  alter,  marki  s 
of  any  hoates— Penalty  £.'). 

.').  No  person  to  convert  to  his  own  ufe, 
boates  belonging  to  others  without  their  con- 
sent except  in  ease  of  necessity  and  then  to 
give  notice  to  Adiniial  — Penalty  Ao. 

C>.  No  person  to  set  fire  in  woods — 
Penalty  .CIO. 

".  So  person,  at  end  of  voyage  to  destroy 
stage  cooke  room  or  flakes  that  he  hath  that 
year  used — Penally  €10. 

8.  No  nuislcr  of  any  ship  to  receive  into 
his  ship  any  person  of  the  I'olony,  that  are 
already  planted  by  virtue  of  His  .Majesty's 
gracious  Patent  without  speeiall  warrant  under 
the  haiidwiiting  of  the  Governor  of  the 
Colony  or  Colonies  iu  the  Newfoundlande 
aforesaide. 

o  2 


f 


lOJ 


REIGN  OF  JAMKS  f. 


ii^iiinsh  it.'  Dovon,  in  this  and  every  snccee<Hnj;  rci^fn,  was  strong  in 
Court  influence.  They  fountl  oiit,  liowever,  tliat  tlu;  Conipiiny,  with 
Biieon  at  its  ])a('k,  was  too  HtronL,'ly  intrenched  in  Kin;;  .lanies'.s  favour 
to  be  injured  h}'  this  kiml  ot"  attaek.  l)iHcaverin;^l)y  the;  Kind's  answer 
to  their  petition  that  the  settlers  were  not  to  be  molested,  they 
Beeni  to  have  set  some  evil-doer  to  wreck  the  plantation,  for  according 
to  .Mason's  account  they  partially  destroye<l  the  Company's  grist  n)iU 
and  saw  niill. 


'  Pktition  aq\in8t  Plantkhs,  &c. 

AllTICI.KS     OK     (iltlKVANCI'.H     MKNTIONKI)     IN 

HIE  I'ktitiiin  ok  tiik  Wkktkhn'  I'oktk.s 

TtH  CIllNO       TIIOSK      OF       l'l.A>TKI{»      UV 
\kwkoisdi.anij,   Dki'H.  KilH. 

1.  That  tlioKi'  of  t)it'  Plantiicioiis  there 
hiivt"  put  suiidiit-  of  the  Pftioioiicrs  from  the 
I'liii'fe.st  jiliUM's  of  tfishiiijif  there  and  disposed 
uf  the  gaiiie  to  such  as  pleased  them. 

2.  That  they  have  taken  iiwaie  great 
(piaiitities  of  salt,  casks,  boates  sta;.'es  and 
other  provisions  there  lelte  by  tlie  Peticioners 
uiiil  converted  the  same  to  their  own  use. 

.'1.  That  they  have  denied  and  U'tted  the 
I'eticioners  from  tjikin^  hirdes  upon  the  Ishind 
of  Haccalean,  tlie  tlesh  of  which  birds  the 
Peticioners  luive  heretofore  used  for  baite 
until  the  ordinarie  buit  coiue  upon  that 
Co::ste. 

4.  That  in  tlie  chiefest  tynie  of  flRshin(;e 
those  in  the  said  Plantncion  have  summone<l 
II  ("ourte  of  Adniiraltie  and  exacted  ffees  of 
trayne  and  ffishe  for  not  npperinge. 

.'i.  That  those  of  the  said  Plantucion  have 
har'iored  pinits  there  and  dealt  with  them 
wliii'h  hath  t)eane  the  meanes  to  induce  them 
to  fre(|uent  that  ))lace  to  the  great  prejudice 
and  hiuderance  of  the  I'eticiouers. 

i\s.swKic   OK    Till-;  CoMrANY  OK    Plantkrs 
of   Nr,WFOfNi)r-Asn    T(i   Auticles   of 

GllIKVANCES      UF      WllHTKKN      J'OKTES 

Uecu.  1G18. 

To  1st  Article:  That  in  regard  of  theire 
charfii'able  maintenance  of  a  Colonic  on  land 
there  all  the  yeare,  it  is  conceivable  to  be 
lawful  for  them  the  Inhabitants  to  make  choice 
of  their  tishinn  jiliiee,  and  not  to  leave  the 
benviit  thereof  to  the  uncertayne  conimers 
thither  ;  and  have  not  put  out  anie  shippes  out 
of  anie  harbours  being  placed  there  to  llishc 
accordinge  to  their  ancient  customs. 

To  i!nd  .Vrticle  :  They  know  of  no  such 
wrong  done  to  fishermen  and  su[ipose  none  of 
the  Colonic  that  do  inhabit  there  will  presume 
no  to  do  neither  do  they  approve  thereof. 

To  the  ;)(!  Art.  :  If  any  of  their  Colonic 
have  denied  the  taking  of  birds  for  fishermen's 
baites  being  a  thing  altogether  unknown  to 
them  here — It  shall  be  ordered  to  the 
contrary. 

To  the  Ith  Art.  r  That  none  of  their 
Coloniti  have  attempted  any  such  acts  but  Lave 


heard  that  some  of  tlic  western  partes  have 
done  such  things  to  the  hurt  of  tlic  fishermen 
which  they  utterly  disclaim. 

To  theTith  Art.  :  That  they  have  received 
Very  great  duiuuge  by  pirates  iilmosl  to  thu 
overthrow  of  their  Colonic  as  not  U'ing  abio 
to  resist  thein  they  have  come  and  possessed 
their  houses  and  taken  all  their  provisicms  at 
theire  pleasure  and  carried  away  such  men  as 
pleasctl  them  and  therefore  very  uuliki'  that 
they  should  induce  them  to  come  thither,  as 
is  alleged.  Hut  their  coming  is  to  be  believed 
of  their  friends  being  some  of  the  western 
men  who  are  still  willing  to  help  them  (as  it 
seems  to  us)  with  provisions  and  will  make 
no  resistance,  tho'  they  be  able  to  surprize 
them  if  they  were  stronger  than  they  be  and 
therefore  we  shall  humbly  desire  that  !*ome 
course  may  be  taken  for  prevention  of  such 
mischiefes  as  by  reason  of  their  coming  thither 
may  be  to  further  danger  of  our  Colonies, 
And  we  are  desirous  to  join  with  the  Western 
nicnne  in  this  business  and  also  for  keeping 
good  order  in  the  countrie  in  the  contrarie 
whereof  themselves  are  guilty  for  we  have 
caused  certain  orders  to  be  there  published 
ill  His  Majestys  name  which  they  have  not 
obeyed. 

Signed 

John  Si.anky,  Treasurer. 

IIl'jii'uev  IIandkouiie. 

lIlJIKHEV    Sl-ANKY. 

JlonAKT  Gaiuaku, 
AVm.   Payne. 
\Vm.  Fkeeman. 

K.'Cll.l  )F  THE  PkTITIONEUS  OF  THE  AVe8- 
TKilN  PoKTES  XO  THE  ANHWEK  OP 
GOVKRNOUS. 

No  privilege  given  by  the  Charter  to 
Planters  for  fishing  before  others;  if  choice 
of  places  is  admitted,  contrary  to  common 
usage,  the  Peticioners  contend  that  they  ought 
rather  to  have  it.  Desire  that  the  liberties 
rc«-erved  to  them  by  charter  may  be  confirmed. 
Disclaim  committing  any  abuses  in  the 
country  and  re(iuest  that  the  oft'ender  may  be 
examined.  The  Peticioners  knowing  better 
how  to  manage  their  fishing  than  the  Planters 
can  direct,  declare  that  they  arc  altogether 
unwilling  to  be  ordered  by  the  Planters,  or  to 
join  with  them  as  they  desire. 


IJEV.  E.  STOrUTOX. 
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Guy  was  aiuMtious  of  civic  lumour.-i,  his  liciirt  lumkorcd  iifti-r  Bristol ; 
hu  stayed  in  Xcvvroimdliinil  iVoiii  1(!I()  to  the  end  of  Kil  1,  as  we  learn 
from  his  letters.  In  the  uutiniin  ol'  this  year  liu  rt'turncd  to  Kn;;;land. 
Next  sprinj;,  1012,  he  came  again  with  more  adventurers,  "allot'  civil 
life  " — artizans  and  fnrmers — horses,  cattle,  pi^s,  poultry,  fiirniing  im- 
plements,   (!wc. ;  being  k    •  uund  Churchman,  he    hrougiit   with    him,   as 


mi^^i^ft-pn'jpwmp^^ 


^rtaj*fl''*»n  V  «(«.'!f^-awM«»««t|i^4^ 


CLARKE'S  BEACH,  SOUTnEUN   HIVER. 

From  a  photograph  hy  is'.  II.  I'ar.ioits, 


chaplain   of    the  forces,  the  aftei'wards  celebrated  Evangelical  divine, 
the  Rev.  Erasmus  Stourton.^ 

The  Alderman  had  not  only  to  contend  with  the  opposition  from 
Devonshire.  This  year,  as  duly  recorded  by  Whitbuurne,  the  arch- 
pirate    Peter    Easton    robbed    the    fishermen,    English    and    foreign,    in 


'  Erasmus  Stourton,  the  first  Church  of 
Enphmd  ( Icrfiyniuii  i)«rii)iiiii'iitlv  sottU'd  in 
Nt'Avt'<miidh\ii(l,  cmne  4)ut  witli  (lUv  on  liis 
Becond  VDjiifjp,  1G12  ;  he  belonged  to  tlie  eeole- 
Kia.>itieal  jmrty  iu  fhe  KiiglishChuicli,  which  we 
uow  cal!  Kvuii^eliciil  or  Low  Cluirch  n.-*  dis- 
tiri'xuished  from  tlie  Kitimlislic  party,  wlio  in 
the  days  of  Elizabeth  and  the  Stuarts  adhered 
to  nearly  all  tlie  doctrines  of  the  Koman 
Catholic  Church,  except  papal  .supremacy 
and  the  worship  of  the  \'irf;in  Mary;  he 
appears  to  have  been  a  luirrow  minded 
sectary,  and  a  troublesome,  meddlesome  busy- 
body. In  Conception  Hay  he  ministered  to 
ii  considerable  conjirepition,  between  I.i0  and 
2(ti)  permanent  settler.s,  besides  iui<rratary 
fishermen.     In   1028  tlie  Kevereud  Krasmus 


came  into  collision  with  Lord  IJaltiniore ;  all 
his  militant  rrotestaiitisiii  was  stirred  u|i  by 
('nlven's  Catholic  worship,  and  the  Seminiiry 
priests  in  the  new  settlement  of  Ferryland. 
Baltimore  banished  him  from  the  Colony 
as  an  audacious  man  for  his  mis:leeils. 
Stourton's  ott'ence  that  he  speaks  of  must 
have  been  of  a  very  afrgravatiiii;  character  to 
excite  such  wrath  in  the  mild  and  benevolent 
Calvert,  whose  character  for  liberality  and 
eiili;rhteiiuient,  rare  in  that  ajje,  is  borne  out 
by  all  contemporary  historians.  On  his 
arrival  in  Kiii^land,  Stourton  hastened  to  pour 
into  the  ears  of  his  Puritan  allies  the  frifrhtf'iil 
fact  that  Haltiniore  had  actually  had  ni-iss 
celebrated.  No  one  apparently  took  the  least 
notice  of  Stourton'^  couiplaiut. 
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Newfound]  aid.  We  are  told  that  he  took  a  lumdred  men  from  Con- 
ception Bay.  No  doubt  some  of  these  would  lie  Cuy's  men.  The 
G.)vernor  was  a  morchatit,  not  a  fighting  man,  ani  it  is  not  surprising 
t'lat  next  year  we  find  hiin  returning  home  to  Bristol.  Five  yeai's  Liter, 
1018,  lie  had  the  distinguished  honour  of  being  appointed  Mayor  of  the 
ancient  city.  In  this  exalted  position  he  greatly  distinguished  himself 
as  a  spirited  and  indf^pendent  Chief  Magistrate.^ 

William  Colston,  his  deputy  governor,  seems  to  have  remained  only 
one  year,  1613  to  1G14.  About  this  time  there  appears  to  have  been  a 
good  deal  of  disorder  in  the  country.  Guy,  though  nominally  Governor, 
had  no  force  to  execute  laws,  and  it  was  doubtless  from  Colston's  report 
on  the  condition  of  the  Colony  that,  in  1614,  Wliitboume  went  home  to 
obtain  some  definite  authority  to  repress  disorders.  The  records  of  this 
period  are  full  of  information  about  pirates.  Raleigh's  captains,  on  the 
last  voyage  before  his  death,  turned  privateei-s  or  pii-ates.  The  respected 
8ir  Henry  Manering,  or  Mainwaring,  was  a  titled  robber,  judging 
by  the  account  of  his  actions.  The  following  notice  of  disorders 
and  pirates  only  extends  from  1612  to  1621.  In  the  year  1625  the 
English  fleet  suffered  still  more  serious  loss  from  tlie  attacks  of  sea 
rovers.  The  Colony  was  pi-actically  without  law  or  government ;  there 
was  no  civil  or  military  force  to  maintain  order  amongst  a  floating 
populaticm  of  fifteen  to  tsventy  thousivnd  turbulent  fishermen.  No 
wonder  there  were  diaortlers  and  crimes !  The  marvel  is  that  there 
Were  not  more.  But  for  ttie  exercise  of  authority  by  the  English  ships 
no  one  could  have  lived  here.  There  must  have  been  some  violent 
scenes  in  St.  John's  in  those  days. 

The  following  Recortls  give  us  a  partial  list  of  the  depredations  (4' 
some  of  the  "  erring  cai)taius  " — Whitbourne's  euphonious  name  for  the 
lawless  privateers  and  pirates  of  the  age  : — 

"  1021. — The  names  of  ceriaine  pirattcs  with  the  damnge  done  by  them  in 
Nowlburdland  since  the  ycaro  1<J12. 

"  Thf  pirate  Eason  biought  4  ships  from  lie  of  May  with  captains  ami  soldiers 
■which  be  increased  to  1/  ships,  all  which  ho  carried  away  with  him  besides 
100  pieces  of  ordinance  with  all  manner  of  victualles  and  munition  to  the  value  of 
ton  thousand  four  hundred  pounds  of  the  goods  of  the  English,  besides  500  fisLor- 
men  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  taken  from  their  honest  tiade  of  fishing  (nmny 
being  voluntfera)  but  the  most  enforced  to  serve  thetu  in  their  conrsus  of  piracy. 
The  hurt  done  by  said  ])irates  to  subjects  of  Freiich  kin^^  by  robbing  and  spoiling 
25  ships  fishing  about  coasts  of  Kewfoundland  amounts  to  £6,000.  Damage  done 
by  them  to  States  of  the  low  countries  by  taking  a  great  Flemish  ship  £1,000.  By 
spoiling  voyage  of  12  Portugal  Hhii)s  £3,000.  The  total  of  dr.mage  done  to  all 
nations  by  the  great  Eason  and  his  complices  in  and  about  Newfoundland — 
£2j.40t>. 


'  Durinp  Guy's  year  of  office  lie  resisted 
a  ici[ui.sition  for  f'J.SdO  inadf  \i]ion  the  city 
to   sujjpress  piracy— coutendiug  that  £1,000 


was    enough   coniparoil   with   amounts    sub- 
scribed by  London,  i(ic. 
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"  Anno  1614.  —  ('nptain  Manoringo  with  divcra  other  captaiiii-'  nirivecl  in 
Nt-wfoundland  the  ith  Jnne  having  8  Haila  of  warlike  shipH  one  whoioof  thi y  took 
at  the  bank  another  upon  the  maync  of  Newfoundland,  frcm  all  the  harbours 
whereDf  they  commanded  carpenters  maryners  victuals  munitions  and  all 
necesparies  from  fishing  fleet  after  this  rate— of  every  six  maryners  they  take  one, 
and  t'ao  one  first  part  of  all  their  victuals  ;  from  the  Portugal  ships  they  took  all 
Iheir  wine  and  other  provisions  save  their  bread  ;  from  a  French  ship  in  Harbour 
de  Grace  they  took  10,000  fish  ;  some  of  the  company  of  many  ships  did  run  away 
unto  them.  They  took  a  French  ship  fishing  in  Carboneir  &c.  and  so  after  they 
had  continued  three  months  and  an  half  in  the  country  taking  their  pleasure  of 
the  fishing  fleet,  the  14th  Sep.  1614  they  departed  having  with  them  from  the 
fishing  fleet  about  400  mariners  and  fishermen,  many  volunteers,  many  compelled. 

"  Anno  1616. — Captain  Jacob  a  Flemish  pirate  with  one  Captain  Ellis  an 
English  pirate  took  a  French  and  Portugese  ship — damage  done  to  both  being  at 
least  £1500.  They  took  all  the  ordinance  from  a  ship  of  Bristol  and  a  ship  of 
Gurusey  to  the  value  of  £200. 

"  Aimo  1618. — Part  of  the  fleet  of  Sir  Walter  llaleigh  in  their  return  from 
Orenoqe  consisting  of  two  ships  and  a  cartcll  wherein  was  chief  commander  one 
Capt.  Wollaston  with  divers  other  captains  who  took  from  four  French  ships  their 
lading  of  dry  fish  which  they  carried  away  and  sold  at  Ligorne  in  Italy  to  value 
of  £iiOOO.  More  three  ships  they  took  and  carried  with  them  which  they  sold  at 
Ligorne  to  value  of  £2400.  One  PVench  ship  they  left  in  Newfoundland  which 
was  immediately  sent  home  by  the  Governor  of  plantation,  yet  loss  of  her  fishing 
voyage  was  £500.  On  first  coming  pillaged  French  fisheis  500  pounds.  Thiv." 
taxing  of  fishermen  in  all  the  liarbours  of  Newfoundland  for  powder  shot  &c. 
amounted  to  £2000.  besides  one  hundred  and  thirty  men  they  took  away. 

"  Some  few  instances  of  certane  misdemeanors  and  injuries  comitted  by  the 
fishers  this  last  yeare  in  Newfoundland.     162J. 

"  Eight  stages  In  several  harbours  worth  at  least  in  labour  and  cost  £180 
maliciously  burned  by  certain  English  fishers,  besides  many  more  in  the  harbours 
of  the  country,  greatiy  to  prejudice  of  fishing  trade,  and  not  punishable  but  by 
good  laws  to  be  settled  there  by  L^ia  Majestic. 

"  A  man  slaine  in  a  controve/sy  for  '  halingo  of  a  Seyne.* 

"  Certain  English  fishjrmer.  entered  aboard  a  Portugal  ship  in  the  night  in 
St.  John's  harbo-jr  W'+'i  swords  and  axes  wherewith  they  cut  many  of  his  ro|)es 
and  would  have  cv.i  his  cables  io  the  overthrow  of  the  ship  had  they  not  been 
restrained  by  certuiv  .naBtcs  of  English  ships. 

"A  great  combat  be^.wieno  some  insolent  English  a"'  •  I'ain  Portugals  in 
Petvie  Harbour,  and  one  cf  ih  >  English  dangerously  hurt  witn  a  pikj. 

"  Great  damage  done  by  certain  English  }i?hors  to  a  saw  mill  and  a  grist  mill 
bailt  by  the  plantacon  not  to  bo  repaired  for  forty  pounds. 

"  The  woods  daily  spoiled  by  fishers  in  tal.ing  the  rind  and  bark  of  the  trees 
and  iiOOO  acres  of  wood  buried  maliciously  ly  the  fishers  in  the  bay  of  Conception 
anno  1619  with  many  '.noro  thousands  of  acres  bi.rned  and  destroyed  by  tbeiu 
within  these  iiO  yearii. 

"  Harbours  frequented  byEng'nh  near  40  in  number,  almost  spoiled  by  CRSting 
out  their  balast  and  presse  stones  into  th  m. 

"  Portugals.  French  and  all  oth^r  nations  frequonting  that  trade  are  more 
conformable  to  good  orders  than  the  Englisu  fibhers." 
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In  Kilo  the  stroiif^cst  ami  uLlost  rulor  of  all  appeared  on  the  scene — 
Captain  John  Mason.'  The  connection  of  this  remarkable  man — the 
fnture  founder,  with  Sir  Ferdinando  Gor<;'es,  of  the  State  of  New 
Hampsljire — witli  our  Colony  has  been  entirely  i<fnox'ed.  Mahon  made 
liimself  well  acquainted  with  his  new  Government,  carritd  on  the  tish 
1)usiness  in  Cu])ids  and  Harbour  Grace  prosperously,  surveyed  part  of  the 
coast,  and  nuist  liave  been  specially  enert;-etic  in  defending  the  settlers' 
rights,  as  it  was  in  his  time  that  the  petition  was  made  to  the  king  by 
the  western  a<lventurers. 

One  very  interesting  incident  occurred  during  ilason's  residence  in 
the  Colony,  which  brings  oiit  in  a  very  clear  and  distinct  manner  the 
close  connection  between  tlie  early  colonists  in  Newfoundland  and  the 
first  settlers  in  New  Englaml,  the  similarity  of  the  trade  and  fishery  in 
b,)th  colonies.  The  romantic  adventures  of  the  Indian  Sijuantum,  his 
infamous  capture  by  Hunt,  and  his  subs^Mpiuat  slavery  in  Spain,  his 
\  isit  to  Cupids,  anil  his  later  services  as  friend  and  ally  of  tlie  Pilgrim 
Fathers,  reads  more  like  a  scene  in  a  cheap  no\el  than  the  true  story  of 
a  p()(jr  Redskin.^ 


'  .Tdlin  ^[;lS(ln  was  horn  nf  Kinj;  >  T.viin, 
Norfolk,  Miifiliiiicl  ;  lie  wa~  ;iii  Oxford  man. 
nnd  a  clasNical  scholar;  vi>ry  carlv  in  life  lio 
cntcn-'l  till'  Hnval  Navy;  in  llioC)  he  went 
^\ith  Knox,  Hi-hop  of  the  I>les,  to  reclaim  the 
islandiTS  of  tlie  Ilehrides.  !Sa_vs  an  Knglish 
admiral:  "The  Christian  world  could  not 
show  a  move  harharous,  more  hloody,  or 
more  imtanied  freiieration."  !Mason  had 
eoaimand  of  two  ships  of  war  and  two 
v.inniices,  and  did  his  work  well,  hut  received 
n.  ]  ayincnt  whatever  from  .James,  hut  (iro- 
>)ahly  to  requite  l.ini  in  some  way  for  liis 
vaiuahle  services  he  was  aiip''intcd  Governor 
of  the  Newfoundland  I'lantalion.  .Mason 
came  out  to  Newfoundland  with  his  wife  in 
ilil.),  and  reiuaincil  six  yi'ars  ;  he  cxjilorcd 
the  Island,  luat'e  a  map,  the  first  I'lijiiish 
elnirt  from  actual  survey  wliicli  apjuoaches 
to  any  dei;ree  of  accuracy  ;  he  also  wrote  a 
.-h(Ul  treatise  .1  /iriif  Di.tctiiirsc  (if  llir  A  <  »- 
JiniiiilhiUil,  pnhllshcd  in  K'l-.'O,  and  sent  to 
his  triend  Sir  .lolm  Scott,  oi'  Kiliiduir^'li. 
Jn  I'll.')  just  l)ef(U'c  Mason's  departure'  from 
the  Nland  on  the  petition  of  divers  Scollish 
,iil\(  iiturers,  application  was  nniile  t(  the 
Kiii'i  to  send  two  ships  of  war  to  Newfound- 
land, and  to  appoint  .Tohii  Mason  Kiiif^'s 
Lieutenant  in  the  ls|an<l.  This  ;ippears  to 
ha\c  liei'ii  ):ran".c<l,  and  Mason  also  rei  eivi d 
at  till'  same  time  a  ciunmissinn  from  the 
I,ord  llif;h  Admiial.  Sir  I'eidinando  (iorf;eN 
havinjr  heen  appointed  one  of  ilie  Con  inis- 
sioners  in  Kiifjland  to  rcfrnlaie  the  Newfound- 
land fisheries,  Mason,  on  his  return  lo 
Kii^hind  in  16-1,  hecaine  ncijuaiiited  with 
him,  tiiid,  with  Sir  NViiliani    Alexander   and 


his  liltk  hook  on  Newfoundland,  stirred  up 
the  latter,  aftcrwaids  Earl  of  Stirliufr,  to 
ohtain  a  jtatent  for  Nova  Scotia.  In  1022, 
Mason  and  (iorfics  ohtained  a  share  of  New 
Kngland  which  seven  years  later  was  named 
New  Hampshire.  Mason  hecaine  afterwards 
Treasurer  of  the  Army,  and  Captain  of 
South  Sea  Castle,  and  (Jovernor  of  Ports- 
im)utli,  luiirland.  lie  died  in  l('i:i.">  un<l  was 
huried  in  Westminster  Ahhey  ;  a  monuineiit 
was  erected  to  his  nu'inory  in  the  garrison 
church  of  Portsmouth  in  1874.  I  am  in- 
dehted  for  all  thest  ]iarlicuiars  to  the 
excellent  memoir  of  .Mason  hy  Charle.s 
Wesley  Tuttle,  Ph.D., puhlished  hy'tlie  Prince 
Society  of  lioston,  U.S. 

-  Sipi.i'itum  was  seized  liy  Thomas  Hunt, 
one  of  ,Iohu  Snii:'''s  certains  in  the  expedi- 
tion to  New  Kufrland  of  IGI  I,  and  with 
nineteen  more  Indians  taken  to  .Slalajra  and 
sold  as  slaves.  He  was  very  intellifrent, 
and,  prohahly,  heing  allowed  1  ' .i  liherty, 
wandered  tihont  the  quay  a*  Miilaj,!.  After 
fmir  yiars  of  slavery,  he  nr  ;  i  captain  of 
a  ship  helonfiiiig  to  (Jay's  Colony.  He  w;is 
smuggled  ahoard,  and  taken  to  London,  and 
then  ont  to  Cupids.  Here  he  met  Mason  and 
Dirmer.  I)crnier  knowing  of  the  great  in- 
terest Sir  Perdiiiando  took  in  New  KnglanJ, 
hronght  him  home  to  Plynioutli.  From  there 
he  Went  ont  with  Dernier  on  one  of  liorgcs' 
expe'lilions  to  New  F.ngland.  He  was  left 
hehinil  hy  Dinner  in  his  native  land. 

Whei:  the  Pilgiini  Fathers  arrived,  they 
were  a-ton  shed  at  heing  aceosled  h\  an 
Indian  who  spoke  good  F.nglish.  Siiiiuiitniii 
was   the    lifelong,    friend    uiid    ally    of    the 
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Mason's  tract  on  Newfoundland  is  a  very  quaint  and  valuable  work ; 
it  was  written  between  1618  and  1619,  and  sent  to  his  friend,  Sir  Jol:n 
Scott,  of  Scots  Tar  vet,  Edinburgh,  to  whom  he  had  also  written  in  1617. 

The  map  did  not  appear  in  print  until  1625,  in  Vaughan's  "Golden 
Fleece."     It,  however,  was  made  in  1617.     The  letter  is  directed  :— 

"  To  the  Eight  Worshipfiill  Mr.  John  Scott  of  Scottisterbatt,  in  Scotland, 
Director  to  His  Majesty's  Court  of  Chancery  there  at  his  house  on  the  Cawsv  of 
Edeuborough."  ' 

After  alluding  to  the  vai-ious  hindrances  to  his  duty  as  Governor,  he 
continued  :  — 

"I  am  now  setting  my  f oote  into  that  path  where  I  ended  last  to  discover  to 
the  westward  of  this  laud  ;  and  for  two  mouths  abseuce  I  have  fitted  myselfe  with 
a  small  new  galley  of  15  Tonnes  and  to  row  with  fourteen  cares  (having  lost  cue 
former)  we  shall  visit  the  naturalls  [Indians]  of  the  country  with  whom  I  propose 
to  trade  and  thereafter  shall  give  you  a  taste  of  the  event,  hoping  that  with  all 
Terra  Nova  will  produce  dona  nova,  to  manifest  our  gratilicaciou.  Untill  which 
tyme  I  rest  and  shall  remayne  Tuus,  dum  suus.    John  Mason. 

The  tiact  is  entitled — 

A 

BRIEFE  DISCOURSE 

Of  the  New-found-land 

with  the  situation,  temperature, 

and  commodities  thereof, 
inciting:  our  nation  to  goe 

fiirward  in  that  hop 
-fall  plantation  begrnnne. 
Scire  tnnm  nihil  est,  nisite  scire  noc  sciat  alter. 


A.  H. 

EDINBURGH. 

Printed  by  Andro  Hart.    1620. 


Colonists.  He  t.iv.irht  them  how  to  plant 
Iiulian  corn,  anil  to  use  fish  manure  to  make 
it  jrrow  wull.  He  was  their  guide,  philo- 
sopher, and  Irieiid;  clothed  in  an  ohl  soldier's 
uniform,  Squantum's  heart  swelled  with  im- 
portance ;  he  made  his  fellow  countrymen 
believe  that,  from  elo>e  association  with  the 
white  men,  he  hai  gained  tlie  control  of 
disease  and  death ;  that  he  could  bring 
them  out  of  sickness,  or  bury  them  at 
will. 

This  remarkable  Indian  spoke  three 
languages,  and  hud  embraced  four  religions  ; 
first,  his  native  heathenism  j  seco.  dly,  the 
genial  friars  in  Midaga  (in  my  experience,  the 
kindliext  Christians  in  the  world)  made  him  a 
good  Catholic ;  Mistress  Anne  Masin  con- 
verted him  into  u  sound  High  Churehnnm  ; 
finally,  the  Hrownists  captured  him  ;  his  last 
request  was  for  Governor  Bradford  to  pray 


for  him  that  "  he  might  goe  to  ye  Engli^I,. 
man's  God  in  heaven." 

The  early  part  of  Bradford's  historv  is 
fidl  of  Squantum  and  his  services  to  the  "Pil- 
grims ;  with  his  death  the  Indian  trade  for  the 
tune  ceased.  When  he  died,  in  1022,  he  ivas 
most  sincerely  lanieiitiMl.  Governor  Bradfonl 
says  his  useful  services  to  the  infant  settlement 
entitle  hnn  to  grateful  remembrance. 

I  am  in(!ehted  to  my  friend  James 
Phniney  Baxter,  B.A.,  for  this  note. 

'  The  full  address:  — 

"Deliver  theis, — 

"I  desire  Moyses  Slaney  to  repairo 
downe  to  Whitehall  with  this  letter  and  to 
n.qu.re  for  8ir  Willyam  Alexander,  Master 
of  the  Requests  for  Scotland,  and  to  procure 
of  hnn  conveianre  for  this  letter  accordingly  " 
It  shows  all  the  trouble  that  had  to  be  taken 
to  forward  a  letter  iu  those  days. 


M 
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Mason  begins  hy  describing  the  geographical  position  of  Newfound- 
laud  ;  next  the  climate.     He  says  : — 

"  It  is  fruitful!  enough  both  of  somtner  and  winter  corne  ....  wheate,  rye, 
barlio,  oates  and  pease,  which  have  growen  and  ripened  there  as  well  and  as  timely 
as  in  Yorkshire  in  England." 

This  is  not  in  the  least  exaggerated.     Sir  Terence  O'Brien,  K.C.M.G., 

our  Governor,  has  lately  imported  some  Russian  wheat;  the  return  crop, 

grown  by  Mr.  Ross,  Grove  Farm,  showed  splendid  grain.     Barley,  rj'^e, 

and   oais  are  lipened   every  year   in   Newfoundland   by  our  farmers. 

Splendid  wheat  has  been  grown  over  and  over  again  ;  the  price  of  flour, 

however,  is  so  low  that  there  is  no  inducement  to  grow  it.     Garden 

vegetables,  peas,  beans,  cauliflower,  &;c.,  are  grown  to  perfection. 


j^j  Is/ii^iJk  olim  -voaUa  Tfoua 
ff    Term    , 

Nevfovnd  jlajntd 


^ 


^ 

^■c: 


tS«i^  a^^"3^rL/''C'5(,^^a5i 


mason's  map.' 
i^rom  T'««i/A<i»'s  Ooldcn  Fleece,  iOis. 


His  description  of  the  wild  fruit  is  also  correct.     Of  the  fishery  he 


says : — 

"  May  hath  heriiigs  one  cquall  to  2  of 
Juno  hath  Caplinc  a  fish  much  resembling 
aboundance  dry  on  shtiare  as  to  lade  cartes, 
and  cods  so  thicke  by  the  fhoarc  that  wo 
through  them,  I  have  killed  of  them  with 
boat  with  some  on  shoare  to  dresse  and  di 


ours,  cants  and  cod  in  good  quantity, 
smeltes  in  formo  and  eating  and  such 
in  some  ])artes  pretty  store  of  Salraond, 
nenrlie  have  been  able  to  rowe  a  boate 
a  pike ;  of  these  throe  men  to  soa  in  a 

•y  them  in  30  dayes  will  kill  commonlio 


'  A  close  examination  of  1h!s  map  S'hovvs 
that  it  WH8  not  constructed  by  %{«.»  'n,  aii  its 
features  being  traceable  in  m-i'-K  iIiV.  ■  mn]>R, 
the  only  contribution  of  Mason  v--.  .iij:  '  the 
great  Lake  or  Sea" — Fortune  Ua^    which  he 


probably  rrw  from  some  hill  in  Placentia 
]Jay  ou  one  of  his  exploring  expeditions. 
The  map  »  '.ongs  to  the  Anglo-l)utc^  group., 
and  is  niaiuiy  of  French  origin, 
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betwixt  25  and  30,000,  worth,  with  the  oylc  arising  from  them,  100  or  120  pound. 
And  the  fish  and  traiue  in  one  harbour  called  Sainct  Johns  is  yearly  in  the  summer 
worth  17  or  18  thousand  pounds.  Julio  and  so  till  Novenibur  hath  Macrill  in 
aboundance  one  thereof  as  great  as  two  of  our.s.  August  hath  great  large  Cods, 
but  not  in  such  aboundance  as  the  smaller,  which  continuetli,  with  some  little 
decreasing  until  December. 

"  I  have  heard  some  countries  extolled  for  their  two  fowld  Haruest  which 
heare  thou  hast  tho'  in  different  kinde  yet  both  as  profitable.  .  .  .  that  country 
say  I  which  in  one  month's  time  with  reasonable  paiues  wil  pay  landlord's  rent 
Beruants  wages  and  all  household  charges." 

He  notes  the  four  advantages  that  Newfoundland  possesses  : — 

"  let.  The  nearenes  to  our  owne 
home.  In  March  April  and  Maj', 
which  alwayes  accommodate  faire 
windes  to  pass  thether  in  li  or  20 
days  seldome  in  30  days.  Return 
in  June  to  Novr.  in  12,  16,  20  and 
now  and  then  30  days. 

"  2nd.  The  great  intercourse  of 
trade  with  our  nation  these  three 
score  years  and  upwards  in  no  small 
number  frequenting  the  Newfound- 
land and  daylie  increasing  iraploy- 
ing  3Q00  seamen  also  fraiting  300 
ships.  .  .  .  Revenue  to  the 
King  by  the  customes  of  French 
Spanish  and  Straights  goods  im- 
ported from  the  proceeds  of  this  fish 
trade  at  least  £10,000  yearly. 

"  3.  The  conueniency  of  trans- 
porting planters  at  the  old  rate  10/- 
the  man  and  20,  -  for  victuals  .  . 
likewise    other    commodities      by 

shippes  that  goe  sackes  at  ten  shillings  per  tunne  out  and  thirtie  shillings  home. 
Whereas  Virginia  and  Birmooda  fraightes  are  fiue  pounds  the  man  and  three  pound 
the  tunne     .    .     . 

"  4.  Securitie  from  Foreign  and  domesticlvo  enemies.  Few  savages  in  the 
north.  None  in  the  south,  by  whom  the  planter  as  yet  never  suffered  damage. 
Ice  a  bulwark  in  winter.  In  summer  we  have  nine  or  10,000  of  our  own  nation 
with  maney  good  and  warlike  shippos  who  must  defend  the  fishing  season  for  their 
living  sake  as  they  have  formerly  done  in  the  warres  with  Spaine." 

"  In  the  midle  of  the  Month  of  April  many  Ships  arriue  of  the  English,  some 
French,  and  in  the  midest  of  May  some  Portingalls.  All  which  as  so  many  Reapers 
come  to  tho  Haruest,  gathering  in  aboundance  the  wonderfuU  blessings  of  the 
Lord. 

"  I  might  heare  further  discourse  of  our  discoueries,  conference  with  the 
Saluagos  by  Master  Jo/t»i  Gi/e.  their  maner  of  life.  Likewise  of  the  managinge 
our  busiinesse  in  our  Plantations,  with  the  descriptions  of  their  situations  in 
2.  places  16.  miles  distant  from  other,  on  the  northside  the  bay  of  Conception  ;  of 
the  mann'.T  charge  and  benefite  of  our  fishings  with  the  seuerall  strange  formes, 
and  nat'/res  of  Fishes,  projects  for  making  Yron,  Salt,  Pitch,  Tarre,  Tirpintine, 
Frank-Inccnsi;,  Furres,  Hope  of  Trade  with  Saluages  nnd  such  like,  with  many 
accidents  and  occurrences  in  the  time  of  my  gouermeiit  theie,  but  these  may 
BuflSce    as    Verhum  siqiienti ;    being  of    sufficient    trueth   to  remouo  errours   of 
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conceiuing  the  Conntrie  more  pleasant  by  reason  of  his  nntnrnll  s'ght  in  the 
Spheare,  then  it  is  indcode,  also  to  convince  and  take  away  malicious  and 
scandelous  speeches  of  maligno  persona,  who  out  of  enuy  to  GrOD  and  good 
Actions  (instructed  by  their  father  the  Deuill)  haiic  sought  to  dispoile  it  of  the 
dewe,  and  hlaraish  the  good  name  thereof. 

"  And  lastlie  to  induce  thee,  gentl"  Reader,  to  the  true  consideration  thereof 
as  a  thing  of  great  consequence  to  ou  Nation  not  only  at  present,  but  like  to 
bee  much  more  beneticiall  when  the  piaintations  there  shall  increase,  which  God 
grant  to  his  owne  glorie  and  the  good  of  our  Common- Wealth." 


i'  r 


OOVERKOR'S  house,  PORTSMOUTH.' 

From  a  print  in  the  B.M. 

In  May  1  (520  Mason  received  a  connnission  from  the  Admiralty  to 
suppress  tlie  pirates.  We  do  not  know  bow  many  he  seized  in 
Newfoundlan(i,  but  we  have  his  own  account  of  the  capture  of  a  Sallee 
Rover,  the  Good  Fortune,  in  Crookhaven  in  1625."^ 


'  Most  probably  the  house  where  Mason 
spent  h\»  lust  days. 

2  Commission  to  Mason  and  Bushkll. 

"  Grant  of  a  Commission  from  George, 
Duke  of  Buckiii<;ham,  Lord  Admiral  &c  &c. 
to  the  TreasurcT  &  Company  of  tlio  Colony 
of  Newfoundland,  to  take  up  &  press  such 
ships  with  mariners.  Soldiers,  gunners,  muni- 
tions of  war,  stores  &c  as  may  be  iiecessary 
for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  pirates  and 
Sea  Hovers,  who  interfere  with  the  sea  traffic, 
&  plunder  &c  the  merchant  ships.  That  the 
s"*  Treasurer  &  Company  are  to  set  forth  in  a 
voyage  to  Newfoundland  the  good  ship  Peter 
tS  Andri'W  of  London  of  320  tons  hnrthen, 
Capt.  lohn  Mason,  &  W'".  Unshell,  nmster, 
with  men,  ordnance  &c.  for  the  ))urpose  of 
taking  such  pirates  or  Sea  Uovers&  their  ships, 
&  to  bring  sueh  ships  into  any  of  our  poits. 
Creeks  &c.  And  nil  Vice  Admirals,  Justices 
of  the  peace.  Mayors,  Sheriffs,  Constabli;s  & 
Gaolers  are  to  aid  &  assist  the  s''  Capt.  John 
Ma?on,  &  W'"  Kushell,  &  to  carefully  keep 
any  pirates  in  prison  as  may  be  broiight  to 
tbeiu,  until  their  trial  tu  answer  to  Justice, 


&  suffer  the  pains  of  the  law  for  their  piracies, 
or  be  acquitted  thereof.  And  the  said  Com- 
pany is  authorised  to  take  possession  of  such 
ships  as  may  be  captured,  a  moiety  of  their 
proceeils  to  go  to  the  Admiralty  &  the  other 
moiety  to  the  said  Company. 

"  Given  in  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty 
29  Mav  17  K.  James.     A. I).  1G20." 

—Dom.  Eliz.  l.-iDO. 

Admiralty.    Eliz.  James  I.  ^-  Charles  I. 
Vol.  237.  ss.  30-32. 

Mason  gallantly  captured  a  Sallee  pirate 
called  the  Marts  Desire  or  Grod  Ffortinie  at 
Crookhaven  in  Ireland.  In  the  report  of  his 
claim  to  the  Adniiralty  about  the  ship,  which 
was  100  tons,"  she  was  oontinuallie  iniployed 
in  pyracyes  these  3  or  4  yeares,  and  their- 
fore  Mr.  Wyen  needs  not  make  any  scruple 
to  proceed  legallye  to  a  condemnation."  It 
appears  the  Admiralty  case  came  before  the 
great  Sir  John  Kliot,  Vice  Admiral  of  Uevon. 
Eliot  distinguished  himself  by  the  capture  of 
pirates,  especially  one  Nutt ;  this  corsair  had 
powerful  friends  at  Court,  and,  at  his  suit, 
Kliot  was  imprisoued, 
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Mason,  like  Guy,  was  young,  restless,  and  ambitious  ;  his  little  book 
stirred  up  a  Colonial  fever  amongst  his  Scotch  friends.  On  his  visit  to 
England  in  1021  he  found  his  services  in  requisition  ;  Buckingham 
wanted  a  capable,  reliable  man  as  Treasurer  for  the  Navy.^  and  so  poor 
Newfoundland  lost  a  ruler  under  whose  prudent  and  energetic  sway 
her  destinies  might  have  been  completely  changed.  Probably  sweet 
Mistress  Anne  Mason,  a  High  Churchwoman,  influenced  the  gallant 
Governor  ;  she  found  Cupids  and  the  long  preaching  of  Erasnms  Stourton 
rather  dull,  and  loni-ed  for  a  livelier  existence  in  London.'^  Even  the 
pleasant  trips  and  picnics  up  Southern  River  did  not  reconcile  her  to 
banishment  from  England. 

Guy's  Company  appears  to  have  existed  up  to  1628,  at  least.     In  that 

year  we  find  negotiations  going  on  between  Slaney  the  trea^^ui-er,  through 

a  Dr.  Meadus  and  Lord  and  Lady  Conway,  about  a  purchase  of   part  of 

their  grant.     On  June  27th,  1628,  Dr.  Meadus  writes  to  Lady  Conway  : — 

"  Have  conferred  with  Mr.  Paino  about  the  Newfoundland  business;  he  will 
part  with  his  Presidentship  if  John  Slaney,  the  Governor  of  the  whole  lanri, 
consents.  Hopes  of  mines  of  iron  and  silver  in  Newfoundland;  present  profit  by 
fishing,  furs  and  sarsaparilla." 

There  is  another  letter  on  June  30th  on  the  same  subject.  In 
1637  Hamilton  and  Kirke's  grant  recites  that  all  the  patentees  had 
abandoned  Newfoundland.     This  statement,  however,  is  doubtful. 

All  writers  on  Newfoundland  history,  except  Chief  Justice  Reeves, 
seem  to  have  gone  entirely  astray  on  the  subject  of  the  various 
colonisation  companies  in  the  reigns  of  James  and  Charles  I.  A  study 
of  the  records  and  various  writers  would  have  shown  them  how  these 
different  projects  were  founded,  and  how  long  they  existed.  Bishop 
Howlev  speaks  of  the  Alderman's  Colony  having  been  abandoned  some 
ten  or  twelve  years  previous  to  Lord  Baltimore's  settlement  in  Ferry- 
land,  and  the  Hev.  Dr.  M.  Harvey  says,  "  We  have  no  authentic  account 
of  Guy's  settlement."  Evidently  they  were  unaware  of  the  existence  of 
the  books  of  Mason,  Hay  man,  and  Vaughau  on  this  subject.  Reeves  ' 
gives  distinctly  the  boundaries  of  Baltimore's  grant.  The  Rev.  Dr.  M. 
Harvey  says  Lo)'l  Baltimore  obtained  a  grant  of  the  whole  southern 
peninsula    of    Newfoundland    between    Trinity   and    Placentia    Bays ; 


'  It  was  in  Mason's  house  Buckingham 
was  stabbed  by  Fclton. 

s  KobLTt  "Hayuiau,  a  poet  of  the  Quigley 
and  Swaiiborough  type,  in  1628  thus  ad- 
dressed her:  — 

"  To  all  those  worthy  women  who  have 
any  desire  lo  live  in  Newfoundland  specially 
to  the  modest  and  discreet  gentlewoman 
Mistress  Mason  wife  to  Captaiue  Mason  who 
lived  there  divers  yeeres : 


"  Sweet  creatures,  did  you  truly  uuderstand 

The  pleasant  life  you'd  live  in  Newfound- 
land, 

You  would  with  teares  desire  to  be  brought 
thither. 

I  wish  you,  when  you  go,  faire  wind,  faire 
weather." 

QuodliLels  (1G28),  II.  Bk.  p.  31. 
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Bishoji  Howlcy,  more  eautiou'*,  ijuotes  from  Kirko,  and  ways  Bultiinoro's 
fjrant  '' ap])lieH  to  tho  whole  peninsula  of  Avalon,  and  this  in  the 
common  opinion  of  nearly  all  hisforiiins."  Richardson,  ho  quotes  as 
contending  that  Baltimore  ohtained  the  whole  Island.  Then  his  Lord- 
ship goes  on  to  prove  that  Jialtimore  estal)lished  the  Catholic  religion 
in  Newfoundland — a  pure  tiction.  His  further  statements  (p.  80),  that 
Guy's  Colony  "  failed  tlu'ough  the  incursions  of  the  Indians,"  and  that 
Baltimore  bought  out  the  Company  in  1(521  (p.  82),  are  entirely  opposed 
to  the  evidence  in  the  Records. 

All  the  time  there  was  extant  and  well  known,  Baltimore's  grant 
and  the  exact  boundaries  of  his  province.  Pedley  attributes  the  large 
proportion  of  Irishmen  and  the  influence  of  Roman  Catholics  in  this 
country  to  Lord  Falkland's  Company,  a  bogus  concein  that  fell  flat  on 
the  market ;  its  prospectus  will  be  given  later  on. 

Fortunately,  we  have  at  hand  all  the  materials  to  correct  these 
error.s.     No  less  than  six  colonies  existed  in  Newfoundland  during  the 

i-eign  of  James  I.  Guy's,  the  parent 
Colony;  "Bristol's  Hope,"  an  oti'shoot 
from  Guy's  at  Harbour  Grace ;  a 
distinct  Colony  of  St.  John's,  extend- 
ing south  fiom  Cape  St.  Francis  to 
Petty  Harbour,  and  to  the  pre!=ent 
Holyrood ;  Vaughau's  Colony,  with 
head-([uartersat  Trepassey ;  Falkland's 
comprising  part  of  Trinity  Bay,  called 
North  Falkland  and  South  Falkland, 
between  Renews  and  Aquaforte  ;  and 
lastly,  Baltimore's  Plantation.  The 
exact  division  of  Baltimore's  grant 
is  given,  and  it  will  be  seen  fiom 
these  minute  boundaries,  how  small 
a  portion  of  Avalon  he  really  pos- 
sessed. Though  Guy  had  a  large 
nominal  grant,  the  territory  in  his 
actual  p<jssession  was  very  limited, 
and  is  described  in  Baltimore's 
bounds.  The  sale  to  Sir  William 
Vaughan  in  KilO  by  Guy's  Comjiany 
was  part  of  the  peninsula  of  Avalon  between  Petty  Hai-bour  and  Cape 
Race,  extending  across  to  Placeutia  Bay. 

Sir  William  Vaughan,  D.C.L. — a  brother  of  Loid  Carberry,  celebrated 
as  the   host  of  Jeremy  Taylor,  at   Golden  Grove,  Carmarthenshire — ■ 
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founilt'il  lii.H  Welsh  eoloiiy  in  Tivpasscy  Ilarbour,  naiiiin'^  it  "  Camhiinl 
Colelios,"  and  "  CJoIdcii  Tirove  "  after  their  ancient  seat,  and  "  Vau<,dian's 
Cove,"  as  wc   may  see   it  marked  on  Mason's  map  of  l(i]7.     Van<^lian 


FBRRYLAND,  8II0WINO  BALTIMOBB's  HOUSE, 

From  Fitzhurgh's  map,  i6(j.i. 

sent   over   his   lirst    batch   of   emigrants   in   this   year,   and    iu    IGIS 
Whitbourne,  it  appears,  come  out  with  anotlier  detachment. 
He  informs  ns  : — 

"  I  sayled  thither  in  a  shippo  of  my  own  which  was  victualled  by  that  Rontlcman 
myself  and  some  other?.  AVo  likewise  did  set  forth  another  shippe  for  a  fishing 
voyage  which  also  carried  some  victuals  for  those  people  which  had  been  formerly 
sent  to  inhabit  Lliere,  but  this  ship  was  interccpteil  by  an  English  erring  ciiptaine 

[a   Pirate]  that  went  forth  with  Sir  "Walter  Kawleigh "hereby 

tlie    fishing    voyage    of    both    our   shippcs    was  ovei'thrown   and   the   Plantation 
hindered." 

Poor  Sir  William  Vau<rhan,  after  remainino-  out  iu  Js'ewfoundland 
some  years  and  S|;ending  his  time  writing  his  remarkable  n-f  T-ks,  tluoiioli 
want  of  means  was  first  compelled  to  sell  a  block  ol"  land  to  Lord 
Falkhmd  ;  this  piece  was  six  miles  wide,  extending  from  Renews  to  a 
point  between  Fermeii^e  and  A([ua*"orte,  and  thence  extending  in  two 
parallel  lines  west  to  Placent.a  Bay.  After  making  this  sale,  Vaughan 
disposed  of  the  remaining  northern  portion  of  his  big  territoiy  to 
Lord  Baltimore.  They  had  been  friends  and  fellow  students  at  Oxford, 
and  (juite  iu  a  nntural  way,  as  one  pawns  oti"  a  worthless  horse  on  a 
friend,  so  Sir  William  sold  a  large  portion  of  his  grant  at  a  very  hic-h 
price  to  Lord  Baltimore.  .      .  ...  ■  . 
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WhltV)()Urne  gives  a  sorry  cleHCriptioii  of  Viuiylmn's  coloniNts  : — 
"  Foi'  cei'taiiily  1  hiivo  alfoiidy  seen  and  known  by  ('X|)erioiic('  that  the  di'Hire.l 
l>luutation  can  never  be  made  boneficial  by  Huch  itlle  fclloWH  as  I  found  thoro  in 
IfjIH  when  I  was  there  witli  power  liy  virtue  of  a  grannie  from  tlic  Patentees, 
Avhiih  people  had  remained  there  a  whole  yoere  before  I  came  theare  or  know  any 
or  thera  and  never  applied  theniHelves  to  any  commendable  thing,  no  not  bo  much 
as  to  make  themsolves  a  house  to  lodge  in,  but  lay  in  such  cold  and  8ira])le  rooms 
all  the  winter  as  the  HhIk)  nien  hud  formerly  built  therefor  their  necessary  occasions 
the  yecre  before  those  men  arrived  there," 

Tliese  wretched  emigrantH  nppenr  to  have  ruineil  poor  Vaughnn  ; 
instead  of  lookitig  after  their  work  and  superintending  their  hibours  tlie 
learned  Sir  William  was  busy 
prepjiringhis  fantastic  works ; 
friends  in  England  advised 
him  that  the  best  chance  for 
selling  his  books  was  to  give 
tliem  curious  titles,  thus  we 
liave  his  "  Newlander's  Cure  " 
and  his  "  Golden  Fleece,"  most 
extraordinary  medieys  about 
religion,  medicine,  and  coloni- 
sation. King  James  appears 
to  have  been  generous  and 
kind  to  this  remarkable  exile, 
a  great  scholar  and  most 
absurd     pedant,     after     the 


king's  own  heart.     A 


grant 
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was  made  to  him  in  hia 
extreme  need,  and  partly  at 
his  instance,  in  1023,  two 
men  of  war  were  sent  out  to  convoy  the  Newfoundland  fleet  home. 

The  names  given  by  Vaughan  and  Lord  Falkland  to  the  southern 
shore  have  entirely  disappeared  ;  all  the  other  official  colonisation  schemes, 
from  Bacon  to  Baltimore  and  Kirke,  failed.  They  had  elaborate  charters 
prepared  in  the  chambers  of  kings;  princes  and  potentates  lent  the 
weight  of  their  names  and  dignity  to  these  great  state  documents ;  they 
offered  court  barons,  court  leet,  and  territorial  aggrandisement  to  their 
associates ;  later  on  they  had  those  remarkable  dignitaries,  the  Nova 
Scotia  Baronet:^ ;  all  these  fantastic  titles  and  aristocratic  forms,  the 
devices  of  principalities  and  powers,  faded  and  died  away  in  the  rude 
free  air  of  the  Colonies.  None  of  the  great  patentees,  from  Gilbert  to 
Baltimore,  exercised  the  least  permanent  influence  on  the  history  of 
the  Colony,  least  of  all  Baltimore ;   he   came  and   stayed   an   uneasy 


LORD  ILVLTIMOUIO. 


113 


rliHoonteiited  slay  of  two  seiisoiiH  ;  all  his  coiniiany  of  forty  pci-Hons  left 
the  colony  to^^ftlicr,  ai\il  tlifii  his  Lordsliip  and  his  .si-niinary  priests' 
and  his  nolile  irti'MH!  ami  his  Wi'Ish  colonists  vanish  t'runi  oui'  annals. 

There  has  been  much  acrirncmious  discussion  aliout  Calvert's  char- 
acter ;  on  one  side  he  is  lauded  as  a  saint,  wliilst  some  extreme  writers 
have  denounced  liim  as  a  bigot.  With  his  liastard  son  he  can  hardly 
be  .set  down  as  a  saint,  but  lie  wivs  far  ahead  of  his  age  in  enlightenment ; 
his  relijiion  was  real  and  sincere  ;  his  zeal  for  the  Catholic  faith  was 
genuine  and  honest,  it  was  o])|ioaed  to  all  his  worldly  interests. 

The  truth   is  that,  though  an   amiable,    gentle  and  honest   man    in 
private  life,   in    public  affairs  Baltimore   was  a  weak  man  ;  in  I'arlia- 
ment  he  prostituted  his  talents  for  Court  favour  ;  he   was  undoubtedly 
brave  and    an   enthusiastic  jiioneer 
in    coloidsation,   but  the    nide    life 
and    rough   winds  of   Avalon  were 
morally  and  physically   too  strong 
for  liim  ;    ho  was  neither  an  epuch 
maker     nor    an     empire     founder, 
simply  an  honest  religious  Cavalier. 
The    treatment    of    his    son   by  the 
Stuarts,    whom    the    father  had    so 
loj'ally  and  abjectly  served,  is  one 
of    the    most   treacherous    and    dis- 
honourable acts  of  Charles  I. 

St.  John's  and  the  neighbour- 
hood, from  Petty  Harbour  on  th<* 
south  around  by  Cape  St.  Francis 
to  Holyrood,  Co3iception  Bay,  was 
the  first  settled  part  of  the  Island  : 
from  the  very  earliest  times  St. 
John's  was  the  capital,  the  metro- 
polis and  head-ijuarters  of  the  great 
fishery  and  exchange  carried  on  in 
Newfoundland  ;  the  rendezvous  for 

all  the  convoys,  it  was  connected  with  the  neighbouring  settlements  l)y 
rude  paths  cut  through  the  woods. 

Newfoundland  was  coloniseil  not  by  aristocratic  an<l  fantastic  paten- 
tees, but  by  hard-working  humble  .settlers  from  the  West  of  England  ; 
oppressed  by   the  harsh  laws  of    the  Stuarts,  and  persecuted   by  the 

'  The  Soutliampton  Records  show  that  Soiitliiimphni  Miiiiiiijtiul  Archives-'Book  of 
one  of  Baltimore's  priests  came  home,  under  Exuniiimtioiis,  Ififormatioiis,  aud  Depositions, 
an    assumed   name,  in  August    1021).— (See       No.  42,  A.D.  1U22  to  1643). 

/    p.  2729.  K 
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western  advonturerH,  tliey  clung  with  sturdy  tenacity  to  tlie  land  tli'^y 
had  made  their  lionio.  From  the  ver}'^  earliest  times  they  carried  on  a 
rude  kind  of  agriculture,  raised  vegetables,  and  reared  cattle  antl  swine. 
They  lived  in  the  midst  of  a  ruile  plenty,  game  nnd  tish  being  simply  in 
unlimited  supply.  The  settlements  were  very  nuich  scattered,  and  these 
luiidy  pioneers,  most  skilful  in  woodcraft,  traversed  the  country  in  all 
dii-ections,  made  visits  to  each  other — "  cruizing  "  it  is  still  called  in 
this  country.^ 

Baudoin  says : — 

"The  French  deem  the  country  impassr1)le.  Xot,  s-o  the  English;  they  know 
it  perfectly,  even  tluit  part  which  bclonujsto  France,  for  they  guided  us  every  where 
through  the  wood^  and  along  the  coasts,  wheio  for  more  than  one  huwh-d  awl 
ninrfif  In  tgucs  they  ha\  c  roails  beaten  fit  for  horseback."  - 

Many  peculiarities  of  the  Colony  can  V»e  traced  back  to  oni- 
Devonshire  forefathers.  There  are  ri)  lakes  in  the  West  of  England, 
only  ponds,  so  all  our  lakes  arc  all  called  ponds;  they  had  no  grou«e, 
so  our  willow  grouse  has  al\va3-s  been  most  erroneon.sly  called  a 
partridge;  our  people  possess  remarkable  skill  as  mechanics,  mostly 
self-taught.  The  first  winter  crew.s  left  in  the  Colony,  who  became 
permanent  settlers,  were  ship  and  house  carpenters,  blacksnnths,  &c. 
Our  fisheiMiien's  manual  dexterity  is  no  doubt  partly  inherited  skill, 
and  partly  arises  from  necessity — the  mother  of  invention. 

It  was  doubtless  owing  to  har.>-h  laws  and  the  ho.stility  of  the 
Devonshire  ship-fishermen  that  the  settlers  planted  their  homes  in 
creeks  and  coves ;  where  ships  ould  not  safely  lie.  In  these  open 
roadsteads  they  were  free  from  molestatiim.  This  ex[)lains  the  eai'ly 
settlement  of  such  ]d!»ces  as  Torbay,  Pouch  Cove,  Giates,  and  Bonavist^r, 
which  soon  became  large  settlements.  Official  returns  about  tlie  popida- 
tion  are  misleading;  the  settlers  purposely  concealed  their  miiid)ers  from 
the  naval  authorities.  We  notice  a  great  discrepancy  between  tl.e 
nund  ers  as  given  by  the  Fienc.h  Abbe  Baudoin  and  the  official  cen-ius. 


Ihe  year  1015  nuirks  the  first  prinntive  attempt  to  create  a  formal 
court  of  justice  in  Newfoundland:  our  old  friend  Sir  Richard 
Whitbouriu^  was  sent  out  to  hold  courts  of  Vice-Adnnralty  in  the 
Colony;  it  was  all  carried  out  at  the  poor  old  captain's  own  exjiense  ; 
he  had  not  so  nnieh  as  a  bum-bailift"  to  serve  process,  or  a  room  to 
hold  court  in,  or  any  power  whatever  to  enforce  his  decrees.  Was 
there  ever  such  an  al)surd  plan  of  governing  a  country,  maintaining 
Gi'der,  and   administering  justice,  as   this  cheap  device  of  King  James  ! 

'   A     ImU     si'iit     lior    serviiiit — an    out-       '' Thi- Mistress  wants  to  know,  '  Mmu,' if  you 
harbour  iiiiui — to  iisk  a  friiml  to  ^o  ciiUin^       wii)  go  crMic/m/ with  Iht  this  nfternoon." 
with   liiT.     I  lie    iuts.sage   delivered   was  :  —  ^  IUudoin'b  MS.  Diary,  Queltec  MSS. 
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Most  extraonlinaiy  things  have  been  done  in  nio'levn  times  in  tl.e 
Colony ;  early  in  this  century  an  ardent  liberal  medico  started  on  a 
pan  of  ice  to  aid  Ypsilanti,  the  Greek  patriot.  This  project  was  hardly 
a  wilder  scheme  than  Whitbourne's  Vice-Admiralty  Court. 

Of  course  it  was  the  duty  of  the  doughty  Sir  Richard  to  ma!:i[nify 
his  duties,  and  tilled  with  all  the  dignity  of  office,  and  rejoicing  in  the 
confidence  of  his  sovereifjn,  he  tells  us,  in  his  own  inimitable  wav,  the 
result  of  his  judicial  round  of   lectures  to  the  wild  rovers  and  daring 


BXETER. 

From  Speed's  Prospect,  1610. 


adventurers  that  then  carried  on  the  Newfoundland  trade  ;  no  doubt 
they  listened  to  the  old  mariner  with  respect,  and  all  promised  to 
beliave  themselves.  During  the  next  two  or  three  yejirs  disordei's  were 
woi'se  than  ever. 

Whitbourne  tells  us  : — 

'  I  set  forth  from  tlic  Port  of  Excotor  on  the  11th  Mny  161o  in  a  Hark 
victualled  and  maiuieil  with  11  men  and  boyes  at  my  own  charjie  ;  tm  tho  4tli  June 
being  Trinity  Sunday,  I  anchored  in  Trinity  Hiiibour  and  thoro  in  tho  name  of  tbo 
Holy  and  lndiuidur.ll  Trinity  I  called  tv)^cther  by  virtue  of  my  commission  the 
mnstcT-s  of  the  Ene'lish  ships  ther(>  lyinj?,  and  so  begun  to  hold  tho  first  ('otirt  of 
Admiralty  in  your  Majesty's  name   that  ever  was  u^  I  believe   hoUlen  in  that 

11   2 
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Country  to  the  use  of  any  Christian  Prince  and  proceeded  therein  according  to 
course  of  law  as  the  tcnoiir  of  my  commission  did  warrant  mo  therein ;  also  in 
other  Haiboiirs  of  the  said  Coast  1  did  the  like."  ' 

Having  carefullj'  inquired  int<i  the  disonlers  committed  on  the 
coast,  the  masters  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  English  ships  "  delivered 
to  the  Court,  under  their  liands  and  seals,  their  presentments,"  which  in 
turn  "Whitbourne  transferred  to  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty.  These 
presentments  are  summarised  under  twelve  heads  ;  the  most  important 


were: 


"  Non-observance  of  the  Sabbath  Day. 

■'  Injury  to  tiie  Harbours  by  casting  into  them  large  stones. 

"  Destroying  fishing  stages  and  huts. 

"  Monopoly  of  convenient  space. 

"  Pjntering  tho  service  of  other  countries. 

"  Burning  woods. 

"  And  lastly  Idleness  parent  of  all  evils."  * 


The  masters  vho  put  their  jiresentments  on  record  declared  that 
thef^e  disorders  should  cease.  Thus  ended  this  legal  farce.  It  is  to  bo 
hoped  old  Whitbourne  got  through  his  cases  in  what  an  old  bailiff 
used  to  call  a  "  summinaiy  "  manner,  so  as  to  enable  him  and  his  crew 
to  get  a  load  of  fish  when  he  threw  off  the  bui-then  of  his  judicial 
dignity. 

Whitbourne  is  the  Captain  John  Smith  of  our  colonial  histoiy  ;  like 
his  great  prototype — the  most  pictures(jue  figure  in  the  annals  of 
Virginia — he  was  a  devout  High  Churehnian,  an  utter  despiser  of 
Brownists,  Puritans,  and  all  othei'  new-fangled  religions,  a  sound  high- 
hearted Englishman,  devoted  to  his  country  and  her  ancient  Colony  ; 
like  Smith  he  was  everj'thing  by  turns — sailor,  ti'aveller,  author,  judge, 
and  colonial  governor ;  in  his  last  years  we  can  fancy  the  tine  old 
mariner  sitting  in  his  pleasant  cottage  at  Exmouth,  within  sound  of  the 
sea  he  loved  so  well,  writing  Avith  his  crabbed  old  hand  : — 

"  A  relation  of  the  Newfoundland  with  a  more  ample  dincoveiy  of  Ihat  Country 
than  euer  was  j'et  set  foorth  to  the  open  viowe,  together  with  tho  Briofes  or 
such  Presentments  as  were  there  taken  to  use  of  your  Majestic,  by  vertue  of  a 
commisBion  vnder  the  Broad  Scale  of  the  Admiraltio  directed  to  me  Richard 
Whitbourne." ' 

He  concludes  his  work  with  an  eloquent  appeal  to  the  King  : — ■ 

"  And  these  excellent  benefits  distribute  thcnisolues,  between  your  Maiestio 
and  your  Subiects :  your  Highuesso  part  will  be  the  Honour  of  the  Action ;  the 
acccsse  of  Territory,  increase  of  strength  and  power,  adunntagc  against  other 
Princes,  augmentation  of  Rouonew,  and  ease  of  your  Maicsties  Kingdomos,  &c. 
The  Subiects  part  will  be  tho  bettering  and  securing  of  their  Trade ;  inriching 
of  themselues  ;  reliefe  of  other  Trades  ;  and  a  meancs  of  further  Discouerics. 


'  Wnixnot^HNK's  Discoume. 
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B  ut  these  two  bane  a  relation  and  dependency,  tbe  one  on  the  other,  that 
neither  can  subsist  without  the  other.  I  will  not  therefore  diuide  your  Jliiicstie 
from  your  Subiects ;  your  Highnesso  prosporitie  being  their  bappinesse  ;  and  their 
wealth,  your  Maiesties  riches. 

"  The  first  thing  which  is  to  be  hoped  for,  and  which  hath  eiier  been  your 
Maiesties  principall  care,  is  the  propagation  of  the  Cbriatinn  faith  :  and  by  that 
meanes  onely,  the  poorp  vnbcloeuing  Inhabitants  of  that  Countrey  may  be 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  a  eiuill  kinde  of  gouernement :  and  it  is 
not  a  thing  impossible,  but  that  from  those  slender  begiiuiings  which  may  bee 
made  in  New-found-land,  all  the  regions  adioyning  (\\  .loh  botweene  this  place, 
and  the  countries  actually  possessed  l)y  the  King  of  Spaine,  and  to  the  north  of 
Ncw-fonnd-laud,  are  so  spacious  as  all  Europe)  may  be  conuerted  to  the  true 
worship  of  God. 

"  The  next  is,  the  vniting  of  a  Countrey  so  beneficiall  already,  and  so 
promising  vnto  your  Maiesties  Crowno,  without  bloodshed,  charge,  or  vsixi'palion, 
wliich  must  needs  be  a  perpetuall  Honour  to  your  Maicstic,  in  all  succeeding 
ages;  neither  will  it  be  an  Honour  onely  to  y^.  ir  Highnesse,  but  a  benefit 
to  the  State,  by  a  new  accesse  of  Dominion.  And  what  Prince  can  enlarge 
his  Territories  by  a  more  easic  and  luore  iust  racanes  then  this,  seeing  that 
of  right  it  appertaiueth  to  your  Maiestie,  and  therefore  desernes  to  be 
imbraced  ? 

"  Now  if  it  please  your  most  excellent  Maiestie  not  onely  to  lend  your  care 
to  a  Proiect  of  this  nature,  but  also  to  approue  the  mutter  proiected,  and  vouchsafe 
the  furtherance  therein,  the  which  out  of  my  soules  deuotion,  and  zealous  afCection 
to  do  seruice  to  your  Maiestie  and  your  Kingdomes,  I  tender  on  my  knees  ;  most 
humbly  beseeching  your  Highnesse,  both  to  accc|it  of  my  honest  and  zealous 
intent,  as  also  to  pardon  my  boldnesse  and  presumption  therein ;  for  it  is,  and  so 
hath  euer  been  my  resolution,  rather  to  beare  the  burden  of  pouerty,  than  iustly 
to  deserue,  or  giue  cause  of  reproach  ;  and  to  subiect  all  the  daycs  of  my  life,  and 
the  manifold  dangers  thereof,  thereby  to  approue  my  selfe  a  profual)le  member, 
both  to  your  Maiestie,  and  to  my  countrey  that  gaue  mee  my  first  breath;  for 
which  onely  cause  I  haue  adventured  to  publish  this  my  simple  and  plaino 
Discourse,  whereunto  my  very  conscience  hath  a  long  time,  and  still  doth  not 
forbeare  to  soUicite  me. 

"  The  prosecution  and  perfection  of  the  worke,  I  leaue  to  the  pleasure  of 
God,  and  your  Maiesties  happy  directions,  in  the  discourse  and  discouery  whereof, 
if  1  haue  either  been  tedious,  or  any  other  way  oil'ensiue,  it  is  to  1)0  imputed 
to  my  want  of  learning:  and  so,  though  perhajw  1  doe  not  satiefie  some  men's 
curiosities,  yet  I  hope  I  haue  sufRciicntly  infornaed  their  iudgcmonts  ;  and  beseech 
God  to  incline  their  aH'ections  to  tho  furtherance  of  so  pious  and  so  profitable  a 
businesse,  as  this  appeareth  to  be. 

"  And  so  I  rest,  and  euer  will  remaine,  a  faithfull  and  loyall  Subiect  to  your 
Maiestie,  an  hearty  and  true  louer  of  my  Countrey,  and  a  zealous  welhvisher  to 
this  intended  plantation. 

"  RicHAUD  Wjiitbourne."  ' 

With  a  twinkle  in  his  humorous  old  eye  he  tells  us  of  the 
"  mosquitos  '' : — 

"  Those  flies  seerae  to  have  a  greate  power  and  authority  upon  all  loytering 
people  that  come  to  the  Newfoundland  ;  for  they  have  the  property,  that  when 
tbey  find  any  such  lying  lazily,  or  sleeping  iu  tho  Woods,  they  will  presently  bee 


*  Whitbol'R.ne's  Discourse. 
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more  nimble  to  seize  on  them,  than  any  Sargeant  will  bee  to  arrest  a  man  for  debt ; 
neither  will  they  leave  stinging  or  sucking  cut  the  blood  of  such  sluggards,  untill 
like  a  beadle  they  Ijiing  him  to  his  Master,  where  hee  should  labour  ;  in  which 
time(  loytoring  those  Hies  will  so  brand  such  idle  persons  in  their  faces,  that  they 
may  l)e  known  from  others  as  the  Turks  doe  their  slaves."  ' 

Wliitbourne's  book,  with  its  quaint  conceits,  took  the  fancy  of  King 
James,  himself  a  "  Royall  and  noble  Author  ";  he  gave  him  the  sole 
right  of  printing  and  selling  it  for  twenty-one  years,  and  orders  were 
sent  to  the  archbishops  for  its  distribution  in  every  parish  in  the 
kingdom.  Our  author  seems  to  have  made  some  profit  out  of  his  work, 
as  there  were  no  less  than  seven  editions  of  the  book  published 
between  1021  and  1G23. 

The  last  we  hear  of  o!d  Sir  Ricliaid  is  a  petition  to  the  Stuarts  for 
a  small  post  under  the  Crown  as  inspector  of  provisions  for  the 
merchant  ships  ;  he  asks — 

"  To  be  allowed  to  superintend  the  orderly  salting  and  preserving  of  victuals 
or  the  well  baking  of  biskett  bread,  the  tymolio  and  well  breewingof  bcare,  and  also 
the  filling  of  sweet  casks  for  the  same.  In  which  kind  of  employment  he  has  had 
long  experience." 

He  also  prays  to  be  appointed  superintendent  of  one  of  I  he  western 
ports,  or  to  get  command  of  a  ship  ;  he  proposes  a  method,  at  no  charge 
to  His  Majesty  or  to  His  Majesty's  subjects,  for  keeping  two  men  of 
war  and  pinnaces  for  the  protection  of  the  Newfoundland  fisherJ^ 
Whitbourne's  relations  belonged  to  Widdecome,  in  Devon,  where  many 
yeomen  of  his  kith  and  kin  lie  buried.  There  is  no  monument  to  mark 
the  last  resting  place  of  the  poor  old  battered  and  decayed  Elizabethan 
hero,  our  constant  ally  and  friend,  Sir  Richard  Whitbourne.^ 

Lord  Falkland,  the  nominal  head  of  the  Dublin  Company  for 
colonising  Newfoundland,  nmst  not  be  confounded  with  his  son,  the 


'  WniT'iotTRNK's  JJisroiirse. 

-  1626,  XoveiiibtT  10,  in  u  Petition  to 
tlic  Duke  of  liiickingliuui,  in  tlie  I'eijrn  of 
Cliailes  1.  (contained  in  the  Calendar  of  State 
Tiipers),  'NVhitbourne  states  :  "  A  traveller 
and  adventurer  into  foreij^n  countries  at  1,5 
years  of  aj^e,  lie  was  ca|)tain  of  a  f;oo(l 
slii])  of  his  own  in  158S,  and  rendered  jrood 
service  J  lias  often  been  frreatly  wronged  by 
pirates  in  Newfonndhuid,  wliere  he  was 
subsequently  emjiloyed,  by  eoiiiinission,  for 
the  reformation  of  abuses  yearly  eoniiiiittod 
there,  and  other  special  affairs  on  that 
const ;  wrote  a  large  discourse,  which  was 
presented  to  Kiiif;  .lames,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  and  distributed  in  every  parish 
throughout  K'  land,  to  show  the  benefits 
of  settling  a  plantation  there.  lias  been 
twice  to  that  country  to  help  advance  iv 
jiluntation    underlaVeu    by    Lord    Falkland  : 


encloses    a   certificate    of    his   good  services 
and  losses." 

AVhitbouriie  was  probably  knighted  for 
his  "  Large  Discourse  "  and  his  services  in 
ttie  Armada  fight,  which  lie  states  "  is  to  be 
seen  recorded  in  the  book  at  Wliit(diall." 
For  this  sturdy  old  sailor  every  Ncwfouiid- 
laiidcr  should  feci  a  deep  affection.  His  love 
for  our  island  was  wonderful ;  through  good 
report  and  evil  report  he  always  stood  by  us  ; 
his  description  of  the  Colony  is  in  the  main  a 
true  report,  and  agrees  with  contemiKirary 
•I'.iiunts  of  Pe 'kliain,  Mason,  Vaugliau, 
Hayes,  &c.  ;  he  tlirew  in  ii  few  wondi'rfiil 
tales,  such  as  the  "  Mnrniaide "  and  the 
"  Mosquito,"  to  tickle  the  ears  of  the  ground- 
lings. The  Hon.  11.  IJond  did  suitable  respect 
to  the  nieinory  of  the  old  '*  Worthy  of 
Devjn,"  by  naming  our  first  important 
railway  junction  "  Whitbourue." 
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distingui.sheil  patriot  and  hero  of  the  Civil  War.  Falkland's  colonisation 
schome  embraced  a  settlement  between  Baltimore's  and  Vaughan's  colony  : 
it  extended  six  miles  wide  from  a  straight  line  drawn  half-way  between 
Aquaforte  and  Fermeuse  to  Placentia  Bay,  and  a  similar  line  drawn 
west  on  the  southern  boundary. 

Henry  Gary,  the  first  Lord  J^alkland,  was  made  Lord  Deputy  of  Ire- 
land by  James  I.  ;  he  was  a  man  of  considerable  literary  a])ility,  and  took 
a  deep  interest  in  schemes  for  colonising  America  ;  the  organisation  of  his 
colony  was  carried  out  by  his  associates  ;  he  appears  to  have  taken  very 
little  active  part  in  the  company.  The  colonists  were  like  tlie  uncivilized 
Welsh  brought  out  by  Wynne ;  it  was  the  custom  of  the  age  to  captui-e 
men  for  all  kinds  of  service,  and  in  all  probability 
Vaughan's  settlers  and  Falkland's  colonists  were 
simply  coiTalled  like  so  many  cattle,  and  sent 
out  to  the  new  settlement.  There  was  no 
practical  farmer  to  tea.h  them  how  to  clear  the 
land  ;  they  wei'e  green  hands,  and  no  use  at  the 
fishery ;  it  is  no  marvel,  therefore,  to  find,  after 
reading  Whitbourne's  account  of  their  idleness, 
and  Hayman's  description  of  tlieir  management, 
and  the  dishonesty  of  agents  like  Wynne  and 
Powell,  that  they  were  failures ;  these  causes, 
combined  with  the  want  of  a  practical,  energetic, 
experienced  man  at  the  head  of  affairs,  fully 
explains    why    these     aristocratic     schemes    to 

colonise  Newfoundland  did  not  succeed.  We  can  admire  the  enthusiasm 
that  set  them  on  foot,  the  eloquent  language  with  which  they  were 
recommended  to  the  public  ;  the  colonies  were  f-ettled  by  poor  hard- 
work  "ng  fearless  men,  not  by  these  courtiers  and  enthusiastic  writers 
or  the  poor  slaves  they  sent  out  to  people  the  New  World.  Not  a 
vestige  of  these  colonies  now  remain ;  all  the  fantastic  names  of  New 
Falkland,  Cambiiol  Colchos,  ^'aughan's  Cove,  Brittaniola,  &c.,  with  the 
one  exception  of  Baltimore's  Avalon,  have  disappeared  from  tlie  majis, 
and  there  is  not  a  Welsh  family  remaining  on  the  whole  southern  shoni 
of  Newfoundland,  except  the  honoured  family  of  Williams  of  Bay 
Bulls. 

Lord  Falkland's  proposals  were  printed  in  a  book  entitled  : — 

"  A  short  discourse  of  the  New-found-land  contayniug  diver.so  reasons  nnd 
inducements  for  the  iilantiiig  of  that  couutrey. 

'•  rublished  for  the  satisfaetioii  of  all  such  as  sball  l)e  willing  to  be  adventurers 
in  the  said  Plantation. 

"  Dublin  :  Printed  bj  the  Societie  of  Stationers  MDC.XXIIL 
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"  To  the  Right  Hun.  Henry  Lo.  Gary  Viscount  Falkland  Lo.  Dcputie  Genenill 
of  Ireland  and  one  of  Hi^  Majesties  most  honourable  privie  Cuuncell  in  the  Reulme 
of  England. 
•*  My  Lord. 

"  I  present  with  the  view  of  your  judicious  censure  the  short  Discourse  or  rather 
an  abstract  of  a  discourse,  intended  only  as  a  satisfaction  unto  such  as  may  be 
willing  to  joyne  with  your  Lordship  in  so  noble  a  designo  as  is  the  j)lantation  of 
the  Newfoundland,  wherein  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that  many  will  follow  your 
Lordship's  stepi)8  in  so  honourable  a  worke  especially  in  the  Kingdome  where  the 
name  of  a  Phtntntion  is  so  farre  from  being  a  stranger  as  it  hath  been  the  originall 
oause  from  whence  very  many  have  derived  their  happinesse.  I  caimot  deeme  but 
that  the  weake  handling  of  this  discnurse  better  beseemes  the  poor  demonstration 
of  my  zeale  to  your  Lordship's  service  than  any  possibility  to  comprehend  the 
worthinesse  of  the  action  within  the  compasse  of  a  bare  relation. 

"  Reasons  for  planting — it  is  for  the  Honour  of  G>)d  and  the  King  ;  that  Part 
of  the  Country  is  not  inhabited ;  His  Majestys  undoubted  right  to  the  Country  ;  that 
the  London  Plantation  has  been  f  ettled  13  years  [Guys] ;  the  Bristol  Plantation 
6  years,  and  Lord  Baltimore  the  two  years  last  past;  the  advantages  of  Trade  from 
Ireland  to  Newfoundland. 

"  Conditions  are,  that  any  one  paying  £100  is  to  have  half  a  Harbour  on  the 
north  side  of  Trinity  Bay  and  Stages  Room  in  Fermeuse  or  Renews,  and  1000 
acres  of  land.  For  £200  a  whole  Harbour  in  Trinity  Bay,  4000  acres  north  of 
Trinity-  Harbour,  and  stage  room  for  2  Rooms  at  Renews  and  Fermeuse.  Other 
amounts  paid,  to  obtain  benefits  proportionably." 

The  pamphlet  is  very  well  written.  Sir  Francis  Tanfield,  who 
figures  in  Guy's  Company,  was  appointed  governor ;  it  appears  he  never 
came  out  to  his  kingdom,  and  the  whole  scheme  fell  through. 

In  the  latter  part  of 
James  I.'s  reigii  a  very  im- 
portant point  about  fishery 
rights  in  the  plantations  began 
to  be  agitated  ;  it  raised  the 
whole  question  as  to  the  absolute 
authority  of  the  Crown  over 
the  colonies,  and  had  a  dire 
effect  on  the  Stuart  dynasty. 

The  Plymouth  Company 
claimed  the  right  to  charge 
the  English  ship-fishermen  who 
fiequented  the  coast  a  licence 
fee  equal  to  eighty-three  cents 
per  ton,  and  to  forbid  vessels 
engaged  in  commerce  to  enter 
any  port  along  the  entire  coast 
without  liability  to  seizure  and  confiscation,  and  such  punishment  for 
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the  captain  nnd  crew  as  the  Council  thought  proper  to  inflict.     Bradford 

says : — 

"  -^''0°*^  ye  later  end  of  Juno  came  in  a  sliip  with  Captaine  Francis  West  who 
had  a  Comission  to  be  Admirall  of  Now  England  to  restraine  interlopers  and 
such  hshing  s^hips  as  caiao  to  fisli  and  trade  without  a  licence  from  ye  Counseli  of 
New  England,  for  which  they  should  pay  a  rounde  sume  of  money.  But  he  could 
doe  no  good  of  them,  for  they  were  to  btrouge  for  him  and  he  found  ye  fisher  men 
to  be  stuberne  fellows." 

The  West  Countrymen  brought  their  grievunce  before  Parliament. 
A  discussion  aro«e,  in  which  Calvert,  the  Secretary  of  State,  defended 
the  patentees'  right  to  this  monstrous  monopoly.  He  argued,  "America 
"  )8  not  annexed  to  the  realm,  it  is  a  plantation  solely  governed  by  the 
"  Crown."  The  great  lawyer  Coke'  made  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  the 
principal  patentee,  come  to  the  bar  of  the  House.     Coke  argued  :—  ' 

"  Your  Patent  contains  many  particulars  contrary  to  law  and  the  liberty  of 
the  subject;  It  IS  a  monopoly,  and  the  ends  of  private  gain  are  concealed  under 
color  of  planting  a  Colony;  to  prevent  our  Fishermen  from  visiting  the  Sea  Coast 
tor  hshing,  18  to  make  a  monoj^ly  upon  the  seas  which  are  wont  to  b«  free  •  if  you 
alone  are  to  pack  and  dry  fish  yon  attempt  a  monopoly  of  the  wind  and  sun.'" 

On  the  accession  of  Charles  T.,  the  Commons  passed  a  Bill  for  the 
maintenance  and  increase  of  shipping  and  navigation,  and  for  liberty  of 
fishing  in  Newfoundland,  Virginia,  and  New  England.  The  Bill  was 
thrown  out  by  the  Court  party  in  the  Lords ;  on  this  the  Commons 
refused  to  grant  the  king  a  subsidy.  It  was  one  of  the  first  difficulties 
between  Charles  and  Parliament. 


'  Coke  posed  as  a  reformer  in  this  matter  ; 
the  real  motive  was  his  bitter  liatiud  of  his 
rival,  Bacon.  All  the  same,  he  rendered  great 
service  to  England  as  adviser  to  those  who 
opposed  the  tyranny  of  the  Crown.  The 
London   Company,  who  led  tbis  attack  on 


Gorges,  and  the  Plymouth  patentees  had  a 
similar  nionopolj.  For  further  information 
on  this  interestinfj  subject  consult  Sir  Ferdi^ 
Ttando  Goryes,  by  James  Thinney  Baxter, 
ii.A. 
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I.  London  and  Bristol  Co.'s  Charter. 

{l/arl.  580,/o/.  8.) 

James  ^y  tlie  Grace  of  pod  kinpe  of 
England  Scottland  ffrance  and  IrolaiuU-  de- 
feiiiliT  of  the  faith  to  all  people  to  whume 
these  presents  shall  come  greeteiug, 

Enowe  yoe  whereas  divers  our  Invinge 
and  well  disposed  subjectes  are  desirous  to 
make  plantaeon  to  inhabite  rnd  establisiie  a 
Colohy  or  Colonies  in  the  Southerne  and 
easterne  p'tes  of  the  country  and  Islande 
eommonlie  called  Newfoundland  unto  the 
coast  and  harbours  whereof  the  subji^cfs  of 
tliis  our  Itealine  of  England  liave  for  the  space 
of  fiftie  veares  and  upwards  yearlie  used  to 
resorte  in  noe  small  numbers  to  fishe,  in- 
tendinge  by  such  i)lantacon  and  inhabitinge 
both  to  secure  and  make  safe  the  trade  of 
fishinge  to  our  sirtijeefes  for  ever,  and  alsr,  to 
make  some  commendable  benifitt  for  the  use 
of  man  kinde  by  the  land  and  profitt  thereof 
which  hitluTto  from  the  bcginniiige,  (as  it 
seemeth  luanifest)  hath  remained  unprofit- 
table. 

And  for  better  performance  of  such 
their  purpose  and  intencons  have  humblic 
besoughte  our  royal  auilioritie  and  assislaiirt; 
we  beinge  well  assured  that  the  tame  country 
adjoining  to  the  foresaid  coastes,  where  our 
subjects  use  to  fishe  remaineth  so  destitute 
and  so  desolate  of  inhabitaunte  that  scarce 
any  one  salvage  person  hath  in  many  yeares 
beene  seene  in  the  moste  p'tes  thereof."  And 
well  knowing  that  the  same  lyeing  and  being 
soo  vacant  is  as  well  for  the  reasons  aforesaid 
as  for  many  orhtr  reasons  very  commodious 
for  us  and  our  dominions  and  that  by  the  hnvo 
of  nature  and  nations  we  maie  of  our  rcyall 
authoritie  possesse  ourselves,  and  nuike 
graunte  thereof  without  doeinge  wronge,  to 
anie  other  prince  or  state,  considering  they 
cannot  justely  pretend  anie  soueraignitie  or 
righte  thereunto  in  respect  that  the  same 
remaineth  soo  vacant  and  not  actualiie  pos- 
sessed .  .id  inhabited  by  any  Christian  or  any 
other  whoniesoever,  and  therefore  thinekoinge 
it  a  matter  aiid  action  well  beseeming  a 
Christian  kinge  to  make  use  of  that  w'ch  Uod 
from  the  beginning  created  for  mankinde,  and 
thereby  inter  ding  not  onlie  to  worke  and 
pruve  the  benifitt  and  good  of  many  of  our 
subjeetes,  but  princii)allie  to  ourselves  to 
enorease  the  knowledge  of  the  omnipotent  God 
and  the  jiropagacon  of  our  Christian  faith 
have  graei'juslie  assented  of  their  intention 
and  suite. 


And  therefore  doe  of  our  speeiall 
grace,  certaine  knowledge  and  meere  motion 
for  us  our  heires  and  successors  give  granule 
and  confirme  by  these  p'ts  unto  our  right 
deare  and  right  wellbeloved  cossinne  and 
fellow  Henry  Earle  of  Northampton,  keeper 
of  our  privie  scale  and  to  our  trustie  and 
right  welbeloved  Sir  Lawrence  Tanffield 
knight  cheife  barron  of  our  exchecpier  (Sir 
John  Doddridge  knighte  one  of  our  serjaunts 
at  Lawe  Sir  tfraunces  Bacon  knight  our 
Sollicitor  generall  [here  follow  forty-two 
names  including]  ,Tohn  Slany,  John  Guy, 
I'hilip  Guy  and  Kobert  Aldwonh,  theiro 
heires  and  assignes  and  to  soo  many  as  they 
shall  liereafter  udniitt  to  be  joyned  with  them 
in  forme  hereafter  expressed,  whether  ihey 
goe  in  their  persons  to  be  planters  in  the 
Iilantacon  or  whether  they  goe  not  but  doe 
adventure  theire  moneys  goods  and  chattells. 

That  they  shalbe  one  bodie  or  com- 
munitie  perjietuall  and  sliall  luive  perpetuall 
possession  and  one  common  scale  and  that 
they  and  their  successors  shalbe  knowne  as 
the  Tresorer  and  company  of  aducnturers 
and  planters  of  the  cittie  of  London  and 
liristoll  for  the  colony  or  plantaeon  in  New- 
foundland and  tliat  they  and  theire  successors 
shalbe  from  lienceforth  for  ever  enabled  to 
l)urchiise  by  that  name  (license  from  us  first 
obtayned)  lande  and  goods  within  our  realme 
of  England  and  Walles  and  that  they  shalbe 
likewise  enabled  by  that  name  to  pleade  and 
to  be  impleaded  before  any  our  judges  in  any 
of  our  courtes  and  in  any  actions. 

And  under  the  reservacons  limitacons 
and  deelarac~)ns  hereafter  expressed  all  that 
p'le  and  portion  of  the  country  eommonlie 
called  Newfoundland  w'ch  is  situate,  lying 
and  beiny  to  the  southward  of  the  parallel 
lyne  to  be  eonceaved  to  passe  by  the  cape 
eommonlie  called  Jionwiste  inclusive  w'ch 
cape  IS  *o  the  Northward  of  Trinitie  Ray 
and  also  w'ch  is  situate  to  the  eastward  of  the 
mercdian  line  to  pass  by  the  cape  St.  Maries 
inclusire  w'ch  cnpe  is  to  the  eastward  of  the 
bay  of  Placentia  together  with  the  shoare 
and  islands  lyiny  within  tenne  leaynes  of  any 
]i'fe  of  the  sea  coast  of  the  country  and  alsne 
all  those  countrycs  lande  and  Islands  eom- 
monlie caliid  Newfoundland  w'ch  are  situate 
betweene/or^^  and  sixc  deyrees  of  Norlherlie 
latitude  and  two  and  Jiflie  degrees  of  the  like 
latitude  and  all  the  lande  soile  grounde 
havens,  pones  rivers  mines  aswell  royall 
mines  of  gold  and  silver  as  other  mine-alls 
pearles   and   precious  stones   woods  quarries 
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marshes  waters  fishing  hunnting  hawkinge 
fowluingc  coinmoditit's  niid  huruditaiiiL'iits 
whatsoL'ver  tojffther  w'th  all  prerogativen 
jurisdiutions  royailties,  priviledges  franchizea 
and  preliemintes  thereto  nr  thereahoute  hoth 
hy  sea  and  land  heloii^ing  or  appertainiiige 
and  w'ch  we  by  our  letters  pattente  caniio 
graunte  and  in  as  ain()lu  manner  as  we  or  any 
of  our  noble  progenitor*  have  graunted  to  any 
adventurerit  or  undertakers  of  any  discuverie 
plantacun  or  tratii(|uo  into  any  forraigne 
p'tes  and  in  as  ample  manner  as  if  the  same 
weere  heerein  p'ticuiarlie  mentioned. 

Nevertheless  that  there  be  saved 
and  reserved  unto  all  manner  of  persons  (if 
what  nation  soever  and  also  to  all  our  loving 
suhjectes  u'ch  doc  at  this  p'nt  or  hereafter 
shall  trade  or  voi/adge  to  the  partes  aforesaid 
for  fishing  all  liberties  powers  easements 
and  all  other  bcnlfiits  as  well  concerning  their 
fishing  as  tcell  all  other  circumstances  and 
incidents  thereunto  in  as  ample  manner  as 
they  have  heretofore  used  and  enjoyed  the 
same  without  any  impedimente  disturbance 
or  oposition  any  tliinge  in  these  p'uts  to  the 
coutrarie  notwithstandinge. 

To  have  and  hould  all  the  lands 
Countryes  and  territories,  with  ;ill  the  pre- 
mises to  the  sole  and  proper  use  of  tlieui, 
&c.  to  be  holden  of  us  our  heires  and 
suceessors  as  of  our  manor  of  Kast  (Jreene- 
wieh  in  the  county  of  Kente  in  free  and 
common  soccage  ?  and  not  in  eapito,  Yeeld- 
iuge  to  us  the  fifthe  parte  of  all  the  stoire 
of  gold  and  silver  gotten  and  obtayned  for 
all  services  duties  acd  demands  : 

And  for  as  much  as  the  good  and 
prosperous  suecesse  of  the  pluntaeon  (raiuiot 
but  cheifelie  depend  most  under  the  blessing 
of  god  and  the  support  of  our  royal! 
authoritie  upon  the  provident  and  good  direc- 
tion of  the  whole  enterprize  by  a  carefull  and 
understanding  counsell,  and  that  it  is  not 
convenient,  that  all  the  adventurers  shalbe 
soo  often  drawen  to  meete  and  assemble  as 
shalbe  requisite  for  them  to  have  meetings 
and  conference  about  their  affaires. 

Therefore  *!>»♦  these  slmlbe  per- 
petuallie  one  counsell  consistinge  of  twelve 
p'sons  here  resident  in  London  w'cli  shall 
governe  the  plantaiTon  or  any  colonies  to  be 
established,  w'ch  counsell  shall  have  u  scale, 
besides  the  legal!  scale  of  the  company,  each 
of  w'ch  shall  have  our  armes  engraven  on 
the  one  side  and  our  portrature  on  the  other 
and  that  the  legal!  scale  shall  have  round 
about  on  both  sides  these  words  :  Sigillum 
thesauraru  et  commimitatis  terra  nova  and 
that  for  the  counsel! :  Siyilum  Regis  maynac 
Jiritanniae  fraunciae  et  hiberniae  and  on  the 
other  side:  Pro  concilia  terrae  novae. 


And    further    that 

Willoughbie    Knight    John 


Sir      Percivall 
Weld    Escjuire 


Raphe  ffreman,  Richard  fBsheburne,  Joim 
Stookely  William  Turner,  William  Jones, 
John  tjlany,  Humfrey  .Slaney,  John  Weeld, 
Thomas  Lupon  and  Tboiuas  Jones  shalbe  tlie 
counsel!  and  Johu  Slany  trcsurer  with 
authoritie  for  the  warning  of  the  counsel!  and 
summoning  the  eotnpunic  and  the  counsell 
and  tresurer  shalbe  chosen  continued  displaced 
changed  and  supplied  as  occasions  shall 
require  out  of  the  adventurers  by  the  voite  of 
the  greater  p'tc  iu  their  assembly  for  that 
purpose. 

And  that  the  companie  maie  cause  to 
be  made  a  coine  to  passe  current  betweene 
the  people  inhabitinge  in  these  territories  for 
the  more  eas ;  tratfiique  and  bargaining 
between  and  amongnt  them  of  juch  imture 
mettle  manner  and  forme  as  the  counsell 
there  shall  lymitt  and  appointe. 

And  that  if  the  tresurer  for  the  tymc 
being  be  sicke  or  absente  from  the  cittie  of 
Loudon  he  may  constitute  one  of  the  counsell 
to  bo  deputie  with  power  to  doe  all  things 
which  belong  to  the  tresurer. 

And  further  to  nominate  by  such 
names  or  styles  as  shall  seeme  good  to  them 
(and  likewise  to  revoke)  all  governours,  offtcei s 
and  ministers  and  to  make  lawes,  formes  and 
ceremonies  of  government  and  magistratie 
and  revoke  and  change  not  onlie  Mithin  the 
precincts  of  the  cokmie  bu*  also  upon  the 
seas  in  going  and  coming  for  the  good  of  the 
adventurers  and  inhabitors  there. 

And  for  divers  reasons  and  con- 
siderations that  immediately  fiom  and  after 
such  tyme  as  any  governour  soe  to  be 
nominated  shall  arive  in  Newfoundland  and 
give  notice  of  his  commission  in  that  behalfe, 
all  officers  governours  and  ministers  former!}' 
appointed  shalbe  discharged,  stra'ghtlie  com- 
manding them  and  everie  other  p'sou  resident 
in  the  Colonic  upon  their  alleageance  that  they 
forthwith  be  obedient  to  such  government  an 
the  counsell  heere  resident  shall  have  named 
and  to  all  directions  w'ch  tliey  shall  receive 
from  them  as  well  iu  their  ji'nt  resigneing 
their  authoritie  as  in  all  other  attendance  as 
shall  be  by  thorn  required. 

And  that  the  counsell  heere  resident 
in  London  or  any  five  of  thiiu  the  tresurer 
being  one  shall  have  full  power  to  admitt  any 
other  person  with  their  companie  orfreedome. 

And  further  in  a  general!  assemblie 
of  the  adventurers  with  the  consent  of  th',' 
giviter  p'te  upon  good  cause  to  put  any 
person  out  of  the  freedoine. 

And  by  direction  of  the  governour 
there  to  digg  and  to  search  for  gould  silver 
cooz-iron  lead  tynne  and  other  minerells  as 
well  M-ithin  the  precincts  as  within  ani/  p'te  of 
the  maineland  not  formerlie  graunted  to  any 
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oHwr  and  to  Imve  the  gnuld  &c.  to  t]io  use  of 
the  coiiipiiny. 

Teelding  tlienrefrom  yearlie  unto  us 
BH  aforesaid  without  any  other  innnner  of 
profitt  or  acuounto  to  be  given  or  ycelded. 

And  to  '"ke  into  that  voyage  and  for 
ani  towards  the  pluntaoon  all  of  our  loco- 
ing suhjects  or  uny  other  straiingers  that 
will  hecoine  our  sulij>-ets  and  live  under  our 
fillt'geance  as  shall  willinglie  aocouipnnie  them 
with  suHieient  8'iipp  ng  wei-jious  vittailes  and 
such  niarehandize  or  «ares  as  niaie  be  fitting 
to  transport  into  those  partes;  and  elothiiig, 
iniplenieiits,  furniture  cattle,  horses  and 
mares  and  all  other  things  neeessiiry  and  for 
the  use  and  desoine  and  trade  >v"th  the  people 
there,  yf  any  be  inliabiling  in  that  country  or 
shall  come  out  of  other  p'tis,  there  to  trade 
with  the  plantaeon  and  passing  and  return- 
ing to  and  froe  all  such  coniodilies  or 
nuirchnndize  as  shalbe  from  thence  brought 
without  ])ayiug  custume  for  seaven  years. 

Provided  that  none  of  the  persons  be 
such  lis  shalbe  hen-after  by  speciall  name 
restrained  and  for  their  further  iucouragenient 
that  they  shalbe  free  of  all  eustomes  in  New- 
foundland for  the  space  of  tiveuty  one  years, 
and  from  all  taxes  for  ever  upon  any  mer- 
chandize at  any  tynie  hereafter  either  upon 
iniportacbn  thelher  or  exportaeon_//"»»i  thence 
into  our  lieulme  of  Enylaud  or  into  any  of 
our  dominions  (except  onelie  the  five  pounds 
per  centum  due  for  custonie  upon  I'U  Mich 
goods  as  shall  be  brought  into  our  Heaiine  of 
England  according  to  the  ancient  trade  of 
merchants),  w'ch  five  pound  per  centum  onelie 
being  jiaid  it  shalbe  thenceforth  free  f(>r  the 
Baid  adventurers  the  same  goods  to  exporte 
out  of  our  said  dominions  into  forruine  p'tes 
witliout  any  custonie. 

Provided  that  the  said  goods  be  ship- 
ped out  within  thirteen  months  after  the  first 
luuding. 

And  every  governours  maie  for  their 
de'eiice  and  saftie  repell  by  force  and  armes 
by  sea  and  land  and  by  all  waies  and  ineanes 
all  persons  as  without  the  speciall  licence  of 
the  trcsurer  shall  attempt  to  inhabite  within 
the  severall  precincts  and  also  all  persons  as 
shall  attempt  distruction  invasion  hurte  detri- 
ment or  annoyance  to  the  Colonic  and  to 
take  all  persons  with  their  shipps  and  goods 
and  other  furniture  trafficking  in  any  harbour 
creeke  or  place  within  the  linimitts  of  any 
colony  to  be  made  within  any  the  limmitts 
aforesaid  and  not  being  allowed  by  the  com- 
pani'j  to  bee  adventurers  or  planters  of  the 
Colony  untill  such  time  as  they  being  of  any 
realme  under  our  obedience  shall  paie  or  agree 
to  pay  to  the  officer  deputed  ovtr  and  above 
cuch  subsidie  as  the  coiiipany  is  to  paie  five 
pounds  per  centum  upon  all  goods  so  brought 
in  thither  othtr  than  tuch  as  shalbe  brouyht 


in  for  the  necrisarle  use  of  f shiny  as  hath 
heene  herrelofore  uvoistomeil  and  also  five 
pounds  per  centum  upon  all  goods  shipped 
out  from  thence  other  than  flshiny  and  othir 
necessaries  requisite  to  _tishing  and  being 
Btraungers  and  not  under  our  obedience  until 
they  have  paid  over  and  above  such  subsidie 
as  the  company  is  to  pay  tenne  p(uind  per 
centum  and  the  sniiic  somines  of  money  during 
the  space  of  one  and  tu-en'ie  years  shalbe 
wholly  employed  to  the  henejitt  of  the  rimt- 
panie  and  the  one  and  twenty  years  ended 
the  same  shall  be  taken  to  the  nse  of  us 
by  such  officers  as  by  us  shalbe  thereunto 
appointed. 

AiSOe  that  all  persons  being  our  sub. 
jects  w'ch  shall  goe  and  inhabite  within  any 
Colony  and  cverie  of  their  children  and 
posteritie  that  shall  to  be  borne  there  shall 
enjoye  all  liberties  of  free  denizons  and 
naturall  subjects  within  any  of  our  other 
dominions  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  if 
they  had  beene  abiding  and  borne  within  this 
our  liealine  of  England  &c. 

And  for  as  much  as  it  shalbe  neces- 
sary for  all  our  loving  subjects  as  shall 
inhabite  within  any  those  territories  to  deter- 
mine to  live  together  in  the  feare  and  true 
worshipp  of  allmightio  god  Christian  peace 
and  Civill  quietness  each  with  other  whereby 
every  one  maie  with  more  safetie  pleasure 
and  profitt,  enjoy  that  whereiinto  they  shall 
attuiiie  with  great  paiue  and  perrill. 

Wee  graunte  that  governours  officers 
and  ministers  according  to  the  nature  and 
liniitts  of  their  offices  and  places  respectively 
shall  in  Newfoundland  or  in  the  waie  thither 
and  from  thither  have  absolute  power  to 
punish,  pard  n  and  rule  all  suhjects  of  us  as 
shiill  adventure  themselves  in  any  voyage 
thither  or  that  shall  inhabite  in  the  precincts 
,.i  the  land  according  to  such  ord'.TS  as  l)y 
the  counsell  shalbe  established  and  in  deserte 
thereot  according  to  the  good  discretions  of 
the  governour  as  well  in  cases  capitall  and 
eriminall  as  civill  both  marine  alid  other,  soe 
alwaios  as  the  stttutes  as  neere  as  con- 
venientlie  maie  be  agreahle  to  the  lawes  of 
this  our  Realme  of  England. 

And  that  such  principall  governours 
gball  have  full  power  to  axercise  Marshall 
lawe  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  mutinye  in  as 
our  liuetenaiints  in  our  counties  of  England 
have  by  force  of  their  commissions. 

And  furthermore  if  any  Adventurers 
or  planters  shall  transport  any  moneys  or 
marchandizes  out  of  any  of  our  kingdomes 
with  a  pretence  to  laud  sell  or  oiherwise 
dispose  them  within  the  limitts  of  the  terri- 
tories and  j'et  nevertheless  being  at  sea  or 
after  he  hath  landed  within  the  territories 
shall  carry  them  into  any  foraigne  country 
there    to    dispose    thereof   that    the    goods 
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togot4ier  with  the  nhipp  wherein  such  tranti- 
|)ortucon  wuh  iiiiuIc  Khiilbu  forfeited  to  us. 

And  farther  that  in  my  (lifflciiitic 
of  oon&triictioii  i>r  intcrpretHtioii  of  anything 
contained  in  these  our  letters  patients  tlie 
Name  gbalbe  taken  and  interpreted  in  most 
urnpio  and  benefieiall  use  of  the  company 
unii  everj  member  thereof. 

And  finally  our  will  is  that  all 
persons  w'eli  shall  hereafter  adventure  any 
Honinie  of  money  in  and  towards  the  plantaeon 
iind  shall  he  admitted  as  adventurers  in  forme 
aforesaid  and  shall  be  inrolled  in  the  bo.ike 
or  recorde  be  aecoun'cd  and  reputed  adven- 
turers and  enjoye  all  priviledges  as  fully  as 
if  they  had  been  named  iu  these  our  letters 
paltents. 

And  lastly  because  the  principall 
effects  which  we  can  desire  of  this  action  is 
the  conversion  of  the  people  in  those  \)'les  if 
any  be  there  inhabitin^r  unto  the  true  wor- 
shipp  of  god  and  Christian  religion  in  which 
rcspeete  we  would  he  loathe  that  any  j)'son 
should  be  permitted  to  passe  that  be  suspected 
to  asserte  the  superstitions  of  the  Church  of 
liome. 

We6  declare  that  none  be  permitrcd 
to  pass  to  any  voyage  but  such  as  shall  first 
have  taken  the  oath  of  supreniacie  for  which 
purpose  we  doe  give  full  power  to  the 
tresurer  and  any  three  of  the  counsell  and 
to  any  our  Mayors  Haylielfes  or  any  other  our 
elieife  officers  in  any  portes  where  any  person 
shall  take  shipping  to  tender  the  oath  to  all 
persons  as  shall  be  sent  to  remaine  and  plant 
there. 

Provided  and  we  doe  hereby  de- 
clare to  all  Christians  kings  princes  and 
Slates  that  if  any  persons  which  shall  be  of 
any  Colony  or  any  other  by  their  license  or 
appointment  shall  robbe  by  sea  or  land  or 
doe  any  aete  of  unlawfull  hostilitic  to  any  the 
subjectes  of  us  or  any  kinge  being  in  auiitio 
witli  us  that  upon  couiplainte  of  such  prince 
01  their  subjects  we  shall  make  open  piocla- 
maiTon  within  the  partes  of  our  rcalme  of 
England  commodious  for  that  purpose  that 
the  i)ersons  having  committed  any  robberie 
shall  within  the  tyme  to  be  limitted  by  such 
prochnnacon  make  full  restitution  so  as  the 
said  princes  and  others  soe  complayning  may 
liold  themselves  fuUie  sattisfied  and  that  if 
the  persons  should  not  make  satisfaction 
accordinglie  within  such  tyme  that  then  it 
shalbe  lawfull  to  us  to  j)ut  them  out  of  our 
protection  And  that  it  shalbe  lawfull  for  all 
to  pursue  with  hostilitie  the  offenders. 

In  Witness  whereof  we  have  caused 
these  our  letters  to  be  made  ])attente 
Witues  our  selfe  at  WKSTMINSTEU  the 
second  day  of  MAIK  in  the  eighth  year  of 
our  Raigne  of  ENGLAND  FEKANCE  and 


lUKLAXD   and   of  SCOTLAXD  the   three 
and  tortieth,      I'vr  hreve  de  primito  aiijillu. 


II.  Letters  from  Cupids. 

(a)  Master  John  Giir,  his  letter  to  .Master 
Hi.ASEV,  Treasurer,  and  to  the  Counsell 
of  the  Newfound-land  plantation. 

IhiiiiT  Wonsmi'Kiru, — It  may  please  you 
to  understand  that  it  was  the  tenth  (hiy  of 
this  month  of  Jfay  before  the  barke  of 
Northara,  called  the  Counvnl,  arriued  here  iu 
New-foui\d-land  ;  notwithstanding  that  a  ship 
of  Itristoll,  called  the  Lintie.sse,  came  to  this 
countrey  the  second  of  May  in  a  moneth's 
space  :  and  the  'J'n'al  of  Dartmttuth  arriued 
here  before  in  sixteene  days.  IJy  reason  of 
which  stay  of  the  aforesaid  barke,  nothing 
could  be  done  to  take  any  of  the  places 
desired  :  all  being  possessed  before.  So  that 
the  ship  that  coniineth,  whereof  as  yet  there 
is  no  news,  is  to  trust  to  the  place  here,  which 
is  reserved  for  her ;  which  1  hope  will  prove 
a  good  place.  Some  yeares  as  great  a  voyage 
hath  bin  made  here,  as  in  any  place  in  this 
hiLcl  :  God  send  her  hither  in  eafetie.  I  bane 
not  yet  scene  any  of  the  country  to  the  south- 
ward, or  northward  of  this  I5ay  of  Conception 
since  this  sjiring,  because  1  expected  daily 
the  arriual  of  the  barke  and  thought  it  not 
fit  to  be  absent  here  hence  until  she  were 
arriued,  aiul  dispatched  :  but  presently  upon 
her  departure,  no  time,  God  willing,  shall  be 
lost.  The  care  that  was  taken  to  rei|uire 
generally  the  fishermen  to  assist  us,  and  to 
supi)ly  our  wants,  if  any  should  be,  was  nifist 
joyfull  and  comfortable  to  us  which  was  most 
willingly  accomplished  by  the  most  part  of 
those  which  I  have  yet  si-en.  Yet,  (iod  be 
praised,  such  was  the  state  of  all  things  with 
us  as  we  were  in  no  want  of  victuals,  but 
had  a  great  remainder,  as  you  shall  after 
understand. 

'J'he  state  of  the  autunine  ami  winter  was 
in  those  parts  of  Newfounilland  after  this 
manner.  In  both  the  moneths  cf  ( )ct()ber  and 
November  there  were  scarce  six  days  wherein 
it  either  frce/ed  or  snowed,  and  that  so  little 
that  presently  it  was  thawed  and  melted  with 
the  strength  of  the  sunne  :  All  the  residue  of 
the  aforesaid  two  months  being  both  warnuT 
and  drier  thnn  in  England.  In  December  wo 
had  sometimes  faire  weather,  sometimes  frost 
and  snow  ami  sometimes  open  weather  and 
rainc,  for  in  the  latter  end  it  was  rainie,  and 
was  open  weather.  .\11  these  three  moneths 
the  winde  was  variable  as  it  would  euery 
fortnight  visile  all  the  j/oints  of  the  compasse. 

The  most  part  of  January  and  February 
into  the  niiihlleof  March  the  frost  continued  : 
the  winde  being  for  the  most  part  westerly, 
and  now  and  then  northerly  ;  notwithstanding 
three  or  four  times  when  the  winde  was  al 
south  it  began  to  thaw  and  did  raine.  That 
which  fell  in  this  season  was  for  the  most 
part  snow,  which  with  the  heate  of  the  sunnu 
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would  be  consiiincd  in  the  open  pliicoH  within 
a  few  duyes.  That  wliich  abode  lonj,'est  wns 
in  February. 

I.hirinf;  this  time  many  dayes  the  HUDne 
shone  warine  iind  bright  from  mornin)^  to 
night  :  notwithhtitnding  t)ie  length  of  this 
frosty  wcutlier,  Kniall  brookes  that  did  run 
almost  ill  eiiell  with  a  slow  course,  wen-  not 
the  whole  winter  three  lights  oner  frozen  so 
tliicke  as  that  the  ice  could  bare  u  doggc  to 
goe  oner  it,  Mhicli  I  found  by  good  proofe  : 
for  euery  inoining  I  went  to  the  brooke 
whiiih  runneth  by  (uir  house  to  wash.  The 
snow  was  neuer  above  eighteeiic  inches  thicke 
generally  out  of  the  drift;  so  that  the  feare 
of  wanting  wood  or  water  neuer  tooke  hold 
of  us :  for  albeit  we  made  no  provision  for 
them,  yet  at  a  minute  of  on  houres  warning 
we  were  furnislu'd  where  there  were  lakes  of 
fresh  water  that  stood  still  and  did  not  run, 
there  it  remained  frozen  able  to  beare  a  man 
almost  three  monetlis,  and  was  not  dissolued 
untill  the  middle  of  Aprile.  But  where  the 
ayre  had  entrance  and  issued  out  of  them, 
there  was  no  frost.  When  the  spring  wind  in 
the  winter  time  in  Kn/jland  is  at  the  north- 
east one  inoiietb  together,  the  frost  is  greater, 
and  the  cold  more  sharpe,  then  it  is  here  at 
nil.  There  was  no  moneth  in  nil  the  winter 
that  some  of  our  co'npany  did  not  travel  in, 
either  by  land  or  by  water,  and  lie  abroad 
and  drinke  water,  in  jtlaces  distant  two,  three, 
foiire  and  five  leagues  from  our  habitation, 
and  sometimes  lay  in  the  woods  without  fire, 
and  leceiued  no  harme.  When  April  came 
our  sjiring  began,  and  the  first  that  did  bud 
was  the  small  kesei  or  tbe  cornith  tree. 
Our  C(mipany  was  not  letted  in  working 
abroad  and  in  the  woods  and  open  ayre 
fifteen  days  the  whole  winter.  AVe  neuer 
wanted  the  company  of  rauens  and  small 
birds ;  So  that  the  doubt  that  haiie  bin  made 
of  the  extremity  of  the  winter  season  in  these 
jiarts  of  New-found-land  are  found  by  our 
e."pcrienee  oauselesse  ;  and  that  not  only  men 
may  safely  inhabit  here  without  any  need  of 
stoue,  but  navigation  may  be  made  to  and  fro 
from  England  to  these  parts  at  any  time  of 
the  yeare. 

Concerning  the  hcalthfulnesse  of  th«.  c 
countries,  we  hauiiig  bin  now  more  than  ten 
moneths  upon  this  voyage,  of  nine  and  thirty 
persons,  which  was  all  our  number  which 
wintered  here,  there  are  wanting  only  foure  ; 
whereof  one  Thomas  IVrey,  sawyer,  died  the 
eleiienth  of  December  of  thought,  hauing  slain 
a  man  in  Kocbestor ;  which  was  the  cause, 
being  unknown  unto  niee  until  a  day  before 
he  died,  that  he  came  this  voyage.  And  one 
other  called  John  Morris  Tyler,  miscarried 
the  first  of  February  by  reason  of  a  bruse. 
The  third,  called  Alarmaduke  Whittington, 
was  neuer  perfectly  well  after  he  had  the 
small  poxe,  which  he  brought  out  of  Bristoll 
with  him,  who  died  the  fifteenth  of  February. 
And  the  fourth,  called  William  Stone,  having 
at  the  first  only  a  stiffness  iu  one  of  his  knees. 


kept  his  bed  ten  weekei",  and  would  never 
slirre  his  body,  which  lasinesse  brought  liiui 
to  his  end,  who  died  the  thirteenth  of  .April. 
Of  the  rest  foure  or  five  haue  bin  sieke,  some 
three  moneths,  and  some  four  moneths  ;  who 
now  are  better  than  they  were,  except  one. 
All  of  them,  if  they  had  had  as  good  will  to 
work,  as  they  had  good  stoumckes  to  their 
victuals,  would  long  since  haue  bin  recovered. 
Olio  Richard  Fletcher,  that  is  master  pilot 
here  and  a  director  of  the  fishing,  reported 
unto  me,  that  he  was  one  of  the  company, 
consisting  of  forty  pcrs<ms,  that  went  in  u 
dnimbler  of  Ipswich,  called  the  Aiiiilii',  to 
the  north  part  of  Ireland  about  eleuen  yeercs 
ago  from  London  in  the  late  (Queen's  service, 
under  the  charge  of  one  Captaiiic  Fleming, 
and  continued  there  for  the  space  of  two 
yearea:  In  which  time  two  and  thirty  died  of 
the  Scuruie,  and  that  only  eight  of  them 
returned  home,  whereof  the  said  Kichard 
Fletcher  was  one.  So  that  the  accident  of 
death  or  sicknesse  of  any  persons  in  these 
our  parts  of  New-found-land  is  not  to  argue 
any  unhealthfulnessc  of  this  country,  no  more 
than  Ireland  is  to  be  discredite<l  by  the  loss 
of  those  two  and  thirty  men  ;  notwithstanding 
that  there  were  to  be  hail  I'resh  iiictuals  and 
many  other  lielpes,  which  tliis  country  us  yet 
bath  not,  but  in  good  time  may  haue. 

From  the  first  of  October  until  the 
sixteenth  of  May  our  company  had  bin 
imployed  in  making  of  a  store-house  to  hold 
our  prouisions,  nnd  a  dwelling  house  for  our 
habitation,  which  was  finished  about  the  first 
of  December;  with  a  square  iiielosiirc  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  feet  long  nnd  ninetie 
foot  broad,  compassing  these  two  houses,  and 
a  work  house  to  work  dry  in  ;  to  make  boats 
or  any  other  work  out  of  the  raiiie ;  and 
three  pieces  of  ordinance  are  planted  there  to 
command  the  harboroughs,  upon  a  iilatform 
made  of  great  posts,  and  railes,  and  great 
poles  sixteene  foot  long  set  upright  round 
about,  with  two  ]>lankers  to  scoure  the 
quarters.  A  boat,  about  twelue  tons  big, 
with  a  deck,  is  almost  finished  to  sailo  and 
row  about  the  headlands  :  six  fishing  boates 
and  pinnesses  :  a  second  saw-pit  ut  the  fresh 
lake  of  two  miles  in  length  nnd  the  sixth  part 
of  a  mile  broad  standing  within  twelue  score 
of  our  habitation,  to  saw  the  timber  tn 
had  out  of  the  fresh  lake,  in  keej 
pairs  of  sawyers  to  saw  planks  for 
buildings,  in  ridding  of  some  grouii'i  >\v 

corn  and  garden  seeds  :  in  cutting  in  ind 
for  the  collier,  in  coling  of  it :  in  working 
at  the  smith's  forge  iron  workers  for  all 
needful  uses  :  in  costing  both  by  land  and 
sea  to  manj-  places  within  the  Hay  of  Con- 
ception :  in  making  the  frame  of  timber  of  a 
farre  greater  and  fairer  house,  then  that 
which  as  yet  we  dwell  in  which  is  almoit 
finished,  nnd  diuors  other  things.  We  haue 
sowed  all  sorts  of  graine  this  spring,  wh'ch 
prosper  well  hitherto.  Our  goats  haue  lined 
here  all  this  winter ;  and  there  is  one  luetie 
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kiddie,  whicli  was  yenned  in  the  dead  of 
winter.  Our  swine  prosper.  I'idijen.H  iind 
eowies  will  endure  excecilui^rly  well. 

Our  poultry  Ii:iue  not  oncly  laid  eppes 
plentifully,  hut  there  are  eigliteen  younp 
chiekcns,  that  are  a  week  old,  besides  others 
that  are  a  hatching. 

The  tVare  of  wilde  heasfs  w  '  haue  found 
to  ho  almost   needlesse.     Our  f;ieat  rain-poat 
was  missing  fifteen  dnys  in  Octoher,  und  ciinie 
lionie   well   HKuine,  and  is  yet  well  with    us. 
If    the    industry   of   men    and   presenee    of 
doinestienll  cattli-  were  applied  to  the  pood 
of    this    country   of    N'ew.fonnd-land,    there 
would  Bliortly  arise  just  cause  of  contentment 
to    the   inhahitants    thereof.     Many    of    our 
masters  nnd  sea-faring  men  seeing  our  safetic, 
anil  hearing  what  a  niilde  winter  wo  had,  and 
that  no  ice   had  hin  seen  fleeting  in  any  of 
the  hayes  of  this  country  all   this  yeare  (not- 
witlistunding  that  they  met  one  hundred  and 
fifty  leagues  off  in  the  sea,  greate  store  of 
islands  of  ice)  doe  hegin  to  be  in  lone  with  the 
countrey,  and  doe  talke  of  eomming  to  take 
land  here  to  inhabit,  falling  in  the  reckoning 
as  well  of  the  commo<lities   that  they   may 
niako  by  the  banke  fishing,  as   by   the  hus- 
bandry  of   the    land,   besides    the    ordinary 
fishing.     At  the  Green   Hay,  where  some  of 
our  cimipanie  where  a-fishing  in   November, 
they   report    there   is  great    store    of   good 
grounds    without    woods,    and     there    is     a 
thousand  acres  together  which  they  say  may 
be  mowed  this  yere.     There  is  great  store  of 
ileer,  whereof  they  saw   some   divers  times, 
nnd  twice  they  ciimo  within   shot  of  them  ; 
and  the   greyhound,   who  is    lustie,    had    a 
course,  but  could  not  get  upon  them.     ]lut 
nearer     unto    Cape     IJazo,    Ueneusc,     and 
Trepasse    there     is     a     great     quantitie    of 
open    ground     and     stagges.      It     is     most 
likely  that  all   the  sackes  will   be   departed 
out  of   England  before  the   returne  of  this, 
our    barke,     which     shall    not     make    any 
matter,  because   I    am  now  of  opinion  that 
nothing  should   he   sent    hither   before    the 
returne  of   the  ships  from  fishing.     Tor   ns 
concerning  sending  of  cattle,  it  will  bo  best 
that  it  be   deferred   untill  the   next  spring. 
And  concerning  rituals,   in    regard    to   the 
quantity,   we  haue  of  it  remaining   of  old, 
together  with  that  that  it  come  now,  as  with 
the  dry  fish  that  here  we  may  be  stored  with, 
I  am  in  good  hope  there  will  not  want  any  to 
last    till    this   time    twelue    nioneths.      And 
according  to  the  vituals  which  shall  be  found 
at  the   end  of   the  fishing,   the    number   of 
persons  that  thall  remaine  here  nil  the  next 
winter  shall  be   fitted,  that  there   shall   not 
ivunt,  notwithstanding  about  Aihollaiitirie,  or 
the  beginning  of  December,  a  ship  may   he 
sent,  such  n  one  ns  our   Fleming  was  with 
salt  from   Koehel ;  for  at  any   time  of  the 
winter  ships  may   as   well  goe    and    come 
hither,   ns  when   they  doe,  especially  before 
.lanuary.     This   summer   I    purpose    to    see 
most  places  between  Cape   liase,  Placentia, 


nnd  Hona  Vista,  and  at  tin'  returne  of  ihi> 
fishing  ships  to  cntertiiine  a  fit  i.umher  of 
men  to  niaintaine  here  the  winter,  and  to  set 
over  them  and  to  tiike  the  care  of  all  things 
here,  with  your  patience,  oiu'  nuister  William 
('olton,  a  discreete  young  man,  ami  my 
brother,  I'hilip  Guy,  who  haue  uintered  with 
me,  and  haue  pnunised  me  to  undertake  this 
eiuirge  untill  my  relurne  the  ni'Xl  spring,  or 
till  it  shall  be  otherwise  disposeil  of  l)y  you, 
and  then  together  with  such  of  the  cimipany 
as  arc  willing  to  goc  home,  and  such  others 
as  are  not  fit  longer  to  be  entertained  here,  I 
intend  to  take  passage  in  the  tishing  ships, 
and  so  return  hoine,  and  then  betweene  that 
and  the  spring  to  he  present,  to  give  you 
more  ample  satisfaction  in  all  things,  and  to 
take  such  further  resolution  as  the  importance 
of  the  enter|)rise  shall  recpiire,  \vherein  you 
shall  finde  rae  alwayes  as  ready  as  euer  I 
have  bin  to  procecde  and  gne  forward, 
God  willing.  And  because  at  my  eomming 
home  it  will  be  time  enough  for  niee  to  lay 
before  you  mine  opinion  touehing  what  is  to  be 
undertaken  the  next  yeare,  I  will  forbeare 
now  to  write  of  it,  because  you  should  be  the 
sooner  nduertised  of  our  welfiire,  and  because 
such  of  the  company  as  are  sent  home  both 
for  their  owne  good,  and  tnnt  the  unprofitable 
expense  of  vituals  and  wages  miglit  cease. 
I  have  laden  little  or  nothing  baeke,  that  the 
said  company  might  the  better  be  at  ease  in 
the  hold.  Onely  there  is  sent  three  hogs- 
sheads  of  ehnreoels,  where  niiiiu'rs  1'  is,  they 
are  of  bureh.  No.  2  is,  of  pine  and  spruce. 
No.  ;V'  is  of  firre,  being  the  lightest  wood,  yet 
it  makcth  good  coles,  and  is  used  by  our 
smithe.  I  send  them  because  you  shall  see 
the  goodnesse  of  each  kinde  of  eole.  Also  I 
send  you  an  hogshead  of  the  skinnos  and 
furres  of  such  beasts  as  have  been  taken  liere, 
the  particulers  whereof  appeare  in  the  bill  of 
lading. 

Wliile  I  was  writing  I  had  newes  of  the 
Vineijard,  the  ship  which  you  send  to  fishing, 
to  haue  bin  in  company  with  another  ship 
that  is  arriiied  on  this  side  of  the  liankc  and 
that  the  master  intended  to  goe  to  Farillon  or 
Kerland.  God  send  her  in  safety.  So  pray- 
ing God  for  the  prosi)erity  of  your  Worships 
and  the  whole  company,  with  hope  that 
his  diiiine  Maiestie,  which  hath  giuen  us  so 
good  a  beginning,  will  alwayes  bless  our 
proceedings,  My  dutie  most  humbly  re- 
membered, I  take  my  leaue. 

Dated  in  Cupers  Cove,  the  ICth  of  May, 
IGll. 


(6)  Guy's  Letter  of  Jti.v  1612. 

RioiiT  Wonsnn'FiLi.,  by  my  last  of  the 
17th  of  Jime  [not  preserved]  I  wrote  you  of 
the  estate  thru  by  the  Holland  ship,  which 
1  hope  is  long  since  safely  arrived,  together 
with  Master  Colston  who  hath  (I  doubt  not) 
made  by  word  of  mouth  full  relations  of  all 
matters.  Because  the  proceedings  of  one 
Easton    are    most    fit    to    be    knowne  who 
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remained  in  Unrhonr  do  Grace  triinminj»  and 
rcpairinir  his  siiippiiiir  iin<l  ta<<i'n  nmuitiunsi 
&e.  tOffethiT  with  iiboiit  a  hundred  men  out 
of  the  Hay,  he  purposes  to  have  five  hundred 
out  of  the  land  beforo  lie  jjoeth.  Two  several 
companii's  of  ISO  nion  each  beinp  discontented 
have  stolen  awny  from  him  i'l  two  ships  of 
Barnstable  and  I'limmoth  that  thej-  toc.ke. 

As  1  sailid  from  hence  towards  Henoose 
in  a  small  IJarke,  I  fell  into  one  of  their  han  Is 
Ond  one  of  my  company  was  hurt  with  a 
muskett.  There  was  one  of  their  crew  that 
wintered  with  lue  here  tho  first  year,  by  whose 
means,  and  because  I  was  in  the  Bark  they 
made  shew,  that  they  were  sorry  that  they 
had  meddled  with  us.  And  so  they  departed 
from  us  without  coniinff  aboard.  That  which 
they  sought  after  was  men  io  increase  their 
number."  Then  Guy  mentions  that  Kaston 
had  plundered  all  along  the  coast  and  was 
then  at  Ferriland  waiting  to  hear  news  of  his 
pardon  [which  was  granted  but  nevet  reached 
him]  which  if  he  did  not  get  he  would  seek 
the  protection  of  the  Duke  of  Florence  [which 
he  eventually  didj. 


(c)  Colston's  Letteu  in  1G!:j. 

We  have  not  the  actual  text  of  this,  but 
Pui.'has  priiited  it  in  (•ubstance  on  p.  9;!'j  of 
the  1617  edition  and  also  on  p.  1880  of  the 
i62."»  edition. 

U'illiam  Colston  'escribes  the  winter  of 
1 '312-1:!  as  being  more  severe  than  that 
lCll-12.  They  had  there  Kilberds,  Fish, 
Makerels,  Fo.xes,  in  tiie  Winter :  Partridges 
white  in  the  Winter,  in  Summer  somewhat  like 
ours,  but  greater ;  they  are  much  afraid  of 
Raueuh ;  tliey  killed  a  Wolfe  with  a  Mastiue 
and  a  Grey-hound.  Nicolas  Gure's  wife  was 
delivered  of  a  lusty  boy  M'lreh  2".  Then  he 
described  a  vouige  made  by  Guy  and  tliirteen 
others  in  the  liiditirr.ur  and  five  in  tht 
ShnHo))  m  October  Ilil2  to  Sauage  Harbour, 
Trinity  Hay,  where  they  found  hrmses  of 
Sauages  which  were  nothing  hut  poles  set 
round  and  meeting  iu  the  top,  ten  foot  broad, 
tiie  fire  in  the  niiddest,  couered  with  Deeres- 
skins.  They  are  of  ii'iisonublc  stature,  beard- 
lesse,  and  in  some  conditions  like  those  which 
Sir  M.  Frobisber  discovered,  broad-faced, 
full-eyed,  coloured  on  th"ir  faces  and  iipparell 
with  red  Oaker.  Their  Hoates  of  barke,  as 
in  Canada,  twentie  foote  lonff,  four  ;;;.'l  a 
balfe  broad,  not  weighing  a  lOO  weight,  made 
in  forme  of  a  new  Mooiie,  which  carry  foure 
men,  and  are  by  them  carried  tc  all  places  of 
their  remonings. 

Afew  days  later  they  met  with  the  Natives; 
Whittington,  Tipton,  (iiiy  himself,  and  Mast'r 
Teage  landetl  and  bartered  with  them.  Ml 
along  the  coast  they  carefully  abstained  from 
taking  any  of  the  furs  evidently  k'ft  by  the 
natives  for  trade  without  leaving  some 
trinket  in  exchange,  thus  carrying  out  the 
instructions  given  by  the  Company  to  Guy. 
ISce  also  p.  1. •<;(.] 

There   wintered    1012  fiftie   foure  men, 


six  women  and  two  children.  They  killed 
there,  Heares,  Utters,  Sables,  sowed  Wheat, 
Bye,  Turneps,  Coleworts.  Their  Winter  till 
April  1613,  was  dry  and  cleere  with  sohie 
fro6t  and  snow. 

Divers  had  the  Scurvie,  whereto  their 
Turneps,  there  sowne,  were  an  exeellent 
remedie,  no  Icsse  then  Cartiers  Tree.  April 
was  worse  ti:en  the  middest  of  Winter  by 
reason  of  East  windes  which  ca  Tie  from  the 
Islands  of  Ice,  which  'he  current  bringeth  at 
that  time  from  the  nonl,. 

Purchas  continues:  The  same  I  have  scene 
confirmed  by  a  letter  of  Thomas  Dermer, 
one  of  that  Colonic  dated  at  Capers  Cove, 
the  ninth  of  September  last,  1616.  In  other 
moneths,  hee  sayth,  the  Temperature  is  as 
England.  He  mentions  Miiskc  -  Cats  and 
Muske-l'.ats  in  those  parts;  the  fertilitie  of 
the  soyie  in  producing  Pease,  Rye,  Harly 
and  Gate" ;  probabilities  of  Metals,  with 
promises  of  more  full  Relations  hereafter. 


III.  Letters  from  Ferryland. 

(n)  .\  letter  from  Capti.in  Kdward  Wynne, 
Governor  of  the  Colony  of  Ferryland,  within 
the  Province  of  Avalou,  in  Xewfouiidland, 
unto  the  Right  Hoiiviiirable  S':  George 
Cal'crt,  Knight,  His  ALtjesty's  Principal 
Secretary,  July,  1G22. 

May  it  please  your  Honour, — 

Upon  the  17  day  of  May,  I  received  & 
have  your  letters  of  the  19  of  February  fron 
the  hands  of  Rohert  Stoning.  Upon  the  2(5 
of  the  same,  a  ship  of  Master  Jennins  with 
your  people  and  provision  arrived  here  in 
safety;  and  from  the  bands  of  Captain  Powell 
1  received  then  your  Hono\irs  Letters  of  14th 
March.  And  upon  the  last  of  .lime  Master 
James  came  hither,  from  Renouze  :inil  !he 
Salt-maker  Master  John  Ilickson  ;  from 
whose  hands  1  received  two  Letters  more ; 
tliat  by  Ma.ster  James  being  of  the  Ith  Mav, 
8i  the  other  by  Hicksou  of  the  loth  of  the 
same. 

All  these  being  received  by  iiie,  with  an 
humble  &  a  most  thaiiitful  hand,  first,  unto 
God  for  your  Hoiioir.'s  liealth,  and  next,  to 
your  llonourl'or  yoiircontinuall  favour  towards 
me,  be-iceciiing  the  same  Almighty  (^lod,  long 
and  long  to  continue  your  health,  to  the 
advancement  of  his  glory,  both  here,  at  home 
and  elsewhere  :  I  most  humbly  pray  you  to 
build  upon  my  dutiful  care  and  diligence,  iu 
the  setting  forwards  and  following  of  your 
Honours  businesse,  even  to  your  be  t  advau- 
tage,  and  advancement  of  the  worke,  and  also 
that  I  shall  bee  a  dutiful  observer  of  your 
pleasure  &  commandment. 

And  Ml  with  the  like  humility,  I  doe 
present  your  Honour  with  the  good  tydiiigs 
of  all  our  liealths,  safety  and  good  successe  in 
our  proceedings  ((iodV  holy  name  be  praised 
for  it).  It  foUoweth  now  (as  my  duty 
requiretb)  that  1  render  unto  your  Honour  a 
due  account  of  what  hath  beeu  done  by  us 
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here  this  yeere,  and  of  all  things  else,  which 
aijpertaines  unto  me  to  doe. 

Therefore  it  may  please  your  Ilopour, 
that  as  sooiie  as  I  had  delivered  my  last 
letters  of  the  5  of  September,  I  iimne diately 
addressed  my  self  onely  to  our  husinesse. 
Notwithstanding  our  diligent  labour  &  extra- 
ordinary paines-taking,  it  was  All  hallowtide 
before  our  first  range  of  building  was  fitted 
for  an  habitable  being.  The  which  being 
44  foot  of  length,  (k  15  foot  of  i)readtb, 
containing  a  hall  18  foot  long,  an  entry  of  C 
foot,  &  a  cellar  of  20  foot  in  length,  and  of 
the  height  betweene  the  ground  floore  and 
that  over  head  about  8  foote,  being  devided 
above,  that  throughout  into  fourc  cliambers, 
and  four  foot  higl,  to  the  roofe  or  u  halfe  storie. 
The  roofe  iver  the  hall,  I  covered  with  Deale 
boords,  an(  the  rest  such  thatch  as  I  found 
growing  here  about  the  JJarbour,  as  sedge, 
flagges  and  rushes,  a  farre  bc.ler  covering 
than  boards,  both  for  warmth  &  litenesse. 
^^■hen  I  had  finished  the  frame,  with  onely 
oi  e  Chimney  of  stone  worke  in  the  hall,  I 
went  forward  with  our  kitchin,  of  length  18 
f.)ot,  12  foot  of  breadth,  and  8  foot  high  to 
the  eves,  and  walled  up  with  stone-work, 
with  a  large  Cbinuiey  in  the  frame.  Over  the 
kitchen  I  fitted  another  Chamber.  All  Vihich 
with  a  staire  case  ai;d  convenient  passages 
both  into  the  kitchin  and  the  rooms  over  it, 
were  fii">hed  l-.v  Christmas  Eve.  This  is  all 
the  building  witi  ■  hen  'louse,  that  we  have 
been  able  to  accomplish  btfiire  Christmass. 

Jinny  things  else  were  done  by  us  in  the 
interim,  as  the  getting  home  of  timber  tiees, 
firewood,  the  raising  up  of  a  ""ace  of  'lefence 
t')  t'.ie  waterside  ward,  with  ilie  "artb  hut  we 
digirt'd  both  for  cellar  &  Kii'hin  roome 
(which  we  found  a  very  laborious  ;vorki')also 
t>'c  sowing  of  some  wheat  for  a  triall,  and 
many  other  businesses  besides. 

After  Christmas,  we  imployed  our  selves 
ill  the  woods  especially  in  hard  weather.w  henct^ 
We  got  home  as  numy  boord-stoeks,  atioided 
us  iil)ove  two  hundred  boords  and  above  two 
hundred  tindier  trees  besides.  We  got  home 
as  nnicii  or  as  maoy  trees  as  served  us  to 
pali^adi)  into  the  I'iantation  about  foiire  Acres 
of  ground,  for  tlie  keeping  off  of  both  man 
it  beast,  with  post  aiul  rayie  seven  foote  high, 
sharpened  in  the  toppe,  the  trees  bting  pitched 
u]iright  and  fastened  with  spikes  and  m.  les. 
We  got  also  toijether  us  much  fire  wood,  as 
■will  serve  us  yet  these  two  moneths.  Wee 
also  fitted  nuieh  garden  groaml  for  seede.  I 
nieane,  Harley,  (lates,  I'euse,  and  Heanes. 
l"'or  addition  of  building,  we  have  at  this 
present  a  Parlour  of  foureteene  foote  besides 
the  eliininey,  and  twelve  foot  broail,  of  coif* 
venient  height,  and  a  lodging  chamber  over 
it  ;  to  each  a  ebimney  of  ttr)iie  worke  wiih 
staires  and  a  staire  case,  besides  a  tenement 
of  two  rooms,  or  a  storie  and  a  halfe,  which 
serves  for  a  store  house  till  we  are  other 
V  ise  |)rovided.  The  Korge  hath  been  finished 
this  five  weekes  :  The  Salt-worke  is  now 
/     p.  U720 


almost  ready.  Notwithstanding  this  great 
taske  for  so  few  hands,  we  have  both  Wheat, 
Harley,  Gates,  Pease,  and  Heanes  about  the 
quantity  of  two  acres.  Of  Garden  roome  about 
luilfe  an  acre  :  the  corne  though  late  sowne 
is  now  in  earing  ;  the  Heanes  and  the  goodliest 
Pease  that  I  ever  saw,  have  flourished  in  theii 
bloomes  this  twenty  dayes.  We  have  a 
))leiitiful  kitchin  garden  of  Lettice,  liaddish, 
( Jnrrets,  Coleworfs,  Turneps  and  man;' •;ther 
things.  We  have  also  at  this  p;'esent  a 
flourishing  medow  of  at  least  three  Acres, 
with  many  haycocks  of  exceeding  good  hay 
and  hope  to  fit  a  great  deale  more  against 
another  yeere.  In  the  beginning  of  the  '•;st 
winter,  sunke  a  well  of  sixteeno  foote  «' 
in  the  gnuind,  the  which  affords  us  watci'  m 
a  sufficient  measure.  The  timber  that  wee 
have  got  home  first  and  last,  is  above  five 
hundreil  trees  of  good  timber.  There  have 
heme  about  three  hundred  boords  besides  the 
foiiiier,  sawed  since  the  arrival  of  Captaine 
Pi'well.  We  have  also  broken  much  ground 
li.r  a  Urew-houte  roome  and  other  Tenements, 
We  have  a  whaife  in  good  forwardnesse 
towards  the  Low-waterinarke.  So  that  our 
indevour  that  way  att'oords  a  double  benefit, 
the  one  of  ridding  and  preparing  the  way  to 
a  further  worke,  th  ■  otiier  of  winning  so 
much  voyd  or  waste  ground  to  so  necessary  a 
purpose  as  to  en'arge  this  little  roome,  where 
on  (with  your  Honours  leave  and  likiiiL')  I 
hope  to  fortifie;  so  that  within  the  same, 
for  the  comfort  of  neighbour-liood,  another 
row  of  buiUling  may  be  so  pitched  that  the 
whole  may  be  made  a  prettie  streete.  For 
the  country  and  climate  ;  it  is  better  &  not 
so  cold  Knglaiid  hitherto.  My  comfort  is, 
that  the  Lord  !-  with  your  Ihuionr,  &  your 
designes  :  for  wee  have  prospered  to  the 
admiration  of  all  thi'  beholders  in  what  is 
done.  And  thus  with  m**  humble  dutio 
remembered,  I  rest, 

Your  Honour's  most  humble  and  faithfull 
servant, 

Kdw.vuu  Wvxne. 
Feriyland  28.  July,  1622. 

I'ost  scr. — The  sliii)  with  the  rest  of  our 
provision  arrived  liefe  this  nioiiiing ;  and  what 
is  omitted  by  me,  -hiiU  by  (iods  help  sboitly 
be  performed.  Your  Honour  hath  greater 
hopes  here,  then  here  to  fine  1  have  been  able 
to  discerne.  All  things  succeede  beyond  my 
espeetjition,  

(/j)    I'OWKI.I.'S    LKTTlilt    TO    li.VI.TI.MOIt K. 

]{ight  Honourable  : 

May  it  please  your  Honour  to  under- 
stand, tiiat  on  the  18.  <if  April,  my  self,  and 
all  the  company,  whose  names  I  sent  you  in 
the  list,  by  my  last  from  I'ljinmouth  tooke 
shipping  there  and  on  the  2t>.  of  May  (Uod's 
Holy  Name  be  ever  praised  for  it)  wee  all 
arrived  safe  it  in  gm d  health  in  NewConnil- 
land.  Our  journey  proved  so  hmg  by  reason 
of  the  contrary   winds  we   continually  had. 
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For  nt  the  least  three  weeks  to-gether,  wee 
■Here  forced  to  traverse  tlie  Sens  to  nnil  againe, 
and  got  not  forward  to  the  west  ward  in  all 
tliat  time  one  hnndred  leagues.  The  accidents 
which  happened  in  our  overbound  passage 
were  these  :  The  first  weeke  after  our  being 
lit  sea,  three  of  our  Ewe-Goats,  by  reason  of 
their  extreme  leane-nesse  wtien  they  were 
bought  and  brought  aboord,  died,  so  that  now 
we  liave  but  ouely  one  Ewc-Goate  and  u  Uuck 
Goate  left  :  the  other  I$uck  dying  like  wise 
within  few  dayes  after  our  landing.  On  the 
Ifi.  of  May  the  furnace  in  our  ship  tooke  fire, 
and  as  God  would  have  it,  burst  forth  in  tlu' 
daytime  otherwise  it  had  endangered  both 
ship  and  us.  ()u  the  20.  as  aforesaid,  early 
in  the  morning  we  descryed  laud  in  New- 
foundland, a  little  to  the  north  ward  of  the 
Hay  of  IJulls,  and  before  night  came  to  anchor 
in  Capeling  Bay  within  one  league  of  Ferry- 
land.  The  next  morning  our  ship  came  about 
to  Ferryland  Harbor  and  there  lauded  all  our 
jieoiile,  where  we  found  the  Govcrnour  &  all 
his  company  in  good  health,  as  we  all  continue 
in  the  same,  praised  be  God  for  it. 

The  Coast  and  Harbours  which  we  sailed 
by,  are  so  bold  &  good,  as  I  assure  my  self 
there  can  be  no  better  in  the  world  :  but  the 
^00(1.-.  along  the  Coasts,  aie  so  spoyled  by 
the  Fishermen,  that  it  is  a  great  pity  to  behold 
them,  &  without  reiln  f,se,  undoubtedly  will 
be  the  mine  of  this  good  laud  :  For  they 
wastfiiUy  barke,  fell,  and  leave  more  wood 
behinde  them  to  rot,  then  "ley  use  about  their 
stages,  although  they  iniph.y  a  world  of  woud 
upon  them  :  and  by  these  their  abu.ses  doe  so 
cumber  the  Woods  every  where  near  the 
shore,  that  it  is  not  possible  for  any  man  to 
go  a  mile  in  a  lung  houre.  The  Laud  wlnie 
on  our  (jovernour  hath  ])lanted,  i-;  so  go(id 
and  commodious,  that  for  the  (piantity,  I 
thiidv  there  is  no  better  in  many  parts  of 
England.  His  hoiist-  which  is  strong  &  well 
contrived,  standcth  very  warnie,  at  the  fnote 
of  an  easie  ascndiiig  hill,  on  the  juth-east, 
and  defended  with  a  hill,  standing  on  the 
tiirthir  side  of  the  Haven  on  North-wist  : 
'llu  IJcaih  on  the  North  and  South  sides  of 
the  Land  locke  it,  and  the  seas  on  both  sides 
uie  so  neere  and  iudilferent  to  it,  that  one 
may  shoot  a  liiiil-bolt  into  either  Sea.  No 
cold  (Mil  offend  it,  although  it  bee  aecoimied 
tlu'  coldest  Harbor  in  the  Laiul,  and  the  Seas 
doe  niak  the  Land  behind  it  to  the  South- 
Kast,  being  neere  IttUO  Acre's  of  good  ground 
for  lay,  feeding  of  Cattcll,  and  plenty  of 
wood,  almost  an  Island,  safe  to  kee))e  any- 
thing from  ravenouf.  Iieasts.  1  have,  since 
nij  coinmiiig,  beenc  a  little  abroad,  iind  tindc 
n.uch  good  gr<iund  for  Medow,  Pasture,  and 
arable,  tiboiit  Aijuiif-irt,  as  well  neere  unto 
the  head  of  the  Harbor,  sis  all  the  way 
1  etweeiie  that  vt  Ferr_\land.  The  ncereiii'sse 
ef  the  )ilaee,  and  tlie  spa('i')ns-iiess('  of  those 
f: rounds  ol'oresiiid,  will  give  comfort  and  l;elp 
to  the  present  Plantation,  and  quickly  ease 
vour   Honours   charge,   if   a   PI  uitation    bee 


there  this  next  Spring  settled.  If  therefore  it 
will  please  your  Honour  to  let  me  be  fur- 
nished against  that  time,  but  with  thirteen 
men,  and  give  mee  leave  to  .settle  my  aelfe 
there,  I  make  no  doubt  ((iod  blessing  my 
endeavours)  but  to  givt;  your  Honour,  and 
the  rest  of  the  undertakers  such  content,  that 
you  shall  havj  good  inconrageinent  to  proceed 
further  therein.  So  for  this  time  being  loth 
to  trouble  your  Honor  any  further  until  the 
returne  of  Master  Wicot,  I  humbly  take  my 
leave,  and  ever  rest  ready  to  doe  your  Honour 
all  possible  service  to  the  uttermost  of  mv' 
power. 

Your  Honors  humbly  at  command, 
Daniel  Powell. 
Ferryland  2B.  July  1G22. 


(c)  Wynne's  Letter,  17tii  Auoist  11322. 

The  copy  of  another  letter  to  Master 
Secretary  Calvert,  from  Captaine  Wynne,  of 
tlie  17  of  Atigiist  1G22.  May  it  please  your 
Honour ; 

L'pon  the  17  day  of  Mtiy,  your  Honour's 
Letters  of  the  17  of  February,  1  received  here 
by  the  hands  of  liobert  Stoning  !k.c.  And 
so  forward  as  in  his  former  Letter  of  the 
2M  .Inly,  relating  the  inanner  and  proportion 
of  the  buililing. 

We  have  Wheate  l?arly(\ites  and  Heanes 
both  eared  and  codded,  and  tlwuigh  the  lato 
sowing  might  occasion  the  contrary  yet  it 
ripens  now  so  fast,  that  it  carries  the  likeli- 
hood of  an  approaching  harvest. 

We  have  also  a  ))leiitifiill  Kitchin-Garden 
and  so  rankethat  I  have  not  scene  the  like  in 
England.  We  have  a  medow  of  about  three 
Acres. 

At  the  Bristow  Planfution,  there  is  tis 
goodly  l{ye  now  growing  as  can  be  in  any 
part  of  England  :  they  arealsowell  furnished 
with  swine  and  a  large  breed  of  Goates, 
fairer  by  far  than  thosi'  tliat  were  sent  over 
at  first.  It  may  jilease  your  honourto  under- 
.-taiid,  that  our  Saltniaker  hath  performed  his 
jiart  with  a  great  deale  of  sutliciency  by  whom 
1  iiave  sent  your  honour  a  barrel  of  tlie  best 
.salt  that  ever  niy  eyes  beheld.  I  shall  humbly 
also  desire  ytiu  to  renicniber  my  last  years 
suite  that  our  delicate  Harbours  and  Woods 
may  not  be  altogether  destroyed.  For  there 
hath  been  rinded  this  3'e:ir  not  so  few  as 
.^0,(11)1)  trees  and  they  heave  out  ballast  in  the 
harbours  though  I  looke  on.  Asks  for  men 
accustomed  to  labour,  six  Masons,  foiirc 
Cari'diters  two  or  three  (juarry  Men,  a 
Slater  or  two,  a  Lyme  burner  and  I^yme- 
'{■tones,  :i  good  i|tiantity  of  strong  laths,  a 
couple  of  strong  nmids,  that  (bi  sides  other 
w<uk )  can  brew  and  b.ike  and  wheeles  hemp 
and  fii'.x,  and  u  convenient  iiiimber  of  West- 
Countrjy  Inborors  to  fit  the  ground  for  the 
Plouj^h.  Asks  for  Guns  iuid  a  gunner  and 
many  other  thing-i — A  eoinpleale  Magazine 
of  requirements.      I    went    to    Forincse    and 
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Ilenouze  upon  the  fourth  of  this  month  and 
bouffht  salt  for  the  next  yfiiri's  fisliinj; 
auiutintitig  to  ISti  liogs-heads,  because  it  is 
so  (leare  ia  England. 

The  hist  yeere  I  shewed  your  Ifonour  of 
nnich  courtesie  receiued  from  sun(h-y  Masters. 
Many  this  yeere  haue  done  the  liiie,  thougli 
some  liite  not  our  flourishing  beginning. 
Your  Honours  &c. 
Ferryland  17  Euwaied  Wvnne. 

August,  1G22. 

[Then  follow,  in  Whitbourne'B  1023 
edition,  32  iiinues  of  those  that  stay  with 
Wynne  tliat  year.]  He  looked  for  a  Alason 
and  one  more  out  of  the  Bay  of  Conception. 


((/)  X.  II. 's  Lktteu,  Ai'tiiST  1Gl'2. 

The  coppy  of  a  letter  from  N.  H.  (Nicholas 
Hoskins?;  a  gentleman  living  at  Ferryland 
to  a  worthy  friend  W.  I',  of  the  18  of 
August  1G22. 

After  describing  the  climate  and  country 
he  says  "  in  the  Whitson-holy  dales  (I  taking 
with  me  jMaster  Stoning)  did  coast  some 
ten  miles  into  the  Country,  Westward  from 
our  I'lantation  to  nuike  some  discovery  and 
to  kill  a  Deere  and  being  some  5  miles  into 
the  Land  where  we  lodged  that  night,  Me 
found  much  champion  ground  of  good 
level.s  of  one  two  three  or  four  hundred 
acres  together,  and  at  the  foot  of  each  hill 
we  al«aise  nn>t  a  faire  fresh  Itiver  which 
did  (|uench  my  thirst  as  well  as  Ueere.  A\'e 
travelled  three  days  but  found  no  Dcerc 
save  their  lootings  which  came  to  passe  by 
meanes  of  a  great  fire  that  had  burned  the 
Woods,  a  little  before,  ten  miles  compasse. 
It  begin  between  Ferniouse  and  Aqiuifort, 
it  burned  a  week  and  then  was  quenched  bv 
a  great  raine. 

"  I  know  not  who  or  what  hi'  was  tliat 
gave  fire  to  it  but  I  think  he  was  a  servant 
hired  by  the  deuill  who  will  pay  him  for  his 
worke.  In  the  night  the  Woolves  being 
neer  did  somewhat  affright  us  bu  'd  not 
hurt  us  for  we  had  dogs,  fire  -.'.nd  :  r.l  to 
welcome  them."  Then  follows  a  further 
description    of   various    sorts    of    game    and 

fish "  Manny  faire  Flowers  I 

havo    scene   heero,    which    1    cannot    name, 
although    1    had    learned    Gerrard's    Herbal 

by     h''art I     wrote    in 

liaste    to    satisfy   myselfc,    desiring    you    to 
looke    througlit    it  as    tliorow   a    prospeiti\e 
glasse,    wlieriu    you    may    disceriie    a    f;irrc 
off,  what  I  have  seem'  neere  hand  iS;c. 
Your  servaut  to  be 

commanilid,  N.  11." 

IV.  The  Charter  of  Avalon  to  Lord 
Baltimore,  1623. 

(.S7()((//c  .)/.S.S„  170.) 

JAMES  by  i!ie  Grace  of  God  King; 
Whereas  our  right  trusty  Counselior  Sir 
George  Calvert  being  excited  with  a  laudable 


and  pious  ze.Tle  to  enlarge  the  extent  of  the 
Christian  worl.'.  and  therewith  of  our  Empire 
hath  heretofore  to  his  great  coste  purchasc<l 
a  certain  region  in  a  country  of  ours  called 
Newfoundland  not  yet  husbanded  or  planted 
though  in  some  parts  thereof  inhabited  by 
certain  barbarous  people  ;  And  intending  now 
to  transport  thither  iv  very  great  colony  of 
the  Engliiih  Nation  liath  humbly  besought  us 
to  confirm  all  the  said  region  with  certain 
priveledges  requisite  for  good  government. 

Bol.XOAIUKS. 

And  by  the  said  Pattent  of  ye  said 
Province  contains  alt  ye  entere  portion  of 
land  as  aforesaid,  beginning  southerly  from 
the  midde  part  of  a  certain  neck  or  i)ro- 
mintary  situate  between  the  two  harbours 
of  Fcrmose  and  A(iuofort,  and  from  thence 
following  the  shore  towards  ye  north  unto 
the  middle  ])art  or  half  way  over  a  little 
harbour  called  in  that  regard  Petit  Port  or 
Petit  Harbour,  which  bouiuleth  u])on  the 
south  part  of  the  |ilantaeion  of  St.  John's, 
includiug  the  one  half  of  a  certain  fresh  river 
that  floweth  into  the  said  [jorte  of  Petit 
Haibour,  and  so  extending  along  the  south 
biuJer  of  the  said  Collony  of  St.  .lohn'.", 
extendeth  itself  to  a  certain  little  bay  called 
Salmon  Cove  lying  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Bay  of  Concepcion,  including  the  one  half  of 
the  river  that  fallcth  into  the  said  cove  as 
also  ye  one  half  of  ye  said  cove  itself  from 
whence  passing  along  ye  shore  towards  the 
south,  anil  reaching  unto  ye  bottom  thereof 
where  it  meets  with  the  laud  of  .lohn  tiny, 
(Citizen  of  Uristolle  named  Sea  Fforest  is 
bounded  \vitli  a  certain  river  or  brooke  which 
there  fallcth  into  the  Sea,  and  from  the 
mouth  of  the  said  brooke  aforesaid  unto  the 
furthest  spring  or  head  tlcrcof  from  thciu'e 
pa-seth  towards  the'  south  for  six  miles 
together  along  the  borders  of  the  said  John 
(iuie's  his  i)laiitation,  aiul  thence  crossing 
over  westward  in  a  right  line  reacheth  unto 
the  Pay  of  Plai.'ciLlia,  aiul  tiie  space  of  one 
leguc  within  the  said  Pay  from  the  shoare 
thereof,  thence  turning  again  towards  the 
south  passeth  ahmg  the  haiboiu'  of  Placentia 
with  the  like  distance  from  the  shoare,  and 
descending  inito  New  Fidklaiul  towards  the 
north  West  pint  thereof  it  reacheth  it.-clf  in 
a  right  line  eastward,  coiitimiiiii;  the  whole 
soutlierl"  length  ii|inn  the  bouiuls  <if  the  said 
New  I'alKlaiul  unto  the  miihlle  part  or  point 
of  the  PiDiuiMitarv  or  neck  of  land  afore- 
luentioned  between  the  Ports  of  Ffermose 
and  Aqnolort,  at  which  l)laci'  is  de-^criijcd 
and  fiuished  the  ]irr;nubulaiice  ot  liie  whole 
lireciiit,  itc.  iS;<'. 

All  the  islands  within  ten  leagues  of  the 
Eastern  shoare  of  the  ^ai<l  region. 


The   patr«.'i 
Churches  to  be 


I'OWEIIS. 

■"  ■   aid    advowsons    of    uU 
,   '    ,  lere.     Civil  Kights  us 
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full  as  the  Bishop  of  Durham.  Region  to  be 
held  in  ciipito  by  Kni{:;hts  service,  yieldin}?  a 
fifth  part  of  all  gold  and  silver.  That  the 
region  may  be  Eminent  above  all  other  parts 
of  Newfoundland  and  graced  with  larger  titles 
we  have  thought  fitt  to  erect  the  same  into  a 
Provinc*',  to  be  called  the  Province  of  Avalon. 
Power  to  make  laws,  appoint  judges ;  to 
Pardon,  on  an  emergency  to  make  sjjccial 
laws  without  the  consent  of  the  freeholder ; 
to  muster  &  train  men  and  declare  Martial 
law  ;  to  confer  titles  and  ineorporu^c  towns. 
To  be  free  from  all  customs  and  power  to 
import  and  export  to  England  and  foreign 
countries  all  goods  for  ten  years;  afterwards 
to  pay  such  customs  as  our  subjects  are  bound 
to  pay  and  no  more.  Power  to  constitute 
ports  of  entry  at  which  all  ships  must  unlade 
and  lade,  any  custom  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

Saving  always  and  ever  reserved  unto  all 
our  subjects  free  liberty  of  fishing  as  well  in 
the  sea  as  in  the  ports  of  the  province  and 
the  priveledge  of  drying  and  salting  their  fish 
as  heretofore  they  have  reasonably  enjoyed 
which  they  sliall  enjoy  without  doing  any 
injury  to  Sir  George  Calvert  or  to  the  dwellers 
and  inhabitants  and  specially  in  the  woodes 
and  be  liable  for  damages.  Power  to  enjoy 
all  customs  payable  or  accruing,  a. ud  IVe 
shall  at  no  time  hereafter  make  any  tax  ui)on 
land  tenements  or  merchandize  laden  or  un- 
laden within  the  province  and  this  declaration 
is  to  be  a  full  discharge  to  all  officers.  Xo 
interpretation  bee  admitted  whereby  Gods 
holy  and  true  Christian  Ikdigiou  or  the 
allegiance  uue  to  us  suffer  any  prejudice — 
.signed  at  Westminster  the  7  of  April  in  the 
21  years  of  our  reign  of  England. 

V.  Lord  Baltimore. 

The  first  letter  relating  to  his  colony  is 
from  Eerryland,  dated  Sep.  .'),  1021.  Captain 
Wynne,  his  Agent,  writes  that  he  had  arrived 
with  12  men.  In  1('.'J2  Captain  Daniel  Powell 
arrived  with  22  more. 

Wynne  says  the  first  range  of  buildings 
erected  about  All  Hallow  Tide  was  11  feet 
long  by  l.j  feel  wide  eonfaining  hall,  entry 
cellar,  four  chand)ers,  kitchen,  staircase,  pii,-~- 
sage,  &c.  This  building  was  at  the  foot  of 
the  Downs  facing  the  sea.  "  He  raised  up  a 
face  of  delence  to  the  water  si<le  ward  ;  sowed 
wheat  for  triall  and  many  other  businesses 
besides.  After  Cliristnuis  he  built  a  parlour 
fourtcene  foote  long  and  twelve  foot  broade 
a  lodging  chamber,  a  foige,  salt  works,  a  well 
sixteen  foote  deepe,  a  brewe  house,  a  wluirfe 
and  a  fortification  so  that  the  whole  may  be 
made  a  prellie  street." 

Aug.  17th,  1(122.  He  gives  an  aceoimt  of 
his  crops  ami  sends  home  a  barrel  of  salt  as  a 
sample. 

Wynne  was  a  Welch  man  and  his 
emigrants  as  we  learn  frou\  his  contemporaries 
were  also  from  Wales. 


.Fuly  28,  1622.  We  have  a  letter  from 
Capn.  Daniel  Powell  evidently  a  West  Country 
man.  He  describes  the  death  of  "  three  ewe 
gviats  by  reason  of  their  extreme  leanesse  j 
one  ewe  and  buck  goat  survived." 

Hoth  Powell  and  Wynne  so  j)lundered 
the  unsuspecting  JJaltimore,  that  at  last  he 
had  to  visit  the  Colony  to  look  after  his 
interests.  He  writes  to  Lord  Staffonl  in  l(i27 
that  "  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  go  over  and 
settle  the  Colony  in  better  order  or  lose  the 
fruit  of  all  his  exertions"  {Stafford  Corrcs., 
i.  39.)  He  originally  intended  to  come  out  in 
1G25  (not  suspecting  (he  failure  of  his  schemes, 
for  according  to  Sir  Wm.  Alexander,  Wynne 
had  contrived  to  make  some  appearance  of 
profit)  but  was  prevented  : — "  March  15 
1G2,')  :  George  Calvert  to  Coke."  I  intend 
shortly  God  willing  a  journey  to  Newfound- 
land to  visit  a  plantation  I  have  begun  there 
some  years  since.  I  hirtd  the  ship  called 
Joimlhaii  now  in  the  River  for  the  trans- 
l)ort  of  myself  and  such  idunts  as  1  carry 
with  me.  Rut  1  understand  she  is  stayed  for 
the  King  so  I  must  give  place.  Rut  I  am  by 
that  means  utterly  disappointed  and  you 
should  do  me  the  duty  to  clear  her  and  hi  r 
marriner'.  and  also  the  Pfti'r  Banaveutiire 
for  which  I  contracted  for  carrying  cattle. 
Whatever  favour  you  do  me  herein  my  Lord 
Duke  will  not  be  displeased  at  it.  {Coivpcr 
MSS.) 

In  1627  he  made  his  first  visit  to  New- 
foundland to  see  how  bad  matters  really  were 
but  only  stayed  a  few  weeks.  In  1628  he 
took  with  him  his  wife  and  all  his  children, 
except  his  eldest  son,  to  permanently  reside 
in  his  Plantation,  his  sons-in-law.  Sir  R. 
Talbot  &  William  Peasely,  accompanied  him. 
At  Ferryland  they  lived  in  a  large  substantial 
stone  house,  the  scene  in  later  years  of  many 
an  incident  connected  with  the  Kirkes,  Down- 
ings,  Treworgie,  and  others.  1"he  house  was 
standing  in  1674  ;  Sir  .loseph  Williamson 
mentions  it  as  being  only  a  "  (juoits  throw" 
fiom  the  shcare,  and  it  appears  to  be  depicted 
ui)on  Eitzhugh's  map  in  16'.).'{  ;  a  view  of  it  is 
given.  The  Raltiniore's  claim  to  have  spent 
a:;U),()00  on  buildings  and  breaking  up  land  at 
Eerryland.  The  Kirkes  also  spent  some 
money,  but  either  could  not  or  would  not  say- 
how  nuieh,  perhaps  it  «as  very  little. 

In  1625,  the  last  year  of  James's  reign, 
Calvert,  for  his  services  to  the  Court,  had 
been  made  Baron  Baltimore,  Ireland. 

Bishop  Howley  ;.ays  "  If  Lord  Baltimore 
had  had  the  good  fortune  to  settle  in  St. 
.Tohn's,  'I'repassey  &c  "  but  these  were  out- 
side his  grant  and  his  best  available  Harbour 
was  Eerryland,  admirably  situated  for  defence 
from  sea. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  at  Ferryland,  Balti- 
more, in  a  letter  to  the  King,  describes  his 
attack  on  "a  French  man  of  warre  one 
jNIonsieur  De  La  Bade  of  Deepe  who  with 
three  ships  and  400  men  well  armed  aiul 
appointed  came   into   my   harbour  of  Cape 


LORD  BALTIMORE. 


133 


Uroile,  Mhevc  ho  surprized  divers  of  the 
fisln'riiifii  took  two  of  tiieir  shippcs  in  the 
harbour  and  kept  possession  of  tliem  till  I 
sent  two  ships  of  mine  with  some  hundred 
men  being  ail  the  foree  we  could  make  upon 
the  suddiiyne  in  tiiis  place  where  I  am  planteil. 
I'pon  the  approach  of  which  sliips  near  to 
the  Harbour  mouth  of  Cape  Hroyle  one  of 
them  beinp  3fl(»  Tons  with  24  i)icces  of 
ordnance,  the  French  let  slip  their  cables  and 
made  to  sea  ns  fast  as  they  could  leaviuf; 
behind  them  both  the  Knglish  ships  and  07  of 
their  own  crew  which  I  made  prisoners.  We 
followed  the  ciiase  so  long  as  we  saw  any 
possibility  of  coiuinj;  ujip  witli  them  but  they 
were  much  better  of  saile  and  we  were  forced 
to  give  over." 

I)c  La  l{adc  luid  done  much  damage  to  the 
northward,  so  Baltimore  went  after  him,  found 
he  bad  been  driven  away  by  a  ship  of  London 
before  he  could  get  there. 

"  Hereupon  being  still  vexed  with  tlicse 
men  (and  both  myselfe  and  my  poore  fisherie 
heere  and  many  others  of  Your  Majesty's 
subjects  much  injured  this  yeere  by  them)  I 
directed  my  ship  in  consort  with  Captain 
Fearne's  Man  of  Warre,  then  in  this  country, 
to  seek  out  some  of  that  tuition  at  Trepasse 
a  harbour  to  the  Soitth,  where  they  used  to 
fish.  There  they  found  six  shippcs  .5  of 
Hayonne  and  otic  of  .St.  Jeati  de  Luz  wliotn 
they  took  with  their  ladittg,  beitig  fish  and 
trayne,  atid  have  sent  them  to  England." 

Wherefore  Haltimore  prays  the  Kiiig  to 
send  two  Men  of  War  to  guard  the  coast.  Oiu^ 
of  his  prize  ships  tlie  St.Claiidi'  was  sctit 
out  under  the  cmmand  of  Luoiuird  Calvert 
Lord  Haltiniore's  niitiiral  son.  Bishop  How- 
ley  says  two  ships  were  sent,  the  records  siiow 
otily  otie  : — "  Dee.  l.'t,  UVif'.  yir  F.  Cotting- 
toii  to  Lord  Treasurer  Woton:  has  granted 
(Die  of  tlie  six  Prize  ships  which  Nicholas 
says  iire  good  and  warlike."  In  Decetuber 
of  the  same  year  there  is  a  I'etitioti  from 
Will  I'easley,  on  behalf  of  Lof(l  Baltimore, 
to  the  I^ofds  Commissiotiers  of  the  Admiralty 
that  the  St.  Cltiiide  may  be  substituted  lor 
the  I'lspcnnice,  and  in  l)ecember  a  Warrant 
issued  "  to  deliver  one  of  the  prize  ships 
\St.  (^Iniide]  to  Leoiuird  r'alvert  son  of  Lord 
Baltimore  to  be  lent  for  Twelve  months." 

In  K>'2H  there  was  a  disimte  between 
Lord  Baltimore  and  the  merchants  about  the 
French  prizes  taken  in  Xewfouiidlaiul  by  tlieir 
ships,  the /y('ne(/(c//oM  and  the  ]'irti>ri/.  Balti- 
more claims  for  his  jiart  according  to  the 
consort  ship,  and  very  cunningly  asks  to  have 
I'is  letfer-of-manpu'  tiiitcdatvd  to  enable  him 
to  receive  his  proportion.  We  have  only 
Baltimore's  version,  so  we  cannot  decide  the 
merits  of  the  case. 

From  Ferryland  <m  Aug.  19,  lG-_'n, 
I^altimore  thanks  the  King  upon  his  knees 
for  the  loan  of  a  fair  ship,  cotnplains  of 
the  mnlice  and  calumny  of  those  who  seek  to 
make  liim  appear  foul  in   His  Majesty's  eyes, 


and  of  the  slanderous  reports  raised  at  Ply- 
mouth last  winter  by  an  audacious  man 
[Stourton]  who  was  banished  for  his  mis- 
dee<ls  ;  complains  of  cold  and  loss  of  life  by 
sickness;  asks  for  grant  of  a  precinct  of  land 
in  Virginia,  where  he  wishes  to  retnove  some 
forty  persons  with  such  privileges  as  King 
James  granted  to  him  iti  Newfoundland. 

Baltimore  died  iti  1().'52  before  his  charter 
of  Marylaiul  was  completed ;  it  was,  however, 
granted  to  his  distinguished  sou  Cecil,  the 
second  Lord,  a  far  more  able  and  energetic 
man  than  his  father.  He  showed  great 
ability,  courage,  and  decision  in  dealing  with 
his  opponents  in  Maryland,  and  faced  and 
overcame  difficulties  before  which  his  father 
would  have  quailed.  The  questions  between 
Kirke  and  Baltimore  are  fully  set  forth  in 
the  law  proceedings  between  the  contending 
parties  ;  notninal'y  the  right  to  Ferryland  was 
conceded  to  Baltimore  l)y  Charles  11.,  but 
practically  the  result  was  of  no  benefit  to 
him.  The  warrant  directed  to  Sir  Louis 
Kirke,  Sir  David's  widow  and  his  sons  was 
issued  in  the  reign  of  Charles  IL  [For  more 
inforinuticn  on  this  subject  read  the  note  on 
Kirke.] 

In  1754  the  Baltiuiores  renewed  their 
claim  to  Avaloti,  but  the  Government  det'ded 
their  rights  had  la))sed  through  want  of 
actual  occupation  and  possession. 

VI.  Beothics. 

Since  the  above  was  in  ])riiit,  I  have 
examined  a  MS.  in  Lambeth  i.ibrary 
which  contains  a  much  fuller  description  of 
Guy's  visit  to  Trinity  Hay  than  is  given  in 
Purclias's  condensed  account  (p.  128). 
Doubling  the  C-iates  they  came  to  Heart's 
Content,  and  from  thence  to  Spread  I^aglc! 
and  Bay  Bulls  arm.  Guy  describes  their 
pleasant  intercourse  witli  the  Hed  Indians. 
They  are,  he  say:.,  of  middle  size,  broad- 
eherted,  and  very  erect.  They  go  b.ir<'headed, 
wi'uring  their  hair  somewhat  long;  heliiiiil 
they  have  a  great  lock  of  hair  plaited  with 
leathers,  like  a  luiwk's  lure,  with  a  feather  on 
it  standing  upright  by  the  crown  of  the  head, 
with  a  small  lock  plaited  before.  Tlicv  «ore 
a  short  gown  or  cassock  nuide  of  stag  skins, 
the  fur  innermost,  that  caiiie  (!o'.v;i  tu  ihe 
middle  of  the  leg,  with  sleeves  to  the  middle 
of  the  arm,  and  ii  bearskin  about  the  neck. 
Their  hair  was  diverse,  some  black,  some 
brown,  some  yellow.  Some  of  their  wigwams 
were  covered  with  skins;  they  had  other 
square-shaped  houses  covered  with  canvas 
obtained  from  some  Christians,  probably  the 
Biscayans,  who  had  also  given  them  hooks, 
and  a  copper  utensil  which  was  kept  very 
bright.  Besides  ])a(ldles,  they  had  some  oars 
shaped  like  the  Biscayan  oars.  The  canoe  is 
also  described  ;  it  exactly  resembles  the  one 
at  p,  37a,  Several  Indian  families  must 
have  resided  at  the  bottom  of  Trinity  Bay 
about  this  period. 
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.1625-1649. 

1('>25.— Ciipiure  of  27  NowfoiiiifJland  >ihi])san(1  '200  persons  by  Turkish  pirates.  VaugliDii's 
"  Golr.len  Fleece  "  j)i:blislie(l.  ^Mason's  capture  of  tlie  iUtod  Fortune,  at  Crook- 
haven.  Baltimore  jireveiited  from  visiting  Avalon.  Bill  for  niaintcnaiice,  &c. 
of  shipping  thrown  out  by  tlie  Lords. 

1026. — Three  hundred  and  fifty  families  of  Knj;h'sh  settled  between  Cape  Race  and 
Bonavista  ;  '_'.'J0  Knglit^h  vessels  fishinf:  in  Xevvfoundluud.  Whitbournc's  appeal 
for  a  Government  post  a.s  inspector  of  provisions. 

1G27. — Lord  Brillimore  visits  Ferrylatid  for  a  few  weeks;  bronglit  two  priests;  found 
itdiabitants  and  an  Knfjlish  clerirymau,  Stourt(;n,  in  Conception  Baj\  Pateui  to 
Sir  \V.  Alexander,  of  Nova  Seutia,  in  1621,  confirmed  by  the  King. 

jiC'18. — Baltimore  returned  to  Ferryland  with  his  wife  and  family.  Dr.  Meadus  negotiating 
a  purchasi.'  of  pait  of  the  jduntatiou  from  Slany  for  Lord  and  Lady  Conway. 
Hayuian's  "  (Juodlibets  "  published.  Baltimore  drives  away  a  French  pirate, 
named  ])e  la  IJaile  :  jirays  for  a  convoy  ;  one  shij)  granted  ;  dispute  between  Haiti- 
more  and  the  merchants  abotit  French  prizes,     lialtimore  banishes  Stourton. 

Ki'JO. — Baltimore's  priests  come  to  England  under  assumed  names;  he  again  prays  for  a 
ship  to  protect  his  s;'tllements  ;  complains  of  Stourton,  and  asks  for  a  gri.  it  in 
A'irgiuia,  and  permission  to  move  his  family  and  dependants  there.  Baltimore 
abandoned  Newloundlaud  ;  fouiuled  Maiylaiid  in  Virginia. 

1G30. — I'rnelamation  of  Charles  I.  prohibiting  disorderly  trading  with  the  Bed  Indians. 
Ilaynian's  iiropositioii  to  the  King. 

lC:i2.— Death  of  Baltimore. 
.^t.  (iermains. 

1  (>;!:!. — Charles  I.,  through  the  Star  Chamber,  made  his  ec'ebrated  code  of  regulations  for 
the  governimnt  of  the  Newfoundland  fisiiery,  establishing  fishing  admirals  ;  first 
skii)))er  arriving  fiom  lOiigland  to  be  judge  or  vice  admiral  for  fishing  season. 
I'roclam.Htiou  for  the  observance  of  Sunday  in  Newfoundland. 

16;!4. — Star  ChanihRr  issued  a  charter  "  to  the  merchants  aiul  traders  to  Newfoundland." 
Order  in  Coimcil  i)assed  making  the  Bishop  of  Loudon  Ordinary  of  the 
I'lantation. 

1035. — Charles  I.  gave  permission  to  the  French  to  cure  and  dry  fish  iu  Newfoundlaml  on 
payment  of  .  mci  cent,  on  the  produce  ;  continued  for  41  years.  This  was  the 
first  eomuienc  inent  ot  our  difficulties  -with  the  Freucli.     Death  of  Mason. 

1036 — Mayor  of  Weymouth  visits  the  king  at  Woodstock  to  get  a  convoy  for  the  New- 
foundland tie  't. 

10;i". — Cecil  Lord  Bahimore's  petition  ai^ainst  any  alienation  of  his  grant  of  Avalon. 
(irant  to  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  Kirke,  and  others,  of  all  Newfoundland. 

1038.— Arrival  of  Sir  D.  Kirke  at  Ferryland. 

1630. — I'omjione  de  Bellie-.  re  complains  of  Kirke's  collection  of  taxes  from  French  subjects 
Bishop  of  Exeter  and  otiiers  petition  against  Kirke.     Kirke's  letter  to  Laud. 


(Juebee,  Port  Uoyal,  &c.  restored  to  Fiance  at  the  i)eaeo  of 
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IC-IO. — Further  coinpliiints  against  Kirkp.  Kirke  disinissod,  and  John  Downiiiff,  senior, 
iippiiiiited  (iovernor  by  Patentees.  Memorandum  about  Dutch  tradinj^  in 
Newfoundland. 

lu^l — Cargo  of  dry  fisli  shipped  from  Hoston  to  Europe. 

1642. — Civil  war  between  Charles  and  the  Parliamentary  Party. 

1043. — First  carpo  of  fish  sent  from  HoRfon  to  Bilbao  in  Spain. 

KU.j. — First  vessel  sent  from  Hoston  to  fish  at  IJay  Bulls  seized  by  a  royal  citiiser. 

104G. — Treworgie  nuirried  a  Mis3  Spencer,  of  Newberry,  Mass. 

1017. — Governor  Wintlirop  records  a  fireat  storm  in  Newfoundland. 

104U. —  Letter  from  ('harles  to  Kirke  about  asylum  for  Lady  Hawkins.  Kirke  offers 
the  kill;.'-  an  asylum  in  Newfoundland.  Trial  and  execution  of  the  king. 
('onuiKiiiwealtii  cruisers  .sent  to  defend  the  fi.-ihing  ships  against  Prince  Rupert. 
Kirke  only  allowed  to  take  to  Newfoundland  sufficient  men  to  man  his  ships. 


The  .'ilioi't  and  troiiMeil  roign  of  this  unfortiinato  king  is,  and 
pfobalily  always  wilJ  l)e,  the  battle-^Tound  for  a  fierce  political  discusHioii 
between  Monarchists  and  Republicans,  Cavaliers  and  Koundheails.  Our 
colonial  records  throw  a  vivid  side-light  on  this  <lisa'-trous  period.  The 
treatment  of  our  unfoitunate  Island 
by  Charles  T.  was  nniforndy  crnel, 
tyrainiical,  and  stupid.  In  eveiy 
way  the  interest  of  the  pati^ntees — 
the  conrtiers — was  preferred  to  the 
welfare  of  the  ])lanters.  Charles, 
like  his  fatlier  James  T.,  was  in- 
llu(>nced  entirely  bv  his  personal 
feelings  for  his  inline  Hate  adherents  ; 
whilst  he  defended  and  ])erpetuated 
the  ab.snrd  nionojxjly  of  the  Ply- 
month  Coni[»aiiy  in  New  England 
aii'ainst  the  riylits  and  claims  of 
English  merchants  and  Hshermen,  he 
pursued  an  exactly  opposite  course 
in  Newfonnd'anil. 

The  king  carried  out  his  policy 
towards  this  Colony  deliberately. 
From   fiood,    honest     men,    well    ac- 

(piainted  with  the  Islnnd,  settlers,  who  had  lived  there,  he  received  the 
^•ery  bes^  advice  as  to  how  the  Colony  should  be  governed  and 
settlement  encouragetl.  Sir  Williiim  Vaughan,  his  intimate  friend  and 
a  staunch  supporter  of  Roytilty,  in  his  "  Golden  Fleece  "  says  : — -^ 

"Many  slii|is  from  Newfoundland  taken  by  Moorish  Piratn."?.  .  .  .  ACoro 
confusion  amongst  Fisliormen  of  Nowfonndiand  than  any  o'.her  for  want  of  being 
suUicieutly  guarikd.     .     .     .     King  Jamos  did  about  three  years  past  [1622  or  16253] 


cnviii.Ks  I. 

Frnm  nn  oigrnvhig  nflcr  X''iiii(liiki'. 


'  Part  II.,  p.  102,  1626. 


13G 


REIGN  OF  CHARLES  I. 


soc  into  the  cliscomfnrts  and  directed  a  commission  at  tho  suit  of  the  corporation 
^(jny's  Company]  for  plan  of  Newfoundland  to  provide  a  couple  of  good  ships  in 
the  eliarge  of  the  tishernien  to  ])rote('t  them  from  Pirates  who  a  few  years  bi'foro 
had  pillaged  them  tlie  extent  of  £40,ft0ii  besides  100  pieces  of  ordnance  and  had 
taken  away  1500  mariners  to  the  hurt  of  Newfoundland  and  the  Planters." 

Vaiighau  urjreH  tliat — - 

"  The  ships  should  be  retained  both  in  peace  and  war,  That  God  had  reserved 
Newfoundland  for  Britain  as  the  next  land  beyond  the  sea  and  not  above  9  or  10 
days  sail  that  it  miL?ht  bo  inhabited  the  sooner  liy  Youi'  Majesty's  subjects  .  .  . 
that  the  same  God  overlooks  Newfoundland  as  Eui'ope.  ...  I  am  sorry  to 
(ind  80  many  hopeless  in  my  country  of  Wales  whereas  close  by  us  in  Dc^vonshire 
150  ships  go  1,0  Newfoundland  transporting  from  thence  tliose  commodities  without 
which  Spain  and  Italy  can  hardly  live.  .  .  .  Experience  of  this  fishery  sheweth 
that  it  yearly  maintains  8000  people  for  six  months  in  Newfoundland  .  .  . 
products  of  the  colony,  tar,  pitch  &o.  codfish,  salmon,  mackerel,  herring  &c.  &c. 

"  The  bonelits  of  a  colony  would  be  to  restrain  our  own  tishernien  [ship  fishers] 
who  seize  on  one  anothers  stages  ;  it  will  serve  to  restrain  their  insolence  who  brag 
that  thoy  are  there  '  West  and  by  law.'  Organization  of  a  colony  would  prevent  the 
depredations  of  the  ship  tisliermcn,  firing  the  ',  oous,  stealing  salt,  and  fish,  casting 
ballast  into  the  Harbours,  &c.  &c." 

All  these  practical  suggestions  were  addressed  to  royal  ears  that 
would  not  hear.  The  colonies  under  Charles  were  as  much  neglected 
and  misgoverned  as  his  Royal  Navy,  with  its  rotten  ships  and  unpaid 
sailors. 

Vaughan  says  : — ■ 

"  Capt.  Wynne  and  Welchmen  settled  Ferryland  for  Lord  Baltimore.  One 
man  near  llenoos  killed  700  Partridges ;  3  men  catch  in  30  days  25.000  to  30,000 
fish  worth  with  oil  £160;  many  sail  to  Newfoundland  in  12  to  16  dais  about 
600  leagues  [1800  miles];  500  to  600  ships  yeiirly  resort  there;  freight  20/-  per 
ton  10,-  for  a  man  passenger.  Newfoundland  a  good  security  for  Spain  and 
other  foreign  enemies  as  there  are  constantlj"-  between  300  and  400  of  our  ships 
there.     [This  includes  fishing  ships  and  cargo  vessels.] 

"  1623.  King  James  sent  two  ships  of  war  as  convoys. 

"  1626.  Discontinued  l)y  Charles  I.  Woden  house  best  for  cold  weather. 
Exercise  best  to  keep  off  scurvy.  Strong  liquor  prejudicial  in  cold  countries, 
barley  water  &  spruce  beer  best.  Salt  costs  England  £J0,ti0i)  annually  ;  may  be 
made  in  Newfoundland  for  M.  ])er  bushel.     French  salt  costs  20d.  per  bushel.'' 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  for  us  to  see  the  contemporary  records 
before  we  can  believe  that  any  king  or  government  should  decree 
that  this  great  Colony  was  not  to  be  inhabited,  that  any  chance  .settlers 
remaining  sliould  be  persecuted,  hatnpered,  and  impeded  in  all  their 
labours  and  industry,  that  though  they  were  fishermen  and  had  to 
live  l)y  the  sea,  it  was  solemnly  decreed  that  none  of  them  should  reside 
within  six  miles  of  its  shores ;  all  these  barbarities  were  made  law  in 
order  that  West  Country  fishermen  should  catch  fish  on  the  coast,  and 
a  few  courtiers  make  their  fortime. 

Besides  the  good,  sensible  advice  contained  in  Vaughan 's  book,  there 
is  more  of  the  same  character  in  another  work  written  at  Harbour 
Grace,  in  1G30. 


lOlljAll.     lll.AlJ. 


•;^-:^-' 


SALMON     COVI',. 


Tin;   nouLDS.   nicar   hkigus. 


IIAYMAN'S  rilOPOSITION. 


137 


"A  projjosition  of  profitt  and  honour  propnuL'd  to  my  driiul  tind  grfttioiis 
Eovcreigne  Lord  King  ChurlcH  by  Rohurt  Ilnytnftn," 

Haymnn  Hiicceoded  John  Mjxhou  as  Governor  of  (iny's  Colony;  oiio 
part  of  tho  Company  Hccm.s  to  have  separated  from  tlie  Coloriy  at  "Sea 
Fforest,"  Cuj)ids,  and  formed  a  plantation  or  colony  at  Harlio)n'  Criice, 
which  they  named  "  Bri>tolls  Hope."  We  learn  from  jMason's  Utter  that 
he  had  a  fishing  r<x)m  or  plantation  there;  and  in  Ki'.lT  the  iidiabitants 
told  Ah\t6  Baudoin  that  their  harbonr  was  tho  first  place  settled  in  the 
country  by  the  English  ;  that  a  man  had  died  there  in  KiOM  or  l(if)4< 
aged  H',i.  He  might,  possihly,  be  the  son  of  one  of  Guy's  settlers,  but 
in  all  probability  he  was  a  descendant  of  '"iio  of  the  original  planteis 
long  anterior  to  Guy's  arrival — most  likely  a  Davis,  a  Thistle,  a  Pike,  a 
Pynn,  a  Crawley,  era  I'arsonK — the  oldest  families  in  tho  Bay  Metropolis. 

Hayman  proposes  for  the  king  : — 

"  To  build  a  citio  where  I  have  placed  yonr  Cnrolinopole  [narboiir  Grnce]  and 
to  privilege  that  Towno  with  that  fishing.  Your  Majesty  might  likewise  make 
il  a  Mart  or  free  market  for  fish  ;  has  two  HarV)imra  three  miles  apart  and  would 
grow  populous  rich  and  strong.  I  would  humbly  pray  this  Island  may  l)e  called 
Brittaiiiula. 

"  The  French  and  Bi.scays  do  yearly  in  groat  number  finh  ac  the  Mnyne  and 
disjjosscss  us.  Proi)osais  about  salt ;  also  proposes  to  take  Cape  de  Yerd  Island  ; 
ort'ers  further  explanation  in  i)erson  and  asks  tho  King  to  dt'cidi;  in  twenty-four 
hours.  Many  ship  owners  are  forthcoming  to  aid  tho  project."  [It  was  an 
apjieal  to  unwilling  ears.] 

"He  ])resents  a  plat  [map]  of  His  Majesty's  Dominions  both  possessed 
pretended  and  intended  Ac.  but  among  the  several  lands  God  made  yon  Lord  over 
I  recommend  to  Your  Majesty's  special  viewe.  a  work  left  for  you  to  finish  and 
furnish  with  millions  of  Your  subjects  viz.  Newfoundland. 

"  In  this  Island  at  one  time  I  lived  fifteen  months  together  and  since  I  have 
spent  almost  -'.cry  summer  in  it.  I  had  lots  of  time,  being  an  over,-;eer  and  no 
labour  to  do.  But  seeing  to  my  grief  the  poor  support  of  divers  treatises,  read 
over  by  some,  liked  by  some,  derided  by  others,  and  neglected  by  almost  all,  and 
these  few  have  either  insufRcicntly  begun,  or  have  been  deluded  and  wiongcd  by 
those  they  employed  or  mistaken  in  good  meaning,  or  have  not  been  able  to  spread 
or  out  of  heart  with  pooro  lowt,  unsupported  retournes,  or  demands  of  new 
sujiplies. 

"That  unless  Your  Majesty  su  dainly  assist  this  costly  business  is  like  to 
vanishe  lamentably.  .  .  .  As  to  patents  to  certain  noblemen  .  .  .  thcso 
noblemen  were  but  only  named,  or  adventured  very  little.  Those  gents  were  soon 
made  weary  ;  those  merchants  aoquaintcd  with  must  speedy  gain  first  falling  out 
among  themselves  by  reason  whereof  the  principal  undertaker  [Guy]  a  man  of  their 
((ualitie,  wise  yet  inconstant,  I'alling  off  they  concluded  to  divide  the  land  into 
severall  parts  sinoe  when  some  have  done  a  little  to  no  ])urpose  and  the  most 
nothing. 

"  I  confess  since  that  time  divers  noble  gents  have  adventured  somewhat,  first 
Sir  Percival  Willoughbeo,  then  Dr.  Vuugban  and  have  been  annoyed  by  dishonest, 
idle,  unfit  men,  those  employed  by  t  hem  and  my  Lord  Falkland,  worse ;  only  my 
Lord  Baltimore  after  much  injnrio  done  him  [evidently  by  Wynne  &  Powell] 
adventured  happily  thither  himself,  where  seeing  how  to  mend  it  and  the  goodness 
of  the  action  resolved  wisely  to  s(%  his  busiucsa  done  himself  uud  Dr.  Vaughan 
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iiiloiids  to  follow  his  oxaniplo.     Hut  cxporii'iico  ol    t'onnoi"  iiiid  these  times  miikos 
ino  jt'iiloua  of  their  HiicceHs  imles!)  Your  MajcHty  Hti)|)8  in."  ' 

He  then  hIiowh  Imw,  in  Irt'laml, — 

"Xo  j^ood  was  (lone  until  tho  Kiii<^  l)e<,'iiu  to  tivke  the  mutter  in  liaml,  s^) 
NowfoiiiKllaiKl  Colonies  wilhiever  tloiirisii  eontiniiously  unless  nii(hMtiii\en  liy  tho 
Kiiij^.  If  Nowfoundlund  wei'o  pe.ipled  L 
dnro  prove  that  I'lOU  t^ood  slii|)s  only  [may 
snecped].  lUit  it  niuy  he  thought  how  wo 
stand  with  France  and  ISpain  if  a  large 
i|Uanlity  of  fish  were  sent  will  have  small 
vent,  and  I  know  the  Mallowyans  'nu'u  of 
St.  Maloj  have  ])roniiscd  their  King  ami  the 
Liskans  theirs  to  furnish  thorn  with  this 
coninioditic  whereupon  they  have  not  only 
jiroelaimed  forfeiture  of  importation  thereof 
taken  by  us,  hut  1  hearo  in  Spain  llain- 
burgherB  were  this  yearo  denounced  i'or 
doing,  but  Your  ^rajosty  might  easi'y  amend 
this,  in  preventing  theirs  and  making  tliein 
glad  of  ours,  for  without  tins  [fish]  they 
cannot  convoniuntly  subsist.  Hunger  will 
biiak  down  walla.  Jii  Queen  Klizabeths 
time  Ihey  had  it  fi'oni  I  lair  enemies  the 
llnjlanilers."  ' 

lliiyman  then  enumerates  the  products  of  the  countrv -pitch,  ^ur, 
tinilx'i',  (S:c. 

■'  Xewfoundlaml  is  a  land  worth  possessing.  There  is  a  rich  fishing  near  tliis 
laml  called  the  Mank  where  yearly  -lUO  French  ships  lish  and  IVoni  whence  your 
sulijc  cts  have  never  reaped  any."'  ' 

In   l(i25    the   Coninions   passed   "a    Bill    for    tlie    iii!i!uteniUU'e    iind 

"  increase  of  shipping  an<l  nfivi<;a- 
"  tion,  and  for  liberty  of  tishittjf  in 
"  Newfoundland,  Yirerinia,  and  New 
"  England."  The  Bill  was  throwti 
outiiy  C'liarles'.s  party  in  the  House 
of  Loi'ds.  The  Coiiuiions  refused 
a  subsidy,  tind  Parliament  was 
dis-iolved  in  anger.  Tlu'  (piestion 
of  free  fishery  was  one  of  the 
cau.ses  wliich  le(l  to  liostility  iK'twcen 
(Jhiirles  iind  Parliament. 

In    Newfoundlautl    he   gave    an 
exclusive  monopoly   of    the  Island 
fishery  to  the  Western  adventurers 
or  ship  fishernuni  from  De\()nshiro 
against  the  settlers  in  the  Island.     Most  tyrannical  laws  were  enacted 
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for  tholr  fjovcrnniict',  from  which  the  Kiinlisli  fl.sh(>rnion  hy  *  x])rc.s,s 
t'lmctii'ont  wiTc  to  1h>  iit  all  times  oxt'mptccl.  These  hiws  will  he  loiiinl 
ill  tlu(  ApjH'udix  to  this  chapter  utnler  the  head  of  Star  (^liamher  Rules.' 
The  extraordinary  provision  in  these  rej^ulatiouH,  makiiii;  the  tiist 
rude  Enji'lish  skipper  who  entered  the  harl)our  admiral  and  judj^je  overall 
I'd'  the  Hsjiinj;'  season,  seems  to  us,  in  this  a<;'e,  a  monstious  anomaly  ; 
but  it  was,  as  the  Uules  {h'vhivc,  <( a  A nciiiit  Caslom,  now  for  the  first 
timt;  le!,falise<l.  The  old  arrangement  that  the  tir>t  who  entered  hailnmr 
was  the  admiral,  [nexailed  not  oidy  amonj;st  the  Enj^lish  Imtwith  all  the 
fcjreign  Hshermeii.  The  ancient  i)raeti<;e,  h<jwever,  was  to  chauj^e  about 
each  week.  The  most  curious  part  of  this  pnxieedinj;  is  that  a  hiyhly 
ci\ili/ed    nation    like  the    Fivui-h,   uniu-r    France's   most   able   ndnister 
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Colbert,  adopti'd  precisely  the  same  ref^ulation.  FSy  the  oi-dinanco  of 
Louis  XIV.,  after  prescriliino-  most  minute  re<;,'ulatioiis  aliout  nets,  \'('., 
he  j>'ives  the  following-  llules  for  the  Newfoundland  tishery : — ■ 

"  1.  The  first  vho  shall  arrive  at  or  send  his  hi)at  to  the  Harbdiir  called  Lo 
rTavro  du  Petit  Maitre,-  shall  have  the  choice,  and  take  the  sjiaco  of  jj^round 
necessary  for  his  tibhery  ;  he  shall  then  put  up  at  the  place  called  the  '  ScalVold 
ol'  the  Gi apple'  a  Bill  signed  by  him  stating  the  day  of  liis  ai rival  and  the 
Harbour  which  he  has  chosen. 

"  2.  All  other  blasters  on  tlieir  arrival  shall  go  or  send  to  the  same  place,  and 
write  down  on  the  bame  bill,  the  day  of  their  ari'ival,  the  number  of  their  me!<. 
and  the  name  of  the  Harbour  and  place,  which  they  have  chosen,  in  proportion  to 
the  burthen  of  their  ships  and  the  number  of  their  mariners. 


'  NoAKiss,  the  franier  of  these  rules,  was 
Attorney  General  and  the  inventor  of  ship 
money  ami  other  illtgal  exactions. 


-  See  Jaoobsz's  map,  1621,  p.  120. 
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"  3.  The  cnptjiin  tliat  nrrivcs  first  shall  cause  the  Bill  or  placard  to  he  guarded 
hy  one  of  his  men,  wlio  shall  remain  upon  the  place  till  all  the  .\rasters  shall  have 
made  their  declaration,  which  I'Tterwards  shall  he  pnt  into  his  hands. 

"  4.  No  Master  or  ^[arincrs  may  settle  in  any  llarhonr  or  station,  till  they  have 
made  their  declaration  in  the  form  aforesaid;  nor  shall  they  distnrh  any  other 
master  in  the  choice  that  he  may  have  made  under  the  penalty  of  500  livres." 

Tliis  law  apjiliod  to  all  the  coasts  of  New  France.  The  first 
captain  was  to  keep  a  correct  account  of  .lU  offences  connnitted  aj^ahist 
this  oidinance,  and  on  his  retnrn  it  was  to  be  delivered  to  the  judge  of 
the  Admiralty  Court.  Ships  tishini;  on  the  banks  were  not  allowed  to 
set  sail  at  night.  All  French  s-ulije  ts,  of  what  quality  or  condition 
soever,  might  cause  ships  to  be  bnilt  or  Vionjifht,  and  carry  on  a  trade  at 
sea,  by  themselves  or  agents,  without  its  being  considered  derogat'ay  to 
their  quality,  provided  they  .sold  nothing  by  retail.  The  first  French 
Master  who  arrived  in  the  harbour  was  constituied,  like  his  English 
jtrototype,  Admiral,  supreme  Ruler,  and  Judge  over  all  the  French  fisher- 
men in  the  port.  The  fishing  admii-al  still  survives  in  the  French 
prud'liomme  of  the  N.  1^].  and  West  Coast. 
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The  Star  Chamber  Rules  were  for  the  benefit  of  the  Duke  of 
Hamilton,  Sir  P  ivid  Kirke,  and  other  parti^^ans.  Wiien  this 
extraordinary  patent  was  granted,  the  Newfoundi.And  settlers  }iad 
been  in  possession  of  their  homes  for  a  >ng  period.  They  had  built 
hous  s  and  .itages,  and  cleared  small  |  atclies  of  ground.  All  this 
expenditure   of    money   and    labour,    all   their   lawful    title   to   their 
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hai-(l-fanu'(l  possessions,  was  rutlilessly  swt-pt  awaj',  in  oi'der  to  cratifv 

tlie   cupidity  of  a   few  courtiers.      As   far  as    the    king's  grant  could 

annul   all  the  rights  of  fonner  occupants  aiud  patentees  under    King 

James's  charters,  this  new  title  to   Hamilton  and  Kirke  was  intended 

to  do  so  ;  there  is  no  saving  clause,  no  reser\-ation  ;  the  whole  Island  is 

granted  to  the  new  patentees.     This  charter  to  the  Duke  of  Hamilton. 

Kiike,  and  (jthers  has  such  an  important  hearing  on  oiir  history  that  it 

is  set  out  fully. 

Nothing    .shows    more    clearly    the    treachery    and    ingratitude    of 

Chailes    than    his  dealings  with  Lou!    Baltimore   respecting  this  new 

grant.      The  king  was  bound  by  every  sentiment  of  pei'sonal  feeling 

and  gratitude  to  treat  the  Calverts  with    kindness  and   consideration. 

The  tir.st  Lord  Baltimore  had  i)een  the  faithfiU,  abject  servant  of   his 

fathei".  and  his  own  great  personal  friend.     The  records  show  us  how 

Charles  acted  in  the  matte.     In  February  1037  Cecil  Lord  Baltimore. 

in  a  petition,  sets  forth  hi>i  grant  and  the  large  sum  of  money — i.  20.000 

■ — he  had  ex[)ended  in  the  Colony  ;  and   that  he  had  left  a  governor  in 

the  Island  up  to  the  time  of  his  father's  death.      He  says  : — 

"  It  is  reported  that  eomc  persona  of  qualilj'  have  a  design  to  demand  custimis 
upon  all  fish  taken  or  sold  in  Newfoundlaai'!,  which  must  needs  trench  U],  m  hia 
riahrs;  desirps  that  nottdng  niiiy  \>f  dwiio  to  his  prcjndioo  before  His  v^'ounsel  i-; 
heard  and  satisfaction  given.  If  really  for  the  King's  siervicc  .ill  lay  his  i-ights 
at  His  ]SIajesty'8  feet,  confident  that  Lis  groat  charges  will  be  taken  into 
consideration." 

In  reply  to  this  petition,  in  May  of  the  same  year,  this  answer  was 

sent : — 

••  The  King  to  the  Coiutnissioners  for  Foreign  Plantations  and  all  other 
officers  and  Ministers  .  is  infornn  d  by  Lord  linltiniore  that  some  grants 
concorniiig  Foreign  PLintatioi>>  may  pass  the  seids  prejudicial  to  his  lett;'i's 
jiatent  for  Newfcvidland  mid  ACaryland.  They  are  therefore  commandi'd  not 
to  permit  any  patent  commission  or  other  warrant  I'or  plantation  or  discovery 
near  the  Provinces  of  AAjulon  and  Maiyland  to  pass  which  may  in  any  way 
infringe  up'in  tlie  ri^ts  or  privikiiii's  of  Lord  Baltimore  and  his  heirs  tor 
■whose  better  encouragement  tlie  K'ukj  eiiijiiiji'ii  his  Rixjal  v:ord  nvvor  to  2wr)iiit  onij 
'  quo  u-ii'i'inito'  or  other  iJroi'eering  for  infringing  or  overlhroxoing  eithar  of  his 
2>iiteitt8.'' 

To  show  the  \alue  of  the  royal  word  of  Charles  I.,  on  the 
13tli  ^«o^■eHll)er  of  t  le  .same  year,  lii;i7.  the  charter  was  granted  U) 
Hamilton  Kirke,  an"''  others  of  the  whole  Island  of  Newfoundland  ; 
and  the  reason  for  f-i-i>s  grant  is  set  out,  that  Lonl  Baltimore,  Lord 
Bacon,  and  others,  to  \\  liom  grants  have  been  made,  have  deserted  the 
Island  The  eontents  of  this  remarkable  patent  afford  a  strikino- 
illustration  of  the  higl't-handed  tyraiuiy  of  Charles  I.  ;  without  the 
sli'htest  rey ird  for  the  settlers  in  the  Colony,  or  the  interest  of  the 
former  patentees.  Baltimore,  CJuy,  Falkland,  d^'^c,  who  had  expended 
laige  sums   of   money   in  developing  the  resources   of   the   Island,   he 
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Drives  away  to  straiiireiv  all  their  valnablc  ixissrssioiis  lu'lil  amlcr  (nants 
from  his  i'atlior,  James  I.     The  inihiunco  of  Dcvonsliiiv   s<  iiiis   to  have 
U't'ii  all  powerful   at  Court :  all   their  policy  is   embodied    in   this  deed. 
Settleis  were  not  to  dwell  within  six  miles  of  the  shores,  and  pi'aetieally 
all  their  ri-dits  were  ffiven  over  to  the  ship  Hshermen   from  the  West  of 
England.     Special    power   is  j;-iven    to    the    patentees    to   collect    taxes 
from   all  sfir'io-ors.     Under  this   charter  .Sir  Davitl  Kii-ki-  went   out  to 
Xewfoundla  id  and    took    possession   (A  .ill  Lord  Baltimores  propertj^ 
On   this  o-i'ant,  ohtained  hy  fraud  and  Court  influence,  the   J)evonsliire 
tishermeii  alrt-ays  based   their  claim   tr    exclusive   vi^lits   .4'   iishin;,;'  and 
their    I'iffht    to    lianisli    the 
settlei'sfrom  thesliore.  About 
the   20th  Felnuary   l(i:}4    a 
cliarter    was    issued    out    of 
the    Star    Chamber    t<j    the 
mercliants    and    traders    to 
Newfoundland.     This  i-rant 
lias    been    lost,    but    it    evi- 
dently   embodied    the    Star 
Chamber     Rules     and     tie' 
orders   in   Hamilton's  grant. 
The   Crown  di.l  all  it  coulil 
do    to    destroy    settlements 
and    to    injure   the   ,settlei-s. 
Fortunately,  the    king   ha  I 
jio    foi'ce    to    cany  out    his 
tyriumical       po'iiy.         The 
charter   was    a  dead   letter. 
Tin,'    planters    continued    to 
live     aljout     the     hai'bours, 
creek.s,    and     coves    <m    the 
east  coast  from   Cajie  Race 

to  Ca])e  Bona\  ista.  The  densest  pojtula' ion  was  in  the  neighboui'hood 
of  St.  John's.  None  of  the  noble  [latentees  exeieiM'd  any  special 
control  in  thi;  iieighbourhoo  I,  at  least  over  the  I'lnglish  .settl'M's,  or 
anywliere  else,  excejit  in  tlie  neighliourhood  of  Feri\  land.  Ihey 
owned  two  rooms  in  St.  .bilm's  Harbour,  anl  these  ninained  their 
.sole  p(j.s.se.ssion.  ( )ne  was  abtnit  tlu  present  (^Miecn's  Wharf  and 
Messi's.  March  and  Harvey  iV  Co.'s  javmises :  the  other  room  was 
<lirectly  east  of  Me.ssr.s.  INIndge  &^  Co.'s,  on  the  south  side,  known 
li.s  the  "  Naval  Dock  and  Stoichouse,"  and  still  own^'d  by  the  Tmp<  rial 
authorities.  'I'he  ])atenti'e's  business  and  lishiiin'  and  trading  o[ieiations 
wei'e  all  carried  on  at  Lord  Laltimore's  jiremises  in  Feriylaud. 


in  Ki:  UF   IHMII.KIN. 
From  itn  cngnxrhnj  aj'hf   ('((/  J,i//.i 
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The  Grant  to  ttte  Dukk  or  Hamilton,  Sir  David  Kirke,  a\d  others,  of  the 
Island    if  Newfoundland,  13tii  Novkmber  1C37. 

After  reciting  that  Lord  B.-iltiinoro,  Loi'd  Bacon,  and  tlie  London  and 
"  divers  "  other  cniipanit-s  tn  whom  grants  liad  been  made  iiad  deserted 
tlie  Inland,  the  kini^r  <i;  'ants  the  whole  Island  to  Hamilton,  Ivirke,  ami 
others  between  46^  and  5;$" — 

"  All  being  divided  from  the  Continent  \>y  an  arm  of  the  sea  ....  and 
all  rivers,  Ilarlioxii'S,  stages,  ports,  and  forts,  land  and  woods,  lakes  and  buildings 

and  al!  and  all  manner  of  lish  whatsoever  in  any  of  tlie  seas  or  river.s 

gold,  gems  &c.    .     .     .    Patronage  and  advowson  of  the  churches 

which  are  or  shall  hereafter  be  built  and  all  Eights  Jurisdiction  &c.  .  .which 
have  at  any  time  hereiofore  been  held  or  enjoyed  and  tliey,  the  said  Hamilton  &c. 
to  bo  the  true  and  absolute  Lords  and  Proprietors  of  the  said  Continent.  Island  and 
region  of  Newfouiidliind  except  only  the  allegiance  due  to  Ilis  Maj''  tye. 

"  Neithei-  Hamilton  itc.  nor  any  Planter  or  Inhabitant  shall  fell  wood  nor  luild 
icllhin  six  mill's  of  the  sea  between  ('aj)e  Race  and  Cape  Bonavista  save  only  that 
the  Planters  shall  have  liberty  to  fish  there  and  cut  wood  for  iishiug  as  other  our 
subjects  have  and  enjoy  ....  And  also  shall  have  full  power  and  liberty  to 
build  any  fort  or  forts  for  defence  of  said  Conntiy  and  fishing  and  shall  have 
timber  where  it  may  be  spared  to  the  least  prejudice  of  the  Tishor}-  .... 
Inhabitants  shall  not  take  uj)  before  the  arrival  of  the  fishermen  all  the  best 
beaches  within  the  capos  afoi-esaid  .  .  nor  take  away  burn  Ac.  any  stage  or  any 
necessaries  which  tliej'  nniy  leave  thcri>  .  nor  shall  commit  any  net  or  thing 
to  alter  change  or  dislmb  hinder  or  interru]it  the  manner  and  use  of  fishing  now  or 

al  any  time  hereafter  used  cir  accustomed and  all   our 

subjects  borne  or  to  be  borne  within  our  Kingdom  of  England  or  in  any  of  our 
Kingdoms  or  Dominions  may  from  time  to  time  and  at  .ill  times  pcaco.'ibly  hnld 
USD  and  eiijoj'  ye  freedom  of  fishing,  in  anj-  of  the  seas,  lakes,  or  I'ivers.  of  the  said 
Island  or  in  or  about  or  adjoining  with  full  liberty  to  land,  salt,  and  dry  fish. 
Yielding  the  one  fifth  jiart  of  all  gold  &e.  to  the  Crown. 

"  Power  to  make  laws  with  the  assent  of  the  freeholders  or  the  najor  part  of 
them.  Freeholders  to  atUnid  when  summoned.  Power  to  put  the  laws  in  execu- 
tion and  exact  the  penalty  ....  But  the  so; (Z  laws  arc  vot  to  extend  tonnij 
fiflit'rinen  who  arc  to  ho  for  ever  free  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Government  of 
Newfoundland  who  are  to  bo  subject  to  and  immediately  under  ye  order  rule  and 
government  of  us  our  heirs  &c.  as  We  ehall  from  time  to  time  nii[ioint  make  and 
direct  and  unto  the  laws  made  in  the  9th  year  of  our  n-ign  Avhich  laws  shall  be 
inviolably  kejit  and   observed   by   the  lishermen     .     .  ])()wer   to   grantees    to 

appoint  magistrates  ....  to  punish  and  pardon  oll'enders  ....  to 
execute  justice  and  to  sec  the  said  laws  be  observed  if  r  )i  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
England  or  jirejuilicial  to  the  lisliery  ....  Pro])rii  ^ors  to  make  laws  in  case 
freeholders  cannot  be  called  ...  to  ])ubliah  and  make  them  known.  Leave 
to  all  to  congregate  there,  and  build  forts,  all  the  Inhabitants  and  children  to  !>•■ 
free  denizens  and  to  enjoj'  all  English  priviledges,  to  transjiort  their  goods  witlmub 
paying  Cust(/ms  providt'd  thoy  get  leave  in  writing  from  the  said  Treasuier. 
Power  to  make  wnrre  and  call  to  their  stiindard  all  persons  whatsoBver  and 
wheresoever  (excc[)t  fishermen)  and  to  appoint  a  General  ....  to  declare 
martial  law  ....  lo  confer  honours  ....  to  incorporate  Towns 
.     .     .    only  to  jiay  customs  on  goods  sent  to  Englaml  as  natural  born  subjects 

.     .     Power  to  build  forts saving  always  and  reserving  to  us  .';c. 

frco  and  ainpli3  liberty  of  fishing  in  any  of  ye  seas  lakes  rivers  &o. 


Hi 


REIGN  OF  CHARLES  I. 


"  Strangers  to  pay  five  per  cent,  after  Christmas  day  next  and  the  same  by  all 
strangors  who  shall  hny  fish,  and  the  same  for  all  oyle-i  made  there  .  .  .  and 
we  will  and  require  the  saiil  Proprietors  to  put  this  in  execution  .  .  Collectors 
of  Customs  to  receive  the  same  before  they  load  or  depart.  Proprietors  to  be 
collectors  and  to  account  to  His  Majesty.  For  their  trouble  Projjrictors  to  have 
five  per  cent,  from  all  strangers  making  use  of  any  ground  and  the  same  five  jjcr 
cent,  from  all  strangers  that  com;;  thei/e  in  sack  ships  and  the  like  out  of  the  oj'les 
.  .  .  Those  customs  to  last  51  years.  The  Crown  to  have  ton  per  cent,  thereof, 
and  giving  account  of  all  gold  &c.  .  .  .  The  Proprietors  confirmed  in  all  things 
but  the  fishing  and  1  he  sole  trade  of  the  country  excejit  the  fishing.  Power  to 
admit  partners  merchants  and  others  who  are  to  have  tho  same  privileges  n.s  the 
others,  not  to  pay  any  tax.  Their  ships  not  to  be  detained  at  any  port  except  in 
case  of  invasion  of  England.  Every  one  over  Twelve  years  old  to  take  tlic  naths 
upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  before  Hamilton  Kirkc  or  his  Deputy  to  establisli  the 
orthodox  religion  .  .  .  Power  to  transport  necosBaries  thither  .  .  .  All  his 
subjects  to  aide  and  assist  them." 

No    county   in    Eno-laud    contains    so    many    small    proprietors    as 
Devonshire ;  no  other  county  pi'oduced  so   many  courtiers  during  the 


Tudor  and  Stuart  period  as  this  fair  southern  shire.  The  influence  ot 
this  western  aristocracy  was  hound  up  with  the  Devonshire  adventurers 
to  Newfoundland,  and  it  was  entirely  to  suit  tlieir  selHsli  monopoly  and 
j^reed  that  laws  were  enacted.  Nt.'wfoundhmd,  for  nioi'e  than  a  century, 
had  been  pourinfj  wealth  into  the  western  counties.  Tlie  landed  jrentry 
were  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in  this  lucrative  trade.  Tlu'ounh 
this  business  the  landlord  was  often  paid  his  rent.  The  hard  ridinjf, 
hard  drinkiny   squires    obtained    their    i)otent    .sherry,    and    i)ort,    and 
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aguardiente  from  the  Newfoundland  fleet ;  the  housewives'  pi'pserves, 
niarmahides,  (h-ied  fruit,  and  oil,  all  came  from  exchange  with,  the 
foreigners  in  Newfoundland.  Manufacturers  of  Bridport  cordage  and 
West  of  England  cloth  made  a  large  portion  of  their  sales  through 
the  Transatlantic  fishery  and  trade.  Devonshire  was  largely  in- 
terested in  the  fishery  ;  the  western  coui'tiers,  powerful  at  Court,  used 
their  influence  with  the  king  to  carry  out  the  seihsh,  grasping  policy 
of  Devon.  For  two  hundred  years  following  we  shall  always  find 
the  Courtenays,  Carews,  Northcotes,  and  other  great  county  families, 
uniforndy  assisting  to  keep  Newfoundland  simply  as  a  fishing  place  for 
their  countrymen.  The  fatal  effect  of  this  influence  really  hegins  in  this 
reign.  It  had  been  attempted  before,  as  we  have  seen,  against  Gu}^  but 
had  failed.  Now,  however,  it  burst  forth  in  ftdl  vigour,  and  for  two 
centiiries  it  fell  like  a  blight  upon  the  unfortunate  Colony.  Paralysing 
all  progress  and  advancement,  it  was  a  fatal  barrier  alike  to  agriculture 
and  the  p)eaceful  development  of  the  great  resources  of  the  island.  A 
Devonian  myself,  I  should  be  utterly  recreant  to  my  duty  as  a  historian 
if  I  did  not  fully  set  forth  the  dire  effects  of  West  Country  influence 
u[)on  the  progress  of  the  Colony. 

Wliilst  nothing  can  palliate  the  selfish  and  persistent  attitude  of 
Devonshire  traders  towards  the  island,  the  only  possible  excuse  for  their 
c:mduct  lies  in  the  ignorance  of  the  age,  and  the  claim,  or  pretended  claim, 
which  the  West  Countrymen  set  up,  that  Newfoundland  was  their  own 
possession,  gained  by  their  strong  right  arms,  without  aid  from  the  Ci'own, 
and  defended  against  all  foreign  foes  by  their  own  dauntless  courage.  The 
real  blame  attaches  to  the  Government,  who  permitted  such  a  destructive 
policy  to  be  carried  out.  In  all  ages  the  rule  of  traders  has  been  si'lfish 
and  narrow.  Bacon  had  the  Devonshire  men  in  his  mind  when,  in  his 
essay  on  plantations,  he  said  :  "  Let  not  the  Government  of  any 
"  })lantation  depend  upon  too  many  counsellors  and  undertakers  in  the 
'  country  that  planteth,  but  upon  a  temperate  nund)er,  and  let  those  be 
"  rather  noblemen  and  gentlemen  thau  niQi-Qhiints,  for  theij  look  ever  to 
"  the  present  gain." 


We  have  seen  the  constant  danger  to  which  both  settlers  and  ship 
fishermen  were  exposed  from  pirates  in  the  preceding  peril  •.'.  In  the 
first  years  of  Charles's  reign  a  nevv  peril  arose  from  the  Turks.  In  many 
instances  these  so-called  Sallee  rovers  were  renegadr  Englishmen, 
Frenchmen,  and  Spaniards,  who  adopted  the  Turkish  e»>ign  simply  as 
the  most  couAenient  flag  under  which  to  carry  out  their  iepredations  on 
the  peaceful  connnerce  of  Europe.  The  following  letter  from  the  Mayor 
of  Poole  to  the  Privy  Council  sets  out  in  graphic  terms  the  danger  to 
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whieli  the  ship  fisliernifn  were  exposed  from  this  new  enemy,  and  tlie  dis- 
m-acefvil  con<liti(Hi  of  the  Navv  under  tlie  dem^nerate  rule  of  the  Stuarts. 

O  I/O 

With  the  exception  of  two  vessels  sent  out  by  James  I.  to  protect  and 
convoy  the  Newfoundland  fleet  at  the  instance  of  Yau^han,  and  one 
man-of-Avar  lent  to  Lord  Baltimore,  'lo  Royal  ships  ever  visited  the 
Colony  (luring  the  early  part  of  this  rei^u. 

"  Letter  from  Mayor  of  Poole  to  Trivy  Council.     Aug.  8th,  1625. 

"  Right  n<)noural)lo  my  very  good  Lords. 

'•  I  liiive  thought  it  my  bouudi-u  duty  to  advertize  Your  Lordships  that  tho 
fouerth  of  this  August  ther  was  tiiken  some  eyght  or  nyne  leagues  off  fro'ii 
PlvTuouth  liy  the  Turki.sh  imii  of  vrnvv  belonging  to  Sallye,  tho  Anne  of  Poole. 
The  examination  of  lier  Mv.  Niehohis  ^Murray  have  sent  Your  Lordships  hero 
cnelosed  and  with  all  yo  great  damage  that  ye  Towno  of  Poole  hath  before  this 
Litoly  received  iiaving  in  captivityo  diverse  men  with  two  chippes  of  this  town 
taken  by  this  tieete  and  now  we  heai^  that  nnlesso  Your  Lordships  shall  be  pleased  to 
take  it  into  your  consideration  thatye  Newl'oundland  tleeti!  being  al)out  two  I'undred 
and  tiltyo  sayle  of  shippes  and  barques  of  uoe  defence  haveing  some  fower  or  five 
thousand  men  b.'l-.ngi'ig  to  yo  "Wesicnie  ports  expected  homewards  scattering 
within  this  moP'  "a  may  be  provided  for  by  some  such  ])roYi>ion  as  shall  Jeeir.e  best 
to  Your  Lordships  which  are  not  onely  threatened  to  bo  surprised  by  this  tieot  of 
Sallye  but  also  meiiacing  that  within  this  two  years  they  will  not  leave  his  most 
excellent  Majesty  Sa}  '  rs  to  man  his  Heetes.  Thus  leaving  the  liusyneese  of  soo 
great  consequence  uuto  Your  Honourable  consideration  soe  with  all  huuilde  dutye 
take  my  leave."  ' 

Also  from  ^layoi-  of  Plymouth,  August  12th,  1025  : — 

"  Says  there  are  general  fears  for  the  ships  from  Yirginia  and  Newfoundland. 
The  Turkish  pirates  -'  had  taken  in  ten  dayes  27  ships  and  2u0  persons."  * 

And  in  the  Weymouth  Records  '  a<^ain  of  September  163G  : — 

"  The  300  Entrli-li  ^hips  fromXewfoundland  will  be  in  great  peril  from  Turkisli 
Pirates.  Tlie  M^^-oi  of  Weymouth  foJln,  >  .[  *ho  King  to  Woodstock  to  get  help  foi- 
the  [fishing]  Heei  but  was  only  told  the  [Royal]  tlit-i  should  come  down  witli  tlie 
first  fair  »md.  Tlie  Mayor  said  this  woijld  uly  t  .itigate  not  cure  tho  business. 
The  Arehbishoi)  [Laud'  •**riking  his  hnrni  u[)on  his  breast  said  while  lie  had  life, 
lie  would  do  his  utni.isl  to  twlviince  so  coii-erpiential  a  bui-^iness,  tiiat  within  this 
twelve  iiiontiis,  not  a  'l'*rkl*ki  "^'j'  '•»'uhl  I'c  ulile  to  putt  oin  " 

This  extract  gi\«-»  a  vwid  picture  of  the  time.s,  a  remarkable  illusti'a- 
tion  of  the  churactw  </f  (MiurJtM  1.  We  cai:  !Bui<i:iiu'  tin-  nnxicms  maj^or 
gallof)inif  for  his  lift  to  sav*?  the  oT+:at  i\f-t.  i>f  in>  iviiantinen  on  Avhicli 
four  fair  counties  wen*  dep-ndt-nt  almost  for  their  existence,  on  whose 
wifety  hwrif;  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  \uiV  th-  .seamen  from  Devon, 
Dorset,  Connval],  and  Somer.sct.  The  answ<-r  of  the  king  shows  his 
utter  incapacity  to  appiec-jate  thv  vital  interests  of  hi^  subjects.     How 


*  tSucli    iiiiincs    an    "  T'lrku    Got"  »iid  ♦  H.  .1.  Mori.i .  Dencriptive   Cutalugiw 

"Turks  Cove"  ill  .'t-wfouiull.iiid  rov/pi  tlie       of  Ihc  Ckarttrt  of  Wrfmouih 
lueiuury  uf  thcttv  t«.'riM»l«  curMtutt. 
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(lifferontly  ElizjiliL'th  or  Cromwell  would  have  acted  ;  all  their  pride  and 
patriotism  wouM  have  been  roused  by  this  daring  attack  on  Enf^lishmen 
by  outlandisli  pirates. 

How  iuimiiicnt  must  liave  been  the  danjjer,  how  terrible  the  anxiety 
a!id  fear  of  the  cliief  ma^nstrate,  when  it  nerved  his  worship's  poor 
diflidei..  •.  mjjue  to  insist  most  strenuously,  even  in  the  aujLjust  presence  of 
majesty,  on  the  necessity  of  sendin*;  ofi"  the  Royal  ships.  Perliaps  the 
most  striking''  part  of  the  story  is  the  arrogance  of  Laud — the  swell- 
ing pride  of  this  little  Protestant  Wolsey — with  his  vague  threat  to 
annihilate  the  Turkish  jiirates.  How  nuicli  more  practical  it  would  have 
been  had  he  used  his  influence  with  his  Royal  master  to  send  immediate 
help  to  the  endangered  Newfoundland  Heet. 

Besides  tlie  ocean  pirates,  the  fishermen  suffered  grievously  from  the 
pressgang  ;  not  only  were  men  pressed  for  the  Royal  Navy,  but  even 
girls  were  captured  to  be  sent  out  to  the  plantations  :  "  October  1!),  I(il3. 
"  — In  Somerset  it  was  reported  that  forty  maidens  had  lied  from  their 
"  homes  to  obscure  places  to  escape  the  pressgang." 

Sir  Dnviti  Kiikc,  tlie  active  manager  of  Hamilton's  Company,  was 
one  of  the  most  reuitirkable  lieroes  of  this  age  ;  his  gallant  capture  of 
Quebec  and  destruction  of  the  French  power  in  Canada,  the  most 
brilliant  naval  ex[»loit  in  colonial  history.  The  pusillanimoiis  king 
threw  away,  at  one  blow,  all  the  immense  advantages  he  had  gained  for 
the  struggling  English  colonies,  and,  v.'ith  true  Stuart  ingratitude,  left 
Kirke  and  his  assoclatt.s  to  bear  the  enormous  expense  of  the  expedition, 
undertaken  undei'  a  direct  connuission  from  his  sovereign. 

The  policy  of  scuttle  is  supposed  to  be  oik^  of  the  products  of  modern 
English  statesmanship,  b\it  a  knowledge  of  the  dealings  of  the  Stuarts 
with  the  English  dominions  in  America  will  convince  us  that  they  fairly 
rivalled  the  nineteenth  centurx'  rulei>i  of  England  in  this  line.  Sir 
David  Kirke  and  a  few  gallant  adheienrs  had  won  Nova  Scotia  for  the 
Crown  of  England  ;  British  sovereigns  elainu-d  the  ei>untry  by  right,  of 
discovery ;  James  I.  had  matle  a  grant  of  it  to  the  eecentric  Sir  William 
Alexander;  Englishmen  had  it  in  possession;  the  young  colonies  of 
New  England  clamoured  for  its  reti-ntion  as  a  barrier  against  tliL'ir 
ruthless  foes,  the  French  ;  yet,  at  the  peace  of  St.  Germains,  l(i.S2, 
notwithstanding  England  was  then  in  jio.-session  of  the  principal  French 
territories  in  North  America — Quebec,  Port  Royal,  St.  Croix,  and 
Pentagoet — by  the  thii'teenth  article  of  tlie  treaty,  all  these  })laces  were 
restored  to  France. 

Cromwell  felt  the  loss  of  Nova  Scotia  so  keenlv  that,  even  thou^rh  at 
peace  with  Franco,  he  re-occupieil  the  Colony,  and  sent  out  a  Coveriior, 

K  2 


IIH 


KEIGN  OF  CHARLES  T. 


Sir  Thomas  Tomple.  In  1 002  Charles  II.  intended  to  j^ive  it  hack  to 
France,  hut  New  England  sent  such  a  s|)irite(l  petition  to  the  House  of 
Connnons,  that  the  treuelierous  liand  oi  tlie  king  was  stayed  for  a  time  ; 
by  the  treaty  of  Breda,  however,  Charles  ceded  Nova  Scotia  again  to 
the  French  ;  the  stout,  old  Governor  Temple  stood  out ;  lie  and  his 
adherents  had  spent  lai'ge  sums  of  money  on  the  fortifications,  and  the 
country  was  not  finally  surrendered  to  our  enemies  until  1(j70.  In  the 
policy  of  scuttle,  the  Stuarts  have  a  fair  claim  to  j)re-eminence. 

Bishop  Howley  and  Mr.  Henry  Kirke's  accounts  of  Sir  David  are 
not  quite  in  accord  witli  the  testimony  of  the  English  records.  Kirke 
and  his  l)rothers,  Louis  and  Thomas,  were  Lorn  in  Dieppe;  David 
was  a  member  of  Sir  Will'am  Alexander's  company;  it  was  probably 
in  some  way  to  recompense  lii'i  for  liis  losses  in  the  Quebec  expedition 
that  the  king  granted  the  patent,  which  was  at  first  in  his  name 
alone.  He  came  out  to  Newfoundland  with  one  hundred  men  in  1G38, 
accompanied  by  his  wife  and  family  ;  having  taken  possession  of  all 
Lord  Baltimore's  property  at  Ferryland  he  vigorously  set  to  work  to 
make  money  in  the  Colony,  cliarged  I'ent  for  stage  rooms,  sold  tavern 
licences,  and  did  a  roaring  trade  in  everything.  The  charter  gave  him 
a  ithority  to  exact  dues  from  foreigners  ;  so  he  travelled  all  around  the 
Island,  and  made  every  Frenchman  and  foreigner  pay  him  a  commission 
on  their  catch  ;  so  stringently  did  the  old  mariner  wring  these  taxes 
from  the  French  that  on  May  1.G,  1G39,  Pompone  de  Bellievre,  Seigneur 
de  Grignon,  the  French  Ambassador,  complained  to  King  Charles,  of 
Kiike's  imposition  on  French  subjects  in  Newfoundland,  in  the 
following  letter  :— 

"  L'ou  iii'a  nussi  donnd  avis  que  le.s  nommc  Kcrq  nvoiont  line  jiatcntc  dii 
Roy  de  la  Gr.  ]{.  ])Our  lever  quelque  those  Kiir  la  pescho  dcs  iiiorueM,  co  qu'ils  bo 
])roi)osent  do  prendre  iidii  seulemoiit  sur  los  sujots  dii  Roy  de  la  G.  B.  mais  goneral- 
iiicut  sur  tous  cpux  qui  iront  pour  I'aire  cofcte  pesclios,  ce  qui  seroit  coutrairo  a 
toat  droit  et  a  la  liberie  avec  laquelle  on  en  a  usd  juif|ue9  icy,  ce  (jui  fait  que  jo 
iii'iniafj;inc  que  le  Roy  de  la  Ir.  R  ne  I'ent 'ud  pas  ains}'  et  (juc  personne  autre 
que  ses  sujets  ue  se  rcsoudra  a  le  soull'rir." 

"  I  have  also  been  int'ornicd  that  the  said  Kerq[s]  have  a  patent  from  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  to  collect  something  on  the  cod  fishery  and  that  they  ])ropose  to 
take  this  not  onb-  from  British  subjeets  but  also  from  all  who  go  there  to  fish. 
This  will  be  conti-aiy  to  all  justice  and  to  the  freedom  whieVi  has  been  enjoyed  there 
up  to  this  time,  I  surmise  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  does  not  know  what 
has  been  done  and  that  no  one  but  his  own  Bubjects  will  submit  to  tiiis." 

The  king,  in  reply,  referred  the  Ambassador  to  the  Council  Board, 
who  reported  :  — 

"  The  liords  having  been  acquainted  l)y  Mr.  Attorney  with  the  Commission  granted 
to  Sir  David  Kirke  the  Lord  Uliamberlain  and  others,  it  was  decided  that  a  firm  but 
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fair  answer  should  bo  given  and  the  imi)Osition  Liid  by  the  French  on  English 
merchants  coiisidcred  in  justification."  ' 

For  once  Charles  was  firm  and  decided. 

The  ibHowing  ludicrous  incident,  duly  recorded   in  the  Calendar  of 

State  Papers,  illu.strate.s   the  extraonlinary    mode   in  which    mercluuit 
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From  Dudley's  Arcino  del  Mare,  •ifi'/i. 

vessels  Avere  transformed  into  men-of-war,  and  the  wretched  condition 
of  the  Royal  Xavy  under  Charles  I.  : — 

"Petition  of  James  Marquis  of  ITarailton  and  the  rest  of  the  Adventurers  of 
Newfoundland  To  the  King.  John  Kirko  Manager  of  their  business  in  London 
sold  to  Nathan  Wright  and  Richard  Craudloy  Merchants  of  London  tiOOO  qtls.  of 
Newfoundland  fish  at  10  -  per  (|tl.,  far  under  the  value,  on  condition  of  their  setting 
out  the  Confident  as  a  man  of  war  to  attend  tlie  Petitioners  fleet ;  but  Edward 
Mabb  the  Master  discovering  to  the  French  that  he  ions  no  m'ln  of  war  the  French 
afterwai'ds  refused  to  ])ay  any  more  ground  leave,  and  Wright  and  Crandley  will 
not  pay  for  the  luOO  (jtls.  of  fiah  value  £1310  previously  delivered  by  the  Frenoh. 
Pray  that  the  business  may  bo  referred  to  some  honourable  persons  to  determine. 
Referred  to  Lord  Keeper  ifec "  ' 

In  dealing  with  both  the  Tudor  and  the  Stuart  period  we  must 
always  remember  that  in  our  sense  of  the  woi-d  there  was  neither 
organized  goverinnent,  army,  nor  royal  navy  then  existing,  no  civil 
service,  or  great  departments  of  State,  home,  foreign,  or  colonial ;  there 
were  only  the  rudiments  of  such  institutions.  In  many  of  the  writers, 
even  of  the  Stuart  peri(jd,  we  have  mention  of  a  "  man-of-war  of 
Torbay,"  a    '  man  of  war  of  London  "  or  "  Bristol  "  ;  these  were  simply 

'  Hi'.vurds, 


150 


REIGN  OF  CHARLES  I. 


aiiiiod  iiierchantmon,  .soinctimos  witli  a  royal  coiiiniisHton,  soiiK'timos 
witliout,  ill  inuiiy  cases  simply  jiiiatioal  ci-iiisfi-s  who  iiunlc  wnv  on 
FrouchiiR'ii  and  S|ianiar(ls,  occasionally  wliun  no  buttoi-  opportunity 
ottered  plundt'rin<j  their  own  countrynion. 

For  one  more  year  Kirke  went  on  nnilctin;^  tiie  rorcij^nei-s  and 
rollinj^  up  money,  leasing,'  out  staj^i'S,  sellint;  liipior,  and  <loinjf  tin; 
general  Xewl'oundland  InisinesH  ;  iuiacteil  as  monarch  of  all  he  surveyed, 
and  his  rude  stronj^^  hands  fell  heavily  on  the  Hrttlers  ;  even  the  sturdy 
West  ol'  Enifland  fishermen  had  to  submit  to  this  tyramiical  old  sea 
captain.  Durinji^  the  first  year  of  his  reij^n,  as  we  learn  from  Kirke's  letter 
to  the  Earl  of  Pemhi-oke,  2r)th  January  Kv}!),'  the  West  of  Hn<;land  had 
risen  in  arms;  the  Bishop  of  Exeter  stood  by  his  diocese  and  headed  tlu! 
petition  af^ainst  the  new  Oovei-nor ;  charj^es  were  made  that  Kirke  had 
destroj'ed  co(;k  rooms  and  stages,  had  disposed  of  the  })i'incipal  places 
to  aliens,  and  had  set  up  taverns,  and  it  is  urj^ently  I'ei  [nested  that 
some  timely  course  may  be  taken  for  prevention  of  such  abuses. 

Sir  David  nianfidly  replied  to  these  charjj^es  : — 

"  Ffcreland  12  September  1040 — To  the  Privy  Council  Lo  ])rotests  before 
God  thiit  all  they  have  alleged  against  mo  is  most  false.  Many  of  the  fishermen 
this  year,  upon  what  grounds  I  know  not,  have  driven  in  their  stages  and  cooke- 
roomes  so  much  that  yo  most  civil  and  wisest  men  amongst  tbem  did  complain 

to  me  of  those  outrages 1  confesso  ho  that  would  interrupt  the 

ffishingo  of  Newfoundland  which  is  one  of  the  rpost  considoiablo  Business  for 
tbo  Kingdom  of  His  Majesty  and  benefit  of  His  Subjects  and  navigation  is 
worthy  the  name  of  Traitour,  the  least  thought  and  ima<;ination  whereof  I  do 

abhor Hopis  by   good  proofs  to    clear   himself  from    causeless 

clamours  against  him.  Has  sent  warrants  to  all  Planters  ajid  fishermen  to  see  the 
clauses  in  the  9th  of  H.M.'s  reign  [Star  Chamber  llulesj  duly  kept.'      .... 

The  k'mg  ordered  a  eoinniission  to  investignte  charges  against 
Sir  David.  After  a  careful  consideration  of  the  facts  contained  in  the 
recoi'ds  it  appears  that  Kirke's  real  oflence  was  against  his  as,sociates ; 
lie  was  evidently  unscrupulous,  he  appears  to  ha\e  followed  the  old 
Scotchman's  advice  to  his  sons :  "  Make  money  honestly  if  you  can,  but 
make  money  "  ;  he  had  no  hesitation  in  appropriating  Lord  Baltimoie'.s 
property,  and  he  evidently  was  doing  the  same  with  his  partners,  so  in 
1040  they  dismissed  him  and  sent  out  John  Downing,  senior,  as 
Governor,  with  the  following  letter  of  instructions  : — ^ 

'•  Insthi:ctions  for  John  Downing  of  London  Merchant  concerning  the  affiiirs  of 
the  Lords  Pi-oprietors  Patteutees  of  Newfoundland  and  others  interested  and 
adventurers  therein. 

"  Mr.  Downinge,  when  God  shall  send  you  safe  arrivall  in  Newfoundland,  wo 
Avould  b-.,v'e  you  to  performe  and  doe  so  much  as  in  you  lieth  for  your  parte,  oui' 
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joint  inatructioriH  dolivor'il  unto  ymi  &  Mr.  Rigby  wherein  wo  wcniM  Imvo  you  to 
iidvise  togotluT,  &  iis^iist  oiio  anotliur  nil  that  you  can,  soo  long  as  Mr.  Iligliy 
ri'iJiaint'th  in  tho  country. 

"  In  regard  Sr  Dav'd  Kirke  lie  is  to  (lomo  over  hither,  wo  would  have  you  to 
stay  and  remain  in  tho  hou.so  in  Ferry hiiid,  wh(>rein  Sir  David  Kirkc  now  dwelleth, 
nntill  you  shall  receive  udviee  i'roni  utj  what  to  <lo. 

"  Wo  would  havo  you  inform  youiself  in  tho  best  manner  you  can  conferring 
with  Sir  David  Kirko  &  otherwise,  what  course  is  best  to  be  taken  for  fdanting  of 
])oople  in  ye  countiey  &  for  tho  reducing  tho  IiidiaiiB  that  live  in  Newfoundland 
into  civility,  that  soe  they  may  bo  brot  in  time  to  know  (lod. 

"  Wo  doubt  not  but  yoa  Khali  tind  a  Hullici.'.>nt  (juantity  of  provisions  to 
nuiintain  you,  and  the  Colony  all  tho  winter.  'I'he  next  year  there  s^hall  bo  further 
supply,  with  what  further  shall  bo  necessary,  hh  W(>  shall  receive  advice  :  iu  case 
you  should  want  any  provision  sooner  Mr.  Kigi)y  will  a  ■<\nt  you  in  jjrocuring  same, 
from  Bomo  ships  in  tho  Country  or  otherwise,  but  wo  presume  there  will  bo  no 
cause,  otdy  thu.s  woe  write  that  you  may  know  what  to  doe  if  tho  Worst  should 
hapi)en. 

"  Wee  would  have  you  give  ua  all  needlul  advice  from  time  lo  lime  by  all 
conveyances.     And  soe  we  rest. 

"  Whitehall  ye  20th  June  It!  10.  Hamilton  PKMnuoKK 

MoNToo.MEity        Holland." 

All  through  tlie  Colonial  vocui'ds  in  tho  first  liaU"  of  tlu'  sovonteenth 
century  there;  are  con.stant  proofs  of  tlu;  importance  of  this  Island  as 
a  <,'reat  centre  of  trade;  nowhere  else  in  America  between  Iti^O  and 
1()40  were  so  many  Englishmen  o-atliered  together  and  employtid  in 
one  occupation  as  in  Newfoundland.  To  the  poor,  ill-treated  colonist, 
who  groaned  under  tlio  tyranny  of  Argall  in  Virginia,  or  the  white 
slavery  of  Bermuda,  Newfounilland  was  the  haven  of  refuge  to  which 
his  longing  eyes  were  turned  ;  we  have  several  instances  in  these  early 
annals  of  the  hair-breadth  escapes  of  inen  in  open  boats  fleeing  to  gain 
their  freeilom  fimongst  the  settlers  and  fishermen  of  the  ancient  Colony. 

In  1023,  when  Virginia  was  in  a  terri()le  state  of  poverty  and  want, 
their  hopes  of  succour  from  nungei-  and  stiu-vaticn  lay  in  the  timely 
arrival  of  a  cargo  of  tish  from  Newfoundland.  When  the  infant  Colony 
of  New  York  was  struggling  into  existence,  the  Conunis.sioner  Mavericko 
thus  writes  home  : — 

"  Tryalls  havo  boon  made  severall  times  tiiis  spi'ing  for  codfish  with  very  good 
success,  a  small  ketch  sent  out  by  yo  Governoiir  hath  fouiido  severall  good  fishing 
bancks,  amongst  ye  rest  one  not  above  two  or  three  leagues  from  Sandy  Hook, 
on  which  in  a  few  houres  four  men  took  from  ]  100  to  1200  excellent  good  codd 
the  last  time  they  wore  out ;  and  most  of  yc  vessels  that  goe  to  and  from  Virginia 
take  good  ijuantities.  A  vessel  to  goo  to  Newfoundland  to  get  fishermen,  'incs 
hooks  and  other  nocessaryes  for  fishing.  I  doubt  not  but  this  coast  will  aH'ord 
tish  in  abundance."  ' 

The  first  authentic  accouni  of  trade  between  New  England  and  New- 
foundland occurs  in  1045  ;  by  this  time  the  conunerce  and  shipping  of 
the    American    Colonies  had    marvellously   increased ;    everything    was 
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(lone    to    promote    the    great    fiMliing 

industry;  in  1(530  an  act  wiis  passed 

by   the    local   government   exempting 

fishermen    from    niilitaiy    dut}',    and 

all   Ushing    property    fi'om    taxation ; 

l)y  IGil    Governor  Winthrop  records 

that  three  hundred  thousand  dry  tish 

were   sent   to   market,  probably  first 

to   England.     In    1()4-}   the   excellent 

Governor  mentions  the  return  of  the 

Trial 

"  Mr.  Thomas  Graves,  an  able  and  godly 
man.  master  from  a  voyage  to  Bilbao  and 
Maliifia.  her  outward  cargo  consisted  of 
dry  codfish  which  she  solil  at  a  good  rate 
and  she  brought  as  a  return  wine,  fruit,  oil, 
iron  and  wool  which  was  a  great  advantage 
to  the  country  [and  which  jirobabh'  the 
godly  man  smuggled]  it  gave  great  en- 
coni'agcment  to  trade."  ' 

In  1044  a  Bristol  sliip  was  cap- 
tured l)y  a  cruiser  of  the  I'arliamentar}' 
party  in  Boston  ;  the  sympathies  of 
the  majority  were  with  the  Common- 
wealth, and  after  some  wrangling  the 
("romwellian  \essel  carried  off'  her 
prize.  Even  in  distant  Newfoundland 
the  effects  of  this  fierce  civil  war  fell 
like  a  blight  upon  the  fi.sldng  trade  ; 
Winthrop,  in  1()45,  tells  of  a  fisliing 
expedition  t(j  Bay  Bulls,  Newfoiuul- 
land,  sent  by  meichants  of  Boston  and 
( 'liarle.stown.  When  the  vessels  had 
nearly  completetl  their  loading  the 
ship  and  most  of  the  fish  wei*e  seized 
by  a  Royal  cruiser,  and  retained  to  the 
great  loss  of  the  merchants. 

Newfoundland  appears  to  have 
l»een  RoyaHst,  or  at  any  rate  neutral, 
and  the  Devonshire  men  were  under 
the  protection  of  the  king's  party. 
Charles,  however,  recognised  riglitly 
that  New  England's  sympathies  were 
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with  his  opponentH.  Ho  seems  to  have  had  grave  Joubts  about  their 
loyalty,  so  as  an  additional  precavtion  passengers  going  out  to  the 
Colony  were  compelled  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

"  Petition  of  Stephen  Goodyeare  Merchant,  John  of  London  about  to  piococd 
to  Newfoundland  and  Spain.  Leave  jjranted  to  carry  goods  and  jjassenge'-s  to  New 
England  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  at  Gravesend.     1640  Jany.  26. 

"Similar  order  about  Charles  of  Gloucester  freighted  for  a  voyage  to  the 
foreign  Plantations  and  thenco  to  Newfoundland.  Passage  allowed  for  100  to  New 
England  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.     May  27, 1640. 

"  Same  date  similar  order  for  Amity.     120  passengers  to  New  England."  ' 

The  sack  iMiips  or  freigliters,  now  generally  known  in  Newfoundland 
as  "  Foreigners,"  were  constantly  employed  during  these  early  years 
transporting  freight  and  passengers  to  New  England,  many  of  the  New- 
foundland merchants  were  also  concerned  in  the  New  England  trade  and 
fishery  ;  tlieir  ships  were  sent  from  Maine  and  New  England  to  fish  about 
the  Newfoundland  coast  before  the  New  England  traders  made  a  regular 
business  of  the  Newfoundland  barter  trade.  By  1652  there  was  a  steady 
commerce  and  connexion  between  New  England  and  Newfoundland  ; 
traders  came  every  year  to  the  Island  and  bartered  their  corn  and  cattle 
for  the  Newfounflland  fish  and  oil  ;  even  thus  early  in  our  history  the 
New  Englanders  began  the  practice  of  stealing  away  the  Devonshire  fisher- 
men's servants,  in  which  afterwards  they  were  so  extensively  engaged. 

Hubbard  relates  in  1(552,  concerning  a  petition  to  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  Trade  and  Plantations  with  respect  to  regulations  about 
the  fishery,  fees  for  culling,  kc,  on  which  disputes  had  arisen  between 
the  Government  and  the  fishing  interest,  that  the  petition  was  only 
signed  by  twenty-five  : — 

"  These  were  for  the  most  part,  either  young  men  who  came  over  as  Servants 
and  never  had  over  much  shew  of  religion  in  them,  or  fishermen  of  Marblehead 
feared  to  be  profane  persons,  divers  of  whom  were  biought  from  Newfoundland  for 
the  fishing  season." ' 

The  New  Englanders  of  that  age  showed  all  the  cuteness  and 
unscrupulous  cunning  of  the  Yankee  inventor  of  wooden  nutmegs ; 
Charles  II.  was  terri1)ly  wroth  at  the  audacity  of  the  colonists  in  coining 
shillings  with  a  rude  figure  of  a  pine  tree  ;  the  colonists  roundly  swore 
to  His  Majesty  that  it  was  not  a  pine  but  an  oak,  and  was  intended  to 
show  their  loyalty  and  His  Royal  Majesty's  providential  escape  in  the 
oak  tree.  The  merry  monarch  was  a  humorist,  and  he  enjoyed  the  fine 
flavour  of  this  -mpudent  falsehood  ;  to  further  conciliate  His  Majesty 
they  sent  him  ten  barrels  of  cranberries  and  three  thousand  dried  codfish. 
The  earliest  account  of  the  New  Englanders  in  the  Colony  from  tho 
Newfoundland  records  occurs  iu  John  Downing's  narrative,  1076.- 
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I.  Star  Oiaml)  )T  Bules  of  Charles  I. 
and  additions  by  Charles  II. 

Order  of  Star  Chnmber  24th  Jaii'y  1 633— 
On  20th  Feb'y  foil'};  Charter  was  praiitcd 
accordiug  to  tenor  of  this  or.ler  unto  yo  Mer- 
chants and  Traders  of  Newfouiidlanil  which 
was  since  on  24th  Jan'y  1660  renewed  and 
confirmed  by  his  Majestic  with  an  additional 
provision.— (tf.  7'.  NJld.,  Vol.  3,/).  h.) 

In  renewal  of  Charter  by  Charles  II.  the 
Patent  of  Chas  I.  is  recited— 

"  Whereas  our  late  Hoyall  Father  of 
blessed  Menioric  by  his  Lettres  I'iitent  tinder 
his  (Jreate  Scale  of  Knfjlande  beareing  date 
at  Westminstre  the  tenth  day  of  Ffebruary 
in  the  nyut.h  yeare  of  his  rcigne  hereby 
reciteing  that  the  rejrion  or  Countrey  called 
Newfoundland  had  been  acquired  to  the 
Dominion  of  his  Progenitors,  which  he  held 
iStc&c" 

His  people  had  many  ye(»rs  resorted 
to  those  parts — enij>loyed  themselves  in  ttish- 
ing  whereby  great  number  of  his  pcojjle  had 
been  "  sett  on  Worke  "  &  the  navigation  and 
mariners  of  the  realm  much  increased  and  his 
subjects  resorting  thither  "  one  by  the  other 
and  the  natives  of  these  parts  were  orderly 
and  gently  intreated "  till  of  late  some  of 
his  subjects  of  realm  of  England  planting 
themselves  in  that  Countrey  "  upon  conceipt 
that  for  wrongs  or  injuries  done  there  cither 
on  the  shoares  or  in  the  sea  adjoining  they 
could  not  be  here  imju-ached  "  &  the  rather  that 
he  and  his  progenitors  had  not  given  laws  to 
inhabitants — subjects  resorting  thither  injured 
one  another  &  "  used  all  manner  of  excesse  " 
to  hindrance  of  voyage  and  common  damage 
of  realme — for  preventing  of  such  ineou- 
veiiiences  for  future  he  did  declare  in  what 
manner  people  of  Newfoundland  ai:d  seas 
adjoining  and  Kays  and  Creeks  and  fresh 
rivers,  there  sh'd  be  guided  and  governed  k 
did  make  and  order  &e  "  We  doe  by  these 
presents  renew  ratify  and  confirme  the  laws 
fullowing  in  the  things  after  specified  " — 

1st.  If  any  man  kill  another  or  steaie  to 
value  of  forty  shillings  to  be  brought  to 
prison  to  England  &  the  .crime  made  known 
to  Earl  Marshall  of  Eng'd  &  if  proved  by 
two  witnesses — deluKjueiit  to  suffer  death. 

2.  No  ballast  to  be  thrown  out  to  pre- 
judice of  harbor. 

3.  That  no  person  deface  or  spoyle  any 
stage,  Cookroonie  &e. 

4.  That  such  ship  as  first  entereth  a 
harbour  shall  be  admiral — wherein  for  time 
being  he  shall  reserve  only  so  much  beach  & 
flakes  as  is  needful  for  number  of  boates  as  he 


shall  use,  with  overplus  only  for  one  boat,  as 
privilege  for  bis  first  coming,  after  pontent 
themselves  with  what  he  shall  have  use  for 
with  keeping  more  to  prejudice  of  others  next 
coming — any  that  possess  several  places  in 
several  harbours  with  intent  to  keep  all  before 
they  can  resolve  which  to  choose  shall  be 
bound  to  resolve  and  send  advice  to  such 
aftercomers  &  within  48  howres  if  the  weather 
so  serve,  said  aflercomers  may  likewise  choose 
— so  none  receive  prejudice  by  others  delayes. 

5.  That  no  person  deface  or  alter  the 
marks  of  any  boats  to  defraud  the  owners  of 
them. 

6.  That  no  person  steaie  any  fish,  trayne, 
or  salt  or  any  other  provision  belonging  to 
fishing  ships. 

7.  That  no  person  set  fire  to  the  woodes 
or  rinde  the  trees  except  for  Cookeroomes. 

8.  That  no  man  case  anchor  or  ought 
else  hurtful  which  may  breed  annoyance  or 
hinder  the  "  haleing  of  seanes  "  for  baytes  in 
places  accu.stomed  thereto. 

!).  That  no  person  robb  the  nets  of  others 
out  of  any  drift  boate. 

10.  That  no  jierson  set  up  any  taverne 
for  selling  wine,  beere.  stnmg  waters,  cider 
or  tobacco. — by  such  means  fishermen  neglect 
their  labours,  and  spend  wages  upon  which 
their  wives  and  children  depend  they  are 
likewise  hurtful  in  many  otlier  ways — men 
make  themselves  hurtful  by  purloyning  and 
stealing  from  owners. 

11.  On  Sunday  Divine  service  to  be  said 
by  some  of  the  Masters  of  ships,  such  prayers 
as  are  in  Hook  of  (.'ommon  prayer. 

And  moreover  an'7  further  then  was 
ordayned  by  the  laws  of  ■  .ir  said  late  ffather 
and  for  the  encouiagement  of  our  subjects  in 
said  Newfoundland  All  owners  of  ships 
tra<ling  to  Newfoundland  forbidden  to  carry 
a!;y  persons  not  of  ships  Company  or  such  as 
are  to  plant  or  do  intend  to  settle  there,  & 
that  speedy  iiiinishmeiit  may  be  inflicted  on 
offenders — ordeyned  as  formerly  that  "  Every 
of  the  Maiors  of  Southton  Weymouth  and 
Mflcome  Regis  Lynne  Plymouth  Dartmouth 
Eastlowe  ffby  and  Uariistaple "  for  time 
being  take  cogiii'ce  of  all  complaints  [on 
land]  and  by  oath  of  witness  examine,  award, 
uuiend  to  parties  specified  and  punish  de- 
linquent by  fine  and  iniprisonnient  &c.  and 
Vice-Admls  in  Counties  of  Southton  Dorsett 
Devon  and  Cornwall  proceed  against  offenders 
upon  the  sea — "  Also  wee  will  and  ordeyne 
that  these  laws  and  ordinances  shall  stand 
ill  forse  and  be  put  in  due  execution  untill 
wee  shall  otherwise  provide  and  ordeine 
And  we  doe  require  the  admirall  in  every 
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harbour  in  this  next  reason  ensuing  calling 
together  such'  as  Nhall  be  in  that  harbour 
puiilickly  to  proclnynie  these  presents  and 
they  alsoe  i)roclttyine  the  sum*!  on  the 
shoare  in  Witness  &c.  Witness  i»urselfe  at 
Westminster  the  six  and  twentieth  day  of 
January." 

{Patent  Roll,  12  Chtis.  If.,  part  17,  30.) 

On  the  23rd  Deer  1C70  a  IVt'n  for 
regulation  of  Fishery  was  presented  to  His 
Majestic  by  Wosterne  Merchants  &  Traders 
&  Council  of  foreign  I'ianters  having  made 
report  of  several  rules  necessary  for  8upi>ort 
of  trade.  His  Majesty  was  ])leased  to  order 
that  they  sh'd  be  added  to  the  former  Charter 
viz  — 

1.  That  H.M's  Subjects  niny  take  bayte 
of  fish  in  Newfoundland  provided  they 
submit  to  established  orders. 

2.  That  no  alien  take  bait. 

.'}.  That  no  jUanter  cut  down  any  wood, 
or  plant  within  six  miles  of  sea  shore. 

4.  That  no  inhabitant  or  plunter  take  up 
best  stages  before  arrival  of  fisheiuien. 

5.  That  no  master  or  owner  of  ships 
transport  seamen  or  fishcPiien  to  Nfld  unless 
belonging  to  his  ship's  Company. 

6.  That  no  person  carry  more  than  00 
persons  to  a  hundred  tonnes, 

7.  'I'hat  every  fifth  man  be  a  green  niiin 
[that  is]  not  a  seaman. 

8.  That  masters  of  ships  provide  victuals 
in  England  according  to  number  of  men,  for 
whole  voyage,  salt  only  excepted. 

1).  That  no  fi.shing  ship  part  hence  for 
Newfoundland  before  the  month  of  March. 

10.  That  Masters  give  bond  of  :C100  to 
respective  Mayors  not  to  carry  any  persons  to 
Newfoundland  as  aforesaid  .Si  to  bring  back 
such  as  they  carry  out,  or  shall  employ  with 
fish  for  market  voyages. 

1 1 .  That  no  nuister  take  up  a  stage  with 
less  than  2.5  men. 

12.  That  no  fisherman  or  seaman  remuin 
behind  after  fishing  is  ended. 

13.  That  Adm'l,  Vice  Adm'l  and  Hear 
Adm'l  do  put  these  orders  in  execution  and 
preserve  the  peace. 

14.  And  bring  offenders  for  any  crime 
into  England. 

1.5.  That  they  proclaim  on  20th  Septr 
yearly  H.M.'s  orders. 

IG.  And  keep  Journals. 

17.  That  liecorders  anl  Justices  of  the 
Peace  be  Joyned  in  Commission  vitb  Mavors. 

18.  That  reasonable  fines  be  imposed  on 
offenders. 

19.  That  a  Bill  sh'd  be  prepared  for  the 
Create  Scale,  for  eonfirm'n  of  sai<l  Charter, 
with  these  additional  powers. 

20.  That  the  clause  touching  the 
Marshall  sh'd  be  reviewed  by  the  Atty  Gen'l 
&c  who  should  present  to  board,  scmieway  of 
Judicature  for  determining  of  causes  in 
Newfoundland. 

{B.  T.  NJld.,  Vol.  9, p.  13.) 


II.  Sir  David  Kirke. 

KiRKU  TO  Auciiuisiioi"  Lai  1). 

t)if.  2,  ICM. 
"  Out  of  100  persons  they  took  over  only 
one  dii.'d  of  sickness.  [The  temperature  and 
general  state  of  the  country  is  described.] 
The  air  of  Newfoundland  agrees 
perfectly  well  with  all  Cod's  creatures  except 
Jesuits  and  Schismatics.  A  great  mortality 
amongst  the  former  tribe  so  alTrighted  luy 
Lord  of  lialtimore  that  he  utterly  deserted 
the  country  ...  .of  the  other  sect 
[The  Puritans]  many  frenzies  aru  heard  from 
their  next  neiphbouring  Plantation,  the 
greatest  His  Maj'''  hath  in  America.  Their 
ehiefest  safety  is  a  strict  observance  of  the 
rites  and  service  of  the  Church  of  England. 
Doubts  not  but  the  country  will  be  numerously 
peo[>led  in  a  short  time."  {Eiidorntd  by  Laud 
rec.  Jan.  1G40.) 

There  is  considerable  difficulty  in  iiscer- 
tnining  the  exa<rt  facts  about  the  later  history 
of  this  celebrated  old  sea  captain.  When 
ordered  home  by  Charles  1 .  he  appears  to  have 
remained  in  England  some  time ;  he  was, 
however,  returned  to  the  Island  before  1649. 
In  this  year  there  is  a  most  pathetic  letter 
from  the  unfortunate  Charles  to  Kirke,  written 
not  Jong  before  his  execution,  praying  him  to 
find  an  asylum  for  his  sister  i.ady  llawkiiis 
"  in  these  troublous  times." 

Under  the  Commonwealth  Kirke's  pro- 
perty was  taken  possession  of  by  the  Com- 
missioners, at  least  all  that  belonged  to  the 
company.  Ilesides  Baltimore's  mansion  at 
Ferryland,  t'-"'e  appear  to  have  been  other 
houses  ir  .Ach  Ci-orge  Kirke,  Lady  Kirke, 
and  the  f.  iiily  resided.  There  was  very  long 
delay  and  putting  off  of  Kirke's  case.  Sir 
James  Kirke  obtained  a  new  Patent  in  con- 
junction with  Ch..  pole, Cromwell's  s(m-in-l«w. 

In  16.51  Kirke  is  ordered  to  repair  to 
England.  He  went  out  to  Newfoundland  again 
in  lti52,andwas  under  bonds  to  return  the  same 
year.  Either  in  lC52or  in  the  following  year 
he  died  in  prison  at  the  suit  of  Lord  Balti- 
more. Sikes,  Pyle,  and  Treworgie  speak  of 
him  as  dead  in  16.54  ;  he  iip))ears  to  have  died 
about  June  1C5:<. 

Witnesses  cm  both  sides  in  the  eiin- 
troversy  between  Kirke  and  Baltimore  seem 
to  give  evidence  only  on  behalf  of  their 
friends.  Amy  Wrixoii,  William  Wrixon.and 
Ann  Low  swear  that  "for  7  or  8  ytais 
before  the  ariival  of  Sir  David  Kirke 
Baltimore  never  had  posses-iion  or  pers<>n 
there  upon  the  property."  Cecil  Lord 
Baltimore,  on  the  other  hand,  lestififs  that 
"  his  father  died  in  l(i;i2;  that  be,  Cecil,  had 
sent  out  Captain  William  Hill  as  his 
deputy  ;  Captain  Hill  repaired  thither,  took 
possession  ar.d  gave  him  a  yearly  account 
of  his  prooeedinga  and  the  profit,  and 
resided  four  or  five  years  in  Lord  Baltimore's 
house  in  Ferrylaiul.  Not  long  before  the 
beginning  of  the  late  war,  Duke   Hamilton 
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and  others  by  tlieir  power  at  Court  pro- 
cured a  I'liti'iit  of  ull  Xewtbundliind,  in- 
cluding tlierein  t)m  I'roviiioe  of  Aviilon, 
whereupon  in  I6;ts  Sir  I).  Kirke  went  to 
Ferrylund  in  Newfoundland,  and  h_v  force  of 
arms  turned  ('a|)tiiin  Hill  out  of  Lord  Balti- 
more's chief  Miinsicm  house  (where  the  said 
Lord  Daltimore  h.id  at  the  time  divers  things 
of  jfood  value)  ami  took  possession  of  the 
whole  Province  and  of  divers  cattle  i  nd  horses 
belonging  to  Lord  Ualtiniore." 

Balti'.nore  prays  for  redress  through 
Parliament,  "  his  propeity  being  now  in 
possession  of  persons  sent  by  the  Council  of 
State  to  dispossess  Sir  David  Kirkc." 

These  Commissioners  were  Captains 
Raynor  and  Ptaree  -,  their  characiers  are 
given  in  a  gossipping  letter  from  Charles  Hill, 
Ferryland,  12  Sep.  IGOl,  to  Mr.  John  Kirke, 
London  :  — 

Hir.i.  TO  Kirke. 

Ferryland  12  September  1G61. 
Mr.  John  Kikkk, 

I  was  advised  by  Mr.  Geo.  Kirke  of 
what  you  was  pleased  to  write  to  niee  at  the 
end  of  his  letter,  and  could  wish  I  had  more 
pleasing  intelligence  to  write  to  you  than  the 
continuation  of  the  calamity  of  this  Country 
occasioned  not  only  bv  the  continuance  of 
had  voyages,  but  to  the  Inhabitants  in  a  more 
particular  maimer  by  the  late  Governors 
arrival  here,  who  have  sought  themselves  so 
much  that  I  believe  they  will  have  but  a  few 
Tennants  in  ye  Lord  Baltimore's  part  of 
Avilon.  Upon  their  arrival  here  the  Inhabi- 
tants, as  also  the  masters  of  ships  were 
summoned,  when  their  patent  granted  them 
for  ye  space  tr  term  of  14  years  from  the  now 
Lord  Baltimore  was  read  and  then  a  letter 
from  the  Kings  Majesty  under  his  hand  and 
privy  seal,  wherein  it  was  signified  that  there 
had  beene  a  tryell  between  your  family  and 
Baltimore  about  the  patent  and  ijpon  report 
of  His  Majtstys  two  Justices  of  Common 
Pleas  and  other  Councel  it  was  declared  that 
ye  Patent  of  ye  old  Lord  Baltimore  was  a 
good  patent  and  that  it  was  surreptitiously- 
taken  away  by  Sir  David  Kirke  and  that 
therefore  His  Majesty  did  recpiirc  Sir  Lewis 
Kirke  &c.  to  surrender  to  Lord  Baltiniore  all 
his  houses  lands  goods  &c.,  aiul  that  all 
Masti'rs  an  J  Admirals  of  ships  should  be  uyd- 
iug  and  asf^isting  Lord  Baltimore  if  iv((uired. 

I  pre-advised  My  Lady  and  Mr.  Geo. 
Kirke  what  answertornake  unto  the  Governours, 
they  being  absei:t  at  ye  reading  of  the  Pro- 
clanmtion,  when  they  came  with  the  masters 
of  ships  to  put  tliiiu  in  free  possession,  who 
liaving  made  a  complaymentall  demand  was 
Kuddenly  answered  that  since  it  was  His 
Majestys  pleasure  to  order  ye  same  they 
xhould  not  in  the  least  dispute  but  with  all 
readiness  surrender  it  to  his  use  and  service, 
and  as  for  what  oould  be  approvedly  visible 
to  belong  t.>  I/ord  Baltimore.  But  as  for  the 
bouites  built  by  ijir  1>.  Kirke  at  bis  own  cost 


My  Lady  would  attornie  tenant  for  the  same 
and  pay  the  acknowledge  due  to  Lord  Balti- 
more for  the  same. 

My  I^idy  and  Mr.  George  have  been 
much  threatened  to  be  dispossessed  but  (he 
fitt  is  now  over  for  the  two  Governors  do  one 
so  thwart  the  other  that  they  dissent  in  their 
judgments.  Captain  Kaynor  is  a  desperado 
an(l  looks  not  for  right ;  but  Captain  Pearce 
is  more  a  braver  soldier  and  I  believe  would 
(piit  his  ingagement  upon  honourable  termes  ; 
he  hath  had  very  nmny  civil  expressions  and 
good  affections  to  your  family  and  said  he 
was  resolverl  for  England  again,  and  should 
be  loth  to  act  any  thing  in  Newfoundland 
that  lie  might  not  answer  in  England.  He 
hath  heretofore  been  Sir  Davids  Leeftenant  in 
ye  King's  ships  and  howsoever  he  was  tre- 
paixed  into  this  employment,  hath  very  large 
respects  to  your  familey.  They  pretended 
to  have  a  Commission  from  the  King  for  lull 
management  of  all  his  concerns  in  the  whole 
Island,  which  was  granted  but  three  days 
Itofore  they  came  nway.  I  know  not  how 
true,  you  can  advise  yourself ;  but  thereupon 
and  pretending  ye  King's  letter,  Captain 
]tayiu)r  hatb  received  rents  and  arrears  out  of 
the  precincts  of  Avilonia,  and  hath  beene  so 
hard  to  some  that  I  think  few  will  trust  them 
longer  than  the  nextyeare.  There  hath  beene 
but  150  qtls.  [of  fish]  per  boat  for  the 
generalitie.  Many  planters  have  not  made 
soo  much.  I  know  Mr.  George  hath  advised 
you  at  full.  Tis  reported  Captain  Rcynells 
is  returned  fur  England,  he  is  of  a  good 
family,  who  may  do  something  for  him.  His 
B(mrt  is  ,C  180  [security  for  return  to  Lord 
Baltimore].  If  you  advise  next  yeare  shall 
send  it  if  opportunity  present  to  exportation 
[probably  some  fish]. 

I  shall  further  advise  ycu  ;  in  the  interim 
shall  pray  for  jour  welfare  with  the  tender  of 
my  humble  services  reraayne. 

Your  Servant  to  command, 
Chaules  Hill. 

(B.M.  MSS.  Eg.  2395.) 

The  ingratitude  of  the  Stuarts  to  their 
devoted  adherents  is  proverbial;  alltheKirkes 
had  fought  gallantly  for  their  King,  all  were 
deserted  and  abandoned  in  their  sore  hour  of 
iii^ed.  The  curtain  closes  over  the  gallant 
Sir  David  Kirke's  family  in  misfortune  and 
j)overty ;  all  poor  Lady  Kirke's  appeals  to 
her  sovereign  were  entirely  unheeded. 

In  1673  a  Dutch  squadron  of  four  .ships 
of  40  guns  each  entered  the  Harbour  of 
Ferryland  where  "  tby  plundered,  ruined, 
fired,  and  destroyed  th  ■  commodities,  cattle, 
household  goods,  and  oihir  stores  belonging 
to  the  inhabitants."  The  family  of  Sir  David 
Kirke  were  then  residing  there  as  ordinary 
Planters,  consisting  of  Lady  Kirke,  her  son 
(ieorge  and  his  wife  and  four  children,  David 
with  his  wife  and  one  child,  and  Philip,  un- 
married— altogether  they  had  66  men  servants, 
14  boat*,  8  stayes,  and  3  oil  vats.    We  learn 
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this  from  a  letter  of  Dudley  Lovelace,  a 
prisoner  ubourd  the  Dutch  fleet  at  the  time  ; 
he  says,  Lady  Kirke  and  her  family  were  the 
greatest  sufferers  on  this  occasion.  (Public 
Keeords  j  quoted  by  Browne  in  his  History 
of  C.  Breton.) 

The  following  accounts  of  Sir  David 
Kirke's  government  may  have  been  sworn  to 
in  1667  to  support  the  opposition  to  the 
Newfoundland  settlers'  petition  (18th  March 
1667,  IJ.M.  MSS.,  Eg.  239.')),  that  his  son, 
George  Kirke,  shoulil  be  appointed  governor 
of  the  district  from  Petty  Harbour  to  Ferry- 
land.  These  fk-positions  probably  were 
modelled  after  those  of  1639  to  support 
Exeter  and  other  petitioners  against  Kirke. 

Dkvositioss  take.v  at  Topsiiam,  bv 
viutuk  of  a  c0.mhis8iun  datki) 
August  28,  1667. 

Thomas  Cruse  of  Ashprinton  deposes 
above  fifty  years  last  jmst  he  went  to  ye 
Newfoundland  in  a  ship  of  Topsham  on  a 
ifishing  voyage  at  which  time  there  was  noe 
Governour  there,  or  above  two  or  three  poor 
people  inhabited  there,  and  such  salt,  hoates, 
Btaiges  and  other  materialls  for  ye  ffishing 
trade  left  by  ye  shippes  the  tforiner  year  they 
tisually  found  in  ye  like  condition  without 
hurt  or  any  diminution  ye  following  year. 

And  about  thirty-two  years  past  he  went 
from  London  to  ye  Newfoundland  and  arrived 
there  in  ye  Harbour  of  Bay  Ihilk,  where  he 
inhabited  eighteen  yearcs ;  which  was  about 
four  yeares  before  Sir  David  Kirke  the  ffirst 
Governour  that  came  there  after  ye  Lord 
Baltimore  who  was  there  only  one  winter  and 
then  left  the  countrey  saying  it  was  an  uufitt 
place  for  man  or  beast  to  live  in. 

During  all  which  time  of  this  Deponents 
aboadc  there  noe  nation  did  ever  in  ye  leaste 
attempt  to  molest  or  trouble  ye  Knglish  there 
or  thare  ffishery ;  neither  were  thare  any 
tt'ortittications  erected  untill  the  coming  there 
of  Sir  David  Kirke  who  planted  some  ft'ew 
gunns  at  Pferriland  ami  two  or  three  other 
places  ;  and  that  before  Sir  David  Kirke  came 
there  noe  one  paid  any  custome  or  tax  con- 
eerning  the  said  tlishery  or  otherwise,  butt  all 
was  free. 

But  after  Sir  David  Kirke  arrived  there 
(who  brought  with  him  about  thirty  servants) 
he  imposed  taxes  on  all  ye  iidiabitants  to  pay 
a  great  ffine  and  j'early  rents  for  the  houses 
and  ground  by  yewater  side  in  several  Harbours 


and  ffishing  place-  as  this  Deponent  did  fTor 
a  house  and  some  ground  graunted  to  him  by 
ye  said  Sir  David  Kirke  as  by  writing  made 
in  ye  year  1640  Ifor  which  he  paid  the  yearlly 
rent  of  ^3.  6.  8  and  a  ffat  hoj  or  20/  in  lew 
thereof. 

And  the  said  Sir  David  Kirke  .lid  sum- 
mon ye  Inhabitants  of  ye  severall  harbours  to 
repair  at  Fferriland  and  compelled  them  to 
take  estates  in  land  in  severall  harbours  for 
erecting  of  houses  and  flishing  places  by  ye 
water  side,  and  to  pay  great  ffines,  tax  and 
rents  for  the  same  and  in  case  of  retfu.sall 
threttned  to  expel  them  out  of  ye  land  ;  au<l 
alsoe  enticed  them  to  take  licenses  off  bim  Ifor 
ye  selling  off  wine  aiul  other  liquors  and 
made  them  pay  great  rents  yearly  ffor  the 
same  and  made  this  Deponent  take  and  pay 
for  such  a  license  £15  per  annum. 

And  ye  said  Sir  David  Kirke  himselfe  did 
keepe  a  Common  Taverne  in  his  own  House 
which  did  drawe  and  keepe  ship  masters, 
fHshermen  and  others  ffrora  theire  fRshing 
employments  to  the  great  prejudice  and 
hinderance  of  their  voyadges.  And  Sir  David 
Kirke's  constant  practice  was  to  engross  salt 
and  other  necessary  provisions  brought 
thither  for  sale  which  he  sold  again  to  ye 
shippers  at  excessive  rates.  And  that  daring 
the  abode  of  the  I)e|)onent,  there  was  not  any 
Church  and  if  one  should  he  built  people  too 
far  away  to  come  to  Church  through  the 
woods,  whereas  in  midst  of  the  harbours  there 
were  not  above  two  or  three  poore  families 
[this  means  at  Bay  Bulls] . 

Similar  depositions  from  Nicholas  Luce 
of  Dartmouth,  Thomas  Pitcher,  Kichard 
Parker,  Christopher  Selman,  Thomas  Fowler 
of  St.  Mary  Church,  Gabriel  Widdomas  of 
Berry  Pomeroy  ;  all  swear  to  the  same  effect, 
also  to  Kirke's  coming  with  armed  men  and 
turning  them  (mt  of  their  stages  in  June  and 
putting  bis  friends  in  possession. 

(Wokth's  Plymouth  Municipal  Records.) 

These  Depositions,  all  of  one  tenour  and 
purpose,  arc  rather  suspicious  documents  j 
the  old  West  Countrymen  s  Jre  as  boldly, 
uniformly,  and  unblusliingly  as  a  corporal's 
guard  in  a  brush  with  civilians.  No  doubt 
Sir  David  was  a  tyrant,  a  bold,  determined 
niliT,  who  kept  everybody — even  the  West 
Coiititrymen — in  order.  It  was  not  quite  in 
keeping  with  his  gubernatorial  dignity  for  the 
gallant  knight  to  keep  a  "grog  shop"  at 
Government  House ;  in  excuse  for  him  it 
should  be  remembered  that  he  had  no  salary. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Interregnum.     1649-1653. 

CROMWELL,  Protector,  1653-1658. 

RICHARD    CROMWELL,  Sept.  1658  to  May  1659. 

1659-1660,  Interregnum. 


1649, 
1650. 


1651. 


1652 


July  24. — Notification  to  Colonies  of  change  of  Government. 

,— Warrant  served  by  .Matthews  against  N.  Redwood  at  St.  M.irv's.  Newfoundliind 
at  this  tune  probably  contuined  .150  families,  or  about  2,b(i0  inhabitants,  in 
htteen  settlements,  between  Cape  Raee  and  Cape  Ronnvista. 

.—Commission  to  Treworyie,  Sikes,  kc.  to  frovern  Newfoundland.  Kirke  ordered  to 
ropair  to  hugland.  Council  for  the  Tlautations  send  for  lloldsworth,  and  supply 
huu  with  copies  of  Kirke's  defence. 

—Kirke  in  Newfoundland  again.  Hubbard  mentions  Newfoundland  fishermen  bein.' 
at  Marblehead,  Muss.  ° 


I65;{. — Treworgie,  sole  Governor 
1654 


1655.—: 


1656 


1657 
1659 
1660. 


Treworgie  arrested  by  Kirke  and  imprisoned.  Deaih  of  Sir  D.  Kirke  in  prison,  at 
suit  ot  Lord  Ualtimore. 

Petition  from  Plymouth  for  two  men-of-war  for  convov  to  Newfoundland.  Charter 
granted  to  Claypole  and  Sir  James  Kirke.  Street's  and  .Sikes'  petitions  for 
payment  of  salary. 

—Report  of  Committee  on  Xewfoun.Uand  Trade.— Twelve  Articles  to  be  turned 
(except  nth  Article)  into  instruction  to  commanders  of  convovs  going  thither 
and  to  the  Governor  there ;  encouragement  of  the  Newfoundland  trade  to  be' 
respected  in  the  pressing  of  seamen. 

—Convoy  provided  for  several  ships  bound  to  Newfoundland. 

—Treworgie  petitions  for  payment  of  six  years'  salary. 

—Mr.  I'owey's  report  upon  Treworgie's  petition. 


The  .stirring  event.s  of  tlie  groat  E.igli.sh  revolution,  the  judicial 
murder  of  the  king,  the  downfall  of  the  monarchy,  and  the  establish- 
nuait  of  the  Commonwealth,  seem  to  have  had  marvellously  small  effect 
on  the  English  colonies.  One  plucky  little  island,  Barbadoes,  alone 
stood  ni  arms  for  the  fallen  monarch ;  it  is  the  proud  boast  of  the 
Barljadoes  negro  of  to-day  : — 

"  While  Bailos  true  to  her 
England  nebber  fear." 
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Nowhere  else  ainonfjst  the  {jrowinfj  British  dependencies  was  there 
any  great  commotion  or  armed  resistance  to  the  new  government.  Tlie 
orderly  coiu'se  of  hiw  and  aihninistration  in  the  Colonies  went  on 
unimpeded,  hut  Rupert's  piratical  fleet  and  the  Connnonwealth's  cruizers 
seriously  interfered  with  trade ;  the  Newfoundland  tish  business  from 
the  West  of  England  shrank  from  two  hundred  and  seventy  vessels  in 
the  reign  of  James  to  about  100  sail  ;  New  England  bullocks  which  liad 
been  worth  £25  fell  to  £10,  with  a  dull  sale.  The  civil  war  fell  like  a 
blight  on  connnerce  and  industry. 

Tliat  aristocratic  Mr.  Facing-both-ways — Cecil,  Lord  Baltimore- 
boasted  of  his  pi'ompt  conversion  to  the  new  republic.  Cavalier  Virginia 
made  a  show  of  resistance,  but 
surrendei-ed  on  the  first  appear- 
ance of  the  Connnonwealth's  arnietl 
force.  The  Puritans  of  the  old 
country  and  New  England  em- 
braced each  other.  The  Amei'ican 
rejoiced  that  his  lu'ethren  in  the 
motherland  liad  followed  his  ex- 
ample in  establishing  a  go<lly 
government  out  of  Avhich  the 
shrewd  New  Eiiglanders  got 
worldly  profit  and  adxantage  in 
the  shape  of  various  contracts  for 
Jamaica,  iS:c. 

The  extortions  and  tyranny  of 
Kirke  as  a  representative  of 
Charles's  government  had  its  in- 
fluence on  the  western  adventurers 

in  Newfoundland  :  they  Avelcomed  the  new  power  that  had  put  an  end 
to  Kirke's  reign  ;  and  though  the  Devonshire  gentry  were  cavaliers  to  a 
man,  the  merchants  and  middle  class  who  traded  to  Newfoundland  seem 
to  have  all  gone  over  to  the  Parliamentary  pai-ty.  We  find  in  the 
records  that  tlie  new  government  consulted  Mr.  Holdsworth,'  of  Dart- 
mouth, a  leading  man  amongst  the  western  adventurers,  in  making  their 
arrangements  for  the  afiairs  of  the  Culony. 

The  policy  of  the  Protector  towards  Newfoundland  was  in  marked 
contrast  to  the  tyrannical  oppression  of  tlie  monarchy.  Even  in  our 
Island  the  sagacious  statesmanship  and  firm,  strong  hand  of  Cromwell 


CROMWKLI. 

From  an  engraving  after  IFoubraken. 


'  1651,  January  20.  "  The  Council  for 
the  Plantiitious  about  Newfoundland  affairs 
are  directfil  to  semi  for  Mr.  (Jldsworth  or  any 
others  who  can  speak  to  that  business." 


On  February  11  orders  were  sent  for 
Holdsworth  to  have  copies  of  Kirke's  defeiici' ; 
he  was  evidently  one  of  the  leading  opponents 
of  Kirke. 
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mode  itself  felt.  The  nilers  appointed  for  the  Colony  by  the  Parlia- 
mentary party  were  tlesi^ated  ConiinisHionerH ;  they  were  the  first  real 
Clovernors  of  tiie  Island ;  all  former  aduiinistratoi-ft,  althoujjh  called  in 
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dudlbt's  map,  1647. 


our  histories  Governors  of  Newfoundland — Gilbert,  Guy,  Mason,  'SLAy- 
man,  Wynne,  and  Kirke — were  in  reality  only  the  managei*s  of  colonisa- 
tion companies,  and  had  no  direct  commission  from  the  Crown ;  the 
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Kii;rlish  authorities  at  homo  had  nuvor  ^\\v\\  to  either  or  any  of  these 
sfll'-styled  (Governors  either  a  naval  or  a  military  lorce  to  execute  their 
•  leerecH;  under  Cromwell's  administration  all  this  was  ohaufjed.  Tho 
Conuuissionei-8,  as  will  be  seen  from  (Jovenior  Treworj>:ies  letter  of 
appointment  and  instruetion,  were  real  Governors : — 

"  You  have  hereby  full  power  and  authority  to  command  such  Hhips  and 
vessels  as  are  upon  the  coast,  to  keep  together  or  otherwise  to  diBposo  of  them- 
selves  as  may  bee  most  for  the  comon  safety  ....  nud  all  Captaynes  of 
Convoys  are  hereby  reciuired  to  bo  assisting  to  you  in  the  execution  thereof  and 
you  an-  to  consiiler  in  what  manner  any  of  tho  Harbours  and  Hayes  belonging  to 
the  Country  may  bee  f<<rtified  for  preservation  both  of  the  Country  and  fishing 


"  \n\\  ave  by  yor'selfo  or  such  fit  persons  as  you  shall  appoint  to  collect  tho 
imi)osition  of  fish  duo  from  and  payd  by  strangers  and  likewise  tho  imposition  of 
oyle  for  tho  use  of  this  Commonwealth."  ' 

The  first  act  of  the  Commonwealth  reo;ardino'  Newfoundland  is 
contiiined  in  the  records  cf  February  2;ir(l,  1(54!).  Sir  David  Kirke, 
a  staunch  Royalist,  evidently  intended  to  send  over  a  considerable  force 
to  sustain  the  royal  cause  in  the  Colony  and  to  operate  in  conjunction 
with  Prince  Rupert,  who  was  takin<f  some  of  his  ships  to  plunder  the 
Hsliin;,^  Heet.  An  order  therefore  is  issued  to  the  Comptrollers  of 
Plymouth,  Dartmouth,  and  Barnstaple  : — 

"  That  400  pcamcn  taken  up  under  pretence  of  being  transported  to  Newfound- 
land by  8ir  David  Kirke  at  great  wages  and  other  advantages  ollVrid  are  not  to  he 
allowed  to  go— only  sufficient  seamen  necessary  for  tho  service  of  each  ship  bo 
pci'initteil  to  leave."  ' 

And  in  May  27  of  the  same  year,  the  followinj,'  notice  is  sent  to 
the  generals  at  sea : — 

"  Are  informed  that  it  is  the  intention  of  Prince  Rupert  to  send  some  of  his 
revolted  ships  to  Newfoundland  to  disturb  the  fishing  there.  Desire  that  two  ships 
may  be  sent  thither  if  they  can  be  spared  to  defend  the  fishing  vessels."  ' 

These  wise  precautions  had  the  desired  effect :  Kirke  was  kept  a 
prisoner  under  the  control  of  the  State,  and  Ruperts  Heet,  instead  ot 
ruin;ng  the  Newfoundland  fishermen,  crippled  the  English  trade  in  tiie 
Medivf;rranean  and  the  West  Indies. 

On  the  24th  of  July  of  the  same  year  there  is  an  order  from  the 
Council  of  State  : — 

"  That  letters  be  written  to  the  English  plantations  to  give  tliem  notice  of 
the  change  of  Government,  to  send  the  papers  necessary  for  their  inrormation,  and 
to  require  them  to  continue  their  obedience  as  they  look  for  protection."  ' 

The  first  Commissioners  appointed  (on  Ajn-il  8th,  1051)  by  the 
Commonwealth  were  John  Littlebury,  John  Treworgie,  Walter  Sikes, 
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I    p.  27W. 


102 


THE   ('0MM()NWP:ALTII. 


Captiiiii  Tlioimis  Tlioroiif^li^'ood,  ('uiimiMmh'V  of  tht;  Cirscnif ;  (^aptaiii 
Thoiims  .)(»iies,  ('i'iiiiiitiii<l(>i'  of  tin;  Ann  ami  Joi/cc ;  iiiul  Captniti 
VVillitiiM  Hiuiiluok,  OoiuiiiHiiilur  of  tho  Anicrica,  wlio,  together  with 
other  ('oiuinissioiu'rH — Redwood,  (Jrif^'^s,  I'yie,  C'lotwoithy.tuid  Hcndy — 
ail!  to  take  exaiiiinatioiiN  toiu'liinj;  the  iiUHcarria^i'H  coiiiiiiitted  by  Kirke. 
'J'lio  tii>t-iiaiiit'd  ('oiiiiiiiM,sion»'rH  are  to  take  charge  (»f  the  p)verniMent, 
niid  ])artirularly  to  coUeet  the  iri)|iositions  on  fish  paid  l>y  stran^ern. 

Our  histurv  does  iu)t  concern  itself  with  tliese  various  Conniiissioni  rs. 


• _-"J    ^/  \  '     ■  '    •"■•■•-}••• 
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TOAD  8  COVE. 

From  a  (Iriiwhti)  hij  the  lion,  ami  Utr.  IV.  Gi-aij, 

Mr.  Sikes  appears  to  liave  been,  like  Sir  David  Kirke,  troubled  a  good 
deal  about  his  accounts  with  the  C'oiunionwealth.  The  chai'ges  against 
the  Governor,  after  being  put  otf  from  time  to  time,  were  at  length 
Hnally  dropped.  His  brother.  Sir  James,  having  managed  to  secure 
Cromwell's  son-in-law,  CUiypole,  on  his  side  by  tiie  bribe  of  a  share  in 
Lord  Baltimore's  ]t]antation  at  Ferrylaiid,  a  charter  seems  to  have  been 
granted  about  Kioj  to  Sir  James  Kirke,  Claypole,.  and  others.  It  came 
utterly  to  naught. 
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X('wf()unilliiii<l  (loPH  not  appoiir  to  hnvo  suflTcti'il  so  much  commorclully 
fntm  tli«!  Civil  War  as  New  Kn^liind.  Tlio  Puritniis  of  Honton  niul  New 
riynioutli  coiiiplaintMl  liitterly  of  the  Htagnation  (jf  tiwJe  (Iminu:  tlii.s 
piriofl,  when  thu  .stus  wero  intl'stt'd  with  hostile  cruisirs,  I'arliiunt  ntaiy 
and  lloyal  pirates.  The  export  of  Hsh  to  the  Mediterranean  nuiht  have 
been  a  terriljly  risky  business. 

Till  Newfoundland  ships,  numerous  (thou^'h  terribly  reduced  from 
the  grand  Heet  ot  the  da}s  of  Elizabeth),  well  armed,  atnl  escorted  by 
three  men-of-war,  rjin  the  gauntlet  to  ti.e  Straits  of  Gibraltar  each 
season  ;  and  there  appears  to  be  no  complaint  of  captures.  The  Dutch, 
from  the  time  of  tlie  Armada,  had  become,  like  the  English  at  the  pres  nt 
day,  the  great  carriers  for  the  world.'  They  bought  lai-ge  (juantities  of 
dry  cod  in  Newfoundland,  and  exported  it  to  Europe  and  the  W«;bt 
Indies. 

The  most  distinguished  name  in  the  annals  of  Newfoundland  during 
the  Cromwellian  period  is  John  Treworgie,  or  Treworga}- ;  I.e  wa.s  the 
first  real  Governor  of  the  Colony.  The  be^t  illnstvuijn  wo  can  (.-[i  her 
of  the  character  of  this  al)le,  honest  administrator  is  iiirdsliLvl  by  his 
opponents.  ':';  West  Countrymen  found  him  a  far  moi "  formidable 
ruler  than  Kirke.  In  the  Parliamentary  Report  [juMiiliea  in  \7lH  tiiey 
complain  of  his  having  encourage<l  settlement  in  Newfoinidland  by 
transpoi  ting  passengers  an<l  ftrotecting  jjlanters.  He  had  been  livin;?  in 
Maine,  carrying  on  business  for  his  grandfather,  Alexander  Shapleigh,  of 
Dartmouth.  Trained  and  brought  up  in  the  Colonies,  he  had  seen  the 
gO(^d  etf'ects  of  orderly  settlements  and  the  division  of  the  State  into 
townships,  and  in  Newfoundland  he  endeavouied  to  carry  out  the  same 
enlightened  idtas.  Even  a  virulent  Toiy  like  Downing  admits  that 
good  order  was  maintained  during  his  government,  and  the  poor  New- 
foundland jilanters  were  protected  in  their  posse.ssions.  So  high  was 
his  character  that,  during    the  interregnum    between  the  end  of  the 


'  1C40.  "  Memorandum  concerning; 'The 
lUll  *  to  he  preferred  by  the  West  Couutrynieu 
about  the  Newfoundland  fishery." 

The  paper  s)io\v»  the  advant,i"re  to  British 
niivifiAtion  if  tlie  Dutch  were  j)ruhii)ited  from 
buying  fislt  there,  and  aliens  reijuired  to  j)uy 
the  same  duties  there  that  are  paid  in  Kn^- 
htnd.  It  also  mentions  complaints  froui 
ISahumns  and  Virginia  about  Dutch  traders. 

They  were  universal  carriers,  and  had 
very  fine  ships. — {Calendar  uf  Slate  I'lipvrn 
Colonial  Series.) 

^  John  Treworgie.  or  Treworgay,  appears 
to  have  been  the  son  of  James  Treworgie,  wlio 
married  a  daughter  of  Alexander  Shapleigh, 
of  Dartmouth,  Devon  ;  all  my  endeavours 
to  elicit  any  information  from  Kev.  Raring 
iiould  and  others  about  the  Treworgie  family 
in  Cornw  all  have  failed.    The  Shapleighs,  how- 


cvi  r,  are  an  old  West  Country  stock.  Four 
monuments,  with  coats  of  arms  of  the  family, 
are  to  be  found  in  the  Parish  Chureli  of 
Dartmouth,  Devon.  From  some  law  papers 
we  find  that  John  Treworgie  went  out  to 
Maine  in  Hi4(),  when  a  very  young  man,  as 
agent  for  liis  grandfather  Shapleigh.  He 
liveil  several  years  at  Sturgeon  Creek,  Kittery, 
Maine,  and  figured  in  law  suits  about  his 
grandfather's  property  with  John  Heard  in 
lG4;iand  1G46.  He  was  married  in  January 
IG46  to  a  Miss  Spenser,  of  Newberry,  Mass. 
Treworgie and'several  other  nieichants  in  Maii.e 
went  to  Newfoundland  for  trading  and  fishing. 
Governor  Treworgie  did  business  with  our 
Island,  for  on  May  27th,  IG.^iH,  when  appointed 
sole  Governor  or  Commissioner  for  New- 
foundland, it  is  specially  mentioned  that  he 
was  then  residing  there, 
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Coininonwcalth  and  tho  re.stoi'ation  of   Cliarles  II.,  Trewortjio  was  ao-ain 
appointed  ( Jovernor  of  the  Colon,) . 

The  Lord  Protector's  dovenunont  treated  Treworgie  nieaidy  ;  tliey 
Hoeni  to  have  been  just  oa  ne<;lc'ctfiil  as  the  Stuarts  in  paying  their 
servants.  There  is  in  the  ro'ords  a  Innnble  petition  from  tlie  poor 
Odonial  Governor,  praying  for  the  payment  of  six  years'  arrears  of 
'■  sallery,"  which,  as  we  gather  from  a  simihir  petition  in  KJoo  from  /inne 
jMansHeld,  mother  of  Thomas  Stret't  (one  of  the  Commissioners  who  had 
been  appointeil  with  Sikes  in  1()52),  was  only  at  the  rate  of  J.^250  per 
annum,  and  J^ 01  for  disbursements. 

Another  incident  in  Treworgie's  tenure  of  office  illustrates  in  a 
remarkable  way  the  impartial  and  independent  administration  of  justice 
undei-  Cromwell's  Government.     In  April  1054  Treworgie  complains — 

"That  ill  this  year  Sir  James  Kirke  bad  iiini  nrrostcd  in  an  action  for  £6i»0 
and  k('|)t  iiini  close  prisoner  as  a  nialet'acLor,  thinking  by  a  trick  t(J  gain  money  for 
bis  liberty  ;  lie  prays  that  Kirke,  Hill,  and  the  bailitls  may  be  ordered  to  show  cause 
why  the  Petitioner  should  not  jiroceed  in  his  Comniiission  [as  Governor  of 
>'ewfoiiiidlandj  without  intcrrnplion  oi'  arrest,  and  that  ho  may  be  secured  against 
them." ' 

By  order  of  Cromwell  the  petition  is  referred  to  Colonel  Jones  and 
others,  "to  consider  of  away  for  the  Petitioner's  indemnity."  Under 
the  Stuarts,  such  an  interference  by  the  courts  with  a  Colonial  Governor 
would  have  been  visited  with  summaiy  punishment;  under  tlie  orderly 
administration  of  Cromwell  the  couits  of  justice,  even  when  they  acted 
perversely  against  his  own  offioei's,  were  never  interfered  with.  Riyalists 
like  Kiike  and  Baltimore  could  freely  iiring  their  differences  before  the 
Pioteetor's  courts  r)f  law  without  any  fear  of  such  Governmerit  action 
as  was  the  rule  uniler  the  Stuarts. 

Under  the  fostering  care  and  able  management  of  Trewoi'gie, 
which  extended  from  ](i.');}  to  lOOO.  the  settlement,  trade,  and  fisheries 
of  the  Colony  were  largely  increased  :  no  injustice  to  planters  was 
permitted  under  his  firm  control  ;  the  cultivation  of  the  land  was 
eneoui'aged  ;  trade  between  the  island  and  the  continental  colonies  was 
promoted  ;  the  celebrated  Trelawney  of  Richmond  Island,  i\Inine,  sent 
ships  to  Newfoundland.  Tivworgie  himself  was  connected  with  the 
tiade  of  both  colonies.  New  England  prospered  inunensely  under  the 
Commonwealth,  and  so  did  our  island  Colony.  Amidst  the  dreary  record 
of  wi'ong  and  opjiression,  Treworgie's  seven  years  administi'ation  is 
the  one  Viright  spot  in  our  history. 
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The  records  show  thau  there  was  a  large  amount  of  Ijoth  ship- 
Imilding  '  and  boat-building  going  on  in  the  ('olony  at  this  period.  The 
English  naval  officers  mention  the  great  superiority  of  tlie  English-lmilt 


7.  ^ 

7.       ^ 


fishing  boat  as  compared  with  the  Frencli,  ami  very  stringent  orders 
were  given  to  prevent  our  rivals  obtaining  Newfoundland  boats  fioni 
the  settlers.     Even  at  this  early  period  there  was  a  smuggling  busiu(.'ss 


'  In  the  Piirliamentary  Re]iort  of  1718  it       in  the  Tolony.     Spurriers  huilt  bnnines.  hriirs, 
is  staled  that  nearly  all  the  I'oole  vessels  eii-       iuid   ships   at   Oderiu,   Uuriu,  ami  St.   Law- 


iragtd  in  the  Newfouudlaud  trade  were  built       rence. 
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going  on  with  the  French ;  it  continued  after  they  were  removed  to 
Louisbourgh,  Capa  Breton,  and  is  in  full  activity  up  to  the  present  time. 
The  New  Englanders  were  so  keen  about  tiade  that  they  actually  sold 
to  their  enemies  the  very  bricks  and  boards  they  afterwards  battered 
down.  By  the  eud  of  the  Commonwealth  period  the  New  England 
trade  was  firmly  established  in  our  Colony ;  it  had  a  general  agent  in 
St.  John's.,  with  branch  agencies  in  all  the  principal  settlements. 
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APPENDIX  TO  CHAPTER  YII. 


I,  Treworgie's  Instructions. 

{Domestic  Stale  Papers,  Inteiregnwn.  Coun- 
cil of  State  Order  linok.  April  29  to 
July  1,  1G53.      Vol.  97.) 

Friday  3d  of  June  1C53,  afternoone. 

Majo  (ien"  Desbrow  the  Lord  Genonill, 
M,  Gfii"  ]>iinbert,  Col.  Jones,  M.  (ien" 
Harrison,  Mr.  Strickland,  Col.  Stapley, 
C.)l.  Tonilinson,  Coi.  Bbunet,  Mr.  Moycr, 
Sr.  Gilb.  Pickering. 

IxsmiTTioxs  to  John  Tkewouoie  Gent, 
appointed  Coniinis''  for  numageing  and 
ordering  the  affaires  and  Interest  of  this 
Comonwealth  in  Newfoundland  for  this 
present  yeare. 

WHEHEAS  upon  consideration  bad  of 
the  present  state  and  condition  of  atfaires  in 
Xewt'oundhirid  relaleing  to  this  (^oiTmnv.calth, 
The  Counccil  have  thought  it  expedient  to 
continue  you  for  this  sumer  upon  the  place  as 
a  Comissioncr  :  for  manageiog  and  ordering 
the  affaires  there.  Yoa  are  therefore  to  dc- 
nicane  yo'selfe  in  that  trust  and  iinployni' 
accorJiiig  to  (he  powers  instructions  and 
authority  hereafter  mentioned. 

1st. — You  are  hereby  required  and  autho- 
rized to  take  care  for  the  Governm'  and  well 
oidering  of  the  said  country  of  Newfoundland 
and  the  peojile  there  inhabiting,  anil  likewise 
the  fishery  according  to  such  lawes  and 
onlinanccs  as  are  hereto  annexed. 

and.  You  are  by  yo'selfe  or  such  fit  per- 
sons as  you  shall  appoint  to  collect  the 
ini])ositi()n  of  fi'-h  due  from  and  i)ayd  by 
strangers,  and  likewise  the  imposition  of 
Oyle  for  the  use  of  tliis  Comonwealth.  aiul 
Adventur"  aforesaid,  until  the  Snpreanie 
authority  shall  declare  their  further  pleasure 
therein. 

3rd.  You  are  to  use  j-o'  best  endeavo"  to 
secure  the  fishfry  there  against  any  that  slmll 
attempt  to  disturbe  or  interrupt  it  and  to 
that  end  you  have  hereby  full  power  and 
au;hority  to  coiTiaiiil  such  Hhips  and  vessells 
as;  are  upon  that  coast  or  in  any  of  the 
Harbo"  to  keejK'  together  or  otherwise  to 
dispose  of  tbenisclves  in  such  manner  as  may 
bee  most  for  the  coiTion  safety  and  to  use  sucli 
other  meanes  for  the  end  aforesaid  as  jou 
shall  judgi!  meet.  And  all  Captaynes  of  Con- 
voyes  aie  hereby  required  to  bee  assisting 
to  30U  in  the  execution  thereof  And  you 
are  to  consider  in  what  manner  any  of  the 
llarbo"  and  Hayes,  belonging  to  the  country 
may  Ih'C  fortified  for  preservation  both  of  the 
country  and  fisliing. 


4.  —  Whereas  securitie  is  givrn  by 
Sr.  David  Kirko  such  as  the  C(uincell  doc 
approve  of,  for  his  appearance  to  the  Councell 
and  being  responsible  as  to  any  matters  to 
bi;e  objected  against  him,  I'pon  which  the 
sequestration  or  former  seisure  upon  his 
Instate  is  to  bee  taken  off,  You  are  therefore 
to  deliver  up  unto  such  person  or  persons  as 
lie  shall  appoint  all  that  remaincs  of  his 
there  that  was  fonuerly  scquestred  or  seised, 
or  that  belongcth  to  him,(inely  of  the  Ordnance 
or  any  other  things  that  doe  properly  belong 
to  ye  Comonwealth  you  are  to  take  a  par- 
ticular notice  and  inventory,  and  unto  the 
person  or  persons  in  whose  charge  you  shall 
leave  the  same  you  arc  to  give  strict  direc- 
tions that  they  take  care  the  same  bee  pre- 
served and  forthcoming  to  the  use  of  the 
CoiTioDwealth.  Y(ui  are  to  receive  and  ex- 
amine all  such  complaints  as  shall  Ice  made 
unto  yiiu  as  wi'U  by  strangers  as  others  of 
any  wrong  or  injury  done  unto  them  by  any 
]K'ison  or  persons  whatsoever  and  to  certitie 
their  particular  cases  ento  the  Councell. 

You  are  upon  thi'  close  of  this  siiiTiers 
fislu  ry  to  returiie  back  into  EuL'luid  and  to 
repaire  to  the  Councell  or  the  Supieanie 
authority  of  this  Comoinvt'alth  and  to  give  as 
well  a  just  and  true  acciunjit  of  all  such 
money  and  jirofitts  as  have  come  to  yo'  bands 
due  to  the  Comonwealth  or  Adventurers,  as 
of  all  yo'  proceedings  and  in  what  conditit.n 
you  left  all  things  there  at  yo'  coniint;  away. 

Lawes,  liules,  and  Ordinances  where- 
by the  Affaires  and  fishery  of  Xew- 
foundland  are  to  be'  governed  iintill  the 
Parlam'  shall  take  further  order. 

1 . — That  noe  Ballast,  I'rest  stones  nor 
nnythiiig  else  hurtftill  to  the  Harbours  bee 
throwne  out  to  the  prejudice  of  said  Harbours, 
but  that  it  be  cariyed  ashore  and  layd  where 
it  may  not  doe  annoyance. 

2. — That  noe  person  whatsoever  either 
fi-<heriMen  or  inhabitiints  doe  (b/striiy  or  deface 
or  any  way  workc  any  sjioyle  or  detiinient  to 
any  stage,  Ccokeroonie,  Flakes,  Spikes,  Xayles 
or  iinv  thing  else  that  belongcth  to  the  stages 
whatsoever  either  at  the  eii<l  of  the  Voyage 
when  he  bath  done,  and  is  to  depart  tlie 
eoiintry  Hut  that  he  or  they  content  them- 
selves with  such  stage  or  stages  oiiely  as  shad 
Ih'C  needful  for  them,  and  that  for  the  ripair- 
ingof  such  stages,  as  he  or  they  take,  tbi'v 
shall  fetch  timber  out  of  i.ie  woods,  and  not 
to  do  it  with  ruining  or  feareing  down  of 
other  stages. 

3, — That  according  to  the  ancient  Cus- 
toiue,  every  ship  or  fisher  that  first  euiereth  ix 
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Harbour,  in  hehalfe  of  the  ship,  be  Admintll 
of  the  said  Harboiii',  wherein  for  the  time 
beiiifr  he  shall  onely  reserve  see  niueh  beach 
and  flukes  or  both  as  is  needful  for  the  number 
of  boats  he  shall  use  with  an  overjilus  oiiely 
for  one  boutu  more  than  he  needeth  as  a 
priviledge  for  his  first  comiuge.  And  that 
every  shij)  comeinge  after  content  hiniselfe 
with  what  he  shall  have  neeessarye  use  for 
without  keepeinge  or  deteyneing  any  more  to 
ye  p'judice  of  others  next  comeinge.  And 
that  any  y'  are  possessed  of  several  places 
in  several  Harbo"  with  intent  to  keepe  Ihcm 
all  before  they  canii  resolve  upon  which  to 
ehuse,  shalbe  bound  to  resolve  and  send 
advice  to  such  tft(>r  coiners  in  those  places 
as  expect  his  resolution  and  that  within  48 
houres  if  ye  weather  soe  serve  that  ye  said 
after  Comers  may  likewise  choose  their  place 
and  soe  none  receive  p'judice  by  others 
delayes. 

4. — That  noc  person  cut  out,  deface  or 
any  way  alter  or  change  the  murks  of  any 
iMjates  or  trayne  fatts  whereby  to  defraud  ye 
right  owners,  and  lliut  no  person  convert  to 
his  own  use  ye  said  boates  or  trayne  fatts  soe 
belonging  to  others  without  their  consents  nor 
remove  tior  take  them  fro  ye  places  where 
they  be  left  by  ye  owners  except  in  ease  of 
Jiecessitye,  and  then  to  give  notice  thereof  to 
ye  A  dm"  and  others  whereby  ye  owners  may 
knowe  what  has  become  of  them. 

5. — That  uoe  person  doe  deminish  take 
away  perloyne  or  >teale  any  of  ye  fish  or 
trayne  or  salt  which  is  putt  in  caske  Trayne 
Fatts  or  Cookeroomes  or  other  houses  in  any 
of  ye  Harbo"  or  Fishinge  places  of  ye  coiintrye, 
or  any  other  provisions  belonginge  to  ye 
fishinge  Trade  or  to  ye  ships. 

6. — That  noe  person  sett  fire  in  any  of 
ye  woods  of  ye  countrye  or  work  any  detrim' 
or  destruction  to  ye  same  by  rinding  of  ye 
trees  either  for  ye  seeling  of  ships  houlds 
or  for  roomes  on  shoare  or  for  any  other 
tises  except  for  ye  coveringe  of  ye  roofes  for 
(/Ookeroomes  to  dresse  their  niL.;','-  und  these 
roomes  not  to  extend  above  30  foote  in  length 
at  ye  most. 

7. — That  noe  man  east  anchor  or  ought 
else  hurtful!  which  may  breed  ai.noyanct  or 
hinder  ye  haleing  cf  Saynes  for  liuyte  in 
places  accustomed  thereunto. 

8. — That  noe  person  robb  ye  netts  of 
others  out  of  any  drifts  boate  or  drover  for 
bayte  by  night,  nor  take  away  any  bnyte  out 
of  their  fishing  boates  by  their  ships  sides  nor 
robb  nor  steale  any  of  tliei-  netts  or  any  part 
thereof. 

9. — That  noe  person  doe  sett  up  any 
Tavernes  for  sellinge  of  wyiies  benre  or  strong 
waters  Syder  or  tobacco  to  enterteyue  je 
fishermen  because  it  is  found  that  by  such 
meanes  they  are  debauclied,  neglecting  their 
labors  and  poore  ill  governed  men  not  onely 
spend  most  part  of  their  shares  before  they 
come  home  upon  which  ye  life  und  muynteu- 


once  of  their  wives  and  children  dependeth 
but  are  likewise  hurtful!  in  divers  other  ways 
as  by  neglecting  and  nuiking  themselves  unfit 
for  their  labor  by  purloyneiug  and  steaiinf; 
fro  tl-'ir  owners  and  by  making  unlawfull 
shifts  to  supply  their  disorders  which  disorders 
they  frequently  followe  since  these  occasions 
have  presented  themselves. 

10.— That  noe  planter  be  permitted  to 
keepe  uny  more  stage  roome  than  he  hath 
fishinge  men  in  posson  for  ye  manageing  of 
it  and  y'  every  planter  in  each  Harbo''  may 
take  their  stages  and  fishing  roome  together 
in  one  part  of  ye  Harbour  and  not  scattering 
as  they  now  doe  wasting  as  much  roome  t'or 
one  or  two  boates  as  may  serve  6  or  8 
boates. 

11. — That  noe  planter  be  permitted  to 
build  any  dwelling  house,  store  house,  court- 
ledge  or  garden  or  keepe  any  Piggs  or  other 
cuttle  upon  or  near  ye  ground  where  fish  is 
8aV(.d  or  dryed. 

12. — That  a!!  provisions  imported  for 
sale  neeessarye  for  fisliing  be  free  for  any 
person  to  l>uy  for  his  own  present  occasion, 
soe  it  be  demanded  within  six  dayes  after  its 
arrival!,  and  not  to  be  ingrossed  by  a  few  to 
make  benefitt  on  others  thereliy. 

i;j. — That  upon  ye  Lords  da.v  ye  Accoin- 
panyc  assemble  in  meet  place  for  divine 
worship. 

Signod 
John  Disbrow  Ps'. 
Whitehall  3d. 
of  June  1653. 


II.  Petition  of  John  Treworgie. 

To  the  Kiarht  Honourable  the  Council 
of  State. 

The  humble  Petition  of  John  Treworgie 
Commander  of  the  Colonic  of  this  nation  in 
Newfoundland, 

SlIEWETII, 

That  your  Petitioner  being  in  the 
year  16.53  commissioned  to  ye  Newfoundland 
by  the  Council  of  State  for  the  managing  of  the 
affairs  of  that  Country  hath  according  to  his 
instructions,  yearly  given  them  an  account  of 
his  proceedings  therein  and  for  want  of  a  due 
supply  from  heare  hath  been  ;iecessitated  to 
return  unto  Kngland  and  now  takes  on  him 
the  boldness  to  intbrm  your  Honour  with  the 
state  of  affairs  in  that  Island  and  also  to 
acquaint  your  Honour  of  six  years  sullaiy  due 
to  your  Petitioner.  May  it  therefdre  please 
your  power  to  take  the  matter  into  considera- 
tion and  to  grant  unto  your  Petitioner  a  Com- 
mission for  the  advising  the  affairs  there  and 
to  appoint  two  or  three  frigates  (which 
vessels  have  been  there  to  assist  yiuir 
Petitioner  in  coileciing  the  impost  suipri/.ing 
of  such  Spanish  ships  as  shall  be  found  and  to 
conduct  English  shipping  from  heare.    .    .    . 
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III.  Mr.  Povey'B  Report,  May  11, 1660. 

To  the  Kifxht  Hon.  the  Committee  of 
the  Council  for  Foreign  Plantations. 

After  reciting  the  various  Patents.      ,     • 

After  the  death  of  Duke  Hamilton  the 
Council  of  State  did  in  1650  give  a  Cora- 
mission  to  John  Treworgie  merchant  who 
WHS  there  upon  the  place  to  order  affairs 
there  for  the  best  advantage  of  the  State 
which  Coniniifsion  was  also  renewed  in  165H. 
Sir  David  Kirke  the  only  survivor  of  the 
former  Patentees  obtained  in  1055  [prob. 
Sir  .lames  Kirke]  a  Commission  from  the  late 
Protector  Oliver  wherein  John  Claypole  Fsq. 
and  Col.  John  Coffin  were  joined  with  him  but 
little  or  noihiutr  was  acted  thereupon.  I.'pon 
the  whole  matter  it  appet  reth  by  reason  of 
ye  severtt'.l  jjatents  for  the  scttloinent  .  .  . 
.  .  the  disorders  of  the  late  time  the 
interest  of  State  suffers.  .  .  .  and  it 
seems   very   expedient    that    some  suitable 


person  be  employefii  ai'd  instructed  to  hasten 
thither  to  munaf^e  Jlis  Majesty's  alfuires 
therefor  ye  next  season  of  fishing  whereby 
many  advantages  .'  nd  profits  may  arisi-  to 
His  Majesty  which  nmst  else  be  wholly 
neglected  and  lost  of  which  the  person  em- 
ployed is  to  give  an  account  here  in  Kngland 
at  ye  end  of  the  ycure.  For  the  present  it 
may  be  expedient  that  yc  aforesaid  John 
Trewor(iie  hath  a  commission  and  fit 
instrument  to  goe  to  Newfoundland  therefore 
forthwith  he  having  been  a  person  well  used 
and  experienced  in  those  affaires  .... 
liberty  to  return  to  England  and  give  au 
account  of  his  Trust. 

J.   POVEY. 

Endorsed : — 
By  order  of  Committee  of  State  sitting 
and  taking  care  of  Government  in  the 
intervall  between  ye  suppression  of  ye  Kuiup 
of  ye  Parliament  and  ye  return  of  His 
Majesty  which  was  not  many  days  before  the 
datii  of  this  lieport. 
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i66c-i68: 


1G60. 


— rroc'lnmafion  for  strit'tcr  ohseivance  of  Lent.  Petition,  on  June  11th,  of  Sir 
li.  KirKe  and  otliers  for  l)et:er  proteetion  of  the  fisliing  fleet,  Petition,  in  Juno, 
of  Lord  Riiltiniore  for  a  renewal  of  his  patent  ;  Sir  O.  Hrifljieniaii  and  Col. 
linch  report,  on  .Tune  17th,  that  the  jjatent  is  good,  and  still  iu  force  ;  that  they 
cannot  ealculate  the  money  expended  hy  the  Kirkes  on  the  plantation.  Warrant 
granted  to  Haltiinore  to  taiie  possession  from  the  Kirkes.  Gargot  probably 
received  eoinniission  as  Governor  of  Placentia. 

ICG!  — Cap'ains  Kaynor  and  IVarce  at  Ferryland  as  »;iltimore's  commissioners.  Charter 
to  Western  merchants  renewed  on  2Gfh  .Taniiary  ;  no  jersons  other  than  those 
going  to  f:sli  or  to  settle  to  he  ]iennitte(l  tc  sail  ;  "duty  i>n  salt  remitted.  Petition 
of  Lady  Kirke  that  she  and  her  ehiklren  are  starving.  Letter  from  Hill  to  Kirke 
iu  September. 

-Placentia  founded  by  French.     Immediately  after  accession  of  Charles  If.,  who  was 
a  vassal  of  Frau-e,  Louis  XIV.  sent  out  150  men,  guns,  and  amiuiinition  of  war 
'"laeentia.      lialtimore  obtained  renewal    of  liis    patent.     Mathews,  tent    by 
se  and  Raynor  to  Placentia,  arrested  by  the  French,  but  escaped. 


1G62.- 


to   Placentia. 
Pearse  i 


16G:?.— 5 


-Mayors,  ^tc.  instructed  to  enforce  an  order  prohibiting  masters  of  vessels  from 
carrying  settlers  to  Newfo'.indland  ;  fisheries  exempted  from  tat  or  toll.  The 
celebrated  .Tames  Young  in  Xewlouudland  as  surgeon  on  the  Reformation. 

1 GG4.— Deposition  and  complaint  made  to  King  Claries  11.  of  French  proceedings  in 
Grand  Placentia  in  16G-2,  when,  as  swirn  to  by  one  Isaac  Dethick,  soldiers, 
women,  and  men  landed  there  from  a  great  French  ship,  sent  to  the  king  by  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Robert  Prowse.  First  agitation  agaiupt  French  pretensions  in 
Newfoundland. 

16G.5.— First  edition  of  "  S'r  .T.  Cliild's  Discnurse."  I\isition  of  the  Newfoundland  fishery 
fully  debated  wiili  reference  to  the  Dutch  war ;  only  one  ship  of  Dartmouth  to 
go  out.  Ii;  .Tune,  I)e  Ruyter,  Dutch  Admiral,  plundered  and  destroyed 
Ht.  .John's  and  several  other  harbours.  C.  Mnrtio  tiideavoured  to  deft'iid 
St.  John's. 

IGGG. — II.  d'Almy's  propositions  about  the  fishery.  ' 

1067.~William  llinton  in  Newfoundland  hoping  to  he  made  Governor.  Petition,  on 
18th  March,  to  niiike  George  Kirke  tiovernor.  Petition  of  Tofues,  &e.'  on 
a.sth    August   against    a    (Jovernor.      Depositions    taken    on    28th    August,    at 


1G69.— Merchants  petition  the  king  against  sending  out  a  Governor  to  Xe  vfoundland  as 
projio^cd  by  Captain  Robert  Robinson  on  Ijth  December;  Robinson  summoned 
to  London. 


J:! 


m 


CHRONOLOGY. 


171 


' 


ir.7i.. 

]()72. 
1C73. 

1G7-1. 
1675. 


1670. Ffbninry  4,  Order  in  Couticil  tlint  a  chnplnin  should  lie  8cnf  witli  the  nmiuiil  convoy 

to  Newfonndlnnd  "for  kceinng  people  living  there  in  C'hri>tiiinitv."  «iiles 
issued  by  the  Lords  of  the  Couneil  to  regulate  fisheries  ;  every  fifth  man  to  lu-  ii 
preen  man;  caj  tains  to  give  bond  for  £100  to  bring  back  every  fisherman  ihey 
took  out,  &'c.,  &c.  Janico  Young,  who  kept  a  diary  of  his  journeys,  wrote  about 
the  fisher)-.  On  23rd  ])ecember  a  petition,  presented  by  Western  merchants,  tor 
the  regiilation  of  the  fishery. 

-Derosit'on  of  Mathews  sworn  on  27th  January.  Letter  from  I'rowse  to  Gould  on 
1 4th  March. 

-Order  enforcing  bonds  to  prevent  men  going  to  New  England  ;  ships  r.-quired  to  be 
better  armed. 

—Dutch  squadron  cf  four  fhips  plundered  the  Kirkes  nt  Ferryland,  hut  beaten  off 
from  St.  John's  by  Christoplier  Martin.  The  king  appointed  n  Select  t'ommittee 
to  take  deposit  ons  in  the  ^^  est  about  the  fishery. 

-Orders  made  by  the  Commissioners  of  Trade  and  Plantations  forbidding  planters 
to  inhabit  within  six  miles  of  the  shore,  from  Cape  Uace  to  Cape  Honavista. 
Sir  J.  VVJlliumson  alludes  to  Lord  Haltimore's  house  nt  Ferryland  as  being  still 
habitable. 

-Charles  II.  gave  up  duty  of  r>  per  cent,  paid  by  French.  On  the  12th  February 
both  sides  were  heard  about  the  fishery;  on  l.'ith  April  the  Council  for  Trurle 
reported  against  a  fiovernor  and  fortifications  ;  and  on  .'ith  May  they  required 
the  settlers  to  return  to  England,  or  go  to  other  plautalions.  Letter  on 
1 2th  September,  from  13erry  to  Southwell,  about  the  jilimters.  Troate's  report 
about  a  nuirdor  in  St.  John's  not  investigated,  though  known  about  by 
Captain  Carter,  &c. 
1676. — 27th  Janiiary,  old  charter  rencved  with  additional  clauses.  Captain  Russell  com- 
pelling several  ship  fishermen  to  rebuild  stages  they  had  destroyed.  Onler  to 
Sir  John  llerry  to  burn  houses,  and  root  out  population  ;  owing  to  the  exertiors 
of  John  Downing,  a  resident  merchant,  an  order  fvom  tl.e  king  procured  to  annul 
it.  Mr.  John  Alyrod's  account  of  riaeentift.  2-(th  October,  I »owMtng's  narra- 
tive ;  first  mention  of  New  England  traders.  Downing's  petiti:)n  of  7th  November 
heard.  T.  Martin  treated  by  the  merchants  in  St.  John's  as  an  alien,  and  forced 
to  hire  a  stage.  Thompson's  report  on  I'lacentia.  Dutch  reported  to  have 
destroyed  many  French  fishing  vessels. 

1677.— Petitions  of  C.  and  T.  IMartin  and  Troate,  of  I) .M.S.  Swan  ;  and  on  2.")th  January 
and  23rd  March  further  petitions  of  Downing.  Order  sent  on  March  2Htli,  by  the 
Sf.  John's  Mvrchnvt,  directing  ship  fishermen  not  to  molest  the  settlers  ;  con- 
firmed on  18th  :\ray  by  Captain  AVheler.  Petition  of  St.  John's  merchants  on 
lOtli  December  brought  to  England  by  Sir  W.  Poole,  II.M.S.  Lcnpurd. 
T.  O.vford's  petition  reciting  danuige  done  to  stages. 

1679. — Petitions  of  W.  Downing  on  lOfh  February  and  2nd  April ;  of  Oxford  on  2nd  Ajiril, 
rcciiing  that  bis  family  had  a  warehouse  in  St.  John's  for  seventy  years  ; 
of  Oxford  and  Downing,  on  April  29th,  for  a  Governor,  fortifications,  aiul  a 
minister;  also  petition  of  Oxford,  about  his  negro  .servant,  on  3rd  July  ;  and  of 
Downing  on  4th  November.  T.  Weighinou*'  breaking  into  Downing's  rooms. 
Captain  Wright,  H.M.S.  Eeverse,  keeping  order  in  St.  John's. 

1680. — In  May,  Robinson  asking  leave  to  builil  a  fort  at  St.  John's.  Petitions  of  Ilinton 
and"  Downing.  AV.  Downing  jindiably  diod  on  his  way  to  Newfoundland. 
Account  of  Downing's  family.  Captain  l^obert  Robinson  and  three  merchants 
nt  15ay  Bulls,  on  2yth  September  ;  condemn  four  fishermen  to  be  ducked  for 
damaging  French  room  at  Colinet,  fic,  and  two  merchants  to  fay  the  damages. 

1081. — Destrick  and  Molin's  report  of  Placentia.  Fort  in  ruins.  Twenty-two  Ras(iue 
vessels  from  Port  of  Passage  fishing  and  whaling  in  Newfoundland.  French 
attempting  to  prevent  Basque  fishing  in  their  neighbourhood.  Captains  Talbut 
and  Storys  on  the  coast.     Bad  fishery. 

1682. Captain  D.  Jones,  H.M.S.  X>/«»(OMrf,  reports  abour  N<'w  Englanders,  on  12th  Sep- 
tember, from  Bay  Dulls.     Captain  Wren  at  Bay  Bulls  iu  the  Cciituiiun 

1683. — Petition  of  Downing  on  the  1 1th  October. 

1684. — Captain  Wheler,  H.M.S.  Ticjer,  reports  on  French  settlements  and  fishing;  no 
wood  to  be  had  within  two  miles  of  St.  John's  ;  good  fishery. 
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The  Commonwealth  liad  only  been  maintained  by  the  strong;  luuul 
of  (^roniwoll ;  soon  after  his  death  the  EngliHh  repultlic  came  to  an  end. 
The  general  voice  of  the  country  was  in  favoin-  of  a  limited  monarchy 
and  a  hereditary  sovereif,'n.  Under  the  astute  tactics  of  Monk  the 
Restoration  was  brou{,'ht  about — unbj-idled  licence,  in  place  of  Puritan 
severity. 

Fr.im  the  records,  rcpta-ts  of  naval  officers  (which  be^^'au  in  this 
reiyn),  and  private  letters  (now  for  the  first  time  published),  we  arc  able 
to  give  a  pretty  accurate  description  of  Newfoundland  under  the  Resto- 
ration.    It  was  an  unfortunate  change  for  our  poor  Colony.     Charks 

<he  father  had  chastised  the  set- 
tiers  with  whips,  the  dissohite  son 
chastised  them  with  scorpions.  Lest 
1  should  be  accused  of  exaggei'ation 
in  the  matter  of  the  expulsion  of  the 
settlers  in  this  reign,  I  have  given 
in  all  possible  cases  the  official 
documents,  or,  when  too  long,  a 
>v'.s((7>ie  of  their  content".  Informa- 
tion about  the  Colony  is  much  fuller 
in  this  period.  There  was  no  regular 
post  in  England,  but  we  have  the 
rudiments  of  a  newspaper,  the  short- 
lived Pablique  Iiitellujencer,  and 
the  still  existing  Lomlon  Gazette. 

The  two  most  important  events 
in  this  reign  were  the  irruption  of 
the  French  into  the  Colony,  the 
foun<lation  of  their  capital  at  Placentia  in  1GC2,  and  the  attempted 
expulsion  of  the  settlers  by  an  Order  in  Council  from  Charles  II.  in  l(i75. 
On  the.se  subjects  I  have  endeavoured  to  give  all  the  information 
that  can  be  gathered  from  the  contemporary  records.  I  have  been 
obliged,  from  want  of  space,  to  omit  the  long  discussion  before  the  Council 
contained  in  Secretary  Willianiscm's  note-book,  a  very  interesting  paper 
from  Sir  R.  Robinson  in  favour  of  a  Governor,  and  numbers  of  naval 
reports.  I  have  stated  the  main  argument  on  both  sides — all  that  space 
would  permit ;  my  endeavour  has  been  to  give  my  readers  a  general 
view  of  the  actors  perfornung  on  the  Newfoundland  .scene— to  bring  to 
life  the  dead  and  forgotten  Terra -novian  heroes  of  tho.se  days. 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  Charles  II.  in  1G60  was  the  issuing  of  a  long 
proc'aination  f'oi'  the  stricter  observance  of  Lent,  assigning  as  one  I'eason 
"  the  good  it  pi'oduces  in  tJie  employment  of  fishermen."     The  Puritans 
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of  the  day  refused  to  fast  in  Lent  or  to  eat  fish ;  it  savoured  of  prelacy 
ami  .superstition;  they  would  have  none  of  it.  New  Eiiffland's  plan  of 
yi\iiijf  a  remission  of  taxation  to  the  citizen  who  could  prove  his  con- 
sumption of  tish  for  one-third  of  the  year,  was  a  more  workable  way  of 


encourayiniif  the  sale  of  tish. 


8.MAI.I.  cimr. 
From  Df  Vicr'n  WiicrnehHiilic,  lOiA. 


West  Country  interest  was  all-prevailing  with  the  king,  so  in  the 
same  year,  IGGO,  an  Act  was  parsed  remitting  the  duty  on  salt  used  in 
the  fishery,  and  exempting  othei  materials  recpiired  in  this  industry 
from  all  duties.  In  10(53  the  Newfoundland  fishery  was  to  be  for  ever 
relieved  from  all  taxes  and  tolls,  and  the  same  Act  imposed  stringent 
duties  on  all  fish  and  products  of  the  seas  impoiteil  into  the  kingdom  by 
foreignei's  and  aliens.  It  was  a  wise  and  beneficial  measure,  made 
entirely  for  the  interest  of  the  West  Country  adventurers. 

There  were  no  court-houses,  jails,  or  regular  administration  of  justice 
in  the  Colony  in  those  days.  Sir  David  Kirke,  in  a  patriarchal  way, 
had  been  wont  to  administer  quarter-deck  law  irom  the  parlour  of  his 
old  house  in  Ferryland.  The  captain  of  the  convoy,  for  the  first  time  in 
our  history,  assumes  this  authority,  and  we  have  a  very  full  account  of 
the  trial  of  four  prisonei's  for  the  destruction  of  the  "  cabbin  "  of  a 
Frenchman  called  Ducarrow,  at  Colinet  Island,  where  he  was  the  admiral, 
and  of  the  robbery  and  destruction  of  his  shalloways  and  shallops.  The 
case  was  clearly  proved  on  the  admission  of  the  delinquents. 


f 


171 


REIGN  OF  CIIAIUES  IF. 


From  the  evitU'iico  it  appears  to  have  boon  a  common  practice 
ainonirHt  the  ti.shermen  to  steal  French  hoats  in  tlie  winter.  Both  the 
(leprethitors  anti  tlie  phintei-s  who  supplied  them  and  shared  their  plunder 
richly  deserved  punishment.  Captain  Robert  Robinson,  R.N.  (afterwards 
knijjhted,  and  an  applicant  for  the  Governorship  of  Newfoundland), 
tried  them  on  board  the  man-of-war.  Three  merchants  sat  as  na^ttical 
assessoi-s,  after  the  Admiralty  practice,  or  as  a  primitive  jury  ;  the  whole 
proceedin^f  was  illej^'al,  but  it  was  eminently  just^  sunnnary,  and  effective. 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  was : — 

"  Ducarrow  v.  Knap  and  ors. 
"  Whereas  Francis  Knapman,  John  WalliH,  William  Couch,  Samuel  Wood,  four 
of  tho  Bi.\  perMons  who  did  the  damage  at  Colinet  last  winter  to  the  Fronchnieu 
haven  been  taken  and  confined  aboard  this  ship  : 

"  We  the  undersigned  have  scrlou.sly  considered  to  have  yo  above  duck'  at  yo 
niaino  yardo  of  this  ship  for  a  public  example  to  all  this  Island  ;  and  they  shall  bo 
liable  for  tlio  said  damage  legally  proved  and  the  dannigo  shall  bo  made  good  by 
Pollard  and  Rolson  who  fitted  them  out  for  that  fishing  voyage.  The  damage  is 
said  to  bo  no  more  than  £oO  or  £t)(). 

H.M.S.  Assistance,  Bay  Bulls,  Sop.  29,  1(J80. 

RoiiKUT  Ronixsox,  Captain,  R.N. 

SiTi'iiKX  Akakma.n  of  Bay  BulLs. 

John  Bkvkiu,ev  do. 

Aaron  Bkowxixg  do.      and  at  Trepassey." 

We  have  to  recount  about  this  period  the  ignominous  failure  of  the 
English  Navy  in  North  America  and  elsewhere  ;  the  men,  however,  were 
just  as  brave  as  ever;  the  Etiglish  merchant  sailors  showed  a  gallant 
front  to  the  enemy,  whilst  Charles's  Royal  Navy  was  being  thrashed  by 
the  Dutch. 

An  old  West  Country  captain,  Christopher  Martin,  master  mariner 
of  Cockington,  in  Devon,  in  1673,  the  closing  year  of  our  w^ar  with 
Holland,  beat  oft'  the  Dutch  from  St.  John's,  and  defeated  four  noted 
pirates,  Capta'n  Everson  and  his  comrades. 

No  doubt  there  were  many  suclx  encounters  as  Martin  describes, 
many  nmte  inglorious  Nelsons  amongst  these  Devonian  skippers,  who 
fished  and  traded  in  Newfoundland  ;  the  records  give  us  an  account 
of  a  still  more  gallant  action  fought  by  Captain  Hoi  man,  which  will 
be  described  later  on, 

Martin  was  not  only  a  brave  mariner,  but  a  sensible,  shrewd  old 
fellow ;  his  practical  suggestions  about  a  Go\'fn;nor  and  increase  of 
inhabitants  were  opposed  to  the  views  of  all  his  Devonshire  associates. 


'  Ducking  from  the  yard-arm,  like  keel- 
haulinp,  was  an  ancient  naval  punishment  in 
ut^e  prol)al)ly  up  to  the  last  century.  The 
culprit  was  lioir.ted  to  the  yard-arm,  suddenly 
dropped  and  hauled  up  again  from  cue  to 


seven  times.  In  kcel-haulinp,  the  sailor  was 
run  from  yard  arm  to  yard-arm  rijjht  under 
the  keel  of  the  ship.  They  were  both  most 
barbarous  puuishmeuts. 
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I  will   lot  this  fjallant  old  inorchiiHt  captain  toll  his  own  talo  in  his  ctwn 
way :-  - 

"  Report  of  ('liristoplicr  Jfiiniii,  of  Coekiiigton,  Devon. 

"  Has  b<'on  17  yciirs  V'ico-Adtniral  of  St  John's;  was  onco  Ailmiml.  If  Fieiicli 
took  NewCuiiiullund  and  St.  John'a  very  hard  to  got  it  buck  again  and  there  would 
l>e  great  (hmver  to  ships  passing  so  near  the  coa>tt  to  and  from  Aiiicrita. 

"  In  Itjiio  and  lliCT  ho  landed  his  guns  and  built  araall  forts  with  earth  and 
with  his  own  aniinuniticn  defended  the  harbour.  In  October  li!7:!,  with  (i  gnus 
out  of  the  J'Jliiie  Andrcwa  defended  St.  Johiifi  nguinst  Iloliandera  on  their  way  from 
Xow  York  i  he  was  there  with  iirovisions ;  defended  St.  Johns  against  Captain 
Evei'son  njid  three  other  men  of  warr  and  with  less  than  30  men  forced  them  iiom 
the  Harbour's  mouth. 

"  Considers  a  Uorernor  and  increaao  of  inlinbitants  absolutely  necessary  to 
keep  ott"  the  Freiieh  who  have  three  (juartcrs  of  the  Island  and  i'lueentia  ationgly 
fortified."  ' 

In  view  of  the  constant  danger  to  which  our  infant  Colony  was 
expo.Hed  from  pirates,  and  the  still  more  fornudable  encounters  witli 
the  fleets  of  out  enennes,  it  seems  very  strange  that  there  were  no 
military  or  naval  prepaiations  to  resist  this  constant,  ever  menacing 
danger.  Beyond  the  o<ld  ship  or  two  for  convoy  of  our  fishing  fleet  to 
the  Mediterranean  in  August  and  September,  England  gave  us  no  pro- 
tection, and  no  ruler  or  governor  virtually  until  172iS,  and  then  only  a 
floating  ruler  for  about  two  months  in  the  year. 

Many  strenuous  eflbrts  were  iniule  to  obtain  a  commander-in-chief 
for  the  Colony ;  the  attempt  was  always  flercely  resisted  by  the  West 
Countrymen.  In  this  struggle  about  the  Governorship  we  catch  glimpses 
of  the  social  condition  of  the  Colony,  and  of  the  wealth  and  position 
of  the  leaders  of  .society  in  the  four  principal  settlements,  St.  John's, 
Ferryland,  Harbour  Grace,  and  Quidi  Vidi. 

One  of  the  claimants  for  the  ofKce  of  Governor  appears  to  have 
been  Captain  Robert  Robinson,  R.N.,  who  made  interest  with  James  II., 
then  Duke  of  York. 

Another  was  William  Hinton,  an  old  hanger-on  of  the  Stuart  family. 
His  father  had  been  Gentleman  of  the  Chamber,  and  had  spent  great 
sums  of  money  for  the  king,  £700  in  Sir  George  Booth's  business  raising 
a  troop  of  horse.  The  son  was  several  years  abroad  with  His  Majesty 
Charles  II.  when  in  exile,  and  says  in  his  petitions — 

"  That  ho  never  asked  the  King  fcr  anything  bat  the  Governorship  of  New- 
foundland which  His  Majesty  had  promised  to  him  several  times. 

"  He  hath  all  sorts  of  household  stuff  in  the  country — £2,5i)0  worth — which 
have  layen  there  a  great  while  and  tlie  Inhabitants  being  sensible  of  his  large 
expense  and  endeavours  for  their  welfare  :  that  if  the  King  gives  it  to  any  one 
else  he  will  bo  ruined;  that  he  hath  for  a  long  time  studied  the  advancement  of 
the  Colony,  and  no  one  His  Majesty  ca.i  send  will  pretend  to  know  more  about  the 
country  than  he  does."  ' 

'  Board  of  Trade,  Newfoundland. 
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This  a])])Ii(>)iti()ii  From  an  old  atid  fuitliFuI  rctaiiu^r  rcooivcil  no 
rcspoiiHc  ;  ('harlt's'H  niinistors  were  lirilx'il  and  controlled  by  Cliilil  and 
the  West  Countrymen. 

The  only  other  rival  for  the  (Invernorship,  which  was  worth  £400 
jiev  ainnnii,  was  William  Downing.     He  proposes — 

"'I'ho  jnst  and  readioHt,  way  the  tax  upon  the  boats  may  bo  collected  is  through 

(ioorgo  Kirke  E8(iuii-o  at  Kt'iniouzo, 

JSIr.  John  Downing  at  Qui-  do  Vide, 

Mr.  'I'lioinas  Oxford  at  St.  Johns, 

Mr.  John  I'inn  at  Havre  do  Grace  ; ' 
nil  thoso  perscns  having  corri'spondcnri'  throu.;h  tho  v/holo  country  would  collect 
till'  moimy  at  no  trouble  to  tho  Governour."  ■ 

The  Do\vnin{r,s  were  the  sons  of  the  former  CJovernor  under 
Hamiltcui's  charter.  Mr.  Thonuis  O.xl'ord  appears  to  have  been,  like 
Hinton,  a  man  of  some  position.  He  kept  a  nei^'ro  house-.seivant — 
a  most  aristocratic  appendage  in  those  days — whom  tlie  West  Country- 
men foix'iltly  took  away. ""' 

Many  of  the  Devonians,  more  .sensible  and  patriotic  than  their 
fellows,  strongly  urnfed  the  appointment  of  aCiov.'rnor  and  tlie  fortifi- 
cation of  the  principal  harbours.  Weymouth,  Bristol,  and  London  were 
stronjfly  in  favour  of  the  appointment.     Their  efforts  were  in  vain. 

The  popidation  of  Newfoimdlnnd  durino-  this  rei<,'n  is  variously 
I'stimated.  The  various  rou^h  calculations  are  j;-iven  in  the  statistics  ; 
they  appear  to  understate  the  niunber  of  the  resident  planters. 

By  far  the  most  important  event  in  this  reign  is  the  occupation  of 
the  Island  by  the  French. 

It  may  be  argued  that  the  assumption  as  to  the  turpitude  of 
Chai'les  in  this  transaction  is  based  on  very  slender  grounds.  I  do 
not  think  .so  ;  the  character  of  Charles  is  so  vile  that,  to  use  a  New- 
founiUand  expression,  we  would  not  "  put  it  past  him."  He  gave  up 
Dui  cirk  at  the  very  same  time. 

To  fitlj'  describe  the  epoch  in  English  annals  known  in  our  histor'es 
as  "  The  happy  restoration  of  Our  Sovereign  Loi'd  King  Charles,"  one 
has  to  borrow  the  epithet  which  an  American  authoress  applied  to  the 
administration  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  United  States — "  A  century  of 
dishonour ; "  and  truly  the  sovereignty  of  Charles  II.  was  a  vex'itable 
rei<rn  of  infamy. 

Fire  and  plague  decimated  the  land.  To  these  terrible  calamities 
were  added  the  horrors  of  war.     We  were  defeated  by  the  Dutch,  the 

'  Tile  Pynns  are  one  of  the  oldest  Eiig' 


lish  families  in  this  country  ;  the  principal 
branch  left  about  1842,  and  emigrated  to 
Wisconsin,  where  they  have  helped  to  build 
up  that  rising  JState. 

Sir  Henry  rynu.a  brave  officer, knighted 


for  his  jialliint  conduct  on  the  field  of  battle, 
is  a  descendant  of  lliis  .lolin  Tynn. 

-  Board  of  Trade,  Newfoundland. 

'  '•  Also  had  his  covenant  negro  servant 
valued  worth  i^GO  taken  from  him  last  fishing 
season,  all  which  he  is  ready  to  make  out  by 
bill  of  sale  and  oath."     (fi.  T.,  A/Id.) 
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enciiiv's  giiHH  woro  hoanl  in  London  di'stroyin^'  ShocrncHS  ainl  the 
Hlii|t|)inj;  in  tlic  riviT.  Novcr  sinco  the  Norman  CoM(|ni'st  liiul  Kii;,duii(l 
Hiifiuri'd  sueii  liuiuiliiition.  Tiie  crow,  -jj  di.s;,rraeu  ot*  tlu-  ici;,'!!,  however, 
was  the  SL'cTL't  tivaty  between  Ciiarlt's  and  Louis  Xl\'.,  l»y  which 
England  l)eeauie  the  vassal  ol'  France,  En;>lisli  policy,  I'oivign  ami 
domestic,  heing  virtually  governed  by  the  French  king.  Out  (jI"  this 
arose  the  war  with  our  ancient  allies,  the  Dutch. 


seller's  map. 

Fraiii  die  EiujUsh  I'ilo/,  ifi"; I . 

Tlie  details  of  this  arrangement  are  now  published,  but  there  were 
many  other  questions  agreed  u|)on  known  only  to  the  two  conspirat<n's 
and   their   inunediate    contidants;    amongst   tliese  was,   doubtless,  tlie 
/    p.  2729.  M 
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af]froonient  Ly  wliich  all  tlie  southern  and  western  jiortion  of  Newfound- 
lund,  from  Cape  Race  to  Cape  Ray,  was  pass  )d  over  to  France. 

No  positive  evidence,  no  St  ita  documents,  can  now  be  producr  I  to 
prove  this  surrender  of  English  territory;  but  the  cii'C  imstances  imder 
wliich  it  took  place,  and  the  evidence  of  the  conteniporaiy  reconls  leave 
little  doubt  that  tlie  occupation  of  Plaaentia  by  the  French  in  1002  was 
made  witli  the  connivance  and  cimsont  of  tlie  Enirlisli  kin''. 

During  both  the  adtninisti-ation  of  Cromwell  and  the  reign  of 
Charles  I.  no  foreigner  had  attempted  to  make  any  permanent  settlement 
in  Xe\vf(mndl,ind.  Up  to  1002  no  Frenchmnn  had  ever  lived  a  winter 
on  the  Island.^ 

I  will  describe,  as  well  as  it  can  be  gathei'ed  from  the  i-ecords,  tlie 
surrounding  circumstnnces  of  the  base  surrender  by  which  France, 
M'ithout  firing  a  shotj  obtained  the  largest  and  fiirest  portion  of  our 
Tsland  colony.  Ry  this  betiayal  of  English  ten-itory  and  English 
rights  Charles  ])lanted  in  (mr  midst  our  most  bitter  rival  ;  he  exposed 
our  infant  settlements  to  those  murdei'ous  raids  afterwards  made  on  the 
F.ntilish  planters.  Not  onlv  did  tlie  kinff  endanmn-  the  safetv  of  this 
Island,  but  all  the  North  American  Colonies  sufi'i-red  in  aftertime  from 
this  augmentation  of  French  naval  power  in  America. 

The  most  important  evidence  on  the  subject  is  the  testimony  of 
Lsaac  Dethick,  an  English  resident  at  Placentia.  Ry  this  time  the 
Rritish  inhabitants  hiid  spread  themselves  not  cmly  around  the  eastern 
coast,  liut  some  small  parties  had  gone  lieyond  Bimavista,  fishing  and 
furring  as  far  as  Notre  Dame  Bay,  and  SDme,  like  Dethick,  had  been 
attracted  by  the  splendid  position  of  Placentia,  and  had  made  it  their 
I'osidence  : — 

"  Deposition  of  John  Eaynor  late  deputy  Governor  in  Newfoundland. 

"  In  16ti2  a  great  French  ship  fnll  of  ncn  and  women  ]nit  into  Grand  riaeentia, 
where  she  landed  a  great  numher  of  soldiers  and  pi.ssengcrs  who  fortified  tlie 
Harbour  with  18  pieces  of  onhiance  as  one  Isaac  Detliick  who  was  there 
affirmed. 

"  Dethick  saw  the  Governor's  Commission  under  the  great  seal  oi^  France  fo.- 
the  command  of  the  wliole  country  of  Newtbundhuid,  and  the  following  year  was 
forced  to  remove  from  his  Plantation  and  settle  at  the  Bay  of  Ards  [Bay  de  "N'erds] 


'  Answer,  in  1()14,  to  the  complaints 
pvest'Uti'd  to  King  James  1.  by  the  Sieur  de 
iinsseau  .,  French  .Vmbassndor  at  the  Court 
of  His  Majesty. 

The  reply  to  the  first  point  (which  con- 
corned  Newfoundhmd)  sets  forth  the  title  of 
Fngland  "  to  the  fishery  there,  which  is  carried 
on  every  year  with  at  least  two  hundred 
vessels  and  more  than  six  thousand  persons 
in  the  English  Colony,  who  have  always 
treated  the  French  well,  aud  protected  them 


in  their  fishing,  and  allowed  them  to  leave 
their  vessels  until  they  return  to  fish  the  next 
year. 

"  The  French  do  not  inhabit  any  part  of 
Newfoundland,  but  are  nnieh  further  away, 
in  a  place  called  Canada,  which  thej-  call 
New  France  ;  therefore  the  accusation  against 
the  English  is  most  unjust  and  far  from  the 
truth,  seeing  they  have  never  been  near  New 
France,  neither  hindered  or  disturbed  tha 
French  fishery,  nor  done  any  injury. 
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where  drponont  found  liini  and  took  from  him  an  account  of  the  French 
pioc<  (.dings  \v;iiv;h  lie  senh  for  England  by  Mr.  Robert  I'row.sc  to  be  lorcEented  to 
the  King."  ' 

Besides  this  testimony  wc  have  the  furtlior  evidence  of  John  Matthews 
of  Ferryland,  who  appears  to  have  been  a  .sort  of  sheriff's  officer  or 
hailiff"  in  the  employ  of  the  ^^>^•erlu)rs  of  the  Fei-ryland  ])laiitation. 
Kaynor  and  Captain  Pearce  were  deputy -(governors  and  also  anents 
for  Lord  Baltimore  when  his  i-)atent  was  revived  in  KiliO.  Haviu"-  to 
take  proceedings  arfainst  a  Mr.  Russell,  in  St.  Mary"s,  aliout  a  claim  for 
rent,  they  heard  at  the  same  time  tiiat  some  Canailian  Indians,  who 
were  aUies  of  tlie  French,  were  .shooting  and  trapping  in  the"  .same 
neighliourhood  (then  and  now  the  finest  game  preserve  m  the  .T.,iand). 
They  despatched  John  Matthews  to  arrest  Ru.ssell  and  tlie  leader  or  chief 
of  the  Indians,  and  bring  them  to  Ferryland  to  explain  tlieir  proceedings 
to  the  Deputy-Governor.  Matthews  gives  a  giaphic  account  of  his 
adventures  : — 

"  'J'he-o  are  to  cci  tify  to  whom  it  may  concerno  that  I  .Tuhn  ]\rattliows  in  ye 
yoaro  l(;ti2  lieing  in  yc  Xcwfourulland  wa.s  sint  by  Captain  i'.urce  hi  l  Mr.  Eayuor 
the  Ilonblc.  Deputy-Govornois  wiih  their  warrant.s  to  St.  Marys  to  Ijring"  one 
Mr.  RiLsscll  ye  Inb^iliitant  there  and  ye  mister  of  ye  Indiaii.s  (w'ho  came  to  kill 
beaver,-!  and  other  beast.s  for  tl'iirres)  before  them  to  Fferryland ;  but  iimtead 
of  having  the  warrant  obeyed,  a  Freiieli  Captain  seized  on  me  demanding 
what  1  e;vme  for.  1  repljed  for  ye  said  .Mr.  Kussell  and  ye  Master  of  ^-i  Indians 
logo  befoic  ye  Governours  to  answer  and  give  an  account  of  their  action.s  for 
making  an  attempt  upon  ye  Islamic  without  any  authority  from  }Lis  Majesty  of 
Great  Briltaine;  which  ho  scornfully  answered,  saying  we  had  no  power  there  nor 
in  any  other  of  ye  Southern  parts  oi  ye  Lgnde  but  all  did  belong  to  yo  Ffrench 
Kiiigc  whereupon  I  averring  that  our  Jving  was  King  thereof  and  of  all  for  about 
30  or  40  leagues  around  about  it,  waa  taken  prisoner  and  so  kept  for  about  2  daves 
when  yo  French  carryed  me  aboard  and  sett  forward  untill  we  came  nigh  Plaisance 
Fort  which  was  furnished  with  2«  guniis  fi-om  whence  a  shallop  came  out  fj'om  yo 
Governour  with  command  for  our  returne  to  St.  Alaries  in  pursuite  for  ye  Indians 
wheie  by  Gods  pr'^vidcnce  I  made  my  escape. 

•'I  also  further  humbly  testify  that  iu  the  year  (50)  or  (51)  I  having  then  a  lawe- 
suit  deperding  there  against  (me  2^icholas  Ri  dhood  did  procure  a  Commission  out 
of  ye  High  Court  of  Adniiraltie  directed  to  Sir  David  Kirke  tlie  then  Governour  to 
ex.aminc  witnesses  in  that  cause  which  said  Commission  was  speeded  and  returned 
hithei-  to  ye  A.dmiraltie  in  due  forme  of  lawe. 

"And  whensov(r  any  ditl'erenees  arose  between  ye  Planters  and  Inhabitants 
these  ye  said  Sir  David  Kirke  did  always  judge  and  determine  the  same  ;  whereby 
ye  said  lande  was  peaceably  and  ([uietly  governed  to  ye  goncrall  Ifcnefitt  of  yo 
population  and  no  persons  weie  suffered  to  carry  wood  away  in  shipi)s,  only  to 
cut  what  was  necessary  for  fishing  and  all  this  I  do  testify  upon  my  certaino 
kuowledge  to  be  true  witness  my  hand  this  27th  day  of  January  1G70. 

"  Jo.  M.\TII1EWS."- 

Lady    Hopkings    also    states,    "  That    the    French    declared     that 

"  King  Louis  had  a  grant  from   the  King  of  England  to  take  as  hi.s 

'  Records, 


2  n.M.  MSS.,  £,j.  2395. 
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"  proper  rii^lit  from  Cape  Race  i-oiiml  liy  the  soutliward  and  westwanl 
"  to  C'aiH'  Hoiiavista."  ' 

I  tliink  we  inav  fairly  ijfatlier  from  these  statements  and  from  the 
formal  action  of  tlio  French,  their  takin<f  possession  of  a  part  of  tlie 
Colony  in  such  an  official  manner,  .that  Ivin^'  Charh^s  had  really 
surrendered  the  best  part  of  the  Island  to  the  French  leaving'  only  from 
C.ipe  Race  to  Jjonavista  for  the  En^'Iish.  In  fmiher  proof  of  this,  in  one 
of  his  Orders  in  Council,  the  Eno-Hsh  boundary  is  ^iven  as  between 
Cape  Race  and  Cape  Bonavista. 

Of  coui'se  such  a  transactit)n  was  kept  a  profoiuid  secret  from  his 
subjt'ets  both  in  Enoljind  and  Ami-rica.  Poor  dupes  like  Raynoi',  Lady 
Hopkino-s,  and  Robert  Prowse  busied  themsidves  with  remonstrances 
and  petitions  to  the  kino-  ubout  the  monstrous  an-o-ression  of  the  Fi'ench. 

The  petitioners  presented  their  addresses  and  attidavits.  In  the  Court 
lanouao-e  still  in  use,  "They  were  laid  at  the  ft)ot  of  the  throne,  and  his 
"Majesty  was  graciously  pleased  to  receive  the  same."  I  have  heard 
a  Hibernian  orator  and  colonial  official  expatiate  at  ^Teat  lenn-th  on 
this  exj  "ession,  as  showin<;'  the  peculiar  intei'est  the  soverei^'n  takes  in 
the  Cnlony.  This  stereotyped  answer,  written  by  an  under-clei'k,  was 
the  only  reply  the  anxicnis  settlers  received  from  the  kino; 

The  F^rench  showeil  excellent  jud<;'ment  in  the  selection  of  theli 
colonial  capital.  The  situation  of  Placentia  is  extremely  beautiful  and 
picturescpie :  the  railway  from  Whitbourne,  instead  of  descendin<;  the 
north-east  valley  into  the  ancient  French  metropolis,  by  a  curious  freak 
of  eno'Tnt'eiMii^'  ascends,  and  from  a  lofty  height  the  traveller  sees  the 
Avholi"  ])anora'.nM  i>f  TM.visance  spread  out  before  him  ;  below  is  the 
beautiful    north-east    arm    dotted    with    islands,    cotta<;'es,    and    farms, 
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'    lOCO  [?  l()7(i.] 
'  Tlie   iiifiiMiiutioii    iiiKi   rcliition   of  the 
L:i<ly    IIopKiiiL'-;    who  <'anK'   [iiii'i.omI y   tViMin 
>si'w('(imiii11:mi(1  to  iiiiike  kiiowiu'  to  Mis  lioyuli 
Alaji'sty  UN  ffollowt >  : 

"Tluit  tin'  l:\t  Sir  David  Kiikclitiiifr  M-nt 
for  oviT  liy  till'  l:itf  u-uipfr  and  nil  liis  ostiiti' 
taken  away  Uor  liis  f'ailhf'iil  strvict'  to  His 
lati'  Majo>ly  in  Nowroundlaiid  and  ^iiice 
deceased. 

"That  1-laiid  liath  Im'cii  without  a  (i(i- 
vonimir  and  tiio  I'trciii''  takinj;  notice  thiicdf 
lia\i;  settU'd  a  fiarrison  ahoiit  lijjiit  or  nine 
years  since  at  I'lesenlia  and  about  two  Vi'ars 
since  another  at  ('hiipiiiii   liaiii/f  -J.)  Iea;;iies 

•listance  ITro.u  tlie  other  (whiei,  in  Sir  Davi.l       j;,,,,,  jjonavista  to  vc  Xor«ar(l." 
Knke  8    hietinie  they    never  dirst     iittenipt)  n  \r    nr  ■  ■  '  i- 

and  by  their  yeerly  iiitiif-niiip  and  tlircateniiif;  (.o.J/.  J/.S>.,  At/.  '2:VJ.).) 

of  ye  luifilish  gives  liieni  just  cause  of  ai)|)re-  [The    (kite   KiCiO  is    eviih'utly  ■\vronjr ;  it 

lienlion  ot  liieir  own   satteiy  and  the   hisse  of       has    heeii    added    by    some    IJoard   of   Tnidc 
the    Island    to    ye    jireiit    jnejudice    of    His       oHicial.J 


^[ajesty's  affaires,  if  not  tiitndy  prevented, 
and  the  rather  the  (iovernour  for  ye  Ffreiicli 
kee[is  ten  \essels  all  ye  winter  there  which 
oarrye  :f()  or  4ii  men  a  jieee  and  a;;-  very  well 
titteil  to  coast  ;  which  vessels  are  siillieieni  to 
destroy  the  Kniilish  ]dantalion  as  now  it 
stands.  And  by  sad  ex]ierience  the  riitter[i'] 
comintr  .  .  there  without  controUe  took  yimnes 
[iriins]  shippes  cattle,  goods  and  what  he 
pleased,  to  ye  rninitig  of  His  Majesty's  sub- 
jects in  .Newfoundland  for  want  of  (iovern- 
nu'iit. 

'•  The  I'fiench  this  year  have  given  out 
that  the  I'li'iich  King  basse  a  grant  IVrom  the 
King  of  Kiigliiud  to  take  as  his  proper  writ 
from   C'ai)e   I)  race  all  to  the    Westwiird  and 
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beyond  is  tho  sliiiiin^  sea,  tlie  lioach,  niid  the  town,  witli  its  beautiful 
Catholic  chapel  and  houses.  As  the  ti'aveller  descends  a  very  stee]) 
<^)'ade  to  the  Jersey  side,  tho  other  part  of  tho  <i;rand  panorama  unfolds 
itself;  tho  beautiful  south-east  arms  sweeping  past  tall  fir-crowned 
bluffs  in  a  windiii^-  circuit  for  eiy-ht  miles. 

It  was  not,  however,  for  its  roniantic  beauty,  but  for  tlie  stei-ner 
reason  of  defence  a<.»'ainst  tho  enemy,  and  for  its  practical  advantao'e  as 
a  tradini;-  and  fishinf;;;  port,  that  tho  French  selected  Placentia  as  their 
capitid  ami  chief  port  in  Newfoundland. 


lUlUN,   PUClvNTlA    liAY. 
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Whilst  French  colonisation  has  been  a  failui'e,  her  military  o)-oani- 
satioii,  and  es|)eeially  her  skill  in  works  of  defence  and  military 
enyineeriiiii',  have  always  been  s[)ecially  promnient.  The  selection  of 
Placentia  was  fully  justified — it  was  ni^ver  captured  by  the  En<>-lish. 

The  first  fort  erected  in  l(i(i2  was  at  the  i-ntrance  of  the  <;-ut  on 
the  Placentia  side;'  tho  defence  was  afterwards  strenj^'theniM  I  by  another 
battery  on  the  Jersey  side.  Tlie  larn-(!  battery  on  Castle  hdl,  Fort 
liouis,  is  mistakenly  placed  by  IJishop  Howley  and  Dr.  Mullock  at 
the  enti'ance  of  the  gut:  the  small  batteries  at  Ci'e\ecour  and  Point 
Vonl  ai'e  of  later  date      Placentia  was  the  Gibraltar  of  North  America. 


'  This  fort  T.c  Hmiliiii  cU'scrilics  : — 'It 
stood  ii|>()ii  II  piiiiit  (if  huid  so  I'loso  to  tlic 
niiirow  eiJtrance  of  tlie  llailioiir  [llio  frnt J 
th;it  sliips  goinj?  in  },f|iizi.'  so  to  speak  upon 
t'lK'  iiii}.'li'  of  till-  liiistidii." 

'I'liis  first  fort  on  tlic  Pliicciitiii  side  of 
the  gut  must  not  be  eoiifuscd  with  i'"ort  Louis 


on  the  hill,  liiiilt  afti-rwards,  or  with  tlii' 
second  fort  erected  on  the  Jersey  side,  whicll 
made  Placentia  so  stroiifi. 

I,e  llontan  was  on  duty  at  I'laeentia  •or 
several  years;  he  did  not  iiear  u  very  j^ooJ 
character. 
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Ft  suoressFiilly  rcsislcd  CoiniiKKlorc  Williiiiiis'  nttafk  in  l()!)2,  and  tlio 
still  iHorc  foriiiidiihlt' s(]U!i(lri)n  (>r  Hovcmlfii  WalkiT  in  1711.  'I'lic  site 
was  not  only  adniirahly  situated  for  military  |turposos,  it  was  (MHially 
Wi'll  clioscii  as  a  ini'tr()}H)lis  of  their  tisli  trade.  It  was  a  j^i'cat 
oversight  en  tlit-  part  of  tlio  Kn^disli  not  to  have  socureil  this  desii'ahlo 
liMrliour;  its  free(loni  from  iieM  iee  in  the  spring  makes  it  earlier  than 
the  eastern  hays  for  tishin<;' ojjerations  ;  its  proximity  to  Cape  St.  Mary's 
a'ld  its  all  nidant  supply  of  spriiin-  herrin<;-  for  bait  renders  it  one  of 
the  \ciy  hi'st  ])laees  for  the  eod  lisheiy. 

The  uut  was  then  lari^^er  ami  nuieh  deeper  than  it  is  at  present  ;  the 
heaeh,  with  an  extension  at  Little  Tlacentia,  an  admirahU'  shij)  harbour 
in  I'laeentia  arm,  jirovided  .safety  \iuv  their  tieet  and  (byinj,'  room  for 
the  laij^c  Fi'eneh  eateh. 

StrateM'ieally,  politically,  and  piseatorially,  Placentia  was  aihiiirably 
cho.sen  as  a  capital  place  of  ih-fence  and  (i.shin<;-  oentiv.  At  a  later 
period  it  lu'came  prominent  as  the  only  settlement  in  Newfoundland 
where  there  was  an  im|)oitant  resident  French  population,  chaind, 
substantial  forti'ess,  and  uari-ison. 

Oui' enennes  did  all  in  their  ])ower  to  entice  the  Eui^'li.sh  to  settle 
th.ere.  I)y  a  proclamation  of  J.ouis,  about  l()(j7,  masters  of  ships 
were  jillowetl  five  livre.s  for  every  man  and  thi-ee  foi-  every  womjui 
tliey  caii'ied  to  I'lacentia.  .New  found  Ian.  U'rs  were  oH'ercd  one  year  free 
sulisistenee-  afterwards  increased  to  three. 

'J'lie  Colony  did  not  llourish.  The  first  royal  ov)vei'nor  was  an 
adventurer  name(l  (laiv-ot:  he  ha<l  no  salary,  but  was  not  left  without 
r.uiuni'ration.  He  set  up  a  royal  store,  ami  obliged  all  the  tishermen 
to  buy  fi'om  him  ;  one  of  his  occupations  was  measuriu"^- out  the  beach 
room  for  the  ships.  As  she  arrived,  each  vessel  took  as  much  water 
fri'utage  as  her  loreyard  measurul  ;  for  a  cousideratii)n  C«ai-<;-ot  would 
tl.r.iw  in  a  few  more  leet. 

All  the  Fivnch  ti,shin>;-  admirals  were  under  the  Placentia  fiovernor; 
they  liad  to  I'eport  ami  lie  p)verned  by  his  instructions.  Naturally 
the  French  are  much  more  subseivieiit  to  theii-  superiors  than  the 
Fn,nlisli.  (Nirneau  tells  us  the  French  Newfoundlanders  were  a  free 
iind  haidy  race.  They  chafed  under  the  tyranny  of  Gari-ot  and  his 
successor  De  La  I'oype,  and  petitioned  the  kinir  against  their  harsh  rule.' 

Five  times  before  KiH")  Euolifsh  buccaneers  raided  Piacentia,  and 
stripped  the  inhabitants  of  all  their  moveables.  The  French  t!ovei-n- 
I'.e.nt,   like    the    J"]ng]ish,    soon    began    to   grudge    the   expense    of    the 


vi 


IhiroM  T.cIIdiitiin  .sn.vs  :— "  Tlic  Freiich       .xdvi's  ;  so  fliiit  tlio   imhlio  poo.l  inu!.t  iilwin s 
Govi'i-pors  l.uik   11)11111  their  ],l;iccs  us  a  jitild       iimieli  licliiiiil  privatu  iuleivst." 
ujiuu  tii\Ln  tlit'in  lu    i.r.lir  to   luricli  tluui- 
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garrison  and  fortifications  at  Placontia.     Captain  Wlielor,  Commantltir 
of  tile  English  convoy  in  lGiS4,  says: — 

"  The  French  leave  Placentia  in  July.  They  have  large  ships  of  30  guns, 
ahout  30  vessels  altogether.  The  French  iiihaljitunts  are  much  fewer  than  ours, 
they  have  hut  one  old  ruined  fort  and  little  anununition ;  the  Inhabitants  are  as 
negligent  ns  ours  in  the  matter  of  strength. 

"  Or.r  ships  are  not  denied  liherly  to  fish  in  the  French  distrif'ls.  No  forainers 
Hfeh  up  the  Eastern  Coast,  Imt  ui)on  the  B:inks  the  French  l're(|uent  much. 

'■They  have  a  Governor  ut  Placentia.  The  first  Master  at  each  port  is 
Admiral  but  recinv(!S  his  orders  from  the  Freiu'h  Governor  who  is  of  great  use  to 
measure  out  rooms  [and  thus  put  an  end  to  the  constant  fighting  that  went  on 
about  the  dehateable  s.ibjccb  of  fishing  premises,  known  in  Xewfonndland  as 
rooms']. 

"  Seldom  any  convoy  for  the  French  Merchant  vessels.  At  Trepasse  but  two  or 
tliree  French  families  where  our  .nation  and  theirs  fish  without  disagreeing.  Tho 
French  begin  to  fish  about  18  leagues  north  of  Bonavista  for  10  leagues  [along  tho 
N.E.  coast]  and  are  at  utter  variance  with  the  Indians  [Red  Indians— Beothics,  I 
presume,  on  account  of  the  terrible  massacre  mentioned  by  Kii'ke]  who  are 
numerous  and  so  tho  French  never  reside  in  winter  and  always  have  their  arms 
by  them.  Six  years  since  their  trade  was  great— 00  great  ships.  Any  ship  of  another 
nation  Ijearing  proportion  of  expense  of  defence  [in  those  days  the  attacks  were 
from  pirates]  might  fish.  They  catch  about  200  qtls.  per  boat  with  five  men  and 
give  high  wages;  the  French  come  in  June  and  stay  sometimes  until  October. 
Trade  decaying  extremely.  About  52^  N.  some  Biscayners  used  to  fish  with  no 
improvement. 

"  French  have  advantac^e  of  us,  as  there  are  plenty  of  fish  at  Placentia,  and 
going  sooner  to  market,  their  fishing  ships  gain  considerably."  ' 

This  is  a  plain  narration  of  facts,  and  agrees  witli  the  history  of 
the  times. 

To  understand  this  weakness  of  hoth  Frencli  and  English  in 
Newfoundland,  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  fioin  lG(;o  both  countries 
were  at  war  with  tlie  Dutcli,  then  the  greatest  naval  power  in  Europe. 
They  made  two  successful  attacks  on  the  English  in  Newfoundland — in 
l()(i5  on  St.  John's,  and  in  1073  on  Ferryland.  In  1G76,  from  tho 
English  Nc^vh  Letter  of  October  3,  we  have  an  account  of  a  successlul 
Dutch  raid  on  the  Frencli : — 

"  The  Merchants  hear  that  six  Dutch  capers  have  (|uite  destroyed  tho  French 
fi-hing  fleet  in  Newfoundland  having  taken  90  out  of  100  sail  that  were  there— 
Till  y  had  afterwards  landed  and  taken  the  Castle  of  Canida."  - 

It  is  piobable  this  refers  to  Placentia,  and  may  be  exaggerated,  but 
we  may  readily  believe  if  the  Dutch  attacked  the  English  settlements 
they  woukl  not  spare  tlieir  inveterate  enemies  tho  French,  who  had 
commenced  a  nu)st  unprovoked  war  against  them. 

Curiously  enough,  in  studying  the  early  history  of  the  French 
colonies  in  Aiiiej'ica,  we  lind  the  same  causes  at  work  which  retarded 
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NewfoniKlland.  The  first  Finicli  scttlovs  in  Canada  wore  nn'ler  tlie 
control  of  "  The  coniitiiny  of  one  Imndrcil  associate^', " — tlicy  were 
y-ri'cdy  monopolists ;  like  the  Wi-st  Country  adventurers  in  Xcwt'ound- 
lanil,  Hsliiiio-  and  1'urrin.n'  were  their  only  occupations,  and  tliey  <lid  all 
in  tlieir  powei-  to  prevent  colonisation. 


I'LAX   OF  I'LACKNTIA. 

From  La  Ilunlaii's  Xoiwcaiw  Voyages,  4~os. 
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The  fortifications  were  ne<;-lected,  and  agriculture  so  little  attended 
to  that,  except  under  the  walls  of  the  forts,  there  was  absolutely  no 
cleared  land  ;  the  countiy  was  to  be  kept  for  furring  and  fishino-     cnly 
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All  this  WHS  flian<reil,  luiwovi-r,  l.y  the  arriviil  of  Fnintonue,  twice 
viceroy,  the  al)lest  ruler  that  evei-  guided  the  destiny  of  New  Fi'aiiee. 
It  was  under  this  o;allant  Krenehnian  iind  his  distin^niished  subordinate, 
D'JIierville,  tliat  the  subse(|uent  successful  attacks  were  made  on  New- 
foundland in  l()!)(i  and  ]G!)7. 

In  l(i7()  the  French  fished  at  St.  Maries,  Coroneat  (('olinet  Island), 
St.  Peter's,  Great  and  Little  St.  Lawi-ence,  Tinve  Islands,  IVtit  Nord, 
and  .several  plact's  west,  besides  I'laeentia,  their  chief  place.  As  far 
as  we  can  learn,  the  French  had  really  oidy  one  permanent  .settlement — 
(I'laeentia),  and  this  was  begun  in  ](ifJ2  ;  all  the  other  jdaces  mentioned 
are  me-ely  re.sortivl  to  by  the  ship  tishernicn  from  France  for  the  fishing 
sea.son,  and  were  abaiuloned  in  the  autumn. 

We  have  clear  proof  of  this  in  tlir  evidence  given  on  the  iiKjuirv 
about  the  damage  to  Johannis  Dueaiiow's  fishing  cabin  and  j)icmiscs  at 
Adnural's  Heach  and  Colinet  Island.'  We  Iind  from  trstiniony  of  thr 
servants  who  confe.sseil  to  the  destruction  of  the  cabin  at  Colinet 
Island,  and  their  .shelter  in  the  vat  at  St.  Mary's,  that  all  these  places 
were  at  that  date,  IG-SO,  uninhabited.     Tlioin.son  .say.s,  in  KiTfi  :— 

"  Pliicoiiiia   liail    two    Forts  tbirtreii    <;niiH   fifteen  fiimilies  of  which   four  nro 
English.     Tliiit  there  were  only  two  iMviich  fiiinilie.H  at  'ricpassey."  ' 

There  were  probably  gmis  and  some  small  fortiticatioiis  at  St.  I'ieri'e, 
but    at  in-e.sent    it  .seems    to    nie    doutitful   if    there    weiv    any    wintei- 
residents  before  KiTO.    Downing  says,  in  Ki7()  the  French  had  Placentia 
and    St.    Peter's     fortified.       Mv.    .John    Aylnjd's    de.sci'iption    of    two 
hundred  and  fifty  families  and  L>,()()()  people,  besides  the  400  .soldiei-s,  is 
clearly  exaggerated;  after  the  treaty    of    Utrecht    in    171.'}    only  one 
hundred  and  eighty  persons  from    all   the  French  settlements  in  New- 
foundland left  the  Island  (in  war  time   they  would  be  within  the  for(s), 
all   ha<[   to  go   by  the   terms  of  th.'  treaty.     The  only  inhal)ite.l  places 
then  ^mentioned    as    belonging    to    tin-    French    were    Placentia    and 
St.    Pieri'e.       Baudoin    says   that    the    French    .settlements    wei-e    small 
compare.!    with   the  English,     hi    1 70l>.  when  Sir  ,h>hn  Leake  destro3-ed 
St.  Peter's,  there   was  only  one  small   fort  with  six  guns.     Theic   were 
French  residents  in    Fortune  Pay  in  KJ.SO,  but  few  in  number  compared 
to  the  Jersey  and  English  settlers. 

We  get  the   following  descriptif.n  of  Placentia   in   lOSl  from   two 
Englishmen   residing  there,   Stephen   iJe.strick  and  one  Molius      Thev 

say :-  •> 

'•  'J'ho  pnyment  of  French  Fishermen  is  made  l)y  boat  [bounty]. 
"  The  Fort  of  12  guns  i.s  in  ruins,  not  ahovo  3  guns  now  mounted. 
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"  Tlio  (ioviTiior  hiiM  no  allownnco  from  tho  Kinu;  iinr  nuytliiiiu;  iillowod  for  arms 
find  iininitinitidii  Ijiit  ho  lUlics  as  oiIut  pliinturs  do  and  Ut'i'p.s  8  l)o:its. 

"  Tlio  froiicli  liavo  caiifjfht  this  year  IJUO  to  400  qtlH.  por  l)!)Mf. 

"  Fish  canii'  in  sooiht  upon  that  coast  than  on  th  >  HistiTn  shore. 

"  Thcro  arc  sliip.s  of  'JoO  to  tnO  tons  from  Uordcaux  and  .St.  Jean  do  Liiz,  and 
I')  to  It!  Uiscainoi'M  of  20  and  21'  vfuns. 

"  Ships  of  St.  Jfailoos  fish  at  8t.  I'oton  Tiiuro  are  1^  )  ships  from  St.  Mary's 
to  St.  Fi't'TS  nnd  the  trade  is  incrcasiiij^. 

"They  lot  no  Kiij^IIhIi  livo  amoiif^  thorn  exi'ept  they  turn  Honian  Catholics; 
nnd  there  is  a  I'riust  in  evui-y  ship  and  they  leave  some  l)ehiiid  t  i  keep  tho  poojjlo 
i^t'  adiMst  ill  their  roliirioii. 

"  The  Fioncli  have  few  plantations  inoro  than  for  herbs  and  roots  and  a  few 
cattle  and  do  so  as  wo  do  in  winter. 

"  Flench  gem  rally  bavo  a  bu'tter  catch  and  livo  cheaper,  consocjueutly  make 
more  liain. 

"  A  fort  at  St.  Peters  is  reported. 

"  There  is  no  trade  between  iho  English  and  French  jjlanter.?. 

"  Till!  BlKC'tii.ers  with  shi|)s  of  great  forre  do  tish  to  the  northward  of  Bonavista 
and  Sahago,  and  fre(piJiitly  with  the  French  but  not  with  us."  ' 
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The  last  of  tho  great  Spanish  Ueet  now  ciuiift  only  by  stealth  and 
under  the  protection  of  the  Fiench.  They  were  up  to  this  date,  1680, 
!-tiU  the  great  whalox's  and  seal  killers  on  this  coast.  A  shore  seal  tlshory 
w;is  carried  on  from  the  very  first  settlement  by  t!ie  Eiiglish,  on  a  small 
scale,  Avitii  nets  and  boats.     The  product  fluctuated  veiy  much. 

In  reading  the  histories  ol:  Enghind  and  America  about  this  periol, 
th>!  fisheries  are  almost  completely  ignored ;  the  tri;th  is  that  writers 
love  the  heroics  aud  despise  the  economics  ;  tlie  personal,  the  pieturescpie, 
is  always  attractive,  whilst  the  plain,  prosaic  aspect  of  human  life,  the 

'  L'nard  of  Trade,  Anirfijiindlaiid. 
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ndvciitiirt's  (if  ei»iiiinorcr,  the  iiicivii.s(i  ul'  human  t'ool,  nic  uiiiioticcil  hy 
hi.stiiiiaiis. 

UfU}^i(in  niul  (•[■oiioiiiics  arc  I  he  ((ivatcst  itiihitMiccK  in  the  world, 
thi'  two  most  potfiit  ractoi>i  in  the  jUd^fress  or  ivt.inhition  of  the  liuiiian 
lacf.  Nothiiij^  comes  t)ut  cloarcr  in  oiii-  Nortli  Ameriean  history  than 
the  ]irciinii(h'iMtiii<f  etlect  of  tlie  tisht'iy. 

'riie  ivlative  inlhicnee  and  .sticiiotli  of  l-'rancL-  and  Kn;;Iaiid  in  tho 
N'.'W  World  was  entirely  cniitrolled  l>y  tiiis  business.  Towards  the  ch)>o 
(»f  the  Stuart  ])eriod,  at  the  einl  of  tlic  sevent;  iiitli  eentury,  the  French 
li■^hery  in  N'ewfinuidland  aiid  the  (iulf  of  St.  I.iiwrence  ro.-e  to  ahiiormal 
dimi.'nsious ;  it  is  variously  otimati'd  as  employiii^f  fi'om  sixteen 
thousand  to  twenty  thousand  men;  it  extended  U)  Nova  Scotia,  Cape 
Breton,  St.  .lohn's  Island,  now  Princi"  Ivlward  Island,  (ias|)e,  and 
Newfovni  Hand.     The  naval  |io\ver  of  France  ro.-^e  in  proportion;  all  tlte 
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English  ex|ieditions  against  New  France  and  Acadie  were  mistrahlo 
failures,  whilst  under  Frontenue  and  D'Ibervillo  the  Kn^lish  possessions 
were  raided  from  Xewfoundland  to  Ilnd-ou's  IJuy.  Until  the  last  fall 
of  Louisljouryh  and  Quehec,  Franc.^  thivatened  the  very  existence  of 
the  Ainei'ican  colonies.  She  had  then  undoubtedly  the  preponderance 
of  sea  power  in  America. 

The  tisheiy  is  the  recoirnised  nui-sery  for  her  navy  ;  tho  only  alle<j;ed 
excu.se  for  the  extravagant  l>ouiities  given  to  her  fishermen  at  St.  Pierre 
and  Iceland  is  to  secuie  a  supply  of  men  for  the  Marine. 

At  the  proHigata  Cairt  at  St.  James'.s,  the  Devonshire  gentry  still 
held  a  foremost  phice  ;  their  influence  for  evil  against  the  Newfoundland 
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settlers  was  iiiinieiiHely  inoreaHed  l»y  tlie  .support  of  Sir  .Tosiiili  Child, 
iiutlior  of  II  |tiiiiiplilot,  first  pulilislied  in  Kid'),  "  A  New  Discourse  on 
Triide."  He  issued  ii  second  edition,  very  nnicli  enliiryed  (tVoni  wliicli 
these  extracts  are  taken)  on  Deceniher  24th,  l(i!)4. 

Mis  character  has  Keen  powerfully  drawn  liy  Macaulay.  An 
exceedin^dy  able  nierchant,  a  vi^'oi-oiis  writer,  with  immense  wealth, 
which  he  used  most  unscrn])ultmsly  to  hiihe  and  coi'rupt.  This  {^reat 
monopolist,  head  of  the  East  India  Company,  was  tlx;  evil  genius 
of  Newfoundland.  He  begins  his  discourse  on  the  various  trades  by 
enumerating : — 

"  AraoiiRst  the  Trades  not  yot  lost  ig  tlio  Nowfoniidland  Hsh  tradn.'  In  tho  yonr 
]f!05  tlu!  Kiij:;linh  cmiiloyed  2-)U  Hail  of  sliijis  ijri'iit  and  Hiiiidl  in  iinliiiiy  npon  that 
(■oust  and  it  is  now  too  apparent  tliat  ve  do  not  so  employ  from  all  parts  al)(iV(^ 
HO  sliips.  ,So  that  the  price  of  Hsh  has  increased  from  seventeen  rials — eiglit 
HJiillincrH  and  Hixponce — to  twenty-four  rials  or  twelve  sliillin^H  as  it  now  sells  in 
this  country. 

"  This  hoing  tho  case  of  England  in  relation  to  this  trade  it  is  certainly  worth 
the  onrpiiry  — 

"  l,-.t.  How  wo  cauie  to  decay  in  it  i'  2ndly.  \Vhat  inians  niiiy  lie  used  to 
recover  our  ancient  greatness  or  at  least  to  prevent  our  fui'tlu'r  diminution  therein  ? 

"  The  decay  I  altrihuto,  First  and  principally  to  tho  growing  liberty  which  is 
e\ery  year  more  and  more  used  in  lloniish  countries,  a^  well  as  others,  of  eating 
llesh  in  Lent  and  on  Fish  days. 

"  2.  To  a  late  ahuso  crept  in  that  trade  of  sending  over  ])rivate  lioai  keepers 
which  hath  much  diminished  the  nuudjer  of  lishing  ships. 

"  3.  To  tho  great  increase  of  tho  French  fisheiy  of  Placontia  and  other  jiorts 
on  the  back  side  of  Newfoundland. 

"  4.  To  tho  several  wars  within  these  twenty  years  which  have  much  im- 
povoi'ished  the  Western  Merchants,  and  reduced  them  to  carry  on  a  great  part  of 
that  trade  at  Bottonn-y  taken  u])on  adventure  of  tho  ship  at  20  "/„  per  annum. 

"AVhat  means  may  ijo  used  to  recover  it.  For  this  two  contrary  ways  have 
been  propounded. 

"  Firstly:  to  send  a  Governor  to  reside  there,  as  well  for  tho  defence  of  tho 
coniilry  against  invasion,  as  to  manage  the  fishery  therf-  l>v  Inhabitants  upon 
the  ])lace;  this  hath  often  been  propounded  by  the  IManter.^  and  some  merchants 
in  London. 

•'  The  second  way  propounded  and  which  is  directly  con'. ivir^  to  the  t'ormor  is  by 
West  Country  Merchants  and  owners  of  tho  fishing  sli'i>s,  and  that  is  to  have 
no  Governour  nor  Itihihitmits  i^crmUfel  to  rcsiiJe  at  Nfuvfoumlhind  nor  nun 
jmsnoKjers  or  privnio  ho  it  I'c  jiers  svfferel  to  fiKh  at  NewfouwUnnd.  This  Jatler 
wmj  is  most  (Kjvceihh  to  my  }iro}iosition  and  if  it  could  bo  oll'ected  I  am  persnailel 
won'il  revive  the  dei^iti/ei  E)igiish  fishinij  trad-j  at  Newfoundlinul  and  he  otherwise 
(jreitly  for  the  advuntocje  of  this  Kingdom  and  that  for  tho  following  reasons: — 

"  Because  most  of  the  provisions  the  Planters  do  make  use  of  viz.  Bread,  Beef, 
Pork,  Butter.  Cheese,  Clothes,  and  Irish  Bandel  Cloth,  Linen  and  Woollen,  Irish 
Stockings,  as  ixlso  nets,  hooks,  lines  &c.  they  are  supplied  with  from  New 
England  and  Ireland  and  with  wine  oyle  and  linnen  by  the  salt  ships  from  Franco 
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nml  S|)iiiii ;  ill  con»o(|iicnco  tlio  livlionr  mh  well  an  tlio  clotliiiiK  mid  I'd  diiii,' of  so 
iiiiiiiy  iiKM)  is  l()>t  to  i'ln^laiKl     .     . 

"  If  it  1)0  till'  inleri'Ht  of  all  trndini^  nntioiia  principally  to  ciioimrnK"  imviKiition 

cspcuiully  those  tnidcs  wliich  otiiploy  most  ,sliippiiii{ tlion  certiiirily 

it  is  tlio  iiiton-st  of  Kii^luiui  to  discouiiteMiiiicc  mid  uixilo  tho  iiuiidxr  of  I'liiiitci'H  iii 
Nowfoiiiidliiiid  tor  if  tlicy  sliduld  incrcaso  it  will  iiappon  to  ii«  us  it  liivth  to  llio 
fishery  tii'  Ncv/  Kii)^]iiiid  wiiicli  'niiiiy  yeurti  siiici!  wiis  iiiiiiiii^<'d  by  Kiiv,disii  sliip< 
from  tho  VVesti-'ru  I'orts  Im*  i  -i  I'liintatiotia  tlioro  incredHcd  fell  to  the  sole 
employiiioiit  of  tho  people  settled  there  and  notliin^  of  tho  trade  is  left  the  |)i)or 
old  !'jii^<li>hiii(Mi  hut  tho  lihorty  of  ciiri-yiii^  now  and  then  liy  cointi'sic'  oi-  pnrchaso 
a  ship-loiulinj^  of  tish  to  Bilhoa  when  ilieir  own  2s'ow  England  ships  are  bettor 
oinployed  or  not  at  leasuru  to  do  it     .     ,     . 

"  It  is  manifest  heforo  there  wcro  boat  koe])ers  fish  was  sold  clioaper  than  it  is 
now  by  4ii  .  Hcason  :  because  boat  keepiM's  bcinj^  iibb;  iiHlu'rmi.ii  and  (  arlicr  on 
the  >j;roiiiid  heat  tho  ship  lishenncu  but  at'H'r  driving  away  English  ship  tishorniLii 
from  Now  Kngland  and  Newfoundland  they  became  Inzy." 

Then  follow  the  usual  West  Cotuity  iif^miiiouts  against  a  jjovci-iior. 
Speaking  of  tho  tishing  admirals  he  says  : — 

*'  A  Government  there  is  already  of  ancient  cnstom  amongst  the  masters  of 
the  ships  to  which  the  tishermon  are  inured  and  that  free  from  oppression  and 
adajited  to  tho  trade  insomuch  th'il  thour/h  a  letter  might  he  whhod,  1  never 
hope  to  see  it. 

"  New  England  is  tho  moat  prejudicial  plantation  to  this  kingdom  because  of  all 
the  American  plaiirations  Ilis  AEajesty  has  none  so  apt  for  building  of  shipping 
as  New  England,  nor  comjjarably  so  i|ualificd  for  tho  breeding  of  seamen  not  only 
by  reason  of  the  natural  industry  of  that  people  but  prin{'i])ally  by  reason  of  their 
cod  and  inackerol  fi-^herips  and  in  my  poor  <ii)inion  there  is  nothing  more  preju- 
dicial and  in  pros[)C(t  more  dimgorous  to  t^ny  Mother  Country  than  tho  increase 
of  shii)ping  in  her  colonies  plantations  or  Provinces."  ' 

Well  iiiioht  Bacon  expatiate  on  the  narrow  selfishiuss  of  traders. 
This  shrewd  business  man  could  not  see  that  prosperous  (-olonies  were 
England's  best  customers.  In  order  to  rightly  appreciate  the  enormous 
influence  of  a  monopolist  like  Child  in  the  corrupt  age  of  Charles  II., 
we  must  try  and  picture  to  ourselves  the  president  of  one  of  the  gigantic 
American  trusts  of  our  own  time  owning  all  the  ministers  of  State, 
and  the  Courts,  with  unlimited  money  and  unlimited  power  to  bribe, 
and  no  (piestions  asked  about  funds. 

Chilli  never  rendered  an  acctiint  of  the  thousands  he  spent  in 
bribery— £10,000  to  Charles,  £10,000  to  his  brother,  the  Duke  of 
York,  diamonds  and  thousands  to  the  king's  mistresses  and  ministers. 
Imagine  all  this  if  you  can,  and  then  you  can  faintly  realise  the 
enormous  power  of  this  gigantic  bully,  this  Restoration  Jay  Gould,  on 
the  destinies  of  Newfoundland. 

The  main  object  of  Child  was  to  defend  the  East  India  Compaiu'. 
It  shows   hoAV  great  was  his  ability  and  the   power  of  his  corrupting 
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influonco.tliat  ho  7Mai'  ^iiincd  hiniHolf  to  the  laat  against  all  his  oppononts. 
The  is'ewfoiindland  matter  wuh  only  a  trifle  to  anmse  his  leisure  and 
help  his  hrother  numopolists,  the  W(!st  Coiintr\'in<Mi. 

This  plan,  so  s))ocionsly  sketched  out  to  extorniinate  the  Nijwfound- 
land  Colonists,  although  determined  U])<)n,  was  not  immediately  carried 
into  effect,  even  the  king  and  his  advis«!rs  shrunk  from  such  colil- 
Mooded  cruelty.  In  1(50-'),  when  this  pam[)hlet  was  fii-st  published,  we. 
were  at  war  with  the  Dutch,  and  it  was  thought  advisable  that  some 
IX'rmanent  settlers  should  be  left  to  defend  the  Colony. 

Various  minor   attemi)ts,    however,   were    made    to  carry    out  this 

policy  piecemeal  ;  a  very  valuable 
si'ries  of  jiarliamentary  papei's'  on 
Newfoundland  att'airs  set  forth  the 
vai'ious  nieasures  that  were  taken 
to  ilestroy  the  colonial  population. 
Neither  the  Connrn'ssioners  for 
Foi'eign  Ti-ade  and  Plantation,  nor 
the  Western  Adventurers,  nor  least 
of  all  Sir  Josiah  Child,  saw  an)- 
tliing  extraordinary  or  improper  in 
this  decision  to  destroy  a  whole 
population  ot"  Englishmen,  to  con- 
demn them  to  ruin,  extermination, 
and  exile  from  their  cherished 
homes  and  all  the  accumulat'Ml 
wealth  of  several  generations.  This 
paper,  which  is  too  long  to  quote 
in  full,  Ix'gins  by  setting  forth  the 
state  of  the  fishery  in  1044,  when,  as  the  Western  Adventurers  allege: — 

"  There  wore  270  sliips  annually  employed  in  the  Newfonndland  fishery  besides 
those  who  brought  salt  and  earned  the  fish  to  market  coniputiug  the  ships  at  80 
tons  each  aud  for  every  lOO  tons  50  men  and  10  boats.  There  were  in  all  21,(!(iO 
tons  10.800  s°ameu  2.160  boats.  T'o  each  boat  is  allowed  5  men.  Usual  catch 
i?00  to  3tHt  qtls.,  wh'ch  was  then  sold  at  from  11  to  10  rials — 7*.  to  Ss.  per  (jtl. 
They  attribute  the  subsequent  decline  to  the  civil  war  and  to  the  settlemeuts 
encouraged  by  Treworgie. 

"  By  letters  patent  26  Jany.  1660  this  additional  clause  was  inserted  in  tho  new 
charter:  that  no  person  was  to  bo  carried  or  transported  in  any  of  tho  ships 
except  those  of  the  ships  company  or  such  as  are  to  plant  and  do  intend  to  settle 
there.  In  1663  circular  letters  Tcrc  written  to  the  mayors  and  magistrates  of 
West  Country  Towns  to  enforce  this  order. 

'  I  am  indebted  to  George  II.  Emerson,  to  John  Ilatt  Xoble,  Deputy  Naval  Officer  iu 
Q.C.,  for  this  work,  which  formerly  belonged       Newfoundland. 
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"  In  InriO  '.n  order  was  made  to  obtain  the  return  of  the  names  of  offenders 
npftiiiHt  thin  rnli:  and  in  tlio  incuiitiine  to  stop  them  procccdinj^  on  th(!  vo^iige  lo 
Newfoundland.  Then  followed  a  loni;  dispute  about  (lie  ajjpointment  of  a  Governor 
which  after  s>  protracted  debate  in  the  Council  was  finally  rejected  in  l<i70. 

"The  V  cstern  advi'nturors  proposed  that  the  inhiibita  its  should  transport 
themselves  to  Jamaica,  St.  Kitts,  or  sonic  other  of  His  Majesty's  plantations.  This 
suprgcstion  the  Council  refused  to  adopt. 

"  In  l(i74  solicitLition  was  again  niadi'  for  the  afipointment  of  a  Governor. 

"  On  the  Vith  April  1(175  their  liordships  the  Committee  of  the  Council  for 
Trade  rejiorted :  That  the  French  had  considerably  advanced  their  fishery  in 
Kewfoundlaud  ;  that  the  people  of  New  England  aiimally  took  G0,iiO0  qtls.  offish 
on  their  own  const;  thiit  the  advunlurcrs  had  lost  many  of  their  ships  in  the  late 
war;  that  the  inhabitants  destroyed  tlie  wooils  and  what;so::ver  the  adventnrei-s 
lefthehiiul;  that  they  occupied  the  best  places,  sold  brandy  and  seduced  many  to 
stay  behind ;  that  a  (iovernor  could  not  cun;  any  part  of  these  evils  because  the 
rianters  were  scattered  in  2.5  harbours  80  leagues  apart ;  that  the  Tr.ide  could  not 
support  llie  charge  of  forts  and  a  Governor;  and  that  in  winter  the  colony  was 
defended  by  ice  and  in  summer  by  the  ship  fishermen. 

''  So  that  unless  theri'  was  proper  reasons  for  a  colony  they  could  sec  none  for 
a  Governor;  and  against  a  Colony  there  ai'e  not  only  the  rigours  of  the  climate 
and  the  infertility  of  the  soil  but  that  they,  the   inhabitants,  chiefly  consumed  the 

jiroducts   of  New  England   and  other   foreign   parts So  tluit  on   iho 

whole  their  Lordships  having  recourse  unto  the  IJules  of  1670  found  them  all 
so  proper  and  effectual  for  the  advantage  of  the  Trade  a-s  to  need  only  the  following 
additions  to  make  their  trade  revive  and  flourish  : — 

"That  all  Plantations  and  inhabiting  in  that  Country  be  discouraged,  and  in 
order  thereupon  that  the  Cominandi'r  of  Ilis  Majestys  Convoy  should  have  a 
Commission  to  declare  at  his  going  this  year  His  Majestys  will  and  ])lea<ure  to  all 
planters  that  tlwy  come  voluntarily  aicny  find  in  cas:' of  disobedience  tiiat  the  charter 
be  put  in  execution  next  year,  for  in  this  single  p;)iut  consists  the  validity  and  good 
eU'ect  of  the  whole  Ilegniation.  Tha'  the  Convoy  help  and  assist  those  in  their 
transportation  who  desire  to  return  home,  and  do  declare  that  if  they  choose  to 
betake  themselves  to  any  other  oi  II's  Majesty's  Plantations,  that  the  Governors 
are  wrote  unto  to  receive  them  with  a!  t.ivour. 

"  On  the  5th  ^lay  following  Hi'5  Mijesty  in  Council  thought  fit  for  the  several 
considerations  in  the  said  Report  men'.iOneu  toorder  the  Commander  of  llis  Convoy 
bound  to  Newfoundla/id  to  a:l  iionish  the  Inhabitants  either  to  return  home  to 
England,  or  to  lotalce  ^hepusuns  to  others  of  his  Plantiitions,  and  to  direct  that 
letters  be  prepai'ed  unto  Jhe  srverall  (?overnors  of  the  said  Plantations,  th^t  in  case 
any  of  the  said  Inhabitants  oi  .N'ewfoundland  should  ari'ive  within  theii  respective 
Governments,  that  they  be  ^ecei^ed  with  favour.  And  that  all  cc  ■  mi  .''  >  help  and 
assistance  towards  their  settlement  be  afforded  unto  them. 

"  And  on  the  27  Jany.  I(j75  His  Majesty  after  due  consideration  had  of  the  best 
ways  and  means  of  regulating,  securing,  and  impi'o\:ng  the  fishing  Trade  in 
Newfoundland  passed  tfie  New  Charter  which  recite,')  and  confirmed  all  the  Old 
Laws,  and  several  others  were  adtled  for  the  bettc-  Government  of  the  Fishery  : 
which  if  they  had  been  as  steadily  suppoi'ted  and  executed,  is  they  were  carefully 
concerted,  in  all  probability,  the  subjects  of  Franco  and  the  people  of  Now  England 
had  reaped  very  little  benefit  by  their  fis  leries,  and  thid  valuable  branch  of  the 
British  Trade  had  been  firmly  re-establiihod  and  secired. 

"  The  Additional  Regulations  to  tbo  Charter  .vere  as  follows : — 
"1st.  That  His  Majestys  subject'  may  take  bait  and  fish  in  Newfoundland,  and 
cut  wood  for  stages  Ac.  provided  they  Bubmit  unto  und  observe  the  Rules  and 
Orders  that  are  or  shall  be  establialied. 
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"  2n(l.  iVint  no  aVicn  taJce  halt  or  fish  betwoon  Capo  Race  and  Capo  lionavista. 

•'3rd.  That  no  Planter  cut  down  any  waud  or  Inhahlt  ivithiii  eii'  'iniks  of  the 
shore. 

"  4th.  That  no  Planter  sliall  take  up  .any  of  the  stajj;cs  &c.  before  arrival  of  the 
liblicrmcn  and  that  they  be  all  provided  for. 

"6th.  That  no  Master  of  a  fishing  vessel  transport  any  seamen  or  others  to 
Ncwfonndlnnd  unless  they  belong  to  the  ships  coiniiany. 

"  Och.  That  no  more  than  60  persons  to  the  100  Tons  bo  allowed  to  sail. 

"  7th.  That  every  fifth  Man  carried  out  of  England  be  a  green  man  and  not  a 
seaman ;  and  that  the  Masters  provide  in  England  Victuals  and  other  necessai'ies 
for  the  whole  voyage,  salt  only  excepted. 

"  8th.  That  no  vessel  do  depart  directly  for  Newfoundland  in  any  year  before 
the  Ist  of  March. 

"9th.  That  the  Masters  give  Bonds  in  £100  to  return  all  persons  to  England 
except  those  einjiloycd  in  carrying  fish  to  market. 

"  10th.  No  Master  to  take  up  any  stage  already  built  with  less  than  twentj'-five 
men.    No  fishermen  to  remain  iu  the  country  at  the  end  of  the  voyage. 

"  11th.  Admirals,  Rear- Admirals  and  Vice- Admirals  f;ro  authorised  and  required 
to  i)reservo  the  peace  in  the  Harbours  as  well  as  on  shore  and  to  sue  the  rules  of 
the  fishery  put  in  execution. 

"  12th.  To  secure  and  brinn;  home  offenders  to  England. 

"  13th.  That  they  yearly  publish  on  the  20th  of  Sepr.  these  orders. 

"  14th.  That  they  keep  journals  and  deliver  Copies  to  the  Council. 

"And  lastly  because  there  is  no  Court  Martial  in  Newfoundland  at  present, 
that  if  any  man  there  shall  kill  another,  or  steal  goods  to  the  value  of  40s.  he  shall 
bo  brought  a  prisoner  to  England,  and  his  crime  made  known  to  one  of 
!!.>[.  Principal  Secretaries  of  State  to  the  end  oi'der  may  be  given  to  punish  f<uch 
otlenders  according  to  Law. 

"Under  these  encouragements  [says  the  report]  the  "Western  Adventurers 
immediately  returned  to  the  fishery." 

Tlio  report  goes  on  to  say  : — 

Hm^cver  tlie  adventurers  being  encouraged  by  the  Lords  of  the  Committee 
to  p. it  the  laws  of  flic  charter  in  e.iei'iUlon,  they  hcjan  hi  1676  to  restrain  'he  disorilers 
of  the  riaiiters  and  to  prevent  the  transportation  of  their  servants  ;  but  thej'  wero 
restrained  upon  the  Petition  of  the  said  Planters  in  N'ovember  following  and  the 
solicitation  of  those  who  were  either  excited  by  the  hopes  of  procuring  advantage 
for  themselves  or  influenced  by  the  French  whose  fishery  mu.*  have  boon  soon 
rendered  precarious  if  the  Charter  had  been  observed." 

This  is  part  of  "  Tlio  Report  of  tlie  Lords  Commis.sionerH  for  Trade 
"  and  Plantations  to  His  IMajest}'  relating  to  the  Newtbimdland  Tiu  lo 
"  and  Fishery  dated  10  Deer.  1718." 

The  Western  Adventurers,  having  obtained  thi.s  most  inlunnan  order 
to  extirpate  the  inhabitants,  went  over  to  Newfonndland  fluslied  with 
succe.s8/  and  innnediatcly  on  their  arrival  began  the  work  of  destruction. 


'  Petition  ok  Thomas  Mautix, 

2'.l  .lai'.y  ir.77. 

"  I  liiivc  bffii  in  the  tniili'  from  a  hoy  and 

now  coiiiimiiikI  a  shipp.     The   Fishermen    Iiy 

llicir  hitc   I'litcnt  en)!  all  that   Jiait  where  tlie 

KnL'h^h  eniv  tlu'irii>li  in  St.  Jolni's  tlieir  own. 


Coniiiifr  i'l'om  the  West  Indies  in  1670  I 
asked  the  tlien  admiral  for  roomo  for  my 
sailing-  crew  to  fish  and  eure.  He  answered 
I  was  an  alien  and  not  concerned  in  the 
Patent  aud  therefore  I  was  forced  to  hire  a 
stage. 
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THOEXTO'S   rUADI.NG   TART  OF   -NEWFOVXDLAM),  WITH  INSET   PLANS  OF  SI.  Jull.NS  A>U  TRIN'ITY. 

From  the  Enylish  I'ilot,  i6^<j, 
I     p.  2729.  X 
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The  king  hsid  delivered  their  enemies  the  plantei-s  into  their  hands,  so 
they  considered  they  had  lull  lihei  ty  to  wreak  tlieir  vengeance.  Tlie  poor 
settlcsrs  at  first  were  friglitened  and  dismayed  ;  there  was  terrible  havoc 
and  damage ;  Oxford  says  "  fifteen  liundred  men  would  not  in  three 
weeks  repair  the  wanton  injury  and  desti-uction  "  connnitted  in  the  first 
few  days  by  these  brutal  adventurers.^ 

However,  the  planters,  though  taken  at  first  by  surprise,  ljande<l 
themselves  together  under  the  leadership  of  tiie  four  most  prominent 
settlei-s  in  the  Colony,  Pynn,  John  Downing,-  Oxford,  and  Geo.  Kirke. 
The  Pynns,  a  gallant  race,  long  settled  in  Harbour  Grace,  stuck  to  their 
rights,  and  sharply  attacked  'heir  assailants  ;  Oxford  and  John  Downing 
headed  the  defence  in  St.  Jo;.i)'s,  and  George  Kirke  took  command  on 
the  southern  shore.  Immedia  ulv  Sir  John  Berry,''  connnander  of  the 
convoy,  and  Captain  Davis  '  ari'isci  Miey  put  a  stop  to  further  attacks. 
John  Downing,  the   son  of  a  former  governor,  was  electe<l  by  all  the 
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'  Thomas  Oxfohp's  Pktitton. 

"  Tlie  hiiinlile  Petition  of  Tlioniiis  Oxford 
^rerchant  and  late  Inhi\hitaiit  of  St.  .lolin's. 

"  That  he  and  his  predecesfiors  have  been 
possessed  of  houses  stages  &c.  in  the  said 
Harbour  of  St.  John's  for  about  seventy  years 
but  of  late  they  not  able  to  eall  anything  their 
own  by  reasoii  of  West  Country  men,  who 
pretend  as  priveledge  not  only  to  take  away 
iioiises  &c.,  but  threatened  their  persons  both 
by  blows  and  imprisonment  which  l.ath 
caused  your  Petitioner  and  family  to  quit 
that  Country  almost  to  his  utter  ruine.  Sueh 
damage  was  done  last  year  in  severall 
Harbmirs,  that  fifteen  hundred  men  in  tlie 
Harbour  of  St.  John's  will  hardly  make  good 
the  damage  done  there  in  three  weeks,  besides 
the  loss  of  their  goods  which  they  violently 
take  away.  Petitioner  prays  for  redress. 
Petitions  for  a  (ioveinor  with  great  guns  and 
ammunition  and  an  Orthodox  Minister,  who 
they  will  maintain  at  their  r.wu  cost,  so  that 
those  removed  may  be  invited  to  return  &c." 
{Board  of  Trade.) 

-  E.XTKACTS  from  T^eports  in  which 
John  Downing  is  mentioned. 

"Acc't  of  ye  Inhabitants  in  St.  John's 
Harbour  &  Quitevide  thereunto  belonging 
with  their  names  and  what  wives  and  children 
they  have  as  also  their  men  and  women 
servants  and  boats  they  employ. 


In  St.  .Tolm's 
Harbour. 


c 
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Jiibu  DowniuK       •    ni    OO    ().■)    (I2    15    12    05 
Bec'd  the  lltb  Oct.  1680. 


An  Ace't  of  ve  Planters  belonging  to 
St.  John's  Harbour  l()8-_>. 


Planters'  Names. 


Jiio.  Downing 


P.        > 
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^  Sir  John  Uerry,  whose  humane  exertions 
and  firmness  mainly  prevented  the  expulsion 
of  the  settlers,  began  life  as  a  West  Country 
fisherman  in  Newfoundland  ;  his  brother  was 
also  in  the  fish  trade.  His  career  was  a  very 
remarkable  one.  He  joined  the  Koyal  Navj- 
first  as  a  boatsv.i.iii  in  the  Sirallow  ketch ; 
for  his  gallantry  under  the  following  eircum- 
staiiees,  the  (iovernor  of  Jamaica  made  him 
a  lieutenant: — The  Su'a//oii',  Captain  Insam, 
was  sent  to  capture  a  pirate.  They  found 
the  enemy  at  anchor  ofF  Hispaniola.  Insam 
had  only  40  men  and  eight  guns,  whilst  the 
pirate  had  20  guns  and  00  men.  Insam  did 
not  want  to  fight.  Herry  ordered  him  into 
his  cabin,  took  command,  and  gallantly  cap- 
tured the  pirate ;  he  was  tried  by  court 
martial  for  coercing  his  commander,  but 
honourably  acquitted.  Sir  John  is  described 
in  the  liinyraphia  Naiitica  as  a  great, 
gallant  and  good  man,  who  had  received  the 
honour  of  knighthood  for  his  bravery  against 
the  Dutch  at  the  battle  of  Solebaj  ;  he  bad  a 
pension  from  the  king. 


*  Captain    Davis,    U,X 
gaged  iu  the  Newfoundland 


bad  been    en- 
trade  as  a  West 
Country  skipper  before  be  was  piomoted  to 
the  Hoyal  Navy. 
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inhabitants  as  their  representative  and  delegate  to  proceed  to  England 
and  defend  their  rights. 

To  appreciate  the  full  measure  of  this  iniijuitous  order  to  destroy 
the  property  of  the  Newfoundland  planters  and  to  force  them  out  of 
the  country,  we  must  pause  for  a  moment  to  consider  their  position. 
Merchants  and  planters  had  been  settled  in  8t.  John'.s  and  around  the 
coast  for  many  years  anterior  even  to  Gilbert's  arrival.  The  tilt  and 
the  log  hut  had  long  disappeared  ;  they  lived  in  sul)stantial,  cond'ortable 
wooden  houses.  Everyone  acquainted  with  the  Newfoundland  trade  is 
aware  of  the  niunber  of  buildings  that  are  required,  and  how  large 
is  the  expense  of  a  great  tishing  establishment.  Baiidoin  speaks  of 
the  great  wealtli  of  the  settlers  at  Carbonear  and  Harbour  Grace. 
Captain  Davis,  R.N.,  a  good  authoritj^  speaks  of  one  thousand  two 
liundred  settlers.  A  great  many  of  these  planters  w^ere  sul)stantial  men  ; 
who  not  oidy  hud  their  houses,  stages,  tfcc,  and  all  the  parajjhernalia 
of  the  Newfoundland  business ;  they  also  possessed  cleared  land,  horses, 
cattle,  sheep,  Szc.  Downing  himself  was  conspicuous  as  a  farmer ;  ho 
had  a  small  plantation  near  the  present  Virginia  Lake,  known  to  the 
old  settlers,  and  called  on  the  old  maps  "  Downing's  Pond."  By  this 
peremptory  order  of  January  27,  1G76,  all  the  Newfoundland  settlers 
were  called  upon  immediately  to  relin(push  their  property,  to  suiTender 
at  a  moment's  notice  the  patient  labour  of  a  litetirae. 

Englishmen  accustomed  to  their  own  highly  cultivated  land,  the 
labour  of  many  generations,  can  hardly  understand  the  strong  ties  of 
affection  which  bound  the  Newfoundlanders  to  their  rugged  homes. 
Their  little  gardens  and  fields  were  rude  nvd  rough  eonq^ared  with 
English  culture,  but  they  were  the  work  of  their  own  '..aiKls ;  the  apj)le 
trees  and  small  bushes  l)rought  from  th<  old  country,  tended  with  losing 
care,  had  developed  and  blossomed  and  borne  fruit,  the  admiration  and 
wonder  of  the  little  settlement.  To  be  driven  from  home  and  the 
smiling  fields  and  gardens,  carved,  or  as  Downing  puts  it,  "  cleansed  from 
the  wildernesse,"  was  a  terrible  wrench  at  theii-  heart  st)ings,  a  separation 
that  .seemed  like  death. 

The  poet  has  sung  to  us  of  the  soitows  of  Evangeline  and  of  the 
evictions  from  Grraid  Pre.  The  Acadians  were  not  in  a  more  miserable 
plight  than  tlie  pooi"  Newfoundland  .settlers  'luring  that  long  period 
from  1G75  to  1G77,  whilst  the  terrible  edict  hung  over  their  heads. 
With  what  anxiety  in  their  lonely  homes  they  awaited  during  the  weary 
winter  months  the  result  of  Downing's  mission ! 

Tiie  ministry,  gagged  and  bound  by  the  bribes  of  Child  and  his 
colleagues,  were  for  a  time  deaf  to  the  urgent  demands  tVoni  the  colonists 
for  protection  against  these  barbarous  attacks.     Bye-and-bye,  however, 
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the  eloquent  appeal  of  Downing  and  his  counsel  began  to  stir  public 
opinion.  There  wei'e  n>any  West  Country  towns  that  gave  the  settlers 
strong  suji]x)it.     John  Carter,  Mayor  of  Poole,  sent — 

"  A  set  of  reasons  why  the  Inbabitunts  should  not  be  removed  signed  by  several 
Merchants  and  Masters  of  Ships  which  for  many  years  have  nsed  the  tiade  of 
fishiDg  there."  [Tliey  declare]  "  the  Inhabitants  are  faithful  subjects  and  that 
the  most  eminent  of  them  now  resident  there,  were  forced  over  in  the  time  of  the 
late  civil  war  for  their  loyalty  to  His  Majesty."  ' 

Besides  the  assistance  the  settlers  received  from  Poole  and  Weymouth, 
there  seems  to  ha\e  been  a  strong  party  on  their  side  both  in  Bideford 
and  Barnstaple.  All  the  man-of-war  officers  were  with  the  settlers. 
A  careful  examination  of  the  lengthy  documents  put  forward  by  both 
sides  shows  how  well  Downing  worked  up  his  case.  There  was  a  most 
protracted  debate  ;  '  the  do'  ''^ion,  long  hung  iu  the  balance,  was  at  last 
given  in  favour  of  tl:.!  plr.u.Aus. 

Sir  John  Berry  and  Captain  Davis  and  several  other  enlightened 
West  Countr}-  n\en  f-.nne  '^'n-wai-^  \ith  such  arguments  on  behalf  of  the 
planters,  that  even  the  Court  );ad  to  give  way.  A  peremptory  order 
lii'st  went  forth  l)y  the  ship  St.  John's  Merchant,  leaving  Dartmouth  in 
March  IU77,  directing  the  mastei"s  and  seamen  to  fox'bear  all  violence  to 
the  planter^  ;  and  iu  May  came  the  following  order : — 

"  That  the  Planters  in  Newfoundland  be  continued  in  possession  of  their  Houses 
and  stages  according  to  the  u.suage  of  the  last  years,  until  further  orders."  ^ 

As  the  reader  will  see  from  the  petition  of  Oxford,'  they  asked  for 
protection  for  the  future.      Their  children  were  growing  up  without 


'  liecorils. 

-  The  followiiifir  letter  iB  in  the  riijmouth 
Records ;  I'rowse  was  very  active  oi\  the 
sttt lets'  side:  — 

R.  PuowsK  TO  W'yi.  Gould. 
U  March  ItiTO. 

"  We  hearo  of  your  bad  success  at  the 
choice  of  Mr,  Heyuell  that  your  boone  coni- 
pauioii  were  too  liiird  a  party  for  you.  I 
suppose  you  hardly  return  bet'ore  the  ternie 
because  tis  supposed  the  House  niiiy  not  sit 
above  14  days  longer  therefore  1  advise  you 
that  your  Newfoundland  business  is  passed 
till'  King  in  Councill  and  the  Duke  of  York 
is  by  one  order  to  be  attended,  the  Attorney 
Genendl  by  another,  and  there  is  another 
order  that  is  to  eouie  down  to  strengthen  ye 
business  before  it  ])asses  into  a  Patent.  1  am 
out  of  purse  already  &c.  iS;e.  aud  am  taken 
sick. 

"  Yours, — K.  Pkows." 

There  is  also  a  letter  to  Wni,  Gould 
about  1{.  I'rowse,  froin  which  it  appears  he 


was  trying  in  a  small  way,  by  presents,  to 
counteract  the  bribes  of  the  other  side. 

•*  Jiecortls. 

■•  Pnoi'OSAi.s  of  Wm.  Downino 

AND  Thomas  0.\foui>  on  behalf  of  the 

Inhabitants. 

(Kecd.  29  April  1679.) 

"  To  fortify  St.  John's,  naturally  very 
stronqr,  with  twenty  five  guns  and  two  hundred 
small  arms  and  s:nne  small  arms  to  defend  the 
creek  Que  de  Vide  to  prevent  surprise.  'J'his 
Que  de  Vide  is  a  place  where  a  few  skiffs  fish, 
cleared  through  the  rocks  by  some  Inhabitants 
of  St.  .John's,  as  well  as  other  conveniences 
about  that  harbour  to  the  value  of  some  of 
thousands  of  pounds. 

"  To  fortify  Carboniere  with  fifteen  great 
gi'es  aud  eighty  suuill  arnrs.  Salvadge  forty 
leagues  i"rom  St.  .lohn's  being  about  seven 
years  since  cleared  and  possessed  oidy  by 
I  ihabitant.s,  never  before  used  by  any  to 
f.  ,r'il'y  it,  ten  guns  and  t.'ighty  small  arms 
I'Vtrylaud   seveutecu    guns   aud    a    hundred 
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the  ordinances  of  religion,  there  was  no  one  to  command  or  organize 
in  case  of  defence,  and  there  were  no  fortifications. 

They  were  not  .allowed,  however,  to  have  the  Governor,  esf^iblished 
minister,  or  forts  they  prayed,  for.  The  residents  offered  to  group 
themselves  in  any  towns  or  liarbours  selected  by  the  Government,  to 
assist  about  fortitications,  and  to  bear  their  share  of  all  expenses. 

It  is  only  on  the  assumption  of  bribery  that  we  can  explain  the 
minister's  obstinacy  in  refusing  to  organize  the  defences  of  the  Colony. 
France,  their  ancient  enemy,  was 
at  their  gate ;  twice  tlie  Dutch  had 
successfully  attacked  St.  John's  and 
Ferryland.  De  Ruyter  declared  when 
he  captured  St.  John's  on  the  Gth  of 
June  1(505,  that  if  there  had  been  six 
guns  mounted  he  would  not  have 
ventured  in. 


The  commerce  between  Newfound- 
land and  the  North  American  Colonies, 
generally  referred  to  in  our  Records 
as  "  New  England,"  but  which  at  this 
period  embraced  New  Yoi'k  and 
Philadelphia,  had  risen  from  its 
modest     commencement     in    1G45    to 

considerable  dimensions  ;  it  was  largely  increased  during  the  time  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

The  New  Englanders,  it  has  been  noticed,'  were  mostly  traders,  not 
fishermen.  They  found  a  lucrative  market  for  inferior  fish,  first  in 
the  English  West  India  Islands,  an<l  afterwards  amongst  the-  French, 


ADMIRAL  UK   RUYTER. 


eniidl  arms.  Ffonnous  eighteen  fjuns  and 
sixty  small  arms.  In  ivhat  other  Ilarhoiirs 
besides  St.  .Tcdin's  it  shall  he  thought  tltt  for 
them  to  settle,  it  is  not  desired  to  give  any 
hindrance  to  the  Fishing  ships  but  they  may 
fish  in  any  of  these  plnces,  the  Inhabitants 
enjoying  sueh  convenient  houses  and  stages 
as  thev  have  formerly  built  and  now  enjoy 
and  no  more,  but  as  their  children  grow  up 
they  may  aecordingly  eidarge. 

"  That  a  Government  may  be  settled  to 
defend  them  and  the  Co'-ntry  especially 
against  the  French,  who  ar.  very  poweriuil 
there,  and  against  some  West  Country 
Merchants  whom  they^  have  long  groaned 
under. 

"  For  the  preservation  of  navigation  they 
desire  to  pass  their  men  back  and  forward 
by  freight  or  hyer Inhabitants  will  be 


always  willing  to  protect  boats  left  by  fishing 
ships 

"  The  Inhabitants  desire  (to  prevent 
mulioions  pretence)  that  an  e<iual  number  if 
blasters  be  with  them  to  decide  all  ditferenees. 

"  (incen  Elizabeth  was  proclaimed  Queen 
of  the  Whole  Country  but  now  the  French 
enjoy  two  thirds  and  so  far  from  complaints 
of  them  by  West  Country  men  tliat  they 
would  not  owne  any  settled  there  although 
too  much  apparent,  as  appears  liy  the  oathes 
of  Oxford  T.  C.  Martin  and  N.  Trout  and 
Masters  of  Convoys.  They  humbly  beg  the 
Governor  may  have  power  over  both  Inhabi- 
tants and  fishermen  equally,  and  that  they 
may  have  a  Minister  and  iTortificafions  and 
what  also  Your  Honourable  Hoard  think  fit." 
—  {/ionnl  of  Trade,  Neirfonndlaiid.) 

'  See  p.  153. 
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Dutcli,  and  Spanisli  possessions;  they  wcuv  not  ullowcil  l)y  the  French 
or  Spaniards  to  trade  with  their  Islamls,  i'xce|)t  to  barter  Hsh  for 
molasses;  they  canu-  first  to  Newfoundland  with  cattle,  corn,  lunihi'r, 
lime,  salted  heef,  pork,  pitch,  kc.  In  the  coinse  of  fifty  years  the 
Elnj^lish  planters,  who  had  previously  obtained  a'l  their  provisions 
from  England  hy  IfiSO,  received  i  ■  irly  all  their  supplies  from  New 
En<fland. 

The  planters'  best  fish,  known  already  in  the  trade  as  "  prime 
merchantahle  codfish,"  was  sold  to  the  Enfflish  merchants  or  to  traders, 
who  came  in  the  sack  i-hips  ;  the  paj'ment  was  always  made  hy  hills  on 
England  at  GO  or  90  days;  tliese  drafts  were  the  usunl  currency  of 
the  Colony.  Except  for  occasional  payments  in  these  bills  or  in  gold 
the  tiade  between  British  North  America  and  oui-  Island  was  essentially 
a  barter  trade. 

The  New  Englanders,  the  steadfast  friends  of  the  Newfoundlanders, 
and  zealous  for  their  own  rights  and  libeities,  gave  material  aid  in  the 
fierce  struggle  with  th(!  West  Countrymen.  Child  and  his  colleagues 
were  fiercer  against  them  even  than  against  tlu;  Newfoundland  planters ; 
one  witness  declares  the  New  Englanders  sj)oke  infamou.sly  about  His 
Sacred  Majesty  King  Charles  II. 

There  was  a  constant  intercourse  between  the  two  countries.  West 
Country  servants  smuggled  away  came  back  in  a  few  setisons  as 
genuine  New  England  men  :  they  cursed,  and  drank,  and  swore,  in  a 
way  to  horrify  tlie  Piuitan  divines,  biit  being  good  sailors  and  good 
fishermen  their  bla.sphemies  were  forgiven;  "ungodly  men  and  swearers, 
fishermen  chiefly  from  Newfoundhmd,"  is  Hubbard's  description  of 
them. 

BesidjFS  their  trade  in  produce  and  West  India  fish  for  the  negroes, 
and  the  Weatherfield  onion  business,  the  Americans  soon  drove  a  big  trade 
in  rum.^  Arteinus  Wai'd  speaks  of  the  New  England  rum  and  the  measles 
as  equally  disagreeable.  No  doubt  the  compound  was  villainous,  it  was 
probably  worse  than  the  Spanish  aguardiente,  or  the  worst  French  brandy. 
It  had,  however,  two  distinct  merits  for  the  fishermen,  it  was  very 
strong  and  very  cheap.  Prol)al)ly  the  planter  bought  it  whok'sale  fer 
not  mo)-e  than  2.5  cents  a  gallon ;  by  17H0  it  was  retailed  out  to 
fishermen  at  31  "20  a  gallon,  more  than  double  the  old-fashioned 
price. 


'  It  is  said  lh.it  previous  to    th*-   com-  first  saved  and  put  into  casks  to  he  hrought 

menceincnt  of  this  trade,  inoliisscs  was  tlirowa  to   New  Kiigland  and    distilled   into  rum. — 

away  by  tlie  planters,  and  tliat  this  article,  (Saiiixe.) 
now  so  extensively  used  in   commerce,  was 


II 
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Tlio  American  coloiUHts  at  thin  period  did  a  trade,  mostly  contraltand, 
till  over  the  world ;  besideH  sendinfj  fish  to  mai'ket,  they  were  niiniinj^ 
ne^'ioes  from  Africa,  whaling,  smugLjling,  and  freijuently  Helling  their  tine 
ships  in  England.  One  gi'eat  business  iii  Newfoun<lland  was  stealing 
servants  from  the  West  Cimntrymen,  For  his  passage  the  kidnapped 
tisherman  had  to  serve  a  long  period,  as  a  kind  of  white  bond  slave. 
Probably  Massaelmsett's  gave  a  premium  on  the  introiluction  of  desirable 
emigrants  ;  but,  however  that  may  be,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
servants  were  smuggled  away.  The  colonial  recorda  are  full  of 
statements  to  that  eti'ejt,  of  which  tlie  following  is  an  example : — 

"  Rkport  of  Captiiin  Danikl  Joxks,  R.N.,  H.M.S.  Diamond. 

"  Bay  Bulls  12th  Sepr.  1682. 

"  Did  not  arrive  until  Aug.  23d  Admiralty  instruitions  to  sail  1st  Sopr.  with 
convoy  weather  permitting.  I  have  sent  to  your  Honour  four  Bonds  for  I  find 
none  that  violate  your  rules  so  much  as  ye  Traders  from  New  England  spiriting 
away  men.  1  was  an  eye  witness  of  one  at  St.  John's  coming  in  with  11  hands  and 
sailing  with  20  in  addition  had  not  my  pinnace  brought  him  to  anchor.  So  I  took 
bonds  of  the  New  England  men  and  acquainted  Captain  Wren  of  H.M.S. 
Centurion.  Bad  fishery  only  l.'jO  qtls.  jier  boat,  not  as  good  as  reported  the 
French  have  made.  Nothing  but  confusion  and  disorder  hero  they  require  a 
Govemour. 

"  Bonds  of  John  Sawley  of  Salem,  Mass.,  of  Geo.  Snell  of  Portsmouth  or 
Piacadawcry  New  Hampshire  of  Thomas  Harvey  of  Portsmouth  N.H.  and  of 
William  Pepperill  of  Portsmouth  N.H.,  not  to  take  away  men  from  Newfoundland."  ' 

Treworgie  had  combined  in  his  person  the  anomalous  positions  of 
chief  factor  to  the  New  England  merchants  in  Newfoundland  and  the 
governorship  of  the  Colony ;  he  was  a  perfectly  honest  man,  and  seems 
to  have  performed  both  duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  employers.  At 
his  death  the  position  of  chief  factor  of  the  American  colonies  fell  to 
Mr.  Gould,  who  appears  on  all  occasions  during  this  reign  as  represent- 
ing New  England,  and  advocating  their  interests  in  opposition  to  the 
English  fishermen. 

It  is  impossible  now  to  give  any  exact  figures  about  the  colonial 
trade  with  Newfoundland  ;  it  was  carried  on  in  an  underhand  ^.'!'v  ;  its 
operations  were  carefully  concealed  from  the  captains  of  the  Ri,_)  li  Navy. 
In  their  annual  reports  the  only  notices  to  be  found  of  the  Americans 
are  accounts  of  their  "  spiriting  away"  tlie  West  Countrymen's  servants. 
When  Downing  writes  of  eight  New  England  vessels  coming  to  the 
Island  he  must  have  meant  St.  John's ;  he  had  no  means  of  knowine: 
how  many  other  vessels  visited  the  distant  outports,  and  traded  ott' their 
goods  for  fish  and  fui's,  berries,  cod's-tongues  and  fish-sounds,  taking 
their  balances  in  merchants'  bills  on  England.     Early  in  the  eighteenth 

'  Board  of  Trade,  Newfuunnland. 


-m 


i«; 


I 


200 


UEIUN  OF  CHARLES  II. 


eontury  at  It'iist  forty  '  vessels  rame  from  the  Atnerienn  colonies  io 
NewfoumllaiKi  ;  I'Mlliscr  estiiiiMted  the  trade  in  17(i')  at  half  a  iiiillioii 
•  l()l!ar.s  annually,  iiiid  liy  the  coinnieneenient  of  tiic  Kevolution  il  hml 
risen  to  one  and  a  half  millions  of  dolhirs. 

By  the  end  of  Cliarle.s  11. 'h  rei^m  New  Enj^land  hail  so  marvellously 
increased  and  extended  her  agvicultuial  and  connnercial  operations  that 
she  was  pretty  well  ahle  to  supply  (un-  Island  planters  with  nearly 
everything'  they  rei|uired.'^  Tlie  two  countries  on  which  tin;  wiath  of  tht; 
West  Coinitiyman  and  Cliild  was  pcaired  out  are  singularly  enough 
lrelan<l  and  New  England.  The  monopolists  ti'eat  both  these  <j;)'eat 
En<flish  dependencies  iis  finvi^ni  countries,  and  decidedly  hostile  and 
opposed  to  the  interests  of  En^^land. 

The  fault  of  poor  Erin,  her  glaring  offence  in  the  eyes  of  the; 
Devonshire  men,  was  her  woollen  manufactures,  w  liieh  were  ahsuidly 
cheap  and  remarkably  good  ;  in   the  plantations  they  were,  like  Irish 

'  Amkuican  Vessels  comin(i  to  Ni;wi'()iNi)r,\Nn  in  1098. 
[Mnny  of  these  vessels  made  several  voyages  to  the  Isliinil  in  eaeh  yeiir.] 
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{/ioard  of  Trade,  Newfoundland.) 

*  By    iibout    1C90    New    lingliind    was  of  medicine,  and  some  prarden  seeds,  "live 

expovtinff  boots  and  shoes  to  Newfoundland.  hopjrs    iiiul   fowles,"    19    hnshels   of   turnips. 

In  the  manifest  of  a  cargo  sent  for  the  u-e  3  bushels  of  carrots.    111  hhds.  of  molasses, 

of  the  St.  John's  garrison  in  l(i97  are  200  and  1  hhd.  of  "  Yorke  Tobacco"  {Board  of 

pairs  of  shoes,  200  pairs  of  stockings,  26  boxes  Trade). 
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|)()i'k  uiul  Ti-isU  Ix^L'f  !i!iil  Iri.Hli  "  youiiyMtcis,'"  '  half  tho  price  of  the 
Eii^'lish  article,  and  .somehow  they  got  to  be  the  leadiiiff  .staples  in  the 
New  fount  Hand  trade.  The  cheapest  goodn  Imve  always  botin  tho  ones 
Helected  for  the  planters'  and  fi.shernien'8  use. 

It  was  to  Imy  these  Iri.sh  woollens,  "  Fii.ses,  Hamlel-cloths,"  "  stock  ins," 
pork,  beef,  butter,  and  to  cnj^'age  Irish  .servants,  that  the  We.st  Country- 
men first  toucheil  at  Waterford  and  Cork  on  their  way  out  to  New- 
foundland, and  thus  connnenced  tho  Irish  Newfoundland  trade  in 
"  younjifsters  "  and  provisions. 

The  first  Irishmen  in  the  Colony  were  these  youngsters,  .shipped  for 
two  sumnieis  and  a  winter  ;  as  Baudoin  tells  us,  they  were  .sei'vants  to 
the  English,  who  treated  them  ill.  During  the  troul)led  times  of  KiOO, 
the  period  of  the  wars  in  Irelan<l  and  the  battle  of  the  Boyne,  the  pea.sants 
were  only  too  glad  to  flee  from  the  country,  .so  tho  bye-boat  keepers  took 
them  out  in  the  West  Country  vessels  in  still  larger  numbers.  B}'  this 
time  it  hail  become  an  et.tablislied  practice  for  the  Devon.shire  vessels  to 
call  at  Waterford,  Cork,  and  other  harbours  on  the  .south  coast  of  Ii'eland, 
princi[)ally  Waterford,  t(j  take  in  a  sujiply  of  pv  visions,  manufactures, 
and  youngsters.  I  notice  a  request  of  the  merchants  in  1090  for  the 
convoy  to  call  at  Cork  for  forty-eight  hours. 

Gradually  these  brave  Irish  boys  amalgamated  with  the  EnL;lish 
settlers,  married  the  planters'  daughters,  and  liecame  an  importiint  part 
of  the  resident  popvdation  ;  compared  however  with  tho  English,  their 
numbers  at  first  were  small.  Tho  large  Irish  population  now  resident 
about  St.  John's  and  the  southern  portion  of  the  Island  is  chiefly  the 
result  of  the  emigration  to  this  country  which  took  place  at  tho  end  of 
the  eighteenth  and  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

Lest  I  should  Ixi  accused  of  putting  tho  case  against  tho  ship 
fishermen  too  strongly,  the  last  of  their  proposals  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.,  on  tlie  much  disputed  question  of  settling  the  Colony 
"  with  a  governor,  a  minipter,  forts,  and  great  guns,"  is  given.  In  1G80, 
the  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Plantations,  who  were  merely  tho  mouth- 
pieces of  Devonshire,  deciared  : — 

"  That  to  entrust  the  roguiating  of  the  fishery  in  a  Governor  will  tend  prently 
to  the  i)rejuclice  of  the  Newfoundland  fisiiery.  .  .  .  But  if  His  ^Injesty  should 
think  fit  to  fortify  the  Harbor  of  St.  John's  and  to  make  a  rTovernor  of  tho  Fort 
and  to  arm  tho  Governor  with  a  military  ])ower  to  command  the  i)eo])le  of  that 
country  (on  occislon)  for  their  defence,  and  with  civil  ])ower  for  punishing  vice  and 
keeping  good  order— ivifhout  having  any  pouer  over  the  Fisherij  or  infringing  the 

'  In  the  ordinary  way  a  ynunfrster  in  just  as  a  hoy  in  Ireland  is  an  unmarried  niau 
Newfoundland   meant  an  iiumarriod  serviuit,       and  vnnaius  a  boy  even  when  he  is  eijfhty. 
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charter — they  thonglit  tho  Bainc  might  bo  of  good  use,  and  no  luejudice  to  tliu 
Trade  and  His  Majesty's  Customs."  ' 

The  same  aide  statesmen  a  few  yeai's  later  modified  their  opinion 
about  phinters.  France  liad  just  invaded  the  Ishmd,  and  laid  all  the 
fishing  establi.sliments  in  I'uins.  The  ('oinnii.ssioners  then  expressed  their 
opinion,  after  referring  to  the  necessity  for  forts  and  soldiers': — 

"  That  Planters  in  incderate  numbers  were  at  all  times  convenient  for  the 
ireparation  and  prcs.-rvation  of  boats,  stages,  and  other  things  necessary  for  the 
llshei-y  hut  they  shoulil  note.eceol  one  thdits.inl."  ' 

There  is  one  further  suggestion,  somewhat  \aUir,  from  a  military 
Solomon, — the  lieutenant-governor  of  the  Island,  Major  Elford  : — 

"  That  they  allow  no  women  to  land  in  the  Island  and  that  means  should 
be  adopted  to  remove  thos"  that  were  there."  ' 

We  can  luirdly  credit  rational  human  beings  with  the  production  of 
these  barbarous  ordinances  for  the  extirpation  of  Bi-itish  colonists,  and 
their  still  more  absurd  restrictions  ;  they  )'ead  mo!e  like  the  production 
of  some  mi.schievous  demon — the  grotesque  laws  for  some  Gargantuan 
island  or  the  territory  of  the  Yahoos — than  the  sober  pio  lueticn  of 
English  statesmen. 

The  eight  years  succeeding  the  defeat  of  the  project  to  expel  the 
settlers  are  n  it  very  eveiitlul  ones  in  the  history  of  Newfoundland  ; 
the  agitation  for  a  g.)vernor  was  still  kept  up.  By  far  the  ablest 
nrgumi'ut  on  this  subject  is  from  the  pen  of  Sir  Robert  Robinson,  for 
many  years  capt-iin-of-convoy  on  the  coast.  He  pdintsout  very  forcibly 
that,  owing  to  the  terrorism  of  the  West  Countrymen,  many  of  the 
planters  had  gone  to  live  with  the  French,  and — 

'  the  chii'fest  have  fjone  to  NxiW  England."  That  by  a  settled  Government  and 
harbours  fortified  they  will  avoid  the  abuses  of  the  uiigovcrned  seamen,  who  deal 
with  them  as  they  please.  They  will  bo  preserved  from  sea  rovei-s  and  enemies; 
have  a  Minister  to  christen,  instruct,  marry,  and  bury  them ;  and  they  will  have 
ecpial  i  ,tice  which  will  greatly  encourage  all  except  those  who  desire  to  live 
under  no  Government,  but  in  all  things  to  be  their  own  carvers." 

But  the  strongest  argumer»t  of  all  was  the  danger  of  a  French 
invasion.     One  per  cent,  on   the  fish  caught  would   have   borne  all  the 


'  liecords. 

*  Petition  of  William  Downing. 

"That  whereas  on  11th  Oct.  last  the 
Lords  of  Trade  iimde  an  order  about  settle- 
ment Newfo\uidland  ander  Goveraaient  iiud 
fortifications  : 

"  That  there  is  now  an  account  jjiven  to 
your  petition  that  (the  inhubitantH  havinK  no 
security  and  utterly  disparing  of  redress)  the 
greater    part   have    bought   vessels  whereby 


(upon  the  h'-st  alaram  of  wars)  they  n'ay 
ri.iiove  to  otluu'  I'luntatious  and  t'.ie  rest  are 
already  retirein<r  nearer  tlie  French  and 
declare  they  will  put  themselves  under  their 
prott'ction :  All  which  on  oath  if  re(iuired. 
And  that  the  season  again  drawetli  nifjh  for 
the  ships  to  go  thither.  Yo'ir  |  etiiiouer 
therefore  most  humbly  prays  for  a  speedy 
nouclusion  of  the  settleuient  Jtc." 

[Not  endorsed,  prob.  1083.] 
( Hoard  of  Trade,  Netrfoundland). 
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motlevate  expens3  ro(][uireil  for  an  established  gavernmenfc,  f(jrts,'  artillery, 

jind  a  minister  : — 

"  If  the  French  [says  Robinson]  should  take  it,  wher.'as  they  now  employ  about 
four  hundred  call  ami  cifi;htcen  thousiind  scaTuen  and  the  English  three  hundred 
sail  and  fifteen  thousand  seamen,  they  would  enijdoy  seven  Inindred  ships  and 
thirty  thousand  seamen,  and  the  Englisli  bo  bhut  out  of  £71)0,000  yearly  ;  besides 
which  the  French  would  make  double  that  sum.  The  Newfoundland  fishery  is  the 
great  nursery  for  seamen.  If  the  French  should  add,  what  the  English  have 
])lauted  there,  to  what  they  possess  already  in  Canada,  Nova  Scotia  and  other 
jilaces  thereabouts,  they  would  b(!  bid  neighbours  to  His  ilajesty's  flourishing 
rip.ntations  of  New  England,  New  York,  and  Virginia." 


TllOUNTO.N'S  MAT,   IfiHU. 

From  tlw  Knolish  PiUit. 


Robinson  grossly  exaggerated  numbers,  but  liis  argument  is 
unanswerable  as  re;:ards  the  danger  to  all  North  America  from  the 
French    encroachments  in   Newfoundland.      West   Country  obstinacy, 


'    I'UOPOSKn   lU'lI.DINO   OF    A   FORT    AT 

St.  .Toun's  in  1080. 

On   April   5,  Sir   Robt.    Robinson    asks 

IcRve  to  be  allowed  to  use  his  crew  and  such 

I'lanters  as  are  willing  to  raise  fortifications, 

which  sbttU  be  done  %ith  no  expense  except 


a  little  brandy  to  the  crew  for  labouriiif^. 
[This  was  probably  the  coinmencenient  of  a 
fort  on  the  site  of  Fort  William ;  it  is  referred  to 
in  1C96  and  1C97  in  the  Invasion  by  D'lber- 
ville  and  Urouillon.] 
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however,  still  opposed  all  reasonable  pi'oposals  to  defend  the  Colony 
from  such  an  oljvious  danger.  A  few  years  later  they  suffered  terribly 
for  their  refusal  to  listen  to  reason.  There  was  a  strong  party  on 
Robinson's  side  ;  he  tried  to  bring  over  the  Duke  of  York  (afterwards 
James  II.)  to  his  views,  but,  like  his  brother,  iie  was  the  recii)ient  of 
large  bribes  from  Child  and  his  associates — the  Pai'lianient  also  of  that 
day  was  utterly  corrupt — and  so  his  efforts  had  no  result. 

The  Colony  was  left  to  drift  along,  a  prey  to  every  enemy.     Each 
year  the  naval  officers  on  the  station  made  reports  on  the  wanton  aggres- 
sion of  the  ship  fishermen,'  the  disorders  in  the  Island,  and  the  need  fr 
a  settled  goveriiniunt ;  but  it  Avas  all  to  no  purpose.     During  the  lattt 


Tt.\y  OF  ST.  JOHN'S   IS   1089. 

Ffdin  Thornton's  Map. 

j'ears  of  Charles  II. 's  reign  there  were  no  attacks  from  the  French  ;  Vtoth 
nations  quietly  fished  without  disturbing  each  other.  Like  ourselves, 
the. French  had  no  military  or  naval  power,  their  fortresses  were  in 
ruins,  and  there  was  not  a  single  royal  soldier  or  sailor  in  any  of  their 
settlements."  The  parent  Government  was  busily  employed  in  Europe  ; 
and  pfter  the  first  outliur.st  of  energy  in  1G()2,  the  soldiers  were  with- 
drawn, and  their  defences  were  entirely  neglected  ;  they  selduni  had 
even  a  convoy  for  their  merchant  ships. 


'  ('attain  of  Convoy's  Hkpofit,  1()S4. 

Fislionuen  now  using  casks  iiisteud  of 
ffats  for  tlieir  oil. 

Hardly  a  house  but  sells  drink. 

]f  the  people  do  assemble  it  is  not  for 
divine  service. 

Order  23  March  1077  allows  them  to 
live  near  tlie  shore. 

Order  18  May  1077  allows  planters  to 
keep  their  own  house,  &c. 

Order  10  ,Iany  1077  Masters  allowed  to 
brinp  over  passenfjers. 

Order  10  .)any  1077  Bonds  not  required. 


He  has  had  a  hundred  eomiilaintsand  Admiral 
would  do  nothiiiir  at  all  to  redress  wronjis. 

Charge  of  fitting  out  10  boats  and  a  ship 
of  SO  tons  for  the  West  Adventurers  service 
Receive  :C  13.^0  pay  £'.IS  1— |  rofit  ,4;36,5. 

I'lanters  2  boats  fake  ,i:210  cost  £208 
loss  M.'i'2. 

[N'ery    full    details    of   both    estinmtes 
given  in  the  Uecords.] 
{liiron's.) 

'^  The  Naval  Keport  of  1081  says: 
"Seldom  any  convoy  tor  French  vessels." 
— "  Forts  in  ruins." 
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I.  Downing's  Narrative. 

A  BuiEP  Nahhative  conccrninj;  New- 
foundland, by  John  Downing. 

Eecd  24th  October  167G. 

'■'  Recites  various  patents  ffiveu — in  all 
which  ample  privileges  were  granted  for 
encourag'  of  all,  that  w'd  inliabit,  that  tlie 
Children  there  born  should  be  free  denizens 
of  England  with  many  other  Ireedonis  Sic, 
my  father  in  1640  was  sent  over  by  lI.M.'s 
Commissioneis,  Duke  Hamilton,  Earl  of 
Pembroke  &  Earl  of  Holland's  Instructions 
to  take  charge  of  the  Colony ;  Sir  David 
Kirke  being  b^'  His  M»"'''»  Letter  by  him 
sent,  called  home  ;  my  father  found  under  the 
command  of  Sir  David  Kirke,  their  Gov'r 
fifty  six  guns  moimted  in  several  forts,  as 
Ferryland,  St.  John's,  Bay  Hull,  &c,  the  forts 
fitted  with  small  arms  &c,  &  manned  by 
inhabitants.  The  proprietors  had  given  them, 
even  to  Duke  Hambieton,  and  the  rest  fix 
admiralls  places  for  fishing,  accounted  the 
the  best,  even  St.  John's  and  the  rest :  alsoe 
five  fishes  in  si.x  score  caught  or  bought  by 
any  shipp  having  more  strangers  aboard  than 
free  denizens  of  Ejiglund  ;  all  nations  in  amity 
with  his  M"''"'  might  freely  buy  and  catch 
fish  build  houses  &c  as  freely  as  English, 
provided  if  demanded  he  paid  his  impost. 

"  Uy  Patent  the  inhabitants  were  not 
within  six  miles  to  destroy  woods,  nor  convert 
rooms  for  drying  fish  to oti  er  >ises,  as  to  plant, 
plow  same,  and  the  rest.  Even  in  Crom- 
well's time,  in  the  worst  of  times  the  in- 
habitants being  accused  for  traitors  to  his 
Government,  yett  by  an  order  then,  wee  had 
liberty  to  enjoy  our  houses  wee  had  built 
&c.  Cromwell's  Governor  Treworgie  and 
his  men  of  war  took  impost,  as  proprietors 
aforementioned  liad  done,  even  as  far  as 
Trespasse. 

"  There  hath  been  a  generiit"  of  men  ever 
since  any  people  settled  in  Newfoundland, 
practicing  the  ruin  of  inhabit'.  First  tliat  no 
merchants  have  any  fish  but  from  themselves 
and  at  their  rates  and  pleasures,  next  iluit  all 
men  employed  in  fishing  affairs  work  for  and 
serve  for  such  victualls  and  pay  as  they 
choose  to  give  them.  Inhabitants  distance 
from  Supreme  Uulers  Seats,  ret)der  them  liable 
to  false  calumnies — that  inhabitants  burn  their 
train  ffats  of -lifio  value  which  one  with  other 
were  not  worth  first  year  they  were  built  :C(>  if 
they  were  soe  wronged  they  uiiirht  and  would 
have  Heparat"  from  those  that  wronged  yearly. 
But  I  never  c'd  hear  ef  any  man  tlfi;re  that 
e"d  complain    of    any  such  wrong    I   having 


lived  there  and  been  every  summer  these 
thirty  odd  yeares. 

"  The  inhabitants  burne  their  stages  they 
complain  themselves,  as  the  fishing  sailes 
burne  for  dressing  their  victualls  &  l)rewing 
their  beare,  wood  their  sliipps  carry  home 
some  to  their  owners  yards  give  leave  to  the 
shipps  that  lake  in  their  fish  to  take  aboard 
what  they  will,  other  shipps  wanting  wood 
take  leave,  some  give  some  to  some  inhabitants, 
others  bowse  all  '.tir  stages  and  flake  stuff 
for  another  yea  •,  by  this  meanes  before  all 
the  shipps  depart  some  yeares  in  St.  John's 
where  ic  is  said  three  hundred  boats  have 
been  kept,  is  left  of  all  their  stages  two  or  three 
pieces  standing.  In  1(574  :  at  the  goeing  out 
of  the  last  ships  was  left  standing  but  the 
Bedd  of  one  of  the  Admirals  Stages  which  at 
Spring  following  the  Admiral  enjoyed.  In 
167."):  by  the  care  of  Sir  John  Berry  their 
Stages  and  lioomes  were  for  the  most  part 
well  left  &  as  well  found  at  their  relume  as 
themselves  have  there  &  must  if  called  here 
acknowledge.  In  1676,  before  my  coming  out, 
Capt.  liussell  Command'r  of  H.M.'s  shipp 
"  Reserve  "  forced  several  Masters  of  shipps, 
even  their  admiral  for  one  to  build  tip  again 
their  trayne  houses,  themselves  had  cui  down 
contrary  to  their  order.  Trees  are  rinded,  the 
shipps  doing  it  most,  and  the  comers  <mt  of 
England — done  not  only  for  18  foot  Cooke 
liommes  but  to  cover  whole  stages  and 
lodging  houses,  even  last  summer  it  was  done. 
Inhab'ts  stages  and  houses  are  most  covered 
with  New  England  and  the  country's  boards, 
so  have  little  occasion  of  rinding.  Woods 
fired  by  foreigners  and  English  Shi])ps  Com- 
panys  going  into  woods  for  timber  in  warme 
weather  &  throwing  carelessly  the  fire  they 
light  tobacco  with. 

"  E'roni  New  Eng'd  one  y'r  with  other 
come  commoidy  8  sail  of  vessels  burthen'd 
fnun  16  tons  to  60  tons  with  commodities  the 
produce  of  which  they  invest  here  in  Brandy, 
Cloath'g,  api)arel  for  their  vessels,  pieces  of 
eight,  if  they  can  get  them  some  ffrench  & 
Spanish  wines,  some  redd  stinking  fish  for  the 
Negores  of  Barbadoes.  As  for  men  Inhabi- 
tunts  have  out  of  fishing  ships  we  have 
Masters  good  will  to  have  them  soe  have  New 
Eiig'd  men  it  sav'g  the  owners  victuals  they 
eat  homew'ds  &  often  th-j^  carry  passenger.s 
in  their  places  who  pay  own'rs  for  passages. 

"  Practioers  of  ruin  of  Inhabits  (if 
obtained)  will  produce  to  themselves  this  profit 
of  their  Labour  as  formerly  the  ffrench  found 
before  any  Governor  was  sent  to  Newfoundland 
by  K.  Chas  1st— Some  English  inhabitants 
w'd  burn  frenchmen's  boats,  carry  away  some, 
carry  away  suit,  break  open  their  houses  and 
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rifle  thfin  they  being  sure  to  find  nothing 
Ifft  nor  they  who  hsid  done  it.  The  Knfjlish 
fishing  ships  leave  always  either  salt  or  fish 
or  goods  for  fishing  and  all  their  boats,  which 
if  their  boats  be  spoiled  the  voyage  is  ruined 
utterly  before  they  can  there  saw  boards  or 
build  boats — no  merchants  will  send  salt  or 
any  other  goods  to  supply  any  that  want  or 
waste  salt  &  provis'na  in  his  passage  over  for 
if  it  be  10  be  housed  no  house  but  Cook  rooms 
allowed  of  18  feet  &  they  but  for  the  winter, 
yet  houses  unfit  for  salt  neither  any  man  to 
take  charge  of  it.  Some  years  fishing  ships 
have  beene  lost  forty,  sixty  leagues  from 
shore  being  rackt  by  ice  yet  in  boats  some 
of  their  men  have  come  to  land  and  been 
cured  of  their  hurts  by  cold  and  hunger,  by 
inhabitants.  Almost  every  year,  some  of  their 
men  sent  for  possess'n  might  with  cold  and 
hunger  starve  if  not  relieved  by  Inhab'ts; 
yearly  their  men  are  retx'ived  when  sick  with 
scurvy  and  other  sickness  into  Inhabitants 
houses  and  there  most  times  got  their  cures 
&  become  able  to  do  service. 

"  In  case  accordinsr  to  some  mens  desires 
the  inhabitants  be  forced  to  quit  their  houses 
and  employments,  they  and  their  man  and 
families  and  come  home  they  will  fall  to 
extreme  poverty  and  want  and  if  they  get  relief 
it  must  come  from  the  landed  gentlemen  to 
whom  the  exteme  poverty  of  distressed 
families  will  be  neither  pleasant  nor  profit- 
able. 

"  Of  french  proniiting  their  interest  more 
and  more  in  Newfonndl'd  complaiuers  agst 
inhabitants  take  no  notice.  In  y'  1()70  French 
had  Placentia  fortified  with  ordinance  a  Gar- 
rison of  Soldires  and  Chaine  also  St.  Peters 
fortified  with  great  guns  garris'n  of  Soldrs 
at  both  places  nianj*  inhabitants  great  stores 
of  Cattle  and  sheepe.  Since  this  time  K. 
of  France  hath  pub'd  in  Scajiorts  of  France 
that  he  will  pay  passage  of  any  that  go  and 
inhabit  in  Newfld  giv,  a  gratuity  to  Mas' 
that  passeth  them  other ;  by  Governor  they 
shall  be  supplied  with  clothes  &  necessaries 
from  three  years  &  then  pay  King  in  fish  Air 
or  board ;  by  these  encouragements  inhabitants 
grow  more  and  more  numerous,  some  Enulish 
live  amongst  them  &  are  courteously  treated, 
lately  more  of  English  Inhabts  have  been  as 
formerly  by  French  Captains  invited  to  dwell 
amongst  them  promising  them  kindness  and 
protection. 

"  A  Merch't  of  Waierford  in  Ir<!land 
Mr  John  Aylrod  being  in  Newfoundland  in 
June  167G  gave  foll'g  relation  concerning 
Placentia — French  iiihabitants  were  there  now 
250  families  which  aecorf''  g  to  our  famil's 
may  be  more  than  2(MM)  men,  their  garrison 
of  soldiers  4110  men  paid  by  King.  .300  kintalls 
for  each  boat  one  year  with  another  accounted 
with  them  an  ordinary  voyage ;  their  fishes 
from  Trepass  round  tlie  Isl'd  near  to  Hona- 
vista    many     French    and     IJiskenners,    the 


Biskenners  subject  to  King  of  Spain — French 
ships  supposed  to  be  not  less  than  200  sail  of 
ships  of  good  force  from  30  guns  to  12,  they 
have  2  men  of  wur  about  ."iO  guns  each ;  to 
that  part  of  the  land  where  the  French  forts 
are  as  Placentia,  St.  Peters  &  the  rest,  no 
Indians  come  hut  some  Canida  Indians  from 
forts  of  Canida  in  french  shallowayes  with 
french  fowling  pieces  all  spared  them  by  french 
of  Canida  so  for  them  need  no  chuine,  soldiers 
nor  ordinance. 

"  It  is  said  Newfoundland  is  guarded  after 
fi''j'g  ships  go  snfPuo'tly  by  foggs  &  ice  till 
• '  ival  of  Knglish  fishermen  therefore  need  no 
other  guard  to  prevent  invasion  that  it  is  theirs 
who  are  strongest  at  sea.  St.  John's  &  fferry- 
land  and  other  harbours  are  deemed  by  some 
men  accustomed  to  war  so  strongly  fortified  by 
nature  that  some  of  them  having  one  fort  and 
necessaries  for  defence  its  hard  for  any  ship 
though  never  so  bravely  furnished  to  enter 
and  if  they  sh'd  pass  without  burning  or 
sinking  or  being  cast  ashore  when  entered 
they  may  stay  there  perhaps  14  days  for  a 
wind  to  go  out  the  meantime  fight  rocks  and 
fort.  Two  or  three  of  these  harbours  fortified 
are  enough  after  the  manner  of  french  fishing 
to  make  use  of  all  the  English  have  for  fishing 
in  their  pattent  from  Cape  de  Uace  to  Cape  de 
Honavista  ;  except  the  fortified  harbours  they 
nuiy  spoyle  the  rest  for  ships  rideing  in  the 
fortified  harb'rs  their  own  ships  may  ride  even 
in  war  and  fish  as  the  French  do  and  go  in 
their  boats  after  the  fish  from  three  to  eighteen 
leagues  each  side  their  harbours  mouth  there 
.salt  their  fish  in  tilts  on  shore,  after  carry  imd 
dry  it  where  their  shipps  ride  in  guard  of  forts, 
when  they  have  taken  in  their  fish  a  strong 
westerly  wind  with  night  in  hand  frees  them 
from  danger  of  enemies  lying  off  the  shore. 

"  English  fishing  ships  eommoidy  all 
gone  in  September  or  quickly  in  October — 
not  to  sail  out  of  England  till  1st  March. 

"  From  England  Ireland  France  &  Spain 
&  Portugal  &  New  Eng'd  have  vessels  come 
to  Newfoundland  in  November  &  Dec'r  & 
have  loaden  oyle  summer  fish  &  winter  fish 
out  of  the  houses  &  gone  out  some  of  them 
three  days  bi'fore  Christmas  &  have  gone  well 
to  their  ports  desired. 

"  In  beginning  of  March  Ships  have 
arrived  from  Eiigland :  French  fishing  ships 
have  been  off  St.  Jr '.n's  and  Ferryland  the 
2nd  Fehy  and  nii^;nt  have  come  in  if  they 
plea-ed,  souio  ol  the  french  harbour,  in  Feby 
some  in  March,  tin  ir  best  fish'g  being  in  May. 
Ice  comes  on  coast  commonly  in  middle  of 
Feb'y,  some  years  in  IMarch,  some  years  in 
April  some  years  none  to  be  seen  "it  is  not 
made  here  even  the  ice  but  breaks  uji  the 
summer  before  in  some  cold  straits  &  so 
winds  and  current  bring  it  on  this  Coast. 

Jo.  Downing. 

(  (,\>l.  rapers,  Newfoundland,  56.) 
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II.  Downing's  Petitions. 

((I.)  To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Motie. 
"   liio  Humble  Petition  of  John  Downing, 
Genlleiniin,  Inhabitant  of  Newfoinidlanil. 
Hheweth : 

"  Tlii\t  your  Petitioner's  Father  was 
sent  to  Newfoundland,  armed  with  your  Royal 
Father's  Cmnmission  and  authority  and 
instructions  from  the  then  Lords  Proprietors 
to  plant  people  there,  and  reduce  the  Indians 
to  civility  and  religion.  That  to  that  purpose 
severall  lawes  and  orders  were  then  made  and 
sent  over  by  your  i{oyal  Father  to  be  observed 
there.  .  .  .  That  after  some  yeares  service 
there,  having  secured  the  forts  and  fishings 
and  brought  into  some  regularity  and  .security 
the  place  and  imposts  payable  to  your  Majesty, 
Your  Petitioner'.s  Father  there  died. and  since  his 
death  your  Petitioner  amongst  several  others 
of  your  subjects  hath  settled  there  and  lived 
for  many  years  under  the  said  lawes  and 
orders  given  them  and  by  their  industry  built 
houses  for  their  habitation  and  cleansed  the 
wildernesses  of  the  place,  wliereby  to  keep 
some  cattle  for  their  susten-iuei)  and  the 
snpi)ort  of  such  cf  your  Majesty's  subjects 
as  come  to  trade  there  and  have  by  leave  of 
the  former  (iovernors  and  Proprietors  erected 
severall  stages  and  Hoomes  for  their  winter 
and  summer  fisheries  and  support. 

"  They  have  hitherto  lived  yourMajestys 
obedient  subjects  nuiintaining  by  their  own 
industry,  themselves  their  wives  and  their 
children  in  peace  and  comfort.  But  now 
some  of  Yniir  Subjects,  prettyll^g  Your 
Alajesty's  patent  and  orders  for  the  same, 
coming  over  thither,  have  not  only  taken  the 
houses  goode  stiifies  and  roomes  built  and 
enjoyed  by  Your  Petitioner  and  his  father  for 
miiny  yeares  last  past,  but  spoite  the  boats, 
keeping,  and  breake  open  the  liouses  of  the 
said  Inhabit!  its  at  their  wills  and  pleasures 
contrary  to  the  antient  lawes  and  orders  of 
the  said  place,  and  also  to  those  of  common 
humanity  and  the  freedonie  which  all  other 
nations  which  have  settled  in  these  parts 
enjoy. 

"  For  that  the  said  Inliahitants  can 
neither  enjoy  the  effects  of  their  own  industry 
nor  have  any  security  from  the  invasion  or 
spoiles  of  their  neighbours. 

May  it  therefore  please  Your  Majesty 
that  out  of  Your  Uoyal  Favour,  you 
will  be  pleased  to  conunand  that  for 
the  fut\ire  no  such  outrages  be  com- 
mitted, but  that  Your  Petitioner  may 
enjoy  such  houses  stages  &c.  as 
have  been  built  and  enjoyed  hy  his 
Father  and  himself  ac.cordieg  to  the 
said  antient  lawes  and  orders  <if  the 
place  and  find  security  for  himself, 
his  wife  and  family  from  such  out- 
rages from  time  to  come. 

And    Your   Petitioner    shall  ever 
pray. 


At  the  Court  at  AVhiteh;ill, 
November  7,  lOTtl. 

"  His  Majesty  is  graciously  pleased  to 
refer  this  Petition  to  the  Ht.  llonble.  The 
Committee  of  the  Council  for  Foraigne  Plan- 
titcions  to  consider  the  contents  thereof  and 
take  such  orders  therein  as  to  their  Honours 
shall  seeine  meete  for  the  reliefe  of  the  Petr. 

TllOS.    I'OVKY. 


(6.)  DowNiso's  Pktition. 

"  To  the  Ut  Houbleye  Lords  of  bis  Ma't's 
most  Honble  Privy  Couneell  appointed  a 
Committee  for  Trade  and  Plantations. 

"  The  Humble  Petition  of  ,)ohn  Downing 
Gent  Inhabitant  of  Newfoundland  Sheweth 

"  That  your  Pet'r  did  on  the  eth  day  of 
Xov'r  last  give  in  a  Ptticon  to  his  Matie 
humbly  imploring  liis  protection  to  secure 
himself  and  fannly  from  ye  outrages  under 
which  they  bad  suffered,  as  hy  ye  said  Peticon 
reference  being  had  thereunto  doth  more  at 
large  appeare. 

"  That  his  M""''  was  thereupon  graciously 
pleased  on  ye  7th  Nov'r  to  refer  your  Fetr  to 
this  Honourable  Committee  to  tal;c  such 
orderfor  liis  releife  as  they  should  think  fitt. 
and  that  your  Petr  hath  ever  since  attended  for 
what  reuresse  this  Honble  lioard  shall  judge 
meet  for  him. 

"  That  ye  season  of  ye  year  is  now  instant 
wherein  shipps  bound  for  Newfld  doe  set  forth 
and,  if  he  omit  ye  takeiug  ;;f  his  passage  now. 
it  may  tend  to  ye  utter  mine  and  undoing  of 
himselfs,  his  wife  and  family  who  are  still 
remaining  there. 

"  Wherefore  he  most  humbly  prayes,  this 
Honble  Commee  would  be  pleased  to  com- 
miserate his  coiuli?on  and  take  into  their 
serious  consderaebn  his  Mat's  said  reference, 
that  your  I'etrnuiy  speedily  obtain  some  relief 
what  in  your  Honor's  great  wisdom  shall  be 
deem'd  fitting,  and  .soe  may  prosecute  his 
voyage,  and  take  caro  for  ye  sujijiort  of  his 
ruinous  familly. 

And  he  shall  ever  pray  Sec 
Endorsed  : 

Peticon    of    .lohn    Downing    Gent 
Newfoundland. 
Heed  25th  January  lG7fi  [o.  s.]. 

(Colonial  Papers,  No.  '>C,,j).  104.) 
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(c.)  Downing's  fcrtiier  Pktitiox. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  M"'"'. 

"  The  further  Peticon  of  .lohn  Downing 
Inhabitant  of  Newfoundland  Sheweth 

"  That  the  said  Inhabitants  till  your  M""" 
happy  resfauracou  had  a  (iovernor  there  anil 
fifiy-six  guns  allowed  them  and  fforts  tor 
their  securities  Aiul  that  the  same  were 
maintained  by  the  si.x  admiralties  and  imposts 
of  the  said  place. 

"  That  since  the  practices  of  the  last 
Patentees,  all  the  same  have  been  neglected 
and  decayed  and  the  said  Inhabitants  not(  uly 
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oppressed  by  the  Patentees  (who  now  enpro's 
the  whole  trade  and  profitt  and  admiralties  to 
themselves)  Uiit  alsoe  are  left  naked  and 
defenceles8  to  the  Invasion  of  others 
especially  the  ffrench  their  too  Potent  neiifh- 
boiirs  To  redresse  which  the  said  Inhabitants 
doe  humbly  offer,  that  your  Matie  may  be 
pleased  to  ai)point  them  ii  Governor  and  a 
minister  to  live  amongst  thera,  and  to  whom 
the  said  inhubitants  enjoying  their  former 
immunities  and  Kstates  will  allow  a  competent 
maintenance  fitt  for  the  support  of  such  em- 
l.loyinents  and  bavin;];  allowed  them  the  said 
('ompetent  number  of  {{uns  will  erect  and 
manitain  fforts  necessary  for  the  defence  and 
snfctj'  of  the  s'd  place  and  security  of  the 
people,  And  further  to  pay  and  secure  to  your 
Miitie  such  imposts  and  further  customes  as 
have  been  accustomed  to  be  received  by  such 
Governour. 

Therefore  maj'  it  please  Your  Matie  to 
consider  the  deplorable   condieou  of  the 
said  inhabitants  and  to  take  such  order 
herein  as  to  you  seeme  most  meete. 
And  your  Petr  shall  pray  &o 
Endorsed  Petu  of  John  Downing 
Xewfoundland 

read  in  Councill  March  23rd  1676  [o.  s.] 
(Co/.  Papers,  No.  50.) 


III.  Report  concerniag  the  Fishery 
&  Colony  of  Newfoundland. 

Read  in  Councill  March  28th  107'/. 

"  In  obedience  to  H.  Matie's  order  in 
Councill  of  2;!rd  iust  &c  &e  have  called 
bclbre  them  the  Petfi  of  John  Downing  sp- 
pearin^  on  behnlf  of  himself  and  rest  r,f 
Colony,  as  also  several  Gentlemen  of  \V. 
Country,  &  Merchts  concerned  in  the  Fishery, 
but  it  was   alleged  by   said  Gentlemen   and 


Merchants,  that  by  reason  of  the  short  warn- 
ing given  il)em  for  their  appearance,  t)iey  were 
in  noe  manner  prepared  to  nuike  out  their 
pretensions  in  the  validity  of  their  Charter, 
which  they  did  not  doubt  to  satisfy  them  in, 
if  spare  of  fifteen  days  were  given  them  to 
acquaint  their  correspondents  in  the  Country 
and  provide  themselves  with  those  evidences 
&  demonstrations  of  right  by  wh.  their  patent 
is  supported.  Did  allow  of  soe  reas(>nab'e  a 
request,  and  did  assign  them  the  10th  of 
April  next,  at  which  time  propose  to  enter  into 
further  examination  of  whole  matter  for  final 
settlement.  Hut  in  meanwhile  least  Planters 
at  present  residing  in  Newfoundland  should 
be  molested  by  Msrs  of  Fisg  }<hips  uimn 
pretence  of  their  Charter,  offer  unto  H.  Mifie 
that  orders  bee  forthwith  sent  by  a  Ship  calkd 
St.  John's  Merchant,  now  at  Dartniouih, 
unto  admirals  in  Newfoundland,  whereby 
Masters  and  Seamen  may  be  directed  to 
forbear  any  violence  to  Planters,  upon  pretence 
of  said  Western  Chartsr  and  suffer  them  to 
inhabit  and  fish  according  to  usage  ;  provided 
they  do  conform  to  the  rules  of  Charter — and 
inhabitants  do  likewise  continue  good  corre- 
spondences with  Fish'min,  until,  H.  Matie 
shall  proceed  to  a  further  resolution." 
DANnv,  Anolksky, 
Ormonde,  Caklisi-e, 
Craven,  Uridowater, 
ffauconiieko 
Council  Chamber 
26  March  1677. 

"  Which  being  read  in  Councill — H.M. 
was  pleased  to  order,  that  Council  for  Trad-.' 
and  Plant'ns  cause  orders  to  be  sent  to  udnnnils 
according  to  their  Lordships  advice  iu  said 
report." 

John  Nicuolah, 

iCol.  Papers,  No.  50.) 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

RKfG  X  OF  J  A  ME  S  11. 

i685-i688. 

The  Revolution. 

REIGN  OF  WILLIAM  AND  MART. 

1688-1694. 

1688. — War  between  France  and  England.  ' 

1G89.— Bill  of  Rights  passed.    Frontenac  Vioeroy  of  New  France. 

1090. — Battle  of  the  Boyne.  Capture  of  Port  Uoyal.  Failure  to  take  Quebec.  Garrison 
of  Chedabuctou  sent  to  Placeutia. 

1693.— De  Brouillon  appointed  Governor  of  Placeutia.  Commodore  \Yilliani$*s  unsuccessful 
attack  on  Placcntia. 

1694.— Death  of  Queen  Mary. 

REIGN    OF    WILLIAM   III.    ALONE. 

1694-1702. 

1634. — Holman's  defeat  of  the  French  at  Ferryland. 

1695. — Considerable  damage  done  by  eight  French  privateers  to  the  English  settleinent.s. 

1696. — Unsuccessful  attack  on  St.  John's  by  Chevalier  Nesmond.  Capture  of  Sit.  .John's 
by  D'Iberville  and  De  Brouillon  in  November;  destruction  of  all  the  settlements 
except  Carbonear  and  Bonavista. 

1697.— Sir  John  Norris,  witb  fleet  and  two  thousand  soldiers,  sent  out  to  recover  New- 
foundland ;  found  ir  abandoned  by  the  French ;  he  built  forts,  &c.  Treaty  of 
Ryswick  left  the  French  in  possession  of  Placentia.  Colonel  Handyside  and 
three  hundred  men  left  to  garrison  the  forts  ;  two  hundred  and  fourteen  dieth 
Board  of  Trade  recommended  that  one  thousand  persons  only  might  be  permittert 
to  remain  on  the  Island  to  construct  boats  and  stages  for  drying  fish. 
Kev.  J.  Jackson,  with  the  sanction  of  tne  Bishop  of  London,  settled  in  St.  John's. 

1698. — Act  of  William  III.  appointing  fishing  admirals,  vice-admirals,  and  rear-admirals  ; 
no  alien  to  fish  or  take  bait;  rooms  built  since  1685  that  did  not  belong  to  fishing 
ships  made  property  of  residents  ;  colonial  produce  relieved  of  duty.  Order  on 
31st  March,  establishing  a  permanent  garrison  in  St.  John's ;  Lieutenant  Lilburne 
and  sixty  soldiers  and  gunners  winter  in  St.  John's.  Cocs  of  Bouavista's  letter  to 
Colonel  Norris  about  English  settlements  to  the  northwaro 

1699. — Captain  Andrews,  an  engineer,  in  command  at  St.  John's. 
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1700. — f'lipfiiin  A.  Iloldsworth,  Admiral  of  St.  John's. 

1701. — Liirtre  iiuTi'ase  of  trade  with  Xew  Knghmd  ;  continued  comphiints  nirainitf  Now 
Enjiland  transporting  fisiu'rinen.  S.l'.G.  incorporated,  heport  of  Mr.  George 
Laritin  on  the  affairs  of  the  Colony. 


m 


Tlio  short  period  of  tlireo  years  during  ■which  Jiinics  II.  reigned 
over  England  is  only  inemorahle  for  the  treaty  made  in  1(180  between 
Louis  XIV.  and  the  Englisli  king  for  the  .settlement  of  their  respectivo 
territories  in  America.  It  was  not  recognised  hy  James'  successor. 
Like  his  hrothcr,  the  new  English  mf)narch  was  the  humble  dependant 
and  vassal  of  France.  It  shows  how  insecure  was  the  tenure  by  which 
our  enemies  claimed  to  hold  their  portion  of  TSewfoundland,  that,  at  the 
conunencement  of  this  rei^n,  Louis  XIV.  recpiested  permi.ssion  from 
James  II.  to  hold  Placentia  and  the  other  portions  of  Newfoundland 
occupied  by  the  French. 

I  cannot  gather  from  the  records  that  there  was  any  great  excitement 
amongst  the  ti.shing  folk  in  our  Island  over  the  accession  of  tlie  Duke  of 
York,  and  there  was  certainly  no  lamentation  over  his  downfall.  The 
Colony  was  then  really  more  distant  from  England  than  the  far-off 
islands  of  the  Pacitie.  News  was  conveyed  .slowly  and  fitfully.  A  few 
of  the  leading  planters,  wlui  were  Royalists,  and  some  who  were 
Puritans,  may  have  been  moved  about  the  great  events  in  the  mother 
country,  but  to  the  great  bulk  of  the  settlers  and  the  ship  iishermen  it 
was  of  infinitely  le.ss  importance  to  them  than  the  price  of  fish  or  a  good 
"  caplin  school,"'  that  came  early  and  lasted  long.  All  the  old  chroniclers 
declare  that  on  this  movement  of  the  bait  tishes  mainly  depended  the 
success  of  the  year's  fishing  voyage.  Though  the  cod  was  most  abundant, 
there  were  then,  as  now,  good  and  bad  seasons — some  years  abiindance 
to  overflowing,  in  others  the  fisherman's  occupation  was  almost  a 
complete  failure. 

The    following    letter    is    one    out    of    many    illustrations    on    this 
subject  : — 

"Ecnnouse  29  July  16S0. 
"  At  Tropapsie  first  shijis  have  220  nth.  per  boat  and  8  h'ds.  of  Traine,  later 
ehips  180  to  190  qtls.  and  2?;  h'<lb.  of  Traine.  The  French  men  that  is  there  have 
done  250  t.  3' 10  from  St.  Sbott's.  The  Admirals  of  St.  Maries  and  Collinet  wei'e 
(it  Trepassie  lust  week,  who  did  inform  ns,  that  at  Placentia  of  36  saile  not  ten 
Bhips  would  l.>e  loadcn  and  St.  ^Fary's  tishins:^  doth  fail  also.  ...  I  do  jndgo 
there  are  scverall  of  our  neiyhbours  that  will  sell  their  fi.sh,  if  they  can  attaine,  at 
a  considerable  {-rice."  ' 

Prior  to  the  accession  of  William  III.  in  1GS8  and  the  declaration  of 
war  there  had  been  a  long  interval  of  repose.     There  were  raids  by 
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En'^'lish  and  Fioncli  piivatt'ois,  Imt,  with  one  whort  interval,  no  opon 
coiitlict.  On  neither  side  were  tiiere  soldiers  or  nien-ot'-war  to  ti^dit, 
and  the  defences  both  of  St.  John's  and  Placentia  had  fallen  into 
complete  ruin.  With  the  return  of  the  warlike  Mai'(|uis  de  Fronteiiae 
to  the  Government  of  New  France  in  KhS!)  this  i)eaceful  stats  of  aHaii's 
(piickly  came  to  an  end.  The  dt^f.'iices  of  Placentia  were  thoroughly 
repaired,  Fort  Louis  (now  Castle  Hill)  was  l.uilt,  the  tradin<,'  f,'o\crnor, 
with  his  tishin((  l.oats  and  Government  store,  was  replace  1  by  a  t-mart 
young  officer  who  had  served  under  the  },neat  Luxembourg  and 
campaigned  in  Flanders ;  evei-ywhei'e 
in  North  America  the  old  ordei-  was 
changed. 

The  Maripiis  was  an  admirable 
organiser,  a  brave  soldier;  he  realised 
that  either  France  had  to  destroy  the 
English  colonies,  or  soon  New  Eng- 
lan<l  would  rout  him  out  of  Canada. 
He  vainly  imagined,  Avith  his  nine 
thousand  Canadians,  that  he  could 
annihilate  the  two  hundred  thousand 
hardy  and  prosperous  English 
colonists.  At  first  ho  had  no  regular 
troops  nor  supitlies,  so  he  trained 
militia.  In  Newfoundland  he  con- 
tented himself  with  sending  French 
privateers  to  harry  our  settlements. 
In  10.90  the  garrison  of  Chedabuctou, 
in  Acadie,  which  had  made  a  <rlorious  defence  ajrainst  Sii'  William 
I'hipps,  was  sent  to  Placontia  with  their  gallant  commander,  Do 
Montorgueil.  In  1()!)2  Do  Brouillon,  afterwards  the  successful  invader 
of  the  English  settlements,  was  made  Governor  of  Placentia. 

Owing  to  the  continued  attacks  of  French  privateers^  on  the  English 
settlers,  England  determined  to  send  u  powerful  fleet  to  destroy 
Placentia.  The  command  was  given  to  Commodore  Widiams,  with 
three  sixty-gun  ships  and  two  smaller  vessels.  Brown,  in  his  "  History 
of  Cape  Breton,"  says  : — 

"  The  only  defence's  of  the  place  were  Fort  Louis,  with  a  garrison  of  fifty  men, 
situated  upon  a  rock  a  hundred  feet  in  height  oii  the  eastern  side  of  the  narrow 


WILLIAM  iir. 
Fi'um  nn  engniriiir/  by  Oole, 


1  "The French  [in  169.")]  did  considoral.le 
damrtfje  in  Newfouiutlaiid,  where  nu>-t  iit'  the 
Kiiijhsh  st'ttleiuents  wi'iv  destroyed  Uy  eiglit 
large  privateers,  and  the  Sdjihin;  a  titth  rate, 


was  burnt  to  ])revi'iit  her  ialhng  into  tlieir 
hauls.' — S.Coi.LiiiE  ifVolumna  liuslaia,  17:28, 
p.  liGH. 
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(Miti'aiu'e  of  the  TTnrboiir,  nn<l  a  buttery  linstily  coiigtruclcd  by  the  Govei'iior, 
^l.  tie  Jironilloii,  and  Jiiiiimeil  by  Sailors  from  tho  Privatcci's  and  Merchant  ships 
ill  tho  Harbour.  The  ('ominDdorc  in  lt)t)"2  after  six  liours  bombardment 
iUMomiidoiisly  retired  liaving  only  partially  destroyed  a  portion  of  tho  vvoi-kH." 

'I'lic  admiral  of  the  powfiful  Frt'iiel)  H(|na(ln)n,  Chevalier  de  Pahiis, 
.seenu'il  to  have  heun  the  counterpart  of  the  English  conunodore  ;  wliilst 
De  Urouillon  was  defending  his  beleaguered  little  town,  the  noble 
chevalier  remained  .snugly  harboured  in  Sydney. 

It  is  p.leasant  to  turn  from  these  contemptible  naval  commandeia 

to   the   exploits  of 


:jmiat  en'tre  Jcux  rai^4xiix  »/^r^iozs    ct"  'jEraacoit 


■0 .  -*rtsi  v>ftav'iv -vriri;rfy;,;'^i^';Aif;;.. 
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>AVAI,  illiHT  lIKTWhEN    A.N    K.Mil.lSH   A>J>  A  > 

Trom  La  Ilonlan's  Xouveau.r  Voyages, 

and  affidavit  for  payment  of  powder 
alone  have  preserved  it  from  oblivion. 

'  Hohniiu's  fliiiui  was  for  ^495;  £laO 
for  spoiled  fish,  AVI  for  brandy  given  to 
encourufje  his  men  in  time  of  fight,  &c.  On 
t!ie  24th  June  Ifiy?,  the  Board  of  Trade 
recommended  the  payment  of  £345,  and  left 


our  heroic  mer- 
chant seamen,  who 
on  several  occasions 
gallantly  defended 
Newfoundland 
from  the  French. 
The  story  of  Hol- 
nian's  action  at 
Ferry  land  in  1694, 
for  which  the 
Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  gave 
him  a  "  meddall 
and  cbayne,"  and 
the  defeat  of  two 
powerful  Fi'eneh 
frigates  of  fortv 
and  fifty  guns,  is 
recounted  in  the 
English  records. 
This  smart  naval 
action  would  have 
been  "  unhonoured  • 
and  unsung,"  but 
for  a  very  prosaic 
reason.  Ihe  fol- 
lowing petition 
expended  in  defending  the  Colony 


the  £150  for  spoiled  fish  to  be  paid  if  the 
Treasury  thought  lit.  Hohnan  was  i)robahly 
recompensed  by  the  Government  giving  him 
a  contract  for  freighting  victuals,  &c.  for  the 
garrison  in  Newfoundland  this  year. 
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"Account  of  an  action  tliat  happoued  at  the  Harbour  of  FciTylivml  in 
Newfoundland  on  Angubt  Slst  Jtj'.tl'. 

"  TiuTo  being  eight  or  nine  English  ships  in  thn  said  harbour  catching  lisii, 
Homo  English  PriwincrH  made  their  escape  from  Placentia.  came  to  Ferryland  and 
ac(|iiainted  Captain  William  Holnian  Commander  of  ye  Willium  ttml  Munj  gulUy 
having  letters  of  manpie  and  sixteen  guns  and  the  rest  of  the  Masters  of  shipd, 
thai  the  French  had  a  design  to  come  with  tivo  ships  of  war,  oni;  fireship  and  a 
JJomb-ketch  to  destroy  the  English  fishery^  all  along  the  coast;  upon  which 
Captain  Holman  proposed  to  build  fortifications  for  defence  of  the  harbour  '.\  hich 
had  been  twice  before  taken  by  the  French.  He  built  four  Forts  or  Fortitications 
in  less  than  a  month  and  placed  in  thorn  his  and  other  guns  to  the  number  of 
thirty  in  all." 

Couunandor  diaries  Desborow,  R.N.,  who  arrived  at  Ferryland   in 
October  1094,  in  H.M.S.  Virgin  Prize,  tells  us  : — 

"  Holman's  greatest  difficulty  was  to  keep  the  inhabitants  to  his  assistance,  who 
had  got  their  arms  and  were  making  their  flight  to  the  mountains;  Ilolman  sent 
after  them  and  lot  them  know  that  if  they  at  such  time  did  desert  him  he  woidd 
certainly  make  division  of  their  Hsh  amongst  the  seamen  to  encourage  them  to 
.stand  by  him,  and  not  only  so  but  he  would  burn  and  destroy  all  their  houses ;  upon 
which  seeing  the  defence  Captain  Holman  was  ready  to  make,  they  did  rettirn,  and 
with  his  bravery  and  prudent  management,  they  so  battered  the  French  men  of 
war,  that  they,  after  five  hours  fight,  ran  oli'  leaving  their  anchors  and  cables 
behind  them  and  ye  French  lost  eighty  or  Tiinety  men  as  we  are  informed  by  Homo 
English  prisoners  who  were  on  board  the  French  ;  which  so  discouraged  them  that 
they  gave  over  their  intended  spoile,  which  might  have  ruined  the  whole  country 
there  being  then  no  more  men  of  war  to  defend  it."  [Aflidavits  sworn  to  by 
Jno.  Cleer,  Val  Carter  and  Richard  Christian.]  ' 

The  Devonshire  men,  who  had  been  the  staunchest  adherents  of 
Charles  II.  and  James — patrons  and  defenders  of  their  monopolies — now 
became  the  equally  devoted  admirers  of  the  Prince  of  Orange.  They 
hoisted  his  flag  and  drank  his  health  in  New  England  rum,  with  as 
nuich  noise  and  enthusiasm  as  Ulster  men  of  to-day  conmiemorate  the 
same  "  pious  and  immortal  memory." 

Amidst  wars  and  rumours  of  wars  all  contentions  between  planter 
and  ship  fishermen  were  for  the  time  laid  aside ;  they  had  now  to  figlit 
for  their  lives.  Many  an  attack  was  made  on  them  and  repelled  with 
gallantry. 

Early  in  the  summer  of  1G96  the  Chevalier  Nesmond,  Commander 
of  a  large  French  fleet,  attacked  St.  John's.  Two  small  hastily  con- 
structed foi'ts,  one  about  Chain  Rock,  and  the  other  opposite  on  the 
south  side  (Fort  Frederick,  as  it  is  now  called),  ([(;fended  the  entrance. 
The  newly  erected  battlements  of  Fort  William  then  crowned  the  hill 
on  the  site  of  the  present  railway  terminus ;  West  Coimtry  mariners 
handled  the  guns  and  manned  the  forts.     Nesmoud's  powerful  fleet  and 
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his  (li.seiplincd  .sailors  and  .sdldicrs  wcici  coiiipltti'ly  routod  Ly  ilw 
inlial>itiu«t.s  and  tiic  uiidi.sc-i[)iiiu'd  West  (Country  oivws.  Woodrii  HliijH 
in  those  (hiys  had  no  cliaiu'<'  ai^ainst  wcll-nianiud  forts,  espociidly  in 
the  nnrrow  entrance  to  oui'  harl)iuir. 

Thi.s  Hr,st  hattle  ui"  lOnfi  ha|)[)eiird  in  the  early  .summer.  AH  throii^'h 
the  .season,  news  came  from  I'laeentia  aUait  French  jtrepii rations,  tho 
gatherinif  of  stores,  the  arrivnl  of  (Canadian  Indians,  under  French 
olHcrrs  ;  still  no  [)recautions  weie  taken  to  put  St.  John's  in  a  thorough 
state  of  defence. 

When  the  Devonshire  ships  left  the  coast  in  Au<,'ust  and  Septeinher, 
thi're  appear  to  have  lieen  no  men-of-war  stationed  in  Newfoundland, 
'i'he  only  guard  were  the  peoi)le  and  theii-  Governor  Miners — a  planter 
like  themselves — a  luave,  sensilile,  de'ermineil  man,  elected  to  the  highly 
linntau'.ihle  and  dangi'rous  p()sitit)n  for  his  well-recognised  vah  ur. 

It  never  enteiv  I  their  mind  that  the  French  would  attnck  by  land, 
preparations  were  only  made  to  lesist  shipping.  We  may  infer  from  the 
French  narrative  of  Baudoin  that  De  Ba'ouillon  had  made  an  attack  on 
St.  John's  ahout  the  end  of  Septendier  KiOO,  and  had  been  ignominiously 
repulsed.  Douhtless  the  deluded  English  settlers  thought  th.'it  two 
defeats  in  the  .same  .summer  wcadil  have  checked  the  French.  They 
little  knew  the  darintc  enemies  with  wh<im  thev  had  to  contend. 

To  fully  understand  all  tiu'  horrors  of  this  war  we  nuist  revei't  a 
little  to  the  early  operations  of  De  Frontenac.  These  desultory  attacks 
of  the  French  i)rivatcers  on  Newfoundland  were  only  preliminary 
skirmishes  in  advance  of  his  great  design  to  destroy  the  English  in 
America.  From  the  dati' of  his  second  arrival  in  October  l()<Si),  mitil 
the  Peace  of  Ryswick  in  1(!97,  New  England  was  kept  in  perpetual 
terror  hv  the  midniL'ht  attacks  of  French  and  Indian.s.  Shencctadv, 
Havel  ill,  Salmon  J'alls,  are  amongst  the  most  memorable  scenes  of  these 
barl  larous  niassaciv.s. 

In  the  pages  of  Charlevoix,  ;ill  the  incidents  of  these  affrays  aie 
minutely  related  and  glorietl  in,  even  to  the  presentment  of  the  Engl'sh 
scalps  to  the  aristocratic  Mtmpiis  de  Frontenac.  The  horrible  ci 
and  cowardly  attacks  on  helpless  women  and  children  are  descrii  >y 
the  French  h'.storian  as  if  they  were  so  many  glorious  deeds — spii  lid 
and  honoiuable  actions.  The  French  Governor  boasted  of  his  design  to 
destroy  New  England,  but  he  prudently  avoided  a  cf.nflict  with  the 
powerful  colony.  The  gallantry  of  France  was  displayed  in  minor  attacks 
on  H.shing  villages  and  unarmed  settlers. 

Newfoundland  .sot)n  experienceil  all  the  horrors  and  barbaiities  of  an 
Indian  and  French  invasion.  The  leader  was  the  most  distinguished 
Canadian  naval  officer  of  his  nge — the  Nelson  of  the  New  Wox'ld — 
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("\iptain  de  Fra^ate,  Pierre  Le  Moyne  D'Il.ervilK-.'  In  the  spring  of 
l(j!)(j  he  h!i(l  receivfd  connnand  from  De  Frontenac  to  destroy  the  Kurdish 
setthMnents  in  Newfoumlhind. 

The  tv.M)  Frericli  men-of-war  \uv\er  his  command  were  tlie  L'Enr'ontx 
and  the  Pr»f<n),l,  the  latter  c(  MimancUid  hy  M.  do  llonaventnre.  Wlien 
they  arriwd  in   IMacenLia,  on   the   12th  of  Septendier  lO'Jli,  they  found 
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that  the  Governor,  De  Browiilon,  with  liis  men  froni  St.  Malo,  bad  mddo 
an  n<^tempt  on  St.  John's,  but  hr.d  failed. 

i  >  Iberville,  a  Canadian,  well  ac(]nainted  with  the  stealthy  Indian 
Avarfare,  proposed  to  attack  the  unguarded  English  bettlements  by  land. 

•  T,e  Moiiie  D'ibcrville  aiul  his  brother  expeditions  to  Hudson's  Hay  au<l  the  Missis- 
Bic'iville,  two  of  the  most  remiirkiible  sippi.  Le  Moine  died  at  Huvauuuh  u  few 
Cui     lians,  distinguished  themselves  in  French       jears  later  of  fever. 
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De  Brouillon  contended  for  an  attack  by  sea.  Thei  e  were  bitter  quarrels 
between  the  two  leaders.  Baudoin,  the  Recollec  Father,  who  was 
chaplain,  tried  to  reconcile  them.  The  Canadians  and  Indians  would 
cnly  follow  D'Iberville,  and  he  now  threatened  to  ^o  to  France.  As  a 
final  comiiromise  D'Iberville  with  his  Canadians  and  Indians  a  /reed  to 
proceed  against  St.  John's  by  land,  whilst  De  Brouil^v  I's  Malovians 
were  to  make  the  attack  by  sea. 

From  French  sources  we  learn  that  the  Governor  had  nine  priva- 
teers belonging  to  St.  Malo,  three  coi'vettes  and  two  tireships,  and  that 
they  all — Canadians  and  Malr  vians — embarked  for  St.  John's.  Owing 
to  head  winds  the  expedition  was  a  pax-tial  failure;  they  had  to  return 
to  Phicentia  for  want  of  provisions,  having  captured  thirty-one  vesseb" 
(probably  boats),  and  destroyed  some  fishing  establishments.  Baudoin 
does  not  mention  this  tulventure,  and  it  probably  refers  to  De  Brouillon 's 
attempt  alone. 

On  the  1st  of  November  1G96  D'Iberville,  with  his  Frenchmen  and 
Canadian  Indians,  started  to  walk  on  the  ice  up  the  soutli-east  arm  of 
Placentia.  Amongst  the  hybrid  population,  half  English,  half  French, 
then  living  there,  no  doubt  they  hiid  obtained  a  guide  for  the  interior. 
To  carry  provisions,  arms,  and  amjuunition  acrcxss  such  a  country  was 
a  great  exploit ;  white  men  alone  could  not  have  done  it. 

On  the  10th  November  they  arrived  in  Ferryland,  having  been  for 
two  days  short  of  provisions.  The  Profond  was  anchoretl  in  Renews. 
All  the  Ferryland  men  had  run  away  to  Bay  Bulls.  On  the  21st  they 
started  for  Bay  Bulls  in  boats ;  there  was  no  defence,  and  the  French 
captured  a  vessel  of  a  hundred  tons.  On  t!;e  2()th,  ticcording  to  Baudoin's 
narrative,  there  was  a  fight  in  Petty  Harbour  with  the  English 
settlers,  and  thirty -six  of  the  inhabitar.ts  were  slain.  On  the  2Hth  the 
French  encountci'ed  a  body  of  the  English  fiom  St.  John'.s,  numbering 
eighty-eight,  who  were  posted  in  a  burnt  wood,  full  of  rocks,  behind 
which  tliey  lay  in  ambush. 

The  English  fiecount  of  this  battle  is  that  they  went  out  to  help  tiio 
Petty  Harbour  men,  and  that  about  a  mile  from  St.  John's  they  en- 
CDuntere'd  the  French  on  the  south  side  hill.  There  were  four  hundred 
French  discii)lined  troops,  and  it  speaks  well  for  the  courage  of  the 
planters  that  they  fought  against  this  overwhelming  majority  for  half 
;ii-.  hour,  and  it  was  only  .vlion  nearly  half  their  number  —thirty-four 
men— were  killed  that  they  retired  in  good  order  and  reached  the  foi-t. 
The  French  say  nothing  alnnit  thc'r  men-of-war,  but  they  weix;  doubtless 
brought  round  to  St.  John's. 

The  unfortunate  settlers,  without  amniunilion  or  supplies,  with  no 
militarj'  force,  no  military  or  naval  oflicers  to  direct  the  del'eiice,  were 
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in  a  desperate  strait.  They  held  out  for  three  days,^  and  it  was  only 
after  the  brutal  threats  to  scalp  all  their  prisonei's,  in  the  same  manner 
as  they  had  fiendishly  tortured  William  Drew,  that  they  capitulated  on 
articles  of  surrender,  which  the  French  commanders  dishonourably 
evaded. 

Baudoin  ^  says  that  after  the  skirmish  outside  the  town  the  French 
advanced  and  captured  the  two  small  forts. 

"  Seeing  [he  continued]  the  inhabitants  were  about  to  defend  themselves  [in 
Fort  William]  we  sent  to  Bay  BouUe  for  the  mortars  and  bumbs  and  powder.  On 
the  night  of  the  29th  and  3L)th  MM.  de  Mins  and  de  Montiguy  went  with  sixty 
C  madians  to  burn  the  houses  near  the  fort.  The  30th,  the  day  of  St.  Andrew,  a 
man  came  from  the  fort  with  a  white  flag,  to  speak  of  surrender.  Afterwards  the 
Governour  with  four  of  the  principal  citizens  came  for  an  interview.  They  would 
not  allow  us  to  enter  the  foit,  lest  we  should  see  the  miserable  plight  to  which  they 
were  reduced.  It  was  agreed  they  should  surrender  on  condition  of  being  allowed 
to  depart  for  England.  The  capitulation  was  brought  in  writing  to  the  fort,  and 
approved  of  by  the  principal  citizens  and  signed  by  the  Governour  and  M.  de 
Brouillon."^' 

The  barbarous  treatment  of  Drew  will  not  surprise  anyone  who  has 
read  the  heartrending  stories  of  Haverhill,  Seneca  Falls,  or  Shenectady, 
where  the  French,  after  joining  in  the  solemn  rites  of  the  church  the 
night  before,  crept  into  the  villages,  murdered  the  inhabitants,  and  calmly 
looked  on  whilst  their  Indian  allies  brained  infants  and  slaughtered 
children;  the  French,  in  fact,  encouraged  the  Indians  in  their  cruelties. 
A  letter  was  intercepted  from  Costabelle,  Governor  of  Placentia,  to  the 
Minister,  dated  July  4th,  1711  : — 

"  Had  despatched  more  officers  and  people,  who  knew  all  the  savages,  to  incite 
them  to  defend  and  take  part  of  a  f  't  which  they  would  have  of  English  tlesh  at 
Quebec."  * 


'  "Upon  the  approach  of  the  French 
the  inhabitiints  of  ^St.  .lohn's  fled,  but 
Mr.  JliiitTS  and  Mr.  Roberts,  witli  some 
other  stout  men,  retired  to  the  gn'iitest  forti- 
ficiition  and  kept  their  jj^round  for  48  hours 
witliout  any  provisions."  {The  Post  Man, 
Jan.  12,  1097.) 

•■!  Baudoin'8  MS.  Dtari,,  Quvhtc  MSS. 

3  AuTicLKS  OF  siiKKENnEit  or  St.  Jonjj's 
IlAunouii  TO  Dk  Bkimili.ox,  leyfi. 

"  These  are  to  certify  you  who  are  Inliahi- 
tants  of  the  Haihour  of  St.  John's  that  upon 
the  (|uiet  surrender,  that  >ou  shall  have  fjood 
quarter  and  those  that  will  have  boats  to  jro 
in  the  Hay  shall  have  them  to-morrow  and 
those  that  will  n^o  for  Knjjland  shall  have  two 
ships  to  cai  I'v  thmi  home  and  they  ah.iU  have 


one  pound  of  bread  per  day  for  each  person 
for  a  month  and  all  necessaries  convenient 
for  the  passage  and  all  those  that  will  stay 
here  and  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
King  of  France  shall  live  as  they  doe  and  go 
off  with  tliem  and  so  de])art  the  Fort  imme- 
diately and  eVvTv  one  to  go  to  his  own  lionie 
and  no  man  shall  molest  tbein  and  curry  what 
they  have  with  them  given  under  my  hand." 

BfUALEliT. 

And  those  that  will  go 
to  the  Northward  to 
take  passage  in  what 
ship  they  can  shall 
have  a  I'assport. 

iSt.  Johns  the  "^I'li   i.,-i) 
November  16'J 
{liecorils.) 

'  (Quoted    in    Huosvn's    History   of  C. 
Breton. 
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AV   VEP3 


from    tl;e 
innocence 
poor  honest 


Baudoin  gives  a  very  depreciatory  account  of  the  settlers,  who,  he 
said,  were  good  shots  but  great  cowards,  so  that  one  hundred  of  them 
would  fly  before  one  Frenchman. 

"  They  have  not  [ho  says]  a  single  minister  of  religion  in  these  establishments, 
thongh  more  than  twenty  of  them  me  larger  settlements  than  Placontia.  They  do 
not  know  what  religion  they  belong  to.  The  greater  part  of  them,  born  in  this 
country,  have  never  received  any  instruction,  and  never  make  any  act  of  roligion, 
no  more  than  mere  savages.  Drunkenness  and  impurity  are  common  and  public 
among  them,  even  among  the  women.  It  is  impossible  to  imagine  anything  more 
abominable  than  the  life  led  by  the  English  on  these  coasts  ;  they  are  left  altogether 
without  the  succour  of  religion  and  are  degenerated  into  a  race  almost  worst  than 
savages.  Crime  of  the  most  loathsome  nature  is  quite  pul)lic  among  them ;  they 
endeavoured  even  to  entice  our  men  to  evil." 

To  anycne  acquainted  with  the  morals — especially  the  military 
morals — of  that  age,  the  idea  of  French  soldiers,  the  most  dissolute  set 

of  ruffians  in  Europe, 
being    led 
path      of 
by    our 

settlers'  wives  and 
daughters  is  simply 
incredible. 

This  bloodthirsty 
little  Recollet  Father 
cut  sing  his  enemies 
and  exulting  over  the 
slaughter,  ruin,  and 
spoliation  of  the 
unfortunate  New  ■ 
foundland  settlers  is 
quite  in  the  spirit — 
the  cruel  barl)arous 
temper — of  the  age, 
which  made  the  New 
England  divines  hang 
Quakers  and  wit- 
nessed the  Reverend  Cotton  Mather  on  honsebtick  superintending  with 
tiery  religious  zeal  the  judicial  murder  of  witches. 

The  victims  of  a  hundred  years  of  calumny,  our  self-reliant  settlers, 
constantly  petitioning  lor  a  settled  government  and  a  minister,  stand 
out  in  contrast  to  the  rough  ship  flshermen  ;  they  constantly  succoured  ^ 


'  eiAi 


PLAN   OF  THK  CAMTAKIN'S  OP  1008. 


'  See  Dowuiiig's  narrative,  p.  20i. 
English  imvul  oHiveri^. 


Duwning's  stnteuitut  is  confirmed  by  nearly  all  the 
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shipwrecked  sailora,  and  nui'sed  them  tlirough  sicknesses.  There  was 
a  baser  element  among  them,  as  in  all  communitie-^,  subject  as  tliey 
were  for  many  months  to  the  incursion  of  ten  to  twenty  tl.ousiind 
fishermen,  many  of  them  steeped  in  the  wickedness  cf  the  great  p(  rts 
of  the  Old  World  ;  in  the  hurry  to  be  rich  during  the  short  setison  l)y 
supplying  rum  to  those  uni'uly  crowds,  some  in  the  lai  ger  settlements, 
like  St.  John's,  were  occasionally  wild  and  lawless.^ 

The  long  and  very  interesting  diaiy  of  BauJoin  is  an  important 
contribution  to  our  local  history  ;'  he  gives  a  graphic  account  of  the 
expedition,  a  descri>)tion  of  all  the  various 
English  settlements  around  Conception  Bay 
and  on  the  east  coast ;  he  tells  us  of  the 
comfortable  homes  of  the  settlers,  their  stocks 
of  cattle,  horses,  &:c,  the  hu-ge  mercantile 
establishments  in  St.  John's,  Carbonear,  and 
Harbour  Grace.  Several  extracts  from  this 
diary  will  be  found  in  the  Notes,  it  is  much 
too  long  to  (juote  in  full. 

A  critical  examination  shows  that  many 
of  the  chapliiin's  statements  are  incorrect. 
We  nui.it  remen-ber  that,  in  accordance 
Mith  French  usage — of  which  many  amusing 
instances  are  given  by  Parkman — Baudoin 
was  a  spy  on  his  superior  ofrcers — 
Do  Brouillon  and  D'Ibt  rvillj.  Every  official 
was  encouraged  to  nuike  these  kind  of 
J  eports,  so  the  chaplain  recounts,  with  avidity, 
to  "  Sa  Gratideur  " — evii!ently  the  head  of 
liis  order — the  misdeeds  of  De  Brouillon.  his 
qiiarr-ls,  and  his  avarice,  whilst  everything 
good  is  said  of  his  own  captain — D'Iberville. 

What  makes  one  doubt  the  truthfulness 
of   this  diary  is,  first,  it  is   the   story  of   a 

spy;  secondly,  the  absence  of  a  list  of  the  French  killed  and 
wounded.  Our  settlers  were  splendid  shots ;  if  so  many  English 
were  killed  in  these  first  encounters,  the  French  must  have  equally 
suffered,  yet  all   their  1<  ss  is  put  down  at  one  man  killed.     Baudoin's 


FRENCir  SOI.IIIER  IX   1705. 

Frcm  Wiiisnr's  X.  d-  C.  II.  of 
Americit, 


'  Captnin  Tavenor,  a  Newfoiiiidhvrd 
skipper,  reported  in  17  U  that  the  Knglish 
frcifjhters  and  skipperx  from  Spain  and 
Portugal  refnsed  to  sell  salt  to  the  planters 
unless  they  took  also  a  certain  quuntitj-  cf 
wine  and  spirits. 


^  The  nianusciipt  in  French  was  lent  to 
me  by  Hishop  Howley,  and  has  been  carefully 
tninslated  by  my  friend,  Madame  Kiballier 
des  Isles.  .1  Charlevoix  used  it,  almost  word 
for  word,  for  his  description  of  this  cam- 
paign. 
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explmiation  about  the  inferiority  of  the  English  guns,  and  the  superior 
skill  of  the  Canadian  Indians  in  bush  fighting,  admitting  it  all  to  be 
true,  wouM  not  account  for  the  tremendous  disparity  between  the  losses 
on  both  sides.  Mr.  Christopher  Pollard  petitioned  in  1(597  that  the 
planters  from  Newfoundland  should  be  sent  back  to  take  part  in  the 
war,  because  they  were  such  good  shots,  and  accustomed  to  camping  oiit 
in  the  winter.  He  said  the  regular  soldiers  would  not  be  able  to  fight 
successfully  against  the  Canadians  and  Indians. 

As  to  the  accusation  of  cowardice  he  makes  against  the  Newfound- 
landers, his  own  account  of  the  sally  of  the  brave  eighty-eight  men  to 
defend  their  brothers  in  Petty  Harbour  is  an  eloquent  reply  to  this 
charge.  Every  movement  of  tlie  French  was  watched  by  our  people, 
the  little  garrison  knew  all  about  the  large  force  of  disciplined  soldiers 
they  had  to  contend  with,  yet  these  gallant  civilians  threw  themselves 
into  the  breach — like  the  immortal  three  hundred  Greeks — to  die  in 
defence  of  their  country.  Talk  about  cowardice  !  Colonial  history  has 
seldom  recorded  a  more  heroic  action  than  the  battle  of  this  dauntless 
handful  of  fishermen  against  their  four  hundred  foes. 

After  all,  the  gasconading  chaplain  admits  that  his  brave  French 
never  made  any  serious  attempt  to  attack  a  real  fortification  like 
Carbonear.  All  their  heroic  exploits  were  assaults  on  poor  fishermen, 
helpless  women,  and  children — the  burning  of  their  houses,  and  the 
plunder  and  pillage  of  their  goods.  One  I'egrets,  for  the  honour  of  such 
a  distinguished  Canadian  as  D'Iberville,  that  he  acted  in  bad  faith,  both 
at  the  surrender  of  St.  John's  and  in  the  attempted  exchange  of 
prisoners  at  Carbonear  Island.  Tiie  march  through  the  country  in 
winter  was  a  great  military  feat ;  but  after  the  capture  of  St.  John's, 
their  exploits  during  the  rest  of  the  campaign  were  simply  acts  of 
barbarity,  worthy  of  the  savage  Abenaquis ;  certainly  they  added  no 
fresh  laurels  to  the  great  military  glories  of  France. 

The  French,  after  their  various  raids  between  If) 90  and  17LS, 
never  nnnained  in  possession  of  any  part  of  the  English  settlements. 
They  simply  swooped  down  on  the  peaceful  English  settlements  like 
birds  of  prey,  harried  them,  and  then  flew  away  to  their  nests  in 
Placentia. 

Their  oiI:cers  and  troo} "  were  paid  out  of  the  booty  taken.  These 
expeditions  pc>rtook  more  of  the  natui'e  of  a  freebooting  expedition 
than  a  definite  scheme  o+'  conquest.  The  rich  English  settlements,  of 
which,  Charlevoix  said,  the  meanest  was  better  than  Placentia,'  ott'ered  a 
tempting  bait — a  suitable  opportunity  of  employing  restless  Canadians 

'  Shka's  Charletoiv, 
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aiifl  Indian  braves  during  tlu;  winter ;  thoy  always  retired  before  the 
advent  of  the  English  fishing  fleet.' 

During  the  wars  of  this  reign,  especially  in  the  French  expedition 
under  J)'Iberville,  tremendous  losses  were  inflicted  on  the  English 
in  Newfoundland.  In  a 
petition  to  King  William 
the  damage  to  the  little 
Devonshire  town  of  Bide- 
ford  alone  is  estimated 
at  £24,700;  the  planters' 
lo.ss  at  Ferryland  is  put 
down  at  £12,000.  The 
greatest  sufferers  of  all 
were  the  unfortunate  in- 
habitants of  St.  John's. 
Accounts  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  TI.  show  the  sub- 
stantial chai'acter  of  the 
settlers'  houses,  their 
wealth,  their  large  stores, 
shops,  and  extensive  fishing 
establishments.  In  this 
generation  we  have  twice 
seen  our  fair  city  reduced 
to  a  heap  of  ashes.  Some 
of  us  can  remember  all 
the  horrors  and  miseries 
of  that  terrible  night   of 

June  184(1,  when  thousands 

of   poor    forlorn    families 

were     huddled      together 

without  shelter,    food,    or 

clothintif.       The    niiiht    of 

the    fire    of     '46     Wiis   a 

terrible  time   of  calamity, 

but  its    miseries  were   as 

nothing  compared  to   the 

sufterings    of   the  inhabi- 
tants  of  St.  John's   in  the  bitter  winter  weather  of    1G9G.      By   the 

invasion  and  destruction  of  St.  John's  they  were  not  only  made  homeless 


'  Pemiali.ow    says:  —  '' Xe«founr!land      riiviipcs  that  have  been  committed  there  by 
has  giveu  a  melancholy  aocount  ol'  the  many       the  powerful  assistance  of  those  savages." 
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and  beggars,  thoy  were  banished  from  the  hind  they  loved  so  dearly ; 
many  of  them  had  seen  their  brotlier.s,  sons,  i)iisbands,  and  lovers,  who 
had  sallie<l  out  so  boldly  on  that  frosty  November  morning  to  assist  the 
men  of  Petty  Harbour,  brought  back  to  them  dead  and  mutilated  by 
the  savage  allies  of  the  French  ;  to  crown  all  the  anguish  of  this  terrible 
time,  they  were  cro^"ded  together  in  one  small  vessel,  two  hundred  and 
twenty-four  men,  women,  and  children.  The  horrors  of  that  awful 
v/inter  passage  no  pen  can  describe.' 

This  total  destruction  of  the  Newfoundland  settlements  by  the 
French  in  1()!)7  cau.sed  great  excitement  and  alarm  in  New  England'  and 
Virginia.  King  William's  Government  was  at  length  arou.sed  to  action. 
There  was  tremendous  indignation  in  England  againr't  the  Ministry  lor 
the  loss  of  Newfoundland,  and  tlieir  neglect  to  send  a  naval  and  military 
force  to  defend  the  Island.  When  it  was  too  late,  and  the  whole 
English  Colony  and  their  possessions  had  been  swept  away  from  the  face 
of  the  earth,  a  large  scjuadroii,  under  Admii-ii  Norris,  and  no  less  than 
fifteen  hundred  soldiers  —  two  regiments,  one  from  Ireland,  under 
Colonel  Gibson — were  sent  out  (1{)!)7)  to  recapture  Newronndland.'' 
They  found  St.  John's  completely  abandoned.  The  French  had  burnt, 
pillaged,  and  destroyed  everything  movable  and  immovable  in  the  once 
flourishing  settlement.  There  was  not  a  solitary  Imilding  left  .standing, 
all  the  forts  were  razed  to  the  ground  ;  literally,  there  was  not  one 
stone  left  upon  another.* 

•  The  following  entry  on  the  cover  of  the 
parish  register  of  the  old  church  of  Ccffiiis- 
well  describes  these  events  in  simple,  but 
l)athetic,  langunge.  It  was  extraetecl  for  me 
l)j  the  late  Hon.  S.  Kendell  :— 

"  The  12th  November  IG'JG.  St.  John's 
in  the  Newfoundland  was  taken  by  the  French 
and  ye  Indians,  and  nniny  men  were  killed. 
They  in  the  Fort  yielded  upon  articles,  and 
had  of  the  French  a  ship  to  bring  them  iionie 
to  Kneland.  They  came  out  of  the  ship  ^-'4 
souls  Elias  Hickford  came  home  the  luth  of 
January  j  the  ship  came  to  Dartmouth. 

John  Bickford,  Parish  Clerk." 


'  Royal  Lettf.r  sent  to  thk  Goveknour 
ov  Massacul'setts  Hay. 

2+  March  101'". 

IJelat'*'"  *o  the  capture  of  St.  John's  by 
the  French,  the  Governour  is  re(|uired  to  send 
ships  and  land  forces  as  may  be  spared  and 
jirovisions  to  join  the  Uoyal  ships  between 
t'ape  Kaee  and  Cape  IJonavista.  The  letter 
s.iys  more  particularly  that  the  Colony  of  New 
England  is  concerned  iu  recoveiiug  what  has 
been  lost  ;u  Newloundland. 

•'  The  "  Life  of  Captain  Steplien  Martin," 
by  Clements  1{.  Murkham,  contains  a  lull 
account  of  this  expedition. 


■•  There  is  a  very  interesting  account  of 
the  defence  of  Little  Belle  Isle  in  KiOG-O?. 

The  first  resident  on  this  small  island  in 
Conception  Hay  was  John  Karle,  a  West 
Countryman.  He  was  a  very  smart,  well 
educated  young  man  :  just  of  age  in  KIDS, 
when  he  married  in  Harbour  Grace  Fanny 
(iarland,  sister  of  the  well-known  Justice 
(iiirland  ;  a  Mr.  I'insent  and  a  Mr.  Lilly 
married  other  sisters  of  Mr.  Garland.  The 
l-"rehch  attacked  Ijittle  Helle  Isle  with  two 
barges  full  of  soldiers.  John  luirle  had 
cannon  upon  the  cliff;  he  sank  one  barge 
with  a  >.hot,  and  the  other  then  rowc^d  off; 
lie  had  scarecrows  dressed  up  as  men  on  the 
top  of  the  cliff  to  make  the  enemy  believe  he 
had  a  large  force.  Farle  used  to  tell  of  the 
high  prices  in 'hose  days  ;  CJarland,  of  Trinity, 
as  a  favour  to  a  relation,  sold  him  one  spring 
one  cwt.  and  a  half  of  Hour  for  £.">  st'g.,  and  one 
hh'd.  of  salt  for  Cii.  John  Knr\e  lived  and 
died  and  was  burietl  on  Little  lielle  Isle.  One 
of  his  s(Uis,  William,  lived  in  Juggler's  Cove, 
Hay  Roberts,  and  died  there  of  small  pox 
in  1777.  The  other  son,  John,  lived  in  Por- 
tugal Clove,  and  is  mentioned  iu  the  census 
of  17U4-').  There  are  numerous  descendants 
of  both  brandies.  The  family  bilile  of  the  first 
John  Karie's  wife  is  in  the  !>t.  John's  ^luseuui. 
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The  sokliers  were  Hjt  to  work  at  once,  and  a  new  Fort  William  was 
erected  upon  the  old  site  under  t^.u  vMrection  of  a  Mr.  llichardH,  aji 
engineer.  Not  much  was  done  the  iirst  year  lieyond  erecting  the 
palisade,  but  between  1G98  and  170(S  the  ram))arts  were  faced  with 
brick  and  bomb-proof  parapets,  and  powder-inagazineH  and  substantial 
barracks  erected.  An  additional  fort — Foit  George — was  made  below 
for  the  townspeople,  and  connected  by  a  subway  M'ith  Fort  William. 
All  the  work  about  Fort  William  is  the  labour  of  English  hands,  com- 
menced anew  in  1007.  with  considerable  additions  made  from  time  to 
time  by  English  engineers.  The  French  were  never  in  possession  of  tlie 
jiresent  fort  except  from  June  to  September  1702.  It  appears  to  have 
been  onl}'^  partially  desti'oyed  in  1708  by  St.  Oviile,  as  we  find 
Governor  Collins  mentioning  the  fort  in  1709  as  still  in  existence.  Two 
substantial  Imtteries  were  also  built  between  1097  and  1704  on  the  site 
of  the  earthworks  of  Captain  Martin — the  Chain  Kock  and  Fort 
Fretlerick   Ijatteries  of  our  days.     So  strong  were  the  sea  defences   of 

St.  John's  that  it  rt.sisted  all  the 
attacks  of  the  Fi  ench  ships.  D'lber- 
ville,  with  true  military  genius,  was 
the  fii-.st  to  discover  that  oui*  capital 
— well-nigh  imj)regnable  l)y  sea — 
could  be  easily  captureil  in  the 
winter  by  land. 

The  movements  of  the  naval 
and  military  forces  were  very  much 
hampered  by  being  under  separate 
commands,  and  recjuired  to  call 
councils  of  war.  Admiral  Nonis 
next  year  had  supreme  conti'ol  as 
Governor  for  the  time  being.  As 
a  result,  there  was  much  indeci.sion. 
When  Nesmond's  fleet  was  reported, 
in  August,  to  be  outside  the  harbour, 
instead  <  ''  going  out  to  engage  it, 
an  extra  cable  Avas  put  across  the  harbour,  «)  that  the  two  imposing 
expeditions  sent  out  by  France  and  England  returned  home  without 
having  exchanged  a  blow.  Norris's  conduct  of  the  war  is  severely 
censured  by  Burnet. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Handyside  and  three  hundred  men  were  left 
at  St.  John's  for  the  winter,  but  the  buildings  were  so  badly 
built,   the    wLntir   .so   severe,   and    provisions   so   scarce    (a  ship  from 
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New  England  having  failed   to   reach   them),  tliat   two  hundred  and 
t'tjurteen  died. 

On  the  31st  of  March  the  Privy  Council  had  decided  to  station  a 
permanent  garrifion  at  St.  John's,  to  improve  the  fortification.s,  and  erect 
a  boom  across  the  harbour.  The  Uoard  of  Ordnance  did  not  carry  out 
this  last  order ;  in  fact,  they  objected  to  do  anything  for  the  Colony, 
claiming  that  the  expense  should  be  borne  by  the  settlers,  like  the  other 
plantations.  Lieutenant  Lilburne,  with  sixty  soldiers  and  gunners, 
remained  through  the  winter,  and  in  1()!)9  a  Captain  Andrewa  seems  to 

have  been  in  command.  Ten 
recruits  sent  out  from  England 
this  year  were  returned  as  not 
being  required,  so  we  may 
conclude  that  the  f oi  tifications 
were  complete,  and  were  con- 
sidered to  be  practically  im- 
pregnable. 

The  reign  of  William  III., 
the  first  real  constitutional 
sovereign  of  England,  has  been 
drawn  for  us  by  Macaulay  in  a 
history  which,  despite  all  its 
faults  and  its  grievous  mis- 
statements, ever  will  remain 
an  imperishable  monument  to 
the  character  of  this  illustrious 
warrior  and  statesman — the 
noblest  history  in  the  world. 
William  was  the  hereditary 
enemy  of  France.  Under  his 
firm  rule  England  threw  off  the  galling  yoke  of  subserviency  to  the 
arrogant  Louis,  which  had  been  borne  by  Charles  and  James. 

All  the  pretensions  of  the  French  in  the  Colony  were  sternly 
ignored.  The  king  declared  that  no  alien  or  stranger  shall  fish  or  take 
bait  in  Newfoundland,  and  in  his  first  declaration  of  war  against  the 
French  he  sets  forth  : — 

"  It  was  not  long  since  the  French  took  license  from  the  Governor  of  New- 
foundland to  fish  upon  the  coast  and  paid  a  tribute  for  such  licenses  as  an 
acknowledgement  of  the  sole  right  of  the  Crown  of  England  to  that  Island ;  but 
of  late  the  encroachments  of  the  French  on  his  Majesty's  subjects  trading  and 
fishing  there  had  been  more  like  the  invasions  of  an  enemy  than  becoming  friends, 
who  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  that  trade  only  by  permission." 


ESOLISH  SOLDIERS  IN   1710. 

From  Winsor's  JV.  <£•  C.  H.  of  America, 
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This  is  a  plain  and  clear  statement  of  the  English  dominion  over  the 
island.  Unfortunately,  William  was  too  much  occupied  defending 
Holland  to  give  his  brave  wonls  effect  until  the  terriltle  disaster  of 
16!)Ci-7.  Alter  the  Pence  of  Kyswick,  whicii  left  France  in  possession 
of  all  her  territory  in  America,  including  part  of  Newfoundland,  uo 
great  effort  wjis  made  to  drive  the  French  out  of  Newfoundland. 

On  the  9th  December  1008,  in  his  speech  from  the  throne, 
King  William  reconunended  P.irliament  "  to  employ  their  thoughts 
about  some  good  Bills  for  the  advnncement  of  trade,  they  were  enjoyned 
to  tnke  the  state  of  the  Newfoundland  fishery  into  their  consideraticjn  "; 
and  in  order  to  restoie  good  government  and  to  prevent  contentions 
and  disorders  for  the  future,  an  Act  was  passed  entitled  "An  Ad  to 
cncoitrarje  thf  Tnulu  to  Xen\finin(lbvn(l"  At  this  distance  of  time  we 
cmnot  understand  how  any  intelligent  Minister  could  have  propounded 
such  a  Bill ;  but  William's  Government  was  notoriously  ct)rrupt.  It  is 
only  through  the  strong  influence  of  Devonshire  and  bribery  that  we 
can  explain  the  passage  of  such  a  measure. 

In  the  first  section  of  the  Act  the  right  of  England  to  the 
Colony  was  clearly  .set  forth.  No  alien  or  stranger  whatsoever  was  to 
take  bait  or  fish  there.  It  was  a  re-assertion  of  our  claim  to  the  whole 
island,  but  King  William's  Government  never  gave  it  any  practical 
effect. 

The  only  reasonable  provision  in  the  Act  was  the  seventh  clause, 
which  gave  a  title  "  to  all  persons  who  have  built  houses  stages  Szc. 
since  10S5  that  did  not  belong  to  fishing  shii^s  they  to  occupy  and 
enjoy  the  same." 

The  absurdi':}  and  monstrosity  of  the  scheme  which  was  arranged 
for  the  interest  of  the  West  Counti-ymen  lay  in  the  sunender  of  the 
entire  control  of  the  Colony,  including  the  administration  of  justice,  into 
the  rude  hands  of  a  set  of  ignorant  skippers,  who  were  .so  illitei-ate,  that 
out  of  the  whole  body  of  these  ma"ine  justiciai'ies,  only  four  could  be 
found  able  to  sign  their  names. 

There  is  one  very  singular  feature  about  the  Act  of  W'illiain  III. 
The  statute  is  entirely  declaratory  and  directory  ;  there  is  not  a  single 
penal  clause  in  it  from  beginning  to  end,  nor  is  any  compulsory  jurisdic- 
tion given  to  any  authority  acting  under  it.  The  framers  of  the  Act 
had  evidently  very  little  confidence  in  fishing  admirals,  vice-admirals, 
and  rear-admirals,  for  they  virtually  gave  them  no  power  to  compel 
anyone  to  obey  their  edicts ;  all  the  technical  words  used  to  constitute 
a  court  have  been  very  carefully  omitted  from  this  remarkable  statute. 
Charles'  Star  Chamber  Rules  contained  penalties  for  certain  offences, 
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here  there  were  nunc — every  imni.shiiient  iiillieteil  hy  a  tishiii;^  luimiml 
was,  thi'ri'i'ore,  wholly  illegal. 

Besides  the  n<liinrals,  tiiore  were  other  i'.mctionaries  with  still  nioro 
hi^h-souiidinf^  titles.  W^e  read  in  the  records  of  tlie  vioicsnt  acts  of 
Ford,  the  "  CJovernor  of  Petty  Harhour,"  and  the  trucuU^nt  hiunouiH 
of  the  "  Kint:  of  Qni»hly  Vitty. "  ' 

I  will  try  iind  describe  the  fishinj^  admiral,  as  lie  appeared  to  onr 
ancestors,  clothed,  not  in  the  di;^fnity  of  office,  not  in  tlie  flowing 
judicial  robes,  not  in  the  simple  and  sober  black  of  the  police  ma^nstrate, 
but  in  liis  ordinary  blue  flushin;i;  jacket  and  trousers,  economically 
beanieareil  with  pitch,  tar,  and  Hsh  slime,  his  head  adorned  with  an 
old  sealskin  cap,  robbed  from  an  Indian,  or  bartered  for  a  |,'lass  of  rum 
and  a  stick  of  to\)acco.  The  sacred  temple  of  law  and  e(juity  W!\s  a 
fish  store,  the  judicial  seat  an  inverted  butter  firkin.  Justice  was 
freely  dispensed  to  the  suitor  who  paid  the  most  for  it.  In  the  absence 
of  a  hi/Tfher  bribe,  bis  worship's  decision  was  often  favoural)!;-  ati'ected 
by  the  judicious  presentation  of  a  few  New  England  apples. 

The  litigant  who  commenced  liis  case  with  the  production  of  a 
flowing  bowl  of  calabogus  -  captivated  the  judicial  mind  most 
effectually.  Sometimes,  alas !  the  dignity  of  the  Bencli  was  diminished 
by  the  sudden  fall  of  the  Court  prostrate  on  the  floor,  overcome  by  the 
too  potent  effects  of  new  rum  and  spruce  beer. 

The  fishing  admirals  were  not  satisfied  with  the  powers  conferred 
upon  them.  The  Western  adventurers  petitioned  to  allow  them  to 
appoint  depnticH  to  exercise  their  duties  ;  this  was  sternly  refused. 
Time  would  fail  to  recount  all  the  enormities  and  bai-barities  of 
these  ignorant  vulgar  tyrants.  They  displaced  the  rightful  owners 
of  room,  seizing  them  either  for  thonselves  or  their  friends  ;  they 
fined,  triangled,"  and  whipped  at  their  pleasure  every  unfortunate 
wretch  who  earned  their  displeasure,  and  ngain.st  whom  some 
trumped-up  charge  could  Ins  made  out. 

They  always  put  off  hearing  any  cases  until  August.  Invariably 
th<>v  tried  their  own  causes  first.  C'hief  Justice  Brady,  (m  his  first 
visit  to  a  Western  outport,  found,  to  his  astonishment,  that  tli<'  agent 
of  the  gi'cat  English  house  in  the  place  had  sat  on  the  Bench  and 
given  a  number  of  judgments  in  favour  of  his  own  firm.  "  How  dare 
you,  sir,  commit  such  a  perversion   of  justice  i "    said    the  indignant 
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'  Till'  oMcst  ship  fislu'rinun  in  each 
hailioiir  was  callfil  tlic  "  kin?,'." 

-  Cftlaboftus  was  a  favourite  drink  with 
the  Admirals.  It  was  <'oini)()hod  of  rum, 
molassts,  ami  spruce  beer.    Their   principal 


toast :  "  The  Pope  and  ten  dollars  "  (meaning 
ten  dollars  a  quintal  for  lish). 

•'  Air.  I'earce,  of  Twillingate,  who  dii'd  not 
long  ago,  remembered  as  a  boy  seeing  a  man 
triangled — tied  by  the  outstretched  arms — 
aud  whipped  by  order  of  a  fishing  admiral. 
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Chief.  "  Wfll,"'  .Hai«l  the  ngcnt,  quite  uiDiluished,  "  I  must  l>e  a  prt>tty 
sort  of  a  vulo  of  a  ju<lj,'t'  if  I  could  not  do  justice  to  iiiyHolf."  Tlii.s 
ivniarkahlo  Justice  rejoiced  in  the  name  of  "  the  Lord  Hi<jK 
llaihiiiral." 

The  most  celehrateil  of  the  tiHliin^  admirals — Conmiaiider-in-Chief 
and  Generalissimo  of  the  West  Country  adventurers  in  1700 — was 
Captain  Artluir  Holdsworth,  Admiral  of  the  Harbour  of  St.  Jolin's. 
The  old  Devonshire  family  of  the  Holdsworths  of  Dartmouth  are 
closely  connected  with  our  history.  Cromwell  consulted  a  Mr.  Holds- 
worth  (or  (Jldhworth)  probably  this  Captain  Arthur's  father— about 
the  affairs  of  the  Cohmy.  A  later  descendant— also  Arthur  Holdsworth 
— was  Governor  of  Dartmouth  Castle,  probably  a  ffrandson  of  Admiral 
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AQUAKOUTE. 

From  a  drawing  by  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  W.  Grai). 


Holdsworth.  He  was  the  last  member  of  the  old  family  who  took  any 
personal  share  in  our  trade.  He  built  the  large  stone  house  still 
existing  in  Ferry  land,  occupied  by  Mr.  Moroy.     The  late  Mr.  White 
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an  old  residciit,  distinctly  remembered  the  Governor  of  Dartmouth 
t'astle — a  very  tall,  powerful  man.  The  family  is  .still  in  existence,  and 
own  large  property  in  St.  John's  (Holdsworth  Street,  &c.).  Both  the 
Brookings  and  the  Studd3's  are  connected  with  the  Holdsworth  family. 
Mr.  Brooking,  who  managed  their  firm's  affairs  in  Newfoundland 
in  our  own  time,  was  called  Thomas  Holdsworth. 

In  1701  the  Engli.sh  Government  sent  out  Mr.  Larkin,  a  barrister, 
to  draw  up  a  confidential  report  on  all  the  English  North  American 
colonic."?.  In  his  report  on  Newfoundland  he  shows  how  the  West 
Coimtry  men  worked  this  Act  of  William  III.  to  their  own  advantage. 
In  1701  he  .says,  writing  from  St.  John's  : — • 

"  The  then  ndtniral  of  this  Harbour,  Captain  Arthur  Holdsworth,  brought  over 
from  England  thii'  fishing  season  236  passengers  all  or  great  part  of  which  were 
bye  boat  keepi-rs  and  they  were  brought,  und<^r  a  pri'tenco  of  being  freighters 
al)C'ard  his  ship,  though  it  was  only  tor  some  few  jirovisions  for  thcii-  necessary 
use.  These  persons  ho  had  put  and  continued  in  the  most  convenient  stages  in  the 
Harbour  which  all  along  since  the  year  1685  had  belonged  to  fishing  ships, 
in.somuch  that  severiil  masters  of  fishing  vessels  had  been  obliged  to  hire  rooms  of 
the  Planters. 

"'J'l)ese  bye  boat  kee])ers,"  says  Mr.  Larkin,  "were  most  of  them  able  fisher- 
men and  there  was  not  one  fresh  man  or  greeu  man  amongst  them  a  '.  the  Act 
requires." 

Mv.  Larkin  goes  on  to  state  : — 

"  That  Ca,)tain  Arthur  Holdsworth  and  one  or  two  more  who  constantly  used 
the  fishery,  made  it  their  business  in  the  Ijoginning  of  the  year  to  ride  from  one 
market  town  to  another  in  the  West  of  England  on  purpose  to  get  passengers, 
with  whom  they  made  an  agreement,  that  in  ca?'  they  should  happen  to  be 
Admirals  of  any  of  the  Harbours  [The  first,  secon.,  or  third  to  arrive  in  the 
Harbonrj  they  would  put  and  oonti  lue  Mr.  Holdswoith  and  such  peisons  as  he 
approved  of  in  fishing  ships  rooms. 

"This,"  ,says  Mr.  Larkin,  "was  very  groat  abuse  and  disconragoment  to  the 
other  Adventurers  :  besides,  these  bye  boat  keepers  could  att'ovd  to  sell  their  fish 
chpapcr  than  the  Adventurers,  which  must  lessen  the  number  of  fishing  ships." 

In  the  last  year  of  King  William's  reign  the  great  English 
Missionary  Society,  which  lias  done  and  is  still  doing  so  much  to 
sustain  the  Church  of  England  in  this  Colony,  was  founded  and 
incorporated  as  "  The  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in 
Foreign  Parts,"  under  a  Royal  Cluirter,  dated  the  IGth  June  170L 
Th(!rc  had  been  previou.sly  several  abortive  attempts  to  establish  a 
similar  scheme.  Laud  haa  proposed  one  to  Charles.  Cromwell  planned 
an  institution  "or  all  Protestant  churches  that  was  to  rival  the  great 
Propaganda  ot  Rome,  but  up  to  the  beginning  of  ''e  eighteenth  century 
the  Church  of  England  had  not  pr*  ^  rly  fulfilled  the  Divine  command 
to  go  forth  and  preach  the  gospel  to  all  nations.     Since  then  she  haa 
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nohly  redeemed  her  early  neglect  of  missioms.  Kome  hati  hvv 
enthusiastic  misnioiiaries,  especially  a  devoted  band  of  Jesuits,  braving 
all  flangers,  and  bearing  the  nies,>,ag<'  of  tln'  Croat  to  many  lands  long 
before  the  English  (.'hurcli  had  a  single  labourer  -m  the  tield.  There 
is,  hnwever,  no  record  of  any  Roman  Catliolic  priest  living  in  the 
Eiiglisli  settlements  during  this  or  the  two  succeeding  reigns,  unless 
Cjcowling,  mentioned  Ijy  Roope,  was  a  resident  of  St,  John's. 

To  the  venerable  English  society,  Newfoundland  is  indebli-d  for  the 
first  resident  clergyman,  the  Rev.  John  Jacks.'>n.  He  had  been  chaplaui 
of  one  of  the  men-of-war  that  came  with  oir  John  Norris'  expedition 
in  1(597,  and  had  resided  in  St.  John's  and  ministered  to  a  congregation, 
and  a  small  church  had  been  built  clos*'  to  Fort  William,  several  years 
before  the  first  grant  was  made  by  the  S.P.G.  1b  17().'J  we  find  the 
following  entry  in  the  records  of  the  Society ; — 

"  In  Newfoundland  no  public  exercise  of  religion  oxceiit  at  Sr.  .lohn's  where 
there  is  a  contrregation  but  unable  to  subsiat  a  minister.  To  Mr.  Juckseoii 
£50  per  annum  and  a  benefaction  of  £30." 

Probably  this  was  given  to  enable  him  to  bring  out  his  wife  and 
family.  Jackson  seems  to  have  been  a  good,  earnest  man.  He  had  a 
ibtficult  part  to  play  ;  to  many  of  the  lawl.;,-i8  residents  the  restraints 
of  religious  observances  of  decency  and  morality  were  irksome  in  the 
extreme.  Wliat  rendered  the  poor  chaplain's  position  still  more  difficult 
was  the  diiect  (.opposition  and  bad  exa  .  pie  of  the  Commandant  and 
resident  Governoi'. 
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I.  The  Campaign  of  1696-7. 

(a)  ExoLisH  Account  <jv  tiik  Fhe.ncii 
Attack  on  St.  John's,  1696. 

Philip  Kobeits,  Richard  Gi,'lin!iii  and 
Sainiii'l  .May  hite  Inhabitants  and  fishtTini'n 
of  ^t.  John's  in  the  North  part  of  Xewloiiiul- 
hind  i-ame  this  present  1 0th  day  of  Jiiiniary 
161*6-7  before  nn-  Tl.omas  Ilood  Kxiuiie 
Mayor  of  the  Horough  of  Clifton,  Davtmoutli 
Hardness  and  Joliti  Palmer  Es(|iiire  tlie  last 
preoedinfT  Mayor,  two  of  Hi»  Majesty'- 
Jnstiees  of  the  Peace  within  the  sanie,  !•> 
swear  that  on  the  16th  Xo\ ember  last  tiir 
Iidiabitants  of  St.  John's  had  inforn):ition  tliat 
the  French  to  the  number  of  sixteerc  nen  had 
taken  Petty  llarbonr  a  small  lishin-j  place 
about  nine  miles  distant  from  St.  John's  ; 

Upon  which  the  Inliabitanis  aforeoiid 
.sent  out  thirty  four  men,  armed  to  their 
rcl.ife.  Ihit  tiie  weat'  cr  pio\inif  full  if  -imw 
they  returned  the  next  day,  beiiijr  the  I7lh 
November,  without  etVectinjx  anythiii;r  On 
the  18th  they  sent  out  another  party  <»t  men 
to  the  number  of  eif,'hty  fom-  armni  t"  the 
iiid  and  assistance  of  the  Inhabilat\t«  ot  ['etty 
Harbour  who  had  n(»t  marched  above  a  mile 
from  St.  John's  up  the  South  Hill  until  tiiey 
met  a  body  of  French  and  Soldiers  and 
Canada  liulians,  to  the  n\nnber  of  Foiu' 
Inmdred  or  therealxMits,  with  whom  they 
entjaifed  half  an  hour  ;  in  which  action  wen- 
killed  of  the  inhabitants  thirty  four  men  ami 
several  others  wounded,  the  rest  retnatinfj 
back  to  the  Harbour  of  St.  John's,  the  Flench 
pursuinji. 

About  one  hundred  and  cii^hty  men  ot 
the  Inhabitants  besides  womeii  and  chihlreii 
entered  into  a  fortification  called  Kinu 
William's  Ffort,  which  they  kept  anil  det'eiided 
for  three  days,  the  French  in  the  meantime 
burninjr  aiul  destroyinj.^  all  houses  boats 
stages  and  ju-ovisions. 

.\nd  these  Oi^ponents  further  say  that 
the  Frencli  took  one  William  Drew,  an  In- 
habitant a  Prisoner  and  cutt  all  around  his 
sealp  and  then  by  the  stienuth  of  hand  stript 
his  skin  from  the  (i)rehead  to  (he  erowne  and  so 
Kent  liim  into  the  I'ortitieation,  assuriiiji  the 
Inhabitants  that  they  would  serve  them  all 
in  like  maniu'r  if  they  did  no\  surrender;  who 
wanting  ainniunitioii  and  provisions  anil 
reeeivinjr  articles  of  surrender  from  the  FrtMn-h 
((d  which  the  aniu'xed  is  a  true  copy)  werv' 
aecordingly  (d)liged  to  doe  and  witli  about 
eighty  men  of  the  said  Inhabitants  went  off  to 
tiie  Southward  with  the  French,  most  of  them 
being  forced  so  to  doe  contrary  to  the  artiele,* 
of  ca]iitulati<in. 


And  Sainuell  Mav  saith  tlutt  being  present 
with  the  (iovernor  ol  Placentia  [Di'  Hrouillon] 
after  the  said  articles  of  surrender  were 
signed,  he  heard  the  said  Governor  declare 
by  an  interpreter,  that  the  Fnglish  were  asleep 
and  fools  to  suffer  tlnir  phintation  to  be  thus 
taken  from  thenj  ;  That  the  F'rench  did  not 
dont)t  of  taking  all  New  England  next  summer 
except  Hoston  ;  and  that  they  n(.w  intended 
to  inhabit  Kenews  having  already  fortified 
that  place. 

The  holy  of  the  Freneli  an<l  Indians, 
who  attacked  them,  were  connnauded  by  the 
(lovernor  of  Phieent>a  and  Canada,  who  came 
with  the  sa'd  forci-s  from  Placi'Utia  in  ships 
and  boats  to  Hay  IJulls,  and  from  thence  to 
Petty  Harbour  and  St.  John's  aforesaid  by 
land  and  that  after  the  destruction  of  St.  John's 
:i  party  of  the  aforesaid  foiies  were  detaclicd 
'1  march  through  the  woods  to  eonmiit  the 
iki'  spoyle  on  all  th.,  harbours  to  the 
iiirthwanl. 

That  on  16tli  December  last  these 
DepcMien!-  with  about  two  bundled  and  twenty 
men  wonieti  and  eh'ldren  Inhabitants  came 
fn»in  St.  .lohn'-^  \v  i  small  vessel  given  them 
by  the  Fi-eiieh  ;i.  carry  them  for  England, 
and  that  at  the  same  time  about  eighty  men 
more  nf  ilie  Inhiibitants  were  sent  in  another 
ve»*t?i  W)  I'' ranee,  contrary  to  tile  cajiitulation, 
ami  that  at  the  time  of  these  Dejiwnents 
leaving  the  Country  a  paily  of  Frent'i  were 
tU<-ti  in  possession  of  St.  .lohn's. 

(/))    IjAfUttlN'a    DlAKY. 

Till-;  (vi'TiiRK  OF  .St.  John's  m    tiik 
Fkknoh,  Xovkmbkk  1()96. 

On  the  morning  of  the  ystli  of  N'ove  ii- 
b.-r  .M  (le  Montigny,  a  brav«  Caimdian 
.Montigny  was  at  the  taking  of  .Schenectady 
and  Pemaipnd  and  served  in  after  Vi-ars  under 
.Sulierease  and  Ovide  in  Newfoundland], 
M  U'llierville's  lieutenant,  was  keeping  thi' 
advanei  d  guard  with  thirty  Canadians  march- 
ing about  one  hundred  vards  in  advance. 
M  De  Hrouillon  and  .M  li'lberville  followed 
with  tin  main  body  of  the  tr(K>ps.  M  l)e 
liiduilloii  had  orders  to  allow  the  Canadians 
to  talvc  the  lead  in  ea^e  of  a  siiilden  attacdv 

.Vtti'r  two  hours'  march  our  advance 
iruard  eanu'  upon  the  enemy  and  at  alxmt 
a  pistol  shot  from  ihein ;  they  inimbered 
eighty-eight.  They  occupied  tin  advantageous 
|iosition  on  a  nx^ky  hill  amongst  burnt  woods. 
'I'hese  iiills  [.South  Side  Mills]  served  to  protect 
them.  Our  ailviiiiecd  guard  opened  fire  upon 
the  enemy  wlio  thinking  we  nun:'.<'reil  but 
Iweniy  lour  returned  fire.     The.se  gentlemen 
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[D'Tli^rville  and  De  Brf*uillon]  soon  joined 
ii's,  and  aftiM-  havinj;  received  al>«(i]iitioii, 
every  iii;;ii  threw  aside  the  load  hi  had  been 
earrjiufi  and  rusiied  upon  thr  >-iien»v.  M  Do 
Brouillon  attacked  tlieiii  fir«t,  ilien  M  D'lh  r- 
ville  chose  tiie  left  Hank  and  discovernijr  the 
enemy  ainoiifist  the  rocks  and  bnslie».  he 
killed  a  ^reat  number;  after  half  an  hour's 
engagement  they  gave  in.  [The  real  number 
of  French  in  this  fight  was  about  lOl)  men.] 
M  D'llierville  jmrsiied  them  sword  in  hand 
right  into  St.  John's,  which  was  a  distance  of 
about  tllrel!-qllar^.el•s  of  a  league.  He  entered 
St.  .lohn's  fully  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before 
the  arrival  of  M  l)e  Urouillon  with  the  main 
body  of  our  troops.  M  D'lherville  got  into 
St.  .lohn's  at  the  same  time  as  the  enemy,  and 
imiiUMliately  took  possession  of  two  of  the 
first  forts  which  the  enemy  had  abandoned ; 
he  also  took  thirty-three  i>risoiiers,  amongst 
the  nuinher  some  entire  families.  The  others 
letreated,  some  into  the  large  Fort  and  some 
into  a  vessel  whii  h  was  then  in  the  Harbour. 
I'ear  was  so  general  amongst  the  enemy  [the 
Knglish]  that  had  M  D'lherville  had  one 
hundred,  men  \\  ith  liim  he  would  have  taken  the 
larger  Fort  also,  for  there  were  in  it  but  about 
two  hundred  men  according  to  the  accounts 
given  us  liy  the  prisoners,  and  the.se  hut  poorly 
juepared  for  war. 

M  I)e  Hroiiilloii  having  arrived  with  our 
main  army,  .\l  I)e  Miiis  eiieaiii|ied  in  the  Kent 
nearest  to  the  enemy  with  his  sixty  men,  and 
within  etinnon  shot  of  them.  This  Fort  wa.s 
liali.aded.  The  remainder  of  our  troops 
eneaiiiiied  in  the  hoii.scs.  The  wind  being 
favourahle  the  Vessel  which  lay  in  the 
Harbour  set  sail  laden  with  all  that  wa.s  best 
ill  St.  .lohn's  and  eighty  or  a  hundred  men. 
The  enemy  lost  fifty  men;  M  De  Ihoiiillon's 
tniinpeter  was  killed  whilst  standing  lieside 
him,  three  of  his  men  were  wounded  and  two 
of  M  D'lherville's  M  l)e  Urouillon  acted  all 
through  like  a  luavc  man;  I  wa.s  iptite  near 
him  most  of  the  time,  and  so  can  jiuhje  of  his 
doings. 

These  ]ieople  would  require  one  or  two 
campaign.^  with  the  Iro(|Uois  to  learn  how  to 
defend  themselves  against  the  enemy.  Verily 
the  Canadians  had  much  the  advantage, 
having  learned  how  to  fight  in  all  their  terrible 
wars  with  the  Iroqiioi.s.  In  these  wars,  as  in 
this  one,  it  is  far  better  to  be  killed  outright 
than  to  be  wounded,  for  there  are  no  remedies 
to  be  had,  no  lielj),  no  refreshineiit  for  the 
sick,  eaidi  iiian  having  only  just  what  he  can 
carry  on  his  back,  the  maivh  being  so  di.Rciilt 
through  this  barren  island. 

\Ve  sent  a  ))risoner  immediately  to  the 
fort,  hut  he  wils  retained  there.  L".)th  \oveiii- 
her.  it  is  snowing  heavily,  some  of  our  ("aiia- 
dians  going  into  the  woods  took  eight  prisoners, 
and  some  otIuM's  came  and  gave  themselves  up. 
These  geiilleineii  [the  I'Veiieh  comniaiuiers] 
seeing  that  our  enemies  are  deteniiined  to 
defend  iheinselves,  sent  to  Ihiy  Ihills  for  the 
mortars,  the  bonib.s,  and   (he  powder   which 


M  D'lherville  bad  left  there.  (In  the  night 
of  the  2:itli  ,!()th  MM.  I)e  Mins  and  De  Moi.- 
tigny  went  with  sixty  Canadians  to  hurii  the 
houses  which  were  near  and  beyond  the  fort  ; 
M.  l)'H)erville  stationed  himself  with  thirty  of 
his  men  t,i  support  them,  and  .M.  l)e  Hrouillon 
remained  at  the  advaneid  posts  with  his  men. 
The  ;i()th  Koveiiiher,  St.  Andrew's  day, 
a  man  eame  out  of  tlie  fort  carrying  a  white 
rtag  and  asking  for  terms.  Our  comiiu-.iHlers 
agree  to  an  interview.  The  (iovtrnor  of  the 
fort  came  out  with  forty  of  the  chief  in- 
hahitants  ;  they  would  not  allow  even  one  of 
our  pi'ople  to  go  within  the  fort,  lest  we  might 
see  in  what  a  miserable  state  it  was,  anil  to 
what  straits  they  were  reduced.  They  in- 
sisted upon  deferring  their  surrender  until 
the  morrow,  hoping  that  the  two  large  vessel-' 
[these  may  have  heen  H.M.S.  Dreadnought 
and  Oxford,  sent  (uit  to  relieve  tlieai]  wiiiidi 
they  had  seen  for  two  il.ij  s  off  their  Harlx  nr 
might  find  a  fiivourable  wind  to  bring  tluni 
into  it.  Ihit  the  eoiuinanders  would  not  con- 
sent to  make  any  delay.  They  tiicn  decided 
to  surrender,  on  condition  that  two  shijis 
should  he  j^iven  them  to  return  to  Kngland, 
that  tli'.se  who  wished  might  go  to  IJ.iiiavista, 
and  leave  for  Fngland  from  there,  and  that 
they  should  not  he  sean.'hed  ;  which  was 
granted. 

The  written  e:i[iitiilatii'ii  was  taken  to  the 
fort  and  approved  of  hy  the  principal  in- 
habitants; it  was  afterwards  hrought  hack  to 
our  camp  where  it  \\:is  signed  by  the  ]:n<'lish 
(lovernor  [probably  Miners  in-  Hoherts]  and 
after  by  M  De  liroiiillon  ;  this  latter  did  not 
even  offer  if  M  D'lherville  for  his  signalurej 
though  he  had  h;id  at  least  as  iiiueh  to  do 
with  the  taking  of  the  pl.ice  :is  had  M  De 
Brouillon. 

1  confess,  my  Lord,  that  this  ai't  shocked 
me  greiitly.  The  (iovernor  then  re  entered 
his  fort,  fiom  whence  he  soon  afterwards  eame 
out  accoiiipaiiied  by  the  whole  garrison  com- 
posed of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  some 
master  mariners  and  some  sailors  engaged 
for  the  fisliery,  besides  women  and  children, 
(fur  enemies  had  but  (Uie  man  wounded 
dining  the  time  we  were  reconnoitring  the 
foi;.  'I  his  fort  was  situated  on  the  hill  to 
the  north-west,  c:..um;iTided  on  one  side  by- 
two  lieights  botli  V  itliin  gunshot  of  it  ;  it 
was  square  in  slia]i  ,  with  four  bastiiuis,  u 
)ialisade  eight  leet  h'.rh,  a  covered  trench  now 
full  of  snow,  also  a  Ir.iw bridge,  with  a  small 
tower  upon  which  there  were  four  cannon.s, 
the  balls  for  which  weighed  four  )ioiiiids, 
under  the  tower  there  was  a  cellar  for  keeping 
gunpowder.  'J'liere  was,  however,  \ery  little 
]iowd,'r  in  it,  anil  only  a  couple  of  do/en  of 
c;iiiuon  ballii.  'J'he  Knglish  not  Inning  had 
time  to  carry  anything  to  tli.'ir  fort,  tliev 
only  took  refuge  there  «heii  tlie>  saw  tis 
coming. 

They  depended  solely  ii))on  the  eighty- 
right  men  whom  they  had  chosen  from  their 
entire  force  to  defend  them  ;  hut  these  laltei" 
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were  provided  with  very  inferior  ^ims,  only 
suited  for  fisliernien  and  for  those  who  never 
had  tlie  .sliffhtest  idea  what  war  really  was. 
The  Governor  of  this  fort  was  simply  an  in- 
hahitant  of  the  plaee,  and  not  a  eaptain  of  one 
of  the  English  shijjs  ;  he  was  without  soldiers, 
and  had  no  commission  from  the  King  of 
England. 

Thus  one  cannot  feel  surprised  nt 
M  D'Iberville's  venturing  an  attack  upon 
this  jilaee,  falling  upon  St.  John's  during  the 
night,  and  taking  the  inhabitants  entirely  by 
surprise.  'I'heir  forts  being  without  men  and 
'.heir  houses  (juite  far  one  fn/m  the  other, 
we  should  actually  have  run  much  less  risk 
than  had  our  advance  been  discovered. 

(St.  John'.-i  has  a  very  fine  harbour,  which 
can  hold  iwo  hundred  ships.  The  entrance  lies 
between  two  very  high  nu)nntains,  distant 
one  from  tlie  other  about  a  gunshot.  They 
are  surmounted  by  a  battery  of  eight  guns. 
The  inhabitants  of  St.  John's  are  very  well 
settled  along  the  north  side  of  the  harliour  to 
a  distance  of  about  half  a  league.  There 
were  three  forts,  one  on  the  side  towards  the 
roads  westward,  another  in  the  centre  having 
a  native  as  Governor  with  sixty  men,  and  a 
third  which  gave  us  a  good  deal  of  tro\ible 
In'fiue  c.ipitulating.  This  latter  fort  protects 
the  entrance  to  the  luirbour ;  although  at  a 
distance  froui  it,  it  eounnands  the  harbour, 
and  a  luimber  of  the  houses — the  best  part  of 
St.  John's — was  uiound  this  fort  and  the  best 
hoi.'ses  were  built  there.  Unfortunately  these 
latter  were  burnt  on  the  night  before  the 
capitulation. 

On  the  2nd  of  Decemher  we  took  Por- 
tusral  (^ove,  which  contained  three  families  ; 
al.<oTorbay,  wliich  had  likewise  three  families, 
and  Kerividi  [Quidi  Vidi],  which  had  nine 
families.  We  burnt  every  house  in  St.  John's, 
and  the  boats  in  the  harbour.  On  the  l-Jth 
of  January  IG'J",  we  started  f(U'  Portugal 
Cove,  and  arrived  there  on  the  19th.  Thence 
we  travelled  along  the  shore  of  Coneeptivin 
Kay  to  the  bottom,  where  we  found  some 
men  sawing  wood,  who  had  coine  from 
Carbonniere.  On  the  20th  we  took  Harbor 
Men  [Maine],  where  there  was  one  hou.se. 
On  the  aSrd  we  left  in  three  boats  for 
Carbonniere.  We  passed  l)y  Brigue,  where 
there  were  about  sixty  men,  and  arrived  at 
Port  Grave,  which  we  took.  There  were  one 
hundred  and  ten  men  and  seventeen  houses 
there,  well  armeil. 

On  the  24th  ive  set  out  for  Carbonniere  ; 
Le  Sr.  de  Montigny  was  sent  with  a  (U'tach- 
ment  to  take  Mus(|u.ito.  In  passing  from 
Harbor  Grace  to  Carbonniere  in  boats  we 
<h'scovered  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  latter 
place  had  entrenched  themselves  on  the 
Island,  and  they  rired  .some  cannon  sliots  at 
us.  There  were  about  two  liundred  on  the 
Islaiul,  l.aving  fletl  there  from  Harbor  Grace, 
Musqnito.  and  even  St.  John's.  They  had 
erected  barracks  and  strong  forts,  fjaving 
arrived  at  Carbonniere,  the  uomniander  sent 


to  summon  the  people  on  the  Island,  but 
were  met  with  defiance.  We  found  it  im- 
possible to  attack  it,  as  it  was  steep  on  all 
sides,  with  the  exception  of  two  places  of 
landing,  which  were  well  guarded.  On  the 
2yth  we  received  prisoners  from  Hrigue, 
among  whom  were  eight  Irishmen,  whom  the 
English  treat  as  slaves. 

Several  attempts  were  made  by  M. 
D'Iberville  to  land  on  the  Island,  but  in  vain. 
On  the  night  of  the  ;Ust  we  went  all  round 
the  Island  in  boats.  The  sentry  challenged 
us  and  fired.  We  had  ninety  men  in  nine 
boats,  and  M.  Montigny,  when  challenged 
by  the  sentinel  at  pistol  shot  distance  ntf, 
could  almost  touch  the  Island  with  his  hand, 
he  was  going  to  leap  ashore  first. 

On  the  Urd  we  took  Hay  Ver,  where 
there  were  some  fourteen  houses  and  about 
ninety  men.  From  there  we  went  to  Old 
I'erlican  ;  there  were  there  nineteen  houses, 
se\eral  stores,  more  than  thirty  head  of 
horned  cattle,  and  a  number  of  sheep  and 
l)igs.  On  the  7th  we  went  to  Ance  Havre 
[Hants  Hiii'bor].  There  were  four  houses, 
but  the  people  had  all  fled.  On  the  morning 
of  the  hith  we  started  for  Celicove  [Silly 
Cove],  where  there  were  four  houses  and  a 
great  (luantity  of  fish  and  cattle.  Thence  wc 
came  to  New  I'erliean  ;  there  were  tlic'ie 
nine  houses  and  stores.  We  left  immediately 
for  Harbor  C(uitent  [Havre  Content],  where 
there  was  a  sort  of  fort  or  barricade,  made 
of  boards,  with  portholes  above  and  below. 
Tliis  temporary  fortress  was  commanded  by 
an  Irishman.  They  surrendered  on  being 
sumn'oiied.  There  were  thirty  men,  besi<U's 
women  and  children. 

Having  left  the  place  in  charge  of 
M.  Deschaufours  with  ten  men,  M.  D'Iberville 
started  the  f(dlowing  da}  for  Carbonniere. 
When  arrived  there  he  found  that  the 
English  had  taken  prisoners  one  Frenchman 
and  three  Irishmen,  who  had  taken  part  with 
the  French.  A  detachment  under  Boisbriand 
was  sent  to  burn  Urigue,  i  ort  Grave,  &c. 
Harbor  Grace  had  fourteen  houses,  Car- 
bonniere, twenty  two, — the  best  built  in  all 
Newfoundland.  S)me  of  the  merchants  were 
men  of  £100,000  worth  of  propeity. 

On  the  17th  we  entered  into  negotiations 
with  the  people  on  the  Island  for  an  exchange 
of  prisoners.  The  English  demanded  one 
Engli'.hman  in  lieu  of  their  French  prisoner, 
and  three  for  each  Irishman.  The  place  of 
e.<chaiige  was  agreed  upon,  namely,  out  of 
gunsliot  of  the  Island,  about  half-way  bet iveeii 
it  and  the  shore.  The  English  came  without 
their  i)tisoiiers,  and  some  words  ensued. 
( )ur  ollicer  accused  them  of  breaking  their 
.vord,  and  casting  ridicule  upon  the  oruer.s 
of  t!jc  King.  The  Commander  seized  the 
English  officers,  and  took  them  prisoners. 

On  tlie  28th  we  burned  Carbonniere, 
and  left  again  for  Havre  Content.  On  the 
1st  of  Maich  M.  D'Iberville  sent  MM.  du 
Montigny   and   de  la   Peiricre  to  go  with  w'.l 
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the  prisonfTR  (about  two  hundred)  to  Bay 
Boulie  [Hay  Hulls  Arm],  in  the  bottom  of 
Trinity  Bay.  lie  left  M.  de  Uoisbriand  with 
a  dftachnient  at  Havre  Content,  with  orders 
to  keep  a  strict  watch  on  (^arbonniere,  and 
he  himself,  with  nine  men,  set  out  across  the 
woods  for  I'laiiiance.  The  road  is  not  (juite 
as  good  as  between  Paris  and  Versailles. 

[The  list  in  the  Statistical  Chapter  jrives 
the  number  of  the  settlers,  fishing  establish- 
ments, numher  of  fishing  boats,  and  quintals 
ol  tish  caught  as  noted  by  Baudoin.] 


II.  Act  of  WiUiam  III. 

10  &  11  ^^'m.  III.,  Cap.  XXV. 

An  Act 

to  encourtrje  the  trade  to  XeirfoumUand. 

WiiKKKAS   the    trade  of    and  fishing    at 

Xowfnundland   is   a    beneficial  trade    to   this 

kingdom,   not    only   in    the   em))loying  great 

niinibers  of  seamen  and   ships,  and  exiiurting 

and  consuming  great  (pmntities  of   jirovisious 

and   manufactures  of   this  realm,  but  also  in 

the  bringing  into  this  nation  by  returns  of  tlie 

effects  of  llic  said  fishery  from  other  countries 

great  (piantities  of  wine,  oil,  plate,  iron,  wool, 

&e.,   to    the    increase    of    revenue,   and    the 

encouragement  of  traile  and  navigation. 

He  it  enacted  that  from  henceforth  it 
shall  bt  h.tvt'ul  for  all  his  Majesty's  subjects, 
rcsiduig  witliin  this  realm  of  Kngland,  or  its 
dominions,  trading  to  Xewfoundland,  to  enjoy 
the  tree  trade  of  merchandi/.e  and  fishing  to 
and  troii\  Newfoundland :  peaceably  to  take 
bait  '>nd  liberty  to  go  on  shore  on  any  part  of 
Newfoundland  for  the  curing,  salting,  drying, 
and  hiisbanding  of  their  fish  and  for  making 
oil,  and  to  cut  down  trees  for  building  stages, 
sliiprooiiis,  tram-fats,  hurdles,  sliii)s,  boats 
and  other  necessaries  for  themselves  i"tc.  and 
all  other  'hings  which  may  be  useful  for  their 
fishing  trad.',  as  fuliy  as  at  any  time  hereto- 
fore ;  and  that  no  alien  shall  take  bait  or  use 
any  sort  of  trade  or  fishing  there. 

2.  And  fo  preserve  the  harbours  .  .  . 
.  .  .  that  from  the  1st  March  1700  no 
ballast  &e.  shall  be  cast  out  hut  carried  oil 
shore. 

3.  And that    at    their 

departing  no  person  shall  <lestroy  Hakes  and 
at  their  arrival  they  shall  content  themsel»  es 
w  ith  such  stages  as  are  needful  for  them,  and 
tliey  shall  not  repair  them  by  riiiding  trees 
or  demolishing  other  stages. 

4.  And thaf   (according 

to  the  ai\eient  custom  there  used)  the  master 
of  such  shij)  as  sliall  first  enter  a  harbour 
shall  be  A<imiral,  the  second  \'iee'..\<lmiral, 
and  the  third  Uear-.\diniral  and  tli:\t  the 
nuister  of  every  ship  shall  content  himself 
witii  such  beach  as  he  shall  have  iieci'ssary 
use  for,  and  if  jjossessed  of  plaoes  in  other 
harbours  shall  make  his  eleotiiU!  in  forty.eight 
hours  of  such  j)lace  as  he  si  ill  eliuse  to 
abide    in ;    aud    the    Admirals    shall    settle 


differences  and  projiortion  the  i)laces  to  the 
several  ships  according  to  the  mimber  of 
boats  which  eacli  ship  shall  kee]). 

5.  And  whereas  several  inhabitants  in 
Newfoundland  and  other  persons  have  since 
tlie  year  IGS;')  detained  in  their  own  hands, 
ami  for  their  private  benefit  stages,  cook- 
rooms  &c  and  other  j)laces  (wLieli  liefore  that 
time  belonged  to  fisiiing  slii])s)  for  taking 
of  bait  and  fishing  and  caring  their  fish  to 
the  great  prejudice  of  the  fishing  ships  and 
sometimes  to  the  overthrow  of  their  voyag  •  and 
fo  the  great  discouragi'ment  of  traders  there  ; 

that  all  persons  as  since  the 

year  ltii?o  have  taken  stages  &c.  shall  on 
the  25th  of  March  next  reliii'iuish  them  to 
the  use  of  the  fishing  ships. 

0.  And  to  prevent  ingros-ing  in  future, 
that  no  fisherman  or  inhabi- 
tant of  Newfoundland  shall  take  any  stage 
\c.  which  at  any  time  since  KIS.")  belonged 
to  any  fishing  ship  utitil  all  such  ships  shall 
be  provide<l  with  sta,ies. 

7.  Provided  alwav  that  nil  such  per.son.s 
as  since  the  'it^th  i>f  Mai  -It  lOS,")  hace  hiiilt 
lionsi.i  and  sta(/e.s  that  did  n  it  lielniiy  tujisliiiiij 
ships  since  1085  shall  peaceahlij  eiijoj  the 
sanu;  without  any  disuirbance  from  any 
perBon  whatever. 

8.  And That   all    by-boat 

keepers  shall  not  pretend  to  meddle  with  anj' 
stage  &c.  that  did  belong  to  the  fishing  ship> 
since  168.'). 

9.  And that  every  master  of 

a  by-boat  shall  carry  '  ut  two  fiesh  men  in 
six  and  that  every  iidud)itant  >\v.\\\  be  obliged 
to  hire  two  fresh  :nen  like  by-hoat  keepers, 
anil  masters  of  ships  one  fresh  man  in  five 
and  the  masters  of  by-boat*  and  ships  shall 
fake  oath  before  the  collectDr,  &c.  that  they 
have  such  fresh  men,  aud  the  officers  are 
reipiired  to  give  a  oertifteate  thereof  witbont 
any  fee. 

10.  And th.at    musters   of 

ships  take  every  fifth  man  a  grei.'ii  man. 

11.  And  ....  vliat  no  person 
shall  deface  masts  of  boats  iic. 

12.  And that    no    per^.^oii 

.shall  rind  trees  nor  set  five  to  the  woods,  nor 
cut  tioiber  except  for  repairing  and  no  person 
shall  cast  anchor  or  do  anything  to  hin(ler  the 
haling  of  sayns  in  the  accustomed  halting 
places,  nor  steal  nets  or  cut  adrift  boat>. 

13.  .\nd  whereas  several  persons  that 
liave  lieen  guilty  of  thefts,  murders  and  other 
felhuiies,  have  escaped  \inpuni^iie<l  because 
the  trial  of  such  offenders  hat'  '>een  ordered 
before  no  other  court  but  ,  Lord  High 
Constable    and   Karl    Mar-h.   ,    of    England 

that  all  robb<'ries  and  murders 

&c.  committed  tiiere  may  he  tried  in  any 
shi.-e  of  England  by  virtue  of  the  King's 
ooinmission  of  oyer  and  termiiicr  and  iraol 
delivery  according  to  the  laws  of  this  realm. 
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14.  Aiul tliiit  admiriils  nre 

requirc'il  (in  tlie  lii\il)()iirs  and  on  slioiv)  to 
see  the  rules  of  this  ]ii'eBcnt  net  duly  put  in 
execution  mid  tliat  i-iicli  shall  kcop  ii  journiil 
oftho  ships,  hoiits,  stiifjrs,  tninsporls  und  of 
till  the  seamen  iin|)loyi-<l  in  their  respective 
liiiihourR  and  deliver  h  true  eopy  to  the  I'rivy 
Council. 

l.'i.  And.    ....     .  in  ease  of  dispute 

liitweeii  the  fi^hinf;  ships  mid  the  inhahiimits 
the  Admirals  shall  detcniiine  them  and  if  any 
jiarty  shall  think  themselves  agroived  they 
.•an  appeal  to  the  rominaiulers  of  His  Majestjs 
ships  of  war  appointed  as  convoys. 

16.   .\nd  to  tlie   end   all  may  join    their 
molemn   prnyer.s  iind  addiv.sses   to   Almighty 


God  for  his  blessing  on  their  persons  and 
endeavours that  all  the  inhabi- 
tants shall  strictly  keep  every  Lords  Day  and 
that  none  keeping  taverns  shall  sell  wine  Ike. 
on  that  day. 

17.  And  whereas  by  an  act  to  grant  hiii 
Mnjpsty  a  further  subsidy  of  five  per  cent, 
on  all  merchandize  imported  (all  manner  of 
fish  I'lnglish  taken  exeejited)  and  whereas 
Bonie  doubt  has  arisen  whether  oil,  blubber 
and  fins  are  not  liable  to  the  said  duty  . 

.  that  all  oils  &o.  of  Knglish  fishing 
taken  in  the  seas  of  Newfoundland  and 
imported  in  English  shipping  are  hertoy 
doehired  to  be  free  of  the  said  duties. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


REIGN    OF  ANXE. 


1702-17 14. 


1"02. — Captain  Leake  destroyed  French  fishing  stages  at  Trepnssej",  S:.  Man-'s,  Coltnet, 
.St.  Lawrence,  and  dismantled  tliu  fort  at  St.  I'etei's.  Freueh  attack  ou  Silljcove 
and  BouaviKia. 

1703. — Lieutenant  Lloyd  .=.iioceeded  Captain  Ificliards  in  eonim.ind  at  Fort  William, 
St.  JohnV.  Admiral  (iraydon's  unsiicces.'<ful  expedition  ag'iinst  Placcutia. 
Grant  from  S.P.d.  to  Hoverend  .1.  Jackson.  John  Koope  sent  out  to  superintend 
the  placing  of  a  boom  at  St.  John's.  Further  French  attacks  0!i  Houavista  hy 
v.ay  of  Trinity  and  IMaeentia  Hay  porterage. 

1704. — La  Grange  repulsed  from  Bonavista  by  Captain  Gill.  Battle  of  Blenheim. 
Captain  Liind  suspended  by  Captain  Bridge  on  petition  of  the  soldiers; 
Lieutenant  Mood^  succeeded  to  the  command.  Reverend  J.  Jackson  returned  to 
England  to  support  his  complaints  against  Lloyd. 

170."). — Attack  on  St.  John's  by  Subercasc.  Governor  of  IMaeentia,  and  about  five  hundred 
troops  ;  successful  defence  of  tin  forts  bv  Moody  and  Latham  ;  town  destroyed  ; 
many  inhabitants  taken  prisomrs  to  I'laceiitia;  Slontijiny  and  the  Abenacpiis 
plundered,  during  the  summer,  all  the  sittltments  iu  the  northern  bays  exeei)t 
Carbonear  Island,  and  spoilt  the  tishitiii.  In  November,  Captain  Moody  and  the 
old  company  replaced  by  Major  Llo\d  abU  nuiety-oiii  fresh  soldiers.  Fishery 
very  much  curtailed,  only  twenty  ship*  from  Kuglaiid  ixaA  seventy-two  thousand 
qtls.  of  lish  exported. 

1706. — i^ttuek  on  the  Frencli  fishing  stations  on  the  northern  part  of  the  Island  by  Captains 
Underdowii  and  Carlelon  and  Major  Lioxd. 

1707. — Union  of  England  and  Scotland.  House  of  Commons'  jietitiou  to  the  Queen  about 
the  Newfoundland  Trade. 

1708. — l)eRtru(!tion  of  St.  John's  by  St.  Ovide  de  Broaillon;  Major  Lloyd  and  the 
garrison  taken  prisoners  and  sent  to  Plaeentia,  Quebec,  and  thence  to  France. 
Unsuccessfnl  attack  on  Buoy's  Island  by  a  I'leneh  man-of-war.  Militia  formed 
iu  St.  John's. 


1709. — Captain  Moody  again  in  eomraand  at  St.  John's  during  the  summer.  Captains 
Aldred,  I'lidner,  and  I'urvis  destroyed  Freueh  ii.-hiug  stations  iu  the  Nortli. 
Commodore  Ta^lour  partially  rebuilt  Fort  William  and  gave  Governor's 
eoinmissious  to  t'oliins  for  St  John'f  and  the  coast  as  far  as  Carbonear,  to  Fyuu 
for  Carbonear  Island,  &•;. 
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1711. — Admiral  llovcnden  Walker  with  fifteen  ships,  nine  hundred  suns,  and  four  thousand 
men,  decided  he  was  not  able  to  attack  I'laeeutiu.  Prelimniariesof  peace  between 
France  and  England,  Voluntary  assembly  made  laws,  Captain  Crowe,  U.A., 
presidiuj;. 

1712. — Armistice  signed. 

17Ki. — Treaty  of  Utrecht.  The  Island  was  declared  to  belong  of  right  wholly  to  Great 
Diitain;  French  alloweil  to  fish  between  Uonavista  and  I'oint  lliche.  Survey  of 
the  Island  ordered  to  be  made  by  Captain  Taveriier,  H.X.,  but  not  carried  out  for 
want  of  funds.  One  hundred  French  settlers  arri  ed  u'  Louisburgh  from 
I'iacentia  and  St.  Pierre. 


.4 

f 


During  the  wliole  of  this  reign  our  unfortunate  Colony  was  devas- 
tated  by  war;    besides   minor   attacks  from    French    privateer.-f,  twice 

within  tliis  sliort  period  of  twelve  years 
St.  John's  and  the  outlying  English  settle- 
ments were  dtrstioyed  by  the  Fiench. 
Belgium  has  been  designated  "  the  cock-pit 
of  Europe  " ;  we  were  certainly  the  cock- 
pit of  America. 


Whilst  the  British  army  in  Europe  was 
covering  itself  with  glory  at  Blenheim, 
Malplaquet,  and  Ramilies  uwder  Marl- 
borough, and  the  British  Navy  winning 
victories  under  the  gallant  Kooke  and 
Teake,  Benbow  and  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel, 
North  America  witnessed  the  most  con- 
temptible British  cowardice  and  ineffi- 
ciciicy ;  anything  more  ludicrous  than  the 

aboi'tive    expeditions   of    Admiral    Gi'aydon   and   Admiral     Hovenden 

Walktr  against  Pic^centia  cannot  be  conceived. 


QfEEN  A.VNK. 
From  an  tiiijrauiiig  uftiv  Knelhr, 


Amongst  the  voluminous  reports  of  the  Board  of  Trade  at  this 
period  is  one  which  brings  our  history  directly  in  contact  with  the 
wits  and  poets  of  the  classic  age  of  Queen  Anne.  It  purports  to  be  a 
report  of  Lord  Dartmouth,  but  it  was  really  written  by  the  genial 
jtoet  and  hard-working  official  Matthew  Prior,  whose  signature  ia 
appended  to  it. 


I 


This  interesting  document,  wliich  is  too  long  to  quote  in  full,  is  very 
well  wTitten.  It  denounces  the  conduct  of  the  fishing  admirals,  their 
injustice  and    incapacity.     As  one  might  anticipate  from  Prioi's  well- 
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known  ability,  it  is  far  more  moderate,  well-reasoned,  and  sensil^le  than 
any  previous  paper  on  the  Colony.  It  [loints  out  verj  di.stinctly  that 
Newfoundland  can  never  prosper  whilst  the  French  hold  Placentia. 

In  1703  Graydon  was  sent  out  to  protect  the  West  Indies  after  the 
death  of  Benltow  ;  he  was  ordered  to  attack  Plnceiitia ;  he  had  a  hirge 
fleet  and  a  considerable  land  force.  When  off  Placentia  he  held  a 
council  of  war,  consisting  of  Rear-Admiral  Whetstone,  thirteen  captains 
in  the  Koyal  Navy,  Colonel  Rivers,  comnmnuer-in-chief  of  the  land 
forces,  six  ca])tains,  and  an  engineer. 
They  decided  that  an  attack  on 
Placentia  was  impracticable,  and 
oiiirjht  tend  to  the  dishonour  of  Hcv 
Mujesttjs  arms.  For  his  cowardice 
Graydon  was  dismissed  from  the 
service.  The  failure  of  this  ex- 
pedition no  doubt  encouraged  our 
enemies  to  attack  the  Colonj'. 

Admiral  Hovenden  Walker's 
great  expedition  to  capture  Quebec 
and  Placentia,  in  1711,  was  a 
still  more  ludicrous  failure.  This 
nautical  Falstaff  complained  bitterly 
that  "  frivolous  pamphleteers  "  had 
laughed  him  to  scorn  as  an  idiot 
and  a  coward ;  he  Avas  terribly 
indignant  because  they  had  held 
him  up  to  ridicule  for  not  taking  Placentia.  The  frivolous  writers 
declared  : — 


MATTHEW  PRIOn. 
From  a  print  in  the  B.M. 


"The  taking  of  the  I'rcnch  ITowfoundland  Capital  would  have  been  as  eas}'  a 
task  for  the  admiral  as  a  citizen  riding  home  in  his  chaise  from  Hampstcad 
calling  at  a  cake  house  to  regale  himself  and  his  wife  with  a  glass  of  cyder  and  a 
cheescake." 


And  well  they  might  scout  and  ridicule  a  British  admiral  with  fifteen 
shi[is  of  war,  nine  hundred  guns,  and  a  land  force  of  four  thousand  men, 
actually  declaring  that  it  was  not  practicable  to  make  an  attempt  on 
Placentia,  whilst  they  knew  from  an  intercepted  despatch  of  Costabelle's, 
the  French  Governor,  that  the  little  garrison  was  in  want  of  supplies  of 
all  kinds,  that  the  promised  reinforcement  of  tv/o  companies  of  soldiers 
had  not  arrived,  and  that  Lu,  Valeuv,  their  only  armed  ship  on  the 
station,  had  lieen  lost. 
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Anj'ono   wlu)  stiidioa  the  topnjjjvaphy  of  Placentia  will  sec  at  once 
that  it  could  have  boon  capturod  by  a  flank   niovenient  simihir  to  the 
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one  adopted  aj^ainst  Louiwboiiry ;  the  attacking  force  couhl  easily  land 
under  cover  of  night  at  Little  Placentia,  and  seize  the  heights  com- 
manding Cjistle  Hill.  All  the  detences  Avere  seaward;  it  was  open  to 
any  vigorous  attack  on  the  land  side,  especially  to  such  overwhelming 
forces  as  Graydon  and  Hovenden  Walker  connnanded.  With  Castle 
Hill  taken,  Placentia  was  at  the  mercy  of  the  attacking  force. 

Between  1097  and  1705  the  French  directed  theii  whole  attention  to 
the  unprotected  outlying  settlements  in  Conception  and  Trinity  Bays ; 


, 


TOrSAir,  ITIT.L,  CONCEPTION   BAY. 

From  a  photograph  hij  S.  II.  Parsnntt. 


detachments  of  Canadians  and  Indians  came   from  Placentia  either  by 
land  or  in  small  boats  by  the  porterage  in  Trinity  Bay.     We  have  an 
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account  of  an  attack  on  one  settlement,  and  Mr.  Campbell  mentions  losses 
sustained  by  him  at  Bonavista  in  1702  and  ITO.'J : — 

"  To  Mr,  Samuel  Merrett.     Sept.  21,  1702  from  Pool. 

"  This  serves  to  adrice  you  that  yesterday  Mr.  Thos.  Wadhftm  in  the  Hopeivell 
of  this  place  arrived  here  in  three  weeks  from  Trinity  Harbour  -,  he  brings  the  bad 
news  that  about  a  week  before  he  left  40  or  50  armed  Frenchmen  came  over  by 
land  fiom  Flacentia  to  Silliccve,  surprised  the  inhabitants  killing  3  or  4  and  took 
Mr.  John  Masters  out  of  his  bed  rifled  his  house,  and  carried  him  and  his  goods 
aboard  a  Jersey  ship  laden  with  fish  and  sailed  northward  with  the  ship  and  1,000 
qtls.  of  fish  but  took  no  fish  from  the  rocks  ;  they  much  doubt  their  being  gone  to 
Bonavista  wliere  is  only  Captain  Weston.  A  French  man  of  war  hath  been  off 
St.  John's  all  ttie  summer  and  hath  taken  seven  ships  in  hiight  of  that  harbour. 
The  Convoys  were  not  arrived  when  he  came  away." 

Charlevoix  mentions  a  further  attack  on  Bonavista  in  1704  made  by- 
La  Grange,  who  had  served  in  Hudson's  Bay  under  d'Ibberville : — 

•'  Equipping  two  barks  with  a  hundred  Canadians,  he  came  to  Bonavista  in  the 
hope  of  surprising  the  ships  there.  On  arriving  within  twelve  leagues  of  that  port, 
he  left  his  bark  to  escape  observation  and  kept  on  in  two  gigs  entered  the  port  ^at 
night,  boarded  a  24  gun  frigate  loaded  with  codfish  captured  it,  burned  two  store- 
ships  of  two  or  three  hundred  tons  each,  sank  another  small  frigate  and  sailed  ofE 
with  his  prize  and  a  great  number  of  prisoners.  There  were  six  hundred  English 
in  Fort  Bonavista,  who  appeared  under  arms  next  morning  but  it  was  too  late,  our 
gallant  fellows  were  already  under  sail." 

The  following  very  graphic  letter,  which  agrees  with  Penhallow's 
description,  exposes  the  skilful  evasions  of  the  French  writer  : — 


"  The  Flying  Po«<.— March  10th,  1705. 

"  St.  John's  in  Newfoundland,  Sep.  21. 
"  On  the  18th  of  August  last,  about  144  French  and  Canada  Indians  camo 
about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  in  two  sloops  and  canoes  to  Bonavista  Harbour, 
about  30  leagues  to  the  Northward  of  this  place  and  surprised  the  Pembroke  galley 
of  London  of  2-'')0  tuns,  44  men  and  20  guns,  John  Noll,  Commander  laden  with 
dry  fish.  And  the  Society  of  Pool  of  140  tons,  14  guns  and  24  men.  Captain  Auten, 
Commiiiider.  And  also  the  William  of  about  115  tuns,  10  men  but  no  guns,  having 
30  tuns  of  lamp  oil  on  boiird.  They  also  attempted  to  surprize  Captain  Michael 
Gill  of  Charles-l\)wn  in  New  England,  of  14  guns  and  24  men,  who  discovering 
their  boat  to  bo  French,  tired  briskly  upon  them,  killed  and  wounded  some  of  them 
so  that  they  returned  to  the  Prizes  they  hud  taki'U  and  brought  the  great  guns  of 
both  Hhips  to  bear  ujjon  Captain  Gill  and  continued  firing  upon  him  with  both  great 
and  small  arms  for  the  space  of  6  hours,  till  his  ship  was  nmch  shattered.  He,  on 
the  other  hand,  playing  his  great  guns  and  small  arms  all  the  lime  on  them. 

"During  the  action,  he  veered  his  ship  somewhat  to  the  shear.  About 
8  o'clock,  when  they  found  he  could  not  be  taken,  they  set  fire  to  the  Society  and 
cut  her  loose  in  a  flame  to  drive  upon  him,  but  by  tho  gi'eat  diligence  of  Captain 
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Gill,  he  got  clear  of  her  svnd  she  barnt  to  the  keel.  Finding  that  wonld  not  do, 
they  set  fire  to  the  ship  William  and  set  her  before  the  wind,  furiously  burning  to 
that  degree,  that  the  lamp  oil  bnrtiiiig  in  a  flame  on  the  water,  was  like  to  have  set 
him  on  fire,  but  that  both  he  and  his  men  laboured  in  the  fire,  and  turned  her  clear 
of  them.  [The  buoy.rope  of  the  William's  anchor  got  between  the  rudder  and  the 
stcj  n  and  kept  her  clear  of  them. — Penhallow.']  And  when  the  inhabitants  who 
had  fled  into  the  woods  and  rocks,  saw  Captain  Gill's  courage,  they  came  down  and 
appeared  in  a  body  in  arms,  which  when  the  French  saw,  they  immediately 
weighed  and  set  sail  and  carried  the  Masters  and  men  with  them.  And  about 
forty  leagues  off  [on  the  N.E.  coast],  they  gave  the  Masters  and  some  of  the  men  a 
boat,  who  soon  after  returned,  to  whom  the  French  declared,  that  had  they  taken 
Captain  Gill  they  would  not  have  left  house  stage  or  goods  in  the  harbour ;  all 
which  is  owing  under  God  to  the  courage  and  conduct  of  Captain  Gill.  Ho  had 
but  one  man  killed  and  three  wounded ;  but  the  enemy  had  several  killed  and 
wounded." 

To  understunil  rightly  Gill's  success  we  must  remember  that  New- 
England,  from  the  very  first,  had  a  trained  militia.  The  American 
soldiers  were  the  admiration  of  the  British  officers  who  came  to  America. 
They  were  fine  marksmen  and  scientific  artilleryists ;  we  need  not  then 
woniler  at  Gill  being  such  a  splendid  gunner.  It  requires  no  eftbrt  of 
the  imagination  to  picture  to  ourselves  the  scene  on  that  memoiable 
morning  of  the  18th  of  August,  1704;  the  fish  ves^eh  lying  at  anchor 
in  calm  placid  waters  of  Bonavista  ;  the  stealthy  tipproach  of  the  Frtnch 
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with  the  war-vessels,  and  the  Indians  in  their  canoes  ;  the  sudden  attack, 
surprise,  and  surrender  of  the  West  Country  vessels ;  the  fright  of  the 
inhabitants.  Newfoundlanders  tireaded  the  murderous  savages — the 
Abenaquis — more  than  the  foreign  foe.  Above  all  this  panic  and  din 
and  crave'\  fear  rises  the  master  spirit  of  the  bold  New  England  skipper, 
Michael  Gill ;  in  a  moment  he  is  on  the  alert,  the  deck  is  cleared  for 
action,  his  guns  are  loaded,  his  men  at  their  post  ready  to  give  the 
French  a  warm  reception. 
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Capt.  Michael  Gill,  of  Charles  Town,  in  New  England,  first  appears 
in  our  history  in  the  list  of  shipping  for  1698.  Capt.  Michael's  vessel 
was  a  very  small  one  at  this  time,  only  40  tons,  and  she  brought  rathtr 
a  mixed  cargo :  salt,  pork,  and  New  England  cider. 

By  the  year  1704  our  old  friend  Capt.  Michael,  a  shrewd  trader — 
brave  as  a  lion — had  profited  i)y  the  Newfoundland  business.  His  little 
hooker  of  1698  had  been  exchanged  for  a  fine  ship  of  150  tons,  carrying 
24  men,  and  aimed  witii  14  guns.  There  had  been  considerable  trade 
between  New  England  and  Newfoundland  from  1698  to  1704.  Fort 
William  was  being  rebuilt  in  St.  John's ;  there  was  a  garrison,  and  largo 
supplies  were  required.  The  English  commandant  complains  bitterly  of 
the  way  he  was  fleeced  by  provincinls,  Gill's  mime  does  not  appear  as 
one  of  the  army  suppliers,  but  there  is  mention  of  a  shiewd  Bostonian, 
Captain  Gladstane.  Gill  found  more  profit  in  the  out-poits,  and  he 
appears  to  have  traded  chiefly  with  Bonavista. 

Gill's  ^  gallant  conduct  saved  Bonavista,  but  when  Montigny  ap- 
peared there  next  spring,  (Jeorge  Sciflfington,  who  was  in  comman<J, 
being  a  Quaker  and  "thi3  spirit  not  moving  him,"  capitulated  at  once 
and  paid  a  ransom.  But  more  serious  attempts  were  soon  to  be  made 
upon  the  English  settlements.  On  the  7th  of  Septembei'  Lieutenant  Lloyd 
was  suspended  by  Commodore  Biidge  upon  a  petition  of  his  own  soldiers, 
and  when  the  Heet  departed  Lieutenant  Moody  was  left  ni  command  at 
St.  John's.  Moody,  though  a  remarkr' '  brave  man,  hud  nut  suflicient 
control  over  his  subordinates;  hi.=i  luthority  was  soon  disputed  by 
Roope,  an  engineer,  and  by  the  next  in  command,  Lieutenant  Latham, 
a  master  mason. 

Latham  disliked  the  position  assigned  to  him  as  commander  of  the 
"  south  side  castle,"  a  substantial  stone  fort  with  a  wooden  block-house ; 
besides,  his  commission  as  lieutenant  does  not  appear  to  have  been  quite 
in  order,  ami  no  doubt  at  the  south  side  he  had  not  as  full  scope  to  tracK* 
on  his  own  account  as  he  had  had  under  Captain  Lloyd. 

Roope,  who  was  engaged  at  "  Maggott's  Cove,  near  Mr.  Latham's 
house,"  in  constructing  the  boom,  wishing  to  have  a  little  authority, 
advised  the  planters  not  to  keep  watch  in  the  north  battery,  a  terribly 
trying  duty,  or  obey  Mr.  Moody's  regulations.  The  planters'  not  having 
been  paid  for  former  services  of  this  kind  or  for  scouting,  though  tlie 


'  Michael  Gill  seems  to  have  resided 
in  New  England;  about  174S  or  17")0  liis 
son  Michael  came  to  this  colony.  He  sooti 
rose  to  an  eminent  position  ;  was  the  first 
colonel  of  militia.  His  brother  Nicholas 
was  naval  officer  and  afterwards  chief  magis- 
trate in  St.  John's.  The  son  of  this  Nicholas 
GDI,  also  called  Nicholas,  and  whom  some  of 
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us  can  remcMber  .-.s  a  very  old  man,  carried 
on  a  large  West  India  business.  The  only 
survivor  of  his  children  is  old  Mr.  Frederick 
Gill  iTorbiiy  IJoad),  great  grandson  of  the 
hero  of  Uonavista,  1 70 1.  His  sister,  Miss  Gill, 
died  recently,  leaving  ^'7,0(10  to  the  Church 
of  Knghiud,  and  ^JJDO  to  the  IJelvidere  Or- 
phanage. 
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money  liad  been  sent  from  England,  were  easily  persuaded.     Another 
actor  on  the  scene  was  Colin  Campbell,  the  prize  agent. 

Campbell  and  Roope  were  accused  of  treachery  in  furnishing  the 
French  with  information  ;  the  charttes  and  countercharges  do  not  seem 
to  have  been  at  all  justified.  Most  certainly  the  French  had  .spies  in 
St.  John's  at  this  time,  in  consequence,  neai'ly  everyone  except  Moody 
and  Latham  were  accused ;  it  was  a  time  of  painful  suspicion,  every 
man  misti-usted  his  neighbour.  The  truth  seems  to  have  been,  that  when 
in  the  power  of  the  French  and  exposed  to  the  sti'ong  arguments  of 
the  Indians,  Roope,  Campbell,  and  others  turned  cowards  and  time- 
servers,  and  became  subservient  to  the  crafty  French  tactics.  The 
fishing  admirals  took  tlie  side  of  Roope  and  afterwards  of  Major  Lloyd. 


PETTY  nARBOUR, 
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In  November  three  men  were  murdered  at  Renewse  by  the  Indians, 
but  it  was  not  till  the  middle  of  January  that  Subercase,  with  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  inhabitants  of  Placentia  and  Canada,  ninety  regulars, 
and  a  bundled  Indians,  passed  through  Bay  Bulls  and  Petty  Harbour 
and  camped  a  short  distance  from  St.  John's.  The  snow  was  falling 
heavily.  Rising  before  daybreak,  benumbed,  and  doubtless  without 
food,  the  French,  in  their  cruel  rage,  attacked  the  slumbering  inhabi- 
tants near  the  fort,  and  killed  many  in  cold  blood.  With  a  strange 
lack  of  generals-hip  they  failed  to  promptly  attack  the  fort,  which  it 
appears  might  easily  have  been  taken.  The  garrison  once  aroused, 
their  opportunity  was  lost.  Securing  the  men  as  prisoners  in  the  church, 
they  sent  the  women  and  children  into  the  fort  in  the  hope  of  starving 
the  garrison  out.     These  brave  women  were  afterwards  of  great  help  to 
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Lieutenant  Moody  In  strengthening  tlie  defences.  At  first  the  French 
v.'ere  sheltered  by  houses  built  dangerou?sly  near  the  fort,  but  they  were 
gradually  driven  from  these  by  the  heavy  firing  and  burning  them. 
They  retieated  under  cover  of  the  smoke  to  a  safer  position. 

The  garrison  were  taken  at  a  great  disadvantage.  On  7riday  there 
had  been  a  very  heavy  fall  of  snow,  and  on  Sunday,  the  morning  of  the 
attack,  the  guns  were  still  buried  deep  in  snow.  The  soldiers, 
wretchedly  clothed,  and  many  without  boots  or  stockings,  set  to  work 
with  a  will  to  clear  them.  They  suffered  also  in  anotlier  way  ;  the  guns 
were  mounted  on  the  ramparts  without  any  shields  to  protect  the 
gunners  from  the  galling  fire  of  the 
enemy,  directed  from  various  points 
of  vantage  near  tlie  fort ;  working 
night  and  day  with  the  help  of  the 
women,  and  even,  in  defiance  of 
military  custom,  during  the  four 
days'  armistice,  this  was  partially 
remedied.  Fortunately  they  had  no 
lack  of  provisions  and  ammunition. 

The  French  had  no  heart  to  take 
the  fort  by  storm,  so  they  tried  to 
efi'ect  it  by  intimidation,  by  flat- 
tery, by  bribery,  by  playing  Moody 
against  Latham,     bloody  says  : — 

"  About  eight  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  attack  the  French  sent  one  of  the 
inhabitants  with  a  flag  of  truce  with  a 
young  child  in  his  arms  with  its  throat 
cut,  threatening  if  I  killed  one  of  their 
men  they  would  pnt  all  persons  (without 
distinction  of  age  or  sex)  to  the  sword— 
and  hang  me  at  the  Fort  Gate." 

Perceiving   after     a    fortnight's 
siege  that  he  could  neither  force  nor  bribe  the  English  commanders  to 
surrender,  Subercase  sent  them  the  following  letters : — 

"  M.    SUBEHCASE   to   LlEUT.   MoODY. 

"  Sir, 

"  I  would  not  until  now  let  you  know  ray  business  hero  (it  was  not  con- 
venient) I  now  say  it  is  my  intention  to  poi^sess  myself  of  all  ye  English  settlements 
which  by  God's  help  I  have  done  with  an  intention  to  iiitirely  ruin  the  trade, 
hoping  in  a  little  time  to  become  master  of  ye  Forts  that  you  command  and  I 
believe  you  yourself  see  the  impossibility  that  you  c.in  long  defend  yourself  against 
the  attacks  that  I  can  make,  I  do  not  at  all  doubt  of  it ;  but  to  save  blood  am 
willing  to  grant  a  reasonable  capitulation  provided  it  be  done  in  a  few  days  other- 
wise I  shall  not  be  able  to  hinder  the  fury  of  ye  Indians  which  with  the  rest  of  our 
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troops  do  importune  mo  vigorously  to  prosociito  my  (Icsifjn  ;  its  your  business  to 
consider  yo  fate  of  yo  number  of  prisoners  1  Lavo  in  my  hands  a»id  also  yc 
])lantationH  and  settlements. 

"  T  will  send  you  one  of  ye  prisoners  that  you  shall  think  tit  if  yon  think  of 
entering  into  a  treaty  [Prisoners  sent  in  because  Moody  could  not  understand 
French.] 

"If  I  can  do  you  any  particular  service  as  to  your  owno  affairs  you  may 
command  me  who  am 

'■  Your  most  humble  servant, 
"  February  1705.  Suuekcass." 

"  Mil  John  Roope  to  Mii.  Robekt  Latham  [written  under  Suhekcase's  dictation]. 

"  Feby.  4,  1705. 
"  My  misfortune  hath  made  me  a  prisoner  but  I  hope  in  good  hands,  ye 
Governor  having  hitherto  been  very  kind.  He  was  much  enraged  against  you 
because  there  were  three  mu.sketts  fired  at  his  flag  of  truce  but  I  told  him  it  must 
be  done  without  your  knowledge  in  which  he  seemed  satisfied,  lie  declared  ho 
knew  nothing  of  the  burning  of  your  house  but  to  the  contrary  he  is  for  making 
anything  good  to  an  officer.  There  is  a  treaty  on  foot  between  Mr.  Moody  and 
him.  I  think  it  is  about  a  surrender,  he  would  not  at  first  hear  that  you  should  be 
eoiicorned  in  ye  treaty  but  now  is  satisfied,  so  desire  you  to  take  ye  best  measures 
that  you  can  think  of  for  ye  good  of  all  and  the  piescrvation  of  whole  country 
which  is  threatened  with  fire  and  sword  ;  yo  properest  measures  you  know  better 
than  I  can  inform  you  so  commit  vou  to  yo  protection  and  direction  of  AUmighty 
God. 

**  Your  humble  servant, 

"  Jo;ix  RoorE." 

Moody  procrastinated,  and  asked  for  four  days'  truce,  emplo3ing 
tlie  time  in  .streno-theninf;  the  fort.  After  several  conferences  M'ith 
Cimpbell  and  Pemberton,  two  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  Moody 
refused  to  surrender.  Subercase  sent  him  a  biace  of  partridges,  and 
pr()]iosed  a  personal  interview,  but  Moody  said  it  would  1)e  of  no  use. 

The  French,  after  burning  nearly  all  the  houses  on  the  north  side, 
directed  all  their  attention  to  the  castle.  They  first  tried  to  induce 
Lieutenant  Latham,  by  means  of  a  letter  from  Moody,  taken  by 
Campbell,  to  cross  over  to  consult  with  Moody,  intending  to  kill  him 
on  the  way,  but  Latham  stubbornly  refused  to  quit  his  post,  and  the 
Indians  could  scarcely  bo  restrained  frcnu  murdering  Cami)bell  in  their 
rage  at  his  failure.  They  then  bombarded  the  castle  with  two  puns, 
found  on  the  south  side,  which  they  loaded  with  powder  they  had 
accidentally  discovered  in  the  "  Queen's  warehouse  at  the  waterside." 
Tliey  hail  spoilt  most  of  their  powder  in  fording  rivers  on  their  march. 
'J'he  guns  having  no  effect  they  tried  fire-airows,  but  they  were  badly 
made,  and  fell  harmless. 

Tlieir  ])rovision3  and  powder  exhausted,  the  planters  from  Placentia 
more  anxious  to  carry  off  their  spoil  than  to  risk  their  lives,  and  their 
expected  supplies  of  ammunition  not  arriving,  the  French  retired  to 
Ferryland  after  a  five  weeks'  siege.     They    took  to  Placentia,  where 
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Suborcaso   now   returiicil,    tho   best   of    the   Hshcriuen   to   carry    their 

phmdor  ami  as>*ist  in  their  ti.sliery.     Some 

eventually  were  sent  to  Canada  and  France, 

some  escajj^d  to  St,  John's,  and  the  rest, 

chiefly   Irish,  entered   the  French  service. 

The  coolness,  judgment,  and  hravery  shown 

by  Moody  and  Lfithani  in  the  face  of  over- 

whehniiig  numbers  an<l  French  diplomacy 

is  worthy  of  the  hijjhest  praise.     On  the 

other  han(',  the  French  showed  ^reat  want 

of  courage,  and  again  availed  themselves 

of    the    barbarities    committed    up'^n    tlie 

helpless    planters    by    Montigny    and    the 

Abenatiuia.     In   the   words   of  tlieir   own 

chronicler,  "  'J'he  very  name  of  Montigny 

made  the  arms  fall  from  the  hands  of  tho 

most  resolute."   The  Englisli  loss  in  the  forts 

was  very  small,  but  ihe  French  suffered 

very  heavily,  though  probably  the  English 

estimate  of  two  hundred  is  exaggerated. 

From    Ferryland,    Montigny    and    the 
Indians    marched    through    Holyrood     to 
Harbour  Grace,  murdei-ing  and  destroj'ing 
as  they  went.     Carbonear  Island,  gallantly  defended  by  Davis  and  Pynnc, 
again  resisted  their  attack,  much  to  Montigny's  mortification. 

"Lktter  from  Cahboneke,  29  March  1705. 
"  Montigny  £500  out  of  pocket  on  his  Indians  and  resolved  to  have  it  of  us 
and  have  our  lives,  and  will  wait  all  tho  summtr  to  take  vengeance  on  us  for 
keeping  the  Island,  for  which  ho  says  he  will  lose  his  Commission." 

Montigny  then  proceeded  to  Bonavista,  where  the  inhabitants  had 
retired  to  (Ji-een  Ishmd,  xmder  command  of  Geo.  ScifRngton,  but  he 
surrendered  at  once  upon  terms  of  ransom. 

Moody  says  in  his  narrative  : — 

"  Tiie  French  surprised  Boniivista  but  about  80  or  90  of  the  inhabitants  got  on 
Green  Island  where  they  fortified  themselves  and  might  have  made  good  their 
defence  but  their  courage  failing  and  unwarily  admitting  the  enemy  to  come 
iimong  them,  they  heaved  their  guns  (l)eing  nine  in  number)  over  the  cliffs  into 
the  sea  and  afterwards  the  inhabitants  capitulated  and  ransomed  their  houses  for 
450  pounds  payable  to  Montigny," 

In   July   1706,   Montigny   was   reinforced  by  more   Indians   from 

Placentia.     Lurking  in  the  woods,  they  kept  the  whole  of  Trinity  and 

Conception  Bay  in  terror,  iind  spoilt  the  year's  fishing.     They  carried 

their  spoil  away  by  the  porterage  at  Bay  Bulls  arm,  in  Trinity  Bay, 

to  Placentia. 


CA^rAnIA^f  soLntEH. 

From  JVinsor's  X.  ct  C.  II, 
America. 
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Captain  Moody  aiitl  liis  company,  who  appear  t;)  have  tv.on  resitleiit 
in  St.  Jolin's  since  ItiiKS,  were  in  Novoinbi-r  succueiled  \>y  Ma,jor  Lloyd 
and  ninety-one  new  Holdiers,  volunteers  from  various  En«^liKh  refjimentH. 
Major  Lloyd,  Avlio  was  in  Kn^liind,  luul  skilfully  used  MocMly's  disgrace 
to  secure  his  own  re-appointment;  ho  came  out  armed  with  a  power  of 
lioldiiij;  court-mai'tial.  J)uring  the  winter  of  1705-G  Lloyd  behaved 
with  j^reat  vij^'our,  ])er.sonally  leadiiifj  out  detachments  of  troops  to 
protect  Ferryland,  Harbour  Grace,  and  other  points  threatened  by  tlio 
French  and  Indians. 

Captain  Moijdy,  upon  Ids  return  to  Enjfland,  explained  his  conduct 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Hoar«l  of  Trade,  who  strongly  recommended 
him  for  promotion.  \n  a  few  years  Nemesis  overtook  the  tyrant  Lloyd, 
and  his  rival  Moody  was  jigain  in  command  at  St.  JohnV. 

The  loss  incuired  by  the  planters  in  1705  was  very  great ;  it  shows 
the  recuperative  power  of  the  peoi)lo  that  they  were  able  to  survive  it : — 

"  Sworn  vtihic  of  destruction  made  to  Captain  Moopy. 
St.  John's  mid  Qnidividi    ....    45,000 
Ferryland  and  Hay  Bwlla  .  -  .  .    25,0*^0 

Harliour  Gineo  Ac.  .  -  -  .     38,000 

Carboncrc,  Hay  de  Vcrds  Ac.        -  -  -    46,000 

Piulican,  Trinity  &c.         ....     34,000 

£188,000  Stg." 

Beyond  the  destruction  of  the  French  fishing  stages  at  Trepassey, 

St.  Mary's,  Colonet,  St.  Lawrence,  and  the   dismantling  of  the  fort  at 

St.    Peter's,    by    Captain    Leake    in 

1702,   and   the    abortive  attempt   of 

(jlraydon  on  Placentia,  all  the  English 

operations  had  been  directed  to  the 

capture  of  the  French  fishing  tleets 

on  their   way  out  from  France  and 

back,  and  in  this  they  had  been  very 

successful ; '     we     have    noticed    the 

pi'osence  of  a  special  prize  agent  at 

St.   John's.      Now,   howevei",    acting 

upon   the   suggestion   of  Roope   and 

others,   the   Covernment   determined 

to  destroy  the   French  fishery  in  the 

Petit  Nord.     Anspach  thus  describes 

these  operations  : — 

"  In   the   folloTving  year,  viz.  on  the 
2oth  July,  1706,  a  report  was  brought  to 


ADMIKAL  LEAKK. 

From  nn  engraving  by  Couk. 


'  "  For  about  the  same  time  [  1 703]  Cnptain 
John  Leake  (afterwards  Sir  John),  sailiiif; 
with  u  t-^mull  squadron  to  Newfoundland,  took 
or  destroyed  no  less  than  fifty-cue  ships  isud 


ruined  n!l  the  French  settlements  on  the 
islands." — S.  Colhukh,  Columna  liontrata, 
17i7,  p.  293. 
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St.  John's,  thiit  tho  cneniy  h:id  a  considorahlo  number  of  hIiIjih  cuiployod  in  tho 
fislnry  in  .xcvcnil  Imi-bourfl  to  the  northward,  and  other  partH  of  thf  ixhiiul. 
Captain  John  Unilcrdown,  cominundor  of"  the  C^ucen'.s  ship  tho  FaHdawl,  was  tiicu 
in  St.  John's  iuirlmur  with  tlio  Nonmch,  cominandfd  by  Captain  Ciirleton. 
ilavin^  Ik'imi  petitiont'd  by  tlio  niorchantfl,  miiHtiTa  of  vhmscIh,  and  inhabitants  of 
tliat  i)laco,  to  protect  the  Britiwh  trade  in  thoBc  parts,  he  acuiordinKly  sot  sail  from 
St.  John's,  on  tho  26th  of  July,  accotnpanit'd  by  Major  Moyd,  who  desired  to  bo 
employed  in  this  expedition,  with  twenty  of  his  company,  on  jjoard  the  Falklaml, 
and  as  many  on  board  the  Nonsueh.  Tho  next  day  they  came  before  Bonavista, 
and  finding  there  no  appearance  of  an  enemy,  the  Commodore  ordered  Captain 
lluglies,  coinniander  of  the  Medway  on  tliat  station,  to  join  iiim  with  a  French 
eliip  of  war,  which  the  lattiT  had  tal<cn  a  few  days  before. 

"  On  the  2nd  of  August  they  stood  into  Blanche  Bay  till  they  arrived  otV 
Fleiir-ile-Lys  Harbour,  when  Major  Ijloyd  in  the  Commodore's  pinnace,  and  tho 
first  lieutenant  of  tho  Falkland  in  the  pinnaces  belonging  to  the  Nonsuch,  were 
immediately  sent  into  the  harbour.  They  found  tliore  sc^veral  staijes  and  other 
necessiiries  for  the  fishery,  which  they  destroyed,  and  afterwards  retuiiied  to  their 
ships.  At  six  o'clock  next  morning  they  doubled  t'  •  '^!ape,  and  saw  a  ship  which 
struck  upon  the  brisk  exchange  of  a  few  shot;  thi-  ^'•as  found  to  be  Li;  Duo 
(VOrlenna,  from  Saint  Maloes,  of  about  three  hundred  aud  sixty  tons,  thirty  guns, 
and  one  hundred  and  ten  men. 


acting 


"  In  another  arm  of  tho  san\o  bay,  called  t^guillete,  thf"  saw  another  largo 
shin;  \  at  the  place  being  rocky,  and  the  water  so  ■  allow  that  none  of  the 
EngiisL  men  of  war  could  com  j  near  her,  the  if  iwi'/s  prize  was  ordered  to 
go  in  as  close  as  she  could  with  safety,  whilst  Ciiptain  Carleton,  Major  Ijloyd, 
and  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  Falkland,  in  bosits  well  manned  and  armed,  were 
directed  to  land  upon  the  island  under  which  tiiat  ship  lay.  This  was  executed  so 
promptly  anil  ably  tiiat  tho  Frencii  ship  struck,  after  having  fired  se^oiil  1  toad- 
sides,  her  crew  being  no  longer  able  to  keep  the  deck  against  the  small  shot  from 
tho  shore.  This  ship  also  b  -lougod  to  Saint  Maloes,  carrying  t Acnty  guns  and 
eighty  men. 

"  Having  here  received  informiition  that  about  three  leagi.c^  farther  north,  in 
a  place  called  Fia  Conche,  or  Conclu!  Harbour  there  were  two  ships  of  thirty-two 
and  twenty-six  guns,  both  of  Saint  Maloes,  the  commodore  directed  Captain 
Hughec  to  burn  the  last  prize,  and  afterwards  to  join  him  at  that  place,  whither  no 
proceeded  himself  with  the  Falkland  and  the  Nonsuch.  On  the  al'ternoon  of  tlio 
fifth,  they  arrived  at  Concho  Harbour,  vhere  they  found  two  ships  ready  for 
sailing.  After  exchanging  several  broadsides,  the  Krench  scit  their  ships  on  fire, 
and  went  over  to  the  next  harbour,  called  Carouge.  The  commodore  boing  in- 
formed that  there  were  four  French  ships  in  that  place,  immediately  stood  for  it, 
Tueeting  in  his  way,  at  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  tho  Mi'dwaifs  prize ;  but 
there  being  very  little  wind,  and  that  at  south-west,  it  was  near  six  o'clock  tho 
next  morning  before  he  could  get  off  the  harbour's  mouth.  Ho  tlieu  sent  in  his 
boat,  and  found  that  the  French  ships  had  escaped,  taking  advantage  of  their  great 
mimber  of  men  and  boats  by  cutting  and  towing  out. 

"  The  English  shijjs  then  proceeded  to  tho  northward,  and  abotit  five  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  came  off  the  harbour  of  Saint  Julian,  where  they  discovered  a 
large  French  ship;  standing  in  for  that  harbour,  they  came  to  an  anchor  in 
twenty-six  fathom  water.  The  place  where  that  ship  had  been  hauled  in  being 
very  narrow  and  shoaly,  the  Medwaij'a  prize  was  ordered  to  go  as  near  her  as 
possible.  The  French  ship  then  fired  two  guns  ;  but  it  being  late  in  the  evening,  and 
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the  enemy  appearing  determined  to  make  a  spirited  resistance,  it  was  not  thought 
advisable  to  commence  the  attack  before  the  following  morning. 

"  On  the  sixth  of  August,  at  foui'  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  Captain  C^arlcton, 
Major  Lloyd,  and  Lieut.  Eiigle  went  towards  her  witl»  all  their  boats,  well  manned 
and  armed ;  and  having  ell'ucted  their  landing,  attacked,  and  at  last  drove  the 
enemy  from  a  strong  post  which  they  occupied  on  the  shore.  They  then  boarded 
the  French  ship,  where  they  found  several  trains  of  powder  laid,  for  the  purpo.-e 
of  blowing  her  np.  liy  this  timely  discovery  the  ship  was  preserved,  and,  by 
noon,  towed  out  to  sea. 

"  'I'he  British  pilots  being  nnac(juainted  with  the  coast,  the  commodore  ro- 
Bolved  not  to  proceed  any  fartlier  nortli,  but  to  sail  back  to  Carouge  and  there 
await  the  arrival  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  prize,  which  had  been  left  at  Grand 
Canarie  with  a  lieutenant  and  sixty  men.  They  looked  into  Petit  Maitie,  where 
they  destroyed  a  ctmsideruble  nnnibcr  of  stages  aiul  boat.s,  and  found  vast 
quantities  of  fish  and  oil ;  and  at  about  seven  o'clock  iu  the  afte'^noon  they  came 
to  an  anchor,  and  moored  in  Carouge  Harbour.  On  the  12th  and  13th  it  blew  a 
hard  gale  at  .'<onth-west  ;  on  the  14tli,  having  been  joined  by  the  DuJce  of  Orleans 
prize,  tiiey  weighed  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  stood  out  to  sea  with  her. 
and  came  into  Saint  John's  Harbour,  where  the  Falkland  and  the  Nonsuch  arrived 
with  the  two  prizes  on  the  I7th,  the  MeJway's  jirize  having  before  been  ordei-ed  to 
]>roceed  to  Trinity. 

'■  From  this  exjiedition,  which  deserves  to  be  recorded  on  account  of  the 
activity  and  judgment  displayed  by  Captain  Underdown  and  his  associates,  equal 
to  the  good  fortune  that  attended  their  opt'rations.  it  appears  that,  while  the 
English  had  on  that  station  only  the  Folldnvd  and  Nonsuch  in  St.  John's,  and  the 
Mi'dway  at  Bonavi-<ta,  the  French  had  in  the  northern  jiarts  of  the  island  no  less 
than  ten  armed  ships,  mounting  from  twenty  to  thirty-two  guns.  The  loss  which 
the  latter  suffered  by  the  capture  or  destruction  of  six  of  them  and  the  ruin  of 
their  fisheries,  must  have  been  a  severe  blow  to  their  trade.  So  large  a  force 
shows  the  di'grec  of  importance  which  they  then  attaelied  to  the  Newfoundland 
trade."  ' 


The  French,  after  a  period  of  inaetivii}-,  caused  doubtless  by  the 
hetter  oroaiiisiitioii  for  defence  of  tlie  different  settlements,  again  attacked 
St.  Joint's  in  1708,  and  this  thiie  with  success.  They  nnist  have  been 
acquainted  through  their  spies  in  St.  John's  of  the  want  of  vigilance 
fjhown  by  the  once-ener<>etic  Major  Lloyd.  The  first  exaggerated  reports 
1  nought  to  England  accused  him  of  treachery,  but  there  aj)pear3  to  have 
heen  no  real  foundation  whatever  lor  this  charge ;  it  would  seem  more 
likely,  from  the  account  of  Keen  and  the  serjeant,  that  he  had  become 
quite  incapable,  perhaps  through  intemperance. 

The  French  guides,  either  through  design  or  mistake,  brought 
St.  Ovide  de  Brouillon  and  his  troops  too  late  to  St.  John's  to  effect  a 
complete  surprise  ;  they  were  seen  advancing  in  the  clear  moonlight  by 

'  Ansfach's  //.  of  Newfoundland,  pp.  r.2 1-129. 
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the  sentry  on  the  new  fort,  but,  in  spite  of  his  alarm,  the  French  were 
soon  in  possession  of  Fort  William,  and,  through  a  blunder,  the  Colonial 
Militia  were  unable  to  enter  the  fort  by  the  subterranean  passage 
specially  [)rovided  for  such  a  contingency.  The  capture  of  Fort  Wir'am 
was  effected  in  half  an  hour.  The  new  fort,  which  was  overlooked  by 
Fort  William,  surrendered  upon  terms  of  quarter  which  were  not  fully 
kept.     The  "  south  side  "  castle  surrendered  next  day. 

St.  Ovide,  anxious  to  secure  all  the  advantage  to  himself  of  his 
foi'tunate  adventure,  sent  word  direct  to  France,  and  immediately  two 
hundred  soldiers  were  dispatched  with  a  commission  appointing  him 
Governor  of  St.  John's;  but  they  arrived  too  late.  Costa  belle,  partly 
jealous  of  St.  Ovide's  success,  and  presuming  that  the  home  Government 
were  too  much  occupied  in  Europe  to  spare  troops  for  the  retention  of 
St.  John's,  had  ordered  St.  Ovide  to  destroy  the  fortifications  and  return 
immediately  to  Placentia,  which  he  was  reluctantly  obliged  to  do,  leaving 
St.  John's  on  March  31st. 

During  his  stay  in  St.  John's,  St.  Ovide  sent  Captain  Larond  to 
take  Ferryland,  but  the  inhabitants  were  too  strongly  fortified  ;  it  is 
significant  to  note  they  even  refused  to  admit  a  flag  of  truce. 

Major  Lloyd  was  first  taken  to  Placentia  and  Quebec,  and  afterwards 
to  France.  Captain  Mootly  succeeded  him  in  command,  but  returned  to 
England  for  the  winter  to  report  upon  tlie  condition  of  affairs.  One  of 
his  proposals  was  to  remove  the  garrison  to  Ferryland,  and  not  rebuild 
the  fortifications  at  St.  John's,  but  it  met  with  no  favour. 

The  only  other  French  movement  during  this  year  was  an  unsuc- 
cessful attack  on  Buoy's  Island,  Ferryland,  by  a  French  man-of-war. 
The  settlers  were  by  this  time  too  well  organised  to  be  surprised. 
Connnodore  Taylour  emjjloyed  his  men  in  1709  in  rebuilding  Fort 
William,'  which  had.  been  entirely  demolished  except  the  earthworks, 
upon  an  improved  plan,  mounted  eight  guns,  and  erected  huts  in  the 
fort  for  the  inhabitants  for  the  winter.  The  fort  and  the  coast  from 
Ferryland  to  Carbonear  were  placed  under  John  Collins ;  Pynn  was 
in  command  at  Carbonear,  and  others  at  Trinity  and  Bonavista,  with 
local  commissioned  officers  under  them.  The  Freiicli  claimed  a  ransom 
for  St.  John's  and  neighbourhood  of  over  £7,000  which  appears  to  have 
l>een  promptly  paid  to  tlie  Placentia  Governor  Costabel'e.  This  was  one 
o*"  the  last  episodes  in  the  dreary  guerilla  warfare  carried  on  by  the 


'  There  is  a  rough  plan  of  the  new  fort  in  the  Record  Office,  BJ.  of  Trade,  Newfoundland, 
No.  6,  K21. 


250 


IlEIGN  OF  ANNE. 


French  from  Placentia  against  our  settlements;  from  1708  the  land  had 
rest  for  over  fifty  years. 


friend's  map  of  1713. 
B.M.-S.  9{H)m. 


Turiiing  from  these  stirring  scenes  of  fights  jind  pillage  to  the  more 
p  mceful  subject  of  the  fishery,  we  realise  in  the  terribly  shrunken  .state 
of  the  trade  the  immense  destruction,  loss,  and  waste  produced  by  the 
incessant  warfare  waged  by  the  two  countries  in  tliis  unfortunate  Colony. 


THE  EFFECT  OF  WAR  ON  THE  FISHERY. 


2ol 


^1' 


These  poor  meagre  figures  in  the  war  times  of  1705  are  in  strikin-^ 
contrast  to  the  great  results  of  former  affluent  seasons  of  peace  :- 
"  An  account  of  the  trade  and  fishery  of  Ne^doundland  for  the  year  1705  - 


Number  of  fishing  ships 
Number  of  sack  ships 
Number  of  ships  from  America 

Barthen  of  fishing  ships 

Number  of  fishing  ships'  boats 

Number  of  by-boats    -  .  .  . 

Number  of  inhabitants'  boats 

Quantity  of  fish  made  by  shijjs 
Quantity  of  fish  made  by  boats 
Quantity  of  fish  made  by  inhabitants'  boats 

Quantity  of  fish  carroyed  to  market 
Quantity  of  train-oil  made  by  ships  - 
Quantity  of  train-oil  made  by  boats  - 
Quantity  of  train-oil  made  by  inhabitants     - 

Number  of  stages       -  .  .  . 

Number  of  inhabitants  :— 
Men      -  -  . 

Women  -  ~  „  .  . 

Children  .  -  .  . 


20 
20 

20 


60 

40 

160 


60 

2,-100  tuns. 


260 


18,000 

12,000 

4,800 


105 

70 
280 


800 
130 

200 


78,000  qtls. 
72,000  qtis. 


455  tuns. 
80 


1,130 


Besides  6,000  Qtls.  of  fish  left  on  land;  A  further  quantity  was  'spoyld  by  bad 
weather  computed  at  2,000  Qtls.  ^   "^      ^ 

Statistics  op  the  Newfoundland  Fisiieky. 

1700  to  1 713. 

From  the  Reports  of  the  Naval  Officers, 
Years. 
1700 

1701 

1702 

1703 

1704 

1705 

17U6 
1707 
1708 
1709 
1710 
1711 
1712 
1713 

In  the  former  reign  mention  was  made  of  the  Reverend  John  Jack.son 
the  first  resident  clergyman  appointed  by  the  Society  for  the  Propagation' 


Fisliiiig  Ships. 

Boats. 

Inhabitant! 

171 

800 

764 

75 

338 



16 

35 

380 

23 

44 

214 

23 

— . 

20 

60 

-'00 

46 

136 

232 

70 

11)6 

I'.)  7 

40 

170 

;i,-.6 

35 

l;io 

2.58 

49 

1.53 

36.5 

C2 

168 

4,i9 

G6 

108 

3:0 

46 

162 

483 
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of  the  Gospel  in  NcAvfoundland,  and  liis  difficulties  with  the  military 
commandant  and  governor  of  the  Colony,  Major  Lloyd.  The  records 
give  us  a  very  full  account  of  these  proceedings. 

Major  Lloyd  was  appointed  commandant  of  the  forces  in  Newfound- 
land in  1703,  succeeding  Major  Richards,  as  being  the  "  eldest  lieutenant "  ; 
he  came  to  Newfoundhind  in  1700  as  paymaster.  It  is  hard  to 
imagine  anything  more  scandalous  than  the  conduct  of  this  unprincipled 
and  tryannical  officer.  He  seems  to  have  taken  a  mischievous  delight  in 
annoying  and  insulting  Parson  Jackson,  The  naval  chaplain,  however, 
w.is  not  one  to  fear  the  face  of  man.  Lloyd's  character  is  typical  of  tlie 
military  roud  of  that  day — unprincipled,  reckless,  dissipated,  yet  withal 
as  valiant  a  soldier  as  ever  sought  "  the  bubble  reputation  at  tiie  cannon's 
mouth,"  Anspach  has  given  us  some  account  of  his  exploits  in  1706. 
The  condensed  account  of  the  charges  made  against  him  by  the 
Reverend  Jolin  Jackson,  all  of  which  are  substantiated  by  the  evidence 
of  the  various  witnesses,  is  graphic  and  grotesque. 

Mr.  Jackson  spent  many  weary  months  in  London,  tormented  with 
sickness,  petitioning  the  Government  and  the  Church.  He  and  his 
large  family  were  recommended  to  the  attention  of  charitable  people ; 
eventually  he  was  appointed  to  a  living  in  England  by  Queen  Am  e. 
Lloyd  was  killed  in  France,  probably  in  a  duel  with  some  fire-eatl.ig 
Frenchman  whom  he  had  insulted.  Thackeray's  immortal  Irish  hero, 
Barry  Lyndon,  strongly  resembles  this  brave,  unprincipled  swiish- 
buckler. 

"  1705. — Complaints  against  the  then  Lt.  Thomas  Lloyd.  In  letter  I'rom 
Mr.  John  Jackson  Minister  at  St.  John's  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  trade 
and  plantations : — 

Ist. — Lt.  Thos.  Lloyd  came  to  command  in  chief  at  Fort  William  in  St.  John's 
harbour,  Sept.  24th  1703.  He  pat  in  practice  all  sinister  ways  and  base 
means  he  could  devise  to  p,et  money.  £660  of  Qneen's  money  to  pay 
soldiers  he  converted  into  trnde.  Supplanted  inhabitants  by  falling  price  of 
fish,  buying  liquors  at  low  rates  &c. 

2iidly.— Ruined  families  by  his  tyranny;  beat  one  Adams  a  planter,  so  that 
poor  man  is  incapable  of  getting  bread  for  his  numerous  family. 

3rdly. — Caused  Mr.  James  Benger  to  be  imprisoned  for  not  paying  debt  of  £60 
another  man  owed  him,  and  though  Benger  paid  it,  got  him  kept  in  prison 
till  season  was  past  in  order  to  ruin  him.  Benger  dealt  that  year  for  about 
2000  qtls.  of  fish  and  said  Lloyd  worsted  him  £300  that  year. 

4th ly. — His  debtors  would  run  from  their  flakes  and  business  in  fishing  season 
as  from  an  Indian  when  they  saw  him  coming,  which  he  often  did  with  his 
sword  and  caine  in  his  hand  and  thrcatning,  if  not  beating,  those  he  lighted 
on.  When  ships  arrived  in  harbour  lie  would  forestall  inhabitants  in 
choosing  goods  and  when  Masters  of  ships  demanded  pay  cavilled  with  and 
beat  them  as  Capt.  Hatch,  Capt.  Davy,  Capt.  IMckeriiig,  &c.  for  demanding 
reasonable  rates. 
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5thly.-I„  taking  farewell  demanded  hands  of  inhabitants  to  testimony  of  -.ood 
behavionr  &.  ■  refusers  he  threatens  to  murther  and  beat;  drew  his  s^ord 
upon  some  and  ]mlled  them  out  of  their  beds.  ™w  nis  sword 

^^^\7Z''l'^T  M  *^'  '°f  ^'^  """''"^  ^°  ""'"'^  '  ^'^  t'-"der8  left  the  country 
fearmg  he  should  treat  them  as  formerly.  i-ouncry 

7thly._If  speedy  care  be  not  taken,  trade  of  country  must  fall  to  ruin  He 
ht  sXtrade"  ''''  '"^  ''''  ''  ^"'"^  '^---'''  '^  ^-'-^  ^  -P^; 

^''"'^oVdL^''''^^  "'  ^'"''^^  '"""'^  ^'  ""'^^''''"^  ««"°"«'^  *^«  g'^'-"««n  'vnd 

9thly._Took  to  live  with  him  a  woman  of  disreputable  cha.aeter.  who  caused 
the  soldiers  to  be  whipped  and  abused  at  her  pleu.nre 
lOthly.-A  constant  breaker  of  the  Sabbath,  threatening  and  cursing  those  who 
would  attend  service,  going  about  the  harbour  with^  his  fiddrto  It  tbo 
people  and  spending  remainder  of  the  day  in  n.ost  disgraceful  rioting  &c 

^  '^'eTaJir^toTsrndrr"  '''^''  '-'  '^-^  -^  ^--P-^  >-ters 
12thly._Suspended  by  Commodore  ;  command  devolved  en  Lieut.  Jobn  Moody." 
The  following  complaint,  were  made  againt  Major  Lloyd  during  his 
second  tenn  of  office,  from  1705  to  170S.  and  niy  h/ap^Z^ 
mentioned  he:e.  He  to!d  the  planters  it  had  cost  him  a  large'  uo 
obtam  ht,s  re-appomtment.  and  lie  meant  to  have  it  out  of  them.  Many 
settlers  lelt  the  country  on  his  account ;—  ^ 

"  Mk.  MiNsiiEw's  Affidavit. 

1707-8. 

"  (a.)  His  tyranny  in  generall ;  (&.)  his  dispossessing  Mr  Bender  for  nnf  =,•      • 

a  paper  against  Moody;  (c.)  his  wounding  an  inhabitant     (^.htLlw:!";'!;' 

surgeon;    e.    his  cruelty  to  hie  maid  servant-    (f)  h,-«  .„  ni.     11  ^  " 

'•  Seven  nflidavits  .viUi  other  papers  to  prove  the  nllefintion.  in  Mr  r.,m„>,  v 
Z:^;^^'-'  *°  ''-  unwarrantable  Voceedings  S^ra-or-L^f^rintt 

•  ^"\;"^^*J^f"^fi«'»l«ff^^ct  flowed  from  these  extraordinary  proceed- 
ings of  Major  Lloyd.  As  the  result  of  the  inquiry  into  tl  J  sLd^ 
the  position  of  Governor  was  taken  from  the  Commander  of  Fort 
William  and  conferred  upon  the  connnodore,  and  remained  vested  in 
he  superior  naval  officer  on  the  Newfoundland  station  fiom  1708  until 
J.8J5.      It   appears   from  the   records   that  from    1G97   to   1703   the 
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commodore  hatl  been  govoinor ;  in  the  latter  year  the  appointment  was 
conferred  on  Lloyd  as  commandant. 

Tlie  command  in  Newfoundland  became  afterwards  one  of  the  great 
prizes  of  the  service ;  it  was  held  by  some  of  the  most  distinguished 
officers  in  the  navy.  Sir  John  Leake,  Rodney,  Duckworth,  Graves, 
Lord  Radstock,  &c.,  are  amongst  the  honoured  names  of  Newfoundland's 
floating  governors. 

Much  abuse  has  been  bestowed  on  our  naval  rulers ;  never  was 
censui'e  less  deserved.  No  doubt  they  were  often  severe,  sometimes 
narrow  in  their  views.  We  must  remember  they  were  always  hampered 
by  instructions  to  repress  settlement.  On  the  whole,  I  think  they 
filled  their  very  difficult  positions  admirably.  In  order  to  protect  the 
settlers,  they  encroached  on  the  prerogatives  of  the  fishing  admirals, 
and  after  a  few  yeais  virtually  superseded  them.  Of  course,  quarter- 
deck law  was  their  sole  guide ;  in  the  rude  state  of  society  then 
existing  amongst  the  fishermen  it  was  probably  the  best.  As  the 
Colony  became  more  populous  and  civilised,  naval  government  became 
simply  intolerable ;  it  was,  however,  decidedly  a  great  improvement  on 
the  fishing  admirals'  law. 

"In  the  year  1711,  I  find,"  says  Mr.  Reeves,  in  his  history  of  New- 
foundland, "  a  record  of  several  laws  and  orr^ers  made  at  St.  John's. 
"  It  is  worth  while  considering  whether  such  a  local  legislature  which 
"  the  people  scein  in  this  instance  to  have  created  for  themselves  might 
"  not  be  legally  lodged  somewhere  for  making  bye-laws  and  regulations 
"  as  occasion  should  require."  The  Commander,  Captain  Crowe,  pre- 
sided at  this  voluntary  assembly.  His  successor,  it  seems,  followed 
his  example,  and  held  a  meeting  of  the  same  sort.  These  assemblies 
were  somewhat  anomalous,  a  kind  of  legislative,  judicial,  and  executive 
all  bUinded  together. 

It  is  very  easy  to  discover  the  original  idea  from  whence  Captain 
Crowe  and  Sir  Nicholas  Trevanion's  voluntaiy  assemblies  were  taken. 
These  gatherings  of  the  inhabitants  were  literal  copies  of  the  New 
England  town  meetings.  All  the  citizens  of  the  township  assemble  in 
general  meeting  once  a  year  or  oftener,  levy  taxes,  decide  on  improve- 
ments, and  appoint  the  necessary  executive  officers  to  carry  out  their 
arrangements  during  the  ensuing  twelve  months.  All  men  meet  on  an 
equality,  every  citizen  is  entitled  to  frte  speech  and  free  vote.  As  the 
New  England  towns  become  more  populous  they  pass  out  of  the  stage 
of  town  meetings  into  representative  government. 

Unfortunately  for  the  development  of  home  rule  in  this  Colony,  wo 
stopped  short  at  the  callow  stage  of  the  town   meeting.     What   one 
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admires  most  in  tlii.s  assembly  is  the  political  ability  of  the  New 
Englander  who  engineered  the  proceedings  ;  we  have  had  clever  wire- 
pullers in  the  Colony,  but  we  doubt  if  any  of  our  party  managers  were 
ever  skilful  enough  to  blend  together  into  one  harmonious  meeting 
such  antagonistic  elements  as  the  fishing  admirals,  the  Devonshire 
adventurers,  and  the  phmters.  The  great  principle  of  politics  is  com- 
promise ;  these  laws  show  us  how  adroitly  the  Americ m  satisfied  the 
Devonshire  party  by  declaring  certain  rooms  used  by  the  bye-boat 
keepers  were  ship's  rooms,  and  turned  out  the  all-grasping  Holdswoith. 
The  inhabitants  were  gi-atified  by  the  arrangements  for  their  defence! 
and  the  support  of  their  minister. 

Under  this  astute  settlement,  everything   seems   to   have   worked 
harmoniously  ;  doubtless  the  war  and  their  common  danger  from  the 
French   made  the   discordant  ele- 
ments for  the  time  at  least  united. 
We  notice  the  poor  pay  received  by 

the     Rev.    Jacob    Rice ;    it    was^       ^^^■B?f<^.?:Tife/^ii:  "^^g^®.|f5 
perhaps,     the    insufficient     salary 
which  had  driven    away  his  pre- 
decessor, J.  Jackson. 


From  the  re-appointment  of 
our  old  friend  Governor  Collins, 
it  appears  that  the  Home  Govern- 
ment had  again  withdrawn  tiie 
military,  otherwise  a  civilian  would 
not  have  been  left  in  charge  of  the 
forts. 


At  this  time  preliminaries  for 
peace  began ;  for  two  years  the 
negotiations  dragged  their  slow 
length    along.      From     1710    the 

merchants  kept  making  representations  to  the  Board  of  Trade  tlmt 
in  any  treaty  of  peace  with  the  French,  Newfoundlan.l  might  be 
reserved  wholly  to  the  English.  'J'his  idea  wns  adopted  by  the 
Board,  who  pressed  it  strongly  on  the  Ministry.  The  treaclierous 
way  in  which  the  peace  of  Utrecht  was  concluded  is  well  known,  how 
England  abandoned  her  allies.  The  literature  of  the  day  is  full  of  the 
subject ;  one  of  Dick  Steele's  most  trenchant  articles  ii  an  attack  on 
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Iliirley  was  impeached  for  his  conduc.  in  negotiating  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht. 
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this  pence.     No  ciiilition  wi."  inoro  distrriicoful  than   tlie  sniTonder  of 
the  Newt'onndlaiKl  Hsliery  to  the  Freiieli. 

Kn^lish  .statL-.siiien  in  Queen  Anne's  ici^ni  wen;  violent  |taitisi\Ms,' 
many  of  tlieni  corruitt  and  venal,  hut  the  most  prejudiced  and  i;;noiant 
amongst  them  undnstond  that  in  tiie  struggle  with  France  victory 
rusted  with  tlio  nation  that  possessed  the  strongest  sea  power  ;  they 
were  also  well  aware  that  France  was  almost  solely  dependent  on  her 
great  North  American  fishery  for  the  manning  of  her  navy;  they  knew 
also  tiiat  her  restless  aggressive  policy  was  a  constant  menace  to 
English  power,  both  in  Europe  and  America. 

In  17m  Fiance  was  at  England's  feet;  never  since  Crecy  and 
Agincourt  had  the   French   armies  reueived  such  overwhelming  defeats. 


^Mv^.jPf^^'^y  t"'^"''r^'-'-^'^i' '  "^<p 


FRENCH   FISIIINfJ   9TA0KS  AT  ST.  JVI.IAN. 


'' 


France  has  always  valueil  her  trans-Atlantic  fishery  not  for  the  sake 
of  peaceful  commerce,  but  as  an  engine  of  war.  The  enormous  Viounties 
jiaid  to  her  fishermen  in  Newfoundland  are  not  to  sustahi  the  paltry  trade 
of  St.  Pierre,  but,  as  it  has  been  declared  o\er  and  over  again  by  French 
Ministers,  to  recruit  her  navy. 

It  may  be  argued  that,  compared  with  the  European  interests 
involved  in  the  Utrecht  negotiations,  the  Noith  American  fishery  was 
of  quite  nunor  importance.     But  this  is  not  the  case.     For  England,  the 


'  C'ontcniponin-  writers  quoted  liy  HiiUiini  iill  tlie  lioon  coniiiiiiiions,  niiiiiy  |)h\>ieiiiiis,  u 

Siiy  that  •' 'J'lie    (le^^ire  lor    Freiieli   wine   mid  frreiit  iiKiiiv  of  llie  liiwver.><,  the  iiil'erior  elerj;v, 

the   deiiriiess  i)t'   it   iilieiiated    iiiaiiy   troiii   tlie  and  the  hxise  uomeii,  were  united  in  a  liietiim 

Duke   of   Marllioionjxh.      The   hard    (hinkers  agains^t  tlie  Duke." 
cuiiipluiued  tliat  they  were  iioisoned  by  port; 
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Ni»rth  Anicriniii  H.slK'iy  was  of  pnninumnt  iiiiportiviicc  :  it  involved  tli»> 
i|Uc.stiiiii  (if  British  hUpreiimcy  at  sua,  an<l  tliu  Kii^'lisli  (luiuinioii  in 
Xorth  Aiiit'ii'ii. 

'I'lic  vast  naval  furco  of  Franco  had  ^rown  up  and  was  snstaincd  liy 
lior  tislicry  in  Ni-wfoundhmd  *"  l  the  St.  Lawrencf,  yrt  witli  t]je  t'nil 
knowlt'd^rc  of  all  that  ha})pfni'(l  in  the  past,  Kn;;liiiid,  with  her  enemy 
at  her  mercy,  ^ive  hack  to  her  rival  both  Cape  Hreton  ami  the  fishery 
in  Nt'wfounilland. 

In  the  nf<,'()tiations  al)Out  the  treaty  of  rtreoht  the  French  knew 
that  they  must  lo,si>  Ncwfoumlland.  Knj^lish  ])\iltli('  feelinj^  at  the 
time  was  indi^'iiatit  at  the  frei|Uent  French  raids  made  on  the  Island,  and 
insisted  on  its  entire  p()s,session.  Franc*'  offered  to  .surrender  oui'  Island 
and  the  fi.sheries  and  St.  Martin  and  St.  Bartholomew  in  the  West 
Indies  for  Aeadie  (Nova  Scotia).  Tlse  P^njflish  (Jovernment  were  firm 
in  their  refusal  to  ^ive  up  Nova  Scotia,  and  insisted  on  tishini;  rijfhts 
in  Cape  Breton,  and  that  it  shoidd  not  be  fortified.  But  in  all  the.se 
demands  except  the  retention  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Newfoundland,  they 
were  (jii    >  itted  by  their  opponents. 

'J'he  French  arnrnment  about  Cape  Breton  was  that  the  Kii{,dish  and 
French  could  not  fish  together  there — that  it  would  be  impossilde  to 
jire.serve  peace  amongst  them.  Yet  in  the  face  of  this  unanswerable 
argUMK'ut,  England  consented  that  tliere  should  l>u  a  c;)ncairrent  fishery 
in  Newfouridland,  involving  perpetual  quarrels  between  the  subjects 
of  both  nations.  The  .surrender  of  the  Newf(nuidland  fi.shery  was  a 
wilful  blunder  on  the  part  of  the  English  Ministry. 

The  entire  exclusion  of  the  French  from  Newfoundland  and  from 
all  participation  in  the  fishery  was  strongly  ui'ged  on  the  Coverninent 
by  the  Board  of  Traile,  by  the  whole  body  of  British  merchants,  by  the 
united  voice  of  the  North  American  colonies,  and  by  the  urgent  enti-eaty 
of  the  Newf(mndland  settlers.  The  appeal  was  made  to  unwilling  ear.s. 
Prior,  one  of  the  chief  negotiators,  had  expre.s,sed  in  liis  re|M)rt  in  17()(> 
the  alvsolute  necessity  of  excluding  the  French  from  the  Island,  every 
naval  couunander  had  reiterated  the  same  opinion,  but  it  was  iill  to  no 
purpose — there  has  hardly  ever  been  a  more  senseless  surrender  ;  the 
couse(|uences  have  been  lasting  and  widespread— -for  the  English 
Colonies  an  exhausting  war.  Unfortunately  to-day  we  sufiei-  for  the 
base  treachery  of  Queen  Anne's  Mini.stry. 

This  great  treaty,  over  which  the  fierce  intellectual  giant.  Swift,  ami 
the  well-l)eloved  Joseph  Addi.son  fought  their  great  litei-ary  battles,  is 
to-day  the  rule  under  which  the  French  fisherman  builds  his  temporary 
liut  and  erects  his  stage  on  the  treaty  shore  of  Newfoundland. 

/    p.  2729.  R 
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It  •"oinains  a  dauj^enms  causp  of  tiuarri'l  Ix'twocii  two  ^roai  nations, 
n  perpetual  ii  ritatiiiij  sore,  a  bar  to  tlie  pi-ogress  and  pros[)erity  of  the 
Colony. 

liy  Artielo  XIII.  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  ITl^J,  it  was  agreed 
that— 

"  Tho  isliinil  ciiUlmI  N'owfoiindlinul.  witli  the  adjacoiit  iKlaiul  ,  shall,  from  tliin 
time  forwiinl,  he'oiKj  of  n'l/ht  wlio'li/  to  Jlritnii,  uiul  to  tlmi  vin\  the  town  ami 
fortreas  of  T'larciiliii,  ami  wliati-vi'v  other  jjlaccs  in  the  said  Island  are  in  tho 
])i)sscHsioii  of  the  {•'rciK'h.  slndl  ho  vicldi'd  niid  qivcn  up  within  seven  mouths  from 
tho  exi'hantjc  of  tiic  ratilications  of  tliis  treaty,  or  sooner,  if  possibk^  hy  the  Alost 
(.'hristian  King  to  those  who  hiive  a  eommis>ion  from  the  Queen  of  (Jrcat  IJritain 
lor  that  purposo.  Nor  shall  Mu-  Alost  Christian  King,  his  lu'irs  and  successors,  or 
any  of  their  subjects,  at  any  time  hcri;afier  /i'//  clttini  to  anij  riijlit  io  the  stiiil  !s!itnil 
and  islands,  or  to  any  part  of  it  or  them.  Morvover,  it  gliall  iiothc  hiw/nl  for  the 
snhjects  of  Franco  to  fni-tifij  (inij  jthicf  In  the  mid  islnuil  if  Xrtifoiiiiilliind,  or  fo  erect 
uiiij  Jmildiitf/s  there,  hcsidcK  .itiH/rif  iiiule  of  boitrds,  miil  hidii  iicc  nfnirji  nial  vsefa'  for 
dnjiiu]  of  jlnh,  or  to  rrxt>yl  to  the  i>iit  I  inhiwt  beyond  the  time  neressiiry  for  fixhinfi  and 
drijin;!  of  fifh.     lint  il  xlni'l  I),  n'lowel   to   the  snyijertx  of  Frnuci' to  rolrh  fiiih  and  to 


riiKNc  II  risiiixi  uiioMs  AT  cvl'i;  itoioii  hauiioi  i;. 
From  IlliivKniil  lllti/,: 

dr,j  them  on  land  hi  that  pari  onlii,  itnd  in  'm  other  hvnides  that,  of  the,  s  lid  Ifthtnd  of 
IKeirfotind'anil,  which  stretches  from  tlie  phice  called  Capo  Bonavisia  to  tho 
northern  point  of  tho  said  island,  and  fi'mn  tiionce  running  down  by  tiie  western 
Bide,  reaches  as  far  as  tho  jilaco  called  I'oint  Kichc.  Ihit  the  island  calloil  Capo 
Ih-cion,  as  also  all  others,  b  'tli  in  the  uioutli  of  tlio  River  St.  Lawrence  and  in  tho 
gulf  of  the  same  name,  shall  hereafter  belong  of  right  to  the  French,  and  the  Must 
Christian  King  shidi  have  all  manner  ol'  liberty  to  fortify  any  place  or  places 
there." 

The  laiieruage  of  this  treaty  is  very  ele;>r  and  explieit,  the  sovereignty 
of  Groat  Britain  o\  er  the  Island  of  Xowfouudland  is  made  absolute. 


Tin.:  TREATY'  OF  UTRKCFIT. 


2,-)!) 


The  FiviK-h  are  contin...!  tu  a  tomponiry  us.n-  of  tho  shoiv  for  o,„. 
purpose  only,  iho  jis/u'inj  ,uol  Un/hnj  o/jhh  ;  no  other  ri^rl.ts  are  -r.int..  ! 
to  thoin.  It  will  1,0  sLMMi  tl.at  their  prepoHterous  cl^ii.u  to  hi.iM  fiK-tories 
Had  tin  lobsters  is  entirely  oppose.)  to  tlw  plain  lan-ua-^e  of  this  tn-aty 
which  IS  still  m  fore..  \o  other  fishery  hut  the  eo,l  fishery  Nvas  in' 
existe.ice  at  that  tii-ie,  an.l  no  other  fishery  was  eonten.plate.l  by  the 
tmity;  which  view  is  further  con finne.l  by  the  Treaty  of  Versailles, 
1  /  H'i  :  — 

"Tho  Xiri  Arti..hM,|-  tlu.  T,vaty  „f  rrh-och(  a.ul  .1,,.  „„.,l,od  of  cuTvin^-  en  thr 
fishery,  wlnrl.  has  at  all  tim...  I.pou  aek.K.wle.lffcl  fa  shi|,  r,„l  fi.shery  '.  shall  bo  the 
I'lai.  upo„  wlueh  rhe  lisluTv  shall  1.,,.  carric.l  ou  tluMv  ;  it  shall  not  I.o  .ioviut...!  IV.,„. 
by  o.thor  pariy;  tho  Fivnch  fishmnoi.  l.uiKli,,^.  only  thoh-  ncallWhls.  o.mlinin.r 
tluMusolv,.s  to  th:.  vopair  of  fheir  fishin,'  vossHs.  a.ul  „<,>  wintorin.^  th.Te;  tl,: 
sahjoots  of  I  ,s  Br.tannie  Maj.wty  „„  their  part  not  ,„..l,..ti-,,.  i,.  ,u.v  nrnn.or  tho 
l.onchhsherme.1  .lurinK  then-  lishiu-  ,..„•  iujuring  tiioir  srallulds 'durin-  their 
iihscrico.  ° 

In  the  oriu-inal  .Ir.ift  proposal  of  the  Kreneb  tin.'  wor.I  used  was 
co'.lji./i,  n<.t  h-sb,  but  the  purists  who  drew  the  treaty  considered  codHsh 
too  vul<r;,r  a  wonl,  and  inserted  in  place  of  it  //.s-A.  The  lueanin.^ 
li.m'cver,  is  exactly  the  same,  as  tlH>  codfishery  was  tho  onlv  fisbery 
tb-n  carried  on  as  a  ship- fishery  by  both  nations  the  only  lishery  i'n 
Avbich  stages  and //(^/y.s' (sea (folds)  are  used. 


I^y  the  t<>rn.s  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  Placentia  wis  to  be  -iven  up 
to  the  English  inunediately.     Brown  writes:-^ 

"M.  Do  Costahollo,  the  (iDVonior.  thorclbrc  lost  no  tiiiio  in  sendin--  olV  the 
garrison  and  inhabitants  to  Capo  Bivton  so  that  tho  latter  nii-ht  not  lo.o  their 
Hununor's  (ish.n-  Some  of  the  people  objoctod  to  leaving  IMaisaneo  ^  proi,al,lv  the 
Lnglisii  and  [n.-h;  and  woiil.l  willingly  have,  roniaincd  niidor  Kiedi^ii  dnniinui,,n 
but  Costal.elle  urged  all  to  go  except  idlers  and  va-abonds,  whom  lie  di.croetiv 
loft  lis  a  legacy  to  \\\n  sueoessor. 

"In  the  (irst  instanc'o  tho  garrison  and  inhabitants  wont  to  Havre  a  L' An.doiq 
(Lonisbourg),  which  was  known  to  b-,-  favourably  situaled  for  oarrving  On"  tho 
hshcry.  Tm  tho  course  of  th.>  Miinm.T  about  one  hundred  and  eight  v  porsonn  chiellv 
fishermen  and  their  families,  arrived  from  J'laisance  an.l  tho  Isle  of  St  'I'iorrc 
yomoof  those  settled  at  Haloino,  Scatari  and  tho  out  harbours,  bul  thn  niaiorit  ' 
took  up  tl.oir  abode  nt  Havre  a  1/Anglois.  All  were  supplied  weh  provisions  bv 
tho  French  Govoniinont  for  some  time  aftir  llieir  arrival,  '  ' 

This  is  the  last  epis.,,!,.  in  the  history  of  the  French  Colony  in 
Newfound lan.l.  The  settlement  existed  there  ovr  half  a  centurv",  bnfc 
during  all  that  time  it  never  iiicrease.l,  it  was  Ksseiitially  military  ;  after 
fifty  years  of  occupation  the  whol.'  perma.uMit  French  population  of 
Newfoundland  numbered  less  than  two  hundred  s.ails.    As  colenisers  the 


lijcows's    1/i.i'ori/  of  ('(ijiv  L'u/iiii. 
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Freiicli  liavo  been  failures,  alwaj^s  and  eveiywhero.  In  one  respect 
tlioy  were  superior  to  their  Eiifflisli  rivals.  "  No  other  Enropeans," 
says  Meiivalc,  in  his  lecture  on  colonies  and  colonisation,  "have  ever 
"  displayed  equid  talents  for  conciliating  savages,  and,  it  must  lie  ailded, 
"  for  approximating  to  their  usages  and  modes  of  life  as  the  French." 

The  French  in  Cape  Breton  were  just  as  l>ad  neighbours  to  Nova 
Scotia  iiH  they  had  been  to  Newfoundland  ;  they  secretly  encouraged  the 
Indians  to  make  raids  on  the  Englisli  settlers ;  tliey  were  always 
planning  the  re-concjnest  of  Acadie. 

French  writers  differ  somewhat  in  their  views  of  the  Treaty  of 
Uti'echt.     C^hatk'voix  says  : — • 

"  Praru'c  was  amply  compensated  for  tVio  loss  of  Newfounilliind  by  tbe  aoqui- 
sitioii  of  Capo  Breton,  whore  the  inhabit.mts  of  riaisaiicc  found  themselves  more 
agiecalily  ami  more  advantau;eou8ly  situated  than  they  had  ever  been  in  New- 
fouiiillaiid,  whilst  the  English  were  now  alisolute  masters  of  the  conntry,  where 
before  tboy  could  not  assure  themselves  of  aiiythinsj  so  long  as  they  hail  us  for 
their  neighbours." 

Abl)('  Raynal  laments  bitterly  over  the  loss  of  Newfoundland  and 
Acadie.     Garneau  says  : — 

"  The  Treaty  of  Utrecht  snatched  from  the  feeble  hands  of  Louis  the  j)ortnls  of 
Canada.  Aeadie.  and  Newfoundland.  From  this  treaty  dates  the  decline  of  the 
monnrcl'y  and  the  coming  of  the  revolution." 
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APrENDIX  TO  CHAPTER  X. 


I.  Campaign  of  1704-5. 

[No  event  in  thi"  wliole  of  our  history  is  so  fully 
recorded  as  this  siege  of  Fort  Williiun  ; 
we  cull  truce  the  course  of  events  from 
dav  to  <lay,  after  u  lapse  of  almost  two 
hundred  years.] 


(h.)  Ciiaulevoix's  AccorsT. 

!M.  de  Snbercase  set  out  on  the  ISth  of 
January  with  l.iO  well  armed  men,  soldiers, 
Canadians,  privateersmen  and  Indians,  all 
determined  men  accustomed  to  walk  in  snow 
shoes.  Kach  man  had  provisions  for  twenty 
days,  his  arms,  his  blanket  and  a  tent  to  each 
mess  in  turn. 

The  severest  part  of  the  march  was 
caused  by  four  of  the  rivers  not  being  frozen 
over.  Arriving  at  Heboii  [Bay  Hulls]  on  the 
itith  at  noon  the  people  begged  for  quarter. 
Here  the  army  found  consiilerable  provisions. 
They  proceeded  after  48  hours  rest  three 
leagues  to  I'etty  Harbour.  They  entered  it 
the  next  day  and  leaving  forty  men  to  guard 
the  prisoners  taken  at  Kebou,  inarched 
forward.  The  English  at  St.  John's  were 
ignorant  of  the  proximity  ot  the  French  and 
perhaps  of  their  departure  from  I'laoentia, 
but  the  want  of  order  preserved  in  leaving 
I'etty  Harbour  and  the  neglect  to  reconnoitre 
St.  John's  well,  deprived  the  army  of  all 
advantage  of  surprising  it. 

There  were  then  at  St.  John's  two  forts, 
one  much  larger  dmn  the  other.  They  begun 
at  the  former,  which  was  -veil  defended,  the 
English  keeping  upon  the  besiegers  a  constant 
fire  of  bombs  an<l  caunop  b-'.is  which  the 
French  stood  with  all  possible  intrepidity. 
Nevertheless  we  had  only  fil'teen  kilU'<i  or 
wounded,  the  Chevalier  de  Lo,  ensign  among 
them.  Want  of  ammunition  at  lust  tbreed 
our  men  to  raise  the  siege,  a  part  of  the 
powder  brought  from  I'liicentiu  having  ln'cu 
wet  in  crossiusf  the  rivers  :  but  they  did  not 
draw  ott'  till  they  had  laid  in  ashes  every 
house  around  the  harbour. 

( >n  the  5th  of  March  the  array  deeani|)ed 
and  marrhed  to  Forillon,  where  the  inliubi- 
tants  at  first  made  ii,  show  of  defence  but  soon 
surrendered.  The  town  was  burned,  alter 
which  Martigny,  who  hu<l  brought  bis  faithful 
Neseanibiouit,  was  detached  with  the  Indians 
and  a  putt  uf  the  Canadians  to  tyarbonuiei'e 
and  Honavista  with  orders  to  burn  and  destroy 
all  the  coast,  which  he  executed  without  losing 
a  single  man,  so  great  was  the  terror  among 
the  English. 

His  very  mime  made  the  arms  fall  from 
the  hands  of  the  most  resolute  and  gave  him 


a  number  of  prisoners  whom  he  had  only  the 
trouble  of  binding.  Hut  he  had  to  reserve 
Carbonniere  Island  for  another  time.  It  held 
three  hundred,  and  was,  as  I  have  said, 
inaccessible  in  winter. 

Every  other  place  was  carried  or  sub- 
mitted ;  M.M.  de  Linctot,  de  Villedoniieau<l  do 
Heletre  thoroughly  supimrted  Montijjuy,  and 
Nescambiouit,  as  usual,  distinguished  him- 
self In  fine,  this  campaign  couji)letely 
ruined  the  English  trade  in  .Newfoundland. 
(Shea's  Charlevoix.) 


{!).)  I'hniiallow's  Dkscuii'tiiin. 

The  descent  that  the  enemy  again  made 
on  Newfoundland  whs  more  teiTibli-  and 
surprising  than  the  former;  for  on  .Innuary 
2 1st,  at  break  of  day,  .M.  Supereas^  tell  on 
St  .lolin's,  where  in  llie  space  of  two  hours  all 
weiv  become  prisoners  of  war  •■xccpt  tho>c  in 
the  castle  and  fort.  The  night  before  the 
enterprise,  they  were  obliged  to  lie  on  a  bed 
of  snow,  six  fi'ct  deep,  for  fear  of  being  dis.- 
eovered,  which  caused  such  numbness  in  the 
joints  of  several,  that  the  (ieneral  vowed 
revenge,  and  accordingly  executed  his  resent- 
ment, for  that  he  destroyed  all  befoic  him, 
and  gave  no  quarter  for  some  time,  till 
M.  Boocore,  who  was  a  gentlcpian  of  more 
humanity,  did  interpose  and  a'  ate  his  fuiy. 
The  number  that  they  took  alive  was  one 
hundred  ami  forty,  whom  they  sent  into  the 
(larrison,  not  out  of  juty  to  the  prisoners 
but  with  a  design  to  starve  the  whole  [eon- 
firmed  by  Lieut.  .Moody].  After  that  they 
laid  siege  to  the  garrison  and  fort,  which 
continued  thirty  days  without  relief;  (except- 
ing three  who  made  their  escape  to  the  foniier 
and  .seventeen  to  the  latte.')-  In  the  fori  were 
only  forty  men  under  the  command  of  C.iptain 
Moody  and  twelve  in  the  castle  under  (  aplaiii 
Latham,  who  'udiave'l  thenisclvcs  with  sueh 
bravery  that  they  slighted  all  manner  of 
tende's  that  were  made  them  of  sunender. 
witli  the  highest  contempt  imaginable.  I'pon 
ths,  the  enemy  committed  many  barbarities 
and  sent  several  threa'  niiigs  :  but  I  hey  had 
no  iiiHueiice  on  either  officers  or  soldiers,  lor 
they  plied  their  bombs  and  mortar  pieces  to 
so  good  effect,  that  they  killed  several,  and 
lost  but  three  in  the  whole  engageinent. 

After  this  the  Freiiih  sieiTeil  lo  ( 'on- 
sunqition  Hay.  having  first  demolished  all  the 
English  i;cttlements  in  Trinity  and  Honivisia. 
where  they  burnt  ttudr  stages  aiul  boats  and 
laid  a  contribution  besides  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants. From  thence  they  went  to  (."arbiuieer. 
where  they  met  with  some  repulse,  and 
finding   their  pro'-iaions  fell  short,  the)  sent 
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n  further  iininbcr  [of  tlie  iiilinhitiinfs]  into 
tl.c  fort  [Williiim],  ri-'serviiif?  tlie  most  skilful 
iiiiil  able  iisliiTiiien  for  tlienisftves  until  the 
fiiccepdiiif;  !-])riii(;.  [The  liittiT  part  of  the 
iiceouiit  is  slightly  coiifusi'd.]  [S.  Pkniiallow, 
Indian   Wurti,  1723.] 


(f.)  Cami-hei.i.'s  Accoi.NT. 

Accoimt  oil  June  IJth  17(15  rf  Colin 
C:ini])l)fli  merchiint  of  tlii'  nttack  on  St.  .lohn's 
writtfii  from  nit'iiiorj-. — the  (k'spiilches  from 
lit.  Moodv  itc.  having  boon  thrown  overboard 
to  pri'Vciit  their  fallinj:  i'llo  the  bunds  of  a 
I'reiich  ])rivatecr  :  — 

That  on  the  '_*lst  .liiny  17(i">  the  Freneli 
forces  under  ^I.  Suberoass  to  the  niiinlier  of 
(>(I0  men  (Indians  and  C'aiiadiaiis  alioiit  l»U 
included)  iiiarehed  from  I'lacentia  to  Hay 
Hulls  and  I'etty  Harbour,  reaching  St.  John's 
at  :t  o'ldook  in  trie  morning,  took  it  by  surprise 
and  after  having  barbarously  murdered  many 
of  the  inhabitants  and  luacie  the  best  (irisoners, 
they  laid  siege  to  the  fort  and  castle  com- 
manded in  chief  by  Lt.  John  Moody  and 
Mr.  U(d)ert  Latham  with  seventy  men.  whereof 
about  twenty  inhabitants  ;  they  contiuued  in 
the  harbour  till  the  'J:i  Kcbrunry  in  which 
time  the  French  had  many  men  killed  and 
-»voiiiifled  amongst  whom  were  severall  officers 
of  note  particularly  the  (loveraour's  own 
nephew ;  the  fort  and  castle  were  bnively 
defended  without  the  loss  of  any  more  than 
one  Serjeant  and  two  or  three  private  men  ; 
diiring  the  time  the  French  burnt  and 
distroyed  all  the  houses  storehouses  goods 
&c.  whatsoever  in  St.  John's  and  marched 
South  as  far  as  I''air  Kllcn's  [Ferrjland] 
carrying  away  as  priscmers  all  the  inhabitants 
and  myself  (a  few  sick  men  excepted)  and 
left  behind  the  Canadians  and  Indians  to 
make  good  their  retreat,  who  joined  them 
soon  afier  committing  the  like  baibarity  as 
they  had  done  at  St.  .lohn's  all  alcng  as  they 
went  as  Kitty  Vitty,  I'etty  Harbour,  Hay  of 
lUiII-i,  and  I'air  Kllon  Ika.,  where  1  obtained 
my  liberty  by  hiinible  sollicit'itions.  At  Fair 
i.lhii  M.  Siibercass  onlered  the  Canadians 
and  Indians  [about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men]  uiuler  M.  Montigny  to  march  Northward 
which  next  day  they  <lid  by  llolyrood  burning 
and  destroying  in  like  manner  the  harbours  of 
ilarboiiiniaine.  Hieckhoiise  [Hrigiis]  Forte- 
grave,  Island  Cove,  Harbour  (irace,  Carbineer, 
I'.av  of  \'ardes  itc  and  when  !  came  away  on 
the  Itli  .May  they  weve  not  gone  away  from 
Trinity  Hay  :  M.  Subercass  with  the  rest  of  the 
Ibrces  returned  to  Flacentia  by  Tiepassc  and 
St.  Mary  s  with  2(io  F.nglish  prisoners  and  is 
there  safely  arrived. 

He  says  further  :  The  packet  ali^o  con- 
tained de|>ositionN  from  Lt.  Moody  against 
one  Mr.  John  Hoop  of  St.  .Ldin's  importing 
tb:it  the  said  Hoop  had  inihavoiircd  to 
j)er-uade  the  inhabitants  during  the  winter 
Iroi.i  eontribut'.ng  any  assistance  by  watching 
ut  th.e  forts  and  harbour  and  while  the  Fnuoh 


were  there  discovered  to  them  whntover  be 
knew  of  the  weakness  of  the  Fort  and  Castle 
and  that  the  enemy  acknowledged  to  have 
received  consideiable  services  from  him  and 
after  three  or  four  days  }ie  was  at  ))cifect 
liberty  during  all  the  time  the  French 
continued  at  St.  John's.  I  believe  tlu'  fortifi- 
cations require  to  be  repaired  especially  Fort 
William  and  the  outworks. 
(^Records.) 


((/,)  C.^mi'iii:li.'s  Fi;ktiii:u  Accotixt. 

Collen  Campbell  maketh  oath  that 
M  Supercass'  men  during  the  time  they  were 
at  St  John's,  they  in  a  most  barbarous  manner 
did  murder  in  and  about  St  John's  to  the 
number  of  thirty  and  failing  to  reduce  the 
forts  burnt  all  the  houses,  2  or  '.\  excepted, 
and  when  they  departed  the  (iovernor  said 
in  his  hearing  :  Tliat  at  another  time  they 
would  destroy  what  they  now  left,  and  carried 
away  as  prisoners  the  greater  part  of  the 
harbour ;  as  far  as  he  can  remember  the  losses 
sustained  by  them  from  the  French  on  this 
occasion  did  amount  according  to  the  oaths 
of  the  principal  inhabitants  taken  by  Lt  .Moody 
to  between  one  hundred  and  forty  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  stg. 

CuLN    C.\MI'HKt.L. 

(Records.) 


(<'.)  Ricii.vuD  Sami'son's  Accoi:nt. 

He  says  two  companies  of  French  soldiers 
each  between  40  and  .'io  commanded  by 
M  Supercass,  DO  Indians  and  between  two 
and  three  hundred  inhabitants  of  Flacentia 
arrived  at  St  John's  on  the  lilst  January  half 
an  hour  before  day  and  surprised  tlie  harbour 
(tlicy  not  having  kept  this  winter  any  guards 
an<l  killed  nine  of  ye  inhabitants  viz.  :  [names 
given]  and  some  of  the  soldiers  who  were 
permitted  to  lie  in  the  harbcnr. 

There  being  no  guard  kept  in  ye  Xorth 
Battery  the>  look  ye  Cannon  there  being  1:5 
with  which  they  annoyed  ye  South  Hattery 
having  found  two  barrells  of  powder  which 
belonged  to  ye  fort  or  ye  Queens  stotchounc 
lij  tlic  iratcr  side.  The  first  day  they  attacked 
tile  South  Hattery  which  was  commanded  by 
Lt.  "'obert  Latham  who  had  VI  soldiers  and 
1.')  inhabitants  ;  ye  French  find  on  them  out 
of  ye  woods  viry  iiiueh  with  two  great  guns 
which  they  found  on  ye  South  point. 

In  ye  main  garri.son  wc  had  two  men 
killed  J.  Hargery  a  serjt.  and  John  Tielfiad 
inh  ibitant.  The  Fr«iich  sent  very  often  fcinall 
parties  between  lit  and  20  to  amuse  the 
garrison  which  weie  generally  coinmanded  by 
a  Serjt  but  to  the  south  side  lliey  always  sent 
a  commissioned  otficer.  The}  allowed  the 
people  at  Kitty  Vitty  having  »  hundred  men 
fit  to  bear  arms  to  live  in  their  own  houses 
but  they  never  offered  to  go  to  the  help  of  the 
garri.soM  and  tolil  the  enemy  of  one  Kicbaril 
King  proposing  going  to  ye  fort  and  they  had 
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him  presently  killeil.  Several  inhabitants 
were  hiispectetl  of  being  in  correspondence 
with  the  French. 

They  destroyed  all  the  town  except  four 
houses  and  took  all  the  iutiahitants  with  them 
to  I'etty  Harbour  four  men  heini;  killed  on 
the  road  from  whence  the  inhabitants  were  at 
liberty  except  (io  or  7i)  whom  they  carried 
to  I'lacentia  several  of  which  have  since 
escaped. 

The  said  Campbell  and  one  I'emberton 
was  sent  from  ye  Freiich  several  tiuics  with  a 
flag  of  truce  and  tiiat  the  French  having 
found  some  papers  with  John  Hoope  have 
taken  him  to  I'lacentia  and  intend  to  send 
him  to  France  and  the  sd  Uoope  is  afraid  they 
will  never  release  hiiu. 

lilCIIAItD  SAMrS(JN'. 

18  June  1705. 

(^liernrds.) 

(/.)  Rooi'k's  AccorsT. 

M.  Supercass  surprized  the  town  all  but 
ye  garrison  and  neare  ye  fort  for  some  little 
time  gave  no  quarter  but  soone  contradicted 
that  order;  all  ye  men  which  were  about  •2>2 
were  put  iu  ye  (.'hureli  for  a  prison  which  is 
an  open  place  and  itt  being  bitter  sharp  frost 
and  much  snow  often  falling  severall  died  of 
ye  cold  and  several  had  their  feet  frozen. 
Some  dnj'S  after  he  sent  some  Indians  to 
Torbay  who  killed  two  men  several  hours 
after  they  had  given  them  (juarter ;  and  after 
those  in  ye  Church  had  been  there  a  month 
he  sent  80  of  them  under  guard  of  a  French 
party  without  Indians  (each  prisoner  having 
a  burden  of  80  lbs.  on  liis  back)  to  carry  to 
I'etit  luirbour  their  jilunder  but  five  being 
faint  and  not  able  to  carry  their  burdens 
aud  for  no  other  reason  were  barbarously 
murdered. 

The  Indians  for  some  mouths  after  went 
in  ]ar.ies  and  everywhere  disturbed  ye 
fisheiy  and  iu  Trinity  Bay  and  Bonavista 
commuted  several  barbarous  murders  as  'tis 
said  IU  men  and  2  little  children  after 
quarter. 

M.  Supercass  when  departed  burned  aud 
destroyed  all  ye  bnatcs,  houses  &c.  and 
carried  with  him  l.'jOof  the  ablest  men  aud 
forced  them  by  ill  usage  to  work  on  their 
fishery ;  some  officers  <lid  pay  them  others 
did  n  )t  and  ye  inhabitants  gave  them  nothing, 
and  att  ye  end  of  the  season  he  sent  severall 
to  Canada,  some  to  France  and  some  still  at 
I'lacentia  who  arc  said  to  have  entered  the 
French  service  all  ye  Irish  are  certainly 
entred. 

(^Hecnnls.) 


(y.)  RoorE's  Ft  utukk  Accoi'NT, 

About  daybreak  M.  .'<uberc;iss  came  and 
iu  two  bodies  foil  in  uppon  ye  harbour  viz 
one  of  them  by  ye  fort  who  killed  and  tooke 
all  ye  people  yt  were  in  ye  houses  under  ye 
glauiii  ueare  an  hour  before  it  was  known  iu 


ye  fort  and  it  was  known  by  means  of  one 
Arohebald  Taylour  a  solilier  about  suns 
ryseing  lowered  ye  little  drawbridge  and  went 
out  with  a  bottle  of  rum  to  drink  with  some 
of  his  consorts  but  when  he  came  to  ye 
uttino-t  part  of  ye  glacis  he  saw  ye  enemy 
who  fyered  on  him  which  made  him  turno 
and  runn  to  ye  bridge  and  pull  it  up  and 
allarmed  ye  garrisons  who  came  some  cloathed 
anil  some  not  and  then  about  five  or  six  of 
the  enemy  crep  up  to  the  top  of  the  glacis 
and  fired  and  killed  one  of  our  people,  one 
of  them  was  killed,  ye  rest  retireed  to  their 
b  )dy  which  was  und.'r  shelter  <>f  some  houses 
ab.iui  80  paces  from  there  and  then  our 
people  went  to  clear  away  ye  snow  from  ye 
giinns  which  there  was  all  ye  times  ye  enemy 
was  neare  ye  forts.  And  immediately  after 
they  sate  fire  to  one  of  ye  houses  and  retired 
iu  ye  smoake  thereof;  about  It  days  after 
M.  Suhereass  sent  a  truce  with  a  letter,  a 
copy  of  which  I  herewith  otter  [ste  p.  24H] 
ye  purport  whereof  was  to  have  a  parlee, 
which  was  held  for  four  days  and  then  broke 
olf ;  on  ye  2d  day  M.  Subercass  forced  me 
to  write  the  letter  to  Mr.  Latham  then  com- 
manded ye  Southsiile  ('uNtle  aud  that  is  the 
letter  yr  Lordships  were  informed  was 
treasonable  which  letter  I  herewith  present 
[sec  p.  244].  M.  Subercass  not  g.iining  his 
point,  having  found  tivo  barrels  of  powdir 
gott  two  facre  guiis  on  a  hill  about  liOO  yards 
from  ye  Southside  Cistle  began  to  cannonade 
ye  woodwork  thereof  and  fired  on  ye  first 
day  about  .■)0  shot  but  seeing  he  did  little  or 
no  damage,  he  fired  but  now  and  then  and 
scMiig  ye  sloope  he  had  onlere  1  to  come  with 
200  shells  and  an  1 1  inch  mortar  did  not 
appear  nor  their  fire-arrows  thai  they  threw 
into  ye  Southside  Castle  did  not  take  (for 
they  were  not  well  inide)  he  prepared  to  go 
off. 

1  have  before  described  how  they  burnt  ye 
houses  and  treated  ye  prisnuurs,  I  only  forgot 
that  one  (louling  a  missiofary  Jesuit  allways 
kept  close  to  ye  Indians  until  they  came  to 
Fcrrilaiul.  In  eight  da)s  he  arrived  at 
Ferriland  where  tlii'y  destroyed  all,  for  on 
going  forth  they  had  buriu'd  none  and  whilst 
in  St.  John's  they  declared  that  if  they  could 
take  the  lort  they  would  ile.-.troy  notbnig,  that 
M.  Costabelle  ye  Leu'  du  Hoy  was  to  be 
(toveriiour  and  a  ('a|)uciau  Friar  come  to  bo 
chiiplain,  that  wbieh  friar  came  from  Quebec 
and  is  still  at  I'lacentia  aud  tis  said  there 
that  there  was  an  ordir  from  )e  Court  of 
France  for  ye  expedition  ;  'tis  agreed  by  all 
there  thai  as  soon  as  ye  Charentv  which  is 
a  Kings  ship  arrived  att  i'lacentia,  La  Vape 
was  with  all  speed  fitted  out  foi'  Quebec 
and  bio'iiiht  back  about  10t»  Indians  and 
Canail  nils  of  ye  race  of  vh  French. 

Tliieo  days  after  they  came  to  Ferri- 
land they  departed  and  then  sent  away 
M  .Montiguy  and  most  of  the  Canadians  who 
went  first  to  Conceptioit  H.iy  aud  plundered 
and  destroyed   all  there  (Carbouear  Island 
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excepted),  from  thence  to  Trinity  Bay  ;  frotn 
thence  to  I'nenu  Vistii  where  Lt  Moody  (iih 
'tis  sui(l)liii(l  c(;Mstitnte(loneUeor<;e  SeiHinton 
Ciiief'e  wlio  is  ii  t^naUer  iinil  ye  spirit  not 
moving  him,  he  cnpltnluted  as  soon  nr-  sum- 
moned and  ngr'vii  »o  pay  u  certain  snm, 
2."iO  Ii  of  well  WHS  to  lie  paid  by  bill  of 
exchange  in  Bosti>n  to  M  Montigny  hnt  when 
h"  oapltn.uted  he  was  on  an  Island  and  had 
120  men  witb  tt  guns  and  several  I  stores  aiul 
arms  of  ye  Queens  whieh  ho  had  luid  from 
I.t  Moody  ;  had  notice  of  ye  enemy  and  well 
on  ye  watch  us  'tis  said. 

'I'hey  carried  all  ye  plunder  of  Coneci)- 
tion  and  Trinity  IJay  over  ye  ishnuis  of  Hay 
Jiulls  in  Triinty  "ay  where  ye  land  carriage 
is  butt  2  little  miles  on  phiine  grouiul  and 
where  they  launch  over  tioais  of  three  or  four 
tun  and  it  is  that  way  they  infest  o\ir  northern 
parts. 

About  ye  bi-ginning  of  July  there  came 
to  I'lacentia  about  lot)  Indians  of  another 
nation  and  brought  their  wives  and  children 
and  went  immediately  to  disturb  our  fishery 
and  ye  (iovernor  did  declare  that  our  fishery 
shouhl  always  be  disturbed  and  that  he 
expected  a  greater  force  and  then  wouhl  again 
attempt  jst  Johns. 

Joii.x  Hooi'K. 
(Records.) 


(/l.)    AXOTIIKU    FuKNCa    Aci'OLNT. 

[Hisliop  Howley,  who  translated  this 
MS.  and  ]>ublished  it  in  the  Kceninij 
Tclfj/ruiH  of  December  l.'i,  189."},  says; — 
"  This  account  is  taken  from  the  CvUvclion 
dc  JJocnnieiits  Uvlnlifs  a  rHistoiic  de  la 
Xouvi'llv  Frunre,  ))ublished  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Ijcgislature  of  Quebec  in  IHH:!. 
The  original  of  the  present  MS.  is  in  French. 
The  name  of  the  author  is  unknown,  but  it  is 
supposed  to  be  either  Chau.isci/ros  da  Lay  or 
livdroii  di'  Citt((li<!/iie."] 

Mocsieur  de  Subercasse  was  named 
Governor  of  I'lacentia  in  1702.  In  17iM, 
M.  Subercasse  sent  to  (.Juebec  to  M.  the 
Marquess  of  \audreuil,  (iovernor-ticneral  and 
t"oniinan(ler-in-(.'hief  of  Canada,  the  Kings 
ship  Ac  Vv.spf,  eommanded  by  Alonsieur 
Diile|iiiiey,  to  demand  a  detachment  of  troops 
to  go  and  destroy  the  colonies  (or  settle- 
ments) of  the  Knglish  on  the  coasts  of  \ew- 
foiindhiDii.  *  *  *  \Vc  left  tiuebec  on  the 
2l(1  of  November  (/c  Iciidi'imtin  dr  la  Toii.s- 
naiiit)  to  the  iniinber  of  10  French,  and  -JO 
Abeiiaqnis  (Indians),  anil  arrived  at  I'laeintia 
the  l.")th.  Preparations  were  at  once  made  ; 
rackets  iind  slides  got  r.'ady  to  go  direct  to 
St.  Joho's.  Hut  as  the  winter  was  very  mild, 
iiul  'i  did  not  freeze  up  to  the  13th  of 
'■j.ii  >r'',  we  began  to  despair  of  car'-ying  out 
,f  .■  pr'ijcct,  although  everything  was  ready. 

r>:i  the    1 4th   it  froze   hard,  aiul  on  the 

.  •. h  >.e  bL'gan  the  march.     Each  one  carried 

\'  tit  and  grub  (ri.Dres)  on  his  back,  as 

i.   ivas  no  snow  down   to  eimble  us  to  use 

Uiu  aiidei*,  which  weie  left  behind,  and  the 


greater  part  also  threw  away  their  rackets ; 
but  when  we  were  at  a  short  distance  from 
HcbouUe,  an  Knglish  settlement,  snow  fell  lo 
a  ilepth  of  two  feet.  So  we  were  delayed  for 
two  ilays.  Among  400  men  we  had  only 
GO  pairs  of  rackets.  It  was  pitiable  to  see 
tho.se  who  had  none  sinking  to  the  thighs  in 
the  snow. 

At  length  we  arrived  at  Heboulle, 
where  we  surprised  the  inhabitants,  and  we 
refreshed  ourselves  for  two  days  and  left  a 
garrison  there.  We  then  scaled  the  mountain, 
which  is  very  steep,  high,  and  woo<led ; 
then  follow  a  sort  of  marshes  or  barrens 
(plainc.s)  for  four  leagues,  with  little  drokes 
of  woods  here  and  there.  'I"he  snow  was  very 
deep,  and  the  men  without  rackets  were  very 
much  fatigued.  M.  de  Costabelle  was  of  this 
number,  and.  not  being  able  to  reach  the 
camp,  he  remained  in  a  small  wooil,  where 
he  had  spread  a  sail  to  serve  as  a  tent,  and, 
being  seated  beneath  it,  one  of  his  men,  in 
cutting  a  tree  to  make  a  tire,  let  it  fall  upon 
the  tent,  so  that  ^[.  de  Costabelle  was  caught 
like  a  marten-cat  in  a  trap  !  It  was  necessary 
to  cut  the  tree  in  order  to  get  him  out,  during 
which  time  he  was  very  much  inconvenienced. 
We  ditl  not  kiu>w  anything  of  this  aceidi'iit 
until  the  following  day.  M.  Subercasse  si'Ut 
me  with  four  strong  Caiuiilians  to  his  assist- 
ance. I  fouiul  him  lying  down,  and  unable 
to  walk.  I  nuide  a  litter  and  had  him  carried 
by  two  men,  and  in  many  places  we  had  to 
cut  a  read  through  the  bushes  to  get  him 
along.  That  evening  we  made  a  tilt  for  liiin 
(r(»/wHc)  ;  the  troops  took  I'elty  Harbour 
without  any  resistance.  The  following  day 
we  left  him  in  charge  of  8  .Vbenaiptis,  to  w  horn 
we  promised  eight  dollars  ( /i»(V7  vsciis).  So 
we  left  him  there  with  a  good  escort. 

The  following  day.  Hist  March,  we 
gained  the  depth  of  the  wood  to  round  tlie 
liottom  of  the  bay  of  the  harbour  of  St.  John's, 
where  we  arri\ed  before  sunset.  Altho'  it  was 
intensely  cold  we  were  not  allowed  to  make 
!i  fire.  Fach  one  sought  a  bed  beneath  the 
firs,  which  are  very  thick,  and  we  placed  our 
moccasins  under  us,  to  thaw  them,  so  that 
we  would  be  able  to  put  them  on  next  day. 
Hefore  nightfall  we  ascended  with  .\I.  Suber- 
casse a  height  from  which  one  could  see  all 
the  harbour  without  being  a'>le  to  distinguish 
the  fort.  Having  returned,  M  de  Subcicasse 
told  nu'  that  M.  De  Costabelle  and  the  other 
Missienrs  (i/h.  H/fi'ccr.v)  were  i;ot  tor  attack- 
ing the  fort  until  after  all  the  merchants  and 
inhabitants  slioidd  have  been  taken.  I  said 
that  that  was  a  sine  way  not  to  succeed. 
They  relied  upon  the  fact  tieit  they  had 
desputched,  from  I'lacentia,  a  brigantine.  with 
orders  to  join  us  at  St.  .lohn's.  She  was 
armed  with  a  mortar  ami  a  number  of  bombs. 
However,  he  gave  orders  to  M.  De  Heaueourt 
to  go  straight  to  the  fort,  to  surprise  and 
enter  it,  saying  to  him  that  apiietite  comes 
with  eating.  M.  de  Montigny  commanded 
another  detaohment  of  Cuuttdiaus  and  Indians, 
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nntl  M.  L'Horniitte  innrclu'<l  at  the  ht'ad  of 
the  Pliiceniiii  men,  who,  for  want  of  rackets, 
could  not  follow  the  lackcters,  who  waited 
for  thcni  till  hroad  dayli^'lit. 

He  (Ij'llerniitte)  liad  taken  the  heaten 
path  by  which  the  Kn<rlish  hiin}r  tlii'ir  wood, 
>o  that  it  wa.s  necessary  to  run  at  lull  speed 
to  invest  all  the  houses,  and  the  inhahitants 
were  taken  in  their  night  shirts  {tans  niiil.i 
fii  clicmisc,  the  MS.  is  not  verv  clear  here. — 
M.  F.  M.) 

At  the  fort  :  — M.  de  lieaucourt  contented 
himself  with  walkinj;  along  the  jrlacis  of  the 
fort,  without  a  soul  stirrinfT  ;  and  the  Indians 
took  three  or  four  families  outside,  or  beyond 
the  fort.  For  all  that  the  ^'arrison  did  not 
wake  np,  and  it  was  about  8  o'clock  when  1 
nrriveil  at  the  foot  of  the  fjlacis,  where  I  fountl 
M.  L'llermitte,  who  was  awaiting  orders.  1 
l)roposed  to  him  to  go  direct  to  the  fort. 
'Ihe  ditches  were  filled  with  snow;  he  said 
he  had  not  orders  to  do  that.  At  last  an 
Englishman  ajipeared  <ui  the  parapet,  who 
admired  \is  running  on  rackets  upon  the  snow, 
and  wheu  we  aimed  at  him  he  ran  to  give 
•word  to  the  guard,  who,  with  shovels,  clertre<l 
the  cannons  of  snow  and  commenced  to 
cannonade  us,  and  forced  us  to  retire,  and 
killed  two  of  our  men. 

All  the  inhabitants  anil  merchants-,  to 
the  number  of  :tl7,  were  placed  in  the  ti'iiiple 
(sic),  and  four  merchants  who  were  left  on 
j)arole  among  our  ])eople.  As  there  were 
about  (10  women,  who  woidd  have  caused 
disorder,  I  advised  M.  Subercasse  to  send 
them  to  the  fort,  which  was  done.  The  fort 
was  enclosed  with  stakes  to  a  certain  iieight 
in  form  of  a  terrace,  which  gave  it  the  depth 
of  a  ditcli,  which  palissade  was  also  terraced 
behind,  and  almost  bristling  with  cannon. 
Over  the  fosse  (or  ditch)  there  is  a  draw- 
bridge, and  the  glacis  on  the  water  side  and 
towards  the  houses  is  sloping  at  a  moderate 
incline  (<•«  pciife  cut  re  la  ilaiirc  rt  la  rapiil). 
ri.s-ti-ris  on  the  other  side  of  the  harliour 
was  the  castle,  enclosed  by  good  and  strong 
walls,  jiartly  wet  at  high  tide,  to  attack 
vessels  either  entering  or  going  out  (71/. 
Chain  liock  Hattery  —  M.  F.  II.)  There 
were  two  other  batteries,  one  above  the  other, 
the  first  well  >aulte<l  i\nd  ranging  at  water 
level  i^batlaiit  a  Jli'iir  df  /'<■(»«),  with  cannon 
of 'SG  (f/M.  lbs.).  The  one  above  of  lli;  the 
batteries  made  in  form  of  horse-shoe  {qii. 
Walc''grave  and  (.Queen's  batteries). 

As  the  stores  and  houses  of  the 
inhabitants  were  situated  all  along  the  harbour 
for  about  half  a  league,  the  French  troops 
took  un  their  lodgings  as  they  chose,  but  out 
of  range  of  the  cannon,  and  they  established 
a  service  of  guards  iit  the  foot  of  the  glacis. 

iSome  days  passed  without  any  action 
being  taken,  although  the  garrisoii  made 
several  discharges  of  cannon  every  morning 
upon  tlie  houses  from  which  they  saw  smoke 
issuing.  Ouii  ball  carried  away  the  pillow 
from  uader  the  heads  of  MM.  Mousengs  and 


T)avigrand,    who     were     sleeping     together, 
without  w<uinding  them. 

At  about  a  league  from  the  fort  there 
is  a  small  harboiu-,  I'alled  (^uidimily,  where 
there  were  72  Knglisli  fishing,  M.  De 
Montigny,  with  some  Canadians  and  Indians, 
went  to  fake  them,  and  there  was  there  a 
Ueformer  of  the  Tremblers,  a  (Quaker  {iiii 
Jiflii/iomidire  dv  hi  Trviiililade  nii  Qiialiif), 
who  was  their  comnumdcr.  They  asked  to 
be  allowed  their  |)aiole.  It  was  gi-.iufed  on 
conditicui  that  if  anyone  deserted  to  go  to 
the  fort,  all  the  rest  would  ho  put  to  the 
sword,  to  which  they  consented,  ^ome  of 
our  Indians  went  there  occasionally  to  count 
them.  As  soon  as  the  Indian  came  they  all 
]mt  (hemselves  in  a  row.  It  hapiieiied  that 
one  day  one  of  them  wished  to  desi'rt ;  the 
others  followed  and  arrested  him,  and  gave 
notice  of  it  to  the  French,  and  without  further 
tiial  or  procedure  he  had  his  head  broken  on 
the  spot  where  he  was  taken. 

.\ficr  three  or  f'om-  <lays  of  refreshment 
M.  Suheicasse  si'Ut  M.  de  lieaucourt  and  an 
interpreter  to  smnnion  the  governor,  whose 
name  was  ,lohn  .Maudy,  to  surrender  the  fort. 
He  replied  that  first  lie  would  like  to  consult 
with  Mr.  Cambell,  the  Commissary,  and  two 
of  the  principal  merchants,  who  were  prisoners. 
He  asked  M.  Subercasse  to  -end  them  to  him 
under  parole ;  an  irreparable  mistake,  for, 
instead  of  intimidating  him  they  luily  re- 
assured him,  and  in  reply  he  requested 
M.  Subercasse  to  send  and  find  out  the 
sentiments  of  the  ciuumander  of  the  castle, 
which  he  did  ;  but  at  the  approach  of  the  flag, 
the  commander  fired  U]>oii  them  and  would 
not  enter  into  any  discussion. 

As  this  castle  is  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountain  which  commands  it,  almost  i>er- 
))endicularly  (_incmr  vii  />/oh;/(((/(/), we  hoisted 
up  with  capstans  fiuir  jjieces  of  cannon,  of 
those  which  we  had  taken  from  the  detached 
platforms.  We  fired  a  few  shots  with  but 
little  effect.  However,  we  formed  a  guard  to 
harass  them  night  and  day.  They  kept 
themselves  always  on  guard  for  the  :(:{  days 
that  wu  besieged  them.  The  steep  brow  of 
the  hill  prevented  the  cannon  from  the  fort 
from  doing  much  harm,  as  they  could  not 
reach  the  houses.  So  they  erected  a  scaffold- 
ing in  the  fort  and  placed  cannon  on  it,  by 
wliich  means  they  could  C(unmand  the  houses. 
One  shot  struck  a  chimney,  ami  sonn-  of  the 
bricks  or  stones  flying  from  if  Itioke  the  leg 
of  a  Spaniard  whom  they  (the  French  )  had  a.s 
ii  prisoner ;  also  of  M.  I)eli;an,  nephew  of 
M.  de  Subercasse.  The  former  died  the  next 
day,  the  latter  the  third  day  after. 

Seeing  that  the  brigantine  did  not  come, 
and  as  the  season  was  advancing,  they  deler- 
miiied  to  decamp.  They  took  three  loads 
(charrors)  of  goods  from  the  stores  and 
houses,  estimated  at  the  value  of  about  4(»,0(M) 
pounds  (/I'trr,?,  (/M./rdHc.v).  M.  de  Montiguy 
escorted  them  by  night-time  past  the  cantle. 
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The  tiijilit  liffori-  llio  (li-piirture  it  frozo 
IiiirH,  mill  the  whole  hiu'lioiir  »;ig  canffht 
strdiifr  fnoii^ih  to  Itciir  ii  Ik  rsc,  wliioli  fcroi'd 
tliciti  to  liiirii  the  Ixitits  iiiiil  tilniiist  till  the 
nicrchimdisi',  not  being  iihic  to  hriii;;  them  by 
IhikI.  Ill  tlu-  iiiciiiitlinc  the  inliiibitanlH  of 
(Jtiimiditv,  who  had  twelve  shaloiipes  readv, 
otf'efed  to  eaiiy  our  loads  to  Iteboidle.  Their 
otfer  was  accepted  ;  but  we  only  gave  them 
provisions  to  eairy.  And  we  left  on  the  "ith 
of  March,  after  having  set  fire  to  all  the 
\essels,  iind  bndxen  up  ii  ship,  and  a  grtat 
iiuinher  of  boHts. 

Note  that  y[,  Montigny  had  been  to 
CoiU'eption  I'.ay,  where  he  found  all  the  in- 
habitants retired  to  the  Isle  of  (^arl)oiinierp, 
whii'h  is  inaccessible.  When  we  got  to  I'etit 
Harbour,  where  \\r  liad  left  M.  de  Costabello, 
as  we  had  made  almost  all  our  (irisoners 
follow,  we  resolved  to  send  on  some  of  them  ; 
80  we  fitted  out  three  shaloiipes.  M.  de 
Costabelle  embarked  on  one  of  them; 
M.  Durant,  commissary,  on  another,  and  we 
coasted  along,  destroying  all  the  Knglish 
settlements. 

When  wo  arrived  iit  Korillon  the  enemy 
wi're  entrenched  with  cannon.  M.  Suber- 
casse  sent  to  siiinmon  them  to  surrender, 
which  they  refused  to  do;  so  he  determined 
to  give  baitle.  .\s  soon  as  the  enemy  saw 
this  movement,  they  iibaudt'iit-d  their  posts, 
opened  the  door  to  us,  and  surrendered  at 
discretion. 

As  we  bad  no  further  enemies  to  fear, 
Af.  de  .Montigny  demanded  u  detachment  of 
Cana'iians  ami  Indians  to  go  and  try  to  take 
the  island  of  ( ';irbonniere.  They  made  soiue 
prisoners  there,  and  some  plander,  and  re- 
turned to  I'lacenlia.  where  we  had  arrived 
about  a  month  previously.  Jf.  de  Montigny 
was  scarcely  arrived,  when  he  asked  for  a 
party  to  go  along  the  Knglish  coasts,  which 
was  granted.  He  left,  and  took  the  route  of 
the  Hay  of  Carnul,  made  the  jtortpge  of 
Trinity  l?ay,  where  he  captured  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  took  their  effects  in  his  little  boat, 
which  he  sent  back  to  I'lacentia,  and  he  liim- 
f.elf  coMtinui'd  his  (bourse  to  Jioiiiici-i.iU\ 
where  he  tiiiiiid  the  inhabitants  entrenclie<l 
on  the  island,  lie  attacked  them  and,  with- 
out uinch  resistance,  they  surrenderul  to 
about  ,50  men.  The  commander  of  the  Kng- 
lish, who  was  a  merchant,  asked  to  ransom 
himself  for  I .((»()  ))ounds  sterlii;g,  which  he 
paid  by  a  ilraiigbt  on  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Hoston. 
I)e  Montigny.  on  receipt  of  the  money,  re- 
tired to  rUiccntia,  proinising  the  pco]ile  that 
they  should  not  be  f'uriher  molested  by  the 
French  and  that  they  might  pursue  their 
fishery  in  peace. 

,\fter  that  an-itlier  Canadian  went  to 
Uonavistii  and  seiztd  more  prisoners,  who 
also  had  to  otier  round  sums  to  .secure  their 
lausom. 

In  the  month  of  June,  M.  Levire, 
commander  of  a  vessel,  captured  a  prize 
which  was  going  from  Uostou  to  St.  John's, 


nnd  brought  her  to  Placentia.  The  two 
citizens  in  charge  of  her,  (JelTry  and  (iuinn, 
a»ked  to  be  allowed  Creo  on  parole,  which 
was  granted ;  but  a  few  days  uftirwanls 
Cjuinn  manuged  to  get  a  slialoiipe  and  escape 
to  !^t.  .lohn't<.  Getfry  was  afterwards  ex- 
changed for  a  Basipie  named  Melle  Uonp, 
whom  the  St.  .Iidm's  people  had  taken. 


(i.)    (iK.NKKAI,    NoTK. 

These  narratives  do  not  by  anj*  niean.s 
exhaust  the  mutter  preserved  about  this 
troubled  year,  but  have  been  chosen  as 
illustrating  the  jieriod  best.  Kieut.  .Moody 
ke|)t  a  diury  recording  the  events  of  each  day  ; 
it  is  very  interesting  but  too  long  to  print, 
anil  not  eacy  to  condense.  The  evidence  of 
Campbell  and  Sampson  must  be  received  with 
discrimination.  Sampson,  who  was  Camp- 
bell's servant,  made  a  further  atfidiivit  that  lie 
had  been  made  drunk  by  .Major  l.loyd  and 
compelled  to  sign  his  first  and  afterwards 
signed  a  thiril,  reciting  tiiat  the  second  had 
been  obtiiiucil  by  (!ampbell  placing  a  pistol 
at  his  head. 


II.  Lord  Dartmouth's  Report,  1708. 

(Abstract.) 

[Written  by  M.vrriiKw  I'uioii, 

.lauuary  l(i,  170(>.] 

The  Knglish  have  at  all  times  used  this 
Fishery  on  the  Kastern  coast  and  iu  Harbours 
and  Fishing  places  on  that  side,  wherein  they 
are  protected  against  the  French  in  the 
Summer  Season  by  yearly  convoys  and  men 
id"  war  sent  thiiher.  A  Fort  was  erected 
.some  years  past  in  Bay  St.  .loliu's  for  the 
defence  of  the  iidiabitants  and  retreat  of 
olhcr.s  that  may  come  for  protection  from 
other  harbours  during  the  winter. 

The  French  who  usually  fish  froni 
I'laceiitia  on  the  south  to  westward,  and 
Northward  of  the  Islaiul ;  have  tlieir  fortifica- 
tions in  I'lacentia  li:iy  for  defence  of  their 
Trade  and  I'rotection  of  their  fishery 

Since  the  bt ginning  of  the  last  war,  thq 
Convoys  and  men  of  war  sent  to  Newfound- 
land have  at  times  very  nmch  molested  the 
Fiench  in  their  trade  and  fishery,  taken 
considerable  nuuiber  of  ships  and  destroyed 
tlieir  fishing  .Materials  on  the  South  Coast, 
so  the  French  have  taken  all  advantage  to 
annoy  her  Majesty's  subjects  by  their 
shipping  ;  but  chiefly  by  land,  with  assistance 
of  Canadians  as  well  French  as  Indians. 

Mons.  Siihercase,  Governor  of  Placentia. 
came  in  January  last  with  about  4:{0  men, 
surprised  the  fishing  places  to  the  Southward 
of  St.  .lohn's  and  possessed  himself  of  that 
Harbour,  Fcrts  excepted,  where  garrisons 
maintained  themselves  against  the  enemy  «')t. 
thirty  days  when  thev  retired. 

They  marched  from  St.  .fohn's  to  Feriy- 
land  and  then  Nortlmard  to  Itonavista  and 
committed  barbarities  and  destroyed  bouts 
and  tiakcs  in  the  harbours. 
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M<in>i.  (le  Su1htc;iss('  took  nwiiy  wiili 
liiin  II  liiiinlii'il  anil  filly  of  our  siMi'st  iiu'ii, 
foi'ciii):  flii'iu  to  Work  in  tin-  l''n'n('li  Fislicr.v  ; 
nt  tlic  cinl  of  tlic  si'iisoii  K'lit  scvi-rul  of  the 
joiiui;  III, Ml  to  ( 'iiiiiiilii  1111(1  to  Kiaiu'i',  tlu'  lost 
lire  still  lit  k'liicciitiii,  tlu'V  nil'  siild  to  Imvo 
I'literiil  I'ri'iicli  siMvicf  pai'tiiMiliirly  the  Irish. 

I'liii'iiitia  is  the  oiilv  pliicc  fortifu'd  liv 
llic  l''n'nrli  in  Ni-wfoiiiidhiiiil,  Two  Korts 
thi'i'f.  Ii:  lower  Kort  thirty-six  (inns  mill  ill 
tilt'  ("aslle  on  tliu  Hill  clcvi'ii  fiiiiis  and  two 
!Mortiirs.  'riin-i'  company's  of  Holdicrs,  in 
vliolc  one  hniidii'd  and  twenty  incn.  In- 
liahitaiits — two  Imnilrt'd  tijrhtiiif;  iiieii  ami  can 
draw  fnrtlii'i-  supply's  from  Si'itli'iiu-iits  in 
Canadii,  hi'sidcs  Iniliiins. 

Our  chief  Kishfiy  is  on  tlu;  Kast  of 
Newfoundland  from  Cape  Uace  to  Cape 
Hoiiavista  and  French  employ  craft  iiroiind 
rest  of  Island.  Fish  eoiniiif^  troin  the  South- 
ward reach  the  Freiicdi  in  the  bcfiiiiniiif^  of 
Ajiril,  wluMvas  they  do  not  conic  to  our  most 
honlhcrn  llarlioiirs  before  the  end  of  the 
inoiilh  and  not  to  St.  John's  till  the  middle 
of  May  ;  llie  I'^rench  liaviiif;  beaoli  on  the 
(•o!i8t  side,  to  dry  and  cure  fish  can  he  reaily 
to  F'isli  ill  four  or  five  days  after  their  arrival 
niul  on  the  K.  and  N.  side  of  the  Island, 
liaviii(r  not  met  with  molestation  from  us  in 
tlicsc  desolate  harhonrs,  find  their  sliifrcs  and 
flakes  in  ccnditioii  they  left  th';ni,  whereas 
we  have  suffered  niuidi  in  destruction  of 
houses  tlaki's  and  stages  by  incursions  of 
I'lrnoh  of  I'laecntia  assisted  by  their  neigh- 
bours of  (  aniida 

We  li.ive  ii])0ii  the  ])Otition  of  Merchants 
ie])ortcd  our  opinion  that  two  or  more  men 
oC  war  might  be  appointcil  early  in  the  year 
tJ  convoy  the  Fishing  Ships  and  two  others 
to  convoy  sack  shiii.s,  which  have  been 
accordingly  ordered. 

Salt  for  fishery  chiefly  siipjilied  from 
Portugal ;  ordered  convoy's  for  salt  ships 
from  liisbon  to  Xewfonndland. 

Has  been  our  care,  to  prevent  Irregii- 
lariiies  committed  by  inhabitantti  and  Fisher- 
men, to  give  Instruction  to  C!ommodore,  with 
icgard  to  the  late  Act  of  rarliament. 

We  further  offer;  That  the  English  that 
c:>ntiniie  yearly  in  Xewfoiindland  lire  dis- 
jierscd  into  nbout  thirty  greater  harbours 
li'sides  coves  and  other  l'"isliing  places  above 
Eighty  leagues  distant  from  N.  to  S.  according 
to  following  schcnie  : — [Omitted.] 

Tliiit  the  I'jiplish  live  there  the  whidc 
year  without  civill  or  Military  (iovcrnmeiit 
evce])t  St.  .lolin's  where  are  fortifications 
with  a  Captain  w  ho  commands  only  his  own 
officers  and  soldiers;  ]\y  reason  of  the  dis- 
tances of  the  habitations  from  each  other 
i.iid  the  inhabitants  being  under  no  discipline 
they  will  be  exposed  to  incursions  of  the 
enemy, who  are  under  strict  rules  of  Goverii- 
iiieiit. 

For  better  security  of  the  harbours  of 
St.  John's  a  boom  and  chain  has  been  placed 
at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  ou  representa- 


tion to  Her  .Majesty.  Ami  for  benefit  of 
Mcrehtints  and  I'lanlerH,  we  represented  to 
Her  .Majesty  lliiit  the  officers  of  the  (iarrisoij 
of  St.  .lolin's  be  strictly  prohibited  frmii 
trading  for  thereby  they  have  opportunity  of 
eiigidsing  trade  and  forestalling  the  Market. 

.\ml  that  the  I'rize  officer  settled  there 
bo  for  the  sanK?  reasons  fi>rbicliltii  to  Irmie 
c\ce|)t  lor  disposal  of  ships  and  goods  brought 
as  prizes  into  .Vewfonndland.  Orders  in  this 
behalf  have  in  like  manner  been  given. 

Our  F'ishery  has  not  of  late  years  been 
so  considerable  as  formeily,  imputed  oliietly 
to  the  interrnptioiiH  oeciisioned  by  wmv  as  well 
in  winter  as  F'ishing  Seasons  and  in  the  passage 
of  our  ships  to  and  from  Europe  as  also  by 
want  of  a  vent  for  our  F'isli  in  the  dominions 
of  Spain  and  otliiT  parts  ol'  the  Mediterranenn. 

This  trade  was  first  Niipporled  by  an  Act 
of  I'arliament  in  the  second  year  of  King 
lulward  the  Sixth  ;  a  commission  was  sent  in 
Ifil.'i  for  onquiring  into  afnises  ;  several  regula- 
tions having  been  thereupon  agreed  in  the 
Star  (.Jhainher  the  same  were  framed  into  ix 
charter  in  1C.3.'1  known  as  the  HcKtern  i.diarttr — 
this  continued  in  force  till  IliU'.l  when  an  Act 
of  Parliament  was  past  to  Encoiiragi!  Trade 
to  .Vewfonndland  by  which  the  same  is  at 
present  regulated  — and  we,  having  carefully 
ebserved  the  nianiigemcnt  of  the  F'ishery  in 
jnirsiiance  of  the  said  .\ct,  do  find  by  Infor- 
mation, of  divers  matters  prejudical  to  this 
I'rade. 

That  in  genenil  the  inliabitants  have  not 
due  regard  to  the  Kegiilatioiis  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament  it  being  found  that  X.  of  St 
John's  as  far  as  (.'arbonier  and  S.  as  far  as 
Ferryland,  the  trees  have  been  rinded  and 
woods  destroyed  as  inueh  as  before  the  .Vet. 

Fishing  Admirals  and  mastersof  ships  do 
not  exactly  observe  the  Hules  of  the  .Vet. 
There  are  few  Admirals  capable  of  keeping 
Journals  and  Accounts  as  the  Act  directs. 
]''ishing  Admirals  before  the  L'Oth  of  August 
will  hear  complaints,  but  none  received  after  ; 
they  being  generally  the  greatest  offenders 
themselves. 

Vessels  from  Xew  Fjigland  supply  X'ew- 
foundland  with  provisions  viz  Ihvad,  Heef, 
Pork,  F'lour,  I'ease,  Putter,  Hoards,  and  great 
Qnaiititys  of  Tobacco.  Fluropean  commodities 
carried  to  Newfoundland  by  masters  of  sliijis 
as  follows:  from  I'" ranee  in  time  of  ])eace, 
Pnind)-,  Wine,  Salt  liniicn  ciinvas  ]iaper. 
Hats  and  Silks;  from  Spain,  Wine,  Hrandy, 
Jroii;  from  Portugal  Wine,  Hrandy,  Salt, 
Oyle  and  Einneii  ;  all  which  goods  sold  or 
triickt  with  traders  from  Xew  England  for 
Tidiacco  Sugar  itc.  which  they  carry  to 
Foreign  Parts  so  at  the  end  of  the  year 
masters  are  wlioly  taken  up  iu  Management 
of  that  illegal  trade. 

Xew  England  Traders  seldom  depart  till 
men  of  war  are  sailed  and  then  carry  away 
handy-crafts-Meii,  Seamen  and  fishermen 
whom  they  entice  iu  expectation  of  great 
wages. 
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AlustrrM  of  HhipN  ncpli^i'iit  in  )iriiif;iii^ 
their  mi'ii  lioiiii',  wliiTcliv  tlu-y  siivc  llii'clmi'frc 
<)t°  tiii>ii'  piissiigf,  iiivn  MO  irit  lire  intieeil  iiikI 
eiirriefl  iiway  to  New  Kii^rliiiKl, 

'I'lie  Iteason  wliy  llie  New  I'lnfflniid  nii'n 
(iRh  upuii  ttie  eoiist  of  Newt'oundlaiKl  Ix'Niiles 
ciirrvinj,'  on  ille(ial  traile  i»  tluit  they  limy  get 
those  men  ;  tln'v  liiiviiif;  otherwise  a  most 
lidviiiitiigeous  tisliery  on  tiieir  own  const. 

The  preventing  of  wliich  Irre^nilarities 
we  humbly  olTer  to  tiiis  ilonhji-  House  our 
opini(ui,  tiiat  a  power  be  jfiven  by  a  clause  in 
an  Art  tliat  shall  be  passeil  to  eomniandeis  of 
Her  Majesty's  Ships  of  war,  and  to  ad  ■  irals 
of  eaeli  Harbour  in  Newt'oniulland,  lo  lay 
fiiu's  and  penalties  upon  offenders  aj;uiiist  tlie 
said  Act,  sucli  fiiii"  not  exceediiiff  the  sum  of 
£.">.  ntfi  and  power  likewise  given  tliein  of 
confininf.'  such  oti'enders  in  ease  of  non-pay- 
ment, Kuch  oonlineinent  not  exceeding  the 
space  (d'  ten  dayc. 

That  the  conuimndera  of  Her  Mi'jestys 
Sliips  may  have  the  power  of  a  custom  house 
officer  to  search  New  Kngland  Ships  upon 
tlu'ir  coming,  and  to  take  a. 'count  of  the 
uuiuher  of  their  crew  and  I'asseugerg  and  to 
take  hiMid  from  e;ich  of  the  masters  that  they 
shall  not  carry  away  a  greater  nuiiiberof  men 
tlian  tliey  brought,  which  we  hope  would  in 
a  great  measure  jirevcnt  irregularities  com- 
mitted by  New  Kngland  Tinders. 

A.S  early  as  the  year  KJl.'i  the  fish  killeil 
by  Knglisii  aiuiiiouiited  to  ;to(),()()(»  (Quintals, 
and  we  have  been  well  informed,  that  in 
several  years  after  ye  year  lli.'iO,  we  have 
taken  (season  favourable)  ah(  ve  lOO.OdO 
(juintal.s,  but  that  about  ye  year  lO.M,  (until 
which  year  and  some  time  afterwards,  we 
fiiinished  Kiance  itself  with  fish)  tlie  French 
eiitereil  iiprm  that  Traile,  and  liave  r  ..-session 
of  a  large  jiart  of  the  Island,  and  have  by 
degrees  advanced  their  Fishing  so  n.s  to  he 
snperioiir  to  ours,  by  which  means  our  trade 
has  decreased,  they  having  since  furnished 
the  Dominion  of  France  and  even  other  nations 
befoie  solely  sup))lied  by  us. 

I'poii  all  which  foregoing  considerations, 
we  cannot  but  conclude  that  whilst  I'laccntia 
does  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  French,  our 
Fishery  will  lie  under  continual  discourage- 
ment all  whidi  is  most  humbly  suhinitted. 

III.  Capture  of  St.  John's  in  1708. 

(((.)  tliiAULEVoix's  Account. 

I  have  already  observed  that  the  centre 
and  stores  of  all  the  Knglish  seltleiiients  on 
that  island  were  on  St.  John's  Hay.  I)e 
Jst.    Ovide  proposed  to  AI.   de    Costebelle  to 

rtdnce  St.  .John's  at  his  own   expense 

He  arrived  on  the  last  day  of  the  year  [with 
one  hundred  and  sixty-fiuir  men  iucliidiiig 
Indians]  about  five  leagues  frmn  St.  .lolin's 
without  being  observed.  Two  hours  before 
<1ay,  they  pushed  on  in  n  clear  moonlight  to 
the  head  of  St  .John's  harbour,  whence  he 
rti'ouDuitrt'd  the  whole  place  leisurely.    He 


then  marched  on,  led  by  hud  guides,  whotn  ho 
should  have  distrusted. 

As  soon  as  be  dett'cted  their  treachery, 
he  moved  from  the  centre  where  he  was,  to  the 
van,  V.  here  the  voliinleerN  were  and  put  him- 
self at  their  head.  He  was  disc;)vcicd  three 
hundred  puces  from  the  fort  he  designed 
attacking,  so  that  some  musketry  fire  opened 
<ui  him  as  he  approached  the  first  pallisaile. 
Some  of  his  volunteers  abamloned  him,  hut 
this  did   not  ])revent   his   pushing  on  the 

covered  way,  the  entrance  to  which  they  iiiid 
fortunately  neglected  to  close.  He  entered 
shouting  I'iir  Iv  li(iii,ix  cry  that  raised  the 
couragi'  of  his  men  iiiid  m,ide  the  lui^ilish  lose 
all  heart.  Leaving  fifteen  or  sixteen  men  to 
guard  the  covered  way,  he  cros.sed  the  ditch 
under  the  fire  of  two  other  forts,  which 
wounded  ten  of  his  iiicn,  planted  two  ladders 
against  the  rampart,  which  was  twenty  foot 
high,  and  sealed  in  with  six  men,  three  of 
whom  wiTe  daiigeronsly  wiainded. 

At  that  moment  Despenseus  arrived  with 
liis  detaclimcnt  and  planted  his  ladders.  He 
Wiift  the  first  to  ascend,  entering  the  fort  with 
two  or  three  others.  lieiion,  .lohannis,  dii 
I'lessis,  la  C'hesnayc,  d'Argenteiiil  andd'Aille- 
bout  his  brother  follov.  ti.  close  on  this  brave 
man  ;  some  sei/.ed  the  barracks,  others  the 
(iovernor's  ijiiarters,  some  others  ran  to  tlie 
drawbridge  connecting  this  fort  called  Fort 
William  with  that  of  the  colonists  and  the 
(iovcrnor,  who  was  hastening  to  throw  in 
three  hundred  settlers,  was  struck  down  with 
three  wounds.  Despmseus  immediately 
lowered  the  drawbridge  and  opened  the  gate. 
Then  all  the  rest  of  the  army  entered  and 
the  Knglish  cried  ipiarter. 

Thus  in  less  than  half  an  hour  the  French 
took  two  forts,  either  of  which  might  have 
resisted  a  whole  army  ;  one  had  eighteen  guns 
mounted,  four  mortars  for  bombshells,  twenty 
for  grenades  and  a  garrison  of  over  a  hundred 
men,  commanded  by  u  very  brave  officer. 
The  other  had  six  hundred  colonists  well 
entrenched,  ready  to  come  to  the  succour  of 
the  first  fort,  but  a  subterranean  door  by 
whiidi  they  expected  to  pass  when  occasion 
required,  was  found  so  well  closed  that  it 
could  not  he  forced  open  in  time.  A  small 
fort  still  remained  at  the  entrance  of  the  port. 
]>e  St.  Ovide  .sent  to  summon  it,  and  the 
commander  asked  twenty-four  hours  to  reply, 
and  although  he  had  eighty  men  in  a  strong- 
work,  provisions  for  several  months,  ipiite  a 
good  supply  of  artillery,  large  cannon  and  a 
bomb  mortar,  as  well  as  a  botub-proof  vault, 
he  surrendered. 

Ovide  dispatched  a  messenger  to  inform 
(Jostabelle  of  his  success.  Learning  tliat 
some  Knglish  had  escaped  to  Belle  Isln 
and  had  embarked  from  there  to  Kngland,  he 
sent  word  at  once  by  a  small  ship  to  ]' ranee, 
that  the  Court  there  might  learn  what  had 
been  achieved  as  early  as  that  of  London. 
This  step  offended  M.  de  Costabelle,  who 
considering  it  useless  to  expect  troops  from 
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Frmicc  mid  not  haviii);  men  cnnii^li  to  defend 
biifh  |ilii(^eN,  ordured  l)t'  St.  Ovide  to  demolish 
llie  forts  mid  ruturn  to  I'liicentia  by  the  eml 
of  Mhi-cIi  Ht  leust.  'I'liey  l>roiifflit  iiwiiy  laifie 
^to|■e!',  UN  tlirec  Innidred  Kiijilisli  were  on  llie 
].-ointof  niiii'chinf;  tosnrpriso  I'liicentia. 

(/*.)  FinsT  KN<ii,isii  .XccciiNT. 
liOttir  from  II.  K.  lliirhMrf.Tiiee  [i<land 
l.Ianv  17111).  (tnllie'JIst  Deiemliir,  tile  Kreiieli 
from  I'liieeiitia  to  the  iiiimlier  of  one  liiiiulred 
mid  sixt.v  came  to  the  fort  of  St.  .loliii's  and 
till  re  with  soaliiiK  liuhh'rs  got  over  the  work 
withont  anv  iissistanee,  only  two  small  f,'iins 
the  sentry  fired;  Major  l.loyd  then  asleep  in 
his  lied  and  after  the  French  got  into  the 
fort,  the  iiihiihitants  in  the  .New  Fort  rose  in 
arms  ami  would  have  taken  the  fort  apiiii 
from  the  Trench  hut  the  soldiers  could  not  fret 
the  keys  out  of  tlie  Major's  house  ;  hut  when 
the  French  came  he  could  find  thcin  ;  so  from 
some  of  those  men  that  made  their  escape  to 
those  respective  islands  Ilarbargrace  and 
Oarhoniere  Islands;  the  fort  was  actually  sold 
to  tlie  French  or  else  that  number  could 
never  have  taken  it.  They  surrendered  the 
Castle  next  day  heiuj:  never  au  officer  in 
it  tu  eoniniand  it. 


(c.)  TiiK  Font  Hov,  Fkhy.  8. 
On  Tuesday  Inst  an  exprcHs  arrived  from 
Lisbon  that  the  French  have  made  themselves 
masters  of  Fort  St.  .lohiis  by  treachery  ;  the 
wooden  palisadoes  that  defended  the  same 
hiiviii}!  been  cut  down  upon  notice  of  the 
enemy's  advancing  that  wa}'  under  pretence 
of  putting  iron  .spikes  in  their  stead. 

((/.)  John  Collins'  Aci:oint. 
About  four  in  the  morning  the  sentinel 
of  the  S.W.  corner  of  the  New  Fort  dis- 
covered  the  enemy  hut  his  gun  would  not  go 
off  so  he  called  to  the  sentinel  of  the  N.W. 
corner  who  fired  his  p  e>  i.'  which  allarmed  the 
place ;  this  depouei  t  being  one  of  the 
Captains  of  Miliiia  foi  the  New  Fort  went  to 
his  appointed  <iuartcrs  which  was  the  guard 
ll()u^^e  of  the  fort  where  two  other  companies 
besides  his  were  appointed  their  (piartcrs. 
He  then  heard  firing  at  the  N.W.  corner 
between  the  enemy  and  onr  men.  The 
deponent  saith  to  the  best  of  his  remembrance 
at  the  time  of  the  firing  he  heard  (puirler 
called  in  the  old  fort  an(l  presently  after  the 
French  there  cried  Virv  Ic  Hoy  three  times 
upon  which  tliis  deponent  and  others  in  the 
old  fort  gave  three  Uuzaa.s  and  the  enemy 
immediately  fired  at  them  and  they  at  them 
and  eight  of  our  men  were  kille<l  and  seven 
wounded.  They  of  the  new  fort  (tailed  to 
those  in  the  old  fort  to  have  the  sally  port 
opened  and  the  bridge  let  down  but  could 
have  no  answer ;  some  of  the  soldiers  of  the 
old  fort  got  into  the  new  fort  and  said  there 
were  five  hundred  French  and  that  they  gave 
no  (juarter  (upon  which  we  accepted  the  offer 
of  quarter  on  the  2Gth  [?]). 


This  deponent  heard  Sarjeiinl  Steel  »ay  iit 
Mr.  Wincheii's  house,  that  when  tlie  Freiifii 
entered  the  old  fort  but  one  man  was  lieside 
himself  on  the  works  and  that  Major  l.loyd 
came  as  far  as  the  ramparts  and  mid  "  Kiglil 
boys,"  and  went  away  and  he  never  saw  bini 
afterwards,  until  the  garrison  "as  taken 
which  was  within  half  an  hour  of  the  alarm 
and  that  he  believed  it  was  lost  by  neglect 
[and  not  by  treachery], 

(c.)  .Mil.  Wm.  Kkkn'h  .TornxAf.. 

Deer. 'il  1708.  About  I  this  morning  we 
were  aliarined  by  the  firing  of  small  musketts 
anil  were  within  half  an  hour's  time  siirpri/ed 
to  hear  the  fort  was  taken  without  meting 
resistance;  some  small  time  after  the  Fort 
surrendered,  the  Castle  took  the  aliiini  and 
fireil  two  guns,  all  the  inhabiti  ntsof  that  side 
being  about  sixty  men  were  rehired  into  the 
Castle  ;  about  7  this  morning  two  I''rencli 
ollieers  came  to  assure  the  inhabitants  of  good 
quarters  and  took  with  them  the  .Most  Master 
Inhabitants  and  Merchants  into  the  Fort 
where  I  waw  Major  Moyd  very  heavy  eyd'd 
and  little  notice  taken  of  him  ;  in  entering 
the  fort  the  French  lost  three  killed  liy  the 
inhabitants  ;  about  five  in  the  evening  the 
inhabitants  and  servants  were  iniprismied  in 
storeliouses,  excepting  some  few  that  were  kept 
in  their  own  houses. 

A  fire  haiipened  and  burnt  two  streets  of 
houses;  Mr.  liussell  was  conimitted  to  the 
guard  house,  Mr.  Win.  Keen  was  confined  in 
liis  own  house  ;  Captain  Dennis  was  sent  to 
have  the  castle  surrender,  which  was  at  first 
refused  but  next  day  the  2lind  the  people  gave 
it  up;  the  Frei'.ch  hoisted  a  white  (lag  a  il 
fired  three  guns ;  the  people  were  to  have 
their  clothes  and  provisions  and  be  reinstated 
in  their  houses  which  was  not  complied  with  ; 
on  the  2t  the  Coiiiiss'"  St.  Ovide  de 
Hroii  lion  sent  four  hundred  and  seventy-seven 
men  prisoners  to  the  church  and  the  house  of 
Mr.  Collins  allowing  them  one  pound  of  bread 
fouroy.s.  of  pork  and  four  o/.s.  of  pease  per 
diem — the  prisoners  were  set  in  ranks  and 
counted  by  the  Indians  w  ho  threatened  if  any 
escaped  they  would  kill  an  e(|ual  number  in 
their  room  ;  on  the  2.")tli  an  account  was  taken 
of  the  goods  in  the  town  ;  on  the  26  an  express 
was  sent  to  Placentia  which  returned  in 
nineteen  days— the  French  did  not  resort 
with  the  Knglish  during  this  time.  With  the 
express  arrived  two  hundred  more  soldiers 
from  I'laceiitia.  The  French  sent  Major 
Lloyd,  Lieut.  I'hilips,  Engineer  Vane  and  his 
wife  by  8hii>  to  I'laceiitia  on  Jaiiy.  H. 

AI.  St.  Ovide  gave  the  inhabitftnts  24 
hours  to  consider  his  proposals  of  ransom 
which  if  rejected  he  would  send  them  all 
prisoners  to  Canada ;  he  said  it  was  His 
^Master's  intention  to  keep  the  country.  The 
inhabitants  under  threat  of  burning  the  town 
were  forced  to  agree  to  terms  of  ransom.  A 
party  of  men  were  sent  to  Ferryland  under 
M.  Laroud  but  failed  to  take  it,  the  inhabitants 
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ref'iisinjF  to  iidrnit  ii  lliij;  of  truce.  The  Fn  nch 
rt'trt'ilt  was  liiiidcrt'il  tor  ii  iiioiiiti  l(v  ice. 
Alter  the  ilestnielion  of  the  fort  M.  8*.  ttviile 
retired  to  the  eiistle  where  he  wild  nearly' 
blown  up  liy  powder,  otie  otiieer  was  killed. 

Miireh  'J7  M.  St.  Ovido  Hailed  for 
I'laceiitia  takiii)f  l{.  Cole,  Allyu  Soiithiuayil, 
Win.  Keen,  Thomas  Uu-isell,  Win.  Nieholls, 
John  Colliii.s,  and  Sipiarry  and  arrived  at 
I'lueentia  the  ."dli  of  .\pril. 

On  the  l:tth  Mav  .Mr.  Lloyd  and  Mr. 
Phillips  Baileil  lor  ( 'anada.  ( )ii  the  2('ith  of  May 
arrived  the  Kiddell  nian-ot-war  from  Franet' 
with  two  hundred  .soldier^  for  reinforein;; 
St.  John's  and  St.  Ovide  received  news  of 
\m  lieiufj  ereated  Knijjht  (d'Sl.  Lewis  and 
(iovernor  of  St.  John's.  On  tin-  •Jfith  <d' 
June,  the  priiieipal  inerehants  arrived  back  in 
St.  Jcdin's  having  been  kept  several  months 
longer  than  they  had  lieen  told  they  would  be 
upon  St.  Ovide'ft  word  of  lionour, 

(/.)   TkhMS   op   SUUKE.NI>EII. 

The  iidiabitants  of  St.  Jolni's,  I'etfy 
TTarbour,  Hay  liuils,  t^nidi  \'idi,  Tar  Hay, 
l*(Utugul  Cove  and  I'arliean  have  this  day 
C-'nd  Feby.  ITO'.i;  desired  .M.  St.  Ovide  to 
grant  ns  liberty  to  ransom  or  buy  our  goods 
as  (,peeitied  in  the  ".»  following  articles: — 

First.  We  promise  to  pay  .M.  St.  Ovide 
or  his  order,  a  hundred  (]uintids  for  each 
slialloji  and  fifty  for  eatdi  half-shallop  si'ut 
fishing  of  tliij  fish  first  cured  or  if  the  Kngli^ii 
take  this  piift,  to  St.  Ovide's  order  in  London 
se\enty  and  tiiirfy-Hve  poinids  sterling  res])ec- 
tively  in  August  or  ( (ciober. 

Second.  That  our  houses  nnd  clothes  be 
preserved. 

Third.  That  uo  damage  be  done  to  our 
stages,  boats,  itc. 

Fourth.  That  the  said  St.  Ovide  is  to 
furnish  us  twenty  hogsheads  of  suit  per  shallop 
ransomed. 

F'iftli.  That  the  F'rench  do  not  waste  our 
victuals. 

Sixth.  That  our  boats  be  allowed  to  go 
fishing. 

Seventh.  That  any  French  plundering  us 
shall  make  restitution  and  be  punished  by  .M. 
St.  Ovide. 

Fighth.  We  promise  to  be  neuter  until  our 
ransom  be  paid. 

Ninth.  If  the  French  retain  Xewfoinid- 
land,  to  have  liberty  to  go  to  New  or  Old 
Knglanil  or  remain  in  the  country  and  retain 
our  liousit'. 


Siiineil      •    It)  H  i:>  12  4 

The    whole    ransom    was    computed    at 
£7,280. 


(</.)  (M>vi;i(Noit  (^ut.i.iNs'  I'lTiriox. 

Hy  Captain  Jdsi.imi  Tvvi.ui  it  Coininander  of 

her    .Maj.    ship    LitcliMidl     and    Coni- 

nninder-in-idiief  of  her  .Majesties  lorces 

in   Newfoundlaint   to    .Ioiin    Cui.i.inh 

Ksiire.  hereby  aiipointed  (io\errioar  and 

Commander  in    Chief  of  tlie  Fort  and 

Harbour     of     St.    John's    and    all    the 

sea    coasts    bet -Veen     Ferry  land     and 

Carboneur  Island. 

Ity  virtue  of  the  [tower  gi\en  nn-   by  Her 

Jfaj.  I  do  hereby  Constitute  and  appoint  \(.u, 

until  further  order  (jovernoiir  and  (  onnnander 

in  eliii  t'idthe  Fort  and  llarlMuirof  St.  .lohn' . 

and  all  the  sea  coasts  between    Ferryland  luul 

(arbonear   Island,  Willing  and   reipiiring  yoit 

forthwith   to  take  upon   you  the  said   charge 

and  commaml :   Heipiiring  all  ollicers  inhabi- 

lanis  anil   others   to  be    obedient   to   you    as 

their  (iovernour  :   and  you   are  to   lake  care 

to  sei'ure  and  defenil    the  said  fort  against  the 

enemy  and   to  keep  good  order  and  disciple 

amongst  those   under  your  connnatid   au<l   to 

order  all  the  inhabitants  into  the  said  fiut  and 

to     compel    them     to    bring   their     |)rovisioii 

there  and   for  yiur   better  security  and  guard 

id'  the  said  F'ort  and  llarbiuu' of  St.   John's, 

yon  are  li<'reby   empowrd  to    nnike    as  many 

Captaiis.  Lieuts,  Kiisigns,  and  infernu'  ollicers 

as  ynn  find  necessary  an  I  to  do  what  is  further 

for  Her  .Majesties  service. 

(liven   nndi'r  my  hand  and  seal   H.M.S. 
Litchlield  in  St.  Johiis  JIarbuur  (!  Oct.  ITtJi). 

Josl-U'll  Tavloub. 


To  riiK  Qt  i:i:n"s  Most  Exceli.knt 
Majkstv. 

The  humble  pet",  of  John  Collins  V.m\'.  your 
-Maj.  present  gov,  of  St,  John's  Fort. 

Sheweth  ; 

That  about  Deem.  17()8  the  said  fort 
was  surprized  by  the  F'rench  and  (he  then 
governonr  ("apt.  Loyd  liken  therein,  at  which 
time  \'  pef  being  i'omniander  of  the  Militiii 
raised  the  best  force  he  tould  and  attempted 
the  Uelief  of  the  said  garrison  with  great 
ha/.ardoi  Ins  iife,the  two  nearest  persons  to  him 
being,  the  oii  ■  killed  and  the  other  wounded  : 
Jjiit  till.  u>\\v,  Viing  altogether  det'enceless  and 
under  the  garrison,  V  pet' was  loreed  (after 
all  |)0ssi.ri  ■  .esistance)  to  submit  with  the 
rest  (it  ;;u'  .nhahitants  a^  d  to  [lay  a  consider- 
able ransom  after  which  he  was  treacherously 
carry''  away  to  I'lacentia  and  detained  there 
to  his  great  prejudice  several  months  before 
he  was  permitted  to  return. 

That  in  Oct.  1709  Capt.  Taylour  y'  Maj. 
Commodore  being  there,  and  impowered  and 
authorized  to  grant  a  eommissiou  to  whrm- 
soever  he  should  find  most  deserving  uixm 
the  place.  (The  former  Governour  Captain 
Loyd  being  carritd  into  France  and  since  killed 
there)  your  pctiouer  was  appointed  gov',  and 
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Com'  in  rliiif  of  tlic  Fort  nf  St.  .Iiiliii\  wliidl 
lie  iicccpii'il  lit  till'  ii'ipiot  III'  the  »''  (oiii- 
iiiciiloii-  ihf  sc\iT;il  M<'i,'lmiii-<  mill  'I'linlrrs 
mill  nil  otlii'i'  the  iiiliMl>itaiits  of  the  I'laci'  iiiiil 

J'  ]>«•('    llllS    I'VIT    hillCC     ill'lll     till'    Hiiinc    lit     Ills 

own  (.'idit  iliaric  anil  In  llic  8ali8r'i('liiiii  ot  nil 
ciiiiccnieil  ill  till'  TiMili'  llu'if.  Wlii'ii'lorf  v' 
|ii't'  liminjr  mpi.l.inti'il  nci  (itlu-r  incti'ii-ioii 
(rofii'ii^  in  iijiDii  an  ciilirc  varaiirv  )  |n't"  Ciir 
OonMiionr's  pay  and  roi.tiiiiiaiice  in  (invt, 
nil  1  ui^t  to  111'  fi'iniivfil  wiilioiit  jilct  Keason 
mill  \  imr  iici'  ."tc.  \i.'. 

To  sm:  Qii-:i;n'«  ^^ll^^  Kxckli.knt 

.M  V.II>TV. 

Tlu'  tiiiinbli'  iiiIilresH  nl'  tlii'  inlialiitiints  in 
NrwCoiinilliiiiil. 

I)iiail  Sdvcrci;,'!!  ; 

We  Miiu'  most  iliitil'ul  subjects  inlialiif- 
iii'X  yr  piovMii't' of  Ni' vt'oiiiiillaiHl  ili>  linnilily 
lie;:  li'iivi'  to  frnilrr  o'lr  iiiit'i'i;.nii'il  (jralitnik' 

for  t'aioiirs  ....  which   «itli(ii)l's 

nssistuMiu  liavi'  in  a  jircat  uifa.snre  (.'oiitriliiili'd 
to  onr  bi'iiij;  protectt'il  ii;;ainst  the  vioU-nt 
oiitrui;es  of  onr  barbarous  iu'i{{Iibonrs  tin.' 
Frciu'li.  whose  liolil  atti'ir.pt  upon  our  coa>t 
liavt'  rcniii-ri'il  tin-  ailjnri'iit  unfortilieil  har- 
bours must .  (laiii:t'roiis  ns  they  would  onr 
re^iilin;;  iit  St  .lolin's  had  not  yr  .Mnj.  IJoyal 
WiKibun  thoiiiibt  proper  to  order  our  bein^ 
veijulatt'd  into  a  Miliiia  mid  to  be  put  under 
I'tiiiiiiiand  of  .lolin  (  ollins  whose  extraordinary 
\ij.'ilanee  and  )iniileiit  conduct  in  gnardiiiir 
mid  repairih;.' yr  Maj.  Tort  in  St.  .lohirs  and 
refTiila'ln^r  and  orderiiig  lis  for  its  defence 
hav'.-  been  nianiftsted  toour  tiitire  satisfaction. 
We  tlieiefore  bef.'  leave  to  reeoinini'im 
liiin  fur  the  care  he  has  taken  anil  the  ureal 
mid  necessary  expellee  he  has  been  at  to  the 
prejudice  of  liis  piivate  alTairs. 

Siibsi-rilied  by  all  the  best  iuhabitunts 
that  are  masters  of  families. 

ronenrrin^r  pet"  from  n  number  of 
principal  .Merchants  and  -Masters  of  shio:;  iu 
liOndoii  (and  more  are  ready  to  do  it  if 
lieedlul). 


IV.  Captain  Crowe's  Laws. 

By  (\i|>tain  .Ins.  Cuowi:,  Commaiuler-in- 
Chief  of  IIM  shi|is,  forts,  and  j;arrisoii 
in  Newtbundland. 

A  record  of  several  laws  and  orders 
debated  at  several  courts.  Present,  com- 
manders of  merchant  ships,  chief  inhabitants  ; 
mid  wit  lie'  -.-.s  beiiii;  examined,  it  w.is  brouiiht 
tofollowiiif;  cimcliision,  between  '2'M-d  August 
and  iM-d  (.)ct(d).r  1711  :  — 

1st.  That  a  sum  of  money  should  be 
collected  by  voluntary  i;ift  from  commanders 
of  ships,  niereliants.  masters  of  families,  mid 
others,  for  repairing  church  whieb.  was  de- 
molished, and  sub.-istence  of  minister. 


'-'ml.  'fhat  orders  be  j-.iit  up  nt  piiblie- 
hiili-es  mid  other  pinces  for  Mlppiessiiij; 
drniikeiiiiess,  eursinjr,  and  swearin^.i'.  Fiiiei 
and  punishment  uccording  to  iiniiewd  copy 
[omilttdj. 

Mrd.  A  body  of  sciinieli  or  others  hIioIiIiI 
keep  guard  in  thi  night  In  preveir  iiiisehiefH 
by  spyi'H  (d'  llie  enemy  mid  etlicr-  In  lie  raised 
a-i  fiilliinti,  \\/..,  fl'iilii  the  enliipleiilelits  of  I  liu 
ship  in  the  luirboiir,  one  man  Ini  cM'iy  lifteiii, 
and  one  man  fur  evi  ry  three  Inlets  id'  In- 
liabilniits  and  by  biat  ke  pco  ;  a  e<iinmmiil"r 
of  a  ship  and  a  incrclimit  to  coinnimid  them 
each  niglil. 

4lli.  The  teiieincnis,  slnie-lioiises,  ami 
stages  wlieli  are  new  in  |io«se>siiin  of  persoiiH 
iiiiiler-meiitii)ned  (to  wiM.  liiehard  ( 'oii  s- 
\\orth\,  upper -lage.liiiii^e  ainl  rnoin  at  iVnrt 
nt  Ibirsthart  ilill  ;  (  aplniii  Stalb'id,  in  behalf 
of  Henry  lViil"ii,  one  stire-lioiise  on  vice- 
admiral's  roon.  ;  I  hoiiias  and  .Inhn  Sipiary, 
one  store  -  house  on  adniirar>  loun; 
Mrs.  Tiiif's,  ill  behidf  of  Mrs.  Anne  Karll. 
the  upper  stage  adjoining  to  his  own  two 
1  oat>  room;  (iovernor  ('ollins,  in  hcliulf  ot" 
Mrs.  Ilolenuin,  one  sliiie-bon>e  on  llie  vice- 
adiiiiral's  r-ioiii  ;  Hugh  Tucker,  in  behalf  of 
.lobii  Harris.  l'.si|.,  of  Kxon,  one  store  Iniiit'e 
oil  the  adiniral's  room;  ('a]iiniii  lloisw(,r;fj 
in  behalf  of  .Michael  .Martin,  one  >u<n-  house 
on  the  iiibnirars  room,  lieing  proved  fininerlv 
belrnging  to  tlishiiig  ships  mid  inf.'rosscd 
since  the  year  KIH')  contrary  to  Act  of  J'ar- 
liaiiieiil  to  prejndiee  of  said  ships,  ivc.  I  do 
tlieref.ire  hereby  di.ipossess  lln'iii  of  game  in 
right  of  tlishiug  shijis. 

."itli.  Inb.ibitaiils,  fhslienncii,  and  ser- 
vants to  repair  to  wiiiler  (piaileis  allotted 
tlieiii  liy  1st  of  Octolicr,  an  1  he  nniU'r  C".".- 
inaiid  of  several  governors  fur  bin,r  secuiify 
against  the  enemy  in  small  bodies  to  [lar- 
ticiilar  iilaces  (to  wit)  :  — 

St.  .loliii's.  "1 

(guilty  N'ltly.      I  Into  T'ort   Wiili.iiii,  under 

'J'oiIku'.  i       (iovernor  ( 'ollins. 

reliy  llurbour.J 

'  C'arliinear     Is- "] 

land.  Little  |  ruder  tln-ir 
Mell  Isle,  and  ]■  respeetivo 
llarbi'igruss    |       goveri^ors 

^    Island.  j 

Trinity  liav,  on    I'oxeV   Khmd    imd   Dildo 
Maud.  " 

Jiuy  ofBiill,  Witt-l  On  tHill  Maud,  under 
less  Hay,  and  >  (iovernor  <^'oles- 
Toad's  Cove.       J       wortliy. 

From  Isle  of  Speer,  Soiitherl} .  into  fort  at 
l'"erryland. 

6tb.  Houses  in  fTort  \\'illiani  not  to  h<3 
sold  or  let,  but  in  ease  the  iiersoii  who  built 
it  does  not  inhabit  it  tlninseives.  said  houses 
to  be  at  the  disjiosal  of  (icvernor  Collins,  to 
put  in  persons  iiestituic  of  habilutiou  in  buld 
fort. 


Coneeplion 
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Tth.  Owners  of  such  houses  not  haviiijr 
prcpoi'tiim  ol'  ptople  to  saul  housi-,  at  dlRcre- 
tiou  of  (Jovernor  Collins  to  put  in  otlitTs. 

8fli.  If  not  sufficient  fjround  in  fort  to 
laild  liaMti)  ions,  Governor  Collins  to  give 
leave  'or  1  uiidiiig  proper  habitations  under 
the  tfuns  within  outwork  of  fort. 

'Jtli.  To  prevent  servants  hiring  them- 
selves to  one,  two,  or  three  musters  at  onec, 
governor  to  oblige  them  to  par  for  such 
otfeiice  &2  lo.v.,  or  otherwise  cause  them  to 
be  whipt  three  times  forward  and  backward 
along  some  jinblic  place. 

10th.  Five  men  for  I'ach  ship  in  harbour 
shall  go  into  the  wooils  and  cut  twentv  stock- 
ades and  pallasadoes  to  repair  works  of  fort  of 
St.  John's,  and  l)oat  k''epers  for  every  boat 
to  fetch  as  man\-. 

11th.  I'lantation  of  John  Drue,  of 
St.  John's,  provetl  lo  he  ship's  room,  yet,  in 
regard  to  his  age,  and  thereby  past  labour, 
may  enjoy  same  di'fing  life,  but  after  his 
decease  to  return  to  right  of  ships. 

l:ith.  Air.  Turf'.<  confirmed  at  second 
ap])lication  to  loose  upper  stage  adjoining 
his  own  two  boats  room  that  he  now  holds 
ill  behalf  of  Mrs.  Anne  Earl,  mentioned  i." 
4th  Article. 

13th.  Whosoever  shall  demolish,  i'efr.ce, 
or  break  down  any  stage,  cooke  room,  house, 
or  Hakes  by  removing  niffters,  rinds, 
floorings,  shoars,  stakes,  or  layers,  except 
to  employ  them  on  same  room  next  year, 
shall  forfeit  CIO  for  repairing  same  to 
possessor  of  said  stage  and  room. 

14th.  House  in  possession  of  Captain 
Arthur  Iloldsworth  that  formerly  belonged 
to  Mr.  Lint,  cinifirmed  to  said  Captain 
Holdsworth,  right  being  assig;;'  ,1  to  him  by 
Mr.  Hichard  (..'olesworthy. 

l.")th.  Minister  to  have  subscription  for 
ensuing  year  from  shollups,  three,  the  two 
men  boats,  two,  and  the  ship  one  tpiititol 
of  dry  nierchandalile  lish  to  be  levied  as 
followelh  : — One  from  owner  of  stage,  one 
from  boat  keeper,  and  one  from  servants. 

Kith.  \  plantation  of  three  boats  rooms 
in  possession  of  Abiaham  Harrot  and  Richard 
Sutton  in  Torbay.  Being  ships  rooms,  they 
are  dispossi'ssed  in  right  of  ships  that  have 
occas'on  for  them  next  year. 

Jos.    CltOWE. 


V.  Sir  N.  Trevanion's  Orders  and 
Fishery  Scheme. 

(</.)  By  Sir  Xicholas  Trevanion,  Knight. 
Commander  of  H.M.  Ships  and  (jar- 
risoiiH,  and  Governor-in-Chief  at  Mew- 
xoundlund. 

(Deer.  10,  1712.) 
A    Record    of    several    Courts    held    at 
St.   .lohu's   for    Detter  discipline   und 


good  order  of  people,  SiC.  D--'  .:,a 
at  Courts  held.  I'resei't  :  Admiral 
and  Vice-Admiral,  Merchants,  and 
Chief  Inhabitants  ;  and  witnesses 
being  examined,  it  was  brought  to 
the  following  conclusions  :  — 

1st.  That  orders  be  put  np  at  public 
houses  and  other  places  for  suppressing 
drunkenness,  &c. 

2nd.  Confirmed  last  year  by  Captain 
.1.  Crow,  that  Mr.  Jacob  Kiee,  minister  of 
St.  John's,  should  have  as  follows  : — 

From  shallops  -  three]  (|uintiils  of  dry 

From  two-men  boat   two     >  nierchandable 
From  the  skiffs         -  one     J    fisli. 

And  planters  very  backward  in  paying, 
he  got  only  one  hundred  quintals  of  fish  this 
season. 

Confirms  what  Commander  Crow  and 
Court  agreed  to  for  minister's  sujsistence, 
and  to  encourage  him  to  remain. 

3rd.  Confirms  John  Collyns,  F]sq., 
Governor  of  Fort  William,  and  it  is 
appointed,  during  cessation,  that  twenty 
men  lie  in  fort  every  night. 

4th.  Warrant  granted  to  call  Mr  Benger 
before  him  [the  Governor]  relatipg  lo  Sir 
William  Hopkins'  place  at  Ferryland,  now 
in  possession  of  Widow  Clap]),  and  tenement 
formerly  in  possession  of  Sir  David  Kirk; 
but  Mr.  Benger  did  not  appear. 

5th.  Mrs.  Benger,  wife  of  James  Benger, 
appeared  relating  to  a  tenement  formerly  in 
possession  of  William  Bennet,  deceased. 
Mrs.  Benger  willing  to  allow  to  heirs  of 
William  Bennet,  deceased,  to  one  Tomson 
Heeve  ,-U10  per  annum  till  further  decided. 

6th.  Other  matters  between  masters  of 
ships  and  planters  ai.tl  boat-keepers  relate  to 
debts  not  mentioned,  parties  being  satisfied. 


(6.)    FlSHKRY    SciIKMIi    KOll    1712. 

1st.  lieferred  to  annexed  scheme  for 
number  of  English  phmters  [always  given 
on  a  separate  slieet] . 

2nd.  Planters  receive  little  sustenance 
from  the  countries,  and  kill  few  beavers  and 
other  wild  beasts. 

3i'd.  Inhabitants  have  most  salt  pro- 
visions from  Ireland  ;  fresh  provisions,  as 
bread,  pease,  Ike,  i"r;im  New  Knglanil  and 
Peiisilvania  ;  salt  from  Lisbon  and  Isle  of 
Alay,  and  in  war  time  from  prizes  brought  in. 

4th.  Strict  orders  that  no  trees  be  cut 
down  t:r  rinded  luu'  woods  set  on  tire,  except 
for  building,  nor  trees  cut  dovvn  on  account 
of  making  oyle. 

5th.  Has  taken  all  care  to  settle  matters 
between  fishing  ships  and  planters,  to  give 
each  their  rights. 


mh 


FISHERY  SCHEME  FOR  1712. 
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6th.  No  complainfs  of  fishing  ships. 

7th.  Care  taken  timt  b'-  .lOat  keepers 
and  fishinfi  ships  do  carr  "sneli  niimher  of 
f>-i'8h  men  and  j^reeii  men  as  Act  directs. 

Hth.  No  comphiints  of  marks  of  any 
boats  or  train  vats  beintr  alter'id. 

_9th.  No  complaints  of  any  person 
Jeavin<;  the  country;  do  not  destroy  or 
injure  stajfes,  &c. 

10th.  No  comphiints  that  any  admiral, 
vice-admii-al,  anil  rear-admiral  do  inposs 
more  btach  or  tlakes  than  they  pitch  upon 
at  their  arrival. 

11th.  Orders  sent  to  admirals  and  chief 
planters  of  every  little  cove,  to  jrive  acconnt 
of  boats  and  fish  and  of  inhabitants,  which  is 
hereunto  annexed. 

12th.  General  court  held  twice  a  week 
with  admiral  and  vice-admiral  to  assist,  and 
endeavoured  to  settle  diiferences  relatinjj;  to 
pluntei's  and  boat  keepers,  servants,  &c. 

l.'Uh.  Orders  to  captains  of  men-of-war 
and  admirals  of  harbours,  that  no  ballast  be 
thrown  out  of  ships  in  harlroiirs. 

1 4th.  Care  taken  that  offals  have  not 
been  offensive,  stajres  so  near  water,  when 
thrown  in  it  is  viashed  awiiy. 

1.5th.  Care  that  Lord's  Day  duly  ob- 
served.    Corrections  to  all  so  ofTendiufr. 

16th.  None  but  Her  Majesty's  subjects 
fish  or  take  bait  in  ports  inhabited  by 
English. 

17th.  Care  *akeu  that  fish  be  preserved 
with  gocd  salt  and  sent  to  market  in  good 
condition. 

IHtli.  No  wine  nor  brandy  brought  from 
New  Kngland,  only  rum  and  molasses, 
which  is  the  li<jn(i;-  drunk  by  servants.  Had 
year  of  fishing.  F!:>iitfis  in  debt  to  master? 
of  ships  and  merchants  lo  vav  ensuing  year 
it  able. 

null.  17th  of  Sei)tein;)cr  \' lien  governour 
arrived,  so  could  not  ^ret  i,,..stcr"s  names ; 
most  of  thee.i  gone  be<.)re  his  arrival,  but  by 
scheme  it  i,  four'  -nere  were  twenty  sail 
belonging  to  .'Vmeric  i,  brougb*.  bread,  pea.se, 
rice,  rum,  toba -co,  "-.iollasses,  and  cattle,  &,c., 
&e. 


0th.  Provisions  from  England,  Ireland, 
New    England.       .'s'ew     England    men 


and 

return  home  in  their  ball.ist 


21st.  Account  iii   former  article  of  pro- 
visions  brouglit   liither,  there    is  sugar  and 


tobacco,  hut  cannot  find  any  cotton  wooll, 
iudico,  ginger,  fustick,  or  any  dying  wooil,  nor 
any  put  on  board  ships  to  Spain,  I'ortugal,  or 
any  foreign  part. 

22nd.  Refers  for  information  to  schenii! 
for  number  of  boats  and  men  employed  hy 
inhabitants. 

2:!rd.  .\sto  27th  Article,  refers  tosclienu' 
for  number  of  fishing  ships  and  boats,  with 
burthens,  &c.  Men's  food  is  beef,  fish,  pease, 
&c.  Beer  brewed  with  molasses  and  spruce. 
(fO  out  of  harbours  in  shallops,  seven  men 
and  five  men  in  a  boat ;  catch  fish  with  hook 
and  line,  first  |)art  of  year  their  bait  is 
muscles  and  lances  ;  about  middle  of  .lune 
bait  is  capeling,  squid,  and  fresh  herring, 
and  end  of  year  they  fish  with  herring  only — 
nets  purposely  for  taking  the  sort  of  bait.  " 

24th.  Price  of  fish  this  year  from  thirty 
to  thirty-six  ryalls  per  quintal  good  mer- 
chandable  fish.  Broken  fish  whieh  they  call 
refuse  fish  sold  f(U'  twenty  ryalls  per  ipiintal, 
and  carried  to  Spain  and  Portugal  and  oyl 
made  of  livers  car"ied  to  England;  value  of 
oyl  16/.  per  tun. 

25th.  Kefers  to  scheme  for  number  of 
sa<;k  ships.  They  load  with  dry  fish  bound 
to  several  ports  as  Spain  and  Portugal.  .  Hut 
eight  ships  this  year  could  not  get  loading 
anil  forced  to  go  in  ballast  to  Virginia  to  seek 
freight. 

26th.  Strict  charge  to  carry  back  men 
brought  from  England. 

27th.  Best  enquiries  made  to  know  what 
inhabitants  at  Placeutia  ;  five  liundred  men, 
two  hundred  women,  and  children.  (Jrivit 
quantities  of  fish  eatclnd  there  this  year  and 
sold  for  iwenti-two  ryalls  a  quintal. 

28tli.  Fort  and  platform  of  sixty  guns, 
ammunition,  and  victuals  from  France  and 
Canada.  Quantities  of  aminiinition  not  in- 
formed of  and  provisions  no  want  of. 

2".)th.  Thirty  sail  from  Placeutia  this 
year — most  ca'ne  to  make  fishing  voyage,  and 
some  to  buy  fish  to  earrv  to  market — sliips 
that  fish  n])on  banks  talciug  cod  and  salting 
and  carrying  them  in  bulk  to  Fr.ince,  ami  in 
hay  they  fish  up(>u  coast  of  Canada,  and  salt 
fish  after  same  ma  uier. 

.'iOtli.  X-  '  ,  •  natiiiii  besides  England 
and  France,  e.vtvi)[  .■^pani!lrds,  coin,'  by  stealth 
into  harbours  where  they  are  not  discovered. 

31sf.  Care  taken  to  see  all  New  England 
nici:  out  of  port,  so  that  tln'v  do  not  carry 
aw.iy  any  of  Her  Majest\'s  subjcjls. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

liEiaX    OF    GEOUGE    I. 

1714-1727. 

1714. — Difficulties  iihoiit  fis'iiiig  rooms  in  riaceiitiii  soUi  by  French  to  ])lanters  and  ofBcors. 

1715. — Spuiiiards  not  allowed  to  fi.<h,  by  order  of  Governor  of  Placentia. 

1718. — DifficuUics  >viih  ihe   French   about  English   settlers'   fishinjj  establishments   near 
C'lipe  Honavista. 

1719.  — Claim  Mfraiu  ni:\dL'  by  Eiscayans  to  fish  in  Xewfoundland  disallowed. 

1723. — Grant  of  .salmon  fishery  to  Skiffington  between  Cape  Bonavista  and  Cape  John. 

UndtT  the  sovereignty  of  the  lifst  Hanoverian  King  there  vveie  few 
stirring  events  in  the  Colony  ;  the  lu.stoiy  of  our  Island  in  this  reign  is 
a  clu'oiiicle  of  the  pipinj-  times  of  peace.  English  trade  flourished, 
settlements  increased,  the  poor  Newfoundland  planter  no  longer  listetied 
for  the  dreaded  war-who(»p  of  the  Abenaquis,  or  the  tramp  of  the 
invading  French  soldiers.* 

The  immediate  i-esnlt  of  the  peace  is  best  .shown  by  the  enormous 
increase  of  the  Engli.sh  fishery.  Whilst  in  1713  there  were  only 
forty-six  fishing  ships,  with  one  hundred  and  sixty  two  boats,  one 
liundred  Jind  ninety-live  bye-boats,  and  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
inhabitants'  boats,  in  the  following  years  the  figures    'ere: — 


17U 

1716 
17I(i 


rishinK 
Shi|is, 


loii 


Itiuits.      Hyoljoiits. 


■tn 

••iiii 


Ill- 
is  I 


InlialiitiMils' 
ilouts. 

.■5112 

4li8 
41 W 


Fish  ciiiiftlit 

by  Ship 
Fishernicn. 

Quii'ials. 

:i.A.(iiM) 

8ll,(!22 
88,t(i'.» 


Fish  ciiuirht  by 

Inli.ibitnnts 

and  Hyelidiits. 

Quiiitiils. 
45,0(,'() 

."J.-i.aSl 


'  In  1717  the  "Second  Soni'vsetshire 
Hepiment,"  now  the  First  ISattalion  Prince  of 
Wales'  Volunteers,  the"  Fifihiinj;  Fortieth  " — 
a  cori)s  familiarly  known  by  the  sobricjuet  of 
"  Kxoellcrs"  (XL-ers) — was  formed  of  eight 
independent  companies  raised  in  Nova  Scotia 
and  Newfoundland.  The  field  officers  carried 
half-i)ikes  ;  the  company-officers,  spontoons  ; 
the  Serjeants,  halberds,  and  the  rank-and-file, 


flint-lock  n)uskcts  and  sho;i  words.  Having 
served  in  the  Colonies  for  nearly  fifty  years, 
the  rcftiment  was  transferred  to  Ireland  in 
I7G4,  where  it  remained  throughout  a  decade, 
having  six  years  prcvimisly  to  its  recti II  from 
Camidawon  the  first  "honour"  inscribed  on  its 
colours  at  the  memonibh!  sieije  of  Louisburg. 
The  Itegimental  Kecords  have  been 
edited  by  Captain  liaymond  Smythies. 
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In  1711  and  1712  the  common  danj^er  had  united  the  ship  fisher- 
men and  tlie  pkintei's  in  ai-rangements  for  orderly  ^overninent.     Their 

town  meetinijrs  lasted,  however,  only 
for  the  two  years.  When  onci  the 
stern  pressure  of  war  was  removed 
by  the  peace  of  1713  all  the  old 
quarrels  revived,  the  fishing  admirals 
and  the  merchant  adventurers  returned 
to  their  normal  habits  of  disorder 
t_\  ramiy,  and  persecution. 

The  Commfd)re  and  his  officers 
were  gradually  curtailing  the  fishing 
admirals'  powers.  If  we  are  to  judge 
l)y  Mr.  Larkin's  report,  in  some 
instances  this  was  going  from  bad  to 
worse.  The  liimtLuatits  in  Captain 
Poulton  and  Captain  Fairbourne's  time 
all  took  bribes  of  fish.  "  The  present 
Commander,  Cajjtain  Graydon,"  he 
says,  "  had  taken  much  pains  to  do 
the  country  justice  and  to  settle 
religion  amongst  them."  Larkin 
gives  a  doleful  pictui  e  of  the  disorders  prevalent  in  the  Colony. 

This  unfortunate  condition  of  affairs  was  due  to  the  extraordinary 
imbecility  of  the  British  Government.  They  endeavouied  to  rule  the 
Colony  without  a  Governor,  to  defend  it  from  invasion  witliout  adeijuate 
military  or  naval  ibrce,  to  distribute  justice  without  duly  constituted 
courts  or  laws  made  by  the  authority  of  the  Imperial  Parliament ;  in 
fine,  they  went  on  adiriinistering  the  affairs  of  the  Islantl  in  the  most 
blundering  manner,  and  then  stupidly  wondered  because  the  inevitable 
result  was  chronic  disorder  and  chaotic  confusion. 


OEOKOE   I. 
From  an  ciigvnvin'j  nftev  XneUev. 


After  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  by  a  very  singular  and  ill-conceived 
arrangement,  Plarentia  was  placetl  luuler  the  government  of  Nova 
Scotia,  whilst  the  rest  of  the  island  was  ruletl  by  the  admiral  or 
commodore.  A  very  troublesome  question  arose  out  of  the  Queen's 
sympathy  with  the  sufferings  of  the  French  Protestants  undergoing 
the  hardships  and  cruelties  of  the  galleys  by  order  of  Louis  XIV.  In 
order  to  get  these  poor  slaves  released,  she  made  the   following  liberal 
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The  Treaty  of  Utrecht  was  signed  on  the  Slst  of  March  1713;  on 
the  23rd  of  June  of  the  same  year  Queen  Anne  wrote  to  Nicliolson, 
Governor  of  Nova,  Scotia : — 

"  Whereas  our  good  brother  the  most 
Christian  King  hath  at  our  desire  released 
from  imprisonment  aboard  his  galleys 
such  ol'  his  subjects  as  were  detained 
there  on  account  of  their  professing  the 
Protestant  religion,  we  being  willing  to 
shew  by  some  mark  of  our  favour  towards 
his  subjects  how  kind  we  take  his  com- 
pliance therein,  have  therefore  thought 
fit  hereby  to  signify  our  will  and  pleasure 
to  j'ou  ;  that  you  permit  such  of  them  as 
have  any  lands  or  tenements  in  places 
under  your  Government  in  Acadia  and 
Newfound  Land,  that  have  been,  or  are 
to  be  yielded  to  Us  by  virtue  of  the  late 
Treaty  of  Peace,  and  arc  willing  to  con- 
tinue our  subjects,  to  retain  and  enjoy 
their  said  lands  and  teiiements,  without 
molestation,  as  fully  and  freely  as  others 
of  our  subjects  do  or  may  possess  their 
lands  or  estates,  or  to  sell  the  same,  if 
they  shall  choose  to  remove  elsewhere. 
And  for  so  doing  this  shall  be  your 
warrant." 


PLACENTIA. 

Ji.M.  MSft.,  2t,iys. 


Legal  questions  arose  out  of  this 
transaction.  l\Iost  of  the  French- 
men, before  leaving  Placentia,  sold 
their  places  ;  Governor  Moody  and  the  English  officers  bought  several 
pieces  of  land ;  some  of  these  at  the  gut  were  re(|uired  for  fortifications, 
and,  after  soyie  delay,  Moody  was  paid  for  his  land  by  order  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  The  ship  iishermen  comjilained  bitterly  of  this  trans- 
action, which  deprived  them  of  free  ships'  rooms,  and  as  Placentia 
was  renowned  for  fisliing,  they  could  nut  benefit  by  the  new  acquisition 
without  paying  high  rents  to  officers  and  the  (lovernor. 

It  appears,  notwithstanding  Costabi'lle's  urgent  appeal,  many  French 
remained  behind  in  Placentia,  and  secretly  encouraged  Biscayans  and 
French  Biis(|ues  to  fish  there.  The  poor  Biscayans  were  misled  l)y  the 
Spanish  authorities  ;  they  believed  that,  under  Article  XV.  of  tlie  Treaty 
of  Utrecht,  they  had  fishing  rights  in  Newfoundland. 

This  Article  declares  : — 

"  Ai;d  because  it  is  contended  on  behalf  of  Sp.'iin,  that  the  Biscayans  and  other 
sub)octa  of  Ilis  Catholic  Miijesty  have  a  certain  right  of  fishing  in  Newfoundland 
His  liritannic  Majesty  agrees  tiiat  to  the  Biscayans  imd  other  Inhabitants  of  Spain 
be  reserved  oil  the  privitejrs  to  which  they  can  with  right  pretend," 


''      I 


THE  BISCAYANS. 


277 


The  EngliHh  declared  the  Biscayans  had  no  fishery  rights  in  New- 
foundland, and  under  no  circumstances  would  they  tolerate  the  Spanish 
pretensions.  In  the  year  1715,  according  to  the  Spanish  records,  some 
Biscayan  vessels  arrived  at  Placentia  and,  as  they  had  expected,  the 
English  Governor  of  Placentia  ordered  them  off.     He  said : — 

"  He  had  no  orders  from  tho  kins  t?)  coiiHent  that  the  Spaniards  should  enjoy 
any  fishing  privileges  undor  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht." 

The  unfortunate  ship  masters  had  to  return  empty  to  Spain,  losing 
their  voyage  and  the  large  expense  of  outfit ;  however,  notwithstanding 
this  order,  many  Biscayan  ships  fished  out  of  Placentia,  and  when  the 
English  Government  became  very  strict,  they  transfen-ed  their  vessels 
U'jminally  to  English  owners,  and  sailed  under  the  English  flag.  A  ease 
is  mentioned  as  late  as  1765,  in  which  two  ships  were  found  to  be 
owned  by  Spaniards. 

It  lias  been  contended  by  the  French  that  the  English  never  settled 
or  fished  north  of  Cape  Bonavista  prior  to  1705.  This  statement  is 
contradicted  by  many  facts  recorded  in  contemporaiy  history.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  in  the  sixteenth  and  in  the  early  part  of 
the  seventeenth  century  the  French  fished  about  Notre  Dame  Bay, 
and  it  was  in  this  locality  tliat  they  came  in  collision  with  the 
Red  Indians,  but  afterwards  we  find  all  their  fishing  establishmetits 
were  further  north,  only  an  occasional  ship  locating  east  of  Fleur- 
de-Lys,  in  Notre  Dame  Bay.^  In  proof  of  this  we  have  the  ex- 
pedition of  Captains  Underdown  and  Lloyd  in  1706  ;  all  the  French 
places  mentioned  are  on  the  line  of  coast  extending  from  White 
Bay  to  Quirpon,  none  were  found  elsewhere. 

The  reason  why  our  opponents  selected  this  portion  of  the  coast 
is  very  obvious ;  it  contained  a  number  of  excellent  harbours,  it  was 
removed  from  their  dreaded  enemies  the  Re-i  Indians  and  the  English, 
and  for  fisliing  vessels  it  aftbrded  tlie  very  best  field  for  operations.  We 
know  from  the  records  that  the  French  moved  about  a  good  deal,  shifting 
their  (]uarters  oftener  than  the  Englisli ;  here,  at  Petit  Nord,  they  had  the 
best  part  of  the  north-east  coMst  and  the  Straits  of  Belle  Isle,  then,  as 
now,  the  very  best  fishing  ground  in  the  Colony. 

Subsequent  to  the  French  attack  of  l()96-7,  from  ab.,>ut  1700.  the 
English  settlements   were  gradually   extended  north   from  Bonavista  ; 


*i 


'  "  riionias  Mitchell  csipturod  and  tiikon  foiirtoeii  li'iifjiu's  \.  of  Cai>e  FrillH.  No  more 
to  Whitf  Ishind  7tli  .rmio  l(i'.)7.  This  isliiiid  ship-;  thore,  hut  tlwre  were  thirty  or  forty 
lies    half   a    luile    from    the   shoare   uud  is      further  aloiiy  the  cuast,"     (^B.  of  T.,  Njlii.) 
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some  of  the  first  "liviers,"  in  Old  Newfoundland  parlanco,  liu  1  by  this 
tim(;  built  their  huts  and  fishing  stages  as  far  north  as  Twillingate, 
Exploits,  and  Kogo. 


T.  COUa  LOTTEIl"s   MAP  OF  1720. 
S.V.,  70020  (.-.). 


There  can  be  no  surer  guide  to  the  nationality  of  the  occupiers  of 
the  Newfoundland  coast  than  the  names  of  the  vaiious  harbours.  Pla- 
centia  Bay,  St.  Mary's  Bay,  Fortiuie  Bay,  and  the  western  shore  towards 
Cape  Ray,  all  testify  by  their  nomenclature  to  French  occupation  ; 
siniilarly  such  vulgar  English  names  as  Bett's  Cove,  Tilt  Cove,  Seldom- 
Come  By,  Nippers  Harbour,  Joe  Batts  Arm,  Leading  Tickles,  undoubtedly 
prove  the  presence  of  English  fishermen  as  the  occupiers  and  first  settlers 
in  these  localities.     Turning  Pai  tridge  Point  we  find   from  the  bottom 
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"f  Wliite  Bay  to  Quirpon  mainly  Frencli  names,  showinjj  that  these 
harljours  were  used  by  our  opponents.  Tlie  following  historical  evidence 
bears  out  the  same  conclusion  : — 

"  fifxiEii  from  Wm  Coca  of  Honavistii  to  Col.  Nohris  7  Sep.  1698. 

"  I  tliiiik  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  your  Honour  that  to  tho  North  side  of  thia 
hay  are  many  extraordinary  harhours  and  better  fishing;  one  William  Wyng  has 
fished  there  some  j-ear.s  (it  heing  14  leagneb  N  Wo  N"  from  this  ii'rtnc)  who  has 
still  increased  the  iniiabitants  of  this  phice  very  considerably,  and  this  year  one 
Nowill  has  been  that  way  who  har  more  fish  for  his  two  boats  than  they  have  for 
shallops,  so  that  next  summer  sevi  .ill  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  harbour  design  to 
remove  thither  and  their  masters  of  ships  that  have  fished  there  this  year  intend 
to  be  likewise,  for  it  is  certain  the  fewer  boats  are  kejjt  in  a  place  the  belter  the 
fishing. 

"  I  write  this  that  those  sent  to  settle  afli'air.s  may  have  jiower  as  far  as  Cape 
Frilis.  I  think  a  draught  [chart]  ought  to  be  ilrawu  of  that  place.  There  is  room 
for  five  hundred  sail."  ' 

The  Enolisli  settlements  north  of  Bonavista  grew  so  rapidly  that 
in  1 782  the  counnodore  was  instructed  to  include  in  his  "  scheme  "  an 
account  of  Fogo,  Tw'illingate,  and  any  other  places  lie  thought  fit,  but 
none  appears  to  have  been  furnished  until  that  of  Captain  Vaiibrugh  in 
i7:W. 

The  most  important  particulars  then  were : — 

Hoats    Hoiits  Rc- 

risliing  Sn<'k  Piisscn    of  Fish-  of  In-    H.vc-               Sciil  In       iiitiincd 

Ships.  Ships.   Kt'is.         iiiif       hiilii-    lioiit-  Fish.    Oil.     Furs.  Fnmi-      Fnrm-  hiibi-      liist 

Ships,     tiints.   men.             Vnliic.  Viihie.  lii's.         era.     tants.  Wintor. 
Qntls.      £          i^ 

Foiro           .         7         i           71)             M           21        135    IIMIIK)     770       HOO  21          None     215         IW 

Twilliiiiralc         2  3  .")U  8  Iti        i;)()   12.lKtO    HO        100  1(1  Nono     184         Va 

In  1739,  38G  persons  remained  during  the  winter.  In  1742  Fogo 
and  Twillingate  were  credited  with  making  J;2,550  from  seal  oil.' 

These  official  returns  prove  conclusively  the  English  occupation 
prior  to  1708,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  there  were  a  number  of 
smaller  settlements  which  never  made  any  returns. 

Palliser,  in  his  report  of  17t>8,  says  Twillingate  was  never  formerly 
used  I'V  the  French  ;  and  the  master  of  the  Bon  Avti  admitted  that 
he  received  an  extra  bounty  fiom  the  French  Government  to  fish  there, 
in  order  to  anno}'  and  drive  away  the  English  settlers. 

There  are  entries  in  the  books  of  Messrs.  Gundry,  Bridport,  showing 
luircliases  of  nets,  lines,  and  cordage  by  the  Nobles  as  far  back  as  17C0, 
iind  thirty  years  later  (17i>0)  Rowsell's  accounts  with  tliis  most  ancient 
firm  showed  veiy  large  dealings  and  very  extensive  fisheiy  operations. 

'  Records,  Board  of  Trade,  yewfoundhind. 


(■■         i. 


DISPUTES  WITH  THE  FRENCH. 


281 


amounting  in  some  cases  to  £1,000  for  the  year.  John  Shido  of  Poole, 
who  cafried  on  business  in  Twillingate  early  in  the  eisj^liteenth  century', 
died  in  1792,  leaving  a  fortune  computed  at  £70,000  sterling,  all  made 
out  of  the  Newfoundland  trade. 

All  these  facts  form  a  complete  answer  to  the  French  contention 
that  tlie  English  never  occupied  any  place  north  of  Cape  Honavista 
l)rior  to  1703.  It  is  well  known  that  during  the  celebrated  Seven 
Years'  War  which  commenced  in  175(5  the  French  virtually  abandoned 
Newfoundland  ;  they  were  chased  from  tlie  North  American  seas  by 
British  cruisers  during  the  ten  yeai-s  prior  to  1703,  and  English 
fishermen  occupied  all  the  de.serted  French  e.stablishments  as  far  north 
as  Quirpon.  There  is  abundant  evidence  on  this  point  from  the  lec  )rds. 
Many  years,  however,  prior  to  1703  there  were  British  settlements 
sparsely  scattered  all  aroinid 

Green    Bay     and     along    the       rT~^rrr~~'7%I72o?^'^ 
Newfoundland      coast      from 
Cape  Bonavista  to  C.ipe  John. 

By  the  treaty  of  Utrecht 
the  boundaries  of  the  New- 
foundland coast  on  which  the 
French  were  permitted  to  fish 
extended  from  the  well-known 
l)()int  Cape  Bonavista  to  Point 
Riche.  'J'he  French  claimed 
that  Point  Riche  was  Cape 
Ray,  citing  in  proof  of  their 
contention  a  map  of  Hermami 
Moll.  The  merchants  and 
planters  of  Newfoundland,  in 
a  petition  pri}sented  to  Par- 
liament in  1710,  declared  the 
Point  should  be  fixed  at  fi<ty 
and  one-lialf  degrees  o!  North 
latitude.  A  letter  was  found 
from  Prior,  settling  the  limits,  and  was  admitted  by  the  French  as 
conclusive,  in  1704. 

Later  on  our  opponents  alleged  that  they  had  found  a  map  drawn 
by  Jean  Denys,  to  which  reference  had  been  made  in  the  negotiation 
of  1713,  which  placed  Point  Riche  at  4U ',  upon  the  borders  and  to  the 
north  of  the  Bay  of  Three  Islands  (Bay  of  Islands),  now  called  North 

'  Moll  wiis  led  ustriiy  bv  Lii  Hoiitaii,  wlio  interior  of  f'anudu  was  iilso  mainly  derived 
was  then  iu  Loudon.     Moll's  knowledge  of  the       from  Lii  Hontan. 
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Head.  "  TliiH,"  Haid  the  Abbu  Reyiuil,  "was  a  rensonaMo  and  just 
"  demand,  and  yet  the  French,  who  ventured  to  freciuent  the  contested 
"  space,  expwcienced  the  loss  and  disgiaco  of  luiving  their  boats 
"  confiscated."  This  dispute  continued  between  tlie  two  nations  until 
177iS.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  both  nations  showed  a  maivellou.s  ignorance 
of  geography  ;  Point  Riche  is  really  situated  a  little  to  the  north  of 
Ingomachois  Bay. 

There  weie  other  difficulties  with  the  French  besides  the  question  of 
Point  Riche.  Many  English  settlers  had  fishing  e>tablishments  and 
dwelling-houses  north  of  Cape  Bonavista ;  the  Fnnch  claimed  that 
they  interfered  with  their  fi.shery  rights  un<ler  the  treaty,  and  that  they 
should  be  removed.     The  English  Government,  as  usual,  did  nothing. 

Tliis  question  arose  again  in  a  still  more  troublesome  and  compli- 
cited  form  in  17G3,  at  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  when  there  was  a  still  larger 
Eni^lish  set'lement,  extending  from  Bonavista  to  Cape  John,  some  stray 
English  fishermen  having  fixed  establishments  as  far  north  even  as 
Quirpon.  An  Irishman — a  Mr.  Dunien — was  so  obstreperous  in  his 
altercations  with  the  French  at  St.  JulianV,  that  Adniix\d  Palliser  ordered 
him  to  be  banished  from  the  Colony.  - 
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Whilst  the  French  had  occupied  Placentia,  all  the  best  places  on  the 
beach,  and  the  most  convenient  positions  for  fishing  stations,  had  been 
appropriated  by  the  Governor  and  his  officers ;  a  regular  part  of  the 
business  of  the  soldiers,  marines,  and  sailors  was  to  catch  fish  for  their 
masters  ;  a  small  share  was  allowed  them,  but,  of  course,  the  lion's  portion 
went  to  the  officers.  1  he  Frenchmen  complained  bitterly  that  they  had 
not  so  much  beach  nxjm  and  conveniences  for  the  fishery  at  Louihbourg 
as  they  had  enjoyed  for  many  years  at  Placentia. 

When  the  English  took  pos.session,  Governor  Moody  and  his  suc- 
cessor, Governor  Gledhill,  followed  the  same  practice  as  tl.eir  prede- 
cessoi-s  ;  Moody,  and  some  of  his  subordinates,  bought  out  the  French 
officers,  and,  as  we  have  seen  before,  their  ri!j;hts  were  confirmed.  This 
niilitaiy  dominion  and  military  trading  was  too  much  for  the  West 
Countrymen,  and  a  peremptory  order  was  sent  to  the  lieutenant- 
governor  of  Placentia,  Colonel  Gledhill,  putting  an  end  to  theii-  trading 
land  fishing.  In  defence  of  the  officers,  it  should  be  lemembered  that 
tliey  were  always  very  badly  paid,  often  not  paid  at  all,  and  frequently 
in  arrear.  They  had  no  alternative  but  to  eke  out  a  living  in  some 
way. 

Other  peculiarities  were  copied  from  the  French  ;  in  Placentia  disputes 
w^eie  decided  according  to  French  rules,  and  it  was  some  consideiable 
time   before   Plaisance   became   a   thoioughly  English   settlement   and 
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s  'ttlod  flown  to  Enfflish  ways.     It  remainod  umk-r  the  goverament  of 
Nova  Scotia  until  1729. 

In  the  records  we  find  an  account  of  a  lar^e  .salmon  fishory  carricil 
on  by  Mr.  Skeffington,  from  Bonavista,  between  Cape  Eon!>vista  and 
Ca))e  John,  which  it  is  expressly  .stated  was  never  used  by  tishiii<^  H'dp.s. 
After  considerable  delay  and  a  reference  to  the  law  offi  ers  of  the 
Cr  )wn,  SkefRngton  obtained  a  grant  in  1723  for  twenty-one  years  in  a 
sole  fishery  for  salmon  in  Frediwater  Bay,  Ragged  HaiViour,  Ga-ider  Bay, 
and  Dog  Creek.  Ab  )iit  this  time  the  salmon  fishery  was  also  extended 
to  Exploits  and  various  other  rivers  in  Notre  Dame  Bay,  and  with  this 
new  enterprise  there  was  a  corresponding  increase  of  tl.'e  resident 
English  population  in  this  portion  of  the  Colony. 


OBEAT  AUK, 

From  the  English  filot,  -tysa. 

The  whole  of  this  period,  1714'  to  1727,  was  like  the  heavy  prosaic 
Hanoverian  monarch — dull,  uneventful,  peaceful,  and  prosperous.  Popu- 
lation and  the  fishery  increased  considerably;  the  tra<!e  with  England 
for  iirovisions  almost  entirely  ceased ;  salt  beef,  pork,  butter,  liacon,  all 
came  from  Ireland  ;  fresh  meat,  live  stock,  corn,  flour,  lumbev,  lime,  and 
bricks  were  all  imported  from  the  North  American  colonies :  woollen 
cloths  were  largely  shipped  from  Iieland  ;  linen,  &c.  from  France  and 
Spain,  and  fiom  the  latter  country  iron,  for  which  the  Basque  provinces 
have  always  been  famous. 

Tue  tyranny  of  tl)e  fishing  admirals  s'ill  prevailed,  ijut  it  was  very 
much  tempered  by  the  interference  of  the  nav.d  officers,  who  assumed 
their  functions,  and  in  a  rough-and-ready  soit  of  way  administered 
justice.  The  want  of  a  ruler  and  a  settled  government  was  felt  acutely 
at  this  periol ;  representation  after  representation  was  made  to  the  home 
Government  on  the  suliject,  and,  at  last,  after  many  delays,  in  1729,  a 
Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  was  appointed. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

liEiaX   OF  GEORGE   II. 

yj2-j-iy6o. 

172II. — Lord  Vere  ReaiicUTc  recomiiiciKlcMl  for  firnt  (Jovornor,  but  Captain  Osborne,  H.X., 
fv<'titiiiill.v  appointed  (iovornor  and  Connnandor-in-'Jhief;  I'laountiit  placed  under 
liiiii;  Island  divided  into  Nix  distriutt* ;  J. I'.'s  appointed  ;  contexts  betuetu  <i.xliing 
admirals  and  justices  ;  (Jstiorne's  letter  to  the  l)nke  of  No*castlo  ;  J.  P.  Tuj'Ior, 
of  St.  John's,  allowed  to  open  a  shop  in  ISoston. 

1730. — Court  House  and  Prison  at  St.  John's  eonipleted  in  Sejiteniber.  St.  John's 
nuifjistrutes  threaten  to  resign  on  account  of  indifjiiilies  and  obstructions  expected 
during  the  winter. 

17,31. — Captain  Clinton,  U.N.,  appointed  Governor. 

I7.'li5. — Captain  Falkinham.  1{.\.,  of  H.M.S.  liurseleij  Giilli'i/,  Governor;  Governors 
reipiesled  to  furnish  account  of  inhabitants,  A(c.  ut  Fogo  and  Twiilingate. 

1733. — Lord  Mu.skerry,  Governor. 

173.'). — Great  complaints  of  French  competition  in  F.uroi)ean  fish  markets. 

1 737. — Court  of  ( )jer  and  Terminer  appointed,  ow  ing  to  inconvenience  of  trying  two  cases 
of  murder  in  l(3t).     Captain  Vanbrugh,  It.N.,  (Jovernor. 

17;iS. — Cajjtain  Vanbrugh's  account  of  inhabitants  at  Fogo  ami  Twiilingate. 

1740. — Lord  George  Graham,  Captain,  It. X.,  Governor. 

1711. — 11(111.  .Ino.  IJyng,  K.X.,  Governor.  Mr.  William  Keen  appointed  Xaval  Officer 
to  collect  returns  about  the  fishery,  also  to  he  Health  Utlicer  and  Judge  of  the 
Vice-Admiralty  Court. 

1742. — War  between  France  and  Kiigland ;  Captain  Welch  prosecuted  at  lioston  for 
bringing  passeiiger.s  from  Newfoundland  without  reporting  them. 

1  743. — Captain  Hyng  appointed  Naval  Officer  to  prevent  smuggling. 

174.'>. — Louisbourg,  Cape  Hreton,  captured  by  I'epperell  mid  Admiral  Warren;  groat 
rejoicings  in  England  over  the  victory ;  won  principally  by  New  England 
troops  ;  Admiral  Wat.son,  Governor. 

1747. — Hritish-American  officers  recruiting  in  Ne\vfoundlan<l. 

174H. —  Peace  of  Aix-lu-Chapelle  between  England  and  France;  Loiiisboarg  restored  to 
France  ;  great  indignation  in  New  England ;  Col.  Bradstreet,  Lieut. -(Jovernor. 

1749. — Captain  George  Hrydges  Rodney,  U.N.,  Governor  (celebrated  as  Lord  Rodney). 

17.5(1. — Captain  Francis  W.  Tirake,  Governor,  ("ominissinn  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  to  try 
felons  in  Newfoundland.  U.  Carter,  Esq.,  J. P.  for  Ferryliind.  Murder  of 
William  Keen,  the  magistrate. 


17.')3. 
1754. 


-Confederation  of  Hritish  Xorth  American  Colonies  for  mutual  defence  against  the 
French.     Governor  Honfoy.     Grant  of  Isle  aitx  Hois  to  R.  Caner. 

-Lord  Haltiuiore  renewed  his  claim  upon  part  of  Avalon  ;  ruled  that   his   title  had 
lajised. 
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1759. — Itic'Imril  Dorril,  (iDvornor.  Itoiuin  Cititinlic*  |iriMPi<iitiMl  for  cflchnilliif  M4«» 
liniillrv  ri'|i<irts  from  Kojfn.  |itr<4('iK'o  of  forty  Krpiich  Hriiinl  Khipt  nurvoyinsf  i\"i 
fixhlnif ;  hIho  (Mptiiru  of  Krciicli  Npicy ;  roiiiplaint  liy  lliirlnmr  (iriii'v  fiiliin;; 
ii'lniiriil  of  ilfstnii'tiiiii  nt  property  by  li>o!<'.'  (.•li/irM''l>'r«  livjii;;  n\  liutH  n(  (inr  fiul 
of  the  liiirlxMir. 

17')(>. — Coiiiiiii'iu'fini'nl  of  tin-  Srvcii  Vciirs'  War. 

\''>". — I<<icul  Militiu  iippoiiilt'd  ;  .Micliiiel  <  iill,  .1.1'.,  honornry  colonel,  (lovvrnor  KiiwitnN. 
Small-pox  epiilciiiii.  Niiiiibei  of  Freiieh  prizi-N  cupturftl  t  u  onpliireil  Wulerfohl 
vexMel  ruciiptured  by  her  own  crew. 

l?.")'.*. — (^iiebef!  captured  by  Wolfe  )  great  power  of  Friinco  in  Americit  de^tri-.yed.  New 
KriKlish  cinirch  built  itt  St.  .lohn'a  ;  Itev.  Kdwurd  Lnnftnuiii,  iiiiniNler.  The 
Moliisses  .\et. 

17(10. — Governor  Webb  ;  (liindry's  of  liridport  riiipplyin^  line-,  unil  seini's  to  Noble  iit 
I-'ogo. 

The  period  covoreil  l\y  tlie  reijrn  of  the  .seeond  Fliuiovt'iiati  kiiiy' is 
distiiifjjuiHlied  l>y  two  of  tiie  most  stiriiiii,'  t-vt'ut.s  in  the  histdiy  of 
North  America,  tlie  capture  of  Loui,sl)onrj^  and  the  fall  of  (^uehec.  For 
Nevvfoundlaml  there  was  the  dawn  of  a  hrighter  day  :  En^dand  at  U.st 
determined  to  confer  the  ble.s.sitij^.s  of 
government  on  the  unfortunate  Colony. 

During  the  preceding  year.s  of  ])eace 
the  trade  and  fisheries  of  the  Island  hml 
wonderfidly  inerease<l.  The  average  catch 
for  the  years  174!>,  1750,  and  l7ol  was 
about  four  hundred  and  thirty  thousand 
quintals  of  fish  and  two  thou.sand  five 
hundred  tons  of  cod  oil ;  the  population 
had  become  about  six  thousand  permanent 
inhabitants. 

Whilst  no  rude  alarms  of  war  disturbed 
the  Newfoundland  colonists,  the  mother 
ccamtry  all  thi'ongh  this  reign  experienced 
the  perils  and  dangers  of  '45 — the  Jacobite 
rebellion.     The    air  was    full   of   war    and 

Warlike  preparations.  To  the  alarm  caused  by  Prince  Chai'les  Edward 
we  owe  the  ettieient  fortification  of  St.  John's,  Trinity,  Carbonear,  Ferry- 
land,  and  the  maintenance  of  garrisons  and  artillery  ;  it  was  all  allowe<l 
to  fall  into  decay  just  before  the  French  again  iriade  another  successful 
attack  on  St.  John's. 

Acting  on  the  most  urgent  representations  of  the  naval  connnanders 
the  Ministry  determined  to  appt)int  a  Governor.  The  Committee  of 
Council  had  recommended  that  Lord  Vere  Beauclerc,  who  h.ad  been 
Commodore  on  the  Newfoundland  station,  should  be  appointed — 

"Governor  and  CoiTiiimnder-in-chief  in  and  over  the  I.^land  of  Nowfonndland, 
our  fort  and  garrison  at  Placontia,  and  all  forts  and   garrisons  erui'tod  and  to  be 
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erected  in  the  Island,  with  authoiity  to  appoint  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  to  croct 
Court  Houses  and  Prisons  ;  that  a  person  skilled  in  the  Liws  should  be  sent 
annually  to  the  Island  with  His  Majesty's  Commission  of  Oyer  and  Terminer ;  and 
that  Placentia  should  bo  separated  from  tlie  Government  of  Nova  Scotia  and 
placed  under  the  control  of  Newfoundland." 

As  usual  witli  tho  Home  Government,  this  wise  and  pi-actical 
metisure  was  frustrated  and  maired  in  its  execution  ;  instead  of  the 
le.irned  counsel  skilled  in  the  law  being  sent  out,  it  was  thought  (luite 
surticient  to  forwunl  copies  of  the  Acts  of  Parliament  and  eleven  sets 
of  "  Shaw's  Practical  Justice  of  the  Peace,"  impressed  on  the  covers  in 
gold  letters — Placentia,  St.  John's,  Carboneer,  Bay  of  Bulls,  St.  Mary's, 
Trepassey,  Ferry  land,  B«y  de  Verd,  Trinity  Bay,  Bonavista,  and  Old 
Parlekin,  in  Newfoundland.  This  ancient  ^reatise — as  dull  and  pedantic 
as  were  all  law  hooks  l)efore  Blackstone  wrote  in  the  language  of  a 
scholar,  and  with  the  style  of  a  gentleman — were  to  guide  the  Gove-nor 
in  all  matters  of  justice ;  in  place  of  a  lawyer  to  advise  him,  he  was  to 
have  unintellinible  law  books. 

Instead  of  the  able  and  energetic  Lord  Yere,'  who  had  experience  of 
the  Colon}',  and  was  both  a  politician  and  a  naval  officer,  a  subordinate, 
Captain  Henry  Osborne,  Connnander  H.M.S.  Squirrel,  was  appointed 
the  first  Governor  of  Newfoundland. 

Osborne  proved  himself  a  painstaking,  honest,  and  conscientious 
ruler,  but  he  had  neither  the  v.- eight  nor  the  strength  of  will  to  contend 
successfully  with  the  great  difficulties  that  surrounded  him  ;  he  was  both 
badly  advised  and  badly  supported  by  the  Home  Government. 

The  Governoi",  in  all  his  ways  and  works,  was  vigorously  attacked 
by  the  West  Country  adventurers.  1  hey  argued,  with  a  show  of  reason, 
that  their  fishing  admirals  had  autliority  under  an  Act  of  Parliament, 
whilst  Osborne's  justices  derived  their  authority  only  from  one  estate 
of  the  realm,  the  king  ;  of  course,  the  great  mistake  made  was  in  not 
passing  an  Act  of  Parliament  for  the  government  of  Newfoundland  and 
the  establishment  of  courts  of  justice. 

SuKservient  Crown  lawyers  in  the  Georgian  era  might  hold  that  the 
king  had  absolute  power  over  the  plantations,  and  coidd,  by  his  more 
motion,  create  governments  and  constitutions  and  courts  of  law  for  the 
Colony.  Intelligent  public  opinion  took  a  diffeient  view  ;  independent 
lawyers  advised  that  an  Act  of  Parliauient  was  necessary  for  the 
cjnstitution,  law,  and  government  of  the  Island,  but  from  this  date  until 

'  Lord  Vere  would  hn>'C  had  to  vacate  his       wanted    his    vote,   so  this   arraugemcnt   Icil 
seat  in  Parliarnciit  on  accept  iiig  an  ottioe  of       througii. 
emolument  under    the  Crowu  ;  the  Ministry 
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1791  the  necessary  measure  was  not  passed  ;  in  consequence  there  wjis 
notliing  but  contention,  confusion,  and  uncertainty, 
explains  the  new  Governor's  proceedings: — 


The  fullovving  letter 


"  GovEnxoR  Osborne  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

••  St.  John's  Newfoundland,  14th  October  1729. 

"  TransTnits  to  His  Grace  particulars  of  his  proceedings  since  his  arrival  in 
Newlou  nil  laud  ;  as  the  principal  powers  ho  had  to  execute  were  establishiD<» 
Justices  of  the  Peace  and  other  Ministers  of  Justice,  has  divided  the  Island  into 
convenient  Diritricts  and  has  appointed  over  each — of  those  the  little  tin;o  I  have 
been  here  would  admit  me  to  visit — out  of  the  Inhabitants  and  Planters  of  the 
best  characters — such  a.  number  of  justices  of  the  Peace  and  Constables  accordintr 
to  the  bigness  of  the  fishery  they  preside  over,  as  ho  judged  necessaiy,  in  case  thev 
did  their  dutj-,  to  preserve  peace  and  tiuietness  in  the  Island.  Further  particulars 
of  which  he  has  enclosed  for  His  Grace's  approbation,  as  likewise  a  copy  of  the 
Commission  <>;iven  to  justices  drawn  up  in  the  best  maTiner  he  was  capable  of  doing 
not  being  well  acquainted  with  forms  of  such  Commissions  ror  with  powers  granted 
him  not  having  time  enough  to  prepare  himself  with  them  before  he  received  His 
Majesty's  commands  to  be  gone.  In  consideiation  of  which  he  begs  His  Grace  to 
look  favourably  upon  it.  Could  set  apart  no  house  proper  for  a  prison  and  in 
regard  many  delinquents  escape  with  impunity  for  want  of  places  to  secure  them, 
has  ordered  a  rate  presented  to  him  by  justices  of  the  Peace  of  little  burthen  to 
the  people,  to  be  raised  in  Districts  of  St.  John's  and  P'errylantl  for  building  a 
prison  in  each  of  these  places — rate  half  r.  quintal  of  Merchantable  fish  per  boat, 
and  half  a  quintaj  for  every  boat's  room,  including  the  ships  rooms  of  those 
fishing  on  the  Eanks  that  have  no  boats,  with  like  proportionable  rate  upon 
persons  in  trade  and  not  concerned  in  t'uo  fishery  and  onl^'  for  one  fishiii"- 
season. 

'•  For  punishing  of  p"tty  crimes  has  erected  several  pairs  of  stocks.  Makes  no 
doubt  but  all  these  measures  will  be  sutticient  to  suppress  great  disorders  in  the 
Island.  But  what  is  yet  to  be  feared  is  that  as  the  best  of  these  magistrates  are 
but  mcen  people  and  not  used  to  be  subject  to  any  Government,  that  no  longer 
than  they  have  a  superior  amongst  them  will  they  be  obedient  to  any  orders  that 
are  given.  Besides  these  measures  my  Lord  Yere  and  he  have  done  many  acts  of 
justice  to  iidiabitants  and  planters  and  particularly  at  Placentia  where  tliey  ha ' 
restored  several  Planters  which  Col.  Gledhill  had  unjui^tly  dispossessed  for  several 
years  and  apprehend  would  have  taken  from  him  n.any  more  wbich  he  holds  ijy 
very  unjust  '  Tenners,'  had  the  proper  propri,:cc>rs  been  on  the  spot  to  have 
sued." 

By  September  1730  the  (Jovernor  hud  the  .satisfaction  of  coinpletino* 
his  new  court  house  and  prison  in  St.  John's  ;  he  hoped  hi.s  .stocks  and 
his  jails  would  be  a  sufficient  terror  to  evil  doers  and  to  all  his  opjxments. 
The  opposition,  however,  to  the  Governor's  authority  increased 
rather  than  diminished.  The  admirals  declared  the  justices  were  only 
Winter  Jasticef^,  and  accordingly  they  had  licen.sod  public-houses, 
seized,  fined,  and  whipped  at  their  pleasure,  and  entirely  .set  a>«ide  his 
new-fledged  magistrates.  Their  worships  were  not  the  men  to  resist 
these  bullying  old  ship-fishermen.     In  September  1730,  ju.st  before  the 
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Governor  sailed,  the  St.  Joiin's  magistrates,  Win.  Keen,  William  Weston, 
and  A.  Southniayd,  wrote  : — 

"  They  have  reason  to  think  that  they  are  like  to  meet  wiih  some  obstructions 
in  the  execution  of  their  office  from  Admirals  whose  authority  is  limited  to  disputes 
relating  to  the  fishery,  but  who  oppose  all  authority  but  their  own.  Eather  than 
suffer  any  indignities  as  justices  shall  resign  their  authority." 

The  Attorney-Gener  d  very  properly  advised  that  Osborne's  taxes 
were  illegal ;  he  suggested  there  should  be  a  grand  jury  to  fix  the 
rates,  and  that  they  should  be  assessed,  not  on  property,  but  on 
persons, — a  nice  distinction  which  the  Newfoundlanders  do  not  seem  to 
have  appreciated.  No  doubt  the  Ci'own  could  appoint  justices,  it  is 
part  of  the  prerogative.  When,  however,  it  came  to  the  creation  of  a 
superior  court  of  record  and  taxation,  it  was  clear  that  th-  ithoj-ity 
of  an  Act  of  Parliament  was  required.  After  a  time  this  fu  c  dawned 
upon  the  authorities  at  home.  The  contest  between  the  Western 
Adventurers  and  the  fishing  admirals  on  one  side,  and  the  Governors 
and  the  justices  on  the  other,  continued  for  more  than  half  a 
century. 

The  merchants  declared  that  some  of  the  justices  were  New  England 
men — probably  reftrring  to  M.  Gill,  who  was  a  provincial,  and  that 
they  supplied  the  fishermen  with  intoxicating  licjuors  at  higher  rates 
than  the  merchants.  Their  great  offence,  however,  was  that  they 
sunnnoned  masters  and  merchants  to  pay  wages— an  unknown  thing 
in  the  Colony — the  merchants  having  been  specially  exempted  from  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  fishing  admirals. 

Owing  to  an  affray  in  Torbay,  in  which  one  of  the  ancient  family 
of  Gosse  was  killed  by  a  man  called  Blackmore,  and  another  case 
of  nuirder  by  one  Steele,  with  the  expense  and  delay  of  sending  home 
the  accused  antl  the  witnesses  for  trial,  generally  at  Exeter.  In  1737  in 
Governor  Vanbrugh's  L'onnnission  a  clause  was  inserted  giving  him 
aiithorit}'  to  hold  one  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  whilst  he  was 
lesident  in  the  Coldtiy,  but  not  to  suffer  any  sentence  to  be  executed 
"  till  report  thereof  be  made  to  His  Miije.'ity." 

When  the  Commission  went  before  the  Privy  Council,  the  clause 
was  struck  out ;  it  was  ultimately  granted  in  Governor  Drake's  Com- 
mission in  17")0.  All  these  difficulties  about  creating  an  efficient  court 
of  justice  were  really  prompted  by  West  Ct>untry  influence,  and  l)y 
narrow  coirmercial  jealousl}^ ;  they  lasted  until  about  tlie  year  1<S2<S. 
The  story  of  the  fight  against  the  Courts  and  Government  was  as  bitter 
a  controversy  as  the  design  to  extu'pate  the  settlers. 

In  following  the  course  of  our  history  through  this  period  we  find 
amongst  our  naval  Governors  such  distinguished  names  as  Lord  George 
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Grahara  in  1740,  and  the  Hon.  Jolin  Byng  in  1741.  In  this  year 
Mr.  William  Keen,  a  merchant  of  St.  John's,  one  of  the  first  justices, 
was  appointed  Naval  Officer,  Health  Officer  for  the  port,  and  Judge  of 
the  Vice-Admiralty  Court — another  attempt  to  create  a  court  of  justice, 
which  subsequently  led  to  a  curious  conflict  between  this  tribunal  and 
the  rival  civil  co'-rt. 

In  1742  war  was  declared  between  France  and  England,  and  in  1745 
that  most  brilliant  victory — the  capture  of  Louisbourg — was  achieved  by 
the  American  colonists  under  the  gallant  Pepperell  and  Admiral  Warren. 
The  siege  was  being  carried  on  under  great  dilKculties,  until  the  timely 
arrival  of  the  English  squadron  from 
Newfoundland  gave  the  besiegers 
the  necessary  additional  force  and 
supplies  to  capture  the  great  French 
fortress. 

When  the  French  retired  from 
Placentia  in  1713,  Cape  Breton 
became  the  head-quarters  of  their 
fishery.^  Always  bent  on  iiggression, 
they  spent  millions  of  dollars  in 
raising  a  great  fortress  at  Louisbourg. 
The  fishery  carried  on  by  the  French 
in  Cape  Breton,  St.  John's  Island 
(Prince  Edward's  Island),  Gasp^,  and 
Newfoundland  employed  at  this  time 
sixteen  thousand  men.  France  was 
at  the  height  of  her  power  in 
North  America.  Her  constant  raids 
and  insidious  attacks  on  the  neigh- 
bouring colonies  raised  such  a  spirit 

of  resentment  in  New  England  that,  immediately  the  war  broke  out  in 
1742,  preparations  were  commenced  for  an  attack  on  the  great  Island 
fortress. 

Both  in  England  and  Bi'itish  America  the  fall  of  Louisbourg  was 
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'  Besides  the  fishery  the  French  carried 
on  a  large  smuggling  business  in  Cape 
Hretou  i  French  brandy,  silits,  Ike,  and  West 
India  produce  were  clandestinely  exchanged 
with  New  England  traders  for  fish,  fur, 
lumber,  flour,  &c.  Whole  cargoes  of  English 
Newfoundland  fish  were  exchanged  with  the 

/    p.  2729. 


French  traders.  AH  North  America  joined 
in  this  exte'ui/e  smuggling  trade,  and  in 
cheating  the  French  and  English  govern- 
ments. The  very  fortifications  of  Louisbourg, 
iu  defiance  of  laws  which  prohibited  trading 
with  the  enemy,  were  built  with  Yankee  bricks, 
boards,  lime,  and  stone. 
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hiiiled  with  a  far  wilder  excitement  and  enthusiasm  than  the  fall  of 
S(jbast«jpol  in  our  own  days.  In  1747,  when  a  French  attack  to  recover 
the  fortress  was  expected,  Shirley  and  Pepperell's  officers  were  busy 
recruiting  all  over  the  provinces ;  many  soldiers  for  the  service  were 
obtained  from  Newfoundland.  At  the  Peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  in 
1748,  Cape  Breton  was  restored  to  Fiance.  New  England  was  naturally 
indignant  over  this  base  surrender  of  a  conquest  achieved  at  the  cost  of 
so  many  valuable  lives,  which  they  looked  on  with  just  pride,  not  only 
as  a  proof  of  their  own  pi'owess,  but  also  as  a  material  guarantee  for  the 
security  of  their  fisheries  and  commerce.  Thej''  were  furious  that  this 
great  foitrcf-.s  should  be  given  up  in  exchange  for  "  a  petty  factory 
(Madras)  in  tlie  East  Indi  s."  The  Colonies,  after  a  time,  received 
£235,200  sterling  to  recou  ^  jnse  them  for  their  expenditure  incurred  in 
the  capture  of  Louisbourg.  Colonel  John  Bradstieet  of  Massachusetts, 
who  had  distinguished  himself  in  the  siege,  was  made  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  St.  John's,  our  second  colonial  ruler.^ 

In  1749  arrived  the  most  distinguished  of  our  early  naxal  governors 
— Captain  George  Brydges  Rodney  -  —  the  heroic  admiral  who  broke 
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'  Bradstreet,  whose  nnme  appears  in  our 
records  as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  St.  John's 
in  1749,  was  a  very  distinjiuished  American 
officer.  Ik'sides  his  brilliant  .services  at 
Louis'tiourg,  lie  was  conspicuous  for  his 
{Talliintry  in  several  other  encounters  with  the 
French.  In  the  absence  of  the  Commodore 
he  was  the  real  Governor  of  the  Colony  for 
nine  months  of  the  year. 

John  Rradstreet,  soldier,  born  in  Horblin<r, 
England,  in  1711  ;  died  in  New  York  city, 
ii.'ith  September  1774.  When  a  young  officer 
he  was  sent  to  join  the  Hritish  forces  in 
America,  wiiere  he  remained  for  the  rest  of  his 
life.  In  174r>  he  served  with  the  expedition 
against  Louisbourg.  as  lieutenant-colonel  of 
PepiiercU's  (York,  Me.)  ivgiment,  and  contri- 
buted largel}'  to  its  success  by  his  zeal,  activity, 
and  judgment,  and  by  his  particular  knowledge 
of  the  circumstances  of  the  place.  On  the  .")th 
of  September  1745,  he  was  made  a  captain, 
and  on  IGth  September  174(3,  was  appointed  to 
the  lieutenant-governorship  ot  St.  John's, 
Tsewlc.indbiiid,  a  sinecure.  In  17.").">  lie  was 
ordered  by  General  Hraddoek  to  Oswego,  and 
became  the  adjutant-general  to  Governor 
Shirley.  During  the  following  summer  he 
conveyed  from  Albany  a  great  (|uiintity  of 
stores,  with  six  months'  provisions,  to 
Dswego,  and  on  bis  return  from  the  fort  wn" 
attacked  by  a  strong  party  of  French  wlnmi 
be  defeated. 

In  ?\Iarch   I7.")7  he  was  appointed  to   a 
company    in      lie     OOtli    Hegiuient,     Eoyal 


American,  and  in  December  was  male 
lieutenant-colonel  and  deputy  quartermaster- 
general  with  the  rank  of  colonel.  On  27th 
August  17.58,  he  captured  Fort  Frontenac, 
which  he  razed  to  the  ground,  and  destroyed 
such  stores  as  could  not  be  removed.  He 
served  under  Amherst  in  his  expedition 
against  Ticonderaga  and  Crown  Point  in 
175'.),  received  his  colonelcy  in  February 
1702,  and  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  major- 
general  on  35th  May  1772.  During  Pontiac's 
war  he  commanded  an  expedition  against  the 
western  Indians,  with  whom  he  negotiated 
a  treaty  of  peace  in  Detroit  7th  Seiitember 
1764. 

-  Kodney,  next  to  Nelson  the  most 
renowned  British  naval  hero,  when  appointed 
Commodore,  Governor,  and  ( 'ommander-in- 
Chief  in  Xewfoundlaiid,  in  174'.),  was  only 
thirty-one;  he  was  a  post  captain  at  twenty- 
four,  and  two  years  beiore  coming  to  the 
Cdlony  bad  distinguished  himstlfiii  llnwke's 
great  victory  off  Ushaiit.  As  (ioverncr  of 
the  Island  Kodney  showed  shrewd  com  iinn 
sense,  firmness,  a  great  regard  for  justice  a'ld 
fair  play, and,  what  is  most  remarkable  inthit 
ag.',  a  kindly  benevolent  feeling  for  our 
hardv  t'lilers  of  the  sea  ;  he  carefully  protected 
then  from  their  grasping  emjiloyers.  As 
Wellington  has  been  immortalized  in  a  boot, 
so  Kodney  is  for  ever  remembered  in  the 
name  of  a  small  boat.  One  remarkable  event 
in  Kodiiey's  life  shows  the  cliaraeter  of 
the  age.     Disappointed   at  not  obtaining  the 
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the  line,  an<l  achieved  the  great  victory  over  the  French  in  the  West 
Indies.  In  Rodney's  time  the  Newfoundland  appointment  was  one 
of  the  coveted  prizes  of  the  service.  Though  a  very  young  man, 
Rodney  showed  marked  ability.  In  giving  instructions  to  his  sur- 
rogate, Lieutenant  Frankknd,  R.N,,  lieutenant  of  H.M.S.  Rainbow,  he 
says : — 

"  In  case    any  other  complaints    shall    appear    before  yon    of   crimes    and 
misdemeanours  committed  upon  the  Lind  you  have  fall  power  and  authority  to 

adjudge  and  determine  the  same  according 
to  the  custom  of  the  country  and  the  lest 
of  your  judgment." 

Govei-nor  Rodney  figures  largely 
in  our  colonial  records.  Two  letters 
of  his  are  characteristic ;  one  is  in 
reply  to  George  Garland,  and  the 
magistrates  in  Harbour  Grace,  who 
asked  leave  to  reduce  the  servants' 
wages  on  account  of  a  bad  fishery  : — 

"  In  regard  to  what  you  have  laid 
before  me  concerning  the  merchants' 
request  that  the  servants  may  bear  an 
equal  proportion  with  them  in  their  losses — 
I  can  by  no  moans  approve  of  it,  as  both 
law  and  enuity  declare  the  labourer  to  b3 
worthy  of  his  hire. 

"  Mr.  Drake  and  myself  would  be  glad 

to  ease  the  merchants  in   all   that  lay   in 

our  power,  but  we  are  by  no  means  capablo 

of    committing    so    flagrant    a    piece    of 

injustice  as  desired  to  serve  any  people  whatever.     I  have  only  one  question  to  ask 

namely :  had  the  season  been  good,  in  proportion  as  it  has  proved  bad,  would  the 

nerchants  or  boat  keepers  have  raised  the  men's  wages  ? 

"  I  am  Sir 

"  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant 
"To  G.  B.  E. 

"  George  Garland  Esq."      •       , 


lORD  RODNEY. 

From  an  cnoraving  after  Ueynohh. 


Governorship  at  Jamaica,  'Rocliiey  was  living 
in  I'aris  ;  by  election  i-vpenses  and  high  play 
lie  was  in  terrible  money  diffieulties.  On  the 
hreakinp  out  of  the  war  he  was  in  great  .straits  ; 
from  this  he  was  relieved  by  liis  noble  Freneh 
friend  Mareehal  Riron,  and  enabled  to  tf.ke 
command  and  destroy  the  prestige  of  the 
French  Navy.  When  tlie  French  Prince 
1  hilippo  Egalite  as^ked  Rodney  what  wonld 
happen  if  he,  the  Dako,  met  the  English  at, 
sea  off  Ih-est  :    "  That  your    Highness    will 


have  an  opjiortanity  of  learning  Fni^lish," 
was  the  Admiral's  ready  answer.  Within  two 
years  he  had  taken  two  Spanish,  one  Freneh, 
and  one  Dutch  admiral,  anil  on  the  9fli  of 
Ajiril  1782  eame  his  crowning  victory  over 
l)e  Grasse  at  Dominica,  when  he  broke  thj 
line.  Kodney  was  rennirkable  for  decision, 
boldness  in  attack,  anrl  confident  self- 
reliance;  these  (|ualities  were  conspicuous  in 
liis  character  both  as  a  young  commodore 
and  as  an  experienced  and  victorious  admiral. 
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The  other  letter  is  to  the  same  Harbour  Grace  iniigistrates,  about 
their  neglect  to  summon  John  Pike,  who  was  charged  with  cruelly 
whipping  David  Careen  and  Michael  Moreen.  Pike,  after  a  sharp 
reprimand  from  Rodney  to  the  magistrates,  appeared  before  the  court  on 
the  25th  of  September.     He  was  fined  £25  sterling  and  costs  in  Careen 

and  Moreen's  cases,  and  ordered  to 
pay  £100  to  Amos  Vincent,  whose 
fish  he  had  seized  illegally.  The 
Governor  was  not  a  man  to  be 
triHed  with. 

Rodney  was  succeeded,  in  1750, 
by  Commodore  Francis  William 
Drake,  R.N.  He  appears  to  have 
been  Rodney's  senior  officer,  for 
whilst  in  the  Colony,  Rodney  acted 
as  his  surrojxate.  Drake  remained 
in  command  until  1752,  when 
Captain  Hugh  Bonfoy,  R.N., 
succeeded  him. 

Several  horrible  murders  were 
committed  about  this  time,  the 
most  notable  being  the  killing  of 
the  luagistvate,  William  Keen. 
Nhie  persons  were  involved 
in  it. 


FREDERICK  LORD  BALTIMORE. 

From  the  London  Magazine,  ij68. 


Four  were  hung,  two  the  day  after  the  convirtion,  and  two  the 
next  day  ;  the  other  five  were  respited  on  condition  of  their  leaving  the 
Colony.  Keen  was  murdered  partly  out  of  revenge  for  the  punishment 
of  a  man  cliarged  with  larceny,  and  partly  for  the  sake  of  money  he 
had  hid  under  his  bed.  The  details,  which  are  given  at  length  in 
the  records,  are  most  revolting.  A  woman,  dressed  in  man's  clothes, 
was  one  of  the  prime  instigators  of  this  horrible  crime ;  three  of 
the  muiderers  were  soldieis.  Tlie  principal  culpints  were  hung 
on  a  gallows  erected  at  the  end  of  Keen's  Wharf,  west  of  Hunter's 
Cove. 

/ 

Another  case  about  the  same  time  illustrates  the  curious  way  in 
which  justice  was  dispensed.  A  man  named  Martin  Doyle  was  chai'ged 
with  causing  f\ii^  death  of  his  servant  at  Bay  Bulls  in  a  drunken  fray. 
The  jury  acquitted  him  "  by  reason  no  man  saw  him  lift  hand  against 
"  the  deceased,  so  we  all  give  in  our  opinion  for  the  man  to  be  not 
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"  guilty."  Whereupon  Doyle  was  set  at  liberty  on  payment  of  the 
charges  of  the  court. 

In  1753  the  North  American  Colonies  coniVderated  for  mutual 
defence  against  the  French.  In  the  next  year  a  descendant  of 
Lord  Baltimore's  attempted  to  renew  his  claim  to  the  exclusive  posses- 
sion of  part  of  Avalon.  The  Council  decided  unanimously  that  the  title 
had  lapsed. 

We  find  from  the  records  that  the  defences  of  the  Colony  were 
considerable  compared  with  former  times  There  was  one  company  of 
infantry  and  a  train  of  artillery  in  St.  John's,  sixty-six  foot  and 
nineteen  artillerymen  at  Placentia.  Fort  William  mounted  in  1753  seven 
tvventv-four-pounders,  six  eighteen-pounders,  and  ten  six-pounders ; 
Fort  George — the  lower  gun  battery — thirteen  twenty-four-pounders, 
and  ten  guns  on  the  platform ;  and  the  isouth  side  battery — Fort 
Frederick — four  eighteen-pounders. 

In  this  year  a  grant  was  made  to  Robert  Carter,  of  Ferryland,  of 
Islo  aux  Bois,  descx'ibed  in  the  application  as  Little  Bog  Island.     In 

1755  Christopher  Bradley,  residing  at  Fogo,  reports  the  arrival  of  forty 
French  ships  on  the  north-east  coast,  engaged  in  the  fishery,  well 
armed,  and  surveying  the  harbours.  He  also  mentions  the  capture  of 
French  spies  at  Fogo.  In  the  next  year,  1756,  the  Seven  Yeai's'  War 
commenced,  and  the  French  virtually  abandoned  the  Newfoundland 
fishery,  English  fishermen  during  this  period  taking  possession  of  the 
French  fishing  establishments  at  Petit  Nord. 

Governor  DorriU's  administration  of  the  Government  in  1755  and 

1756  is  distinguished  by  intolerant  bigotry  and  the  persecution  of 
Eoman  Catholics  for  exercising  their  religion.  The  Governor  and  other 
officials  naively  lament  that  these  poor  Irish — hunted  down  like  wild 
beasts — were  disloyal.     W^hat  else  could  anyone  expect  them  to  be  ? 

In  1755  Governor  Dorrell  wrote  to  the  magistrates  of  Harbour 
Grace : — 

"Whereas  I  am  informed  that  a  Eoman  Catholic  priest  is  at  this  time  at 
Harbour  Grace,  and  that  he  publicly  read  mass,  which  is  contrary  to  law,  and 
against  the  peace  of  our  sovereign  lord  the  king.  You  are  hereby  required  and 
directed  on  the  receipt  of  this,  to  cause  the  said  priest  to  be  taken  into  custody  and 
sent  round  to  this  place.    In  this  you  are  not  to  fail." 

The  magistrate  replied  : — ■ 

"  As  concerning  the  Roman  priest  of  whom  you  were  informed  that  he  read 
public  mass  at  Harbour  Grace,  it  was  misrepresented,  it  was  at  a  place  called 
Caplin  Cove,  somewhat  below  the  Harbour ;  for  if  he  read  it  in  the  Harbour  I 
should  have  known  it  and  would  have  secured  him.  After  he  was  informed  that  I 
had  intelligence  of  him,  immediately  [he]  left  the  place,  and  yesterday  [I]  was 
informed  he  was  gone  to  Hiirbour  Main." 


:  ii-iT,-,:^xfaSS:'^i:-Ai>' 


k>i 


Rli 


If 


!!.  :;li 


i   1 


294 


REIGN  OF  GEORGE  II. 


"i   •if- 


The  matter  was,  however,  not  allowed  to  drop,  an  the  following 
record  shows : — 

"  By  Thomas  Bdrnett,  Esq..  deputy  or  .surrogate, 
to  RicuABD  DoKBELii,  Esi].,  goTeriior,  Ac. 

"  At  a  court  held  before  me  at  Harbour  Main  the  20th  of  September,  at  which 
you,  Char'en  G.arlnnd,  wiis  present,  at  wliich  time  Michael  Katem  didappcnr  before 
us.  and  by  his  own  confession  did  admit  a  Roman  priest  to  celebrate  public  mass 
according  to  the  Church  of  Rome,  in  one  of  his  fish-rooins  or  store-houses,  and  he, 
being  present  himself,  which  is  contrary  to  law,  and  against  our  sovereign  lord  the 
king,  we  think  jiroper  to  fine  him  the  sura  of  iifty  pounds,  -md  to  demolish  the  said 
fish-room  or  store-room  where  mass  wrs  said,  and  I  do  likewise  order  the  said 
Michael  Katem  to  sell  all  the  possessions  ho  has  or  holds  in  this  harbour,  on  or 
before  the  2r)th  day  of  November  ensuing.  At  the  same  day  a])peaTed  before  us 
Michael  Landrican,  who  was  guilty  of  the  same  crimes,  for  which  we  think  proper 
to  tine  him  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds,  to  hum  his  house  and  stage  down  to  the 
ground,  and  be  to  quit  the  said  harbour  by  the  "JSth  of  November  ensuing.  At  the 
same  time  appeared  before  us,  Darby  Costley,  Robert  Finn,  Michael  Mooring,  and 
Ronold  McDonald,  all  which  by  their  own  confession  are  Roman  Catholics  and 
inhabitants  of  this  place,  which  is  contrary  to  law  that  they  should  hold  any 
property  in  this  island.  We  therefore  think  jirojier  to  fine  the  said  Darby  Costley 
ten  pounds,  Robert  Finn  ten  jiounds,  Michael  Mooring  the  sum  of  eight  pounds, 
and  Ronold  McDonald  the  sum  of  two  pounds  ten  shillings,  all  the  said  fines  in 
sterling  money  of  Great  Britain,  and  all  the  said  persons  to  quit  the  said  island  by 
26th  of  November  ensuing. 

"T.  BUKSEIT. 

"  To  Charles  Garland,  Esq.,  one  of  His  Majesty's 
"  Justices  of  the  Peace  at  Harbour  Main." 

These  were  not  the  only  sufferers;  sixteen  others  in  Harboiir  Main 
and  many  at  Harbour  Grace  and  Carbonier  were  convicted,  and  in  every 
case  the  building  where  the  service  had  been  held  w'as  destroyed. 

In  1757,  owing  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  great  Seven  Years'  War 
in  the  previous  year,  a  local  militia  was  formed  in  St.  John's. 
Mr.  Michael  Gill,  judge  of  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court,  was  appointed 
colonel,  Wm.  Thommasley  captain  of  the  first  company,  John  Stripling 
of  the  second,  Wm.  Baird  of  th<i  third,  Robert  Hutchings  of  the  foiu'th, 
Messrs.  Green,  Robert  Hutchings,  junr.,  Cocking,  Morley,  Stokes,  Fly, 
Chafe,  Tucker,  and  George  Hutchings,  lieutenants.  Every  officer  had  to 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  supremacy,  and  abjuration. 

In  1755  there  is  a  complaint  from  the  fishing  admiral  of  Harl>our 
Grace,  signed  by  Webbtr,  Parsons,  Snow,  Martin,  Sheppard,  frc,  "  com- 
"  plaining  of  the  destruction  of  their  sheep  and  cattle  by  people  living 
"  in  huts  at  the  upper  end  of  the  harbour  [River  Head],  loose  and  bad 
"  characters,  harbouring  numbers  of  idle  persons." 

In  1757,  under  the  active  and  spirited  Governor  Edwards,  a  number 
of  French  prizes  are  brought  into  St.  John's.  Judge  Gill  and  his 
officials  reaped  a  rich  harvest  of  fees  and  commissions ;  in  one  ca.se  a 
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vpssel  from  Watorforfl  was  cajiturcd  by  a  Frc^ncli  privateer,  and  after- 
wards {gallantly  recaptured  l»y  her  own  crew.  An  luit'ortunate  epidemic 
of  small -pox  broke  out  this  year.  The  magistrate  was  ordered  to  take 
steps  to  prevent  its  spreadin^^. 

In  1759  it  appears  that  four  hundred  pounds  had  been  collected 
towards  the  buildinjf  of  a  new  Enj^lish  church,  near  the  site  of  the 
present  An^^lican  cathedral.  The  building  committee  and  trustees 
were  Michael  Gill,  trea.surer,  the  Rev.  Edward  Landman,  B.A.,  of  Ralliol 
College,  Oxford,  incumbent,  John  Monier,  William  Bsvill,  and  William 
Thomas : — 

"  Decided  at  a  mooting  of  the  Treasurer,  Trustees.  Subscribers  i^c,  20  Oct.  1760 — 
That  the  pulpit,  C(Jinniuuion  Table,  clerit's  desk  Ac.  bo  as  in  the  old  church.  The 
West  Gallery  for  the  boat  keepers  as  in  the  old  Church;  the  \orth  Gallery  to  be 
divided  into  three  pews,  the  middUi  one  for  the  Governor,  one  for  the  officers  of 
the  garrison  and  the  other  for  the  officers  of  the  Navy.  Bells  to  bo  put  up  in  ♦ho 
belfry  at  the  west  end. 

"  That  William  Keen  should  have  the  first  pew  on  the  right  coming  in  at  the 
west  door  and  Michael  Gill  the  first  on  the  south  door. 

"  That  the  Parson  should  have  a  pew  built  for  himself  and  family  under  the 
pulpit  ne.\t  the  clerk's  desk. 

"  First  choice  of  pews  to  subscribers  from  £2^  to  £15  to  bo  settled  by  lot. 

"  That  those  of  £10  should  have  one  s(piare  pew  sutled  in  the  same  manner, 

"  £5  to  £10  subscribers  to  haie  .single  jjcws  setled  in  the  same  manner, 

"  That  the  Gallows  should  be  removed  and  put  on  Gallows  Hill. 

"  That  the  bodys  which  is  buried  in  the  old  church  should  be  left  at  the  cloctiou 
of  their  friends  whether  they  would  remove  them  or  no."' 

Governor  IMwards'  method  of  completing  the  new  church  whs 
eminently  practical ;  he  did  not  beat  the  drum  ecclesiastic,  or  hold  a 
bazaar,  or  appeal  to  anyone's  religious  feeling.s,  but  following  the  naval 
practirj  in  vogue,  he  simply  made  jn'isonei-s  of  all  the  leading  persons 
of  the  town  who  had  not  paid  their  subscriptions  like  "  the  well 
disposed  inhabitants."  He  satisfied  his  own  conscience  by  putting  down 
liis  name  for  £25 ;  there  is  no  reference  to  its  payment.  The  thirty- 
four  substantial  residents  mentioned  in  the  margin,  who  were  apparentlJ^ 
judging  from  their  names,  chiefly  Eoman  Catholics,  Presbyterians,  and 
Nonconformists,  all  had  to  work  on  the  church  or  pay  a  carpentei*,  or 
else  go  to  jail.  The  whole  proceeding  was  illegal.  The  Governoi's 
proclamation  reads  thus  :  — 

"  By  Richard  Edwaeds,  Esrpiire,  Governor,  &c. 

"  Whereas  the  Church  of  this  place,  St.  John's,  has  been  carried  on  by  the 
subscription  of  well  disposed  persons  and  it  l)oing  highly  nccessaty  that  the  same 
should  be  covered  as  soon  as  possible,  you  are  therefore  hereby  required  and 
directed,  to  cause  the  men  mentioned  in  the  margin  to  repair  to  work  on  the  said 
church  from  the  date  hereof  to  the  4th  day  of  November  next,  as  it  appears  that 
they  are  livers  iu  this  place  and  have  not  subscribed  towards  the  building  of  the 
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Rrinic;  fir  to  ( rvuse  curh  of  Miom  tliivt  fihull  noglcct  coniplyinp;  herewith  to   pay  the 
usiiiil  price  given  to  ciir|>ciit(;rn  diiily  in  this  place  [till  thivt  time]. 
"  For  which  this  sliivll  lie  your  order. 

"  To  11  iH  Miijosty's  Justici-a  of  the  P^aco 
"  for  tho  DlHtriet  of  St.  John's. 


"   H.  EnWAKDH, 

By  conimiind  of  tho  Governor, 

B.  Payne." 


Tlu'  cud  of  Ocor^f  TT.'h  rciirn  wns  signalized  l»y  Wolfe's  victory  at 
Quebee,  and  the  complete  destruction  of  the  great  French  empire  in 
America. 

Lietitenant  firitlith  Williams,  R.A.,  who  was  stationed  at  C.n-bonear 
Island  in  1745  (afterwards  ])roinoted  to  8t.  John's,  where  he  lived  for 
some  twelve  or  fourteen  years),  w»is  a  very  active,  enterprising  young 
officer.  He  cleared  the  present  Grove  Farm,  Quidi  Vidi,  and  obtained  a 
grant  of  two  hundred  acres.  Subse- 
quently he  .served  in  the  Anieiiciin 
war  and  attained  the  rank  of  genei'al. 
He  was  connected  with  the  old  family 
of  Williams  in  this  Colony ;  the  late 
Sir  Robert  Pinsent,  D.C.L.,  and  the 
distinguished  Sir  Monier- Williams  are 
his  collateral  descendants.  In  17<i5 
he  published  an  account  of  the  Colony. 
Commenting  on  the  very  irregular  and 
unsatisfactory  manner  in  which  the 
fishery  returns  were  made  up  at  the 
time,  he  says : — 

"  I  remember  one  of  tho  above  kind  of 
Returns  being  sent  to  tlie  Governor  with  an 
account  of  tho  number  of  boats  kept,  the 
quantity  of  fish,  the  oil  caught  &c.  Having 
a  boat  and  men  of  my  own  I  bad  the  curiosity 
to  know  how  near  they  came  to  the  tnjth, 

ami  therefore  began  at  Bay  de  Verds  in  Conception  Bay  and  wont  into  every 
creek  and  cove  quite  round  to  Portugal  Cove  and  found  they  had  not  got  within 
a  third  part  in  any  one  aceount. 

"  I  found  in  Conception  Hay  496  boats  kejjt,  and  computed  on  an  average  each 
boat  caught  500  cjtls.  of  (ish  (though  many  caught  750  and  .several  at  Trinity 
Harbour  !t!iO).  These  made  248,000  qtls. ;  I  allow  for  tho  shipping  about  1"  OO*' 
which  I  make  258,000  and  allow  for  men,  women  and  children  employed  in  , 

and  curing  the  fish  of  each  boat  (as  they  all  equally  work)  ten,  which  ii  ilce 

4,960  and  for  tho  8bii)ping  300  making  in  all  5,260  people. 

"  It  is  not  so  easy  to  come  at  the  exact  quantity  of  oil  as  some  years  tin,  livers 
of  the  fish  yield  so  much  more  than  in  others;  and  some  years  the  Cape  Cod  men 
meet  with  great  success  in  the  whale  fishery  and  at  other  times  little  or  none, 
either  in  that  or  the  seal  fishery.  Some  years  from  the  shore  fish  you  have  throe 
hhds.  of  oil  to  100  qtls.  of  fish  and  from  the  bank  fish  you  have  but  a  small  quantity, 
however  I  shall  allow  one  hhd.  to  the  100  qtls.  which  will  be  645  tuns  of  train  oil. 
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I  have  known  that  oil  sell  at  Newfoundland  from  £8  to  £16  per  tun  and  in  England 
from  £14  to  £36  per  tun. 

"  As  the  fishery  of  Conception  Bay  was  reckoned  equal  to  one  quarter  part  of  the 
whole  fishery  of  Newfoundland  from  the  year  1745  to  1752  i.e.  Trinity,  Bonavista, 
Catalina  with  the  creeks  thereunto  belonging  one  quarter ;  Bay  de  Verd,  Oarboneire 
Harbour  Grace  and  the  several  creeks  and  coves  thereunto  belonging  one  quarter  ; 
Torbay,  Kidivide,  St.  John's  and  Petty  Harbour  a  quarter  ;  Bay  cf  Bulls,  Firiland, 
Firmoves,  ^xepassey  and  Placentia  Bay  another  quarter  part;  so  thai;  the  whole 
produce  of  fish  and  oil  for  one  of  the  aforesaid  years  will  be  (exclusive  of  the  whale 
and  seal  oil)  of  fish  1,032,000  qtls.  and  oil  5,160  tuns. 

"  Fish  upon  an  average  sell  at  foreign  markets  from  eighteen  to  thirty  shillings 
per  quintal  but  suppose  it  at  20/- it  will  then  amount  to  £1,032,000.  Oi'  '".often 
sent  to  Spain  which  upon  an  average  sells  at  £18  per  tun,  it  will  then  u.  ant  to 
£92,880  sterling. 

"  I  shall  make  no  calculation  on  the  fur  trade,  which  was  very  considcrablo 
before  the  French  had  such  vast  possessions  to  the  northward.  The  salmon  fishery 
is  of  '0  great  consequence,  though  before  the  French  were  so  powerful  many  a 
hundred  tierces  were  sei^'v  to  the  Italian  markets." 

Referring  to  the  forts,  he  says  : — 

"  St.  John's  from  1745  to  1750  was  very  well  garrisoned  by  four  companies  of 
Foot,  a  captain  of  artillery  with  about  50  men.  It  was  also  well  supplied  with  all 
manner  of  ftorcs  and  about  40  pieces  of  cannon.  Ferlland,  Carboniero  and  Trinity 
Harbours  had  each  an  officer  of  artillery  with  about  18  or  20  men  and  an  officer 
of  Foot  and  30  men.  There  were  200  small  arms  at  each  place  for  the  use  of  the 
Inhabitants.  If  those  defences  had  been  kept  up  the  French  would  not  have 
succeeded  in  oapturing  these  places  in  1762." 

The  gallant  rntijor  is  very  bitter  against  Irishmen,  says  they  are  not 
half  so  good  as  Newfoundlanders  and  English  to  catch  fish.  He  gives 
us  a  life-like  description  of  the  fishery  at  this  period,  its  wonderful  pro- 
ductiveness. Nine  hundred  and  ninety  quintals  a  boat  seems  to  us 
an  enormous  catch,  but  on  the  Labrador,  even  within  my  recollection, 
ooiiie  of  Hunt  &  Henley's  men  have  equalled  this.  We  must  remember 
there  were  five  men  in  a  boat,  or  ratlier  a  large  skifF. 

Williams  complams  of  the  large  expense  of  olive  oil,  owing  to  its 
having  to  be  brought  to  England.  The  fishermen  could  not  do  without 
it  to  cook  their  salt  fish ;  butter  was  scarce  and  dear.  Olive  oil 
is  universally  used  for  cooking  in  Spain,  and,  when  good,  it  is  the  best 
to  fry  fisli  with.  The  rative  Spaniard  does  not  care  for  the  mild 
Lucca  liquid,  he  likes  his  oil  with  a  flavour — "  (jue  huele." 

We  still  hear  a.  good  deal  in  these  records  alxjut  the  bye-boat  men' — • 
the  planters  who  brought  out  West  Country  servants.  The  late  Hon. 
Stephen  Rendell  has  often  told  me  that  even  when  he  came  to  the 
Colony  in  1834,  hundreds  of  sturdy  Devonshire  lads  came  out  every 
spring  to  Rowell's,  Boden's,  Buliey's,  Mudge's,  Job's,  and  many  others  on 


'  Bye  -  boat  keepers  were  wliat  we 
should  now  cnll  plaiiterH  or  middlemen.  They 
were  not  possessed  of  fishing  ships,  hut  they 
generally  either  had  fishing  establishments  or 


hired  them  ;  they  fitted  out  a  number  of  men 
and  boats ;  all  who  were  independent  sold 
tlieir  fish  for  the  best  price  to  sack-Bhips, 
traders,  &o. 
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the  South  Side  and  in  Hoyle's  Town  (Mf.gotty  Cove),  and  to  Torbay, 
Bay  Bulls,  Petty  Harbour,  «fcc.  All  these  "  youngsters  "  were  shipped 
for  two  summers  and  a  winter. 

Mr.  Rendell  stid  nearly  every  labouring  man  about  Coffinswell  had 
been  a  servant  in  Newfoundland.  The  regular  place  for  shipping  was  at 
Newton  Abbott,  in  the  still  existing  hostelry,  "  The  Dartmouth  Inn  and 
Newfoundland  Tavern."  Here  the  engagement  was  "  wotted  "  with  cyder, 
strong  beer,  and  the  still  more  potent  Jamaica.  There  were  the  sjime 
scenes  enacted  every  spring.  The  coming  and  going  of  the  Newfound- 
land men  was  an  event  in  Devonshire.  The  rurals  reckoned  the  time 
by  the  old  Church  of  England  lectionary :  "  Jan  !  the  Parson  be  in 
Pru verbs,  the  Newfanlan  men  will  soon  be  a  coming  whome." 

Dartoiouth,  Teignmouth,  Exmouth,  and  "  the  seven  strong  firms  "  of 
Pdole,  every  year  sent  out  their  contingent  of  West  Countrymen  to  fish 
and  work  in  Newfoundland.  Jersey  men  and  Newman's  crew,  even  in 
our  day,  all  had  their  passenger  vessels  sailing  spring  and  autumn. 

What  helped  to  keep  more  Devonshire  men  in  the  country  later  on 
in  the  eighteenth  centuiy  was  the  development  of  the  ship  seal  fishery. 
Most  writers  on  Newfoundland  have  described  the  seal  fishery  as  only 
commenciniir  about  1790,  but  this  is  a  mistake.  Ever  since  Newfound- 
land  had  permanent  settlers  there  was  more  or  less  of  a  seal  fishery, 
ca/ried  on  at  first  simply  as  a  shore  fisliery,  with  nets,  afterwards  in 
])unts,  iind  gradually  in  larger  boats,  until  schooners  came  into  play. 
Tlie  statistics  show  how  it  fluctuated,  rising  from  £1,01G  worth  of  seal  oil 
in  1749  to  £12,(JG  ^  in  1708;  at  the  price  of  oil  ruling  then,  this  latter 
figure  shows  quite  a  respectable  "haul,"  even  in  tho.se  early  days.  Every 
"  Room  "  and  every  merchant's  establishment  at  that  time  had  its  vats, 
both  for  seal  and  cod  oil,  the  latter  always  called  "  Train."  But  besides 
Ihe  seal  fishery  there  was  more  or  less  of  a  whale  fishery.  New 
Englandt-rs  from  Cape  Cod  Averc  exjiert  whale  men,  and  with  their 
splendid  Hampton  boats  killed  the  cetaceans  around  our  southern 
coast,  particularly  about  l^'ortune  Bay.' 


'  Of  the  whale  fisliery  in  Fortune  Bay 
the  l{ov.  P.  To(|ue  says  :  — 

"  It  appears  from  evidence  given  l>y 
Henry  Hutler,  before  a  connnittee  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  in  18X),  that  the  whale 
fishery  was  curried  on  by  the  Americans  to 
a  {ireat  extent  in  Herniitujire  Hay,  Hay  of 
Despair,  and  Fortune  Hay,  during  the  years 
ITJG,  17".t7,  ITity,  and  1799;  that  during- the 
three  first  years,  twelve  vessels  were  einployeil 
by  them,  manned  by  fifteen  men  each  ;  that 
ail  of  the  vessels  returned  nearly  loaded ; 
that  they  carried  on  the  whale  fishery  in  this 
part  of  the  country  until  about  the  year  1807, 
when  it  was  discontinued,  owing  to  some 
dispute    arising  between   Great   Britain   and 


the  United  States ;  that  three  years  after 
this  a  schooner  was  fitted  out  by  the 
Americans,  which  arrived  at  Hurin,  hut  on 
account  of  a  man-of-war  being  btationed 
there,  the  s^'hooner  |)roceeded  to  St.  Mary's 
Hay,  where  she  rcmainetl  Mutil  the  mouth  of 
August,  and  had  nearly  comiileted  her  load 
when  she  was  taken  by  a  Hritish  sloop-of- 
war,  and  ordered  to  St.  John's ;  but  the 
crew  being  too  strong  for  the  prize-master, 
the  schooner  shaped  her  course  for  America, 
and  arrived  in  safety  at  Cape  f'od.  With 
this  ended  the  American  whale  fishery  on  the 
western  shores  of  Newfoundland.  Mr.  Hntler 
slated  that  a  whale  fishery  commenced  in 
Hermitage   Hay,    under    the    firm   of   Peter 
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Considering  the  large  intercourse  between  Newfoundland  and  New 
England  at  this  period,  American  records  contain  very  little  information 
on  the  subject.  In  1729,  in  the  Boston  Records,  thei-e  is  an  entry 
about  the  admission  of  James  Pulmaii  Taylor,  of  St.  John's,  and  "  liberty 
"  granted  to  him  to  open  a  shop  on  giving  Bond  in  £100  to  indemnitio 
"  the  Town."  In  1742  Captain  Nathaniel  Welch  was  to  be  prosecuted 
for  bringing  passengers  from  Newfoundland  without  reporting  them 
at  the  impost  office.  In  1735  there  are  great  complaints  about  French 
competition  in  the  European  fish  markets. 

England,  in  1750,  imposed  a  duty  of  sixpence  per  gallon  on 
molasses,  rum,  and  sugar  imjiorted  from  the  West  India  Islands  other 
than  British.  It  caused  gi-eat  excitement  in  Massachusetts  and  New 
England ;  the  colonists  declared  they  were  ruined  to  appease  the 
clamours  of  the  British  West  India  planters  ;  all  the  same,  the  Americans 


it»i-_ 


A  VIF^r  or  .'laHOURO,  IN   THE  I'OSSKSSIOH  OF  THE  PErERELL  FAMU.T. 

From  M'insor's  \.  ((.•  C.  II.  of  Americn. 

never  paid  any  duty.     In  1704  the  Act  was  renewed,  and  larger  powers 
given  to  the  Admiralty  courts   to  try  smuggling  cases  without  a  jiuy, 


LeMessiiiier  &  Co.,  ^vliich  ccntiiiiicd  for  foiu' 
yi'iirs  only,  when  the  partni-rsliii)  'iissolvcd  ; 
that  the  natives  of  Ilennitiige  Hiiy,  havinj; 
some  idea  of  the  ftshery,  began  a  whale  fishery 
on  a  very  small  scale  ;  that  a  person  of  the 
name  of  McDonald  had  made  a  large  i)roperty 
hy  it;  that  the  house  of  Newman  it.  Co.  being 
aware  of  these  proceedings,  purchased  the 
premises  that  had  been  I'eter  Le  Messurier 


&  Co.'s,  and  began  the  whale  fishery  on  a 
large  scale." 

On  Messrs.  Kcwman's  establishment  at 
Gaiilton,  Hermitage  Hay,  tliere  are  still  the 
buildings  and  machinery  for  carrying  on  an 
extensive  whaling  business.  The  premises 
are  situated  on  an  Island  in  that  beautiful 
land-locked  harbour ;  they  have  not,  however, 
been  used  for  some  years  jmst. 
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besides  arming  the  Custom  House  officers  with  formidable  power  under 
writs  of  assistance.  The  Yankees  evaded  this  law  by  lading  their  vessels 
in  the  French  islands  and  purchasing  clearances  signed  with  the  name, 
if  not  in  the  handwriting,  of  the  Governor  of  Anguilla,  who  acted  as 
collector.  Anguilla — a  British  island — was  so  small  as  not  to  afford  a 
cargo  for  a  single  vessel,  yet  the  collectors  in  New  England  allowed  all 
vessels  with  these  clearances  to  pa.S8  without  inquiry.  Suddenly  this  was 
all  changed  ;  a  vessel  putting  into  Bermuda  was  seized  and  sold,  the 
Governor  getting  one-third,  the  Colony  one-tliird,  and  the  informer 
one-third  of  the  forfeiture. 

Most  American  writers  admit  that  this  molasses  difficulty  was  one  of 
the  primary  causes  of  the  Revolution.     England  was  absolutely  within 


CA^NOX  POUND  AT  LOnSBOUBO. 

From  Bourinot's  History  qf  Cape  Breton. 
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her  right  in  protecting  her  sugar  islands,  but  Americans,  in  their 
ignorant  impatience  of  taxation,  thought  they  had  good  cause  to  be 
angry.  Both  Burke  and  Josiah  Quincy  declared  these  Acts  were  amongst 
the  causes  which  led  to  separation.  The  result  of  the  Molasses  Act  was 
to  increase  the  direct  trade  between  Newfoundland  and  the  British 
West  Indies,  from  whence  rum,  sugar,  and  molasses  could  be  imported 
free,  and  to  decrease  the  imports  from  New  England. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 


REIGN   OF  GEORGE  III. 

1760-1820. 

1760. — Captain  Webb  Governor. 

1761. — Captain  (afterwards  Lord)  Graves  Governor. 

1762. — St.  .lohn'si,  Carbonear,  aiKi  Triniiy  captured  by  the  French  ;  re-captured  samo  year, 
in  September,  by  Colonel  Amherst ;  battle  of  Quidi  ^'idi. 

1763. — War  with  Spain  ;  importation  of  fish  from  Newfoundland  prohibited.  Treaty  of 
Paris;  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon  coufirmt'd  to  France;  all  the  rest  of  North  America  given 
up  to  England.     Survey  of  the  Island  by  Cook.    Labrador  re-annexed  to  Newfoundland. 

1764. — Sir  Hugh  Palliscr  Governor.  Collector  of  customs  appointed  iu  St.  John's.  Court 
of  Vice-Admiralty,  St.  John's. 

1765. —Uev.  Laurence  Coujjhlau  introduced  Wesleyanism. 

1766. — lliots  in  St.  John's  and  Harbour  Grace.  Lieut.  Cartwrifjht  made  an  unsuccessful 
attempt  to  eflFect  friendly  iutercourse  with  Beothics.     Kepeal  of  the  American  Stamp  Act. 

1772. — Lord  Shuldham,  Governor,  issued  Proclamation  24th  .Tune,  regulating  river  salmon 
fishery  ;  French  not  mentioned. 

1774. — Continental  Congress  in  America ;  all  exportation  to  Newfoundland  from  North 
American  States  prohibited.     Quebec  Act,  14  Geo.  ill.  c.  83;  Labrador  annexed  to  Canada, 

177."). — Rev.  John  Jones  first  Congregational  minister  in  St.  John's.  Heaviest  stt/rm  ever 
known  in  Newfoundland;  300  persons  drowned.  Palliser's  Act,  1.1  Geo.  Ill, ;  Commodore 
Duff  issues  Proclamation  about  salmon  fisheries  at  Exploits,  Gander  Hay,  &c. 

1776. — Declaration  of  Independence,  United  States. 

1777. — Admiral  Montague  fit*  d  out  armed  vessels  to  cruise  against  American  privateers. 

1782. — Independence  of  United  States  acknowledged  by  England. 

1783.— Treaty  of  Versailles;  French  allowed  to  fish  from  Caj-.e  .Tohn  to  Cape  Kay; 
Declaration  of  King  George  III.  tliat  English  were  not  to  interrupt  French  fisliery  by  their 
competition. 

1784. — Religious  freedom  established  in  the  Colony ;  Dr.  O'Donel,  first  Roman  Catholic 
Prefect  Apostolic,  arrived. 

1786.— .\ct  26  Geo.  III.  c.  26  ;  continuing  bounty  to  Hank  fishery  for  ten  years. 
Jurisdiction  of  Courts  of  Vice-Admiralty  to  try  fishery  eases  transferred  to  Sessions  Courts. 
Pi'uce  William  Henry  i'.  "'ved  in  Newfoundland. 

i787. — Hisliop  Inglis  appointed  as  Anglican  Bishop  of  Canada,  New  Brunswick,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  Newfoundland. 
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1788. — Lermudian  vessels  fishing  in  Newfoundland. 

1789. — French  Kevolution.    Court  of  Common  Pleas  established  for  the  Colony. 

1791. — Reeves  appointed  .fudge  of  "  the  Court  of  Civil  Jurisdiction  of  Our  Lord  the  King 
at  St.  John's,  in  the  Island  of  Newfoundland." 

1792. — "Supreme  Court  of  .Tudieuture  of  the  Island  of  Newfoundland  "  created. 

1793.— Chief  Justice  D'Ewes  Coke. 

1794. — Murder  of  Lieut.  Lawrie,  R.N.     France  declares  war  against  England. 

1795. — Royal  Newfoundland  regiment  embodied;  Commander,  Colonel  Skinner. 

1796. — French  destroyed  Hay  Dulls.  England  and  Spain  at  war.  T)t.  O'Donel  con- 
seci-ated  Bishop  of  Thyatira  in  partibus,  and  Vicar  Apostolic  of  Newfoundland ;  first  Roman 
Catholic  Bishop. 

1797.— Rattle  of  Cape  St.  Vincent.     JIutiny  of  the  Nore. 

1799. — First  grammar  school  opened. 

1800. — Mutiny  in  the  garrison  at  St.  John's. 

1802. — Treaty  of  Amiens,  signed  by  England,  France,  Spain,  and  Holland. 

1803.—"  The  Newfoundland  Light  Infantry  "  formed. 

180,5.- The  first  Post  Office  established  in  the  Colony. 

1806. — Benevolent  Irish  Society  formed.  Dr.  Lambert,  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of 
Chitra  in  partibus,  arrived.     Volunteer  Corps,  Newfoundland  Rangers,  embodied. 

1807.— The  "  Royal  Gazette  and  Newfoundland  Advertizer  "  first  published. 

1808. — Formation  of  Volunteer  Corps  for  defence  of  the  Capital  and  I«li\nd.  Lieut. 
Spratt,  Il.N.,  sent  with  paintings  to  the  Beothics. 

1809. — Labrador  and  Anticosti  re-annext!d  to  the  Government  of  Newfoundland  by  Act 
49  Geo.  III.,  which  also  established  permanent  Courts  of  Judicature  in  Newfoundland. 

1810. — Proclamation  to  protect  Red  Indians.     Sir  John  Thos.  Duckworth,  Governor. 

1811. — Lieut.  Buchan's  expedition  to  Beothics.  Waterside  in  St.  John's  cleared  of  ships' 
rooms  ;  leased  by  auction  to  the  public.     Permission  first  granted  to  erect  permanent  houses. 

1812. — Second  American  war.  Harbour  of  St.  John's  full  of  prizes.  Volunteer  force 
reorganised. 

1813. — Capture  of  the  Chesapeake  by  H.M.S.  Shannon.  Sir  Richard  Godwin  Keats, 
Governor.  First  grants  of  land.  Publication  of  Dr.  William  Carson's  pamphlet ;  agitation  for 
Colonial  Parliament. 

1 814.— First  Treaty  of  Paris. 

1815. — Second  Treaty  of  Paris  ;  last  Treaty  made  between  England  and  France  about  the 
Newfoundland  fishery;  confirms  Treaty  of  Versailles,  1783.  Numerous  failures  caused  by 
the  peace  and  the  depreciation  of  fish  in  foreign  markets. 

1816. — St.  .lohn's  nearly  destroyed  by  fire;  cargo  of  provisions  sent  in  winter  bv 
benevolent  people  of  Boston,  U.S.  Francis  Forbes,  Kscj.,  afterwards  Sir  Francis,  Chief 
.Tustice,  arrived.  First  visit  of  an  Anglican  Bishop  to  Newfoundland.  Dr.  Seallan,  Roman 
Catholic  Bishoj)  of  Drago  in  partibns,  and  Vicar  Apostolic  of  Newfoundland. 

1817. —  St.  John's  again  visited  by  fires,  November  7th  and  21st;  200  houses  destro^-ed, 
"  The  winter  of  the  Rals." 

18)8. — Convention  with  the  United  States  respecting  the  fisheries.  Admiral  Pickmore, 
first  resident  Governor,  died  in  St.  John's.  Captain  Bowker,  Administrator.  Sir  C.  Hamilton, 
Governor. 

1819. — Case  of  Butler  and  Luudrigan.     Great  fire  in  St.  John's. 


SI?f  I   t' 


•>•■{ 


If: 


l\ 


11 


304 


REIGN  OF  GEORGE  III. 


OEOIiOE   III. 

Frinn  an  cnyraving  after  Ramsey, 


The  reign   of   our  sovereign   lord    King   George,  "  the  good  King 
George  "  of  our  forefathers,  is  the  longest  and  most  eventful  in  English 
history.     It  begins  in  an  age  which  appears 
to  us  remote  ;  it  ends  in  a  period  in  wliich 
many  of  us  have  lived,  and  with  which  we 
are  all  familiar. 

It  witnessed  great  disasters  and  great 
victories — the  loss  of  the  American  colonies, 
the  overthrow  of  France  in  three  great  wars. 
It  commenced  when  the  British  navy  was 
neither  well  organised  nor  in  uniform ;  it 
ends  with  making  England  the  greatest  sea 
power  the  world  has  ever  seen,  and  the 
British  fleet  a  real  invincible  armada,  which 
had  beaten  every  nation  in  fair  fight,  a  flo<;t 
from  which  Spanish  and  gallant  French 
officers  were  carefully  instructed  by  their 
respective  Governments  to  flee  away  on  the 
wings  of  the  wind. 

It  begins  with  the  bungling  appliances  of  the  eighteenth  century  ; 
it  ends  with  steam,  macadamised  roads,  the  electric  telegraph,  the 
railway,  and  the  steamboat. 

Our  own  history  also  advances  with  this  age  of  progress.  Wo  pass 
away  from  the  fishing  admirals  into  the  modern  epoch,  with  roads, 
education,  responsible  government,  and  courts  of  justice.  This  later 
Georgian  era  is  the  transition  period  in  our  histoiy  between  the  bad 
old  days  of  tyranny,  corruption,  and  violence,  and  the  dawning  of  the 
brighter  days  of  civilisation  and  progress. 

In  the  first  year  of  this  reign  the  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief 
was  Webb.^  All  the  captains  appointed  on  this  station  were  given  the 
honoraiy  rank  of  commodore  whilst  in  tliis  commission.  The  new 
Governor  was  active  and  vigilant.  He  captured  a  lai-ge  number  of 
French  vessels ;  one  of  these,  the  Tavigvor,  realised  at  the  Admiralty 
sale,  by  order  of  Michael  Gill,  Judge  of  the  Vice- Admiralty  Court,  the 
handsome  sum  of  £2,570  sterling  for  three  thousand  five  hundred 
quintals  of  fish,  the  price  being  fairly  good,  with  a  brisk  demand  in 
the  Mediterranean  markets.     The  French   merchant  navy  was  almost 


'  Captain  .Tames  Webb  becanie  a  com- 
mander iu  174.5.  In  1746-7-8,  he  distin- 
giiixbed  himself  very  greatly  by  the  capture 
of  a  large  number  of  French  privateers.  He 
took  command  of  the  Sunderland  (60),  on 


the  recommencement  of  the  war  with  France 
in  17.56.  He  died  on  the  14th  May  1761  on 
board  the  Antelope,  which  was  then  prepared 
to  sail  to  Newfoundland. 
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anniliilated  by  Enyli.sh  privateers  and  inen-of-war.  The  meichant  fleet 
convoyed  from  Newfoundland  in  1761  consisted  of  seventy  fail  of 
vessels,  armed  with  two  hundred  guns,  and  manned  by  six  hundred  and 
eighty  hardy  West  Country  sailors.  They  all  arrived  safely,  and  sold 
their  fish  well. 

Governor  Webb  seems  to  have  given  most  of  his  time  to  capturing 
stray  French  vessels.  The  civil  business  of  the  Government  was  of 
a  very  petty  character — writing  threatening  letters  to  some  of  the 
merchants'  debtors,  and  settling  the  titles  to  land. 

Newman's  land  at  the  foot  of  McBride's  Hill,  Keen's  property  at 
the  foot  of  Prescott  Street,  extending  to  Hunter's  Cove  (then  calletl 
Hud.son's  Cove),  the  property  of  Peter  Weston,  Esquire,  J. P.,  at  Ferryland 
(ancestor  of  Sir  F.  B.  T.  Carter,  K.C.M.G.),  anrl,  amongst  others,  the  titles 
of  the  Gosses  and  Codners  in  Torbay,  were  thus  disposed  of  by  his 
Excellency.  There  is  a  curious  report  alx>ut  a  murder  at  St.  Pierre, 
then  in  possession  of  the  Grandys  of  Belloram  and  other  English  families, 
which  will  be  found  in  the  chapter  on  the  French  colony  of  St.  Pierre 
and  Miquelon. 

Though  war  was  I'aging  with  France,  the  Colony  seems  to  have  lieen 
very  peaceful  and  orderly,  and  fairly  prosperous  up  to  the  end  of  1701. 
After  their  numerous  defeats  the  French  were  anxious  for  peace.  To 
secure  favourable  terms,  and  especially  a  share  nf  the  fishery,  it  was 
most  desirable  that  they  should  captui-e  some  English  possession.  Their 
well-served  Intelligence  Department  infortned  them  of  the  defencele.ss 
state  of  St.  John's,  its  neglected  military  condition  and  weakened 
garrison.     On  our  capital,  therefore,  they  made  their  .successful  attempt. 

Whilst  England  had  been  spending  millions  of  dollars  on  the 
ct)lonisniion  and  defence  of  Nova  Scotia,  St.  John's  was  left  with  less 
tlian  a  single  company  of  soldiers — sixty-three  men — and  all  the  forts 
in  a  state  of  decay. 

The  French  Government,  in  the  spring  of  1 702,  sent  out  four  ships 
of  war,  thirty-two  officers,  and  nearly  seven  hundred  troops,  under  the 
command  of  Count  D'Haussonville.  They  managed  to  elude  the  British 
cruisers  by  .sailing  from  Brest  in  a  thick  fog.  Sir  Edwaid  Hawke 
was  sent  in  pursuit  of  them,  but  they  escaped,  and  the  squadron  under 
Admiral  De  Ternay,  with  the  troons  and  transports,  took  Bay  Bulls  on 
the  24th  June,  and  marched  towards  the  capital. 

On  the  27th  they  arrived  before  St.  John's.  Against  such  an  over- 
whelming force  no  resistance  could  be  made  by  a  handful  of  men  and 
one  English  sloop-of-war — the  Grammont,  of  twenty-two  guns.  After 
this  easy  capture,  the  French  general  set  to  work  to  repair  the  ruined 
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fortifications  nml  iToot  firHh  di't'cncoH  on  Si/,nml  Hill,  wlicrc  tlio  loniaiii.s 
of  the  old  Fivnc'h  harrackH  are  now  crunililini;  into  fleeay. 

When  the  intelligence  of  the  capture  of  St.  John's,  Carhonear,  and 
Trinity,  and  tlie  <leva.station  of  the  ti'adc  and  fishery  reacheil  England, 
the  English  Ministry  were  loudly  and  imiversally  Manied  for  their 
neglect  of  the  great  Chatham's   advice  altout  the   defence  of  the  Colony. 
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FORT  AMIIEUST,  ST.   JOII.n'S. 
From  a  pliotogrotth  hij  S.  II.  I'ursnns. 

Preparations  were  at  once  made  on  an  extensive  scale  to  retiieve  their 
negligence.  Fortunately  for  onr  Island  the  governorship  of  New- 
foundland had  lieen  entrusted  to  one  of  tlie  hrave.st  and  most  skilful 
naval  t)fficers  of  the  period — the  distinguished  Captain  Graves,  after- 
warils  Lord  Graves. 

Captain  Douglas,  R.N.,  of  H.M.S.  Syren,  happened  at  the  time  of  the 
French  invasion  to  be  on  a  cruise  oft'  Cape  llaco.  As  soon  as  he  heard 
of  their  arrival  in  Bay  Bulls  he  pressed  into  the  service  two  English 
merchant  vessels  in  St.  Mnry's  Harluair — the  brig  Willidin  and  the 
sloop  Bonetfa.  The  master  of  the  Si/ren,  Peter  Burne,  was  given 
charge  of  the  sloop,  and  a  petty  ofHcer  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  brig, 
with  orders  to  cruise  on  the  banks  and  en<leavour  to  intercept  Cajitain 
Graves'  in  H.M.S.  Antelope,  with  the  English  convoy. 


'  Tlioinas  Lord  Graves  entered  the  imvv 
at  an  early  ajje,  and  was  present  at  flio 
unsuccessful  attack  on  Carthajrena  in  1741. 
He  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  Uomnei/  at  the 
notorious  action  off  Toulon  on  11th  February 


1714;  was  on  the  Monmimth  in  Anson's 
action  off  Finisterre,  and  HawkeV  action  in 
the  Hay  of  15iseay  in  1747.  He  was  tried  by 
eourt-UKirtial  in  17.">7  for  not  endeavourini:  lo 
discover  whether  a  French  ship  he  met  was 
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GENKRAL    WILLIAM     AMHLRST. 
I'lvm  ,[  rtiiiitiii^  l-\  SiK  J.      E\M)l.iis  in  /.;■.•■  /i>.i'.t,-i-.»-/ii«  i>J'  K\Ri.  AMiir.usr,  at  Moittrca/. 
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Tlu'  ]yilli<im  misHod  tlic  Ho(>t,  an<l  proceeded  with  licr  iiitclli^'fiicf  to 
Halifax,  U.S.  Hiiine,  liowevcr,  mot  (inivcs  iit  tlw  oiitrr  cd^fc  of  tl'c 
(Jmiid  Miuik  with  his  lai-gi!  coiivipy.  The  Oovenior  ordered  him  to  land 
a  party  of  marines  nt  Ferryhml,  and  then  to  pnjcecd  at  oriee  with 
<K'S])atehe.s  to  Halifax.  (JraveH  in  tiie  meantime  put  th(!  defences  of 
I'laeentia  in  order,  and  Captain  Doiij^las  looked  after  Ferrylan  '. 


<)IIT)I  \lin,  LOOKINfl   TOWAUliS  TIIK   SCKM:   OT   TIIK    ACTION. 

Colonel  WiUiaM  AiTdier.st,^  who  commanded  tlio  ti-oops,  was  in  New 
York  at  the  time.  He  at  once  proceeded  to  cinliavk  with  part  of  the 
Royal    Americans — a    fine    regiment,    mostly    comiiuscd    of    Swiss    and 
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a  niiin-or-\var  or  nii  East  Iii<1inniiin,  and  was 
lepriiiiandi'il.  In  I'Tiil  lie  was  at  tlif  boin- 
liardiiK'iit  of  llavi'f  di"  (irace;  liu  was  ap- 
]ioiii(i,'<l  to  tlif  Aiilvhipv  imniudiaU'ly  on  the 
death  of  Wibh,  in  May  17C1.  In  1778  he 
went  with  liyion  to  North  Anieilca  and  tlie 
West  Indies,  ami  in  17Sl  became  comiiiander- 
in-chief  on  the  Noi'lh  American  station.  He 
was  nnsiu'cessful  in  an  action  with  l)e  (irasse 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Chesai>eake,  for  which  he 
was  nnich  liiamed.  In  1787  he  was  rice- 
achiiiral,  ami  next  year  commiinderin-(diief 
at  riyiiioiitii.  He  became  admiral  in  17!t4, 
and  had  an  imiiortant  share  in  Lord  Howe's 
victory  ;  for  his  gallant  conduct  ho  was  created 
an  liisii  peer,  and  received  a  jiension.  He 
was  wounded  in  this  engafrement,  so  he 
resi^jncd  liis  command  ;  he  died  in  Febi  imry 
1  HdU.    (Stki'iikn's  Did.  of  Nat.  Btoi/raphi/.) 

'  General  Amherst  was  an  ensign  lird 
F(  ot  Guards,  175.'i;  lieutenant  and  captain, 
1757  ;  colonel,  1706;  colonel  32nd  Kegiment, 


1775;  major-iieiienil,  1777;  and  licutenant- 
freneral,  177'.'.  Diiriii!;'  liis  distinjjuished 
career  he  held  the  iippuintment  of  Lieuteiiant- 
(iovcrnor  of  I'ortsmoiitli,  adjutant-general  at 
head-((iiarters,  and  aide-de-camp  to  the 
King.  He  died  Kith  May  17SI.  He  married 
a  Aliss  Patterson,  ii  celebrated  beauty  at 
(Jeorge  Ill.'s  (^>urt.  The  portrait  of  liiin  is 
from  a  painting  by  Sir  .1.  Reynolds  at 
.Montreal,  .^eviiioiiks,  in  the  possession  of 
the  liiglit  Hon.  Karl  AmhiTst ;  it  is  ro- 
|)i()duced  from  a  photograph  by  Mr.  K. 
Kssenhigh  Coike,  Sevenoaks.  .\mherst'-  |ien 
was  as  shiiri)  .'is  his  sword;  lie  tells  D'llaus- 
soiiville,  ill  answer  to  his  pa«conading  :  '•  If 
any  injury  is  done  to  the  tort,  he  will  put 
every  man  to  the  sword."  In  pith  and  p:>int 
the  g.'illiint  (Colonel's  despatches  remind  one 
of  the  Duke  of  Wellington's,  (ieneral  Am- 
lieist's  son,  William  I'ilt.  who  succeeded  his 
uncle  as  second  Maron,  served  as  Amhasvador 
to  China,  and  as  (ioveriuu'  (iencral  of  India; 
iie  ^\as  created  Earl  Amherst, 
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Germans;  troops  were  also  ilesputcheil  from  Loui&bourg.^     On  the  lltli 

of  September  the  fleet,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lord  Colville,^  and  the  transports 
with  the  troops,  were  ort'  the  narrows  of 
St.  John's. 

Tlie  French,  besides  the  strong,  ahnost 
impregnable  position  which  they  occupied 
in  St.  John's  with  seven  hundred  soldiers, 
had  a  squadron  consisting  of  tl  .;  Mobuste 
(74),  L'EveUle  (G4),  La  Garonne  (44), 
La  Sicoime  (30),  and  a  bomb  ketch.  The 
whole  English  force  was  less  than  seven 
hundred. 

Amherst  had  distinguished  himself  at 
Louisbourg  and  Quebec,  and  right  gallantly 
he  led  his  troops.  The  French  attempted 
to  stop  his  landing  at  Torbay  but  the 
light  ini'antry,  under  Captain  McDonnell, 
soon  drove  theta  back.  The  English  then 
advanced  rapidly  on  Quidi  Vidi,  where 
there  was  a  sharp  fight.  The  French 
retreated  up  Signal  Hill  with  sucli  pre- 
cipitation that  they  left  several  prisoners 
in  our  hands. 

Hefore  daylight  the  next  morning  an 
assault   was    made   on    Signal     Hill ;    the 
heroic     IMcDonnell     actually     passed     the 
sentries,  and  was  not  discovered  by  the  enemy  until  they  saw   him 


FREKcn  soi.riKE,  n.'in. 

From  Whisiir'.i  -V.  (0  C.  II.  of 

Aiiii-riva, 


'  The  British  troops  wen.'  ooniposcd  o*" 
oompaiiie.-i  of  llii- — 

Koviils,  iiow  the  Koyal  Scots  (Lothiiiii 

Kc'ginu'iit). 
77tli,  or  iMdiitfiomery's  Hijrhlanders  ; 

disliar.diMl  in  17fi:t  [17V.">V]. 
78th,  or   Krii.scr's   Highlanders;   dis- 
banded ill  1703. 
IJojal    Americans,  afterwards    COth 
Kiflcs, 
AFontgomerv's    was    raise<l   in    17."i7   hy 
A.  MontfTonnrii,  iitierwards  Karl  of  Eglinfon  ; 
Frazcr's    \>\    Sir    Simon    Frascr,    son    of   the 
celehrattd    Lord    Lovat  j  the   Hoyal   Scots   is 
the   most   ancient  and  one  of  the   most  dis- 
iinfiuishcd    of    tile    Hriti^h    rtiriinents.      'Ilie 
Freiicli  were  very  niucli  al'raiil  of  these  kilted 
warriors;  no  lietttr  troops  cciil''    have   heeii 
chosen  for  tlie  work;  they  wc.  ilioroiij^hly  at 
bomeui  tlii'  difHcultc<'   nlry  around  Quidi  Vidi. 
"  Alc\aiidcr     l.oi.l    Col\  ille,    the    fonrth 
Baron,  scrve<l  iu  the  Mediterranean  iu  17-14 


as  captain  of  the  Diirslci/  gnllei/.  He  distin- 
giPslied  liiiiisclf  hy  cai)tinin)r  a  French  vessel, 
and  destroyiiifj  eifrht  others  off  Genoa.  In 
17.5,')  he  was  sent  to  North  America  ;  and  in 
17.)7  was  present  at  the  iinsnccessfiil  attack 
on  Louishonifr,  by  Admiral  Holhnrne,  and  at 
the  takiiiff  of  the  saint  place  next  year.  He 
was  left  on  the  station  witli  temporary  coin- 
inodore's  rank  durinfr  the  winter.  He  served 
under  Sir  C  Saunders  in  the  expedition  against 
(iiU'hcc  in  175!t.  He  wintered  at  Halifax, 
and  was  eiifjaged  in  17o0  tryinjj  to  intercept 
siip])lies  to  the  French  army  then  besieginj; 
(iiicl)ce.  He  continued  to  serve  in  North 
America  during  1701  and  1762.  On  returning 
to  Kiiglaiid  after  the  recapture  of  St.  John's 
in  I7(')2,  lie  was  made  Hear-Admiral  of  the 
White.  He  subsequently  served  as  coiii- 
maiider-in  chief  on  the  North  American 
station.  He  returned  to  Kngland  in  17(!8, 
and  died  in  177U.  (^CuAKNOCli's  Jiioi/ruphia 
Navalis.') 
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at  the  top  of  the  hill.  Against  such  determined  bravery  the  French 
could  not  stand.  The  gallant  McDonnell  was  liadly  woiuide<l  in  tlie 
moment  of  victory,'  and  Liontenaut  Scliuyler  of  the  Royal  i\mericans 
and  aViout  thirty  men  were  killed.  Un<ler  cover  of  a  thick  fog,  the 
French  admiral  slipped  his  cal»les,  {ipkI  left  the  troops  to  their  fate. 
On  the  2()tl)  the  whole  French  garrison  surrendered. 

The  retaking  of  St.  John's  in  17<)2  is  represented  as  one  of  the  best 
con<lucted,  most  splendid,  and  most  impei-tant  of  all  the  successes  of  the 
glorious  war  which  resulted  in  the   capture  of  Hnvaiuia  and   Manilla. 


ylll'  111   KKO.M    SlONAt.  HILL. 

From  a  flrdU'iitf)  hii  Cut.  Skiuiur  uf.uut  i'l/s,  II. M.  3ISS.,  3.1,J.1.1. 

The  fleet  and  the  army  eo-operated  with  singular  liarmony  and  success ; 
both  the  whole  plaji  and  tlu'  sidiordinate  jjarts  of  tlie  expedition  were 
conducted  with  con-iumnMtte  windom  and  lio-oic  biaveiy.'^ 

In  onler  to  un<h'rstand  tlx'  surroundings  of  the  Tiv»  ty  of  Paris,'' 
which  concluded  lii.-  war  in  t,.'  n^xt  year,  it  is  necessary  t<j  exj^lain 
shortly  the  piece«ling  eventH. 


'  Captain  McDonnell,  the  hero  of  this 
piUant  attack,  though  severely  wonnded,  was 
not  killed  ;  he  finally  recovered  and  returned 
to  Knglaiid  Durinj;  h.-  illne»K  he  was  most 
•  arffully  n-rrsed  by  Mr  Horwood,  of  t^uidi 
Vidi.griw  xraniliuother  .'  Mr.  .lohn  Horwood, 
best  known  amongst  u*  >  •  Protistant  .lohn, 
of  yuidi  Vidi." 

"  A  very  full  accouii-  of  these  j!allant 
actitius  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  this 


chapter  taken  from  the  "  Gentleman's  Mapa- 
ziue  "  of  October  17(>i,  kindlv  li  nt  to  mj  by 
Dr.  Pilot. 

'  TiiKATY  OP  Paris. 
Article  V. —  It  is  a;;reed  that  the  subjects 
of  France  shall  have  the  liberty  of  tishinfj  and 
druiijr  fish  on  a  |iart  of  the  coast  of  the 
Isljind  of  Newfoundland  such  as  is  specifiefl 
in  Article  Xlll.  of  the  Treaty  of  Itivcht, 
which  article  is  rem^wed  and  coiiflrmed  by  the 
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When  fJeorge  III.  caine  to  t\w  tlirone  the  Seven  Years'  War  was  still 
in  pio<rre,sK ;  Fivdeiiek  the  (Jreat  was  ptliantly  %htinjr  France  and 
Austria— the  alliance  "  des  trois  cotillons  '  -three  petticoats— Marni 
There.sa  Empress  of  Austria,  Madame  de  Pompadour  and  the  Riiipre.ss 
of  Russia.  The  En(>lisli  had  beaten  the  French  at  sea,  in  the  East  and 
We.st  Indies,  and  in  America ;  there  had  been  one  fatal  iniscarria<re  at 
Minorca,  for  which  Admiral  Byng  was  shot,  according  to  Voltaire, 
"  killing  one  admiral  to  encourage  the  otheis."     Pitt,  in  order  to  balance 

the  loss  of  Minorca,  captured  Belle 
Isie  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay. 

Whilst  negotiations  for  peace 
were  luMTig  carried  on  throughout 
17()1,  Pitt  suddenly  found  the 
French  growing  bolder  in  their 
demands ;  they  insisted  tliat  the 
Spaniards,  as  well  as  themselves, 
.should  have  the  right  of  fishing 
in  iS'ewfouiidland.  He  declared 
he  would  not  consent  to  this. 
e\('u  if  the  Spaniards  captured 
the  Tower  of  London.  Pitt  found 
out  th''.')Ugh  his  agents  that  thert 
w  as  a  secret  treaty  l)etween 
France  and  Spain  —  the  family 
in[)a>^t  —  and  that  Spain  was 
uly  awaiting  the  arrival  of 
iier  treasure  sliips  to  declare 
wai 
The  "cnius  of  Cliatlian.  ~aw  thr(>u<di  theii  designs,  ,>nd  to  counteract 
them  he  resolved  to  immediat^'ly  begin  the  tight  with  Spain,  vieorge  III 
opposed  him,  his  coileague.s  were  timid,  and  as  he  couiti  not  carry  out 
what  he  believed  to  be  the  true  policy  for  England,  he  resigned  «>n  the 
5t,h  October  1701. 


I.UUI'    CHATHAM. 
From  (Ml  inijrating  /ly  Unim/iton. 


pn'St'iit  Treaty  (except  what  elates  to  the 
Island  of  t'lipe  IJreton  lis  well  as  to  the  other 
islands  and  coasts  in  the  nidulh  and  in  the 
tiulf  St.  Iia\vrence),and  His  Kritannie  Majesty 
con-enis  to  leave  to  the  subjeets  of  the  nioft 
Christian  Kinj^  the  liberty 'f  fishinff  in  the 
(iulf  of  St.  LawreiK".!  on  I'ondition  that  the 
subjeets  of  France  do  not  exercise  the  sa'ie 
fisliery,  Itut  at  tlie  distance  of  three  leafiu.s 
from  nil  tlie  coasts  belonginfr  to  (ireat 
Hritaiu  us  well  those  of  the'  continent  as 
those  of  the  islands  situutvd  in  the  (julf  of 


St.  Lawrence.  And  as  to  what  relates  to  the 
tishery  on  the  coast  of  the  Island  of  Cape 
Hreton,  out  cf  the  Haid  {Jiilf  the  s\d).ieets  of 
the  most  Christian  Kiiij;  shall  not  be  per- 
mitted to  exercise  the  said  fishery  'mt  at  a 
distance  of  tiiteen  leagues  I'roni  the  coast  of 
the  Islam!  of  <.'ape  Hreton,  and  the  fishery  on 
the  coasts  of  Nova  Scotia  or  Acadie,  anil 
everywhere  else  out  of  the  said  (iulf  shall 
remain  on  the  foot  of  former  treaties. 

Article  VI. — The  King  of  (ireat  Hritain 
cedes  the  Islands  of  St.  Pierre  aud  Miquelon, 
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On  the  2nd  of  January  1762,  his  feeble  and  corrupt  successor,  Bute, 
had  <ji)  declare  the  very  war  against  Spain  which  he  had  foreseen  was 
ine vital »l*>.  In  one  .  hort  year  the  unfortunate  Spaniards  saw  their 
annies  bcattii  in  Portugal,  Cuba  and  Manilla  torn  from  their  grasp, 
their  commerce  destroyi'd,  and  their  fleets  annihilated. 

Both    our   antagonists    were    now    clamorous   for   peace.     Pitt  had 
declared  to  (  lioiseul,  tlie  French  minister,  that  he  would  make  no  second 
Treaty  of  Utrecht.     On  the  ICth  of  February  1763,  the  Treaty  of  Paris 
was  signed.     It  excited  even   more 
indignation    in    England    than    the 
former  one  of  1713. 

The  great  Chatham,  so  ill  that 
he  had  to  be  allowed  to  sit  in 
thf  House,  denounced,  in  one  of 
his  most  magniticent  speeches,  the 
tc;rms  of  this  infamous  treaty.  Al- 
most in  the  language  of  jvrophecy 
he  predicted  what  the  cession  of 
St.  Pierre  and  Mi(juelon  would  be 
to  tlds  Colony  ;  he  vehemently 
attacked  the  surrender  of  the  right 
of  fishery  in  Newfoundland  to  the 
French,  and  the  rest(jration  of 
Cuba — the  pearl  of  the  West 
Indies — to  the  Spaniards. 

Bute  was  openly  charged  in  the 
House   of  Commons  with  bribery  ; 

the  very  sum,  £300,000,  was  named,  that  had  been  paid  to  him  by  the 
French.^  There  can  be  no  other  explanation  of  this  shameless  siiriender 
of  territory  actually  in  our  possession. 

The  folly  of  the  English  Ministry  in  ceding  the  fishery  and  St.  Pierre 
and    Miquelou   to   France  had  nearly   been   eclipsed    by   a   still   more 
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in  full  rij;ht,  to  His  most  ( 'lirinf ian  Majertty, 
to  serve  as  a  sheher  to  tlie  Freiieh  tishi-riiien  ; 
and  his  said  most  t'hristian  Majesty  engages 
not  to  fortify  the  said  Islands,  to  erect  no 
buildings  upon  them,  hut  merely  tor  the 
eonvenienee  of  the  tisliery,  and  to  keep  upon 
them  a  guard  of  fifty  men  only,  tor  tlie 
police. 

'  Junius,  in  his  cele'  rated  letter  to  the 
Duke  of  Hedford,  does  not  scruple  to  charge 
his  Gruce,  who  wus  one  of  Bute's  colleagues, 


with  bribery:— "  Belle  Isle,  Goree,  CJuada- 
lei'pe,  St.  Lucia,  Martinique,  The  Fishery, 
and  Jie  Havana,  are  glorious  monuments  of 
your  Grace's  talents  for  negotiation.  My 
Lord,  \'n  are  too  well  aciiuainted  with  your 
liecuni-.ry  chara Liter  to  think  it  possible  that 
so  ma  ly  public  sacrifices  should  liave  been 
made  without  some  private  coinpeiiBation. 
Your  conduct  carries  with  it  an  internal 
evidence,  beyond  all  the  legal  proofs  of  a 
Court  of  Justice.' 


rr 
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outrageous  proposition.  A  strong  party  in  the  Miiiisfcry  were  in  favour 
of  restoring  Canada  to  France  ;  it  was  mainly  due  to  the  strong  protests 
of  the  American  Colonies,  through  their  most  able  diplomatist,  Benjamin 
Franklin,  that  this  w>is  prevented. 

The  secret  history  of  the  treaty,  which  is  now  laid  bare,  shows  the 
ministry  in  their  very  worst  light.  They  voluntarily  offered  to  restore 
the  fishing  privileges  given  under  the  Utrecht  Treaty.  In  the  com- 
mencement of  the  negotiations,  France  agreed  to  surrender  Canada, 
provided  she  was  allowed  to  keep  Cape  Breton,  and  to  enjoy  the  fishery 
in  the  St.  Lawrence  and  on  the  banks  and  Island  of  Newfoundland. 
The  fortifications  of  Louisboui-g  were  to  be  destroyed,  and  the  harbour 
laid  out  for  common  use. 

The  English  Ministry  flatly  refused  all  concession  of  Cape  Breton, 
Nova  Scotia,  or  Canala.  They  would  give  the  right  t)f  fishing  in  New- 
foundland, if  the  stipulations  about  the  dismantling  of  the  French 
foi'tifications  at  Dunkirk  were  agreed  to.  They  might  have  St.  Pierre 
on  four  conditions  : — • 

"  1.  That  the  Island  should  not  be  fortified  or  troops  be  stationed  there. 

"  2.  That  no  other  vessels  sho  ild  be  admitted  there  even  for  shelter ;  that  the 
harbour  should  bo  used  for  her  own  fishermen  alone.  [This  was  meant 
to  keep  out  Basques  and  t<j  prevent  smuggling ;  an  utterly  unworkable 
condition.] 

"  3.  That  the  possession  of  St.  Pierre  should  not  bo  deemed  to  extend  in  any 
■way  the  stipulations  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht :  that  is  to  say — 

"  A  loco  Cap  Bonavista  non  cupato,  asqnc  ad  extremitatem  ejusdem 
insula!  septentrionalem,  indique  at  latus  occidentale  recurrendo  usque 
ad  locum  Pointo  Riche  appellatum." 

"  From  the  place  called  Cape  Bonaviiua  to  the  northern  extremity  of 
the  said  Island  and  thence  running  westerly  to  the  place  denominated 
Point  Riche." 

"  i.  That  an  English  Commissary  should  be  allowed  to  reside  at  St.  Pierre, 
and  the  Commander  of  the  British  Man  of  War  on  the  Newfoundland 
station  should  have  liberty  to  visit  the  Island  and  see  that  these  four 
conditions  were  complied  with." 


The  French  were  dissatisfied.  They  did  not  want  St.  Pierre.  Tliey 
said  it  was  too  small,  that  it  was  so  near  Placentia,  that  it  would  not 
serve  as  a  shelter,  and  that  it  would  crojite  disputes  between  the  two 
nations.  They  would  prefer  Prince  Edward  IfJaud  or  Cape  Breton  ; 
finally  they  agreed  to  accept  Canseau. 

The  British  Ministry  would  not  consent  to  give  up  Canseau.  Of 
course  New  England  and  Nova  Scotia,  had  stixing  influence,  and   they 
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did  all  in  their  power  to  prevent  the  French  {jetting  any  settlement  (m 
the  continent.  Finally,  when  the  English  Ministry  threw  iu  Miquelon, 
they  then  accepted  the  terms  offered. 

The  French  agreed  to  keep  up  no  military  establishment,  only  a 
guard  of  fifty  men  to  support  police  regulations,  ami  that  an  much  as 
poHftlble  with  so  iveak  a  force  they  ivould  jirevent  all  forehjn  vessels 
from  sheltering  as  required. 

How  childlike  and  bland  were  these  French  diplomatists.  By  the 
light  of  the  present  day,  when  St.  Pierre  is  the  common  resort  of  all 
the  smugglers  in  North  America,  and  when  on  no  consideration  will 
France  allow  England  to  have  a  consul  in  their  Colony,  this  paragraph 
reads  very  humorously. 

The  J'rench  agreed  that  their  fisheiy  in  Newfoundland  .should  be 
regulated  by  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht ;  thoy  made  no 
objections  whatever  to  the  residence  of  the  conunissary. 

As  usual,  the  whole  commercial  world  of  England  was  opposed  to 
any  concession  of  the  Newfoundland  fishery  to  France.  The  commerce 
of  England  had  sutlered  very  much  from  the  French  navj'  and  the 
privateers  of  Dunkirk.  They  knew  that  the  fishery  was  a  great  wjurce 
of  wealth  to  their  enemy,  and  the  chief  imrsery  for  her  seamen :  on 
strong  national,  as  Well  as  commercial  givunds,  they  sternly  opposed 
the  concession.  The  Common  Coimcil  of  London,  as  representing  the 
whole  mercantile  interest  of  Great  Britain,  transmitted  to  the  House  of 
Conmions  peremptory  instructions  to  the  city  members.  The  New- 
foundland fishery,  it  was  said,  was  worth  more  than  all  Caaia-Ja.  They 
declared  "  that  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  fi.shing  in  the  American 
seas  should  be  reserved  to  the  subjects  of  the  British  Ci-own."  All 
the  ablest  and  most  patriotic  Englishmen  of  the  day  wei'e  t)|i[M)sed  to 
the  fishery  clauses  of  the  treaty;  the  pamphlet.'--  and  periodicals  of  the 
time  are  full  of  denunciations  of  Bute.  The  literature  on  the  subject 
is  fuller  and  far  more  fiei'ce  than  the  famous  opposition  to  the  Tn-at^' 
of  Utrecht  ;  the  scurrilous  Wilkes.  an<l  the  unscrupulous  Cluuvliill, 
abused  and  caricatured  the  authors  of  the  treaty  iu  every  mood  and 
tense  of  objurgation. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  attacks  and  all  the  intelligent  opposition, 
the  treaty  was  carried  by  the  immense  majority  of  tliree  hundred  and 
nineteen  against  sixty-five  in  the  corrupt  House  of  Commons.  All 
Pitt's  splendid  eloquence  wn-i  wasted  on  members  that  were  briber!  and 
bought  by  the  ministry.  Chatham  said,  in  his  great  philippic  against 
Lord  Bute,  that  England  s  exclusive  right  to   the   4shery   and  Uj  tho 
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possession  of   St.  Pierre   and   Miciuelon    was   an   object  worthy  to  be 
contested  by  the  extremity  of  war. 

Under  the  governorsliip  of  Lord  Tuxhiey,  1740,  begin  a  series  of 
records  preserved  in  the  Colorial  Secretary's  OtHce.  Through  the 
courtesy  of  the  Hon.  Robert  Bond,  I  have  been  allowed  to  peruse 
them;  they  make  reference  to  other  record  books,  which  are  either 
mislaid  or  were  removed  to  England,  or  destroyo<l  in  the  French 
invasion.  They  are  not  quite  complete,  but  for  the  pericjd  over  which 
th<'y  extend  are  an  excellent  guide  to  our  local  history. 

Amongst  the  names  in  these  books,  di.stinguislu'd  amongst  many 
celebrities,  is  that  of  Thomas  Graves,  R.N.,  Captain  of  H.M.S.  Antdope. 
i^Wii   cannot   peruse  these  musty  old  papei-s  without  forming  pictinvs  in 

the  mind's  eye  of  the  various 
worthies  whose  acts  are  recorded 
in  these  gubernatorial  diaries.  I 
must  confess  to  a  strange  liking 
for  this  worthy  hero ;  as  I  ivm] 
his  crabbed  old  writing  I  fancy 
him  presiding  with  dignity  in  the 
riacentia  court  house,  then  held  in 
a  dingy  room  in  Thomas  Kennedy's 
house. 

The  cool,  methodical  way  in 
which  he  sets  to  work  to  defend 
the  Colony,  his  admirable  ai-range- 
ments,  his  lucid  judgments,  his 
entire  freedom  from  the  bigotry  of 
the  jige,  mark  the  high  qualities  of 
one  who,  in  an  age  of  naval  heroes, 
was  distinguished  for  his  undaunted 

His  tiiiht  with 


LOltll  OK.WES. 

From  an  engraviny  after  Northcote. 
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the  French  admiral  largely  contributed  to  Lord  Howe's  victory  on  t!ie 
memorable  first  of  .lune  1794.  This  terrible  duel  is  one  of  the  most 
stirring  passages  in  English  naval  histoiy.  For  his  gall.-mtry  he  w<)s 
created  Lord  Gmvos. 

Both  before  and  after  the  peace  he  had  difficult  and  ar(Uious  work, 
settlitm"  claims  arising  out  of  the  wur — i-estoring  property  plundered 
from  the  iahabitants.  Many  had  taken  a  Ivantage  of  the  war  to  rob 
their  merchants ;  Graves  disposed  of  all  these  various  (juestions 
pi\>niptlv  and  tWrly.  I  gather  from  these  records  that  whilst  the  French 
hi'ld  St.  John's  from  the  ■27th  of   Jiuw  until   the  20th  of    September 
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following,  the  English  remained  in  pissession  of  the  other  fortitieil 
places.  Carbonear  Island,  however,  for  the  only  time  in  our  history, 
was  captured  and  the  foititications  destroyed.  Placentia,  Ferryland, 
Carboneai-,  and  Bay  Bulls  were  jieaceably  occupied  by  part  of  Colonel 
Amherst's  forces.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Brooks  of  Bay  Bulls,  Mr.  Robei-t 
Cvrtcr  of  Ferryland,  and  Mr.  Charles  Garland,  the  Harbour  (.Jrace 
niiigistrate,  furnished  supplies  to  Carbonear,  Ferryland,  and  Bay  Bulls. 
These  fine  old  merchants  not  only  supj)lied  the  garrisons,  but  were  most 
e!iei-g(;tic  in  getting  men,  providing  boats,  and  fitting  out  small  vessels 
■M  aid  in  the  defence  (jf  the  Colony. 

Besides  the  St.  John's  records,  books  were  kept  at  Placentia,  Ferry- 
land, Harbour  Grace,  (Sic,  containing  the  judgments  of  the  surrogate 
courts.  The  most  atnusing  are  the  jiapers  from  Placentia,  under 
Robert  Edgecumbe  and  Haddock,  justices  of  the  peace.  Their  wor.ships 
were  not  contented  with  administeiing  the  law  after  an  erratic  fashion 
of  their  own,  taxation  even  did  not  sati-sf}^  their  lust  for  power — they 
determined  the  prices  at  which  goods  should  be  sold  to  the  fishermen. 
In  these  records  is  a  copy  of  an  agreement  made  by  their  ordcsrs  between 
Simon  HoiKsyburn,  on  behalf  of  William  Turner,  Little  Placentia,  and 
his  planters : — 

"  Bread  iuul  tloui'  at  20;-  Ii<?r  cwt.  oxccjjt  when  bouglit  in  Little  riiiccntia  then 
t"  be  •22,'-,  I'ork  £3.  10/-  per  bil.,  SpuniHli  Suit  16,-  per  libd..  Soap  and  Candles  Hd. 
per  lb.,  Ruv->  '  6  per  gall.,  boots  2.j- per  pair,  Leather  :i/- per  li>.,  Powder  2- per 
lb.,  Tobacco  0(L  per  lb.,  Molasses  4/-  i)cr  gall,  15  ^/^  to  be  allowed  on  all  slujis 
eiipplied  to  their  men;  one-third  of  balance  to  bo  paid  in  Bills  of  Exchange. 
Little  Placentia  8th  Oct.  17t5L" 

After  settling  the  prices  the  court  further  ordered  that  no  fisherman 
was  to  deliver  his  fish  to  tlie  supplying  merchant  until  he  received  his 
winter's  supplies. 

Honeyburn  was  evidently  litigious  and  obstiiuite ;  he  figiires  largely 
in  the  courts.  He  had  a  dispute  with  a  spirited  Irishman  named 
Lawrence  Reilly,  who  had  struck  him.  Reilly  charged  Honeybuni  with 
keeping  his  wages  back  and  charging  him  twenty-four  shillings  for 
neglect  of  dut} .  The  mHgistrnte.»N  <irdere<l  Reilly  to  ask  Honeyburn's 
pardon  before  the  public  court;  he  refused  in  a  very  emphatic  manner, 
whereupon  he  was  sentenced  '  to  be  confini-<l  for  twenty-four  hours  in 
the  bhuk  hole  of  the  guard-house."  William  Collins  was  charged  by  John 
Green,  his  servant,  with  having  licaten  and  tui-ned  him  away  ;  Ccjllins 
was  ordered  to  pay  his  servant's  passage  home  "  in  order  that  the  place 
may  not  be  troubled  with  vaga'.onds."  Collins  evidently  had  the  ear 
of  tlie  court.  The  leign  of  these  burle.s(|ne  justices  came  to  an  ntitimely 
end   in    1704.     They  were  summarily  dismissed  by  Sir   Hugh   Palliser 
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witli  a  stinging  reprimand,  nn<l  Jervis  Grossanl,  Ricliard  Braithwaite, 
and  William  Bennett  reigned  in  their  stead. 

In  1702  the  first  custom  house  came  into  existence,  and  the  first 
collector,  Mr.  Hamilton,  was  appointed  ;  he  was  under  the  control  of  the 
department  in  Bcston,  Mass.,  then  the  capital  of  the  Bi'itish  North 
American  Colonies.  The  West  Country  merchants  were  so  reluctant  to 
pay  him  any  fees  that,  after  tiying  to  live  there  for  one  season,  he 
threw  up  the  post  in  disgust.  He  was  succee<led  the  next  year  by  a 
Scotchman,  Alexander  Dunn,  who  appears  to  have  been  made  of  sterner 
stuff;  either  his  ominous  name,  steady  perseverance,  or  better  defined 
legal  rights,  enabled  him  to  get  in  the  fees. 

In  iTCn  the  survey  of  the  Island    •'  as   coniTnenced  by  the   immortal 
navigator,  Cook.     He  had  been  employed  as   master  in   the  navy  at  the 
siege  of  Louisbourg  ;  with   great  gallantry,  in  face  of  the   enemy's  shot 
and    shell,    he    had    sounded    and    surveyed 
the    St.    Lawrence,    and    piloted     the    fieet 
in  Wfjlfe's  last  fight.     Cook  was    master   of 
the     Korthumbcrland     in     Lord      Colville's 
squadron  in  1762,  and  had  also  been  in  New- 
foundland  under  Governor  Graves.     He  i-e- 
tui'ned  in  1704  witli  Sir  Hugh  Palliser,  who 
highly  appreciated  his  scientific  ability  and 
sterling   qualities.     Cook  was  engaged  in  the 
arduous  work  of    surveying   for  four  years, 
until  1767. 

His  account  of  an  eclipse  of  the  sun, 
seen  at  Burgeo,  was  published  in  the  "  Philosophical  Transactions,"  and 
added  .greatly  to  his  reputation  as  a  skilled  scientist ;  at  Burgeo  Islands, 
and  several  other  places  on  the  Newfoundland  coast,  his  survey  marks 
are  still  pointed  out. 

The  great  navigator,  unlike  his  superior  officer,  PalTser,  took  a  most 
hopeful  view,  both  of  the  resources  and  the  future  of  Newfoundlnnd. 
He  told  his  friends  of  the  great  mineral  wealth  of  the  Island,  especially 
of  the  supply  of  coal ;  on  what  grounds  he  based  this  latter  statement 
we  are  not  informed  ;  however,  he  declared  that  he  had  pei-sonally  seen 
the  coal,  probably  on  the  west  coast,  where  it  has  been  long  known  to 
exist. 

To  this  day  Cook's  chart  of  our  island  is  noted  for  its  minute 
accuracy ;  it  shows  the  indomitable  perseverance  and  genius  of  the  man 
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who,  from  the  very  lowest  origin,  a  poor  cabin  boy,  solely  by  liis  own 
exerti(jns,  rose  to  the  rank  of  captain  in  the  Navy,  and  the 


highest 


cook's  map.' 


position  in  his  age  as  a  navigator,  nautical  astronomer,  and  scientific 
observer. 

'  For  convenience   of    reproduction  tlie  IIoIImikI  hns  been  usecJ.    This  map  shows  v.'lint 

suiuU  copy  of   Cook's  map   given  h_y    Major  was  known  of  the  interior  prior  to  1800. 
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In  1704  Admiral  CJravca  was  succeeded  by  Sir  Hu;,di  I'alliHer,'  wlio 
was  at'tcrwanlH  Itroufflit  into  notoriety  by  bis  cbjirj^e  n^Min.st  Aihiiinil 
Kt'ppel,  and  the  suUseijuont  eourt-niaitiid.s  beld  upon  botli  licenser  and 
acen.sed.  Public  feeling  was  undoubte(lly  in  favour  of  the  gidlant  Keppel, 
and  deservedly  ho. 

One  of  the  first  duties  of  the  new  (Jovernor  was  in  connexion  with 
the  treaty  of  the  previouH  year.  He  was  instructed  by  tlio  lionio 
fjoveninient  to  issuo  the  followinj;  proclamation.  It  begins  with  recitinj^ 
the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  enjoining  : — 


"  1.  That,  there  shoulil  bo  no  distinction  or  intomijition  given  to  the  snbjeeta 
of  Franco  in  injoyment  of  the  FiKbory  allowed  them  by  the  stijnilationa 
of  tiie  'I'tciitiea. 

"2.  The  Harbor  Admirals  and  all  ofTicors  were  to  take  care  that  the  said 
subjecrs  of  Friineo  be  permitted  nnd  allowed  in  common  with  the  kiiif^'s 
enbjocts  to  choose  their  stiitions  durin<^  the  Fishery  season  accordinfj;  iia 
they  shall  respectively  arrive  in  the  ITiu'bors,  and  occn[)y  sneh  a  space  of 
]3cach  a-s  shall  be  jirojjortioned  to  their  number  of  boats,  as  long  as  tho 
said  subjects  of  France  shall  be  actually  cm])loyed  in  lisliing  inid  drying 
of  fish.  In  case  of  dis])ute  the  Cajjtaina  of  H.M.'s  ships  and  ITariior 
Admii'als  were  to  proceed  with  the  strictest  justice  nnd  report  their 
proceedings;  the  subject  matter  to  be  taken  in  writing  and  tiansmitted 
by  the  admirals  duly  authenticated  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  or  to  the 
Ciovcrnor,  to  be  confirnicd  or  annulled  as  justice  may  require. 

"  3.  The  ofhccrs  were  not  upon  any  pretence  whatever  to  intcri'ere  in  disputes 
which  might  arise  between  French  subjects. 

"  4.  The  French  were  not  to  be  disturbed  in  their  ]:ersons,  pro])erties  nnd 
cH'ects,  carrying  or  fishing  within  the  limits  aforesaid  according  to  tho 
treaties. 
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'  Palliser  was  born  in  Yorkshire  in  1?22  ; 
lie  was  sent  at  an  early  a<re  to  sea,  under  the 
care  of  a  relnlioa  ;  heoanip  a  lii'iiti'iiiint  in 
1712,  aiii  was  at  tlie  action  off  Toulon  in 
1744.  He  coniininKk'd  the  Wt'iizlc.  sloop 
in  I74fi,  and  was  promoted  for  oapturinir  four 
French  privateers  oil'  Hcucliy  Head.  lie  was 
wounded  by  an  accidenfnl  disciiarfje  of  fir<'- 
nrrns  at  Dominica,  and  became  ever  after 
lame  in  the  left  lejr,  bavin}?  a  perpetuul  and 
sometimes  very  excruciatin<j  pain  ;  this  wound 
eventually  caused  bis  death.  Whilt;  scrvin;; 
in  Scotland  he  made  many  enemies,  and  lieinjj 
enticed  on  shore,  was  arrested  and  imiirlsoned 
in  the  Tolbooth  for  some  days,  until  he  was 
released  by  the  Lords  of  Session.  He  went 
with  Keppel  to  Virginia  in  17.55.  ]{y  faUinjj 
a  more  southerly  course  his  men  arrived 
in  good  health,  while  Keppel's  were  all 
invalided.  He  was  at  the  capture  of  (inebec 
in  17.59;  he  arrived  too  late  to  take  part  in 
the  recaptiu'c  of  St.  .John's  in  17G2.  On 
aecoimt  of  his  spirited  policy  while  Governor 
of   Newfoundland,  the   French    ambassador 


presented  many  memorials  apainst  jiim,  but 
he  was  fully  supported  by  tlie  English 
ministry.  In  1770  he  was  Controller  of  the 
Js'avy,  and   177:!  was  created  a  baronet.     Tn 

1774  he  rejjreseiited  Scarborough  in  Parlia- 
ment ;  and    in    1775   received    his    flag.      In 

1775  he  was  lieutenant-general  of  marines; 
and  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Blue  in  1778.  The 
di-liute  between  Kejipel  and  Palliser  (wlio 
bad  been  great  jiersonal  friends),  <iw!ng  to 
the  indecisive  action  of  the  27th  .Inly  1778, 
was  coiniected  jiartly  with  diircreiices  of 
o))inion  on  the  political  aspect  of  the 
Amc'-'ican  war.  Din-ing  the  events  succeed- 
ing the  court  martial  which  he  demanded  on 
Keppel  and  himself,  he  resigned  his  appoint- 
ments, but  was  subsciiuently  made  Governor 
of  (ire'nwicb  Hospital.  He  again  entered 
Parliauient,  and  sat  for  Huntingdon.  He 
died  Admiral  of  the  "White  in  1 7!IC.  There 
is  a  moTHunent  to  him  in  Chalfont  St.  Giles 
Church,  Bucks,  where  he  was  interred.  His 
life  was  written  by  K.  M.  Hunt  in  18-44. 
(Ciiabnock's  Bioyruphia  Navulis.) 
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5.  Hia  Majesty  having  lieon  informed  that  l)oatH  loft  in  tho  harhor*  the  winter 
l)oforo   hy    the  Frencli    wcro  hiirtit   or   destroyeil ;    II.M.'h   sulijccts   aro 
enjoined  to  dcHJHt  from  such  jiracticcH. 
"  ft.  These  Rules  to  ho  put  up  in  s'onio  conspicuouH  plaee  in  every  harl)or." 

Pallisor  lins  hccii  lii<fhly  prainod  in  our  histories;  in  .soun,' ros|»ict.s 
htj  is  oiititli'd  to  our  ^nititudu ;  tlio  hoimty  for  the  ti.shory  in  the  Act 
15  Geo.  HI.  cap.  xxxi. — Palli.ser's  Act— is  und('uhtedly  ihic  to  liis 
exertions.  He  dcHni'd  tlic  French  ri^jlits  under  tlie  Treaty  oi"  Paris 
lionestly  and  churl}'.  Accordinff  to  his  h^dits,  he  was  an  exceHent 
(Jovenior — in  lal)ours  inces.sant,  the  very  spirit  of  unrest,  reinarkal)ly 
cleai'-headed,  but  veiy  dictatorial. 

Tlie  G'lvernor  liad  only  one  great  fault — beyond  his  own  circum- 
scribed vision  ho  could  see  no  horizon;  he  ha<l  no  faith,  no  hope.no 
future  for  tin!  Colony ;  the  one 
narrow  insular  idea  of  tlie  age 
])ervaded  his  olHcial  mind,  that  it 
should  1)0  a  fishing  colony,  used  for 
one  great  purpose  only  in  lii.s  eyes, 
supplying  men  for  the  Navy.  With 
this  aim  every  other  consideration, 
eveiy  attempt  to  promote  settle- 
ment, cultivation,  and  civilisation, 
must  be  ruthles.sly  swept  aside. 
On  all  who  opposed  his  views  he 
poured  out  the  vials  of  his  wrath. 
He  could  see  clearly  enough  that 
settlement  could  not  be  prevented, 
so  he  abused  the  Colony  and  tho 
colonist.  No  ruler  since  tho  days 
of  Charles  II.  hated  the  country 
he  was  set  over  more  bitterly  than 
Sir  Hugh  Palliser. 

The  statement  that  he  gave  the  servant  by  this  Act  a  fir,st  claim  on 
the  fish  for  his  wjiges,  is  altogether  erroneous.  It  was  an  ancient  custom 
of  the  fisheiy,  proved  over  and  over  again  ;  it  is  really  founded  on 
the  principle  of  lien,  which  dates  back  to  the  very  foundation  of 
English  law. 

]\Iuch  of  Palliser's  usefulness  as  a  Governor  was  undoubtedly  due  to 
his  able  secretaiy,  .Ino.  Horsenaill,  whose  beautiful  writing  and  well- 
expre.ssed  letter,^  are  contained  in  our  records  durirg  four  years. 
Horsenaill   must   have  been  either   an    original   genius,   or   else   have 
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been  well  trained  ,  all  the  documents  in  his  writing  are  distinguished  for 
precision,  cleamesa,  and  conciseness. 

The  Treaty  of  Paris,  which  Palliser  was  to  put  in  force,  extinguished 
the  last  hopes  of  the  Basques  to  participate  in  the  Newfoundland 
fishery  ;  by  Article  XVIII,  Spain  "  for  ever  relinquished  all  claims  and 
pretensions  to  a  right  of  fishing  on  the  Island."  In  the  brief  war  of 
1763  the  Spaniards  had  procured  from  His  Holiness  full  liberty  to  eat 
nieat  instead  of  Newfoundland  fish  ;  the  order,  however,  seems  to  have 
had  small  effect,  the  export  of  our  staple  commodity  for  that  year  being 
as  large  as  in  former  years.  Dried  cod  is  one  of  the  most  convenient, 
portable,  and,  when  nicely  cooked,  one  of  the  most  succulent  articles  of 
food  for  a  warm  country ;  it  always  has  been,  and  always  will  be,  a 
favourite  dish  in  Spain,  Italy,  Portugal,  Brazil,  and  the  West  Indies.  In 
1705  an  ingenious  attempt  was  made  to  get  over  the  English  law  by 
sending  out  Basque  vessels  with  English  names,  such  as  the  Bilbao 
Merchant,  with  an  English  master  and  an  Anglo-Spanish  crew.  The 
Governor  allowed  them  to  proceed  to  the  banks. 

Palliser's  interpretation  of  the  treaties  is  very  clear  and  distinct. 
Whilst  it  was  a  concurrent  fishery  between  the  two  nations,  the  control 
and  regulation  remained  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  English  authorities. 
Great  Britain,  owning  the  territory  and  being  the  sovereign  power,  alone 
had  authority  to  exercise  coercive  jurisdiction  ;  under  no  circumstances 
were  the  French  allowed  to  take  the  law  into  their  own  hands. 

Palliser  had  iio  scruple  or  hesitation  in  vigorously  enforcing  the 
English  view  of  the  treaty.^     Some  Frenchmen  captui'ed  a  whale  at 


'  "Br  His  Excki.lency  Hugh  Palliskii, 
&c.,  &c. 

"  Whereas  by  flic  proceedings  had  be- 
fore the  .ludfje  of  the  Vice- Admiralty  Co\irt 
htro  rehitiiig  to  ti  Trench  snow,  named 
J^e  MonldKin,  of  Sables  D'Olonne,  arrested 
for  beinfj  employed  on  a  trading  voyage  upon 
that  part  of  the  coast  of  Newfoundland  where 
by  treaties  the  Frencli  are  allowed  to  fish 
but  not  to  traile,  it  appears  by  evidence  on 
oath,  as  follows  : 

"  That  so  soon  as  the  said  snow  arrived 
on  the  coast,  vhieh  was  not  till  the  l;Uh  July, 
the  pemon  nau;ed  Andrew  Colenet,  who  has 
charge  of  the  caigo  and  the  manageir.c"!t  <<f 
the  voyage,  went  on  shore  at  Kngelie,  and 
offered  to  sell  to  the  inhabitants  sundry 
merchandize  (prohibited  in  this  country)  foi 
fish,  and  this  is  in  this  part  owned  by  . 
.  .  .  .  the  said  Colenet,  on  liis  examina- 
tion, pleading  in  excuse  that  he  did  not  know 
it  was  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  country. 

"  It  also  appears  by  the  sliip's  papers 
and  the   examinations  that   she  had  aboard 


(exclusive  of  the  provisions,  necessaries,  and 
fishing  utensils  for  the  voyage)  merchandize 
prohibited  in  this  country,  and  which  was 
ofTereil  as  above  for  sale  by  the  said  Colenet, 
though  the  said  nu^rchandi/.e  is  pretended  to 
be  consigned  to  South  America. 

"  It  also  appears  by  a  written  agreement 
between  the  said  Colenet  and  the  owners  of 
the  said  snow  (which  writing  the  said  (Colenet 
acknowledged  to  be  his  hand),  that  lie  was 
authorised  by  them  to  trade  on  the  coast  of 
Newfoundland  on  their  account,  for  fish  and 
other  merchandize. 

"  After  duly  considering  all  the  proofs 
and  circumstances  attending  this  case,  ami 
finding  tliat  this  vessel  wim  actually  employed 
trading  as  well  as  on  a  fishing  voyage,  I  have 
examined  the  several  laws  relating  to  the  trade 
of  Ilis  Majesty's  plantations,  and  cimsidered 
the  treaties  subsisting  between  the  two 
Oowns,  and  find  that  by  the  several  laws  no 
foreign  ship  or  vessel  can,  on  any  pretence 
whatever,  resort  to  or  carry  on  any  commerce 
to, from,  or  iu  any  of  His  Majesty't;  plautafious, 
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Great  Orange  Harbour,  but  it  was  taken  from  them  nnd  sold.  Othei's  who 
remained  beliind  after  tJie  20tli  of  Septeml)er  to  cut  wood  and  Iniild 
boats,  were  seized  and  sent  to  France.  His  sliip.s  captured  English  and 
American  smugglers  in  St.  Peter's  Roads,  c(mfiscat(!d  their  ves-*els  an<l 
cargoes,  and  banished  them.  He  made  one  Frenchman,  who  had  ptit  a 
«leck  on  his  fishing  boat,  take  it  out;  and  another,  who  had  built  a  small 
vessel,  was  compelled  to  pull  her  to  pieces.  Frenchmen  and  their  ves,sels 
caught  on  the  Newfoxmdland  shore  were  promptl}'  seized,  the  ship 
confiscated,  and  the  owners  landed  at  St.  Pierre.  On  the  other  hand, 
English  .subjects  who  improperly  interfered  with  Frenchmen  wei*e  dealt 
with  severely. 

Joh.u  Duneen,  evidently  an  Irishman,  had  opposed  Forterie,  a  French- 
man, in  the  possession  of  a  room  at  Great  St.  Julien's.  The  Frenchman's 
vessel  haviufj  been  the  first  to  arrive,  he  was  therefore  entitled  to  first 
choice  of  fishing  places.  Duneen  and  all  concerned  were  to  be  arrested 
and  brought  before  the  Governor,  then  to  be  put  on  board  a  man-of-war 
and  sent  home,  .and  if  they  ever  returned  to  Newfoundland  they  wei-e 
to  be  arrested  again,  whipped,  and  banished.  I  think  the  bold  Duneen 
was  never  caught,  and  this  cruel  sentence  was  only  so  nuich  brut  am 
fidmcn. 

In  the  time  of  the  vigorous  Sir  Hugh  there  was  no  truckling  to 
France ;  an  English  naval  officer  had  no  fear  then  of  offending  a  Gallic 
admiral.  We  have  a  description,  in  1702,  of  the  treaty  and  its 
interpretation  from  a  popular  French  point  of  view  in  a  pamphlet 
freely  circulated  from  Paris,  and  copied  into  the  "  Scots  ilagazine  "  of 
December  of  that  year,  when  the  terms  of  peace  were  known  : — 

"  When  we  consider  the  vile  concessions  made  of  our  territories,  righiis  and 
possession.'^,  which  shall  we  most  wonder  at — the  ambition  and  arrogance  of  the 
Biitish  ministry,  or  the  ))usillanimity,  or  perhaps  open  treachery,  of  our  own.  liCt 
us  ijegiu  wi(h  what  relates  to  the  very  valuable  fishery  in  the  North  American 
seas.  In  the  first  place,  then,  wo  have  Riven  up  Isle  lloyale,  or  Cape  Breton,  to 
regain  which,  at  the  last  peace,  we  rclin(|iiislie(l  all  Flanders  and  every  concpiest  in 
Europe. 

"In  the  next  ])]ace,  we  have  abandoned  all  the  most  valiialilo  coasts  from 
whence  the  dry  cod  was  usually  got. 

"  By  the  second  article  of  the  I'reliminarios,  France  cedi-s  to  Groat  Britiiin, 
besides  Cape  Breton,  all  the  other  Islands  in  the  (!ulf  and  River  of  St  Lawrence 
without  restriction  ;  and  by  the  third  article  we  ai'e  exchnled  from  fishing  within 
three  leagues  of  any  of  their  coasts.  The  consequences  of  these  cessions  are 
obvious.  We  ha^'o  iu)thing  left  ua  but  a  iirecarlous  rijlit,  gul>ject  to  cavil  and 
insult,  to  the  •  r,ioruc  verto,'  [literally  green  fish],  a  commodity  not  marketable  in 


but  by  the  treaties  the  subjects  of  France  are 
allo'ved  to  report  to  a  certain  part  of  tlie  coast 
of  Newfounillaiiil  to  fisli,  and  to  land  and  dry 
their  tisli  durin;,'  tlie  lisliing  season  ;  therefore, 

/    p.  2729, 


wliilst  they  eini)loy  theniselvts  in  tlie  husiiiosN 
of  tishini;  oidy,  tlii-y  are  iiiiihr  His  Miijisl  I'x 
pidli'tlioH  fVoni  any  molestation  or  liiiidnMiii; 
lliereiu." 
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Portugal,  Spain  or  Italy,  but  only  fit  for  our  own  home  consumption.  Ever  since 
the  happy  Treaty  of  Utrecht  Franco  has  enjoyed  great  advantages  in  the  dry 
cod  linhery.  At  the  hretikiiig  out  of  this  wai'  we  hud  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  in 
Acadie,  in  Cape  Breton,  in  St.  John's  [P.  E.  Island],  Great  Gaspe,  and  other  places 
in  the  Gulf,  above  16.0IHJ  fishermen,  who  carried  on  most  successfully  in  shoal 
water  the  veche  setleithiire—lnhoro  fishery].  Now  all  this  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
British;  all  our  settlements  are  uniieopied.  From  the  single  island  of  St.  John's 
[P.  E.  I.]  Admiral  Boscawen  removed  5,0tl0  inhabitiinls.  '  What,  then,  is  left  to 
France  i'  Nothing  but  the  North  coast  from  Cape  Hiehe  to  Cape  Bonavista,  with 
HI  erty  to  land  and  erect  stages  for  a  short  season,  so  that  we  must  carry  and 
recarry  both  our  fish  and  fishermen ;  whilst  the  British  settled  on  the  spot,  and 
cairying  on  thopuc/te  scdvutiuri',  will  forestall  us  and  undersell  us  in  every  market 
in  the  Mediterrareun.  Mi(|Uclon  and  St.  Peters,  two  barreu'rocks  indeed,  are  to 
l)c  ours  yet;  even  for  them  we  have  pledged  the  Royal  AVord,  engaging  not  to 
eiect  in  them  any  fortifications,  so  that  even  they,  witli  their  guard  of  fifty  men 
for  (he  police,  will  always  lie  at  tlie  mercy  of  the  British." 
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UEOTIIICS  OV  TIIK   KXrt.oITS. 

From  nn  riigrnfiiiri  after  a  ilrawing  l/j/  Curfwriqht. 

Piilliser's  interpretation  admits  of  no  doubt.  It  was  lield  to  be  a 
concurrent  fi.sliery  in  wliich  all  disputes  were  to  be  decided  by  English 
authorities  alone.  It  on!}-  included  a  cod  fishery,  and  gave  no  right 
wliatevor  to  the  French  to  catch  salmon,  to  trade  or  traffic ;  they  were 
only  to  tish  for  codfish,  and  dr^'  them  on  land ;  they  were  not  even 
pern»itted  to  cut  sjjars  or  to  build  boats. 

This  same  treaty  is  still  in  opei'ation  ;  it  controls  to-day  the  French 
fishery  on  the  treaty  shore  of  Newfoundhiud.     Beyond  the  alteration  of 
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coast-line  from  Cape  St.  John  to  Cape  Ray,  in  place  of  Boiiavista  ami 
Point  Riclie,  ami  the  declaration  of  KinfjCk'orgo  in  17-S3  that  the  English 
should  not  interrupt  the  French  by  their  competition,  this  (jld  inttjr- 
national  ditficulty  stands  precisely  on  the  same  ground  as  it  did  in 
1703. 


The  Governor  was  directed  by  the  an.thoritics  at  home  to  give  his 
special  attention  to  the  preventioa  of  smuggling.  In  1704,  the  Act  had 
been  passed  Avhich  caused  such  dis- 
turbance in  New  England  ;  it  armetl 
the  Cuiitom  Houso  authoritius  with 
now  powid's  of  seizure,  anest,  i:c., 
and  directly  gave  a  bounty  to  the 
Governor  and  informer  in  all  such 
cases,  His  Excellency  getting  one- 
third  of  tlie  plunder  :  this  accounts 
for  Palliser's  abnormal  activity  in 
searchino-  out  illieit  traders.' 


The  Newfoundland  Govern- 
ment, in  addition,  )iad  special 
instructions  to  look  after  the  New 
Englanders,  well  known  for  their 
smuggling  proclivities.  No  doubt 
Sir    Hucjii    fjave     them     a    ^rr^'ut 


JOllX   CAItTWItlOllT. 

From  an  . tyrdvuig  nftcr  UiippHcr. 


deal     of    trouble,    but    they    beat 

him,    as     they     had     beaten     all 

the     Custom      House     otticers     in 

America :    they    had    an    invincible    prejudice    and    objection    to   the 

payment  of  duties  of   any  kind  to  King  George,  and  they  lied  like 


'  By  Hi8  Excellencv  lit  on  Palliser,  &c., 

Gl>VEHN<IK. 

"  Mr.  Thos.  Stout,  muster  of  the  Good 
Intent  brigg,  beinp  convicted  before  me.  of 
having  carryd  in  tiie  said  brigg  sixty  tisher- 
men  and  seamen  from  this  counlrey  to  the 
continent  of  America,  contrary  to  »he  king's 
express  commands  pulilislied  the  lust  year  : 

"  For  this  disobediance  and  contemj't  of 
His  Maj's.  commands,  1  hereby  order  and 
direct  the  said  Thomas  Stout  to  pay  into  the 
hands  of  His  ^lajesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace 
at  St.  John's  the  sum  of  sixty  pounds,  which 
sum  of  sixty  pounds  to  be  laid  out  in  payment 
for  the  j)assuges  of  such  poor  needy  people  to 
liritain  or  Ireland  as  shall  be  ordered  by  lue 


or  the  said  justices,  and  till  the  said  sum  of 
sixty  pounds  is  paid  the  said  brigantinc  is  not 
to  be  permitte<l  to  go  out  of  the  hiirbour. 
And  whereas  William  Cocking  hath  coni- 
plaine<l  that  two  of  the  men  carried  nway  by 
the  said  Stout  were  in  his  debt,  one  of  them 
in  the  sum  of  tH  f,s.  Oil.,  th3  other  K.<i  ~x.  'id. 
I  hereby  order  and  direct  the  said  Stout  to 
pay  to  William  Cocking  the  said  sums  of 
i:G  6.«.  0(/.  and  £(!  7s.  'Ji/.  when  Cocking 
swears  to  the  said  debts,  over  and  above  the 
afore-mentioned  fine  of  sixty  pounds.  Given 
at  St.  John's,  ICth  Sept.  17g'j. 

By  command  of  Hugh  Fali.isgr, 

His  Kxcellency, 
Jno  Horsiiaill." 

X  2 
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troopers.  The  following  letter  is  the  only  one  that  I  can  find  about  this 
time  relating  to  American  smugglers  : — 

"  Sir,  Groat  St.  Lawrence  Harbr.  8  July  1765. 

I  have  sent;  to  St.  John's  thruc  Xcw  England  schooners  seized  by  Lieut.  A. 
Dickson,  Comtnandor  of  Her  Majestys  snow  Eijinoat  in  St.  Pierros  RoaiL  I  desire 
you  will  proceed  aa^ainst  them  in  C'ourt  acconling  to  law,  and  immediately  on 
receipt  of  this  to  cause  the  proper  notice  to  be  put  up  of  the  time  allowed  for 
claims  to  bo  put  in,  in  order  to  their  being  sold  as  soon  as  possible  and  most  for 
the  benefit  of  the  seizures. 

"  Such  vessels  arc  wanted  for  the  fishery The  vessels 

are  the  Industrious  Pretence  [good  name  for  a  smuggler]  belonging  to  Cape  Ann, 
the  llohiii  Ilood  belonging  to  the  same  place,  and  the  Industry  of  Marblehead." 

There  must  have  been  some  flaw  in  the  proceedings,  as  tliey  never 
came  to  anything.  The  New  Englanders  found  some  way  to  get  their 
vessels  out  of  the  rapacious  clutches  of  the  Admiralty  Court  and  the 
Governor.  Tiiere  is  not  even  a  suggestion  in  this  letter  that  the  traders 
were  eitheV  soiling  or  purchasing  anything  ;  they  declared  they  had 
gone  in  to  water,  whicli  was  a  transparent  fiction. 

Governor  Palliser  took  a  great  interest  in  Labrador  and  Anticosti, 
which  had  been  annexed  to  his  Government  in  1703 ;  he  encouraged  the 
salmon  fishery,  and  laid  down  rules  for  the  regulation  of  the  cod  fishery 
in  Labrador  as  a  ship  fishery.  His  Excellency  was  the  first  to  establish 
friendly  relations  with  the  Eskimos  and  Mountaineer  Indians ;  one  of 
his  proclamatiuns  threatens  the  most  severe  punishments  against  the 
French,  whom  he  declares  did  last  vear — 

"  Invite  over  to  Quirpont  the  savages  named  Caralits  and  Esquemeaux's  and 
bad  a  considerable  trade  with  them,  and  used  many  infamous,  wicked,  savage  arts 
to  prejudice  those  ignorant  barbarous  people  against  the  English  nation." 

Sir  Hugh  made  a  treaty  with  the  Labrador  Indians.  In  his  dealings 
with  the  savages^  ^  and  in  looking  aftei*  the  interests  of  the  fishermen  he 


'  AnioiifTst  till'  various  utteiiii)ts  fo  op>'ii 
up  friouill}'  iiitcivcuirso  with  tlio  Hcd  Indians, 
perhai>s  the  luiist  ivnuirkahle  is  tlie  story  told 
by  Auspach  of  the  udventures  of  a  sliip- 
niastT,  Scott.  In  17G2  he  lauded  with 
atiothiT  master  and  a  stronpf  crew  at  Exph)its, 
and  built  a  kind  of  fort.  Souie  days  after,  a 
party  (.f  Indians  api)eared  ;  tliey  made  a  full 
stop,  and  would  not  eonu'  nearer ;  iSeott  then 
proposed  to  jfo  and  meet  them ;  tiiey  pro- 
ceeded with  |)art  of  the  crew  unarmed.  Scott 
went  up  to  them,  mixed  with  tiiem,  and  shook 
hands;  su<hlenly  an  old  Indian,  in  pretended 
friendship,  put  his  arm  around  Scott's  neck, 
at  the  same  instant  another  Indian  stahlied 
hiiu  in  the  liack  ;  a  shower  of  arrows  tired  at 
the  party  Icilled  the  other  master  and  four  of 


tile  crew;  the  reinaiuder  fled  to  their  vessel, 
and  l)rou>.'ht  one  (h'ad  man  to  St.  John's,  with 
the  arrows  sticking  in  his  body.  Kxactly  the 
same  conduct  was  shown  to  liuchan's  expe- 
dition later.  Wiiutever  iiuiy  he  said  about  the 
Heothics,  there  can  be  no  doubt  they  were  a  most 
bloodthirsty,  treacherous  race. 

-  Lieutenant  John  (_'artwri};ht,  K.N.,  is 
mentioned  several  times  us  Sir  Hugh 
I'alliser's  surrogate  for  Trinity  and  Conception 
Hays.  He  was  sent  in  170«  to  the  Kxploits- 
with  a  proclauiation  to  jirotect  the  Ited 
Indians,  whom,  ho\vever,he  did  not  succeed  in 
meeting,  thougli  they  had  only  recently 
deserted  some  of  the  camps  which  he  passeil. 
On  his  return  he  wrote  an  interesting  aucount 
of  the  Indian  remains  which  he  had  inspected  ; 
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was  kind,  Innnane,  and  considente  ;  for  French  aj;rr''es.sors,  for  sniuij^ding 
New  Englanders,  and  for  the  riotous  Irishmen,  he  seems  to  have  been 
full  of  all  the  narrow  prejudice  of  the  iige.  He  was  specially  dis- 
tinffuished  for  his  barbai'ous  treatment  of  Roman  Catholic  Irishmen  ; 
he  would  not  allow  any  two  of  them  to  live  in  one  dwellinfj;,  a.d  none 
were  permitted  to  keep  public-houses. 

Durin<^  Palliser'n  reign  of  four  years,  Newfoundland  increased 
rapidly  in  trade  and  population.  In  his  report  of  1705  he  gives  the 
resident  population  as  follows  : — 

"  Men  .  .  .  ■ 

Women     .... 
t'hildreu    .... 


Fishermen  employed  exclusive  of  Tnhabitanta 

'I'otnl 


0,076 
l,<!to 

15,ts.t 
9,152 

24,  two  " 


I  ^ii.i  ■  j.ilgB^^Pl^ 


fU£KCU  TUADlNCi  WITH   KHIjVIMAUX. 

Fvom  Votlxriv's  llisdiire,  i^M. 


» 


this  has  been  printed  hy  his  niece,  as  an 
iipjicndix  to  the  biography.  t'artwiifrht 
«as  very  streniums  in  his  etVorts  to  protect 
tlic  pdor  Irish  in  Conception  l?ay,  and  vras 
generous  in  relieving  their  (listress.  He 
has  often  been  contused  with  his  cousin 
Major  George  Caitwright  (who  accompanied 
him  on  his  expedition  to  the  Kxploits\  the 
founder  of  Cartwright,  Labrador,  and  tlie 
author  of  a  long  and  most  peculiar  d't'.ry  of 
his  sixteen  years'  experience    on   the  coast. 


John  Cartwright  afterwards  rose  to  great  dis- 
tinction ;  he  took  a  jiromineiit  ])art  in  the 
discussion  of  all  the  great  questions  of  the  day, 
American  independence,  the  supjily  of  timber 
foi  the  navy,  the  threatened  French  invasion, 
&c., and, as  a  Member  of  Parliament,  supported 
the  Herorm  Hill.  A  statue  was  erected  to  his 
memory  in  Burton  Crescent,  London.  Cart, 
wright  was  the  first  Kuropciu  who  visited  Ked 
Indian  Lake. 
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REKJX  OF  GEORGE  III. 

Tlio  catclu'H  of  the  Eiii^lisli  tishennen  cluriiij^  tlif  four  years  of  his 
govorniiient  were  : — 

1764.  17C5.                        17(16.                        I"fi7. 

Quintals           -        .561,310         ...  532,.5l2 


5.5!i,9H5 


.5.-.3,310 


In  17(15  he  estuiiates  the  French  resident  population  of  St.  Pierre 
and  ^[i(jUelon  at  nearly  sixteen  hundred,  the  whole  number  of  men 
employed  in  the  French  Newfoundland  fishery  at  nearly  fifteen  thousand, 
and  their  catch  at  half  a  million  (juintals. 

In  reailing  our  local  records  it  is  remarkable  that  whilst  there  was 
not  a  sinjflo  lawyer  in  the  Colony,  the  legal  jargon  w.is  as  copious, 
complicated,  and  al)surd  as  anything  to  be  found  in  the  pages  of 
"  Uhitt\'  on  Pleadings."  Out  of  many  examples  I  select  one,  the  ca.se 
against  William  Kitchen,  a  drunken  soldier,  for  stealing  a  lamb  of 
Mr.  John  Stripling's  "grazing  on  the  Barons  of  St.  John's." 

"  Tho  Jurors  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  upon  oath  present  William 
Kitchen  for  that  he  did  felon ioiisslj"  kill  and  bear  off  a  oortain  lamb  being  the  pro- 
l)erty  of  Mr.  John  Stripling  and  that  the  said  William  Kitchen  of  St.  John's,  a 
Boldior,  not  having  God  before  his  eyes  but  moTcd  and  seduced  by  tho  instigation 

ot  the  devil  on did  t'elonionaly  of  his  forethought  and  rnallico 

seize  and  kill  a  lamb  the  propertj-  of  Mr.  John  Stripling  grazing  on  the  Barons  of 
St.  John's,  and  the  said  Willi;ini  Kitchen  did  with  a  knife  skin  and  bear  away  tho 
Baid  lamb    ....    The  sentence  of  tho  Court  is  as  follows  : 

"  Ihat  you  William  Kit'hen  bo  returned  to  the  gaol  from  whence  you  ramo 
and  there  remain  till  tomorrow  afc  ten  o'clock  in  the  foienoon,  when,  before  the 
Court  House  of  St.  John's,  you  receive  punishment  of  being  burnt  in  your  right 
hand  with  a  hott  iron  marked  with  tho  letter  K,  your  goods  and  chattels  forfeited, 
and  after  iiaying  the  charge  of  tho  Court  be  set  at  liberty.  Then  the  Court  was 
adjourned  during  the  Governor's  stay  in  tho  Island. 

"  Michael  Gilt,. 

"  Edwakd  Lasgm.vn,  «tc." 

This  mild  sentence  is  2irol)ably  due  to  the  influence  of  Parson 
Langman,  as  .sheep  stealing  wjis  punishable  by  hanging  in  those  day.s. 

It  is  only  fair  to  the  character  of  Sir  Hugh  to  give  the  reverse  of 
the  shield,  an  exam[ile  of  his  humanity  and  care  in  the  protection  of  a 
poor  fisherman  from  extortion  and  bad  treatment.  I  therefore  append 
his  short  judgment  in  tlie  CMse  of  Fling  v.  Cochran,  an  action  for  assault 
in  which  Fling  injured  Cochran  in  the  hand  ;  the  amu.sing  part  of  these 
pi'oceedings  is  the  high-handed  way  in  Avhich  His  Excellency  takes 
the  case  out  of  the  hands  of  Gill  and  Langman,  and  deals  with  it 
himself : — 

"  On  a  case  of  quarrel  between  James  Cochran  and  James  Fling  it  apearing 
James  Fling  was  the  first  agresser,  1  therefore  hereby  order  and  direct  that  lie 
ehall  be  alowed  nothing  for  his  loss  of  wages  and  time.    The  two  doctors  for  their 
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oxorl.itant  rharR,.  on  nr.-ounl  „f  „    poor  man    shall    Invvo   notl.inL'.    an,l    .lo^rph 

.""';':"''  '"  ''?:  ^^-  '•^-  »•  »■"••  *'''»«•.  n,aintc-.mnco  during  the  cure  of  hin  hand,  also 
to.  lU.  0.  lor  Lis  jia-Bftgc  houiu. 

'•  Given  at  St.  John's  -jrth  September  17(36. 

"  By  commnml  of  Hi.  Excellency.  '•  Huon  I'auihku. 

"  Jno  Horsenaill." 


C()iuinu.l()re  I'alli.scr's  a.IininistnitiV.ii  last.'.l    For  tli."  lumsiml  ponn.l 
of  four  ycui's ;  his  n-cor.ls  aru    the   lon^^^'st  ami   l.y  far   the  most  com- 
plete; he    was    ail   admirahle    man    of    lMisiness--onlerly,    methodical, 
an.l    imhistrious.     He     Im.l    srt    hi.s    heart     on     maki..^^    hi.s    newly- 
ac(juire<l  territory  of  Laliratlor, 
Aiiticosti,    ami    the    Ma^'dalen 
Islands,    into  a  ^neat    tishciy, 
^'overned     l.y     the     Rules     of 
William's  Act.    His  fir.st  ol)ject 
was    to    build    a   fort   at    Poit 
Pitt,    Chateau    Bay ;     this    he 
carried  out  with  his  accu.stojned 
ener^fy.     Visiting.'  all  the  places 
within    his    territory    hoth   in 
Xewfoundland   and    Lahrador, 
he   encountei-ed    ohstacles    and 
difficulties    fi-oni    the    resident 
population,   from    the    Fi-ench, 
the     French     Canadians,    hut 
most  of   all    from  the    Ameri- 
can   whalers.      In  a    letter  to 
Governor  Bernard  of  Massachusetts,  7th  Auc^ist  1770,  he  states 


KOKT  yuKK,  LAHHADOR,    | 


"The  great  trouble  and  difficulty  I  meet  will,  iu  keeping  good  or.ler  amongst 
the  tisher.s  m  a  part  of  this  government  [Labradorj  i.s  oeeasi,.n.>d  ehiefly  by  a 
number  of  disorderly  Jieople  tVo,n  yon r  Province.  You  will  I  hope  excuse  "m.' for 
giving  yon  this  troubh",  to  beg  ycni  will  perinit  [the  enclosed  advertisement]  to  be 
I)ut  np  HI  the  Towns  within  your  Government  where  the  ves.sels  employed  in  the 
whale  fishery  mo.stly  belong;  which  I  ai)prehend  will  greatlv  facilitate  my  pro- 
<eeding,s  m  the  execution  of  the  King's  orders  for  the  benefit  of  II.M.  subjects 
carrying  on  the  fishery  within  thib  Government.  , 

"The  last  year  whilst  atribeof  four  to  five  hnndivd  of  the  Es.piemeanx'.s  savagc>< 
were  with  me  at  Pitfg  Ha.b  .ur  (and  by  m,.ans  of  inte.pieter.s)  I  made  a  peace  with 
them  and  sent  them  away  extremely  well  satisfied,  without  the  least  offensive  thimr 
happening.  " 

"  I  am  well  informed  some  New  England  vcsseLs  contrary  to  the  orders  J  have 
published  went  to  the  Northward,  and  robbed,  plundered,  and  murdered  some  of 
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tlu'ir  dill  iiKMi,    wdiiioii  mid  cliiltlrcii,  wln>   tliiy  loft  at   Imiiio,  so  I  expect  some 
luisilik'f  will  liu|i|ii'ii  thiH  year  j  nvoiim'  being  tlioir  deelaroil  |)riii(i|ilo. 

"  I  inn  Youi"  ExcelleiieicH 

"  Mont  oht.  &  liiiinble  sorvaiit 

"lluiiii  Pallisku. 

"  P.S. — If  vtiii  think  |tro|tor  to  take  any  otlicr  inctliod  pro|»eroi"  than  what  is  above 
pro|Mi<e(l  for  llio  reformation  of  those  eoncoriieti  I  shall  he  oxtreainly  obliged  to  yon, 
for  the  ('oiiip|aintr<  I  havo  of  the  niiscliiulH  eoniniitteil  by  them  are  many  great  and 
baibaroiiH.'' 

T\w  result  of  Sir  Hti<,'l\'.s  iilmot'iiial  activity,  and  tlif  rule,s  ho 
j)i'»)!imli,'iittMl  for  his  succcsHdi's,  was  to  stir  up  a  (JctoriniiiLMl  hostility  on 
tht!  part  of  many  Canadians  and  Kn^dishnii-n  wlio  liad  fixed  p«)sts  and 
settled  property  at  I.alirador,  which  were  all  to  he  destroyed  under 
the  Fishing  Admiral  rides ;  with  tin*  aid  of  th(^  New  En^landers 
thoy  persistently  resisted  the  Newfoundland  (Jovenuuent,  until  at  last 
the  Home  authorities  i-estored  Lahrailor  to  Canada,  ami  reversed 
all  Palliser's  reo;iilations  in  1774  hy  the  (^iiehec  Act,  14  (Jeo.  IJI. 
Caj).  Ixxxiii. 

Cominji;  nearer  home  Palliser  found  trouhle  in  the  f,farrisons  of 
St.  John's  iind  I'lacentia  ;  Cajjtain  McDonald  and  his  officers  were  at 
open  war,  half  the  soldiers  at  I'lact-ntia  had  deserted  ;  they  were  short 
of  hods,  heddiiio',  and  cloth in;^ ;  hoth  garrisons  seem  to  have  heeii 
liadly  paid,  and  worse  provided.  I'alliser  put  an  end  to  many  abuses, 
and  he  pulle<l  down  a  inimher  of  houses  that  had  lieen  Imilt  arotuid 
Fort  William  which  were  looked  upon  hy  oHicers  and  soldiers  as  their 
private  ])ropeity.  Un  the  3rd  of  Septemher  1700  he  makes  this 
urder  : — • 

'■  The  house  owned  by  i\[r.  William  Newman  utandinj;  under  the  Fort  having 
been  bnilt  by  a  soldier  of  the  former  garrison  by  snll'orenco  of  liis  coninamding 
ofiicer  and  ])retended  to  be  sold  Ijy  the  soldier  in  payment  of  (h'bts  contracted  for 
liipmr  and  other  niijnslitiable  dealings — Xoti(!ois  given  to  Mr.  Wm.  Newnain  to 
I. 'ike  down  the  said  honse  or  he  may  dispose  of  the  materials  thereof.  ,  .  Michael 
(Jill's  house  built  also  by    suH'ereiice  may  remain  only  during  Gill's   lifetime  ;  no 

li(]uor  to  bo  Hohl  there Wood's  house  alnr,  built  by  snffereiu-enuiy 

remain  ;  no  liquor  to  be  sold  there  j  to  remain  oidy  during  Wood's  lifetime,  at  his 
death  to  be  pidle<l  (h)wn." 

The.se  records  show  there  was  much  grunihliiiff  against  Alexander 
Dunn,  the  collector,  about  his  fees,  which  were  certaiidy  lieavy.  There 
were  several  New  Englaml  ve.s.sels  seized  ior  havino-  nun  on  board 
without  certificates  or  cockets ;  they  mostly  gave  bonds  from  their 
agents  in  St.  John's,  and  always  appear  to  have  got  off'  without 
penalty  ;  they  evidently  knew  how  to  nuinage  the  collectors  of  the 
Geoigian  era,  us  in  nearly  every  case  of  theirs  the  Custom  House 
officials  reported  favourable  and  mitigating  circumstances. 
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The  whole  New  Kii^'liuid  tnule  with  tlu'  Colony  was  oiio  vast 
.siim^'^'le.  Palliser  eHtiiiiati-H  it  in  17(55  at  "  £  !()2,H04.  st^' ,  can-icil  in 
Olio  hundivi I  and  forty-two  vcshcIh,  iiiiK'-tfiithH  of  which  in  paid  for  in 
Hills  of  Exchange  on  Eii^'land."  The  real  amount  was  at  least  two 
hundred  tliousand  pounds;  the  year  hefoiv  the  Kcvolution  it  was  tliift' 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  or  piohahly  nearer  four  huiidrt'd  thousand. 
Durin;^  Palliser's  and  Hyron's  administrations  a  coniniercial  war  had 
hi'^'un  Itetwcen  England  and  Ann-riea  ;  the  Molasses  Act  commenced 
the  fray  in  New  Eii;rland  ;  th<'  nari-ow  commercial  policy  of  England 
kept  fanning  the  Haiiie,  iiiitil  it  culminateil  in  the  Stamp  Act.  Some 
regulaticjiis  of  the  Enj^di.sh  (lovernnieiit  indicate  the  ahsurd  len/fths  to 
whi(!h  they  carried  tlieir  trade  laws  ;  they  stopped  coal-mining'  in  Nt'Va 
Scotia,  fearing  that  it  would 
interfere  with  English  coal  and 
eiicoura;;e  iirovincial  manufiu;- 
tures  ;  they  were  always  jealous 
of  colonial  home-spun  wcjollen 
and  coarse  linen  cloths.  Pal- 
li.ser's  letters  show  the  strong 
])reiudice  that  existed  against 
New  Eii^iii'.i  1  lon^'  b.'fore  the 
revolutionary  war. 

Nothing  appeals  more  to  tlie 
higlu'r     sentiments,    the     poetic 

feeling  that  is  implanted  in  us,  tlian  the  self-sacrificing  devotion  of  a 
religious  coiiimunity  to  its  worship  and  its  miiiisteis.  typihed  amongst 
us  hy  the  warm  attachment  of  the  Irish  to  the  poor  IiuiilkI  and  silenced 
priests  who  ministeied  to  their  spiritual  needs  in  Newfoundland.  The 
following  official  correspondence  .sIioms  how  the  English  colonial  rulers 
ai)]ireciated  the  religious  sentiments  of  the  poor  Freiicn  exiles  and  tlie 
liuiians  of  Acailia.  Soher  history,  it  must  be  admitted,  takes  .souie  of 
the  beautiful  bloom  oft'  Grand  Pre  and  Evangeline.* 

"LiKUX.-GovKitNou  ov  Nova  Scotia   to  Govkrxok  Palliseb. 

"  Sir,  Halifax.  Nova  Scotia,  11  Sfp.  1766, 

"'  1  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  Yotir  Excollciicy  a  packet  from  the  Secretary 
of  State's  oHTiee  wliich  caiiie  to  mo  enclosed  tlio  Dth  iiist. 

"I  think  it  necessary  toaciiuaint  Your  Excellene\'  that  last  summer  the  greatest 
part  of  the  Indians  of  this  Province  assembled  on  tlio  Isle  of  Breton,  and  by  tlic 
Hying  reports  wliieh  were  sjiread  by  tliem,  to<;etlier  with  an  unnsual  (k-portmont  to 
some  of  die  neighbouring  settlements,  the  people  were  much  alarmed  ;  however  by 

'  See  "The  true  story  of  Evangeline,"  by  Ucv.  T.  B.  Stoiihcnson,  D.I).,  iu  the  Suuddi/ 
i>/a(/(u/He,  November  1S93. 


t^-:t><9-^-^^i^^*i'*-^ 

>**'irf  ->4  -pi'  H^^ -    -  - 

TMi-:  lord's  i'h.vhk    >VBiriKN  uy 

.NK\VFOIM>t.*M)   MIC   MACS. 
y/..l/..  AM.  .M.S^'     11,'il'i. 
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ficn'llng  some  ppiitlomon  nmoiigst  the  savagos  tlioy  wore  prcvniloil  on  to  disperse — tliis 
summer  tlu'\-  liavt- also  assembled  a}i;ain,  altlionjjh  tliey  behav^'d  very  peaiuablc;  but 
fts  I  find  tliat  Holy  Water,  Relicts,  Books  and  other  articles  that  relate  to  the 
8n|)erstitioii  of  the  liomish  religion  ar'^  furuished  to  them,  it  is  nii  evident  proof 
they  find  means  to  hold  communication  with  the  Islands  of  St.  Peter's  and  Micpielon, 
if  they  do  not  even  receive  from  thenee  priests  to  officiate  amongst  them,  which  maj' 
in  time  prove  of  very  ill  eonsecpienee  to  this  _;-onng  j)rovinee,  as  our  settlements  are 
very  straggling  and  defeneeless.  I  must  therefore  entreat  your  Excellency  to  give 
directions  to  the  several  cruisors  onder  your  eonmand  whicli  Tnay  bo  stationed 
near  those  Ishmds  to  prevent  as  much  as  possible  all  communication  between  the 
savages  and  Acadians  [or  neutral  P^rercii]  of  this  Province  with  the  French  at 
St.  Peti'r's  or  even  with  the  Island  of  Newfoundland  and  that  if  any  extraordinary 
occuiTcnce  should  ha|ipL'n  I  nniy  be  informed  of  it. 

"  MlCIIAKL    FkAXCKLIN." 

To  tlie  fly  thus  cast  by  the  Nova  Scotian  Governor,  the  Ultra- 
Protostaiit  Pulliser  rose  at  once.  In  one  respect,  no  doubt,  they  were 
riefjit ;  the  French  have  ever  been  inflated  with  the  idea  of  recovernig  their 
lost  empire  in  America,  and  St.  Pierre  has  always  been  a  thorn  in  our 
side,  but  to  accduiplish  their  great  design  France  would  need  better  an<l 
sti'ouger  allies  than  the  Mic  51  acs  and  the  poor  .simple  Acadian.s.  Neither 
Patliser  nor  Francklin  seemed  to  realise  their  attaclnnent  to  the  clei'gy, 
which  was  signally  manifested  later  on,  when  the  whole  body  of  Acadians 
left  Micjuelon,  with  their  good  cure,  for  the  Magdalen  Islands,  sooner 
than  subscribe  to  the  hated  doctrines  of  the  Revolution.  Palliser's  rejily 
is  a  smart  reprimand  to  his  felk)w  governor : — 

"  GovEKNOK  Pallisek  to  tho  Hon.  Michael  Fkakcklin  Lieut..Govtrnor  of 

Nova  Scotia. 
"  Snt,  St.  Johns  IG  Oct.  1766. 

"  Two  days  ago  I  had  tho  honour  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  Ilth  Sopr. 
and  with  it  a  packet  from  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  which  you  was  pleased  to 
forwanl  to  me. 

"  The  information  yon  give  me  of  the  motives  and  behaviour  of  the  Nova  Scotia 
Indians  is  somewhat  alarming  and  seem  to  require  attention,  but  I  confess  it  is 
nothing  more  than  I  have  expected  fiom  the  banefuU  cHccts  of  a  communication 
with  the  French. 

"  As  soon  as  I  came  to  this  Government  I  perceived  the  exten-sive  views  of 
France  in  contending  for  these  two  insignificant  Islands  (as  they  were  called) 
St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon  and  that  the  uses  for  which  they  demanded  thein  was 
the  least  part  of  their  view,  that  of  communicating  with  and  preserving  thiir 
infiucr.ce  over  the  bigoted  savages  and  the  rebellious  and  more  dangerous  Acadians 
was  a  more  important  part  of  their  object. 

"  I  did  not  fail  to  inform  H.M.  Ministers  of  my  apprehensions  of  this,  and  that 
this  part  of  H.M.  Dominions  would  thereby  be  endangered  and  the  fisiiery  and 
trade  of  his  subjects  here  be  greatly  prejudiced  as  well  as  the  New  Colonies  on 
the  Continent  be  disturbed.  The  occurrences  since  that  time  have  proved  those 
apjirehensions  to  be  well  founded.  .  .  .  The  intercourse  you  complain  of 
between  these  people  and  the  French  is  carried  on  by  your  clandestine  traders  with 
these  Islands  from  the  Island  Breton  and  especially  Miganich,  likewise  by  passports 
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granted  to  the  Indiana.     Last  year  the  Chief,  John  Peqidiiwa-Oalant,  with  two 
hundred  men  returned  with  passes  from  the  Secretary's  odlco  in  Halifax. 

"  Miquelon  is  full  of  Acadians,  who  have  como  there  with  passes  from  ditTcreiit 
officers  in  your  Government.  .  .  I  shall  leave  two  ships  all  the  winter  to  drive 
away  the  Indians  and  keep  the  French  oft." 

Two  important  events  in  the  religious  history  of  the  Colony  occurred 
during  Sir  Hugh's  government — the  commencement  of  the  Moravian 
Mission  at  Labrador,  and  the  tirst  introduction  of  Wesleyanism  into  the 
island  by  the  Rev.  Lawrence  Coughlan,  a  Church  of  England  clergyman 
sent  out  by  the  S.P.G.  in  1705.  Coughlan  was  a  devoted  follower  of  John 
Wesley,  whose  method  he  followed,  and  in  whose  footstep.-^  he  endeavoured 
to  tread.  The  great  founder  of  Methodism  lived  and  died  a  member  ot 
the  Church  of  England,  and  there  is  nothing  at  all  incongruous  in  the 
lirst  Wesleyan  in  the  Colony  being  an  Episcopalian ;  the  new  body  was 
practically  driven  out  of  the  Church  and  compelled  to  form  themselves 
into  a  separate  society. 

The  Rev.  Lawrence  Coughlan,  an  Irishman,  a  most  earnest  man, 
like  most  enthusiasts  in  a  good  cause,  was  persecuted,  but  worse  still, 
was  not  paid  his  legal  salary ;  it  is  recorded  that,  in  November  1765, 
a  bond  was  signed  by  "the  principal  iidiabitants  of  Harbour  Grace, 
"  Musquito,  and  Carbonier,  in  Conception  Bay,  for  the  rest  of  the 
"  inhabitants  of  the  Bay,  by  which  they  agreed  to  cheerfully  contribute 
"  annually  the  full  sum  of  £100."  Governor  Byron,  on  the  18th  July 
1770,  thus  adjudicated  upon  this  bond  : — 

"  Whereas  I  am  informed  that  the  Eevd.  Mr.  Coughlan  is  the  Minister  so 
procured  and  re^<idiIlg  amongst  you,  and  that,  so  far  from  your  paying  him 
cheerfully  the  stipend  aforesaid,  great  nnmbcrs  of  you  have  refused  to  contribute 
towards  it,  insomuch  that  he  is  anunallj-  much  in  arrear  to  the  disgrace  of  religion 
and  dishonor  of  yourselves  :  I  do  therefore  desire  and  command  you  and  every  one 
of  you  as  aforesaid  to  pay  him  what  sums  are  in  arrear,  and  that  you  also  comply 
with  your  said  agreement  in  paying  him  annually  his  sallaiy  cf  £100,  every  one  ot 
you  according  to  your  abilities." 

Commodore  Byron  appointed  Coughlan  a  justice  of  the  peace  for 
Harbour  Grace,  and  was  his  firm  friend  and  supporter  until  the  last 
year  of  his  government.  The  Harbour  Grace  merchants,  finding  that 
they  were  obliged  to  pay  the  salary,  petitioned  the  Governor  against 
him  as  a  justice.  Evidently  Coughlan  had  nuide  himself  obncxious  by 
upholding  the  rights  of  the  servants.  To  please  the  merchants,  the  stout 
old  commodore  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal,  and  dismissed  Coughlan  from 
the  Bench,  who  thereupon  left  the  Colony.  Coughlan's  memory,  as  a 
just  and  g(X)d  man,  was  long  held  in  pious  reverence  iu  Conception 
Bay. 

A  recent  writer  on  the  ecclesiastical  history  of  the  Colony  has 
thought  fit  to  take  exception   to   the   founders  of  the  Newfouudlatid 
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Methodists  and  tlie  Moravian  missionaries.    The  results  of  tlie  Brotliren's 
one  hundred  and  thirty  years  of  work  and  hibour  of  love  in  the  Arctic 
Labrador  are  visible  to  all  men  ;  out  of  the  most  hopeless  savages  they  have 
brought  up  a  Christian,  educated,  cluirch -going,  moral,  and   respectable 
population.     It  is  a  mistake  to  state  that  the  mission  is  self-supporting  ; 
Captain  Linklater  informs  me  it  is  not  so,  the  expenses  are  paid  out  of 
voluntary  contributions,  the  two  vessels  employed  alone  costing  £2,oOO 
a  year  each.     The  character  of  the   missions  of  the  humble   Moravian 
liretbren  in  Africa  and 
America    needs    no    de- 
fence.   I'rom  the  records 
it    appears     that    Jans 
Haven,  one  of  their  first 
missionaries,    had    been 
sent  by  Palliser,  in  ITCJ'i, 
to  conciliate  the  Eskimos 
and      Mountaineer     In- 
dians.     Next    j'ear    the 
Brethren     leceived    the 
following  passport : — 


KSlil'IMAlX. 

From  Votheric's  Jlis/oire,  lya. 


"  By  His  ExcL'Ueiicy  Sir 
Ilufiii  Pallisk.u  Gover- 
nor &c. 

"  Whereas  tlie  Society  of 
the  Uuitaa  Fratrum  under 
the  protection  of  His  Alajesty 
have  from  a  pious  zeal  of 
firomoting  the  knowledge  of 
the  true  (lod  and  of  the 
religion  of  our  bh'ssed  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ 
amongst  the  heathen,  formed 
n  resolution  of  establishing 
a  niis.sion  of  their  brethren 
upon  the  Coast  of  Labiador, 

and  for  that  purpose  have  appointed  John  Hill,  Christian  Drachart,  Jans  Haven, 
and  Christian  Andrew  Schlozer  to  effect  this  pious  jjurpose.  And  whereas  the 
Lords  ConiHiissioners  of  the  Admiralty  and  the  Lords  Coramitsioiiers  of  Trade 
and  Plantations  have  signified  to  me  their  entire  approbation  of  an  undertaking  go 
commendable  in  itself  and  that  promises  so  great  benefit  to  the  publick  and  nro 
desirous  of  giving  all  reasonable  encouragement  and  assiHtnnce  thereto.  These 
are  therefore  to  certify  all  persons  whom  it  may  concern  that  the  said  Bi-others  are 
under  His  ^lajesty's  protection  and  all  officers  Civil  and  Military  and  all  others 
His  Majesty's  subjects  within  my  Government  are  hereby  strictly  charged  and 
required  not  to  give  any  interruption  or  hindcrauco  to  them  but  to  aH'oid  them 
every  aid  and  friendly  assistance  for  the  success  of  their  pious  undertaking  for 
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'•  Jno.  Horsenaill." 


April  1765. 

By  command  of  His  Excellency. 


On  the  eve  of   liis  final  departure  from   the  Colony  in   17G8  the 
Governor  caneelle.l   the  conin.ission  for  the   trial  of  murder,  and  the 
High  Shentt  s  appointment.    Sir  Hugh  had  lavished  every  kind  of  office 
on  the  Gdls  and  the  Keens,  and  now,  at  the  last,  he  seems  to  have  been 
dissatisfied    Mith     the    close    ring   of   officials    that   surrounded    him 
J  he  Gills  seem  to  have  held  most  of  the  Government  offices ;  Michael 
was  Judge  of  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court,  Keeper   of   the    Rolls   J  P 
public  auctioneer,  sole   sworn   broker,  and  sole  notary  public,  and'  later 
on,  lieutenant-colonel  of  militia ;  his  brother  Nicholas  seems  to  have 
had  all  the  other  posts.     What  caused  Palliser  to  alter  his  mind  about  his 
subor.linates  is  not  known  ;  he  states,  "  My  reasons  will  be  laid  before 
the  King.       Perhaps  he  did  not  get  enough  share  of  the  prize  money 
He  ftn.ls  great  fault  with  the  resident  naval  officers;  probably  he  found 
tlie  clique  around  him  too  greedy. 

Everything  went  on  peaceably  during  his  administration  ;  there  was 
indeed  a  war  ..care  in  1764  owing  to  alarming  news  brought  home  by  a 
man-of-war  to  England,  that  the  French  had  a  fleet  at  St.  Pierre 
and  were  fortifying  it;  Palliser  sent  a  frigate,  and  soon  found  out  that 
the  whole  story  was  a  mere  canard.  During  the  last  year,  of  his 
administration  there  was  a  growing  spirit  of  disnff-ection  all  through  the 
North  American  Colonies,  owing  to  the  new  taxes  and  the  increased 
severity  of  the  Custom  House  officials;  a  v.ry  mild  outbreak  in 
Newfoundland;  i,i  New  Englan.l  the  precursor  of  the  civil  war 

A  French  vessel,  Chere  Marie,  Jacques  Quenal,  master,  having 
taken  a  parcel  of  furs  on  board  at  Port-au-Choix,  was  seized  by 
Lieutenant  Stanford,  and  brought  into  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court  for 
adjudication  and  condemnation  as  contrary  to  the  treaty.  The  followincr 
plain-spoken  letter  shows  the  Governor's  view  of  the  French  rights  :—  " 

"  '^'^  II-  i!^"'  ^^  ^"^'''^^  ^^"''•''"  "f  ^^^  ^•■'^''•ch  Shi],  La  Itada 
M.  Fhancois  Jaiiax  Mastor  of  the  French  ship  L'Etoile. 

"  Gentlemen,  , , 

..,,,,     ..  ,.  UAug.  1767. 

on.ro.chlZT^!  -^1^0  acquaint  you  that  your  au.lacions  attempts  to 

tiK roach  on  the  f.sher.cs  on  this  Coast  are  in  violation  of  the  Treaties  and  in 
d  so hed.enco  to  the  strict  orders  you  have  received  from  Vour  Kin,' 
He  directs  me  to  ac.,uaint  you  that  you  nee.l  not  ^ive  vourselves  tfc  trouble  to 
make  any  fur  her  applieatiou  or  enquiry  about  either  you;  boats  or  p  ople  h  n 
fu  ure,  no  only  the  b.ats  that  come  on  the  Coasts,  but  the  ships' to  which  h^ 
belong  will  bo  .e.zed  and  confiscated  for  encroaching  and  violating  tl    Treatie! 

"  Jxo.  Horsenaill." 
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On  the  8th  of  July  1769  the  Honourable  John  Byron.i  Sir  Hugh 
Pallii-ei's  successor,  was  sworn  in  with  the  usual  oaths  and  honours  as 
CJovernor  of  Newfoundland,  Laltrador,  Magdalen  Islands,  and  Anticosti. 
He  made  no  alterations  whatever  in  the  rules  and  regidatiuns  establislied 
by  his  pvcdcce.ssor ;  he  commanded  the  officers  not  to  fire  on  ships 
leaving  the  harbour,  nnd  then  claim  th^  cost  of  the  powder  and  shot 
from  them,  as  had  been  the  former  practice ;  he  was  a  niaitinet,  and 
there  is  (juite  a  long  conespondence  about  tlie  disposal  of  the  old 
pickets  whoa  a  new  fence  was  put  up  at  Fort  William.     Michael  Gill, 

Parson  Langman,  and  the 
otiier  magistrates  still  pre- 
sided in  the  courts  of  justice 
at  St.  John's,  Mr.  Weston 
and  Mr.  Carter  at  Ferryland, 
and  Mr.  Garland  with  Parson 
Conghlan  at  Harbour  Grace. 

In  1771  Bj'ron  .sent  spe- 
cial orders  to  Captain  Gower, 
of  H.M.S.  Pearl,  to  put  a 
stop  to  the  disorderly  proceed- 
iiK's  of  New  Eno-land  men  in 
the  Jlagdalen  Islands,  and  not  to  jiermit  them  to  carry  on  the  sea- 
cow  fisliery  without  a  licence  from  him.  Frenchmen  were  also  vigor- 
ously prosecuted  for  \enturing  to  fish  outside  the  treaty  limits  ;  several 
were  arrested,  brought  to  St.  John'.s,  and  sent  home  to  France. 


AMKRUAN  U.'NKKU  AM)   FISIIIXO  JIOAT  IN   17H. 
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The  Honourable  John  Bvron  is  best  I'cmembercd  as  the  grandfather 
of  the  great  poet,  who  refers  to  him  in  "  Don  Juan  "  as  "  my  granddad." 
The  marvellous  description,  of  the  shipwreck  in  that  poeiu  is  partly 
taken  from  the  Commodore's  adventures  in  H.M.S.  Wago',  as  well  as 
from   his  celebrated   voyage    to    the    South    Pacific.     Governor    Byron 


!il 


'  Bynin  was  born  in  1723  ;  was  the  second 
son  of  the  fourth  Lord  Hvron  ;  was  wrecked 
in  the  W(i(/er  on  the  Cliili  coast  in  1741; 
after  fireat  hardships,  he  reached  Valparaiso. 
In  \'t>7,  in  the  Aiiierivu,  lie  was  at  tiie  futile 
attack  on  ]{oehefort.  In  1760  he  was  sent, 
witli  a  small  s(|uudron,  to  superintend  the 
destruction  of  the  fortifications  of  houisbourg. 
In  17()4  ISyron  was  Counnander-in-t'hief  in 
the  Kast  Indies,  Hvinfi  his  pennant  on  the 
Dolphin  (the  first  vessel  in  the  Kiifjlish  Navy 
to  be  eo|)]ier-sheathcil).  At  Hio  he  met 
Lord  ('live,  who  wanted  to  go  in  the  ±,olp/iin 
to  India;  but  liyron  refused,  for  his  real  in- 


structions were  to  explore  the  .Southern  !*eas. 
It  was  on  this  voyajie  that  the  I'aiagouian 
giants  were  said  to  have  l)ecn  seen.  As  u 
>oyage  of  discovery  it  was  a  failure ;  Hyron 
had  no  genius  for  such  work.  He  was 
a]>jointed  (iovernor  of  Newfoundland  in 
January  1709  ;  l{ear-Adniiral  in  17T5;  Vice- 
Admiral  in  177H.  His  expedition  in  this 
year  to  intercept  the  Count  d'Kstaiug  was  a 
failure.  Uyron,  though  brave,  had  not  enough 
originality  or  abilitj'  to  distmguish  himself. 
He  died,  VieeAdmiral  of  the  White,  in  I78ti. 
There  is  a  portrnit  by  Keynolds,  painted  in 
17.V.».— (,Stki'111'.n's  N<U.  Dict.of  liioijriiphy.) 


LORD  SHULDHAM. 
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was  niado  a  c  viniiiotloro  frr  his  rr.illantry  at  the  sccontl  sieuo  of 
Louishourir.  He  was  a  very  \>\a.m,  strairrlitfurwavd  old  sailor ;  liko 
all  the  family,  rather  eccentric.  He  was  known  throuffhout  the  navy 
as  "  Foul- weather  Jack."  In  the  American  War  le  did  not  distiii<;;uisli 
himself. 


Byron's  adniiiiistivition  was  marked  b}'  the  same  humane  treat- 
ment of  tlu!  EskiuKjs  that  had 
charactei'ised  Palliser's  dealinirs  witli 
them.  An  endeavour  was  attain 
made  to  open  up  friendly  intercoiu-se 
with  tlie  Beothics,  Ijitt  without 
effect. 

The  Governorship  '"roin  tliis  tini  • 
forward  appeai-s  to  liavc  l)oen  a 
re^'ular  tiu-ee  years'  connnission. 
Commodore  ^foliiieux  Sluddhani, 
R.N,,  afterwards  liUi'd  Shiddham,' 
was  appointed  in  1772  ;  diiriiiy  his 
connnand,  which  extended  to  1774, 
the  conunereial  wai'  between  England 
and  America  cuhuinated  in  the 
Continental  Con^nvss  of  8eptend)er 
1774.  One  of  llie  tirst  acts  of  this 
assembly    was    to    prohibit    all    ex- 

portations  to  Enn^land  or  the  Tritish  Colonies.  War,  however,  did 
not  actually  be<>iu  until  the  bSth  of  April  the  folluwin-r  yi-.w, 
in  the  skirmish  at  Lexington,  dignitied  by  American  hist*)rian.s  into  a 
battle. 


I.OIU)  .SIU'I.IUIAM. 

from  an  engraving  nflor  Dnnvc. 
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'  Molinoux  Shiildhain  was  the  sot'ond  son 
of  the  \W\.  S.  Shulilliniii,  of  thi-  diocese  of 
Ossory,  Ireland.  He  went  to  sea  :i(  ten  years 
old;  was  Captain  of  the  Slii'i-nirs.\  in  174ti. 
He  saw  very  little  fi^'liting  till,  in  I7.")(i,  he  had 
the  niisfortnne  to  lie  captured  l>y  ti;ree  French 
men-of-war,  which  he  had  mistaken  for  nier- 
ehantnien.  He  ,vas  honourahly  acipiitti  I 
before  a  eourt-niartial.  lie  distinguished 
himself  at  ihe  laptiire  of  (iuadaloupe,  hut 
itus  unfortunate  in  losin;;  his  ship  when  affain 
in  the  West  Indies  with  Rodney  ;  when  at- 
tacking some  coast  batteries  in  .Maitinicpie, 
his  ship  struck  ami  was  wrecdied.  In  1772, 
on  his  return  from  Newfoundland,  he  brou>iht 
an  Ks<juiiuau\  cliiid'.  who  was  presented  to 
George  111.    Was  llear-Adiuiral  of  the  White 


in  1775,  and  bceamft  Member  for  Fowiy; 
Vice- Admiral  of  the  Hhie  in  1770,  when  he 
was  appointed  to  eonnntind  on  the  American 
sintion.  He  convoyed  Howe's  army  to  Hali- 
fax from  Uoston  in  177t!,  and  thence  to 
Station  Island;  iu  .lune  of  this  yeiir  he  wa.s 
createil  an  Irish  peer.  Nolhinf;  remaikahle 
occurred  during  the  reniainrler  of  his  stay  on 
the  American  station.  In  1778  he  success- 
fully convoyed  the  outward-bound  West 
Indian  and  American  fleets,  and  on  his  return 
became  I'ort-Admiral  at  I'lyuiouth,  wiiich 
post  he  held  till  178.1.  Made  Admiral  of  the 
While,  1779;  Admiral  of  the  Hlue,  1 787  ;  and 
Admiral  of  the  White,  17'J3. — (^Cii.vkkoi  iv'.s 
Uioijvaphia  A  aval  is.) 
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The  year  before  the  outbreak  of  the  American  War  was  re;narkjib]e 
for  a  terrifie  storm  at  sea,  which  destroyed  a  vast  amount  of  fishinjj 
property.  The  water  I'ose  suddenly  twenty  feet  above  its  usual  level ; 
this  great  tidal  wave  cause!  immense  destx-uction,  both  by  land  and  sea, 
and  three  hundred  persons  along  our  coast  lost  their  lives.  It  is  known 
in  Newfoundland  annals  as  the  "  Year  of  the  Great  Stoi-m." 

With  the  exception  of  this  event,  and  the  passing  of  Palliser's 
Act  (1-5  Geo.  III.),  nothing  remarkable  occurred  during  ShuMhani's 
tenure  of  office ;  the  same  questions,  the  same  routine,  prevail  all 
through  this  period.  The  New  Englanders  still  gave  trouble  on  the 
Labi'ador.  The  officer  in  command  at  Fort  Pitt  is  complained  of  for 
having  engage'I  in  the  seal  fishery.  A  small  "  Behring  Sea  difficulty  " 
arose  at  the  Magdalen  Islands,  owing  to  the  reckless  and  barbarous  way 
in  which  the  New  Englanders  were  killing  the  sea-cows,  th-iving  them 
away  from  their  quiet  haunts,  and  preventing  them  from  bi-eeding; 
there  is  a  long  correspondence  on  this  subject. 

During  this  period  the  groat  Michael  Gill  died,  and  Edward  White, 
Ordnance  Storekeeper,  became  Judge  of  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court  and 
Master  of  the  Rolis ;  Edward  Langnian,*  Charles  Garland,  Robert  Gray, 
Nicholas  Gill,  and  James  Brooks,  were  the  remaining  justices  of  the 
quorum  for  St.  John's ;  Robert  (]!arter,  J.P.,  was  Keeper  of  the  Rolls  for 
Ferryland,  William  Keen  for  Bonavista,  and  D'Ewes  Coke  (afterwards 
Chief  Justice)  for  Trinity  ;  Nicholas  Gill  was  Notary  Public  and  Vendue 
Master,  and  Jolin  Philips,  High  SherittV"     A  proclamation  was  issued 


liii 


'  Landman,  however,  succeeded  White 
as  Keeper  of  tlve  Rolls  in  177;».  The 
Gills  seem  to  have  soon  recovered  their  old 
prestige.  Nicholas  (jill  in  IT?'!  became 
Master  of  the  Rolls  and  Judge  of  tlic  Vice- 
Admiralty  Court,  which  posts  lie  held  until 
bis  death  in  1787. 

-  The  following  local  events  in  1773  arc 
noticeable : — 

We  notice  in  these  records  how  i>roperty 
was  acquired ;  for  instance,  the  collector 
Alexander  Dunn  received  a  grant  of  Friendly 
Hall,  Engineer  Prinirle  the  property  now 
owned  by  SirJamea  Winter  (I'ringle's  Dale)  ; 
the  hill  now  called  Robinson's  Ilill  was 
originally  Dover's  Hill. 

William  Spurrier,  of  the  great  firm  of 
Spurrier's  of  I'oole,  was  made  Naval  Officer 
for  St.  Mary's,  Oderin,  Burin,  and  Mortier, 
where  his  firm  carried  on  their  extensive 
business.  Mr.  John  Slade,  of  the  great 
firm  of  Slade's  of  J^ole,  was  made  Naval 
Officer  for  Twillingate.  In  Spurrier's  bill  for 
expense*  of  a  proceeding  out  of  the  Vice- 
Admiralty  Court    against    a    servant,   2.s-.   is 


cliarged  for  the  Whipper.  In  1773  Fort 
Towushend  was  commenced  and  the  road  to 
it  from  the  Queen's  Wharf,  also  the  King's 
Ko.ad,  the  Military  lload  between  Fort 
William  and  Foit  Townshend,  and  the  Signal 
liill  Koad.  The  way  in  which  titles  to  pro- 
l>erty  were  acquired  in  St.  John's  is  curiously 
illustrative  of  the  corruption  and  favouritism 
which  prevailed  in  the  days  of  our  naviil 
(iovernors ;  all  around  Fort  William  officers 
and  soldiers  had  been  allowed  to  l:ake  in  land 
as  far  as  the  margin  of  (^uidi  Vidi  Ijake  ;  on 
removal,  soldiers  and  officers  sold  these  to 
civilians  in  the  town ;  valuable  properties, 
both  OD  the  south  and  north  side  of  Water 
Street,  were  purchased  sometimes  for  a 
winter's  provisions ;  a  good  budding  lot  on 
the  north  side  of  Water  Street,  east  of 
MeUride's  Hill,  was  given  to  one  large  firm 
I'or  their  cook's  passage  to  Knglaiid. 

Ann  Ellis  acquired  F^llis's  estate  in  a 
curious  way  :  her  brother  had  left  it  all  to  a 
woman  not  his  wife ;  the  sister  produced  to 
(iovernor  Shuldbam  an  opinion  in  her  favour 
from  the  celebrated  English  lawyer,  Dunning, 
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embo(l3'ing  an  adiuinible"  set  of  reffulatioiis  for  the  government  of  the 
sahnon  iisheiy  on  the  coasts  of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador ;  tlie  French 
are  not  mentioned,  and  it  was  evidently  the  practice  at  this  time  to 
completely  exclude  them  from  all  occupations  outside  the  cod  fishery. 

Commodore  Dnii's  '  appointment  lasted  during  1775.  The  following 
proclamation,  issued  in  July  by  liim,  is  of  so  \nuch  import\nc.^,  and 
in  such  striking  contrast  to  the  manner  of  dealing  with  obstreperous 
French  naval  officers  at  tlie  present  day,  that  it  is  given  in  full. 
The  stout  old  commodore  took  the  strictly  correct  legal  view  of 
the  treaties  and  tlie  rules  of  international  law;  would  that  the  same 
spirit  were  infused  into  the  British  Governments  of  to-day,  which 
cahnly  permit  Frenoii  officers  to  put  up  proclamations  on  Britisli 
territory,  ordering  British  subjects  to  sell  their  lun'rings  only  to 
Frenchmen,  and  allow  them  to  enforce  such  arbitrary  decrees.  The 
proclimation  reads : — 

"  Whereas  I  have  received  aiithenlick  accounts  that  in  the  month  of  July  1763 
a  French  ship  of  war  named  the  'Unicorn'  visited  several  Porta  within  my 
Government,  particularly  '  Croniellaire,'  where  tlie  Captain  of  the  said  ship 
interfered  in  matters  relating  to  the  hiws  and  government  of  the  Country.  In 
case  you  should  meet  with  any  French  ships  of  wai"  within  the  limits  of  your 
station  you  are  in  the  most  civil  and  friendly  ujanner  to  eni(uire  of  the  Captain 
the  occasion  of  his  coming,  and  should  he  ho  driven  there  hy  necessity  or  distress 
you  are  to  offer  him  assistance,  and  every  other  friendly  office  in  youi-  power,  l)Ut 
should  he  pretend  to  come  there  for  the  protection  and  defence  of  French  fishers  or 
any  otlior  pretence  whatsoever,  other  than  distress,  j'ou  are  to  signify  to  him  that 
the  suhjects  of  France  resorting  to  any  port  of  H.  Bi'itannick  Majesty's  dominions 
to  follow  any  husiness  or  trade  hy  virtue  of  the  Treaties  subsisting  between  the 
twi)  nations  are,  whilst  in  H.M.  Dominions,  inidr  the  -prolrrlioii  nf  l[.  Brilnnuick 
Miijt-'iili)  onlij  ;  and  that  in  conformity  to  H.Majestys  sentiments  and  firm  rosoliuiou 
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and  on  this  ex  parte  opinion  she  obtainud  her 
grant. 

Stripling,  a  stout  I'rotestimt  and  u  puli- 
licau,  through  the  interest  of  the  otficers  and 
soldiers,  obtained  a  piece  of  hind  at  t^uiili 
\u\\,  and  afterwards,  when  he  bccinue  a 
justice  and  shetiff,  though  utterly  ignor.iut  and 
illiterate,  a  grant  of  the  hind  ou  tlie  ea>t  side 
of  Kinfi's  Bridfie  lioud,  iiiid  all  Striiiliiig's 
plantation,  were  jriven  to  him. 

The  title  of  the  'I'hoinas's  dates  back  to 
the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  and  wiis  continued 
through  the  Uevils,  and  William  TIiodihs, 
a  justice  in  I'lilliser's  time,  down  to  the 
William  and  Henry  Thomas  of  our  own 
time. 

The  Keens,  Gills,  Williams,  and  others 

of  the  clique  that  surrounded  Governor  I'al- 

liser,  all  'nined  their  properties  through  Court 

I  influence.     Hutehiugs'  estate  was  acquired  by 

George  Hutchings  for  his  valuable  services  in 

/    p.  2723. 


keeping  a  watch  on   A<linii'al   de  Ten. aye's 
fleet  ill  1 76-.'. 

'  Duff,  a  cousin  of  the  fiist  Karl  of  Fife, 
became  a  commander  in  174-4.  In  17.")K  he 
was  with  Commodore  Howe  in  the  s(|iii\(lron 
convoying  the  ex|>edilions  iigainst  !St.  Malo, 
(.'herbourg,  and  St.  Cas,  and  in  K.I'J  was 
senior  othcer  of  a  small  squadron  covering  the 
Ihittaiiy  coast  while  Hawke  blockaded  Hrest. 
He  was  not  present  at  Lord  Hawkc's  victory 
over  the  French  ,  but  it  was  in  chasing  DuH's 
ships  that  the  French  came  in  sight  of  the 
main  luiglish  tlect.  He  was  with  Uodney,  in 
17G2,  at  the  reduction  of  Martini(iue.  He 
endeavoured  to  relieve  (Jibraltar  in  177!(,  but 
the  Government  were  not  able  to  strengthen 
his  coraniand,  so  he  was  recalled.  He  became 
Vice-Admiral  in  1778,  and  died  in  \7i*7. 
There  is  a  portrait  of  him  at  the  1  loyal 
United  Service  Institute.— (,SiTEi'nK.N's  A'u/. 
Did.  oj' Uioyraphi/.) 
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of  maintainins?  witli  tho  ntinoftt  oxa 'tnoss  probity  and  pood  faith  tho  'J'rcatioa 
relating  to  tin-  fishery  I  shiili  with  an  unbiassed  and  impartial  jiistico  to  tho 
subjects  of  both  Ci-owna  in  my  station  inviolably  olj.scrvc  II.  Majesty's  cotnmands 
upon  that  head;  but  that  I  cannot  iicrniit  any  officer  with  a  commission  from  His 
Most  Christian  Majesty  and  ivilh  mi.  tn-m  'i'l  force  to  nuDrt  lo  or  i\frr<'isc  mii/  (iKlhoritij 
tulthiit  it)i;i  piirt  (if  II.  Majesty's  dominions  under  my  Government,  their  doing  so 
being  directly  contrary  to  tho  spirit  and  words  of  the  13th  section  of  tho  Treaty 
of  Utrecht,  by  widch  tin'  sovereignty,  property,  and  lull  possession  of  this  country 
is  ceded  to  tho  Crown  of  (Jreat  Britain  and  tlie  Fi'ench  expressly  excluded  from 
liaving  forts  or  forces  in  any  jiart  of  it.  and  the  tenor  of  th(.'  whole  article  is  to 
prnviilo  against  thi'  French  encroaching  on  H.M.  Territories  and  on  II. ^I.  rights 
and  privileges.  That  therefore  I  will  not  allow  any  Foreign  officer  with  an  ai'med 
force  to  resort  to  this  country  without  first  applying  for  and  obtaining  tho  King's 
leave  for  that  purpose.  In  case  you  should  meet  with  any  French  officer  within 
the  limits  of  your  station  j-ou  arc  to  appoint  a  reasonable  time  for  him  to  depart  ; 
beyond  which  time  you  aro  not  to  allow  him  to  stay  and  for  your  justification 
herein  you  are  to  deliver  to  him  a  copy  of  this  my  order  to  you. 

"  KouKRT  Duff." 

Several  writers  on  Xewfoundland  liistDr}',  in  tlieir  anxiety  to  make 
out  a  case  ayainst  the  American  colonists  in  their  stru^fgle  with 
Eii(,,'lan(l,  have  niagnifieil  a  street  row — an  ordinary  Irisli  faction  fight — 
in  Harbour  Orace,  in  17()(J,  into  a  serious  battle,  and  the  merchants* 
opposition  to  the  new  custom  house  as  treason  ;  they  have  exaggerated 
anil  perverted  these  small  artUirs  into  a  siuistci  plan  and  preconcerted 
scheme  of  rebellion.  There  is  not  the  slightest  foundation  for  such  a 
statement;  at  the  time  if  the  Declaration  of  Independence  there  was, 
no  doubt,  a  go(.id  ileal  (jf  lawlessness  in  the  Colony,  and  some  disattVcticjii, 
but  thei'e  was  some  little  connnon  sense  amongst  our  islanders ;  the 
republicans  were  few  and  scattered,  the  loyalists  were  in  an  over- 
whelming majority :  there  were  four  or  five  men-of-war  always  on  the 
coast,  a  strong  garrison,  and  at  least  ten  thousand  sturdy  West 
Comitrymen.  A  rebellion  in  Newfouiidland  would  not  have  .stood  for 
an  hour  against  such  overwhelming  odds. 

Underhand  attempts,  no  doubt,  were  made  to  seduce  all  the  colonies 
from  their  allegiance.  They  nu't  with  no  favour  in  Newfoundland  ; 
against  none  wei'e  the  new  republicans  more  vindictive  than  .igainst  us; 
they  knew  that  we  were  largely  dependent  on  them  for  food,  yet  one 
of  the  first  acts  of  the  Ct)ngress  of  1774-  was  to  decree  non-intercourse; 
this  was  not  fully  carried  out,  with  all  its  dire  effects  on  our  popula- 
tion, until  the  following  year :  but  in  1775 — a  terrilileyear  of  storm  and 
suffering — our  late  colonial  Ijrethren,  who  had  been  on  such  friendly 
terms,  did  their  utmost  to  starve  us  and  to  de-trov  our  trade;  with  their 
privateersmen,  who  knew  every  creek  and  cove  along  the  Newfoundland 
coast.     The  extreme  animosity  of  the  Americans  against  us  stems  to  be 
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n  very  clt'iir  hidicrttion  that  in  tlio  ^'iciit  strug^'le   our  i>(){nilation  woiu 
loyal  to  the  core.' 

It  is  not  necessary  to  repeat  aj^aiti  the  oft-told  story  ol'  the 
Aniei'ican  revolution  ;  how  the  ohstinacy  and  stupidity  of  tJeorge  111. 
and  his  nunisters  drove  the  colonists  into  i-ehcllion ;  how  the  f,'reatt'st 
statesmen  in  Eiiofland — Cliathani,  Fo.k,  and  Bui'ke— Franklin,  Wash- 
iiij^ton,  and  others,  in  America,  tried  to  prevent  war;  how  the 
gallant  colonists  at  last  achieved  their  liberty  through  the  powerful 
assistance  of  France  and  a  coMd)iiiation  of  nearly  all  Europe  agaiiist 
England:  this  givat  history  has  been  written  in  eveiy  form,  from 
the  "Spread-Eagle"  one-sided  view  of  some  American  historians,  to  the 
newest  and  i'airest  description   of  the   events   liy  <ioldwin  Smith.     'Ihe 


liltAMI    TIANK,   FOIMINE    lUY. 

From  .'!  phdtiii/miilt  hi/  J.  Veii. 

greatest  blot  on  the  character  of  the  first  American  ivpnblicans  js  their 
treatment  of  the  loyalists;  in  the  words  of  (Joldwin  Smith: — • 

"  Tlio  first  civil  war  wii.s  followed  not  l)y  inmicsty,  Imt  liy  iiii  (Jiitpoiiriiiij  of  tlir 
Tcngcaiic'c  of  the  rictors  upon  tlic  fallen.     Some  royalists  were  ])ut  todoatli,  many 

others  were  despoiled  of  all  they  bad  and  driven  from  their  roiintr}" 

Miissnchusetts  banished  by  name  three  hundred  and  ei<^bt  of  her  |ico[ile,  making 
deatli  tlie  |)enalty  for  a  second  return." 

These  loyalist  exiles  peopled    Nova    Scotia,   New    Brunswick,   and 
Up})er  Canada  ;  some  few  of  them  catiie  to  this  Colony  ;  to  one  of  these 

'  Till'  fdlldwinjf  local  events  in  177j-6 
are  unticialilc  :  — 

Ht.'v.  Edward  Liingnian,  who  appears  to 
have  been  a  very  spirited  and  deeided 
eliaraeter,  ai'eused  his  biotlier  justices  of 
being  partial  and  perjured  ;  wliereupon 
Kdvvard  White,  Mieliael  (iill,  T.  Dodd,  .bdni 
Striplinsr,  and  .John  Swinfrston  eoni]>hiined  of 
liim  to  (jlovornor  Dull",  and  lie  was  struck  off 
the  Commisiiou  of  the  Peace  ;  he  was  restored 
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liiinisli(.'<l  'I'ldifs  -I)r.  (Jiir<lni'r  of  Hi  sl  )ii,  U.S. — we  uu-  iiuloltod  for  a 
very  inti-ri'stiiij;  !icci)uiit  of  our  Islan<l.' 

Rtvu-Ailniiral  Moiitiij^iic,-  who  HUccecMled  Dull',  was  sworn  in,  May 
177<i;  itiie  of  lii.s  first  acts  was  to  ;;raciously  |M'riiiit  the  Fn-iich  to 
cut  wood  ill  the  liny  Despair  aii<l  otiicr  jihiccs,  ami  to  build  houses,  i^c, 
On  war  hrcakinj;  out  lictwccn  France  and  Knj;laiid  in  1 77S  ho 
iie\ertheh'ss  |)roiii])tly  took  possession  of  St.  Pieri-e  and  Mi(|Uelon, 
destroyed  all  the  l>uildin<;s,  and  sent  away  all  the  inhahitaiils,  thirteen 
hnndivd  and  ninety-two  persons,  prisoners  to  Franco. 

In  I77<)  Monta^^ue,  who  had  heen  specially  .selected  for  Newfound- 
laml   on   account  of  his  activity  and  dariny,  picked   out  a  nnnilier  of 


I  Al'lllti:   (>F    V   (fiMINKMVI.    llltKi    IIV    AN    DSlll.lMII   llTl'KU. 

I'roiii  It  ilrnuimj  in  the  II. M. 

the  hest  fast  .sailin<,'  vessels  in  tlie  tiade  and  fitted  them  as  arnie(l 
cruisers,  puttiny  younj;'  lieutenants,  masters,  mates,  niidshipmeii,  and 
j)L>tty  officers  in  charge  of  them.  Witli  the  meii-of-war  under  liis  coin- 
luand  and  these  improvised  .sloops  and  cutt<'rs,  he  most  effectually 
protected  our  coasts  from  the  American  privateers,  who  liad  done 
considerable  daniai^i!  the  year  b'fore.  The  petition  given  below  throws 
a  Hood  of  Uyht  ou  our  social  history  in  177-3:  it  shows  clearly  that  the 


'  'rill-  licivc  iillai'ks  (if  tlio  Heimlilicnns 
oil  llioir  Tiiiy  linillier  ri)loiii>ts,  who  li;id  done 
tliiiii  no  «roii^',  and  tlii'ir  tiviitiiu'iit  of  llif 
loyalists  arc  some  of  the  most  si'i'ioiis  l)lots 
ami  scamliils  of  Aiiu'iiraii  history. 

-  Joliii  Moiitiigiie  was  C'luninandt'i' of  Iho 
J/inchiiihroki'.  \n  174.'>;  in  1717  liu  rt'priscntfd 
Kuutiiigdou  in  fai'liameiit,  llu  held  vaii<iiis 
fdiniimiids,  l)iit  saw  vi-rv  hUlr  sei'vict-  diiiiiij; 
the  wars  except  off  Toulon,  where  he  helped 


to  destroy  the  Fiencli  fleet  which  endeavoured 
to  ett'eet  a  jiinclioii  with  l)e  la  Clue  at  I'artha- 
geiia.  Ik'caine  Kear- Admiral  of  the  Blue  in 
1770,  and  Connnan(ler-iTi-(  hief  at  Halifax. 
After  liis  return  from  Neivfoundhiiid  in  1778 
he  never  accepted  any  active  eoiumand  ;  he 
was  I'ort-.Vdmiral  at  I'ortsnioath,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Keppel  cmirf-martial.  He  died 
in  17'.).'i  at  Fareham,  Hants. — (Ciiausock'.s 
Biojruphia  Sacalis.) 
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f»M  VVost  Country  i«U'ii.s  were  Ntill  piwalfiit,  also  timt  St.  Jolm's  luul 
Itecome  quito  a  town,  and  that  tlicre  was  (in  spire  of  the  st^^rn  t'dicts  of 
the  naval  (Jovernors)  consideraltle  cultivation  of  ianl  ;,'oiri;j  on  near 
the  city  ;  foivniost  in  thi.s  innovation  wciv  the  otlicors  of  the  piiriMtii. 
There  are  many  names  around  St.  .Tohn's  to  ivmiiid  ns  of  tiiese  old 
soldiers  wlio  took  to  firmini;.  The  well-known  Major's  Path  is  name  I 
after  Major  Brady,  ll.N.,  17.S7  ;  I'riniile's  Hridtje,  Prini;le"s  Dale 
(Sir  James  Winter's  residence),  after  CliieF  Kn^in«'er  Col.  Prinifle,  II. E., 
who  built  Fort  Townshend  ;  Hally  Haly  af)er  Col.  Haly.  I  reetMnmend 
t')  my  readers  the  periLsal  of  thi^  rem.irkaliie  lettei-;  it  's  copied  from 
an  admii'.ihle  lecture  on  the  fisheries  hy  the  late  M.  H.  Warren  in 
1853,  which  is  (|iiite  (nit  of  print,  and  was  kindly  lent  to  niu  by 
Mr.  J.  H.  Noonan,  of  H.M.  Customs,  St.  Jo'.in's.' 


'  "  To     riiK     lIoNoritAiii.i';     tmk    Commons 

OF      (jIlKAT      IJltlTAlN       IX        I'Altl.iAMKNr 
AS.MKMIII.KI)  : 

"  The  Petition  of  the  Mcrcliiints,  Hoiit- 
keepers,  uiid  Principal  liiliabiiiiiils  of 
St.  .lolitrs  Petty  llarlidiir,  iind  Tor 
liuy,  in  the  Ishiiid  of  Newi'oiuiitlaiid, 
1775. 

"  Most  lluniblv  Sheweth  : 

"  Tliat  your  petitioners  liavin<;  ^[atnrely 
(\)nsi(li'red  ii  Mill  for  amending  and  rcnderini; 
more  Elfectually  an  Act  made  in  tlie  Kitteeuth 
year  of  llin  present  Aia.jesty  ((ieor{;e  3rd, 
1770.)  entitled  'An  Act  for  the  <'nconriii;e- 
nieut  of  the  Fisheries  carried  on  fr.)in  Great 
liritaio,  Ireland,  and  the  Ilritisli  Doniiniuns 
in  Knropi,  and  for  securing  the  return  of 
the  fishermen,  sailors,  and  others  Employed 
in  the  said  fisheries  to  the  ports  thereof  at 
the  enil  of  the  fishiof;  season,'  and  for 
re)>ealin<;  ciirtain  provi>i()ns  in  the  said  Act 
relative  to  the  said  fisheries,  are  of  opinion 
that  its  Cieneral  tendency  is  well  ealciilnti'd 
for  the  Henefit  of  this  Island,  at  the  same 
time  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  some 
amendments  ;snd  uddit'ons,  whiidi  we  ap- 
prehend will  also  bj  of  public  utility. 

"  Uelative  to  Uonnties  <;ranted  ships  or 
vessels  employed  in  the  Hritish  fishery,  on 
the  lianks  of  Newfoundland,  having  bee  i 
f'.)ui:d  inu'letpiafe  to  its  intention  (as  to 
obtain  it  the  adventurers  were  oblijjeil  lo  be 
at  a  eonsiilerable  expense  in  outfitting  their 
A'essels,  earryinff  extra  men,  to  entitle  them 
to  receive  the  sanu")  that  the  said  liounties 
may  be  appropriated  and  allowed  to  such 
ships  or  vessels  employed  in  the  saiil  fishery, 
navigated  with  ten  men  each,  at  the  rate  of 
six  shillings  per  Ton,  agre'.'abie  to  their 
registers,  subject  to  all  the  rules  and 
restrictions  as  reserved  in  former  Acts. 

"  That  all  the  Plantations,  Houses, 
Gardens,  and  so  forth,  in  this  Island,  on 
being  established  projierly,  to  be  nevertheless 
liable   to   the  payment    of   debts,  otherwise 


those  merchants  and  iillirrs  who  supply  the 
H.iat-keepers  and  liduibitants  will  be  deprived 
of  that  resource,  for  the  discharge  of  their 
just  debts. 

"  That  nil  Oil,  Itlubher,  and  Seal  Skins, 
exported  from  this  Island,  caught  by  Itritish 
subjects,  may  be  imported  into  (ireat  llriiain 
free  of  Duty  ;  oatli  being  made  by  the  Master 
or  pirs  in  having  the  charge  of  the  said  ship, 
that  it  was  caught  and  cured  as  aforesaid. 

"  If  a  .Master  or  the  person  acting  luiilcr 
him,  should  at  any  time  see  it  lu'cess  iry  to 
correct  any  st-rvant  under  them  with  modera- 
tion, (free  from  harshness  or  cruelty)  for  not 
doing  his  duty  in  a  proper  nunncr,  that  the 
B«id  servant  may  not  be  allowed,  lor  every 
frivolous  di>»greenu'iit  or  '"(unplaint  to  have 
his  Master  summon'd  before  a  .lustiee  of  the 
Peace,  which  in  the  height  of  the  fishery 
has  been  f'ounil  very  detrimental  and  often 
known  to  be  the  case  without  a  just  cause  of 
complaint. 

"  Fishing  Admirals  being  authorizid  to 
hear  and  determine  matters  relative  to  the 
fislu'ry.the  Trading  People  are  often  deprived 
of  an  immediate  resource  to  them,  they  being 
employed  fishing  on  the  Hanks. 

"  That  such  fishing  Admirals  may  be 
allowed  lo  appoint  deputy  or  deimties  to  act 
under  them  to  hear  or  deternnne,  on  such 
matters  as  may  come  before  them  relative 
to  the  hshi'ry  aforesaid,  with  liberty  to  preside 
at  any  (.'ourt  of  .lustiee  held  in  their  <litterent 
districts  as  a  .lustiee,  and  also  for  their  de- 
])utations  to  remain  in  force  until  the 
'J'wetitieth  of  November,  before  wlii(di  time 
the  transactions,  relative  to  the  said  fisheries 
are  not  tidjusted,  a'*  fre(|uently,  the  fishing 
Admirals  are  obliged  to  sail  from  this  Islatnl, 
early  in  ( )ctober. 

"  .\s  Lumber  is  at  present  a  scarce 
commodity,  and  the  intereonrse  of  supply 
from  tiuebee,  and  Port  Uosewiiy,  not  yet 
warttinted,  from  whence  no  doubt  large 
qnaniities  will  be  sent  to  this  Island,  in  the 
intermediate  space,  Uegard  should  he  paid  to 


I  I 


Hi 


312 


REfON  OK  UKOnnE  TIT. 


As    a    I'uitlicr    illiist.iatidn    ol"    (In-   state   uF    society,   aiul    of    tlio 
iiiainu'i'    in    wiiich    the    adiniiiistratioii   of  juHtict^  was    nn'riol    out    at 
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tin-  'I'inibor  Trees  ^rfowinfj  in  lliis  Islanil, 
uliieliil'  nut  wantonlv  eiit  ilown  woiilil  in  ii 
lew  years,  l)ec(itne  lurjje  s|iars,  lor  Musts  ol' 
Ships  anil  other  usch,  us  well  as  to  ciiw  into 
liiianis. 

"  To  prevent  the  saiil  Trees  from  lieirij; 
iii.necessarv  cut  down  the  principal  person  of 
each  erew  (of  wliieli  there  are  it  (ireit  nianv 
who  proseente  tin'  lliisiness  of  inakini; 
Sliin>;les  for  eoverin^f  houses,  Ntores,  \i'.  ; 
also  lioops  in  the  winter  season)  shoilhl  he 
eonipctent  to  judp'  sueli  Titnher  as  wonlil 
suit  his  purpose,  and  not  wantonlr  cut  down 
any  Trees  lint  lor  their  ininiediatu  use  undi'r 
eertani  restrictions. 

'■  liindinj;  Tri'cs  is  niso  of  ft  pernicious 
tendency,  altho'  that  article  is  very  necessary 
in  the  lishery,  yet  should  lie  suhject  to 
Ifepulations.  not  tor  more  I'revs  to  be  riiidcil 
than  is  necessary  for  euriiif;  and  preserviuf; 
the  tish  and  lor  the  eoverinj;  teinporarv  houses 
and  huts,  wlu-re  hoards  are  luit  to  he  ohtained. 

'•  Codil  Scans  we  deem  a  frroat  mii/ance 
as  liv  llicm  we  destroy  a  f^reat  quantity  of 
small  Hsh,  whieli  after  hein;;  inclosed  in  the 
scan  (and  not  worth  the  attention  of  the 
person  who  hauls  them)  are  left  to  rot,  by 
w  hieli  means  a  nndtitude  of  fish  that  woidd 
•;riiw  to  maturity,  perish. 

"  ContifTuoHS  to  tlio  Northern  Part  of 
this  Island  are  o  (ireat  many  Islands  where 
Hirds  breed  in  vast  abundance  which  were  of 
prcat  si'r\ice  to  the  inhabitants  residiuf;  near 
them,  for  food  in  the  winter,  and  also  for  bait 
in  catchin(.r  of  fish  durin)x  tin-  sumnier,  of 
which  valuable  resource  they  arc  now  almost 
entirely  deprived,  as  fjreat  i>art  of  the  birds 
are  destroyed  within  a  few  years  by  the  crews 
of  men  who  make  it  their  business  to  kill 
them  in  their  brcedinjj  season,  for  their 
fi'athcrs  (of  which  they  nnike  a  Trallic)  and 
burninir  the  carcasses,  we  have  ajiplied  to  f;ct 
this  with  many  other  (iricvances  redressed 
but  have  yet  only  retained  a  partial  relief, 
therefore  jtray  that  an  entire  sto))  may  be  put 
to  destroyiiif;  the  birds  otherwise  than  for 
'vid  or  bait  as  before  excepted. 

"  Olive  Oil  and  Cork,  both  articles  very 
necessary  for  tlie  fishery  if  allowed  to  be 
imported  here  duty  free,  we  ap|)reheiid  would 
not  be  detrimental  to  the  revenue,  and  at  the 
same  time  of  public  utility,  as  at  present  we 
are  not  allowed  to  import  eitlicr,  except  its 
being  first  ►■ent  to  Kngiand,  which  is  attended 
with  additional  expeuse. 

"  'iVlien  Hrcad  and  Flour  is  to  be  pur- 
chased in  Great  Britain  Iieluud  and  Quebec 
at  Twelve  Shilliiifrs  per  ewt.  it  can  be  supplied 
the  iiduibitant  of  this  Island  at  such  moderate 
prices  as  not  io  be  iv  burthen  or  tax  on  the 
iishery,  but  when  it  exceeds  the  price  bcfoie 
quoted,  a  bounty  to  be  granted  on  what  is 


<-\ported  from  (ireat  lirituin  and  Irelund,  to 
reilucc  it  til  the  saiil  price  of  twelve  shillings 
per  cwt.  (in  llritish  vessels). 

"  Kvcry  Ship  or  \'essel  that  briufls 
I'asHcnifers  to  N'ewfoMiidland  not  provided 
with  Masters  (whieli  is  often  the  case)  Iho 
.Master  of  such  N'esselon  his  arrival  should  be 
obliged  to  enter  into  Kond,  that  such  nu'ii  as 
do  not  ;.'et  employed  ilurin^'  the  suuuner  (by 
which  me.ins  they  become  very  burthensoiiH' 
here,  and  frcipicntly  through  IdJeiU'ss  and 
want  connnil  ( )utraf.'es,  lireaUing  open  Stores 
and  Shops  for  plunder)  and  are  not  provi<led 
with  a  .Master  in  the  fall,  cither  to  carry  iheni 
bac''  from  where  they  came  or  give  proper 
security  for  ihcir  passnges  so  that  they  may 
not  be  burthensome  here,  which  would 
|ircvent  u  nnudier  of  Idle  .Men  remaining 
here  the  winter,  all  of  that  di'seription  being 
u  great  iiui/aiice. 

"  It  has  been  a  Custom  '  ifely  with 
several  Masters  of  Vessels  on  their  arrival,  to 
land  many  Passengers  (ureat  part  thereof 
unprovided  for)  and  then  go  olT  with  most  of 
their  Carjiocs  (I'hietly  prox  isions)  supposed 
for  some  jiart  of  the  United  States,  leaving 
the  said  I'assengers  and  others  without  even 
the  resource  of  their  Cargoes,  for  s\ipplying 
them  as  also  the  Inhabiiants,  and  by  this 
means  doubly  distressing  the  'I'rade.  This 
we  pray  may  be  prevented  in  future  by  a 
clause,  that  every  Vi'sgel  bringing  j.rovisions 
to  this  Island,  should  not  be  snil'ercd  to  carry 
away  more  than  sufficient  Stock  for  said 
Vessel's  intended  Voyage,  by  suffering  the 
Exjiortation  the  Price  here  is  eonseipiently 
enhanced  and  the  Inhabitants  much  distressed 
tliereby. 

"  j\s  our  Season  for  prosecuting  the  Fish 
is  of  a  short  continiiauce  the  utmost  industry 
during  that  period  is  very  requisite,  and 
therefore  the  fewer  innovations  or  incentives 
to  draw  the  Servants  oil'  from  tlitir  <luty 
the  stiictest  their  attention  will  be  in  the 
discharge  of  it. 

"  .Some  few  years  back  when  the  Fishery 
was  prosecuted  in  the  Harbour  of  St.  .lohn's, 
with  great  vigour,  three  to  four  Houses  Public 
by  liicPiiee  for  vending  Spirituous  and  Malt 
Lii|Uors  were  found  sutficient,  then  the 
servant  was  obliged  to  a]>ply  to  his  Em- 
ployer for  Liipior  when,  if  he  made  bad  use 
of  it  getting  intoxicated  and  thereby  neglect- 
ing his  duty,  it  was  in  the  said  Master's 
Power  to  prevent  the  like  happening  in  future, 
hut  within  a  few  years  the  number  ot  Licenced 
Houses  in  the  said  Harbour  are  amounteil  to 
more  than  Eighty  in  number,  many  of  whisli 
are  houses  of  Ill-fame,  where  the  fishermen 
and  seamen  resort,  and  get  drunk,  neglecting 
their  duty  to  the  great  detriment  of  their 
Employers,  it  often  happening  thiough  one 
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this  porioil,  I  give  iu  the  llotc^  an  account  of  a  I'uw  uf   the  cjwua  tried 
in  1777.' 


Bcrviint'H  ncjflfpt  (.f  ii  few  hours  ii  (MiiMiilcr- 
alilt'  liiMs  I'lisiii'H,  iiH  HhIi  JH  II  (icri^liiii^  coiii- 
iiioilitv  too  iniiuli  cure  luid  iittcniioii  eun't  liu 
piiiil  It.  To  pri'vi'iit  till-  like  in  t'litiirc  >vi> 
pray  that  tlin  niimliur  may  lit>  rciliiCL'd  (of 
Mousi'jt  Ijici'iii'i'il  for  .Si'liirij;  l.ii|uor>*)  to 
twelve,  whieh  wo  deem  full  .sulfii'ient  for  the 
Kntertainmeiit  both  of  the  Inhikhitaiits,  uh  well 
H.H  Struii(,'ers  resorliii;,'  to  the  IIarh<Mir, auil  that 
fach  person  no  authorized  to  Vend  r.iiiuors 
sliouhl  he  oblijrt'd  to  keep  a  KiHhinn  Shallop 
and  eure  all  t!ie  KiMh  Huid  Shallop  may  ealcdi. 

"  The  numher  of  Shopkeepers  and 
lU'tailerH  of  (ioods  have  increased  lately  in 
St.  .lohn's  to  the  gieat  detriment  of  the  l''ish 
Cateherii,  as  formerly  every  Knijiloyer  had 
the  supplyinfi  \m  own  Servants,  wliieh  we 
ap|)rehend  in  Kipiity  they  are  entitled  to, 
from  the  very  great  waijes  f;iven  to  tiieni  for 
tlie  nhort  season  of  |)roseeHtinfj  the  Fishery, 
tlie  profits  arising  from  sueli  oitpply  was  a 
Kinall  emolilinent  to  reduee  the  enormouH 
wages  given,  hut  at  present  the  Musters  are 
deprived  of  this,  '  "  their  Servants  beinj,' 
sup|)liud  at  tliose  i  •  .i..  Shops  before  alluded 
to,  who  in  the  lall  f  the  year  cidleet  their 
Uills,  ill  conseiiuence  of  whieh  the  servants 
are  often  reduced  to  fjreat  distress  dnriiifj 
the  winter,  to  prevent  whieh  we  pray  that 
each  Shopkeeper  of  (lOods  may  in  future  he 
obliged  to  keep  a  Shallop  on  the  Fishery 
otherwise  to  have  six  months  liberty  to  m-W 
off  his  Goods  and  leave  this  Island,  as  we 
deem  every  |)erson  not  immediately  concerned 
in  tile  Fishery  (except  his  .Majesty's  Servants) 
is  a  burthen  to  the  Island,  and  that  every 
Tavern-keeper,  or  other  person,  known  to 
supply  a  Servant  belonging  to  or  Kmployed 
by  .Mercliantd  or  Hoat-keepers  in  the  Fishery, 
on  I'roof  to  be  fined  Fifty  Pounds. 

"  His  Majesty's  Oflicers  having  lately 
inclosed  large  Spots  of  Ground  contiguous  to 
this  Harbour  for  erecting  Houses,  IManting 
Gardens,  Farms,  itc,  by  which  means  many 
of  the  public  pathways  leading  to  the  woods 
arc  stopped,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  residents 
here,  we  therefore  re(iuest  that  no  more 
ground  may  he  inclosed  for  farms,  or  other- 
wise, except  as  Ganlens  for  the  use  of  the 
said  Ortieers  families,  which,  when  they  may 
be  recalled  should  go  to  the  next  that  arrives 
according  to  their  rank. 

"  We  therefore  reipiest  you  will  deign  to 
take  the  preceding  mutters  into  your  serious 
consideration  and  grant  us  such  redress  as 
your  Honourable  House  shall  seem  meet  and 
as  in  duty  bound  your  I'etitioners  shall  ever 
pray.  See."  —  (VVakuen'b  Leclun;  Apps. 
pp.  X  -xv.) 

'  CuiMINAI,   CaSP.S   TIIIED   IN    1777. 

The  jurors  for  our  Lord  the  King,  upon 
their  oath,  present  that  Kichard  I'ower,  a  native 


of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  laboiirer,  not  having 
(idit  before  his  eyes,  but  being  moved  and 
seduced  l)y  the  in-tigatioii  of  the  I)evil  on  the 
firs    d:i)  ofttctober  in   the    l.'ilh  year  id'  our 

'eign  l/ord,  ( ieorge  the  Third,  of  Gii^aC 
llrllain,  Franei',  and  Ireland,  \e.,  iVe.  ,  .  . 
Al  the  hour  of  about  <.l  o'ltloek  in  the  evening 
of  the  sauH'  day,  with  force  and  anus  at 
St.  .lolin's,  ftc,  in  ami  upon  one  .lohii  ('ahill, 
of  St.  ilohn's,  aforesai(l,  nierciiani,  in  the 
pi-ace  of  Goil  anil  our  sovereign  I<or<l  the 
jving,  then  anil  ihiTi-  being,  the  aforesaid 
.loliii  ( 'ahill  not  having  any  weapon  then 
drawn,  nor  the  ufoiesaid  .lohii  ('ahill  having 
lirst  stricken,  the  said  Kic.hanI  I'ower  felo- 
niously did  make  an  assault,  and  that  he  the 
aforesaid  Kichard  I'ower,  with  a  stone  of  no 
value  which  be  the  said  Kichard  I'ower  in  his 
right  hand  (hen  and  there  had  and  hehl,  hit 
the  said  ..'ohn  ('ahill  in  and  ii)ion  (he  side  of 
the  bead  of  him  the  said  .lohii  (^ahdl,  the 
aforesaid  John  C'ahill  as  is  aforesaid  then  and 
there  not  having  any  weapon  drawn  nor  the 
aforesaid  .lolin  ('ahill  then  and  there  having 
first  stricken,  the  said  Uiehiird  I'ower  then 
and  there  fidonioiisly  did  strike,  giving  unto 
him  till-  said  .lohn  ('ahill  then  and  th<  re  with 
the  stone  aforesaid,  in  form  aforesaid,  i  and 
upon  the  left  side  of  tlie  head  of  him  tb^'  "uid 
.lohn  (>ahill  one  mortal  stroke  or  blow,  i.f 
which  he  the  said  John  Caliill  languished 
until  tile  evening  of  the  :24th  November  and 
then  died,  iStc  ,  \,c 

T'his  is  an  abbreviated  form  of  the  indiet- 
ment  against  I'ower;  there  was  no  evidence  to 
sustain  it.  It  a])pears  that  Cahill,  a  shop 
keeper  or  inercbaiit,  was  having  a  drniikeii 
-.jiree  in  his  house;  sonic  hoys  looked  in 
through  the  window,  so  he  and  other  guests 
rushed  out  and  struck  the  spectators  with 
sticks;  the  accused,  an  Irish  "youngster," 
was  passing,  and  was  struck  violent  blows  on 
the  head  by  Cabill  and  Lawrence  I'ower,  who 
were  too  drunk  to  distingnish  anyone  ;  after 
being  struck,  Itiehard  I'ower  immeiliately  went 
home,  and  next  day  had  his  wouinls  dressed 
by  Dr.  Delaney.  The  jury  foil n  I  the  prisoner 
not  guilty,  and  he  was  discharged  on  pai/ment 
of  thi' fevs  of  the  roiirl. 

Lawrence  llallahan,  found  iruilty  of  forg- 
ing a  bill  of  *IH,  was  sentenced  as  follows  : 
"  That  you  be  carried  back  to  the  place  fioin 
whence  you  came  and  thence  he  led  to  the 
plaee  of  execution  and  there  to  be  hanged 
by  the  neck  until  you  are  Dead,  Dead, 
Dead,  and  the  Lord  have  mercy  on  your 
soul." 

Next  Lawrence  Dalton,  for  forging  two 
orders  for  20.9.  and  !".«.,  received  the  same 
sentence.  Patrick  Knowlan,  for  stealing  a 
counterpane,  value  lii(/.,  from  Peter  Prim, 
sentence:  "That  you  P.  Knowlan  be  whipped 
by  the  comtnou  whipper  with  a  halter  about 
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REIGN  OF  GEORGE  III. 


In  tlie  year  1776  came  into  operation  tlic  statute  known  in  tlie 
C/olony  as  "  PtiUi-er's  Act,"  15  Geo.  III.  c.  xxxi.  This  important  measure 
was  very  ably  drawn,  and,  although  somewhat  encumbered  with  the 
involved  and  redundant  verbosity  of  the  period,  it  was  remarkably 
clear  and  definite  ;  Sir  Hugh's  hand  can  be  traced  in  every  line.  The 
distinct  purpose  of  the  measure  was  to  make  the  Newfoundland  business 
a  British  fishery,  carried  on  by  fishermen  from  England  and  tlie  Kings 
dominions  in  Eurojie ;  Ameriran  colonists  were  rigidly  excluded  from 
any  participation  in  the  boxmties  and  other  benefits  granted  by  it. 
The  preandjle  clearly  explains  this  object : — 

"  Whereas  the  fishc  ries  carried  on  by  H.  M.  snbjects  of  G.  Britain  and  of  tho 
Britisli  (ioniinionw  in  Europe  have  been  foniid  to  be  the  best  nurseries  for  able  and 
expuiienoed  seamen,  always  ready  to  man  tlie  Royal  Navy  when  occasions  rocjn ire  ; 
and  it  is  theiefore  of  the  highest  national  importance  to  give  all  due  enconi'ago- 
ment  to  the  said  fi.sheries,  and  to  eiidcavoi./  to  secure  the  anuiinl  rvti(ni  of  tlie 
fishermen,  sailors,  and  others  employed  therein  to  the  Ports  of  Great  Britain  &c. 
at  the  end  of  every  fishing  season. 

"  Now  in  order  to  promote  these  great  and  imi)ortant  purposes  and  with  a  view 
in  tlic  first  ])liice  to  induce  H.  M.  subjects  to  jiroceed  early  from  the  jxii-ts  of  G. 
Britiiin  to  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  thereby  to  prosecute  the  fishery  on 
the  said  bunks  to  the  greatest  advantage  it  is  enacted  &c 

"  That  from  and  after  1st  Jany.  1770  the  bounties  hereinafter  mentioned  shall 

be  paid  and  allowed  anmniUy  for   11  years siuh  vessels  must 

De  British  built  and  owned  by  British  subjects  residing  m  Hngland  Ac.,  not  li'ss 
than  60  tons  burthen,  not  less  than  15  men  (three  fourths  of  whom  must  be  H.  .M. 
subjects),  to  be  fitted  and  cleared  out  from  an  English  Port  on  llie  1st  January 
each  year;  they  must  catch  on  the  Banks  not  less  tJian  10,000  fish  to  be  landed  on 
tho  E.  coast  of  Newfoundland  before  tlie  l&th  July  each  year. 

_"  Bounty  of  £'40  per  ship  to  the  first  25  vessels  milking  two  trips  to  the  Banks — 
next  100  vesi>els  £:20  each.  Bounty  for  whale  fishery  £500  to  the  first  vessel 
arriving  with  the  largest  (juantity  of  oil. 

"  No  person  allowed  to  fish  in  Newfoundhir.d  except  these  arriving  from  II.  IM. 
Dominions  in  Eurojie  [intended  to  exchu'e  the  Aiiicrieaiis].  Piovisious  to  be 
brought  from  England,  Jr<  land.  &c.  free.  Fishing  vessels  to  be  free  from  restraint 
and  only  ])ay  a  Custom  House  fee  of  "Jk.  6(1.     Seal  skins  atid  oil  to  be  free  of  duty. 

"  No  fishing  vessels  to  cari'y  passengers  to  Newibundlinid  without  jiermission. 
Agreement  in  writing  with  fishei men  obligatory.  No  ailvanee  to  fishermen  to  bo 
more  thun  half  their  wages — other  half  on  return  home.  ^Muster  must  ]iroduce 
Shijijiing  paper.     Fish  and  oil  liable  preferentially  i'or  j;ayment  of  servants  wages. 


your  nock,  flint  is  to  sny  you  nre  to  receive 
on  your  bare  Iiiick  twenty  lushes  iit  the 
coiiinion  whijipiiig  post,  then  to  lie  led  by 
the  liiiller  to  the  I'lihlick  I'litli  just  opposite 
Mr.  IVter  I'rims  door  ami  tlieie  ri'eeive 
twenty  lashes  n>i  before,  luul  then  led  as 
K-t'ore  t(  the  Viee-Adniimrs  Heaeh  anil 
there  to  receive  twenty  lashes  us  before  ; 
to  forfeit  nil  your  poods  and  ehnttels  ;  to 
pay  the  elinrfres  of  tlie  Court,  iiiid  to  depart 
this  Island  by  tbe  first  vessel  bound  tor 
Ireland  never   to  return  on  jiaiu  of  huvinj; 


the  same  )iunis1inieiil  repeated  every  ^Moi.dav 
moriiinf; ;  l<>  be  kept  in  prison  till  you  go 
aboard." 

Thus  ended  the  n.-ssi/es. 

Mcni..  Gii.i,. 
John  Stiui'I.iso. 
Kdwi).  Wiiitk. 
Tiios.  DoDi). 
KnwAun  Lamjji an. 
Hour.  Ihi.i.i'.v. 

Ilulluhan  was  hung  Idth  May  ri'77. 


PALLISER'S  ACT. 


3# 


: 


Penalties  for  misconduct  of  fisliermen.  All  disjnites  to  be  determined  by  Sessions 
Courts  in  Newfoundland  or  by  Vice  Admiralty  Court  [this  was  repealed  as  regards 
Admiralty  Courts  by  26  Geo.  III.  cap.  xxvi.  sec.  25]. 

Fishermen  to  be  fi'ee  from  ))rea,s  f^'ang.     Duty  of  ]/-  per  gallon  on  rum  from 
America,  &,c ,     ..." 

Palliser'.s  Act  was  one  of  the  results  of  the  troubles  with  America. 
The  bounty  was  given  to  encous'sige  the  loyal  Colony  of  Newfoundlanl ; 
by  a  provi-iion  in  the  Act,  Amei-icans,  as  well  as  all  Colonists  outside 
Newfoundland,  were  exclufled  from  :dl  participation  in  the  colonial 
fishery.  The  bank  iishery  was  specially  reserved  for  the  subjects  of 
His  Majesty's  dominions  in  Europe.  Hanoverians,  Jersey  men,  kc.  might 
fish  ;  but  Canadians,  Nova  Scotians,  and  Bernuidians  were  rigidly  ex- 
cluded by  this  extraordinary  narrow  policy.  As  Ireland  was  at  the  time  in 
strong  sympathy  wit'a  the  American  insurgents,  it  was  thought  desirable 
to  win  over  the  Celts  by  granting  them  the  niueh-desired  boon  of  free 
trade  -with  the  Colonies,  and  a  bounty  for  their  fishery.  The  Irish  were 
so  much  concerned  with  Newfoundland  at  this  time  that  historians 
speak  of  the  bounty  on  our  bank  fishery  as  given  to  the  Irish  New- 
foundland fishery.  The  trade  between  the  two  c(jui:tries  at  this  jieriod 
was  large;  Arthur  Young  speaks  of  the  farmers  around  Waterfoid 
fiittening  pigs  for  our  mai-kets ;  legal  or  illegal,  (he  trade  wa.^  carried  on. 

The  West  Countrymen  always  made  a 
provision  that  the  convoy  out  to  New- 
foundland should  remain  forty-eight 
hours  in  Cork.  The  etfect  of  l^'al User's 
Act  was  to  increase  the  bank  fishery, 
it  had  no  other  result.  The  provisions 
abovit  servants'  wages  were  bitterly 
disliked  by  the  West  Country  mer- 
chants, and  in  eviry  way  tl.ey  tried 
to  evade   the  new  law. 

In  the  year'-^  1787  and  178,S  ji  new  trade  (piestion  arose.  The 
Devonshire  men  found  a  formidable  com])etitor  in  a  most  nnhioked-for 
([uarter,  Bernmda.  The  whole  story  of  this  sudden  irruption  iiit>  our 
island  of  the  Somers  Islanders  and  their  lusty  negroes  is  so  gtaphically 
d'vscribed  by  Jeremiah  Coghlaii,  that  I  give  his  report  in  full  ;  it  is  dated 
25th  October  17<SS,  St.  John's:— 

"  This  new  nnd  silarmim^  undertaking  consisted  tliis  year  of  thirty  four  sloops 
of  30  to  60  tons  burtlun.  fiom  8  1o  12  men  each,  three  parts  of  whom  consist  of 
i-obust  able  black  men.  nativ(  s  of  liermnda,  and  slaves  to  owners  of  said  vessels, 
other  part  were  uld  country  men,  iiired  for  splitting,  sailing,  and  conducting  things 
aboard  said  vessels  on  the  Hanks,  and  tho  large  vessels  liad  each  one  of  oiu-  expert 
fishermen  to  instruct  the  crew  in  managing  their  lines  and  disengaging  the  hooks 
with  ipiickncfcs  when  swalliiwcd  by  tlie  cod. 
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"  These  vessels  cnme  early  in  the  spring  from  Bormudii,  laden  with  salt  which 
wos  Lronght  from  Turks  Island.  Piirt  of  thoin  paid  Matters  of  our  fishing  rooms 
2/-  per  (juintal  for  curing  the  fish  they  should  take.  The  other  part,  particularly 
large  size  sloops,  took  posse.'^sion  of  vacant  ship's  or  admiral's  rooms  at  difierent 
piirts  to  the  southward  of  St.  John's  and  hired  ono  experienced  jMastcr  of  voyages 
to  manage  and  inspect  the  curing  of  fish,  occuj)ying  the  said  fishing  rooms  in  the 
same  manner  as  British  ships  are  entitled  to  do. 

"  The  first  trips  these  our  rivals  made  to  the  Grand  Bank,  they  appeared  as  if 
they  could  not  undergo  the  hardships  of  such  a  business,  and  as  natives  of  a  more 
southern  (dimate  could  not  endure  fatigues;  but  they  soon  convinced  the  English 
iislicrs  that  they  were  equal  to  any  young  beginners  who  came  before  them  ;  and 
to  aid  tlieii-  endeavoui'S  they  were  greatly  favourcil  by  a  most  uncommon  mild 
moderate  season  which  was  a  great  encouragnment  to  their  exertions,  and  which 
men,  to  the  surprise  of  our  fishermen,  exceeded  them  in  despatch,  which  ajipears  by 
tlie  following  account. 

"  The  smallest  of  these  vessels,  in  July  and  August  seldom  exceed  eight  days 
in  making  fishing  trips  to  the  Grand  Bank  and  in  returning  loaded  from  tliencc. 
For  being  not  only  remarkably  fast  sailors,  but  also,  when  it  became  calm,  fre- 
(piently  the  case  in  those  months,  the.'^o  blacks  (shewing  example  of  attention 
for  good  of  their  Masters'  intei'est  worthy  notice  of  our  ))oople)  rowed  their  sloops 
from  'ii  to  3  miles  pi'r  iiour  and  in  working  in  and  out  of  nai-row  hai-bonrs  excelled 
the  lu'st  of  our  fishing  lugger  shallops.  No  Avind  ]irevonte<l  them  from  getting  on 
the  Baidis.  Have  been  told  that  the  Master  of  one  of  our  banking  shi])s  lieing 
sto])ped  in  the  Narrows  of  St.  John's  by  a  stri)ng  wind  blowing  from  the  sea  when 
bound  on  thf  Grand  Bank,  two  of  these  Bermudiau  sloops  passed  him  and  worked 
out  under  lo  "  sail ;  the  next  evening  tiie  form(  r  got  his  vessel  out  of  Harbour  also 
and  meeting  a  contrary  time  was  five  days  after  before  he  got  on  the  fishing 
ground,  at  which  time  be  fell  in  with  one  of  the  sloops  bi'tore  mentioned  returi.ing 
with  her  full  take  of  lish  which  her  crew  were  but  four  days  in  catching. 

"  Also  learned  from  Masters  of  our  I5iinkers  who  iuive  been  in  comjiany  with 
Bermudiaiis  on  Banks  fishing  in  August,  that  the  black  men  aboard  of  them  became 
as  ex])irt  in  catcliing  fi-^ii  as  old  I'ountrv  men  and  as  eager  and  attentive  to  catch 
as  any  of  ours  who  are  paid  £-4  l^s.  per  1<IOO  fisli  for  cali'iiiug  only — some  of  which 
men  have  earned  tliis  year  £-1-5  stg.  for  their  separate  share  of  a  Banker's  voyage. 

"  This  information  discovers  to  you  the  v^ry  gri'at  take  of  fish  tiiei-e  has  been 
on  the  Grand  Bank  this  past  season,  wliicli  to  a  great  degree  exceeds  any  single 
vear's  take  of  that  article  within  tlie  memory  of  the  (ddest  trader  to  this  Country  ; 
a  circumstance  that  (witii  m.anv  encouraging  atlvantages  liiese  new  Adventurers 
have  in  view  superior  to  fishers  from  Ivngland)  must  terminate  t(,  the  latter's  pre- 
judice if  not  speedily  taken  uud-r  the  consideration  of  the  Lords  of  Committee  of 
Trade  and  I'hmtatious  and  must  cause  gi'cat  decdinc  to  this  valuable  nurs  Ty  of 
ilritish  seamen. 

"  These  Bei-mudian  fishing  vessels  are  to  sanction  the  stibtle  views  of  Americans, 
who  to  evade  the  late  restrictions  laid  on  ti  eir  exiiorls,  the  wise  check  given  tiieir 
navigation,  a  wound  their  boasted  libi'rty  cannot  readily  lieal.  arc  now  bei'ome 
concerned  with  their  second  selves,  tiio  Bermudians,  in  imposing  this  new  and 
tmexpecled  undertaking  on  Great  Britain. 

"  Tiie  saiil  fisliing  ^Jssels,  the  alarming  rivals  of  British  Euroi)ean  fishers, 
being  maimed  with  proprietors*  own  slaves  and  fitted  out  in  much  cheaper  manner 
than  English  Bankers  will  have  great  superiority  over  the  latter  in  case  of  a  bad 
fishery  happening,  the  former  having  no  claim  on  ownei's  for  wages,  which  will 
enable  them  to  undersoil  the  English  taken  fish  and  also  introduce  a  new  mode  of 
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Bmnggliiijr  New  Engltuid  fish  at  all  onr  West  India  Islands,  where  they  can  afford 
to  supply  thcni  with  fish  of  first  quality  as  i-heap  as  wo  can;  what  thv  Spanish 
market  will  not  consumL'  being  such  as  we  call  refuse  at  this  market. 

"  Under  colour  of  the  said  i5aiikin<^  vessels  taking  their  fish  from  henc:'  when 
cured  to  bo  rcshi];pcd  on  board  larger  size  vessels  at  Bermudas  and  transported 
from  tlicnco  to  tlie  Mediterranean  markets,  protected  by  our  passes,  said  A-essels 
will  proceed  to  America  and  there  receive  New  England  fish  to  tlie  amount  of  two 
tiiirds  their  cargor,  and  ])roeeed  with  such  to  the  former  markets  which  will  be 
riviilling  us  at  the  same.  Thj  Americans  not  daring  to  face  the  Mediterranean  m-. 
get  within  rcaeh  of  being  made  slaves  by  the  Algerines,  which  also  burdens  'heir 
voyages  made  to  tlie  Straights  with  an  additional  premium  for  insurance  that  no 
markets  can  support  and  which  markets  we  command  at  in'esent. 

TIk;  fishing  crews,  being  slaves,  the  property  of  people  of  Bermuda  and  manv 
American  blacks,  not  being  within  reach  of  our  men  of  war  in  case  of  ru])ture  wiiii 
European  [lowers  are  oidy  for  the  service  of  America  [for  manning  ships  of  wiir]. 
The  major  jiart  of  these  vessels  will  be  supplied  with  cordage,  caiivits,  iron 
work,  &c.  from  Ajuciica  and,  being  a  great  field  for  smuggling  produce  of  that 
country  into  bays  and  creeks  of  Newfoundland,  these  vessels,  under  sanction  of 
taking  tish.  will  set  aside  the  restrictions  on  importation  of  jirovisions  &c.  from  the 
Continent,  which  the  greatest  attention  of  the  King's  ships  on  this  station  cannot 
prevent,  and  they  will  bo  enabled  tiiereby  to  undersell  us  at  this  market,  and 
maintain  their  ciows  much  cheaper  than  we  English  fisiiers. 

"  The  chief  agent  who  came  with  our  rival  codfishcrs  from  Bermuda,  whose 
name  is  Harvey,  is  a  shrewd  American.  He  openly  declares  there  will  be  lOn  sail 
of  Bermudian  sloops  fishing  on  the  Grand  Bank  next  season,  and  is  now  going  to 
London,  having  all  the  bluster  of  the  American  party  to  euiiport  him  in  case  of 
need,  to  make  good  their  establishment  at  this  Island.  The  other  agents  are 
rank  Americans ;  also  Nathaniel  Philips  of  St.  John's  who  discovered  himself  so 
implacable  a  stickler  for  the  Bostonians  during  the  late  troubles,  is  the  person  who 
undertakes  to  defray  all  matters  and  costs  these  mock  Bcrmudians  are  subicct  do  ; 
and,  though  notwitbstanding  the  Act  of  Parliament,  those  Bermudians,  as  they  call 
themselves,  have  been  permitted  by  the  Government  to  all  rights  of  British  Euro- 
])eans'  ships  to  the  surprize  of  every  Englishman,  who  lay  this  evil  at  the  door  of 
the  former's  secretary  [Aaron  Graham]  a  much  greater  man  than  his  master  and 
governs  this  Island  as  he  thinks  fit,  of  which  all  the  surrogates  complain  loudly. 
To  set  iiside  any  right  of  claim  those  mock  Mudians  can  have  to  disinherit  English 
fishers,  I  am  solicited  by  a  body  of  English  fishers  to  lay  those  threatening 
Ddtioiial  grlfviintre  before  you,  praying  representation  to  Lord  Hawkesbury  (as 
owing  to  your  judicious  measures  when  our  Governor,  the  rise  and  conse(|uence 
of  this  Isliind  is  become  the  cnvij  of  all  nalions)  that  a  better  check  to  New  England 
fi.-hers    be  ai-r;uigjd]." 

The  Bermudians  Avere  jil lowed  to  dry  their  fish  this  year,  but  they 
were  afterwards  rigiilly  tabooed.' 

This  letter,  addressed  to  Sir  Hngli  PalHser— tlie  most  virulent 
opponent  of  our  native  re.sident  ti.shermen— gives  a  vt'iy  clear  statement 
of  the  case   fn)m    the  West   Country  standiioint.     There  can  be   very 


'  Tlui  Birniudiuns  had  fished  in  Nuw- 
fbundhtiid  tn'fore  this  date,  and  after  they 
were  pioliibited  h'oai  landing  and  uuriii^  their 
fish,  they  oinried  it  home  fjneti  to  Ik'iinuda. 
The  damii  eliniutu  of  ihe.r  Iblund  was  fouud, 


however,  unsiiitiible  for  fish  curinjj,  a'ld  the 
enttiprise  iiad  to  he  aliimdoned.  )  liuve 
received  valuahle  information  oa  tiiis  subject 
from  T.  Keid,  Ksi].,  IJeriimda.  l-'urdier 
iiit'oiaiatlon  will  be  fuand  iu  the  Appeaili.v. 
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little  (lonl.t  that  the  sluvwd  Yankees  hatl  a  hand  in  this  new  ih^dj^c 
The  Nathaniel  Piiilips  referred  to  was  a  welMviiown  nurehant  in 
St.  John's  ;  he  had  been  the  ^^eneral  a^^i'tit  for  the  New  En^huid  trade 
ill  Newfoundland  ;  a  olose-tiste<l,  penurious  old  fellow,  who  had  heconie 
very  rich  "  by  saving'  of  candle  ends  and  sieh  " :  he  ilied  in  17U0,  and 
was  buried  in  the  cathedral  burvinif  iiiound,  at  the  corner  near 
St.  Andrew's  Kirk.'  Three  of  his  clei-ks  were  Henry  Shea  (father  of 
Sir  Ambrose,  und  the  Hon.  Kdward  D'Alton  Shea),  C!eo.  Lilly  (after- 
wards Judoe  Lilly,  father  of  the  late  K.  K.  \V.  Lilly,  Q.(^),  and  William 
Lilly,  of  Harbour  Grace.  Philips  was  navy  aj^ent  all  tluou^di  the  fir^t 
American  war;  Hunt  Stabb  A:  Preston  durinif  the  war  of  LSI  2.  Philips' 
name  fi^aires  lar^^ely  in  the  judicial  records:  he  hml  very  lar^n-  dcaiin<;-s, 
and  appears  fre(piently  as  a  harsh  en-  litor,  .scivwin^^  and  selling  up 
some  unfortunate  outdiatbour  planter. 

Under  the  admirdstration  of  the  admiial-iji)vernnrs,  tlu-re  was  a 
curious  bli'ndin^  of  Judicial  and  executive  functions  :  their  excel'encies 
wanted  to  have  a  hand  in  everythini:.  We  timl,  for  in-tance, 
Governor  Montaj^iie  issuing  an  oi'der  to  the  sheiiti',  John  I'hilips, 
to  hi\v.i2,  Hallahan,  aii<l  fixiufj  the  time  for  his  execution.  On  many 
occasions  he  not  only  maiHifaetured  a  liw  to  suit  the  special 
exi^fencies  of  the  case,  but  also  invented  a  punishment.  He  fined 
publicans  for  a  first  or  second  offence,  decidin<(  that  for  a  third 
they  are  to  he  loinisheii  to  Ireland.  For  tislieriiu'ii  disobeying;  the 
coMUiiands  of  their  skippeis  h(>  ordered  first  a  forfeitui-e  of  all  their 
wa^vs,  and  .secondly  that  they  should  be  impri.sonrd  and  then  sent  on 
board  a  man-of-war,  never  to  rettwn  to  the  Colony. 

At  this  perio  1  of  our  history  there  had  yiMWii  u[)  a  considerable 
trade  with  Greenock,  CJlasj^  iw,  and  Belfast,  besides  the  lon^  standing 
commercial  intercourse  with  Waterford.  Representations  wei'e  made 
bv  the  chief  majfistrates  of  these  towns  about  the  state  of  the  civil 
t'overnment  in  the  Colony,  or  rather  the  want  itf  anv  efficient  and 
orderly  administr.itio  i  of  law  oi-  e()venuuent.-    Beini' anxious  to  increase 


'  In  I'liilip-'  time  clerks  hail  :i  vir.v  lianl 
lite,  they  weie  tniit-d  altiKist  like  iiieiiial 
servants.  One  div  Miiluul,  I'iiilips"  failliCiil 
(lid  Irish  servant,  tiilil  his  nui^terthe  appalliiiji 
news  that  the  _\ouiifr  fieiillrnieli  wauled  a 
(dianpe  in  their  cliiincr— all  three  had  ilielared 
lliev  would  eat  pork  no  longer.  "  Not  eat 
pork."  said  the  old  man  in  a  furious  raj:e, 
"  I'll  make  'em  eat  pork  until  the  liristles 
frrow  on  "eui." 

-   Wkkck   of   thk  '■  TUdlS    riiiiiKs." 

"  As  e\erv  part  of  the  eomluot  of  the 
peoide  at  •■ind  about  St.  Marie's  eonceriMMJ  in 
this  transaction  app.ais  to  me  the  most 
iuhnuinn    and    barharous    proeeeding    1    evir 


heard  of  in  a  Christian  countrv  I  relv  on  your 
doini;  that  justice  to  he  injureil  parties  their 
uuhap|iy  ea>e  reipnres.  and  doubt  not  there 
niav  be  some  well  di-^posed  people  there 
who  will  be  happy  to  render  you  every  assist- 
ance towaids  this  disiovery,  aial  am  fieiitle- 
mcJi, 

'■  Your  very  hmnble  servant, 

'•  .1.  MoN  r.vi.CK. 
"  To  .lohn  Kollett  .V 
.las.  .lack^on,  .1.1'. 's, 
'rreiiassey." 
['{'his    Iclti  r    relates    to    the    wnck    and 
Iihinderini,''    "f    the    P'rench    schooner     Tri'i.s 
/■'/cK.v,    of    (iuadaloupe,    Pierre    IJartheleniy 
lilomu,  uiastir,  in  .\piil  1777.J 
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their  profitaltlo  Imsincss  with  the;  I.sland,  they  represented  the  dephirable 
Htiite  of  jirtiiirs  to  the  Ministry,  but  all  to  no  i)urpose.  Grievous  coin- 
p' \int.s  were  iimde,  especially  about  the  administration  ot"  justice — • 
Governor  after  Governor  represented  the  matter  to  the  Crowu,  but 
without  erteo.t. 

Rear- Admiral  Montamic!  remained  luitil  177H.  In  Julv  of  that  vear 
France  recognised  the  independence  of  tlie  United  States,  nnd  deelare(l 
war  against  Enifland.  This  step  had  been  in  contemplation  for  some 
time  ;  in  the  autun)n  of  1777  all  the  French  fleet  in  Newfoundland, 
both  men-of-war  and  merchantmen,  had  been  suddenly  ordered  to 
return  to  Fiance.  On  the  Guvirnor's  di-partiire  fiom  the  Colonv  at 
the  usual  time,  in  both  the  autumn  of  177()  and  1777,  he  had  left  two 
frigates  and  two  Mrmid  vessels  at  St.  John's  and  Plaeentia,  and  at  the 
earnest  re(iuest  of  the  mei'caants  in  1777  a  frigate  remained  on  the 
coast  up  to  the  25th  of  November  to  con- 
voy the  tlsh  vessels  to  the  Mediterranean. 

There  is  very  little  interesting  matter 
in  the  records  during  Governor  Edwards' 
tenure  of  ottice.^  He  was  a  very  careful 
and  attentive  administrator.  All  available 
means  were  used  to  strengthen  the  defences 
of  the  Colony  ;  nine  men-of-war,  between 
three  and  four  hundred  volunteers,  and 
about  four  hundred  and  fifty  regular 
troops  were  under  his  command ;  bat- 
teries were  established  at  Quidi  Vidi, 
Cuckold's  Cove,  Andierst  Tower,  Frede- 
rick's P)attery,  Chain  Rock  ]}attery,  Fort 
William,  Fort  Townshentl,  and  at  Petty 
Harboui-,  and  in  the  Torbay  and  Hay  Bidls  Roads  ;  a  ship  was 
moored  at  River  Head  to  defend  the  path  leading  into  the  town 
from  Bay  Bulls  ;  the  volunteers  when  under  arms  were  allowed 
rations,  pay,  and  each  half  a  i)int  of  rum  per  diem.  About  £.'),00() 
in  specie  to  pay  troops  and  volunteers,  and  eight  hundred  stand 
of  arms,    were    sent    on:    from    Enclaiid.       Edwards  acknowledoes    in 


ijii\  KitNvii!  iiuiiAini  i:ii\viin»s. 
From  (in  iiiiirnvhuj  nfter  Ihiiice. 


\i,^ 
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'   Uicliiiiil  Kdaards  must  not  be  Cdiit'iispd  cam?   IJeiir-Adniiiiil   of   tlie    liluo,    tiiul  soon 

with    till'    (iovonior    of    the    sa;ne    name    in  after  was  sent  to   tiie   Xewfoiintiiand  station  ; 

(leoifie    II. 's   reijrti.      lie   was    appointed    a  lie  resigned    this   post  in  April    17S2   on   the 

Commander  in  1717,  and  in  1777  wa.sC^iptain  change  of  administration.     l!d\vards  saw  very 

of  1I.M.8.  .S'(/M(/(rit7t    (90)   at    I'shant,  under  little  active  service;  he   died,  at  an  advanceil 

Admiral  Kepj)el,  where  his  ship  suffered  very  age,    in     1794.  —  (Cii.vunock's    Biot/iiijiliKi 

severely.     II(!  was  ii  witness  at  the  subseqnent  S'lwulis.) 
court-martial.     On  19th  March  1779,  lie  be- 
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fifmteful  tiTins  the  loyalty  of  the  Newfoundland  populatini ;  their 
active  exertions  to  defend  the  Colony,  their  cheerful  .submission  to 
military  rule  and  discipline,  and  their  valuahle  aid  in  perfectinf;' 
the  defences,  both  of  the  capital  and  the  outi)ortH.  Beyond  tampering 
with  the  guns  at  Renews,  there  is  not  a  single  cumplaint  of  disloyalty 
or  disatfection. 

All  through  17^0  St.  Jolin's  was  kept  in  a  state  of  vigilant  watch- 
fulness about  the  great  French  fleet,  with,  a  hundred  transports,  that 
had  sailed  from  Brest  on  May  2nd  ;  its  destiny,  however,  was  the 
United  States,  not  Newfoundland.  During  all  tlie  finst  Ameiican  con- 
test no  foreign  men-of-war — eitlior  French,  Spanish,  or  American — nuule 
any  .serioas  attack   on  the  Island.     Newfoundland  suffered  much  from 
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the  scarcity  and  dearnes,s  of  provisions,  which  had  all  to  be  imported 
iionx  luigland,  as  well  as  coal.  On  the  other  hand  she  enjoyed  all  the 
fishery — bank  and  shore — without  a  rival :  prices  were  good  and  the 
harvest  of  the  sea  abundant.  On  the  whole,  the  war  time  was  a 
prosperous  period  in  Newfoundland  his-tory. 

Tliei'e  were,  however,  many  American  pii\'ateers  hovering  aliont  the 
coast.  They  did  most  damage  to  the  planters  at  Fogo  and  Twillingate. 
In  August  ITiSO  Edwards  wiites  that  "already  he  has  cai)turt'd  five 
American  privateers,  but  they  are  in  force  on  the  coast."  With  the 
strong  naval  armament  then  cruising  about  Newfoundland  the}'  did 
not  venture  on  our  .shores,  except  in  the  early  spring,  when  they  might 
do  miseliief  to  the  northward,  or  late  in  the  autumn,  when  the  fleet  had 
sailed  for  England.     Beyond  destroying  a  few  fishing  boats  and  stages 
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tliey  did  not  do  much  sorious  injury  on  the  south  const.  Some  of  tiio 
miiall  outlying  SL'ttlonients  were  i)lunderod  l.y  skip2)oi-s  wlio  had  boeu 
traders  to  the  Island.  Thoy  boldly  sailed  their  vessels  ri^dit  into  the 
wliurves,  and  then  requisitioned  the  inhabitants  and  carried  off  all  tlie 
sailors  thoy  re<iuired.  Several  attempts  were  made  to  attack  Carbone.r 
and  Harbour  Grace,  but  they  were  snccessfnlly  defended  by  the  wi  ll- 
manned  batteries  on  the  islands.  They  .seldom  ventured  near  St.  John's  ; 
one  privateer— a  brig  of  twelve  guns— i.s  mentioned  in  a  letter  f.oni 
Renews,  but  she  did  not  dare  to  enter  the  harbour,  which  was  fortified 
with  six  guns. 

Many  of  their  .ships  were  captured.  A  silent  witne.ss  to  tlie  smart- 
ness of  the  Royal  Navy  in  these  days  lay  for  a  long  time  sunk  at  River 
Head— the  American  privateer  G^'nrr/r.  In  1781,  in  the  early  .sprincr 
H.^[.S.  Plnfo  was  lying  in  St.  John's  Harbour  dismantled ;  news  wa^' 
brought  in  by  a  fisherman  at  daybreak  that  two  American  privateers 
were  cruising  off  Bay  Bulls,  and  had  captured  several  fishin.^  vessels  • 
before  eight  o'clock  that  morning  the  Fluto  was  made  ready  for  sea' 
ami  before  sundown  she  returned  to  St.  John's  with  the  two  capturc.l 
Amei'icans.  One  of  these,  the  Gcori/f,  was  found  in  18S2,  when  the 
dock  was  being  built.  In  the  second  Americati  war  of  1812  there  were 
far  more  Yankee  vessels  captured  than  in  the  revolutionary  conflict. 

In  1780,  one  of  the  E.igli.sh  sipiadron,  H.:\IS.  AnHopr,  Captain 
Keppel,  R.X.,  cruising  on  the  banks,  fell  in  with  and  captured  the 
American  armed  packet  Mercury,  with  Mr.  Lawrence  on  board.  As 
the  vessels  approached  each  other  a  packet  was  thrown  by  Henry 
Laurence,  the  American  envoy  to  Europe,  from  the  American  vessel ; 
a  sailor  from  the  English  frigate  dived  overboard,  and  brought  up  the' 
package,  which  contained  the  secret  negotiations  then  being  carried 
on  by  the  Americans  with  France  and  Holland  ;  by  the  sma'i-tness  of 
this  plucky  tar,  England  was  put  in  possession  of  all  the  designs  of  her 
enemies. 

In  1781  the  memorable  capture  of  York  Town  and  the  .surrender 
of  Lord  Cornwallis  demonstrated,  even  to  the  obstinate  old  king,  that 
the  Americana  were  not  to  be  brought  back  to  their  allegianceT  next 
year  (1782)  preliminaries  of  peace  were  signed  between  England  and 
America,  although  the  United  States  had  solemnly  bound  themselves 
with  France  to  make  no  separate  treaty. 

During  the  American  war  England  had  been  gallantly  fighting  the 
throe  greatest  naval  powers  of  Eiu-upe  and  their  colonies,  as  well  ^h  her 
ou-n  rebellious  provinces.  The  B.itish  lion  was  a  little  torn  and  rac^ged 
after  these  desperate  encounters  with  French,  Spanish,  Dutch, '"^rnd 
American,s,  but  everywhere  he   had  held  his  own.     Incapable  generals 
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timid  adiniiMls,  and  divided  eounsellors  had  liliindtrcd  and  (|uarr(dl('d 
over  thoir  stupid  luistalios,  yut  England,  in  IT^:},  was  more  tliaii  a  match 
for  hi'r  four  aiita<f()niNts.  Frauoi',  Spain,  and  Mollauil  wtrc  utterly 
hcrr^rart'd  and  routt'd,  America  w;i.s  at  lier  wits'  end,  the  ohl  cotnitrv  was 
full  of  pluck  and  vi^'our,  the  national  spirit  was  aroused,  ships  and 
ref,MmentH  wero  heinf;  oti'erud  to  tlie  Oovernmeiit.  Oui*  old  (ioveriior 
Rodney's  crowniufr  victory  at  J)()nienica  showed  tlu!  world  what  Knylish 
sailors  could  do  when  properly  led. 

In  17>s;}  cauie  the  Treaty  of  Versailles,  in  which  tlie  Imperial 
Ciovernnient  had  once  more  an  op[)ortunity  of  settlin<f  her  North 
American  fisheries  on  a  pormanent  and  satiNfactory  hasis.  The  I'nited 
States — ahvays  the  spoiled  child  of  diplomacy — thou<;li  she  had 
sepfirated  from  Enffland,  claimed  a  ri<;ht  to  the  coast  fishery  in  the 
Eufflish  provinces.  Due  of  her  first  modest  demands  from  En;;land  was 
('anada—slu;  had  jtreviously  divided  Newfijundland  provisionally  with 
France.  However,  as  Mr.  Oswald,  the  first  English  diplomatist,  an 
En^dish  merchant  well  ac(puiinted  with  Aumrican  atl'airs,  would  not 
listen  to  any  of  these  proposals,  they  drop[)ed  Canada  after  their  lir.-st 
interview,  hut  they  actually  gained  the  right,  in  a  modified  form,  to  the 
coast  fishery  about  Newfoundland  and  the  maritime  provinces.  Jn 
brazen  efi'rontery  and  diplomatic  roguery  the  simple  Quaker  jx'inter, 
P>enjamin  Franklin,  taught  European  diplomatists  a  lesson  which  they 
have  never  forgotten.' 

With  respect  to  Newfoundland,  we  were" again  sacrificed  by  Mr.  Alleyne 
Fitzherbert,  afterwards  Lord  St.  Helen's.  Every  detail  of  this  important 
treaty  had  been  agreed  on  after  protracted  discussion,  only  the  ti.siierits 
remained.  The  French  claimed  the  exclusive  right  to  the  Newfoundland 
fishery  from  Cape  John  to  C.vpe  Ray.  Fitzherbert  told  them  the 
English  Ministry  dared  not  give  away  British  territoiy  on  the  Island, 
and  he  could  put  no  such  terms  in  the  treaty.  There  was  a  deadhick  ; 
the  French  w»mld  not  give  way,  both  naticms  were  anxious  for  peace. 
The  diplomatists  wanted  to  .show  their  ability  by  finding  .some  way  out 
of  the  difficulty.  At  last,  says  Fitzherbert,  "  I  ventured  to  jiropose  as 
"  a  mezzo-termine  (taking  care,  however,  to  add  that  the  propo.sition 
"  cau\e  from  myself)  that  the  exclusive  right  should  not  be  mentioned 
"  in  the  treaty,  but  that  we  should  promise  viinistendinent  to  socuie 
"  it  to  the  French  fishermen  by  means  of  pi'opcr  instructions  to  tiiat 
"  effect  to  the  government  of  Newfoundland."  To  this  the  Count  ilo 
Vergennes  assented.     The  whole  transaction  was  dishonest ;  theie  was 

'  Head  Weddcrburu's  nttaok  ou  Franklin  about  the  stolun  Whatelcy  correspoiideuoe. 
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tt»  1)0  a  slmin  ti'oafcy,  sI^'iumI  ami  set  Itcfoiv  tin'  Kii^jlish  Houso  (tf 
CoimiiDiiH ;  the  ival  treaty  was  to  (icpt'inl  on  tlu>  word  nf  the  iiiiniHtor, 
1111(1  afterwards  on  the  duclanition  ol'  the  kin^'.     The  tri'iihj  says  : — 

"  Arti<li'  IV. — That  His  Majesty  thr  Kiii^;  of  Gieut  Britain  is  niaiiitaiiii'd  in  his 
v\^\\[  U\  tliu  iMlniiil  of  N('wf()mi(llaii(l  ami  I"  llii'  adjaci'iit  Islands,  as  the  whole  wcro 
assiiri'il  to  liini  liy  tin-  llJtli  articii' of  tlir 'I'lcatv  of  Uticcht,  i'\cf|it  the  Islaiuls  of 
St.  I'ierre  and  Mii|ni'lon,  wliicli  arc  crdcd  in  full  riglit  liy  the  [(resent  Treaty  to 
Ilis  Most  ('hristian  Majesty. 

"Ai'liele  V. — That  tlie  Kinyof  i''ranee,  in  order  lo  ]irevi'nt  tlie  ijnarrels  which 
have  liiMierto  arisen  hctwccn  the  two  nation.s  of  England  and  l'"ranee,  conwents  to 
I'cnouncc  the  rij^ht  of  fishinj^  which  helonjis  to  him  in  virine  of  the  aforesaid  artidu 

of     the    'I'rcaty     of    Utrecht     from    (Jape 

liiinavista    to    Cajje    John 

And  His  Majesty  the  Kie^  of  (Jreat 
JJiilain  consents  on  his  part  that  in 
the  lishery  as.-i^MU'd  to  the  snhjccts  of 
His  Most,  Cl.ristian  ^lajesty,  licf^inning 
lit  the  sniil  Cape  John,  passinj^  to  the 
north  anil  docendin^  by  the  West  Coast 
of  Newfoundland  to  C'ape  Hay,  tlie 
French  fisliernien  shall  enjoy  the  fishery 
as  they  had  the  i-iulit  to  enjcy  tlnit 
whicli  was  assigned  to  them  by  thi' Treaty 
of  riiecht." 

The  'Vr/r//v//;„,/    ;5r.l    Sept.  IT-S-'J 
states  : — 

"The  King  liaving  entirely  agreed 
with  tlie  Ffcncli  King  ii]ion  the  articles 
of  the  deliidte  treaty,  will  seek  every 
means  which  shall  not  only  insure  the 
execution  tliereoi",  wiili  his  accnstonied 
good  faith  ami  punctuality;  hut  will 
besides  give,  on  his  part,  nil  possible 
oHicacy  to  the  ,  princijjles  which  .shall 
pr.'Veiit  (V.-'ii  the  least  foundation  of  dispute  for  the  future. 

"  To  this  end,  and  in  ordci'  hat  the  fishernwu  of  tiie  two  nations  may  not  gi\o 
caiiso  for  daily  ((uarrels,  His  lh'itanni(*  Majesty  uili  take  tlie  most  positive 
nu'asiires  for  preventing  his  siibjecis  from  inteilcring  in  any  manner  hij  llrir 
riiiiipi  liliiiii ,  v/\th  tin'  fishery  of  the  French  during  the  icm ii'tni ri/  exercise  of  it, 
which  is  granted  to  tliem  upon  the  Coasts  of  Xewl'oundland ;  and  he  will  for  tliis 
pur|iose  cause  //(('_,'i,iTi/  ^cUli'irfiiln  which  xhall  h- fnrmril  Ih'n  In  li>'  nnidVid.  Jlis 
Uritannic  Majesty  will  give  orders  that  the  French  lishermeii  l)e  not  incommoded 
in  cutting  the  wood  neix'ssary  for  the  repairs  of  their  xallolds,  huts  and  lishing 
\essels." 

It  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  English  envoy  virtually  proiiiisi'd  to  yivo 
France  exclusive  riifhts  Troin  Ctipe  John  to  Cape  Kay,  but  the  Ministry 
dare  not  put  it  in  the  Treaty — the  cla  ises  nliout  NewfouiuUand  were 
most  unpopular.  Fox  and  Burke  tore  away  e\eiy  vestioe  uf  ere<lit  from 
the  Peace  of  Versailles,  ami  the  Ministry  wete  turneil  out.  This  is  the 
secret  of  the  dubious  character  of  the  declaration ;  nowhere  does  it 
/    p.  2729.  Z 
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iiu'iitii)n  cxclusivo  riiflits,  iititlicr  in  tlic  |>roclrtiiintirin  iHsueil  l>y  tlie 
<!uv.-rn()rH,  ukjV  in  the  Act  '2H  (jL'()r<j;i;  111.  e.  xxv.  ;  Lord  riiliiu'r.stoii 
iMi;,'lit  W(.'ll  say  :  — 

"  III  no  similar  iiiBtriiriHiit  which  lias  ever-  conic  under  the  notice  of  tho  liritish 
Ouvci'ninciit,  is  so  iinporinnt  a  coiiccsHioii  as  an  exclusive  iirivilcge  of  thin 
description,  annoiirced  in  tcrnis  fo  loose  and  indefinite. 

"  Exclusive  rights  are  privile^res  which  from  the  very  nature  of  thinjjs,  are 
liioly  to  lie  ill  jurioiis  lo  piiriies  who  iirc  therehy  dclniricd  I'roiii  .sonic  excrcisi  of 
iiidiisiry  ill  which  they  would  otherwise  eni^iiLre.  Siicli  rijjhts  are  therefore  certain 
to  lie  at  some  time  or  oihcir  di-^piiled,  if  there  is  niiy  iiiaintainalile  ground  for 
contesiini;  them  ;  iind  for  these  reasons  whni  ncLrol  iiit  ions  Inive  inti'udcd  to  i»r.inti 
t'xclusive  rights,  it,  lias  hecn  their  inviiriahli'  piiictiec  to  convey  such  I'ights  in 
direct,  iinr|Ualified,  imd  ciunpreheiiHive  terms,  so  as  to  prevent  thu  possihility  of 
future  dispute  or  douht. 

'■  In  tho  present  CMS '.  however,  -.uili  fi  inns  of  (  x|)i'e>Hioii  are  cntiri'ly  wimtintj, 
and  the  claim  put  forward  on  the  |iiirl.  ui  I'l  u.'.'.'e,  is  fnunded  sinijily  iip(jii  infereiici! 
and  upon  an  assiiiiied  interpreiation  of  words." 

This  is  a  vei-y  aMy  written  despatch.  It  apjiears  to  me,  however, 
after  havino-  earerully  read  tlie  iinuieiise  rorresjiondence  on  the 
.suliject,  tliat,  notwithstandiiiy  all  the  liair-s|ilittin;,'  ]ettei'.s,  the  French 
ar<,ntinent  th.it  thty  have  a  ])rior  claiiii  to  tlie  tishin^'  on  the  Tivaty 
Shore  liad  great  force,  nnd  it"  thi-y  had  lieen  ahle  to  occupy  every 
inch  of  the  gr<imid  with  tlieir  tishinj;  operations,  from  C'aiie  Jolin  to 
C'ai)e  Kay,  they  eoiild  maintain  tlieir  ]iosition  ;  hut,  uid'ortunately  for 
tlieni,  tIa'V  never  could  do  so,  and  tlie  inexoralile  Joo'ic  of  events — tlio 
failinfj  shore  tisliei-y  and  the  ]ieiiiianent  setth-nient  of  .'O  many  British 
suhjects  on  the  fhoic  (which  was  ojioinally  ciiconriK/i'd  by  the  French), 
and  the  settlers'  pt'i'sistence  in  tishino-  -  has,  at  present,  reduced  the  Fivnch 
treaty  riL,dits  to  mei'c  harieii  privile<fes.  Tlwy  can  have  no  pei-manent 
luiildinos  of  any  kind,  they  cannot  reiiiiiin  heliind  to  look  after  their 
propertj',  and  the  codfish — their  chief  end  and  aim  hns  forsaken  tho 
eoast,  exce]tt  in  the  eaily  sprinp',  when  the  western  slioiv  men  snatch  a 
voyage  before  the  French  arrive,  and  in  the  autumn  take  another  good 
trip  or  two  after  they  have  left.  The  assertion  of  French  right  ha.s,  in 
our  days,  hecoiiie  a  mere  dog-in-the-manger  polic\'.  Add  to  this  the  fact 
that  they  liave  virtually  abandoned  the  treaty  .shori'.  and  that  about  a 
dozen  old  brigs  and  two  hundii'cl  French  fislRin.ien  vow  i-epresent  tho 
whole  commerciid   status  of  France  on    this   niu. 'i  di.sputed    territoiy.^ 


/  St.  .luliciis 
'  Tlio   cxiict  fiy^mcs  I  I'ort  lui  ("heix 
fur  lt<S8  iiml   1^8'.l  ure  I  He  St.  .leiiii 
tlie     fdllowilijf.        Silici'  '  (';!])  l!<ill;.'C 
tlu'ii    tliev    liiive    much  ]  liC  ('rue   - 
decreased    -         -        -  '  He  Iteii^re 
i.  West  Ciiiist 
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Wliilrtt  tlu'  Fit'iu'li  Iiavf  iliiiiiiiislifil,  the  Ki);,'lisli  |M)|tulatiuii  hns  iiicrciiscil, 
and  MOW  iniiiil)(;!s  ()\vv  llii ift'rii  lliiiii uti ml  fifriiiiiiiiiil  srlllrrn. 

'I'll!'  wlidlc  Kifiich  ca^c  at  the  pri'sciit  day  ioIn  om  the  declaratioTi  of 
Gcorj^c  III,,  u  secret,  IVaiiduleiit  iHoceeclin^' ;  ruieju^ii  di|i|(aiiati.st.s  would 
at  oiiee  ha\e  t'oiiiid  a  way  out  of  such  a  |ifoiiiise  Kii^Iaml  ilid  not  <lo  so 
'I'lit*  stron;,'est  a^suraiu'e  tlie  Kiiiperor  Nieliola.s  ciadd  ^dve  was  "on  tlio 
lioiioui"  of  an  Kuiilisli  n'entleni.-ui."  Wliatexcr  one  niiiy  tliink,  tlieivforc, 
either  til"  tlie  h'galitv  <a'  of  the  morality  of  tlie  Koyal  deolaiatinn,  it  was 
tdearlv  liindin<;  on  the;  En 'lisli  (ioveinnient  until  alnoirateil  liv  war;  tliu 
oi'ij^dnal  Treaty  of  lUredit  had  a  (dejir  nieanin;,'  it  ;;a\e  tlie  l-'t'eneli  a 
(■(HK-ii I'lU'iil  fishery,  reeuhited  and  controHed  t'.rrhisinli/  liy  I'lniflisli 
autlM)rities  ;  our  iiistory  sliows  that  this  was  tlie  uniCorni  system  on 
whirh  it  was  eanied  on  u]i  to  17SM.  It  is  a)i  elementary  I'ulc  of 
international  law  that  tlie  soverei^'n  ])ower  alone  exoreises  authority 
within  its  own  territory.  Whalevei-  ri;,dits  Krance  may  have  on  the 
Newfianidland  ti'iaty  shore,  they  must  Ke  canicMl  out  under  ICnylisli 
supervision  and  cnntrul;  neitlier  France  nor  any  other  foi'ei;^'!!  power 
Ciin  exeirisi-  coercive  jurisdiction  on  Kn^'lisli  territoi-y.  It  will  iippejii' 
straiie-e  to  many  Kn,L;lisli  readers,  liut  it  is  iie\-eitlieless  true,  that  l"]n;,dand 
lias  never  maiiitiiined  this  ])iiiieiple  until  the  last  i'fW  yeai's.  Lord 
Salisliary  was  tiie  first  Kn;j,li^h  minister  to  put  his  I'd  »t  down  firmly  and 
declare  tli;it  no  French  otlif(  r  would  lie  permitteil  ti  seize  En^^dish  boats, 
cut  Eiie'lish  nets,  la- to  drive  l'ai',^lish  tisliernieii  out  of  their  own  liarlioiirs.^ 


AVe  have  seen  in  the  forc'ioi.c'  i)a!jes  some  of  the  outrageous  iiro- 
ceedines  of  the  courts  of  justice  in  their  criminal  j proceedings,  mainly 
dii'octed  against  jioor  Irish  Homan  Catholics;  sulweiiixcntly  these 
absurd  triVtiinals  went  further  and  filled  up  the  measure  of  their 
inii|uity.  A  more  incon;4'ruous  caricatuiv  of  law  and  justice  can 
hardly  be  imajiined  than  the  so-called  ( 'ourt  of  Over  and  'rerminer. 
The  chief  justice  at  one  time  was  the  Cliiircii  of  l{iiyland  minister, 
the  Rev.  Eilward  Laneiiiaii ;  at  another  time  the  ordnance  storekeejier. 
White  (later  on  the  naval  otlicer.  sworn  broker,  s  de  r.otai'y  public  and 
sole  auctioneer).  The  most  crmd  procee(liii(.is  were  under  his  tenure  of 
the  cliief  jiisticeshi}).  Jn  ITSo  he  had  grown  .so  arrooant  that  he 
refu.sed  to  ."-erve  as  a  ju.stice  unless  he  was  made  keeper  of  the  llolls;  on 
the  tith  of  October  of  that  year  Governor  Campbell  thereha-e  struck  his 
name  off  the  Coiiimii^sion  of  the    Peace.     Tlu'   two  cases  I   am  abrait  to 


'  Till' Hiiiisr  (if  Ccnnnioiis,  in  ()(tol)i'r  18!1.T,  thciii  fioiii  si'lliiij;   lu-niiifr  exoopt   to   Frciicli 

was    iiaicli  uiiiuscd  ;il    a  iidticc  ;;ivcii    \i\    tin-  vcsm'Is,     and,    it    I'lil'   \vs    as  a    C(piisei|iuMi(;f, 

('(ininiaiiiln- of    II. .M.S. /'(•/«•(//(  to  ilu-  I'.nf;!i,-li  at    tin-   \n\ri>  tliu   l-'iviicli   iliosi'    to   ij^'nv   fur 

iiihubitaiits   of   St.  Gforgu's   Bav,   probibitinjj  tUciu. 
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refer  to  are  set  forth  fully  in  the  piirliamentary  report  on  the  courts  of 
jiistici-    in  NewfouniUand.    and     also    in     the   niiuiuscrijit  history     if 
T)r.  Garilner  of  Boston..  U.S.'     In  the  summer  of  17S4  a  French  brig 
was  lost  at  Greenspcul. 
Dr.  Gai-dner  sa^s  : — 

"  Finding  that  the  Ti'.ssfl  must  bo  lost  altogether,  some  of  the  Tlantors  at 
Grecnspond  made  frci>  with  sumo  of  the  propi-rty  on  hoard  which  occasioni'd  the 
French  Captain  to  go  to  St.  John's  und  complain  to  the  jndgc  of  the  Vice-Admiralty 
Court,  who  immediately  issued  out  a  summons  against  sixteen  of  the  ]>rii;cipal 
])lanters.  who  he  protends  had  plundered  his  shiji,  and  in  the  height  of  the  fishing 
season  they  were  sent  prisoners  to  St.  John's  to  be  tried  for  their  lives  i  nd  for  that 
]iui'pose  detained  there  in  custody  until  October;  at  the  sap"i'  time,  previous  to  tho 
ti'ial,  theii'  effects  were  attached;  thi>  ccinsecjuenco  was  that  upwards  of£15i*0  is 
said  to  have  been  lost  by  this  unlawful  act. 

"The  men  were  all  ac((aitted  except  one  who,  being  found  sxuihy  of  having 
endeavoured  to  secrete  some  goods  fi'om  on  board  the  wi'eck,  was  comlenuu'd  to  die, 
but  so  shocking  was  this  decive  for  a  fault  or  crime  which  in  this  country  rAmericiij 
would  be  deeuuMl  petit  larceny  that  the  French  CajJtain  and  tlie  prosecutois 
petitioni'd  the  Govi'ruor  to  paidon  him,  who  humanely  (•omi)lied  with  the  reipiest. 
The  ))oor  man,  by  name  George  Clarke,  was  so  shocked  at  tho  treatnu'iit  he 
sustained  together  with  tho  loss  of  his  pre  .pert}' which  was  all  sold  by  order  of  tho 
Judge  of  the  \'ice-Admiralty  Court  (and  the  amount  is  now  in  his  hands),  that  he 
came  to  England  and  soon  dit'd  of  gi-ief. 

"It  is  melancholy  to  relate  that  some  of  these  po(U'  nu'u  were  tried  for  their 
livo  merely  for  having  a  dozen  spike  luiils  found  ui)on  them,  which  they  delivered 
up  to  the  first  ]iersou  who  appi^ir.Ml  to  receive  thun.  Th;'  cruelty  of  those 
])roceeiliniis  needs  no  eominent.  Had  a  Court  been  instituted  directly,  and  a 
pei'-on  aC(|Uaiutcd  with  the  laws  ajipointed  to  try  them  on  the  spot,  thi'  injured 
would  have  been  i-edressei?.  ;uid  the  guilty,  if  any,  punished,  and  these  industrious 
ui''n  by  lieing  employed  in  the  fishery  during  the  season  enabled  to  make  go,)d 
their  iiayments  to  their  employers,  or  biiil  might  have  been  taken  for  their  ai)])ear- 
ance  aft'^r  the  fishing  season  was  over.  But  that  would  not  have  suited  the  purpose 
of  the  Aiiuiiralty  Court  at  St.  .lohu's,  the  fees  uf  which  are  most  enormous.     .     .    ."'- 

'riu>  followinc;  .statement  i.s  taken  from  the  sworn  evidenee  of 
Rielianl  Routh,  Collector  of  the  Customs — afterwards  appointed  Chief 
.Itistiee  1»y  the  British  Gdverniuent  : — 

"  For  t  lie  sole  purpose  of  fees  the  Miigistrates  licensed  1^8  Public  Houses  in 
St.  .loInTs  alone  at  t.i  guineas  t  arh  ;  oiu'-half  of  this  went  to  the  three  Justices, 
the  other  half  lo  the  Public  funds. 


'   Dr.  (iiuihu'v  was  !.  li'!iiliiij>  i)liv>lriiui  in       he  died  at  a  very   ndvani'id  ajre.     He  was  a 


lliii 


!'!!( 


Iiosten.  the  first  lo  iiUredin'e  vai'iMiiatieli  uito 
New  Klifrliilid  :  liesides  ills  praetiie  he  cailied 
CTi  a  hw'^r  whelesale  dvw^  liiisiiios.  siiiiiilyiiiir 
all  the  I';a>teni  States  with  his  uudieini".  ;  liy 
tins  nie!Ui>.  wliicii  was  a  ;:rfit  iiiuevatieii  on 
i'»tal)li-^lii'd  luai'liees,  111'  made  a  liuue  fortune, 
wall  which  he  tiiuiuled  the  town  of  "  (iiinliier," 
ill  .Maine;  he  was  an  anient  l>(i\ali>t,  and 
wiun  the  Hriti>li  troops  left  Hiwlon  he  followiMl 
theui.and  eanie  ilow  ii  to  Xiwfoandland  ;  after 
the  lu'Volutiou   he   returned  to  lioslon,  wliere 


niau  distinjruislied  for  hifrli  eharaeter.  for  activi 
iienevolenee.and  stern  unliendinir  loyalty.  Ills 
history  is  in  nuuMisi'ri|it  (M.M.  MS.  I.'i4y.i), 
J  regret  I  havi'  luily  space  to  make  a  few 
extnicts  from  it. 

'■'  This  story  is  not  a  bit  exaggerated. 
The  case  is  rei>ortecl  shortly  in  the  Heciuds, 
L'.S  Cot.  1784. — The  trench  l)rip  was  called 
/.'.I (■////(',  the  master's  name  Y.  le  Pomelle, 
liouis  (jouillou  was  second  muster,  and 
Friuis.  Uouilloii,  surgeon. 
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There    were    oihor    means   of  inc-.va.iug    thoir  incomes   bv    finos   th^   mo^t 
opproa^ue.     ■     •  .     A  poor  inoflensi-   tayW  rForeham]  hid  for  sever.l   (lav. 

[m    he  summer  of  1783]  been  iuto>-:.H:ed  and  was  by  that  means   rende Ted    Lane 
in    this   s>u.at.on  he  affronted  h.   neighI,our,    a    ^idow    woman,  witl      m    -op u". 

retidles    i  '''!"'      I''""   '^'"'''''^'''-     'l''"'    tavlor  wan    sumn.one.l  but 

rega, uless  of  every  event  ,  .n  his  insane  eond:tion]  he  did  not  appear      He  wis  fined 

tTZt!':''''^r '''''''-' ^"^^'^^--'^^-^^^  '^'^  P-P-'ty  ^^^r^ 

The  tlu-ee  magistrates  divided  the  fines;  tliis  would  not  be  a  bad 
«lny  s  ^VH)^•k.  Routh  says  there  was  not  a  single  instance  of  a  poor  man 
recovernig  ngain.t  a  n.erchant  before  these  justices  except  one  A 
judgment  was  given  against  a  man  named  O'Drisooll.  of  Bay  Bulls  in 
the  .natter  of  Brook's  estate  ;  as  lie  was  passing  along  the  strJet,  down- 
hearted about  luscase,  which  spelle.1  ru  n  for  him,  a  friend  pointed  out 
Pnnce  Wilham  Henry  (afterwards  William  IV^.);  "get  him  to  plead 
your  case  agen.  'said  the  Irish  friend,  "  an<l  be.lad  y..u  will  win  before 
ouldjudg^e  ;soODnscoll  accosted  the  Prince,  told  him  his  n.iserabl. 
«tory  and  the  Prince,  a  jolly  good-natured  sai,or,  went  off  with  him  hot 
foot  to  the  justice,  and  pleaded  his  cause  so  ably  that  judgment  was 
given  m  h,s  favour ;  the  first  case,  it  is  alleged,  old  Mr.  Gill  ever  gave 
jigamst  a  merchant.  *=" 


The   following   account   of  the   Newfoundland   courts   of  Luv  was 
written  m  iTSiby  Dr.  Gardner:— 

"The  present  rxorernment  of  Newfoundhuid  such  as  it  is,  is  in  the  Admiralfv 
they  send  ont  an  Admiral  annaally  for  the  ( iovernor,  who  re  ide    at  St    iZ'    th 
capital  of  the  Island  during  the  fishing  season,  which  generally  Ltstatt^ 
four   months^    H,s   Commission   authorizes  him  to  appoint   Courts   of  Oyer' and 
ermine.- and  Justices  of  tho  Peace  in  any  Harbour  in  the  Island;  there  a  e  lile 
v.se  Justice   Courts   appointed  by  hin-  to  be  held  at  St.  John's  once  eve^v  week 
Lthey  were  held  twice  a  week-on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays].     These  with  th7("o!„t 
of  Vice-Admiralty.  are  the  only  Court,  instituted  in  the  Island  ' 

of  the    '!wTr"'  ?"''^"^°*'  '^"  ;'''•"''•«">-•  "•»'»  the  (iovernor  seems  to  make  the  hea.l 
of   he  baw  Department   was  .  baged  to  leave  this  country  abont  thirty  ye    s    Z 
and  went  to  the  Bay  „f  ]-ul,s  .t  Newfoundland,  where  he   Jived  a      i  Clerk* ![ 
gentleman  concc-rned  in  .he  fishery.     After  some  tin.e  he  went  to  St.  .d  n'.   and 
kept  a  small  school  wh.ch   he  did  not  fiml  answer  his  e.xpectafV-  he  e fore 

became  a  retailer  of  spirituous  liquors.     However  he  n.ay^.e  founuo,...iVd  "r 
the  business  ot  a  gm  shop,  those  v.-ho  are  best  acqr.air^.4  with  h  m  d      nt 
one  voice  that  he  is  unworthy  of  ho.d.ng  the  posts  hL  n;w^i:;'l; ''"    ^•''"  ""'^ 

Itio  Judges  who  C()mj)ose   the  Court   of  Over  and  T,....-.in»..  o,.„  n 

.Tndge  of  the  Admiralty  whL  presides,  two  o    three  h    iL   one    r  two^M  ^i      ? 
".eu  not  the  least  acrp.ainted  with   la.v  or  the  f.  r-l  t      lUie  r  C 

duringthe  session  and  renewed  e.ry  year.    T^^^  We'no  'rifZlhZ;: 


'  Gardner  snys  the  mngistrate!.  were  well 
aware  of  Forehaia's  couditioii  of  aiiud.     H« 


'  u 


-vas  a  ,na.'  of  meims,  i,nd  therefore  a  t'ooa 
subjei'-.  to  l.e  mulcted.  ^ 


miw 


1 
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we  may  suppose  make  the  most  of  their  phicos.  The  expense  of  the  most  trifling 
cause  is  commonly  £20  and  the  poor  wretches  by  paying  it  feel  much  mi>cry  and 
distress.  The  sixpcr.-ons  ur^uall^  uu  the  Bench  on  those  oecnsions  with  the  !?herift' 
have  each  two  guineas  for  every  trial.  The  clerks,  gaolers,  and  constables'  fees 
make  up  the  rest  ;  so  that  rather  than  bj  at  so  heavy  an  expense  to  i)rosccnte,  tiie 
culprit  often  goes  without  p'Miishment." 

The  final  result,  of  all  this  cruelty  anil  injustice  avus  to  crciite  a 
terrible  feelin<i;  of  indly-iiation  amiinst  the  courts.  I  have  mentioned 
before  that  their  eons:itntion  was  illegal.  Governor  Edwards;  alter  Ins 
return  from  Xewfnun.llaiid,  was  sued  n^.  Exeter.  The  presidin^r  judge, 
unwilling;  to  have  his  Exctillency's  judi^niient  exposed  and  his  illegal 
proceedings  published  to  the  world,  suggested  a  coinprondse.     This  case 

n\ade  the  governors  more  cautious; 
they  never  took  put  again  in 
opi'U  court.  The  liiial  change 
eanie  about  in  rather  a  curious 
way. 

Admiral  ]Mark  ^lilbanke/  who 
entered  on  the  government  of 
Newfoundland  in  17>sn,Avas  advised 
by  his  admirable  secretary,  Aaron 
Graham,  to  create  a  c  nirt  of  common 
jiKms,  with  regular  judges,  instfud 
of  justices  of  the  peace.  It  was  a 
fortunate  mistake,  as  it  led  to  a 
mu'e  caivbd  investigation  and  in- 
spection of  our  judicial  svstem  bv 
the  House  of  Conniioi's.  Grievous 
comi)laints  were  mad*'  by  the 
merchants  ag.iinst  Sir  3Ii'  k"s  n"W 
tribunal.  I'^iually,  in  17!M,  tiie 
House  of  Commons  passed  an  Act— 81  G.'o.  HI.  c.  xxix. — creating 
a  c(  urt  designated  "  The  Court  of  Civil  .TuriMticiion  oi  "ir  Lord  tlie 
King  at  St.  John's,  in  tin-  Island  of  Newfoundland."     This  was  presided 


JOHN   UKKVi:.-'. 

From  (tn  engraritig  nftfi'  Drumninnd. 


'  ^t:\ik  MilliMiike,  flic  (liiid  son  of  Sir 
l{!il|ih  Mill)iinkr.  (.r  liiiliiidi\,  \  oik.-liire, 
flitoicci  till'  .\iiv\-  ill  1  7:l<!  !is  a  s(li()I;ir  iit  Ports- 
iiioiitli.  \\\i-r  scrviiiij  in  viirion-i  (-liips  m  iihoiit 
Miini:  niiicli  strvici',  lie  wio  sfiit  in  IT.'i!',  in 
the  (iiimiKfi/,  on  a  inissinn  to  ilii  I'jninTor  of 
ISloKKCO.  Ill'  silt  on  tilt'  K(|i|ii'l  comt- 
niaitial  :  wns  mmle  rtiu-iiilniiiiil  of  the  White 
in  177'.t.  Duiiii};  the  t'<illowin;r  Veins  he 
oi'ciisHiiiiilly  ucled  in  pliu'c  of  Ailiuiial 
j'shuUliiaui  as  L'oinnKiiuk'1-iii-s.'hief  iit  I'l^  nioutli. 


Ill  17S:2  he  h(  111  a  coiiniiiind  in  the  praiiil 
Hi  et  nnilir  Lord  Ilowe,  with  whom  i;..  "ook 
pint  in  the  ileinon^tralii'ii  in  tlie  Noifli  .-eii. 
the  relief  of  (iihraltiir.  and  the  iietionotT  t'lipe 
S|iartel.  I'loni  1 7S3  to  17>sri  he  was  jieit 
admiral  at  I'lymontli,  mid  17'.lO-l-2  (iovernor 
of  .\'i«  roiiiidland.  He  was  t'limiiiandei- 
iii-chief  at  I'm  tsmoiilh,  I7H9  to  )8e:f,  Inif 
had  no  aetivi'  eoitiniand  diirinjr  the  war.  lie 
tiled  in  ISO.). — (^SvKriUiN'b  Aul.  Dirt,  uf 
Jiiuiiidjilii/-) 


THE  SUrilEME  COUJIT. 
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over  by  Chief  Justice  Reeves/  and  was  only  to  continue  for  one  j'eai*; 
next  year  it  was  properly  set  forth  by  82  Geo.  III.  c.  xivi.,  as  "The 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  of  the  Ishmd  of  Newfoundland."  It  was 
also  only  for  one  year,  but  was  continued  annually  until  1809. 
John  Reeves,  again  made  Chief  Justice,  had  been  law  adviser  to  the 
Hoard  of  Trade ;  he  was  an  admirable  official — industrious,  painstaking, 
firm,  and  resolutely  impai  tial ;  the  whole  reformation  in  our  judicial 
8y.steiu  is  due  to  him,  Aaron  CJraham,-  and  Admiral  Mark  Milbanke.'' 

It  was  a  tex'ribly  up-hill  struggle  ;  the  West  Country  merchants  fought 
as  resolutely  against  the  courts  as  they  had  formerly  done  against  tlie 


'  Chief  Justice  Reeves,  to  whose  high 
qualities  1  have  eudeavoured  to  do  justice, 
shows  iu  one  of  his  judgmeuts  that,  even 
undev  his  ahle  iidmiuistration,  tlie  (luality  of 
mercy  was  notstraiued.  He  tried  some  tislier- 
nieu  tor  takiii},'  egfis  at  the  i'unii  Islands, 
which  was  forbidden  hy  I'roelaniation ;  it 
■was  proved  that  one  of  the  culprits,  Clarke, 
lived  at  Greenspoud  ;  he  was  iu  want  of  food 
for  his  family,  and  the  e<:<;s  were  taken  .'olely 
to  obtain  some  for  his  wife  and  children. 
Whilst  sentencing  the  other  prisoners  to  he 
puliliclii  whipped,  he  solemnly  ordered  that, 
out  of  regar<l  to  the-e  initiirating  circum- 
stances inClaike's  ca-<e,  he  was  only  to  he 
jiiicutchj  floggid.  We  do  iu)t  think  this 
unfortunate  victim  of  a  cruel  law  appreoiuled 
the  distinction. 

-  Aaron  Graham  liad  been  secretary  to 
the  two  former  governors  ;  to  his  advocacy 
we  are  largely  indebteil  tor  our  courts  of 
justice,  and  every  improvement  in  their  ad- 
ininistiation.  He  was  a  most  al)le  and 
enlightened  official,  and,  as  Coghlan  truly 
says,  was  the  virtual  governor  of  the  Colony. 
He  afterwards  tilled  tlie  important  position  of 
police  nuigistrate  iu  London. 

3  The  FOitM.vnoN  ov  the  Si;i'ue.me 

COLUT. 

Whitehall,  2'Jnd  March,  1794. 
Mv  i.ouns, 

1  am  to  inform  your  Lordshi])s  that  in 
the  sessicms  of  Parliament  of  17'.tl,  17'J:2  and 
l7U.t,  there  were  pa>sed  llie  annual  Acts  tor 
:-.stitutiiig  Ci'irts  of  Judicature  in  Newfound- 
land i.^iac.  31  Cieo.  ni.  caj).  xxix.,  Wi  CJeo.  III. 
c.  xlvi.  and  ;):J  (ieo.  III.  e.  Ixxvi.). 

1 'nder  the  first  of  these  Acts,  His  Majesty 
was  pleaded  by  ihe  autliiuity  thereby  vested 
in  him,  to  api>oint  Mr.  Keeves  Chief  .Judge 
of  the  said  islaud ;  and  the  Governor  of  tlie 
said  island,  in  conjunetion  with  Mr.  I{eeves, 
under  the  authority  ^ested  in  them  by  the 
said  Act,  apjioiuted  .Mr.  Aaron  (iiahani,  the 
Governor's  secretary,  and  -Mr.  D'Kwes  Coke, 
a  inagistiate  resident  in  the  said  island,  to  be 
iissessors  iii  the  suid  Court. 


]Mr.  IJeeves  accordingly  proceeded  to 
N'ewfoiiudland,  and  there,  with  the  assistance 
of  those  two  gentlemen,  discharged  the  duties 
of  his  office  and  returned  back  to  England. 

In  the  year  1 7'J2  His  Majesty  was  pleased 
by  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  him  by  the 
secDiid  of  the  said  Acts  to  appoint  Mr.  Reeves 
Chief  Justice,  and  that  gemlenian  did  accord- 
ingly a  second  time  proceed  to  Newfouudland, 
and  return  back  to  this  kingdom.  In  this 
second  Act  tiiere  was  no  direction  as  to 
ajipointing  any  assessors. 

Ill  the  last  session  of  Parliament,  His 
Majesty  was  in  like  mannT  again  authorized 
to  appoint  a  Chief  Justice  anil  he  was  pleased 
to  appoint  the  before  mentioned  D'Ewes  Coke 
to  be  Chief  .Tiistiee  in  tile  ct.iirt  established 
by  the  third  of  the  said  Acts.  For  the  trouble 
these  gentlemen  have  had  iu  discharging  t'"j 
duties  of  their  respective  offices,  I  ain  of 
opinion  they  should  be  paid  the  following 
sums,  viz. : — 

For  the   first  year,   Mr.    Reeves,   £.500, 
Mr.  Graham',  £200,  Mr.  Coke,  1:200. 

For  the  second  year,  Mr.  Reeves,  £500. 

For  the  third  year,  Mr.  Coke,  C300. 

Hy  the  first  of  the  before-mentioned  Acts 
of  Parliament,  the  tiovernor  and  the  Cliii-f 
Justice  are  authorized  to  settle  the  allowanci' 
to  be  made  to  the  assessors,  and  they  have 
recommeiideil  the  above  sums  as  leasonable 
coiiipeiiMifion.  Tiu'  (iovernoi  and  Chief 
Justice  have  also  authority  under  all  the  acts 
to  settle  what  shouhl  be  paid  to  the  cli'rks 
for  their  trouble,  and  it  has  been  agreed  hy 
tlu'iii  as  follows  :  — 

For  the  first  year,  to  the  first  clerk,  £  10, 
to  the  second  clerk,  t;2.5. 

F(U-  the  sei'ond  year  to  the  clerk,  .t40. 

For  the  third  year,  £-10. 
ll   has  bi'fii  found    since   the  first    year 
tl-  ■•  one    clerk    is   sutlieieiit    to    condnct    the 

In.siness 'I'lu'se   salaries  were   to 

he  allowed  in  lieu  of  all  fees  or  eiuoliiinents 
whutsoe\er. 

I  am,  At. 

Henuy  Dixijas. 
Lords  Commissioners 

of  the  Treasurv. 
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settler?  The  two  most  determined  antajjonists  were  Mr.  Peter  Ou<i;ier, 
a  Devoiisliire  merchant  in  Bay  Bulls,  and  Mr.  William  Nevvman  of 
Dartmouth.  Ah  a  sample  of  their  reasonahle  propo.sals,  I  will  ([uoto 
one  case  only.  Judgment  was  given  against  a  merchant  on  a  bill  of 
exchange  for  £12  for  a  servant's  wages;  the  defendant  would  not  pay, 
on  the  ground  that  the  bill  was  endorsed  by  a  marksman.  The  court, 
Iiolding  the  endorsement  good,  gave  judgment  accordingly,  and,  as  the 
merchant's  agent  would  not  pay,  execution  had  to  issue.  The  defendant 
consideied  himself  most  cruelly  ill-treated  beciuse  the  Privy  Council,  on 
his  urgent  appeal,  refused  to  send  home,  as  prisoners  to  England,  the 
judges,  the  sheriff,  and  all  officers  of  the  court  concerned  in  the  trans- 
action. Reeves,  by  his  Urnniess,  courtesy,  and  resolute  imjmrtiality, 
finally  triumphed  over  all  opposition  ;  it  wa.s,  however,  a  very  long  time 
before  things  quieted  down. 

The  records  of  the  first  cour,'*  in  the  beautiful  handwriting  of  the 
Chief  Justice,  are  still  preserved,  .'tsi  les  his  well-known  "  History  of 
Newfoundland"  we  have  his  voluin  "  's  evidence  given  before  tlie 
House  of  Commons  Commiltoe,  and  a  treatise  on  the  new  court. 
Reeves  was  succeeiled  in  1792  by  D'Ewes  Coke.  Ht^  had  settled 
in  Trinity  as  a  surgeon  ;  to  eke  out  his  small  income  as  a  doctoi*  he 
had  acted  as  a  scrivener,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  keeper  of  rolls. 
From  Trinity  he  migrated  to  St.  Jolin's,  became  chief  judge,  and, 
later  on,  assessor  with  Aaron  Gi-aham  in  the  first  court  of  1791. 
D'Ewes  Coke  continued  to  preside  in  the  Su])reme  Couit  as  Lord  Chief 
Justice  until  1797,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Richard  Routh,  Collector 
of  the  Customs— a  man  of  nonsiderable  ability,  and  firm,  determined 
character. 

The  Governors  required  the  Chief  Justices  to  reside  in  the  Colony. 
Routh  prayed  the  Governor  very  earnestly  that  this  rule  might  be 
rdaxed  on  his  behalf  for  one  season  (1800),  which  was  granted;  the 
vessel  on  her  passage  home  was  lost  with  all  hands.  His  widow  wius 
allowed  a  pension  for  several  years  a'terwards.  D'Ewes  Coke  had  only 
£:]{){)  a  year,  but  I  think  his  successors  had  £500.  During  IfSOl  no  Chief 
Justice  was  a[»}iointed,  but  in  1(S(>2  Jonathan  Ogden  was  made  Acting 
Chief  Justice.  He  had  been  Supreme  Surrogate  and  Deputy  Naval 
Officer  under  Richard  Hatt  Noble,  Naval  Officer,  who  was  allowed  to 
remain  in  England  and  execute  the  office  by  depuiy,  a  connnon  practice  in 
the  Georgian  era.  Jonathan  Ogden  had  been  sent  out  as  a  surgeon's  mute 
to  the  St.  John's  Hos|)ital  ;  he  .seems  onl}'  to  have  occunie'l  the  position 
for  a  .short  time,  and  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of  sound  judgment,  on 
whom  the  Governor  placed  great  reliance.  After  two  doctors  and  a 
collector,  the  next  Chief  Justice  wits  a  merchant,  Thomas  Trendett,  or 
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Trimlett  His  firm  liad  been  very  large  Newfonnflbuid  merchants  ;  tlioy 
eiiine  to  grief  throiigli  some  outside  speculation,  and,  in  accoi-dance  with 
the  custom  of  the  country,  he  received  a  Government  office.  There  never 
was  a  more  independent,  upright  judge  than  Tremletl  ;  his  decisioMs 
gave  great  offence  to  his  quondam  friends  in  the  trade.  They  made 
constant  complaii)ts  against  him  ;  finally  they  embodied  iheir  grievances 
in  a  long,  elaborate  petition  containing  three  specific  charges  of  injustice. 
The  Governor,  Admiral  Duckworth,  fuinished  the  old  chief  with  the 
complaints  against  him.     His  reply  was  unique.*     I  give  it  in  full : — 

"  To  the  first  charge  Your  Excellency  I  answer  that  it  is  a  lie,  to  the  second 

charge  I  say  that  it  is  a  d d  lie,  and  to  the  third  chai'ge  that  it  is  a  d d 

infernal  lie,  and  Your  Excellency  I  have  no  more  to  say.  Your  Excellency's 
obt.  Servant 

"  Thomas  Tkemleti." 

Tremlett  v/as  sustained  in  Ids  position  both  by  tbe  Governor  and  the 
authorities  in  England.-  It  was,  however,  considered  desirable  that  a 
man  of  moi'e  legal  knowledge,  of  more  popular  manners,  and  unconnected 
with  local  interests,  should  be  appointed.  His  Lordship  was  therefore 
transfei-red  to  Prince  Edward's  Island.  The  choice  next  fell  upon  an 
eccentric  Irish  gentleman  of  good  family,  Csvsar  Colclough,  who  was 
Chief  Justice  of  that  Island.     Tremlett  was  the  la.st  of  the  unlearned  ; 


'  Of  course,  besides  this  letter,  there  was 
a  formal  official  one  from  Tremlett. 

"  Despatch  op  Goveunou  Sir  J.  T.  Dt;cK- 

WOIITU  ON  THE  ChaUOES  AGAINST  ChIEF 

Justice  Tremlett. 

"  The  chief  justice  of  Newfoundland,  as 
far  as  my  intercourse  with  him  has  enabled 
me  to  judge,  is  a  person  who  will  uot  be 
influenced  in  the  disclinrjre  of  his  duty  by 
the  approbation  or  disapprobation  of  any 
man.  Of  bis  legal  knowledge  1  can  form  no 
opinion,  but  of  his  abilities  I  am  far  from 
thinking  poorly,  and  a  salary  of  seven  hundred 
pounds  a  year  is  not  likely  to  induce  a  more 
competent  person  to  accept  the  office.  He  is 
certainly  a  man  of  great  diligence  and  appli- 
cation, but  he  has  by  an  irritability  of  temper, 
and  a  certain  rudeness  of  manner  which  are 
natural  to  him,  and  by  separating  himself 
entirely  from  the  society  of  the  people  of  the 
town,  rendered  himself  in  the  last  degree 
unpopular ;  and  however  circumspect  his 
future  conduct  may  be  in  the  discharge  of  his 
public  duties,  he  will  never  be  approved  by 
them.  How  far,  in  the  cases  now  under 
discussion,  he  may  have  been  to  blame,  it  is 
extremely  difficult  for  me  to  know.  They 
occurred  chiefly  before  1  came  to  the  Govern- 
ment   and    there    is    scarcely    any    person 


capable  of  giving  information  relative  to  (hem 
who  is  not  influenced  in  some  measure  by  a 
ft  eliiig  of  party.  The  complainants  are  urgent 
for  a  public  examination  of  evidence  upon  the 
spot,  alleging  that  they  are  not  equal  to  a 
discussion  with  the  chief  justice  on  paper; 
that  his  representations  are  filled  with  false- 
hood, and  that  there  is  no  other  method  of 
proceeding  effectually  than  that  of  a  imblic 
enquiry  at  which  they  may  be  able  to  bring 
forward  their  witnesses  upon  oath.  Your 
lordship  will  perceive  from  my  correspondence 
with  the  compluiDants  that  they  reserve  to 
themselves  to  transmit  additional  statements. 
I  have  shown  to  them  the  defence  of  the 
chief  justice  which  is  enclosed  herewith,  and 
they  aver  mat  it  is  filled  with  misrepresenta- 
tion. If  your  lordihip  or  the  Lords  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  should  be  pleased  to 
require  from  me  more  minute  information  in 
this  matter,  I  beg  to  be  honoured  wiih  your 
commands,  but  it  is  my  duty  to  state  distinctly 
in  this  report  that  in  whatever  instances  his 
judgement  may  have  erred,  I  have  not  found 
in  any  part  of  the  chief  justice's  conduct  the 
most  remote  appearance  of  corruption,  nor 
when  I  have  called  upon  the  complainants, 
have  they  ventured  to  charge  him  with  it  in 
any  instance.  As  your  lordship  will  ptreeivo 
that  the  accompanying  statements  are  not  of 
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suljscrjueiitly  the  li-ad  of  the  Supremo  Coiut  was  a  barrister  of  not  less 
t'.ian  seven  yoai's'  stamliiig. 

Vice-Adniiral  Jijhu  (vainplx-ll  was  Governor  from  1782  to  17S.j; 
he  api)ears  to  liave  been  an  able  and  enlightened  luler.^  John  Jones, 
a  dissenting  preiieher,  who  founded  Congregationalism  in  the  Colony 
in  17H2,  giveH  a  pleasing  picture  of  his  Excellency,  "  as  beyond  all 
expression  gentle,  mild,  and   good-natured."      In  17'S4    he    issued    the 


a  nature  to  adiuit  of  my  souding  duplicates  to 
the  Lords  of  the  Coniiuittee  of  I'rivv  Council 
for  Trade,  I  take  the  liherty  of  reiiiiestini; 
tliat  tiiey  may  be  forwarded  wheu  your  lord- 
ship has  done  with  tliem. 

"  1  have  the  honour  to  he  very  respectfully 
"  Aly  Lord, 

"  Your  Lordship's 
"  Most  ohedient  Innnhie  servant, 

"  J.  'I".  Dl'ckwouth. 
"  To  the  Karl  of  Liverpool." 

UkI'OKT      nV      TUB       LO'IDS      OP      THE       CV)M- 
MITTKK     OK     CoLXUir,     FOIl    TllAlU;     AN!) 

FoiiKiiix  Plantations. 

Downinj;  Street,  I.'i  June,  1812. 

"  Referriiifj  to  pa|>ers  sent  on  28  C)etoI)er 
ISll  of  eom|)iaints  preferred  liy  tiii>  Mer- 
chants of  St.  .(ohn's  aijainst  the  Ciiief  Justice 
of  Newfoundland 

"  'I'lieir  Lordsliips  have  averted  in  the 
first  instance  to  the  charsre  made  against 
Joiin  Keeves  Em\.,  late  Chief  Justice  '  tliat  ho 
had  for  several  years  tofietiier  participated 
in  the  sahiry  of  tiie  Chief  Justice  after  he 
had  ceased  to  fill  that  situation      .     .     .     .' 

"  Their  Lordsliips  say  that  they  have  no 
reason  to  doubt  the  truth  of  Mr.  Reeves' 
declar.ition  that  he  has  never  received  any 
money  or  money's  worth  in  eonsiileiation  of 
the  otiice  of  Chief  .lustice  of  Newfunndlanil 
or  any  ofliee  place  or  thing  relating  to 
Newfoundland 

"  Alter  a  full  enquiry  and  deliberation  it 
does  not  a}ipear  that  any  act  of  wilful  in- 
justiet!  lias  been  sanctioned  by  (.Iliief  Justice 
Treuilett  nor  i>  there  any  well  attested  proof 
of  partia'ity  ov  oppression  or  of  any  iin- 
ueccuntable  delay  or  unwarrantable  decision. 

"  I'nder  these  circumstances  their  Lord- 
ships have  not  rtcomnieiided  His  Koyal 
Highness  to  dismiss  the  Chief  Justice  from 
the  high  and  important  situation  which  he 
fills  and  U.K. II.  is  therefiue  plea.se(l  to 
continue  to  confide  to  him  the  charge  of 
a  I'ninistering     justice     iu      the      Island     of 

Newfoundland 

"  Batiiukst. 

[In  a  separate  paper.] 
"  Their  Lordships  attribute  the  un- 
popularity of  the  Chief  Justice  not  to  any 
actual  misconduct  in  his  judicial  capacity  but 
in  some  degree  to  the  invidious  nature  of  the 
duties  which  he  is  called  upon  to  e.\eeute 
as    well    us    to    the    ungracious   manner    iu 


w  'h  they  may  he  occasionally  performed. 
Aiiuough  there  may  have  existed  no  ground 
for  seriouH  complaint  and  still  less  for  any 
charge  of  partiality  or  corruption  there  ciiii 
however  be  little  doubt  that  whilst  the  Chief 
Justice  is  continued  in  his  present  situatiou 
there  will  not  he  that  general  satisfaction 
and  confidence  which  ought  in  uU  cases  to 
accompany  the  admiiiistratioa  of  justice ; 
and  although  II.IML  will  on  no  account 
consent  to  the  dismissal  of  the  Chief  Justice 
or  to  any  act  which  m'i]ht  imply  the  least 
suspicion  of  his  integrity  or  even  any  dis- 
approbation of  his  past  conduct  ILU.H. 
would  nevertheless  be  desirous  that  some 
arrangement  should  be  made  by  which 
Mr.  Tremlett  might  be  employed  with  less 
embarrassment  and  inconvenience  to  himself 
and  with  greater  prospect  of  udvuutage  to 
the  public  service 

"  Should  an  opportunity  offer  of  placing 
Mr.  Tremlett  'n  a  judicial  situation  of  eipsal 
emolument  in  some  other  settlement  he  will 
not  object  to  transfer  his  services  from  that 
which  he  now  fills." 

Witnesses  to  be  sworn  against  the  Chief 
Justice — 

John  Ur.AM),  High 
Sheriff. 

Gi;i).    Liixv,    auc- 
tioneer. 

I'atic.       IJkazei.l, 
cooper. 

'  .John  Cain]ibell,  the  son  of  a  minister  of 
Kirkbean,  iu  KirUeudbrightshire,  was  born  in 
that  parish  about,  but  iirobably  before,  the 
year  1720.  At  an  early  age  he  was  boiuid 
apjirentice  to  the  master  of  a  coasting  vessel, 
and  is  said  to  have  entered  the  Navy  by 
ofFi  ring  himself  in  exchange  for  the  mate  of 
this  vessel,  who  had  been  pressed.  After 
serving  three  years  in  the  liliiilwim,  Torhdy, 
and  /iiissftl,  he  was,  in  1 740,  appointed  to 
the  ('iiiliiiii)ii,  and  sailed  iu  her  round  the 
world  with  Commodore  .\nson,  as  niid.sliip- 
man,  master's  mate,  and  master.  On  liis 
return  home  he  passed  the  examination  for 
liiuteuiint,  and  his  certificate,  dated  8th 
.LiMuary  171-1-5,  says  that  he  appears  to  be 
more  than  24  years  of  age.  Tiirougii  Anson's 
interest  he  was  very  shortly  afterwards 
made  a  lii'utenant,  then  commander,  anil 
was  advanced  to  post  rank  on  the  '2:ird  of 
November  174  7,  and  appointed  to  the 
Bdluiui  frigate,  which  he  commanded  with 
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foUoAvi/ity  order,  which   stands  in  plejusiiig  coutnust  to  tlio  proclaiHJitions 
ot'liis  [iredecessurs: — 

"Pursuant  to  tho  King's  instructions  to  mo  you  nro  to  allow  nil  persons 
iiihabitinj,'  this  Island  to  have  full  lib.'ity  of  conscience  and  the  free  exorcise  of  all 
such  modes  of  loligious  worship  as  are  not  pioliihired  l>y  law,  pi'ovidcd  they  be 
contented  with  a  (juiet  and  peaceable  enjoyment  of  the  same,  U(H  giring  ofi'ence  or 
Bcuudal  to  CiovernuAent. 

"  Jko.  Campbell." 

Under  tho  hejiign  sway  of  tlus  excellent  Governor  tho  tirsfc 
Roman  Catholic  chapel  was  built  in  this  year,  on  the  site  known  in 
St.  John's  as  the  "old  ehapel,"  then  calleil  *'  Parson  Langnian's  jjarden." 
Bishop  O'Donel  came  to  the  Colony  first  ;is  Prelect-Apo/^tolic,  with 
power  to  aihninister  contiiniation ;  on  tlie  5th  of  January  171)G  le  was 
appointed  Vicar  Apostolic  of  Newfoundland,  and  Bishop  of  Thyatira 
in  jxirtibus.  Bi.shop  (J'Donel's  name  is  one  of  tho  most  honoured  in 
this  Colony ;  his  ueeply  relio-jous  character,  his  polished  manners,  and 
his  inherent  gentleness  and  goodness  won  all  hearts.  He  had  to  over- 
come teriiblo  obstacles— the  prejudice  and  opposition  of  the  strait-laced 
old  admiral,  Milbanke,  aiid  the  rampanl,  Protestantism  oi  his  surrogate. 

Bishop  O'Donel's  career  deserves  every  attention  at  the  hands  (  f 
the  local  historian.  His  ai'rival  and  his  sojourn  in  the  Colony  are 
of  far  more  importance  to  lis  than  the  adsent  of  half-a-dozen  admiral- 
governors.  He  brought  peace,  ((uiet  and  good  order ;  instead  of 
sihnued  piiesfcs  there  was  an  authoriseil  ecclesiastical  organisation,  an 
oi)eu  administration  of  the  rites  vi  the  church.  The  fugitive  priests, 
by  iheir  example  and  teaching,  were  not  conducive  to  hai-niony.  In 
fulfilment  of  the  divine  injunctitni  to  render  to  Ca\sar  the  things  that 
are  Ca'sar's,  Dr.  O'Donel  taught  his  people  to  be  good  Chiistians  and 
good  citizens,     I  quote  Irom  Bishop  Howley  an  extract  from  the  body  of 
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801110  suct'oss  till  tile  pi^iice.  lie  aftevwiu'ds 
coinniiUKled  tiie  MfiiiKiid,  in  175.'),  tiie 
Prhit:c,  of  DO  ■;iins,  and  iu  17.'»7  the  7i>-.sr,r, 
of  Gt  !,nius,  and  vas  tlaj;  captain  to  Sir 
Kdward  llawke  in  17."'!)  in  tho  Jioi/al  G'vDri/i:, 
and  served  in  that  cajiaoity  iu  tlio  decisive 
tattle  of  (^uihevoii  Bay.yoih  Xoviauher  17o!). 
Campbell  was  sent  homo  with  tho  dosi'.atches, 
and  was  taken  by  Anson  to  bo  presontod  to 
the  king.  Aooordinj:  to  tho  rooeivod  story, 
Anson  told  Inni,  on  the  way,  tlnit  the  king 
woidd  knight  him  if  lio  wishod.  "  Troth,  my 
lord, '  answered  t'ampboll,  "  I  ken  nae  use 
that  will  bo  to  luo."  "lint,"  said  Anson, 
"  jour  ladv  may  liko  it."  "  Aweol,"  replied 
C'ampboll,  "  His  Majesty  may  knight  hor  if 
ho  pleases."  lie  was,  in  fact,  not  kuifiliteil. 
Ho  afterwards  eoinmanded  the  Domilsltirc, 
of  70  guns,  till  tho  i)oaco,  and  in  1770  he  was 
in  the  Royal  C/uirlottc,  in  which  he  reuiuined 


till  ])r()nu)ted  to  his  flag  in  1778,  In  the 
follo'ving  spring  ho  was  chosen  by  Admiral 
Koppol  as  first  captain  of  tho  Victni  i/,  and 
had  thus  an  imporlant  share  in  the  conduct 
of  the  fleet  in  the  indecisive  action  with  the 
l-'ronch  fleet  mider  D'Orvilliors,  on  the  27th  of 
July,  as  well  us  on  the  previous  days.  His 
loyulty  to  Koppol,  and  the  rancoin-  whicli  the 
subso(iuent  (Muuts-martial  excited,  ])revontod 
his  having  any  further  em|)l()ymenf  as  Ion""- 
as  Lord  San  Iwich  was  in  office,  though  he 
attaiiud,  in  course  of  seniority,  the  rank  of 
vice-admiral  iu  177'J,  In  Aptil  1782,  when 
bis  friend  Keppol  was  installed  as  First  Lord 
of  the  Adniiralty,  Campbell  was  apjiointed 
(lOvornor  of  Xewfoundland  and  comnuuuler- 
in-chief  on  that  station.  Ho  hold  this  (jftico 
f(U'  four  years,  and  ondod  his  service  in  178(i. 
Ut'  died  in  London  on  the  IGth  of  Deeeiuber 
17U0. 
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tlie   Diooeaan    Statutes   of    IHOl    for  tlie   guidance   of   priests    in    tlio 

Colony,  prepared  by  Bishop  O'Donel.     He  directed  : — 

"  That  public  ])rayerH  lie  offered  u])  every  Sunday  and  liolidny  (thnncli  hut  few 
of  thi'  liiticr  ran  lie  oltserved  in  ibis  Mission,  and  the  Sujiorior  will  htri'at'tiT,  l)y  iii 
private  iiol ice,  designate  8iich  a8  can  be  observed)  for  onr  Most  Sovereign  Kin t; 
(Jcorgo  Til.  and  bis  Hoyal  familj' ;  that  the  priests  should  use  every  rnean^'  to  tuiii 
a>ide  ihoir  flocks  from  the  vortex  of  modern  anarchy ;  that  they  should  inculciiic 
a  willing  obedience  to  the  falulary  laws  of  England,  and  to  the  commands  of  the 
(iovernor  and  magistrates  of  this  Island.  .  .  .  We  most  earnestly  entreat,  and 
by  all  the  spiritiuil  authority  wo  hold,  ordain  that  all  inissioners  oppose  with  all 
the  means  in  their  power  all  plotteis,  conspirators,  and  favorers  of  the  infidel 
French,  and  use  every  endeavour  to  withdraw  their  peoi)lo  from  the  ])lnusii)lc 
cajolery  of  French  deceit ;  for  the  aim  of  this  conspiiacy  is  to  dissolve  all  bonds, 
all  laws,  by  which  society  is  held  together,  and  more  especially  the  laws  of  England, 
which  are  to  be  preferred  to  those  of  any  other  country  in  Europe." 

The  jtatriotic  services  of  Bishop  O'Donel  at  the  particular  crisis  of 
the  French  Revolution,  when  rebellion  and  anarchy  were  rampant,  his 
especial  service  in  putting  an  end  to  the  conspiracy  amongst  the  soldiers 
and  United  Irishmen  to  murder  the  whole  |iO|)ulatioii  of  St.  John's,'  the 
dangers  he  voluntarily  encountered,  the  secret  influence  his  deep 
religious  feivour  exercised  over  these  poor  ignorant  dupes,  are  only 
known  to  the  Onniipotent.  Under  such  obligations,  can  we  wonder  that 
Protestant  vied  with  (^itholic  to  do  him  h'liionr,  and  to  show  their  love 
for  one  who,  with  Colonel  Skerret,  under  Providence  had  V)eeti  the 
saviour  of  their  lives  ?  ^ 

In  recognition  of  his  loyal  conduct  he  hail  a  pension  from  the  Crown 
of  £50  a  year;  it  was  only  obtained  after  much  petitioning  and  per- 
sistent application  by  th^  Governors,  especially  Waldegrave  ;  everyone 
nmst  agree  with  Bishop  Midlock,  that  he  was  very  poorly  rewarded.  A 
friendship  existed  not  only  amongst  the  Catholic  and  the  Prote.stant 
laity,  but  also  between  Father  Yoie  and  the  Church  of  England  minister. 
Parson  Dingle.  The  following  letter  shows,  however,  that  all  the 
priests  were  not  of  the  same  amicable  disposition  as  their  gentle  chief 
pastor  : — 

'•  Sin,  St.  Johns  19  Oct.  178.",. 

"  Mr.  WiLbiAM  S.\UNDE«s  having  represented  to  me  that  there  is  a  Komisli 
Priest  named  Landergan  at  Placentia  of  a  very  violent  and  turbulent  spirit,  who 


'  See  the  letter  on  thissubjcft  from  Chief 
Justice  Opden  to  Governor  Waldegrave,  in 
the  Appendix,  p.  418. 

'  In  a  petition  to  the  Kin;^  from  Hishop 
O'Donel,  prnyinj;  for  a  oontinimtion  of  his 
jiensiou  after  his  retirement  from  the  Island, 
lie  declares  "  that  his  own  loyalty  and  ser- 
vices have  been  acknowledged  and  fully 
approved  of  by  every  Governor  and  par- 
ticularly by  General  Skerret  who  found 
himself  under  great  embarrassraeut  in  J  709 


as  having  no  force  either  by  sea  or  land  to 
oppose  a  most  (hingerous  conspiracy  lornied 
against  all  the  people  of  property  in  the 
Island.  Petitioner  was  fortunate  enough  to 
bring  the  maddened  scum  of  the  ])eople  to  cool 
reflection  and  dispersed  the  dangerous  cloud 
that  was  ready  to  hurst  on  the  heads  of  the 
])rincipal  Inhabitants  of  this  Town  and  even 
of  the  whole  Isla'id  for  which  he  often 
received  the  thanks  of  the  very  deluded 
people  who  were  led  nito  this  dark  design  of 
robbery  and  assassination." 
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lins  given  preat  interruption  to  Mr.  Burk,  a  roprular  and  soljcf  man  of  ihoCatholick 
jMsrsaiwidu,  and  that  unless  the  tbriner  is  sent  out  of  tho  Country  tiie  pcaoo  of  thu 
|)hu!(;  is  in  imminent  (hiugor  of  l)L'ing  diijturl)fd — I  dosire  that  you  will  caujii'  tlu* 
Haid  LaiiiltTgnn  to  liu  jmt  aboard  tho  firat  vessel  that  may  sail  from  I'lacuntia  for 
Kiigland  or  Ireland. 

"  J.NO.    CaMI'DKLI.. 

"  Jl.il.  JuBtic-os  of  tho  Peare  at  riacentia." 

The  ti)lomtion  shown  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  had  ^ivat 
inHiiciict'  on  the  iiernianent  sotth'iiit'nt  of  the  Colony.  The  country  i)oys 
who  came  out  from  li'eland  were  full  of  the  earth  huiioer  which 
(listin^uisliffs  tlu-ir  race;  they  ciiei'ished  the  little  spots  of  land  they 
cleared  and  cultivated ;  the  V)est  fiirms  around  tlu!  capitd  are  the  work 
of    either    West  Countiymen    or    Irishmen ;    to    these   two    classes   of 

settlers  we  owe  the  good  cultivation 
and  picturesque  liomesteads  around 
St.  John's  and  Conception  Bay. 

It  is  imjiossible,  in  a  histoi-y 
of  this  character,  to  give  details 
aliout  the  various  aihiiinistrations 
of  the  twenty-three  governois 
who  ruled  the  Island  during  the 
long  reign  of  George  III.^  Two 
events,  however,  reijuire  more  than 
a  passing  notiee^the  arrival  of 
Prince  William  Henry  (afterwards 
William  IV.)  as  captain  of  H.M.S. 
Pegasus,  in  17iSG,  and  the  last  attack 
of  the  French,  in  1796. 

His  Royal  Highness,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  naval  rule  of  the  day, 
was  appointed  surrogate  liy  his 
commanding  officer.  Governor  Elliott. 
In  his  letters  to  the  Goveinor,  the  Prince  appear.s  as  an  attentive,  careful 
subordinate,  most  respectful  towards  his  superior  offiee?-.  '.I'-ronwe 
have  a  very  animated  and  lengthy  correspondence  between  his  yoimger 
brother,  the  Duke  of  Kent  (father  of  Her  Majesty i,  and  (Jovei-nor 
Waldej^rave,  who  steridy  refused  to  recognise  the  Duke's  authority,  as 
lieutenant-general  of  the  forces  in  Nova  Scotia,  over  the  military  in 
Newfoundland.     "  Your  Royal  Highness  has  no  more  control  over  mo 


VlilNCi:   WII.l.IAM. 

Fr'ini  fin  oigi-firhig  iifhr  IliiUnrn. 


'  The  niipointment  of  each  governor,  and       office,  will  be  found  in  orderly  sociuence  in 
the   principal    events   during   his  tenure  of      the  chronology  in  Chiipter  xxiii. 


300 


UKKIX  OK  GKOllGP:  HI. 


It 


than  yon  liiive  over  th;^  Emperor  of  China,"  said  the  Oovornor  of  New- 
Ibuiidland.  Tho  Diikc  was  pi^rht,  hut  still,  nil  thionuli  tlic  discussion, 
His  Uoyal  Hi^dinoss  is  most  ivsjH'ctt'id  in  his  hin;^nia^'('  to  our  haiij^hty 
ruler. 

Our  naval  Royal  Highncss^thc  Duke  of  Claniuco— was  not  a  model 
prince,  but  he  was  very  ^food  natuied,  aii<l  a  ffood  friend  to  the  Colony  ; 
he  ordere<l  the  building  of  the  l^iiglish  chureh  in  Placentia  (I7!S7), 
contributed  handsomely  to  its  erection,  and  finnislKvl  the  massive  com- 
munion service,  lon<,'  in  the  custo  ly  of  Dr.  Bradshaw's  ffimily  at 
1*1  icentia.  He  gave  a  comnnssion  to  ono  of  tho  Collins  family,  who 
afterwanls  became  a  lieutenant.^ 


i.  •7    7/      -   \A  n\             ll          r 

•;  \'     .n;.'vXit3^.--'^i,.-v.-ll      ^'f^^J^.^i^^   /'    ' 

^I^^^^HBjwx'^  - '.V^"        'i:tM^~           "  ^^^*f^ft^M  ^^^tB^^^^^By^^B^^^^^B^^^^^^^^^^^B 

[Wm^n^^mLit  ^^ 

■>i^-'.,           ■ : j>*  ■  ■■ '■•--                                                                  "<*'a^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H 

111 


II 


ri.AKKs  ()vi:i!   riiK  koad  at  (iron  rini. 
From  i(  jihutnyi'dph  by  ,S.  II,  Piirsoiis. 

On  the  20tli  of  July  178G  a  great  event  hn])peiied  in  Placentia;  on 
that  mcmorabla  day  His  Royal  Hijjhness  presided  as  surrogate  in  the 
noble  court  house  of  the  ancient  capital  ;  the  justices  showed  their 
respect  for  the  Protestant  succession  b^-  issuing  an  order,  "  That  no  more 
Catholics  should  he  buried  in  the  graveyard." 

Ono  of  his  judicial  decisions  is  given  in  the  Records: — 

"  A  riot,  liappeiiinc;  on  shore  at  t  o'clock,  the  Maj-istiiite  alteiidiritr  to  suppress 
it,  was  iiij^ultod.  The  Prince  came  011  shore  with  a  c'lard  of  marines,  arrosted  tho 
riro^leader,  called  a  Court,  and  sentenced  liiin  to  receive  100  lashes — he  was  only 
ahle  to  receive  80.  Nr.i-t  ihnj  inqnin-il  lulo  Ihv  feels  of  Ihf  msv  ;  (and  report  has  it 
that  they  had  whipped  the  wnunj  man)." 

'  The  storj-  pncs  that,  in  order  to  tost  tho  trcniondons  blow  with  a  stick.  Young  Collins, 
coiiri\<:u  of  the  lioys  to  be  si'lected  for  coinniis-  11  stolid,  stroiij;  fellow,  never  bndjred,  and  was 
sions,  the  Prince  made  n  feint  to  give  thim  a       iu'eordiiigly  chosen  for  His  Majesty's  service. 
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i\rimy  tilos  nvi-  told  of  liis  st;iy  in  NcwlDUinlliiiiil.  .Mr.  Wurii'ii, 
afttTwiinls  a  |tartricr  in  Stuact  and  lli'tuiit',  wrh  jjoinj,'  lioinc  undtT  tli<' 
llaki'.s  whicli  cdxcrrd  (lie  strt't'ts  in  thoKc  days;  lie  niirii'd  a  liinti-iii; 
snddcnlv  In;  lind  it  sci/.cd  I'loiii  liini  l(v  tlic^  Prince,  who  walked  before 
liiiii  until  tliey  aiiived  o|>|i(),site  to  wlieiv  liis  sliip  lay  nt  anelioi'. 
His  lloyal  Hi;;liness  wished  him  ;;o()d  ni<:;ht  ami  returned  the  lantei'n. 
A  liouteiuuit's  wife  got  her  hiisbanil's  company  i'(jr  him  hy  picHontin^i' 
n  NewFoundland  wild  {^oohc.  But  tlie  best  is  ahout  an  old  j,'entleinMn, 
■will)  had  known  th"  I'rincu  well  in  >«ewf(nmdland,  call'u;;'  at  KeuKiiiffton 
Palace.  His  Majesty  was  deli^ditetl  to  see  him,  p;ave  him  a  |,'liiss  of 
calalioj^ns,  ami  talked  pleasiuidy  over  a  pipe.  The  Newfoundlander 
considered  it  the  ri<,dit  thin<4'  to  ank  after  the  Queen's  hedth.  His 
]\Iaj('sty  said  Queen  Adelaide  was  f|uite  well,  and  woidd  have;  hud  much 
pleasure  in  .seeing  him,  hut  unfortumvtely  it  was  iv(i'<liii);/  ilni/. 

Many  other  anecdotes  are  current  in  the  Colony  ahont  our  Itoyal 
visitor.  One  told  liy  J>isho[)  Howley,  ahout  his  heiiiff  tired  at,  is, 
app.'irently,  a  pei'Ver.sion  of  the  well- 
kin>wn  story  of  Sir  .lolm  Ihirvey's 
son  l)ein<;-  sliot  hy  Mitchell,  the 
butcher,  for  robliin;;-  his  {garden  on 
Circular  Road,  and  I  cannot  believe 
his  iiccount  of  the  insults  to  i5i^ihop 
O'Donel. 


The  <;reat  and  ominous  events  of 
the  year  17<S() — the  outbreak  of  the 
French  Revohition,  followe(l  by  the 
murder  of  Louis  XVI.  and  IMarie 
Antoinette  in  17!>3 — aij-ain  brought 
on  war  between  England  ami  France. 
On  the  14th  of  May,  our  (jiovornor, 
Yice-Admiral  Kinrr,  took  possession 
of  St.  Pierre.'  Afar  more  memoraV)le 
event  even  than  the  arrival  of  His 
lloyal  Hi^-hness,  is   the  last  attack 

of  the  French  on  the  Colony,  under  Admiral  Richery  in  ITDG  :  the  story 
is  told  in   the  Colonial  Records,  but  is  more  graiihically  described  by 

'  An     account  of    tliis    cipttirp    -will    ho  his  father  was   master,  hut  was  soon   moved 

found  in  tlie   chapter  devoted  to  the  history  to  tlie   .Draijoii,  in    coniniaiid    of  liis    uncle, 

of    the    French    Newfoundland    Colonies    of  Curtis     Harnett,    whom    he    acconiiianied  to 

St.  Pierre  and  Mifjuelon.  the  Mediterrane.nn   and  the  East  Indies  ;  he 

Sir  1{.    Kinp,  born   in  17.10,  entered   the  becanu' a  licutLinant   in  I74r),  and  coinniaiuled 

service   in   1738  on  the   Berwick,  on  which  the  boats  at  the  caiiture  of  Calcuttu  in  1757. 


ADMFKAr.  SIK  K.    KIN(i,   IIAHT. 

Fi'om  an  i-iigmviiiy  iifUr  iSauniU-rs. 
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an  eye-witness,  quoted  by  the  Rev.  P.  Toc(|iie.  Mr.  Gcoi-ge  Hatchings, 
l^'i-and father  of  the  present  Mr.  George  A.  Hutcliings,  rendered  valuable 
service  to  the  Colony  l»y  reconnoitring  the  movements  of  the  invading 
fleet ;  ho  was  specially  distinguislied  by  the  Oovinnor  for  his  patriotic 
conduct. 

In  the  mute  testimony  of  the  Records  we  can  see  the  gallant  old 
Admiral,  Sir  Rich^ird  Wallace  superintending,  ruling,  and  managing 
everyliody,  tlu^  yoiuig  merchants  and  gentlemen  of  the  town  vying 
witli  each  other  who  should  get  guns  and  stores  first  up  the  long  steep 
hill  to  the  Block  House,  the  careful  watch  and  reports  of  the  various 
parties  sent  along  the  coast  from  Cape  Spear  to  Cape  Race.  No  country 
has  pi-odnced  more  gallant  soldiers  and  sailors  than  fair  Fiance; 
Citi/en  Richery  was  not  one  of  them  ;  with  his  big  fleet  he  never 
dared  to  come  in  contact  with  Wallace'  ami  his  hastily  improvised 
levies.     I  quote  the  Rev.  P.  Toctpie's  account  of  the  attack  : — 

"  179 1.  Estiiuiites  had  been  prepared  and  appi-ovcd  of  lor  repairing  mid 
iinproviiifj;  the  existing  defences,  and  jjlaiis  liad  nlsu  lieen  8ul)niitted  to  the  Boaid 
of  Oi'diiiiiice  for  fortifying  Signal  Hill,  which  having  met  the  a])prol)ati()ii  of  the 
IJ(  iioiirable  IJoai'd,  preparations  were  entered  into  for  that  ohjeet  i)roportionate  to 
tlu;  niugnitmU!  of  the  undertaking.  Early  this  snininei'.  Colonel  Skinner,  Com- 
manding Royal  Engineer,  received  a  letti  •■  of  ser\ice  directing  him  to  raise  a 
Regiment  of  Fen(il)le  lidantry,  to  l)e  ealled  the  Royal  Ncwfoniidhmd  EencibJes, 
of  wliicii  he  was  appointed  Colonel ;  and  having  the  apijointnient  of  his  otlicei's, 
selections  were  made  here  and  at  the  out-ports,  of  such  geMtlomen  as  were  likely, 
from  tiieir  loyalty,  responsibility  and  influence,  soon  to  raise  the  (piotas  of  men 
re(iuireil  for  their  respective  connnissions.  The  ri'crniting  service  commenced 
with  great  s])irit  about  the  latter  end  of  Sejitember.  at  the  close  of  the  fisliery,  and 
in  two  months  more  than  half  the  nnndjer  were  enlisted.  An  Adjutant,  late  a 
non-eommissioned  officer  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  a  Quartermaster,  and  Sergeant- 
major,  arrived  from  England. 

"  1795.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  Nova  Scotia  Regiment  was  chiefly  formed 
of  old  refugee  soldiers  from  the  American  Army,  many  of  whom  were  well 
disciplined  non-commissioned  officers,  and  were  of  great  service  in  di-illing  and 
forming  the  young  recruits  of  the  Royal  Kewfoundland  Regiment ;  and  it  was 


He  811W  sonic  sor\ici'on  die  home  station  in 
17(10,  ami  in  17(i2  went  with  Genenil  Driiper 
to  tilt;  Kast  Inihen  again,  took  ])art  in  the 
Miinihi  e\|)('(htion,  and  assisted  Captain 
I'liikrr  in  the  capliin'  of  a  rich  Spanisli 
galli'on,  his  poisonal  share  of  pi'ize  inom-y 
amnuntiMg  to  A!:Ui,(loii.  After  various  services 
he  was  apiin  in  tlie  East  Indies  in  1779  in 
tlie  Krilvr,  and  was  nia<le  an  establisliod 
commodore  and  second-in-command  to  bir 
K.  Huglies.  In  the  action  off  Sadras  in 
February  1782,  the  Kxiitr  i'eccive<l  the 
whole  lirnnt  of  the  French  attack,  King's 
Hag  captain  being  killed  by  his  side,  and  Ins 
ship  dismasted  ;  asked  wliat  was  to  be  <lone, 
lie  replied,  "  Nothing  but  to  fight  her  till  she 


sinks."  King  took  part  in  tbe  four  actions 
between  Hughes  and  SutTren,  and  the  Exelcr 
became  so  uiineaHorthy  that  slie  \\\is  con- 
dennied  at  tlie  Cape.  King  was  knighted  on 
his  return  to  Kngland,  and  became  rear- 
admiral  in  17H7  ;  he  was  made  a  baronet  in 
17'.)'J,  and  aftei  liis  return  from  Xewfoundlaiid 
was  elected  M.l'.  for  Hochestrr.  !Ie  became 
a  full  admiral  in  17'.)."),  a'.i  died  in  UiOO. — 
(Stki'hkn'h  Nut.  Diet,  ij  IVwij.) 

'  The  existing  memorial  of  Sir  James 
Wallace  is  the  pointed  rock  often  culled 
Crow's  Xest,  but  properly  na-ned  Wallace's 
Hattery ;  it  is  being  gradually  destroyed — 
being  used  by  spoilers  us  u  stone  quarry. 


THE  LAST  FRENCH  INVASION. 


36!) 


nstoiiisbinp;  liow  poon  tlio  latter  bociuiic  fifc  for  iluty  ;  wIkmi  this  scrv'co  was  ]ier. 
Ibrini'd  the  Nova  Sinitia  Ho<i;iinoiit  wen?  ordiTod  to  ictiii'ii  to  Halifax. 

"  In  the  inoantimc  some   Iniililiiigs  were  ercctcil  at  Signal  Hill,  and  tho  first 

block-house  conimoiiced Thcr(!  hi'ing  no   carriag  ■  road  to 

Signal  Hill,  all  the  guns  I'cquircd  for  the  Hill  were  taken  by  nion  of  tli(^  garrison, 
and  ])arl)iickled  up  the  face  of  the  rock  at  Crow's  Nes^t,  ami  thence  to  the  respoe- 
tivo  batteries — a  nu)st  laliorions  and  dangerons  sorvi(!e. 

"  i'roparations  lor  the  more  otfectual  defence  of  ttic  Narrows  wcr,-  also  going 
on,  ill  the  formation  of  three  fnrnat'os  for  heating  shot,  viz.  :  At  Foi t  Frederick, 
Chain  Rock,  and  Fort  William.  A  largo  naval  force  from  dill'erent  stations  met 
here  that  summer,  consisting  of  the  Mmuiyrh  [7\),  tlie  Covernor's  ship  tho 
L'ii'i,blli(S  (71).  tho  Ailii iifi III,  and  another  OU;  four  iVigatvs.  and  thi-ce  sloops  of  war, 
all  in  the  harijinir  at  the  same  time. 

"  179(5.  The  levy  of  the  Royal  N'e\vfonn(iland  Ki^i^iiivnt  had  fc'ti  completed 
the  ])recediiig  fall;  and  it  was  found  that  tho  barracks  at  Forts 'I'ownsend  and 
AVilliain  were  insulHcient  to  contain  so  many  men  ;  it  wa^  therefore  ordered  that 


H 


^^■ 


tf 


j*^::^:^ 


^I#-* 


.*.—»    M     w.  n  ■'*  .  ■tk.A« 


-'.TW,-   /*l*J**i*tJ'  .Aw*  t*.««<*r«»if*     .Vt.K  ff*S 


the  garrison  slunild  go  under  canvas  for  a  \'f\y  months  while  the  old  b  irracks  were 
being  rej)airod  and  (deansed.  and  some  of  the  new  barracks  at  Signal  Hdl 
linishcd.  and  also  for  tlie  greater  facility  of  practi.>~iiig  the  olliccrs  and  men  of  that 
young  regiment  in  the  indispensable  tactics  and  operations  of  the  liehl.  A  camp 
was  accordingly  formed  on  tlio  general  jjaradc  ground  with  a  small  park  of 
artillery,  of  which  the  troops  took  ])ossession  about  the  middle  of  June.  Tln^ 
improved  defences  of  the  ^'arrows  being  tiidshed,  some  experinumts  were  tried 
Avith  heated  shot  before  His  E.xcellency  Admiral  Sir  James  Wallace,  the  Governor, 
which  gave  general  satisfaction.  A  large  platform  of  wood  was  built  liii  South 
Point  called  the  Didce  of  York's  Battery,  on  -.hich  were  nnaiiited  eight  •21-poundci 
guns,  tiirce  or  four  .18-poundor  carronades,  and  two  lO-ineh  mortars.  The  Block- 
house  was  so  forwaru  as  to  admit  six  unns  to  be  mounted  on  tli(>  second  floor. 
Tho  regiment  by  this  time— the  latter  jiart  of  August  — was  approaching  fast  to 
systematic  regularity  and  discipline,  and  of  approved  internal  economy. 
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"  Sncb  being  tlio  state  of  the  garrisdii  and  fortifications,  together  with  the 
cfficienny  of  the  volunteer  coinijunies — a  fine  sot  of  men  ])articnliirly  the  conpaiiy 
of  volunteer  artillery  Hclccte.l  from  among  the  Hower  of  thi'  Innabitants  of 
iit.  John't— aa  well  as  the  iindoubted  loyalty  of  the  Inhabitanta,  a  wish  seemed  to 
be  inspired  that  something  niigl.c  happen  to  tost  the  fidelity  of  the  whole.  If 
tuich  was  the  case  it  was  not  long  before  that  wish  was  realised,  for  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  first  day  of  September  the  signal  was  made  for  an  enemy's  fleet 
to  the  Southward,  which  ))roved  to  be  the  French  Admiral  with  seven  sail  of  the 
line,  two  frigates  and  some  other  small  vessels  of  war.  The  signal  of  alarm  in  the 
town  was  instantly  made  at  Signal  Hill  and  all  the  forts.  There  was  only 
the  Governor's  sliip  and  one  frigate  in  Port.  [The  Governor's  own  rejiort  says 
tliei'e  was  one  tifty-gnn  ship,  two  IVigafes,  and  a  sloop  of  war.]  His  Excellency 
Admiral  Sir  James  Wallace,'  a  Governor  of  warlike  celebrity,  immediately 
proclaimed  martnil  law  and  ordered  all  the  men  in  the  town  fit  for  servic — 
merchants  with  their  domestic  and  wharf  establishments,  Captains  of  vessels 
their  crews,  planters  with  their  fishernien  and  sharemen — to  muster  in  froni  oi 
the  camp  where  thvj  were  enrolled  and  told  off  to  the  forts  and  batteries  and  they 
were  not  to  be  dismissed  until  the  Governor's  pleasure  was  known. 

"  The  enemy  stood  off  and  on  near  Cape  Spear  all  that  day  and  during  the 
night  the  road  was  open  frt  m  Magotty  Cove  Ui'idgc  through  the  enclosures  leading 
to  Signa'.  Hill,  by  direction  of  the  Governor,  in  order  to  ex])edito  the  transport 
of  ammunition,  stores-,  and  provisions  to  Signal  Hill,  as  well  as  the  camp  equi])age, 
^^■llich  had  been  struck  in  the  evening;  and  by  daylight  in  the  n\orning  of  the 
2nd  the  tents  wei  e  nil  pitched  on  the  summit  of  the  Hill — from  the  Duke  of  York's 
batteiy  to  Cuckold  Head  and  also  on  the  south  side  Hills  over  Fort  Amherst.  This 
warlike  domonstration  with  Ihe  disphiy  of  three  or  four  thousand  men  on  the  Hill 
must  have  had  a  very  intimidating  eil'ect  on  Monsieur  when  viewed  from  the  sea. 

"  This  day  i)as.-ed  oil'  under  something  like  a  passive  hesitation  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy  a  great  deal  of  teU'graphing  and  boat  communication  took  jilace  with 
the  flagship  and  towards  the  evening  the  tlect  stood  a  little  further  off  to  sea  ; 
reconnoitring  j)artios  were  out  along  the  shore  day  and  night  in  anticipation  of  a 
landing  being  eH'ected.  A  great  many  soanicn  were  emi)loyed  that  day  in  raising 
the  chain  across  the  Narrows,  the  great  capstan  at  the  south  side  bi'ing  assisted  by 
three  schooners  [ilai  ed  at  e(|nal  distances  fnun  Chain  Rock  and  by  grappling  the 
chain  with  their  anchors  and  heaving  all  together  they  raised  it  to  the  surface  of 
the  water.     These  vessels  were  also  charged  with  combustibles  and  were  intended 


'  'I'lit'  fii>t  notiec  of  W'mIImcc  is  Iiis 
coainiaiiil  of  the  Trial  sloop  in  ITli.'t,  on  tin.' 
Nowfoandlnnd  sl;ituin  ;  in  1774  iio  Wiis  atrain 
(in  'liis  stiition,  ill  die  Hn.sv  (:2ii).  He  was 
scut  I'.v  Admiral  .ShiiiilliMiii  I'loin  St.  .luhn's  to 
Hostoii,  with  11  dit;iihiiu"iit  nt  the  ijolli 
KegiiiK'iit.  All  aiiueil  mob  lia\iiif;  sc'ize<l 
caiiiioii  tiiiil  animuMitiiiii  in  Imt  (ie<ir<re, 
.Ncwpiii't,  and  eariicd  tliciii  to  Providence,  lie 
demanded  te  know  win  ilic  (inviTiior  had 
allowed  the  t'dit  to  l>c  diMuaiitlcd.  The  reply 
was  :  "  To  prevent  them  t'alliiij;  into  the 
hands  of  the  KinjiV  servant,  and  to  make 
use  (if  them  ii;;aiiist  any  Power  that  shall 
iiiiilest  il>.''  Wallaoe  was  in  iiialiv  of  the 
ciif^ajrciiii'iits  in  177.i-(i-7-S  at  Wlmde  Island 
ami  .New  York.  lie  verv  ^jallaiitly  icpiilsc<l 
the  I'reiieh  scpiat'ion  sent  to  take  the  (liaimel 
Islands  ill  177'.t.  and  Wi  lit  with  Admiral 
Uurl.v  to  the  relief  of  (iihialtar  in  1781.    His 


attack  upon  a  I'Vcncli  71  in  this  same  year  is 
one  "f  ihe  most  brilliant  examples  of  Hrilisli 
valour  and  perseveraiiee.  He  was  soon 
aiiiiniiited  to  the  Warrior  (74);  in  17113 
became  colonel  of  marines;  in  \7'.H  .!car- 
Adiiiiral  of  the  White,  and  to  eemmand  at 
New  loinidland  :  and  in  17'.).'i  V'iee-Admiral 
of  the  White.  ]'"<)i'  his  exertions  to  repel 
Admiral  Hiehery,  he  was  voted  the  sineero 
and  lipailfelt.  thanks  ef  the  meri'hants  of 
St.  .lolin's.  He  iiiiilertoiik  no  further  service 
litter  I'ctiriiij;  from  the  Newfoundland  com- 
niaiid,  and  died  in  l.so.i.  He  was  kiiifrhled 
in  1777.  His  services  diirin;;  the  .Aniericaii 
War  weie  very  brilliant  :  but,  in  spite  of  his 
abilities  anil  worth,  he  did  not  receive  the 
defxreeol'  attention  and  reward  he  was  entitled 
to. — (  I'roni  lloi.i'ii's  A'((C(//  IJiujraphi/,  vol.  i., 
p.  41.J.) 
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to  be  used  as  firo  ships  on  the  enemy  coming  in  contact  with  thfl  chain.  The  flai; 
ship  ami  the  frigate  were  also  placed  in  eniilading  distances  in  the  Harbour  to  give 
thoni  a  warm  recoption  on  entering  the  Narrows.  On  the  lirst  appearance  of  the 
enemy  the  sluit  furnaces  were  kindled,  it  was  found  difficult  however  to  preserve 
the  proper  degree  of  heat  and  to  prevent  fusiou  which  happened  to  some  of  the 
shot. 

"  On  the  3d.  the  enemy  formed  a  liiie  and  stood  in  for  the  Narrows,  when  it 
was  expected  their  intention  was  to  attempt  a  landing ;  they  stood  on  until  the 
A'an  ships  came  within  the  extreme  range  of  the  guns  of  Fort  Amherst,  when  she 
and  all  of  them  put  about  and  stood  out  to  sea.  They  remained  in  sight  for  several 
days  and  at  last  iiore  away  to  the  southward  and  arrived  at  Bay  Bulls  where  they 
landed  and  to  consummate  their  dastardly  conduct,  they  drove  the  poor  defenceless 
inhabitants  to  the  woods." 


mr'^ 


In  the  woivls  of  the  local  poet  of  the  southern  shore — 

"  Burnt  their  stores  and  houses, 
Took  their  fish  and  oil, 
The  hard-earned  produce 
Of  their  yearly  toil." 

Thus  terininated  the  great  excitement  occasioned  by  the  appear- 
ance of  this  f'ortnidahle  arniament.  Tlie  detaclmients  at  the  re- 
spective posts  were  all  continued 
until  the  French  fleet  had  entiiely 
left  the  coast.  Only  one  man  and  a 
boy  Avere  allowed  on  each  merchant's 
establishment,  all  the  rest  were 
stationed  at  the  forts  and  batteries. 
The  enemy  remained  in  Bay  Bulls 
from  the  4th  to  the  8th.  On  the 
5th  they  set  the  town  on  fire ;  on 
the  Gth  a  <,mU'  of  wind  came  and 
prevented  their  further  progress ; 
on  tlie  Sth  thev  unmoored  and  left. 
Their  I'urther  e.xploits  were  to  destroy 
what  remained  of  St.  Pierre  — ■ 
then  in  possession  of  the  English  ; 
they  also  burnt  some  fishing  rooms 
in  the  straits  of  Belle  Isle.  In  Bay 
Bulls  the  French  captured  a  couple 
of  merchant  vessels,  and  j\Ir.  Dingle, 

the  niagistrate.  One  captain  was  brought  on  board  of  Admiral  Richery's 
flag  ship,  the  Jupiter.  When  asked  about  the  strength  of  St.  John's,  he 
lied  "like  an  ambassailor  for  the  ^i'ood  of  his  eountrv  "  :  he  said  there 
were  five  thousand  troops;  that  they  could  not  enter  St.  John's  on 
account  of  the  boom  and  chain,  and  that  two  hundred  guns  would  pliy 
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on  them  if  they  came  in.  The  French  seemed  to  doubt  the  number  of 
troops,  but  on  his  boldly  repeating  his  stateinent  the  Admiral  gave  up 
the  idea  of  attacking  the  town. 

The  French  Republican  newspapers  gave  a  flaming  account  of 
■Richery's  great  warlike  exploit;  that  he  had  landed  fifteen  hundred 
men  at  Bay  Bulls,  two  thousand  at  Portugal  Cove,  and  had  captured  a 
large  number  of  ships  and  fishing  vessels  and  a  thousand  sailors,  which 
had  been  sent  to  St.  Domingo. 

The  Honourable  William  Waldegrave  ' — the  last  naval  Governor  in 
the  eighteenth  century,  1797-8-9-  vas  a  son  of  the  Earl  .)f  Waldegrave. 
No  administrator  of  the  Colony,  with 
the  exception  of  Palliser,  did  more 
for  the  island.  He  had  greatly  dis- 
iinguished  himself  as  a  dashing 
captain  of  a  frigate  and  a;  admiral. 
The  period  of  his  government  was 
a  very  troubled  one,  the  mutiny  of 
the  Nore  extending  even  to  New- 
foundland. A  rebellion  broke  out 
on  board  H.M.S.  Latona,  and  was 
only  quelled  by  the  officers  drawing 
their  swords  and  the  marines 
presenting  their  bayonets  —  they 
actually  had  to  prick  tlie  nuitineers 
before  they  would  give  in.  In  his 
address  to  the  ship's  crew  on  the 
following  Sunday  the  Admiral  told 
them:—  lord  radsiock. 

Fro  II  (III  eiigrariiig  offer  Uinjtcr. 
I       "  You  .are  all  engor  for  news  and  news- 
papers.    I   thank  God  I  have  the   satis- 
faction to  inform  you  that  your  great  dflep;ate  Parker  is  hanged,  with  many  other 
of  his  atrocious  companions.     You  looked  up  to  him  an  an  example  whilst  he  was 


'  WiUlnm  Wald*'<:rnvo,  first  Lord  Ri\(l- 
stock,  G.C.I5.,  born  ittli  .luly  17.')3,  was  second 
son  of  John,  third  Earl  ol  Wuldcgnive  (by 
Eliziibeth  Gowit,  sistiT  of  (iraniillo.  first 
itiiniuess  of  {Stafford,  K.(J.);  ontered  tlio 
Navy  about  l"6fi.  As  early  a8  1776  he 
obtaiiii'd  ooniniand  of  the  Zephyr  sloop,  and 
was  shortly  afterwards — May  30th,  176<) — 
posted  into  tho  Jiipoii,  tiO,  bearing  tlie 
broad  pennant  of  !Sir  1"  ward  Vernon,  in  the 
East  Indies.  He  afterwnrds  commanded 
tlie  Piimouv,  28,  in  whieh  ship  he  eaptnred 
the    Cumherlaiitl,     a     iiot<'rious     Aiueriean 


privateer  of  20  guns  and  170  men  ;  and  in 
the  I'mdcnte,  0%  —  aided  to  some  extent  by 
the  fjcnnir,  S2 — he  succeeded  in  capturing 
— 4;h  .luly  1780— the  French  frijiate  La 
('(ipricieii.tr  of  32  puns  and  308  men,  more 
than  lOi,  lit  whom,  in  the  course  of  an 
obstinate  engagement  of  four  hours,  were 
either  killed  or  wounded,  with  a  loss  to  the 
Pnidviile  of  17  killed  and  28  wounded  ;  he 
afterwards,  in  the  same  ship,  took  L'Aiiu'ri- 
raine  privateer  of  32  guns  and  245  men. 
lie  accompanied  Admiral  Darby  to  the  relief 
(if    Gibraltar,   and    assisted    under   Admiral 
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in  his  glor^',  I  recommonci  you  to  look  to  hia  end  as  an  example  also 

.  .  .  .  I  have  now  to  tell  you  that  I  have  given  orders  to  all  your  officers,  that 
in  case  of  any  further  signs  of  mutiny  they  are  not  to  think  uf  confining  the  ring- 
lenders,  but  to  ])ut  them  to  death  instantly,  and  what  is  still  more,  I  have  given 
orders  to  the  batteries  to  burn  the  Lutona  with  red-hot  shot  in  case  you  drive  me 
by  your  mutinous  conduct  to  that  extremity.  I  know  in  this  case  the  officers  must 
perish  with  you,  but  there  is  not  one  of  Them  but  is  ready  to  sacrifice  himself  for  the 

good  of  his  country  in  any  mode  whatever And  now  go  to 

church  and  pray  God  to  inspire  you  with  such  sentiments  as  may  acquire  you  tho 
respect  and  love  of  your  Countrymen  in  this  World  and  eternal  happiness  in  tho 
next." 

Th-e  lire-eating  olil  sailor  who  ina<le  this  address  was  most  sincerely 
religious,  and,  in  private  life,  the  kindest  and  most  benevolent  of  nieri ; 
he  looked  carefull}'^  after  the  food  and  comfort  of  the  soldiei-s  and 
sailors.  orgMni,sed  a  society  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  St.  John's,  and 
v^'as  all  his  life  a  permanent  sul)scriber  of  £20  annually  to  this  fund. 
It  was  mainly  through  his  exertions  that  the  old  Anglican  church  in 
St.  John's  was  thoroughly  repaired  and  improved  ;  it  had  fallen  into  such 
a  dilapidated  condition  that  it  could  not  be  used,  and  divine  service  had 
to  be  held  every  Sunday  in  tlie  court  house.  Through  Waldegrave's 
active  exertions  over  £1,500  was  obtained  from  the  king,  the  Society 
for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel,  and  private  friends — His  Excellency 
being  the  most  libend  subscriber  of  all.  He  exerted  himself  also  to 
increase  the  miserable  salaries  of  the  clergymen  in  the  Colony.  Bishop 
O'Donel,  and  all  w!io  came  in  contact  with  the  Admiral,  pay  a  warm 
tribute  to  his  fine  character.  It  was  very  fortunate  for  our  island  that 
in  such  troublous  times  as  the  Irish  rebellion,  the  conspiracy  in 
St.  John's,  and  the  mutiny  of  the  Latona,  the  Government  was  in  the 
hands  of   a  ruler  at   once   so   benevolent,   so  just,   and   above  all  so 


Kempenfeldt  in  oapfuring  part  of  a  French 
convoy  under  .M.  lie  Guiolieu,  and  obtaiui'd 
possession  of  anotht-r  privateer,  the  Boulogne, 
of  16  guns.  Dining  tlie  subsequent  peace. 
Captain  Waldegravo,  with  tlie  exception  of  u 
hliort  period  in  connnand  of  the  Majestic,  74, 
was  on  half-pay.  In  1 793,. on  the  conimence- 
luent  of  the  French  revolutionary  war,  he 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
Cuitrugeux,  74,  when  he  served  under  Lord 
Hood  in  the  Mediterninean.  He  was 
nominated  a  colonel  of  marines  on  llth  of 
April  1794,  and  was  advanced  the  4th  of 
July  following  to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral, 
and  on  the  Ist  June  1795  was  made  a  vice- 
admirul.  In  the  spring  of  1796  he  was  sent 
with  five  ships  of  the  line  to  conduct  a 
negotiation  of  great  delicacy  with  the  Hey 
of  Tuuiii.     Substrcjueutly  he  fought  as  third 


in  command  in  Sir  John  Jervis'  victory  over 
the  Spanish  fleet  ofif  Cape  St,  Vincent, 
February  14t,h,  1797.  For  his  cool,  steady, 
and  meritorious  conduct  on  that  memorable 
occasion,  he  was  offered  a  baronetcy,  whicli 
he  deulined,  as  being  inferior  to  tlie  rank  of 
au  earl's  son.  He  was  shortly  afterwards 
appointed  Governor  of  Newfoundland,  where 
he  remained  for  three  years  ;  and  on  the  a9th 
of  December  1800  was  raised  to  the  peerage 
of  Ireland  as  Baron  Kadstock  of  (Jastle  Town, 
Queen's  (/ounty.  In  April  1802  he  became  a 
full  admiral.  About  the  same  period  he  was 
nominated  commander-in-chief  in  the  East 
Indies,  but  in  consequence  of  the  cessation  of 
hostilities  be  did  not  accept  the  appointment. 
He  was  created  a  G.C.B.  in  1815,  and  died 
on  the  20th  August  1823. 
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Tlie  opening  years  of  the  present  century  were  peaceful  and 
uneventful  in  our  island  Colony ;  the  fisheries  were  successful,  the 
country  prosperous.  After  the  dangerous  conspiiacy  of  the  United 
Irishmen  had  been  put  down  with  a  strong  hand,  and  the  nuitiny  on 
board  the  Latona  quelled  by  the  firmness  and  severity  of  Waldegnive, 
the  magistrates  report  to  the  new  Oovernor  for  1800 — Vice- Admiral 
Cliarles  Morice  Pole  ' — "  that  peace  and  good  order  prevail  both  in  the 
city   and    the  Colony."     Next   year  there   was  neither  Governor   nor 

Chief  Justice.  Aduiiral  Pole 
never  returned  to  the  Colony, 
and  poor  Routh  was  drowned 
on  the  passage  homo  in  Novem- 
ber ;  Newfoundland,  however, 
does  not  appear  to  hive  felt 
their  loss.  Later  on,  at  the  end 
of  the  suinniei'.  Doctor  J.  Ogdeii  - 
was  made  Actiny  Chief  Justice, 
and  Captain  Robert  Barton,  of 
H.M.S.  La  Concorde,  Lieut.- 
Governor.  Barton  g.ive  himself 
more  airs  and  assumed  more 
authority  il.an  a  duly  commis- 
sioned administratoi'.  His 
presumption  caused  a  little 
friction  with  Brigadier-General 
Skerrett,  an  old  cani})aigner, 
with  six  hundred  tioops  under 
his  command,  who  could  not 
brook  being  ordered  about  by  a  young  cnptain  in  the  Navy.  The 
magistrates  for  St.  John's — Ogden,  Rev.  J.  Harris,  and  George  Williams, 


APMIRAL  81 U  C.   M.   POLE,  HART. 

From  an  enyrrtviny  after  yorthcote. 
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'  Sir  C.  ^r.  Pole,  born  in  1757,  enterod 
the  Royal  Nuviil  Acivteniy,  Portsmouth,  in 
1770;  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  eomniodorn's 
ship  in  the  action  with  the  French  off  Traiijolly, 
iind  commanded  a  body  of  seamen  and  ma- 
rines at  the  siege  of  I'ondieherry  ;  on  the 
surrender  of  that  place  he  wns  made  master 
of  the  (Jormornnt  sloop;  he  I.. 'came  post- 
oaptaiu  in  1779.  He  gallantly  captured  a 
larjje  Spanish  frigate,  the  Santa  f^ttaliiKi,  in 
1782,  for  which  he  was  ])ra'sed  by  Nelson, 
■who  wrote:  "  In  seamanship  he  showed  him- 
self as  superior  to  the  Don  as  in  gallantry  "  ; 
"  never  was  a  young  man  who  bore  his  own 
merits  with  so  much  modesty."  In  1788  he 
he  was  made  a  gr(  om  of  the  bedchamber  to 
the  Duke  of  (Ilarence.  He  served  with  TiOrd 
Hood  at  Toulon,  iitid  in   17'.).5  became  Kear- 


Admiral  of  the  Ulue.  lie  was  in  eomnumd  at 
the  unsuccessful  attack  on  the  Spanish  fleet 
at  the  Isle  of  Aix  in  17!)9,  and  next  year  was 
appointed  to  the  N'ewfoundhvnd  station  ;  he 
only  held  the  post  for  one  year,  as  he  was 
appointed  to  succeed  Nelson,  who  was  in- 
disposed, in  the  Haltic.  He  was  made  a 
baronet  in  1801  and  vice-admiral;  in  1802 
he  sat  for  Newark.  In  180H  he  was  president 
of  the  Hoard  of  Na\al  Commissioners  to 
investigate  abuses,  an-"  1800  became  one  of 
the  Lords  of  the  Adniiriltv.  lu  IHCi  he  was 
made  Admiral  of  the  Hlue,  and  in  1818  G.C.B. 
(From  Kalkk's  Naval  llioj/raplii/,  vol.  ii., 
p.  129.) 

'  ( 'hief  Justice  Ogden  received  his  forn:aI 
commission  and  was  actuallv  sworn  iu  May 
1802. 
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chief  magistrate— appealed  streiiuotisly  to  Barton  to  allow  the  licences 
to  remain  at  thirty-six  instead  of  being  reduced  to  twenty-four ; 
thev  urged  that  the  publicans  were  paying  high  rents,  that  they  had 
laid  in  a  choice  stoA  of  liquor,  and  that  they  would  ite  ruined  ;  Hisi 
Honour's  reply  was  very  curt  and  pereniptcn-y — his  order  uiust  be 
obeyed.'  There  were  strict  instructions  from  England  alxjut  the  'hango 
in  the  Hag — the  Union  Jack — conse<|ueiit  u;  on  the  iniion  of  England 
anil  Ireland,  consummated  on  July  2ml,  1800. 


All  this  time  war  was  raging,  but  its  effects  never  reachctl  Newfound- 


i 


land;    Enirlishmen  had   th 


I'hole    island    and    banks    to    th 


A\ 


ncmsel 

including  St.  Pierre  and  Mi»|uelon  ;  our  only  comjjet iters  were  a  few 
American  fishermen,  Wc  had  large  well-arnuMl  convoys  with  resolute 
naval  officers  to  protect  our  fishing  fleets,  and  men-of-war  pei'inunently 
stationed  on  the  coast.'''  American  ves.sels  going  to  tlie  ^leditvrraueiin 
were  always  in  danger  from  tlie  Algerine  iiirut.s,  and  they  therefore 
snniggled  a  good  deal  of  their  cod  abroad  in  Englisli  bottoms.  This 
year,  jind  each  succeeding  year,  licences  wer(>  issued  to  import  provisions 
strictly  in  British  vtssels  manned  by  Britisli  crews,  but  it  appears  very 
evident  from  the  Governor's  proclamation  that  tliese  rules  were  evaded  ; 
American  traders  came  disguised  as  fishing  '.e-sels,  sold  and  V)artered 
their  goods  in  the  outports,  and  stole  away  the  men  just  as  usual. 
Admiral  Gambier  strongly  recommended  support  being  given  to  the  seal 
fi.shery,  as  a  powerful  incentive  to  keep  the  men  in  the  Colony  during 
the  winter,  and  thus  prevent  the  constant  emigration  to  America. 

James  Gambier,^  Vice-Admiral  of  the  White,  who  was  Governor  from 
1802  to  the  end  of  1803,  was  not  only  a  very  gallant  naval  officer,  l)ut 


1  List  of  P(>rsoiis  wlio  liave  obtaineil  IjK.knucs 
to  k'jop  IMiir.ie  Hoi;si;n  fromMichelimis, 
1797,  to  Michelmas,  17U8. 


ilichael  Little. 
John  Cox. 
John  Holiin. 
iSiinih  Martin. 
John  Cahill. 
Win.  I'owiT. 
Patlc.  Flanncry. 
AiifinstusMi'Naniara. 
Wni.  McCarthy. 
Wm.  Welsh. 
Patrick  McDonald. 
Andrew  S.  St.  John. 
IVtcr  Lyons. 
Michael  Mara. 
.Tanics  Maher, 
.lolin  Flood 
John  Brophy. 


.Tohn  Widdicomb. 
Kdniond  Doyle. 
Michael  Hatdim. 
Patrick  Redmond. 
John  Power. 
Thomas  Mnrphy. 
Wm.  Preiiderffast. 
Dominic  King. 
Ceorfte  Shepherd. 
Daviil  Power. 
Michael  Welsh. 
John  Nevean. 
Phil  Harrahan. 
Daniel  Delaney. 
Mark  Code  v. 
Michael  Welsh. 


-  Ciiiitain  Kd-rell,  11. M.S.  Pluto,  had  a 
house  and  farm  near  St.  .lolin's,  and  resided 
here  many  years.  The  I'liito,  a  slooji,  ajijiears 
to  have  remained  in  Newfoundland  for  al)out 
twenty  years,  oflf  and  on. 

•'  James  (Jamhier,  born  in  17.">()  at  New 
Providence,  was  placed  on  the  bonUs  of  the 
YaniiDiil/i.  fiuardshi))  at  Chatham,  when  eleven 
years  old,  under  the  care  of  his  uncle.  Pecame 
lieutenant  in  1777  while  serving  on  the  North 
American  station;  was  captured  in  1778  by 
fliu  French,  but  was  soon  exchanged  ;  he 
took  part  in  the  relic^f  of  Jersey  in  17"!), 
and  the  capture  of  Cbarlestown  in  1780.  He 
had  no  further  ai)pointinent  afloat  till  17'.t:<, 
when  he  commissioned  the  Dcfvncc  (74), 
for  the  Channel  fleet.  Gambier's  notions  of 
rilijrion  and  morality  were  nuich  stricter  than 
those  in  vofiue  at  that  time ;  his  ship  was 
known  aK  "  a  praying  ship,"  but  she  proved 
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wuN  fur  in  ntlvaiict'  of  1.!  u^i',  both  in  i-r^iuvl  to  his  viowH  on  tho 
future  prospt'cts  and  ;;()VorninL'nt  of  the  Colony,  and  in  tht'  furthorinjf 
of  all  hunuine  and  hcnovoh'nt  ideas  for  i-dncatin^  tho  Kottlors'  children, 
iind  eivilizinj^  the  poor  JieothieH.  The  naval  ruler  has  heen  much 
alm.sed  in  our  histories;  it  will  therefore  prohahly  astonish  many  of 
my  readers  to  Hnd  a  naval  jjovernor  strongly  urging  on  the  British 
^Ministry  the  necessity  of  granting 
responsible  government  to  Nevv- 
roun<lland  in  1802.  This  eonnninii- 
cation  of  CJandner's  shows  that  he 
was  a  Liberal  far  in  advance  of  his 
time  ;  he  had  seen  the  benefits  of 
local  government  in  America  and 
Nova  Scotia,  and  knew  that  it  was 
necessary  i:t)r  the  progressive  ad- 
vancement ot  the  Colony.  He  wrote 
to  Lord  Hobart  on  December  12th, 
IhOU,  as  follows  : — 

"  1  lun  led  to  njiprolKMul  tliiit  tlie 
pri'si'iit  system  of  policy  olmervod  towards 
this  Island  is  dcfoctivo,  being  insufficieni 
for  eH'octiug  the  happiness  and  good  order 
of  tho  community  which  is  tho  chief 
end  of  all  government.  This  I  attrihuto 
to  tho  want  of  <(  power  in  the  Island  for 
franiing  lows  for  its  internal  regidation, 

and  for  raising  the  sums  necessary  to  promote  any  measure  of  public  utility  by 
which  expense  must  bt  incurred.  .  ,  .  No  money  can  bo  raised  hero  except 
by  voluntary  contribution,  and  that  mode  must  be  always  inadequate  for  tho  many 

useful    purposes  for  which   it    is   required I   therefore    feel    it 

incumbent  on  me  to  propose  to  your  Lordship's  consideration  the  estohlishmeut  of 


LUltl)  (lAMUIEK. 

From  an  engraving  nfter  liecchoy. 
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shi!  was  also  "a  fisfhtinjjf  e'lip  "  hy  beini;  the 
tii'st  to  breiik  the  line  on  1st  June  1794. 
His  ship  Kutfered  scvorcly  ;  the  story  is  told 
thtit  Captain  I'akenhain  ]>.issinf;  within  hail 
said  to  (.ianihitT,  "  1  see  you've  been  knouked 
about  a  good  deal  :  never  mind,  Jimmy, 
■whom  the  Lord  loveth  He  ehasteneth." 
ti ambler's  conduct  was  noticed  by  Howe, 
and  he  received  u  gold  medal.  In  171*5  he 
was  an  Admiralty  Lord,  and  though  nude 
rear-admiral  and  viee-adnnral  in  179<J,  he 
remained  at  the  Admiralty  till  1801,  when 
he  beoamu  third  in  command  in  the  Chaiuiel. 
In  1802  he  was  Governor  of  Newfoundland, 
and  in  1 804  again  went  to  the  Admintlty. 
He  was  mainly  responsible  for  the  omission 
of  the  order  from  the  "  King's  Regulations  " 
requiring  foreign  ships  .vithin  the  Narrow 
Seas  to  salute  the  flag,  au  order  maintained 


since  King  John's  time,  if  not  from  the 
days  of  William  the  l'on(pU'r<)r.  In  1807 
be  was  made  a  peer  for  Jiis  conduct  at 
Copenhagen,  and  again  went  to  the  Admiialty. 
Gambler  was  strongly  opposed  to  Lord 
Cochrane's  attempt  to  use  tire-ships  against 
the  French  in  Hasque  Uoads  in  18oU.  Hiaring 
that  Cochrane  would  oppose  a  vote  of  thanks, 
Gambier  applied  for  a  court-martial,  and  was 
acquitted  by  one  expressly  selected  us  friendly 
to  him.  In  1814  he  was  a  eouMni.ssionei'  or 
negotiating  a  treaty  with  the  United  Slates. 
Was  made  a  G.t'.H.  in  1815,  and  Admiral 
ot  the  Fleet  in  1830;  he  died  in  1833.  He 
was  only  at  sea  live  aii<l  a  half  years  be- 
tween his  promotions  to  lieutenant  and  rear- 
admiral  ;  his  naval  experience  was  thus  ex- 
tremely limited. — (Stephen's  Nat.  Did.  of 
Biojruphi/.) 
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a  Li'fiinlnlive  j)i)Wfir  in  Nowt'omidliiml,  bimilar  tu  thiit  which  /*««  hien  fmnul 
nv.ccganrij  tn  the  jiromim-ilij  and  ijuwl  ynvernment  of  othtT  parts  of  H.M.  Ibroigii 
doiniiiioiiH." 

Tlio  liritisli  Ciovcrmiioiit  would  not  listen  to  his  iiruposiil  ;  tlu'y  had 
jTjivt'n  Nova  Scotia  Home  Rule  years  het'oiv,  hut  poor  Newtbundlaiul  had 
iftill  to  stru<^^le  thirty  years  more  for  tlii8  j^reat  hoon.  Even  when  the 
privilej^e  of  a  proper  coui't  of  juHtice  was  granted  after  a  K)ng  Hj;ht — 
th(<u<,fh  an  ahle  lawyer  like  lieeves  was  sent  out  for  the  first  two  years 
— the  salary  of  the  chief  justice  on  the  second  appointment  was  reduced 
to  ,£;iOl)  a  yt.'ar,  resulting  in  clieajt  and  inefficient  judges — an  out-port 
doctor,  a  worn-out  poor  old  navy  surgeon,  a  broken-down  merchant,  and 
an  impecunious  Irisii  s(|uireeu. 

One  important  event  occurred  during  Gamhiei-'s  administration,  the 
lieace  of  Amiens  in  1802.  All  the  coiKjuered  territory  was  to  be  given 
back  ;  so  >St.  Pierre  and  Mitpielon  were  again  returned  to  the  French,^ 
and  tlie  right  of  fishery  restored  to  them  "  in  the  manner  they  were 
"  entitled  to  enjoy  the  same  uiuhir  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht"  ;  so  runs  the 
CJovernor's  proclanuition. 

The  utmost  hannony  seems  to  have  prevailed  between  the  Govej-nor, 
Bishojj  O'Donel,  and  the  Protestant  clergyman.  Two  sc1hx)1s,  known 
as  the  St.  John's  Charity  Schools,  were  established,  mainly  through 
Gambier'.s  influence,  one  for  Roman  Catholics  and  the  other  for 
Protestants.  The  Grammar  School,  established  in  1709,  with  the 
Rev.  Louis  Aniadeus  Anspjich  as  master,  lasted  only  a  few  years,  as  in 
1802  we  fiml  the  author  of  the  "  History  of  Newfoundland  "  -  a  justice 
of  the  peace  in  Harbour  Grace,  and  Church  of  England  missionary 
there.  Besides  his  efforts  to  promote  education  and  to  increase  the 
clergy  in  the  island,  Gand)ier  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  unfortunate 
Beothics,  An  Indian  woman  was  brought  to  St.  John's  by  the  notnrioua 
William  Cull,  for  which  he  received  a  reward  of  £50.  Cull  evidently 
did  not  take  kindly  to  His  Excellency's  ideas  about  the  .savages  ;  in  his 
opinion  the  only  decent  Indian  was  a  dead  Indian  ;  he  writes  to  the 
Governor:  "The  people  do  not  hold  with  civilizing  the  Indians,  as  they 
"  think  that  they  will  kill  moi-e  than  they  did  before."  All  thouglitful 
care  and  attention  was  shown  to  the  poor  Beothic  woman,  and  she  was 
to  be  sent  back  to  her  kindred  loaded  with  presents.  With  the  views 
held  by  Cull  and  his  companions,  it  is  very  doubtful  if  she  ever  reached 
the  wigwams  of  her  tribe. 


'  An  account  of  the  surrender  will  be  Colony;  it  is  rather  too  full  of  his  own  affairs, 

found  in  the  chapter  on  St.  Pierre.  his  own  importance,  and  his  n.nrrow  religious 

•  AnspAch's  Histori/  of  Newfoundland  is  views.     It  is  also,  uufoituuately,  very  iuacuu- 

a  valuable  addition  to  our  knowledge  of  the  rate  and  unreliable. 
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Sir  Emsinus  fiowcr  '  fiuccofdt'il  Oaiuliicr  in  ISO-i  ;  he  i.s  priiiciimlly 
roiut'inln'i't'd  tor  the  streot,  thirty  IVct  wide,  l)eiiriiij,'  his  naino,  which  ho 
laid  out.     The    popidation    at    this    time    wns    iiuNeasinj;    ra|iidly;  six 

hutulred  and  seventy  Irish  emigrants 
landed  in  St.  John's  in  one  year. 
In  IH04  tlie  j)i'j)uhiti(in  is  returned 
ns  more  than  twenty  thousand,  the 
fjuantity  of  tish  cauf^ht  as  over  six 
hundred  thousand  ([uintals;  for  tliu 
same  year  the  ret\irns  of  the  seal 
Hslioiy  show  a  i  I't  resnit  of  thirty- 
four  tiiousaml  seals,  and  Itoat  or 
schooner  Hshcr}'  of  seventy-three 
thousand.-  The  records  show  yreiit 
activity  in  .s]iip-btdldin<,',  thirty 
vessels  of  two  thoiiHaiid  three 
hundred  tons  having  been  built  this 
year  on  the  island.  One  important 
fishery  seems  to  have  been  entirely 
nej;lected ;  the  whole  pack  of  her- 
rin;j;s  is  given  iis  about  a  hundred 
bai-rels.  The  imports  are  very  large : 
2'21,1()2  gallon.s  of  rum;  bread  and 
flour,  S3,3Sn  cwt. ;  pork  and  beef,  10,522  cwt.,  not  allnwing  for  all 
the  suiuggled  provisions  brought  in  by  Americans,  Ont;  of  these 
Yaidvce  vessels  Wius  nearly  caught  at  Tilton  Hnrbour,  but  all  that  the 
naval  captain  could  actually  find  out  that  she  had  on  board  were 
gar(l"ti  srrda. 

We  ^nd  in   the  annals  of  this  time,  and  all  through  the  histoiy  of 
the  Colony,  bitter  complaints  of  the  tyninny  of  the  merchants  towards 

'  Sir  E.  (lower,  eUlfst  son  of  Abol  Gower, 
of  Glaiidoveii,  Perabroki-sliiro,  entered  the 
Nuvy  in  175.5  under  ilie  care  of  his  uncle, 
Cai>t!un  Donkley.  He  served  through  the 
war  on  the  Anioriean  and  lioine  stati»,iis, 
pnsfed  for  heutenant  1762,  and  was  lent  to 
Portugal  for  service  against  the  IJourhons. 
Served  under  ("oninioddre  Uyron,  and  in  17()9 
under  Sir  (Jeorge  Kodney  in  .lainaica.  In 
1779  was  first  lieutenant  in  the  Sutulwirh, 
llodney's  flagship,  at  the  capture  of  the 
Spanish  convoy  off  Cajie  Finisterre,  and  took 
command  of  the  Guipiiscna  prize.  He  gal- 
lantly eai)tured  the  Vryhcrd,  a  Dutch  ship  of 
.50  guns,  under  the  batteries  at  Cuddalore,  and 
soon  after  the  Chasseur  sloop  with  important 
despatclies  to  Suffren.  From  1786  to  1789, 
(iower  was  Commodore  Klliot's  flag  captain 
on  the   Newfoundland  station,   ;.nd   in    1792 


SIR  EKASMl'tt  (iOWKR. 

From  fiH  engraving  offer  ZU-e/Kiij, 


took    Lord    Macartney   and   his   embassy   to 
China  in  the  Lion,  for  wliich  service   he  was 
knighted.     In      1794     he     comnuinded     the 
Triumph,  one  of  the  ships  with  Cornwallis 
in  his  celebrated  retreat.     During  the  mutiny 
at  the  Nore  he  hoisted  a  broad  pennant   mi 
the  ycphiue  for  the  defence  of  the  Th; 
which  ship  he  continued  to  comnuind  t 
becan\e  rear-admiral  in   1799:  he  was  u. 
vice-admiral  in    170-1,  and   admiral   in   \%\< 
III  died  at  Hiimbleilon,  in  Hampshire,  in  1H14. 
—  qSteimikn's  Nat.  Diet,  of  Biofirajihy.) 

"  In  the  A]ipendix  will  be  fo\ind  a  long 
and  very  interesting  account  of  tlie  early  seal 
fishery,  written  by  Mr.  John  HIand  to 
(ioveruor  Gatnbier.  1817  was  another  year 
like  I8(i2;  a  eontinmition  of  Vi.V..  gales  drove 
twenty-five  vessels  ashore,  but  no  lives  were 
lost. 
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tliflr  (lealors.  Tli(>y  nevor  ^a\o  out  tlu;  prices  of  tli<>  arliclt's  sold  on 
PTi'dit  to  the  flslicniu'ii,  iind  tliey  "  bioke  tlie  price  of  fish  in  AugUKt," 
just  at  tho  amount  thoy  hiied.'  In  good  years  soino  relio''  wns  ohtained 
from  tho  competition  of  the  sn('l<  sliips,  who  bought  fish  from  the 
independent  planters  and  gave  good  casii  pricos.  Tiie  laliourin;^  men 
complained  to  (Jtvernor  (lower  tliat  tiie  merchants  '  pi'iei"  tlieir  own 
"  goods  and  onrs  al:;o  as  they  tliink  most  convenient  to  tli(ini."  -  To 
renuMly  this  intolerabh;  state  of  afiairs  His  Excellency  adopted  tlio 
following  drastic  remedy  : — 

"  WhiTcaH  I  am  inroriacd  tliiil  ii  ])raotii'o  Ims  ])rovailcd  in  sonio  of  llio 
oulpiirtH  of  this  isliiiid  iiiiioiii;  tlic  incrchiiiit?*  of  not,  iiiforrniiisj;  their  di'iilcr-i  of  tlio 
pi'icca  of  tho  sii|)|)lic;)  luhimccd  for  tho  aoiiH  m,  or  tho  piic^os  they  will  allow 
for  tho   produce,   until  they  aro  in   possession   of  tho   pliuitor's  voyiiu;e,    wluMchy 


'  Thi'ic  ncrc  miiiu'icms  ('(Hiiiiliiints  fnnii 
oiitports  iiliDiit  nu'rclmiits'  iiricrs  mill  tlii'ir 
(Iriiliiifis  with  the  Hslu'niK'l\.  The  one  I'niiii 
Fojri)  siiys  :  "  Kor  n  iiiimliei'  of  ye:iiv<  hiick 
We  have  been  stru^rtrlili)!  "ith  the  world,  us 
we  sii])i)(ise,  throiifrh  the  impositions  of  the 
laerehants  silid  tiieir  iijreiits  liy  their  exorlii- 
tiint  priees  on  shop  floods  iind  provisions, 
hy  wliieh  means  we  are  from  year  to  year 
held  in  delit  so  as  not  daring  to  fiml  fault, 
fearinfi  we  may  starve  at  tlu'  ai>|)roaeli  of 
every  winter.  \\'e  heinir  at  the  distance  of 
seventy   leajjiies   from   the   ( 'apital,  where  we 


sujipose  tliey  arropite  to  themselves  a  |iower 
not  warranted  l)y  any  law,  in  sellin>r  to  ns 
every  article  of  theirs  at  any  ]irice  they  thirds 
tit,  and  takin;;  from  ns  the  produce  of  a 
wliole  year  at  whatever  |U'ice  they  think  lit 
to  irive.  They  take  it  on  themselves  to  prii'e 
tlu'ir  own  jroods  and  onrs  also  as  they  think 
most  convenient  to  them."  The  iietition  is 
si^iu'd  l)v  nnoiy  Irlslnnen — Patrick  Minrin, 
I'eter  l'\)wler,  Tol.y  .Mcdrath,  Michii'el 
liurke,  James  Meehan,  .John  deary,  Wm. 
llroders,  aial  Wm.  Keele. 


'  PitiCKS  of  PiiovisioNS  and  other  Commoimtiks  in  Xi:wroiNi)i.\Nr)  dniinfi  the  Snmnier  of 

IHO.'i,  in  Hioter  for  I'ish. 


At  St. 

Johii's. 

Tn 

.\t  Trii'ily, 

Tn  I'liicrntia 

"" 

ronception 
Hay. 

Hiiimvisla, 

F0(£0. 

Tor  Fish. 

For  Bill. 

Itiiy. 

Urcail,  per  cwl. 

" 

40s.  to  Ks. 

3J«.  to  12.«. 

.,-.s. 

■Ills. 

41s.  to  -Us. 

riour,  p'r  tiarrel 

- 

Dll.s-.  to  7li.<. 

.Ills,  to  (!S.«. 

(Lis.  to  72s. 

77s. 

7i.s. 

I'ork,  i)ei'  liHrrcl 

_ 

lll'i.'j.  til  l'J(>« 

ii."),*.  to  Kids. 

IL'I^V. 

Kills. 

i:tii.<. 

Huttcr,  pi'i- 11). 

. 

. 

111/,  til  hi. -ill. 

till/. 

Is.  :t(/. 

Is.  ;W.  ti  Is.  Ill/ 

Is.  Ii/.  lo  I.S-.  I'd. 

Kaiii,  p  'r  (fidlou 

. 

tm.  to  .")«.  (■(/. 

;t.«.:)i/.  ton.v. ill/. 

I's.  iW. 

7s. 

lis.  lo  7s. 

Alolnsses,  (In. 

. 

II.V.  to  (to.  ii(/. 

•Is.  to  U.  '•<(!. 

7s.  M. 

I1».(W.  to  7s. 

7s. 

Suit,  Unwlish,  per 

busliol  - 

Hi:.  (i(/.  Ill  e<i. 

Us.  111/.  In  l.-.s. 

Iss, 

2IIS. 

2i's.  to  22s. 

])o.,  Foreiitii,  i)or 

bnsl 

lel- 

1S.«.  Utiai. 

ISs.  to  -Jlls. 

2I,». 

2.5s. 

22s.  to  2IU. 

t'oidime,  new,  pei 

cwt 

. 

101  Is. 

I  III  l.v. 

112s. 

Il2s. 

llii.,  twin'  laid. 

pi-r  ( 

•wt. 

80s.  to  .'jd?. 

.Mis. 

— 

7."h». 

7ii.«.  lo  xiis. 

(inipiiclsaiiil  line 

11.' 
Pitch,  per  biinvl 

lors. 

p:.r 

HU. 

111. 

~ 

<.m. 

— 

. 

(!(w.  to  n;ts. 

M.I.  to  (!0s. 

_ 

M.  per  lb. 

7ii«. 

Tar,  i)cr  bni-rcl 

- 

- 

42s.  to  SO.f. 

3r,.i.  to  42s. 

2s.  C,/.  to  2s.  !'i/ 
]ii'!*  irjillor. 

'■         (Ms. 

Ti'ii  (coininon).  jht  lb 

. 

:).■(.  I'll/,  to  iv.  (ii/. 

2,«.  Ill/,  tolls. 

5s  to  ."is.  i;i/. 

6s. 

Tdbiicco,  per  lb. 
I'cas.  Ill  r  bushel 

- 

. 

l.s'.  to  l.v. ;!(/. 

8i/.  Ill  ill/. 

— 

Is.  111'. 

Is.  I'xl, 

■ 

■ 

— 

— 

— 

ns.  to  i:i.«. 

12s. 

Oiilnical.  ))i'r  owt 

- 

— 

— 

— 

23s.  to  ,1.'s. 

2i!s. 

t'linvius.  per  |)icce 

J_ 

" 

8ls. 

■"" 

«,:s. 

Ofls.  lo  lO."*. 

Of  course  it  must  he  remetnbered  that  it 
was  war  lime,  and  wheat  was  from  9s.  to  12s. 
]ier  bushel,  and  ])ork  and  heef  relatively  hitrli. 
The  prices  of  molasses  and  salt  are  fxorhitant. 

An  old  fisherman  informs  ine  that,  in  tho 
"  spring  of  the  Wadlmins,"  he  was  wrecked  at 


Greeiispond,  and  lived  part  of  the  winter  there  ; 
some  of  the  people,  he  says,  had  never  seen 
money  IVcin  their  liirtli  to  their  crave,  they 
were  in  debt  to  the  merchant  nil  their  lives 
long. 
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thf  latter  are  exposed  to  great  impositions,  the  merchants  arc  '  er2by  required  to 
make  known  to  their  dealers  before  the  15th  day  of  August  in  every  year,  or  at 
the  time  of  delivery,  the  prices  of  provisions  and  other  commodities  sold  by  them, 
and  the  prices  they  will  give  for  fish  and  oil,  and  to  fix  a  ■schedule  thereof  iu 
some  conspicuons  part  of  their  respective  stores  ;  and  in  case  any  merchant  shall 
neglect  to  comply  with  this  useful  injunction,  and  a  dispute  shall  arise  between 
him  and  any  dealer  resi)ecting  the  r.ices  charged  on  such  merchant's  account,  and 
such  dispute  shall  be  brought  into  a  courf  of  justice,  the  sitme  shall  bo  determined 
according  to  the  lowest  price  charged  for  such  goods,  and  the  highest  price  g'veu 
for  fish  and  oil  by  any  other  merchant  in  that  district.  And  the  iudgo  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  surrogates  and  the  magistrates,  are  hereby  strici,ly  enjoined 
in  all  such  cases  to  govern  themselves  by  this  regulation. 

"  Given  under  my  hand,  September  12,  18'.>5. 

"  E.   GOWEK." 

The  evils  of  the  truck  system  liave  been  exposed  by  many  able 
writers  on  political  economy ;  a  parliamtrntary  commission  showed  its 
workings  amongst  the  Shetland  fisher  folk,  how  men  lived  and  died 
without  ever  once  getting  tlieir  necks  free  from  the  yoke  of  the  shop. 
In  Newfoundland  this  terrible  evil  is  almost  cotival  with  the  fisheiy. 
To  tl)is  very  day  there  are  places  in  the  Colony  where  neither  the  wages 
of  the  labourers  on  the  merchants'  wharves  nor  Government  roads,  nor 
even  the  widow's  poor  relief,  are  paid  ia  cash.  Truck  had  to  be  killed 
by  a  stringent  Act  of  Piirliament  in  the  United  Kingdom,  but  no 
Government  in  Newfoundland  has  yet  had  the  couiage  to  declare  that 
the  labourer  is  really  woitliy  of  his  hire — tiiat  {)ayment3  in  truck  are 
illegal,  and  all  sucli  paymasters  liable  to  a  penalty.  Truck  is  not  a 
crying  evil  in  St.  John's ;  it  is  "the  dark  places  of  the  earth  that  are 
full  of  wickedness,"  and  it  is  in  the  distmt  out-ports,  and  amongst  petty- 
traders  and  old-fashioned  houses,  that  it  still  flouiishes  in  full  vigour. 

It  is  not  necessary,  fur  a  clear  view  of  our  history,  to  dwell  nmch 
on  minute  details.  From  this  period  onwards  ttie  Colony  began  steadily 
to  improve ;  a  primitive  post  office  was  instituted  iu  1805,  under  Simon 
Solomon  (father  of  our  first  postmaster-general,  William  Solomon);*  a 
)iewsp;iper,  the  Royal  Gazette,  which  still  flourishes,  was  instituted  by 
Mr.  John  Ryan,  an  American  loyalist,  in  180G  ;  it  was  published  as  a 
possible  evil  thing,  under  the  most  severe  restrictions  ;  security  in  £200 
sterling  had  to  be  given,  and  the  magistrates  were  to   have  the  perusal 


f 


li' .:'!'■• 


sili ! 


'  '."he  postage  rates  in  1815  were  as  follows  :— 

From  Canada  ; 
On  a  I  oz.  letter  the  postage  from — 

a.    d. 


Quebec 

-     1      ■! 

?*:ontreal      - 

-     2     1 

Three  Uivers 

-     1   lOA 

Iterthier 

-     2     1 

York  ('I'orouto) 

-     2     9 

Niagara 

-  2  n 

From  Nova  Scotia : 
On  a  |-oz.  letter  the  postage  from — 

s.    d. 
Winsor        -  -  -    o 

Digby  -  -  -    0 

Horton         -  -  -     0 

Yarmoath    -  -  -     1 

I'ictou  -  -  -     0    7 

I'anfiboco    -  -  -    0    7 


'J 

r 
11 

3 


LOCAL  EVENTS. 


8S1 


of  the  contents  of  the  paper  before  publication.'  I  am  tliankful  that 
duty  is  not  incumbent  on  u.s  now,  especially  (luring  the  elections,  when 
each  party  organ  is  full  of  audacity,  mendacity,  and  .scurrilous  personal 


VIKW  n.V   THE   NEWFOCNDLAN!)  COAST. 
Frnm  n  'li'nwhif/  in  /he  Il..ir. 


abuse.     Notiimg  better  indicates  the  pleasant  social  relations  of  St.  John's 
at   this  time  than  the  founding  of  the  Benevolent  Irish  Society  ;  this 


'  Persons  licenskd  21st  SKiTKMiint  18(i7 

TO     KKKI"    TaVKUNS      I\    Tll.t     To'VN      OF 
iST.    .IOIIN'S    Foil     I  (IK    EXSI'I.NCl    Yl'.AR. 

Fi-' m  M(;"Royal(jiizutti.',''X>crf'»ii(7-2l,18(l7. 
Persons  liccnsi'd.  Sign  of  Tavern. 


Kobert  Parsons 


UrrKU  Division.— 
Mr.  Houilur's 
AVillian.  Hcst 
.Tolm  Widdiconibe     - 
.James  Ilavso 
Kdward  Anu:ell 
.Tolin  Williams 
John  Cahill 

Patrick  ^fnvine 
William  MoCartliy  - 
Ku'hard  lU'ani'y 
Micliael  Murphy 
Mary  Ilonnesscy 

MinPLK  Division.  - 
Hudson  Cove,  M 
Cove]. 

Patrick  Uedmond 

William  Power 


AVest  India  Coffee 
Hou!e,  High  (.'on- 
stable. 

From  Hiver  Head  to 
liulley's  Farm. 
Hunch  oftirape". 
Kose  and  Crown, 
.^hip. 
Britannia. 
Nelson. 

Tavern  for  all  Wea- 
thers. 
Fknver  Pot. 
Hope. 
StruL'jifler, 
Dove, 
lloyal  Standard. 

-  From    Boucher's    to 
r.  Hunter's  [now  .lob's 


Angus  ^ri'cnaiuara 
William  Welsh 
Honert  Dooling 
•lolin  Fitzgerald 
F.dmond  Doyle 
Michael  Haiileu 
Doniiiiick  King 
Graham  Little 
liichard  Perchard 
^Margaret  Walsh 


Agincourt. 

Swan. 

Red  Cow. 

Jollv  Fisherman. 

Blue  Ball. 

Shoulder  of  Mutton. 

White  Hart. 

Royal  Oak. 
Sailor. 


LowKU  Division. — From  Hudson's  Cove  to 
the  easternmost  part  of  St.  .loliu's. 


Ship  Assistance. 
Angel. 


Cornelius  Quirk 
Dennis  Murphy 
Daniel  DriscoU 
Patrick  Walsh 
Robert  Brine 

William  Welsh 
Mi'diael  Mara 
.John  Murphy 
Thomas  Murphy 
Charles  I'ower 

All    persons    licen 
houses    are   constable 
St.  Joint's. 


London  Tavern. 
Wheatsheaf. 
Bird-in-Haud. 
Union  Flag. 
Butchery      and 
Priiigle's  Farm. 


Sun. 

Duke  of  York. 
Three  Crowns. 
Plough     at     Pirine'u 
Bridge. 

scd    to   keep    ])ul)lic- 
for    the    district    of 


li  ; 


382 


REIGN  OF  GEORGE  III. 


institution,  which  still  flouriahos  hi  full  vigour,  was  instituted  under 
the  happiest  ciicunistances.  James  McBiaire  was  the  most  active 
amongst  the  founders,  and  president  from  1809  to  1821,  when  he  left  the 
Colony.     I  quote  from  Bishop  Howley  : — ■ 

"  The  preliminary  meeting  '  of  a  number  of  Irish  gentlemen,  desirous  of  re- 
'  lieving  the  wants  and  distresses  of  their  countrymen  and  fellow-creatures  at 
'  large,  was  held  at  the  London  Tavern,  in  St.  John's,  on  Wednesday,  tho 
'  5th  February,  1806.  It  was  unanimously  agreed  "  That  a  society,  formed  upon 
'  true  principles  of  benevolence  and  philantliropy,  would  be  tiie  most  effectual  mode 

*  of  establishing  a  permanent  relief  to  the  wretched  and  distressed."  Under  this 
'  conviction,  it  was  proposed  to  elect  a  committee  from  the  gentlemen  present  to 
'  form  a   code  of  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the   society,  the 

*  extension  and  regulations  of  the  charity,  and  to  consult  with  the  Rt.  Rev.  Doctor 
'  O'Donel  and  others,  whose  local  knowledge  of  this  country  could  best  inform 
'  them  as  to  the  most  ell'octual  and  beneficial  mode  of  establishing  a  Cuauitablb 
'  Irish  Sociktv  upon  firm  princii)les  of  loyalty,  truobenevolen(;e,  and  philanthropy, 
'  when  the  following  gentlemen  were  nominated  and  unanimously  cho.seu: 
'  Lieut.  -  Ct)l.  John  Murray,  Jainos  McBr.iii'e,  Esq.,  John  McKellop,  Esq., 
'  Mr.  Joseph  Church,  Captain  Winckworth  Tonge.' 

"  From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  society  was  purely  unsectarian  in  its  origin, 
and  all  denominations  of  Christians  were  admissible  to  its  ranks,  the  only  quali- 
fications required  being  that  one  should  be  either  an  Irishman  or  a  desceudaiit  of 
an  Irishman." 


James  McBraire,  wl.j  figures  prominently  in  the  social  and  political 
life  of  the  Colony  at  this  period,  was  a  very  remarkable  character. 
Originally  a  sergeant  in  the  /.  "my,  he  came  out  to  Newfoundland  a  po  u' 
man  ;  ho  suoii  ac([uired  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  shrewdest  and 
most  pvosperous  business  men  of  the  place.  On  the  constitution  of  a 
volunteer  corps  he  was  appointed  captain ;  he  drilled  his  companies 
admirably,  if  seveivly ;  some  of  the  gentlemen,  like  Magill,  complained 
of  his  being  a  martinet,  and  terribly  overbearing ;  finall}- he  rose  to  be 
major-commandant  of  the  St.  John's  Volunteer  Rangers.'  McBraire  was 
of  a  very  fine,  commanding  presence,  and  never  looked  better  than  when 
at  the  head  of  his  table,  dispensing  hospitality.  In  all  riots  the  major 
was  a  terror  to  the  mob.  In  the  year  l8l()  a  transport,  with  tioops  for 
England,  put  into  St.  John's  for  water,  with  Dr.  Leslie  on  beard.     He 


'  In  ISOG  the  Royal  XewfoimdI.and 
Hanjjt'i's  weri'  I'nih.xlicd  umlor  Major  MoBriirc, 
('i)niinan(Iant  ;  C^iptuiiis  I'aiker,  I.  Williiiins, 
ItoucliitT,  T.  Williiiins,  luul  Ifcitten  ;  Licu- 
ti'iuiiits  lleiirv  Slu'a,  Solomon,  Lillv,  Stevou- 
snn,  Iliiiiv ;  I'liisif^ns  FarkiT,  Gill,  Tiiomas, 
Jh'Ucdfro,  I'iiisons  ;  Surgeon  Coiifihlan  ;  (iuar- 
tur-MusttT  Ik-onlt'ii. 

In  IHl'J  the  corps  had  fallen  into  a 
disorganised  state,  and  was  recon^ti'ueted,  on 
the  breakinjr  out  of  the  American  war,  with 
the    following    otHcerij :  —  M.ijor    Mcliruire, 


Commandant ;  Captains  Uonchier,  T.Williiiras, 
Lilly,  McAllister,  (i.  H.  Kobinson,  Crawford, 
llaynes,  Hyan,  TiiMiingiiain,  Thomas  ; 
Lientcnanfs  Melledge,  Itronm, Stewart,  .Mcl.ea, 
Sjiniison,  Livingston,  (iiieve,  Arnott,  Clift, 
Shannon;  lOnsigiis  Morris,  Mct'alraan,  Hen- 
dell,  Scott,  Willis,  N.  (iill,  Niven  Lang; 
Adjutant  Hughes;  (Quarter  Master  Itarues  ; 
Suigeon  Dr.  Dnggan. 

Major-Genenil  Catnphell  commanded  the 
troops,  which  at  this  tiiue  numbered  seven 
haudred  and  fifty. 


JAMES  McBEAIRE. 


383 


iiientions  dining  in  state  at  ]\Iajor  McBraiie's  with  the  principal 
merchants  and  officers  of  the  garrison.  After  an  excellent  dinner,  as  the 
gentlemen  were  smoking,  there  was  a  great  noise  heard  outside  ;  McBniire 
immediately  put  on  his  hat  and  rushed  out  with  a  lo"g  stafF.  The 
D(  ctor  de>(ribes  with  deliglit  the  prompt  way  in  which  the  redouhtahle 
!&Iajor  quelled  the  disturbance  ;  everyone  went  down  before  his  terrilde 
wand,  and  in  five  minutes  the  mob  dispersed.  McBraire  left  this  Colony 
about  1822,' and  settled  with  his  only  son  at  Berwick-on-Tweed ;  he 
carried  off  a  fortune  of  about  £80,000  sterling.  He  was  reputed  to  have 
made  a  great  deal  of  money  in  tiie  American  war ;  one  of  the  prizes  had 
a  load  of  grind-stones,  some  twelve  hundred  ;  of  course  these  went  for  a 

song.  Someone  asked  McBraiie,  who 
had  purchased  them,  what  he  was 
going  to  do  with  such  a  lot  ?  "  You 
will  see,"  said  he,  and  tliey  did  see. 
In  tiie  winter  the  tnvn  was  short  of 
biscuit,  McBraire  had  his  stores  lull ; 
(;very  man  who  bought  a  bag  of  bread 
had  also  to  buy  a  grind-stone  for  two 
dollars. 

Sir  Eiasnms  Gower  not  only  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  his  benevolence, 
his  pronaocion  of  religion  and  education, 
he  was  equally  remarkable  f<jr  his 
z.'al  in  reforming  the  courts  of  justice; 
he  raised  the  salary  of  the  Chief 
Justice  from  £.S()0  to  £500  per  unnum, 
and  the  stipendiary  m.igistrates  were 
under  his  administration  first  given 
permanent  pay;  he  signif  nitly  hints  to  all  these  officials  that,  for 
the  future,  they  must  not  l^  concerned  in  any  private  or  professional 
liusine.ss  in  the  town.'  In  his  recommendations  to  the  Home  CJovern- 
nient  he  endeavoured  to  impivss  upon  them  that  St.  John's  was  no 
longer  a  mere  fishing  station,  but  a  large  cctnnnercial  seaport:  that  the 
proi  lotion  of  agiiculture  and  a  secure  teriuro  of  lands  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  its  future  weU'.nv  and  progress.      He  said  :  — 

"  It  is  oightron  yciir.';  siiico  I  was  tiTst  on  tlii.s  station,  mid  tbo  groat  improve- 
lueuts  and  cbangca  that  have  taken  jjUiuc   in  Ihat  time,  reiidor  it  now  absolutely 

'  Tlie  story  is  told  that  as  McHriiiro  was  any  of  the  iisiuil  h'ofiniphii'al  works,  nor  in 

fjoiiij;  (lut   of   tilt'  Ilarl)our  lie  waved  lii>  lianil  IStki'MKN's  Af;^  Did.  of  liiiiiiniphij. 
and   said  :     "  (i()()d-l)yi>,     Newtoundianders  ;  •'  Fnini   the    ( 'eiisiis  of   17'J4   it  appears 

good-live,  you  poor  fo(-ls."  tliat  at  that  date  t'hief  Justice  D'Kwes  CoUe 

-  Ailiuiral  llollowuy  wiis  Governor  from  owned  and  ojvin  .-.^  w  fishing  room  at  Quid! 

1807  to  ISIU,     Ills  nantu  does  not  appear  iu  Vidi. 


A I IM I  UAL   nol.l.OWAY.* 

i'roin  an  engraving  by  Couk. 
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ncreBSftry  tbat  the  capital  of  this  Colony  should  no  loiigor  ho  cramped,  cahincd, 
and  confined  by  laws  and  restrictions,  wliich  at  present  are  entirely  unsuited  to  its 
condition  and  progress." 


ii  , 


i  \ 


He  had  to  use  at  nil  times  fifroat  pressure  upon  the  Impevial  Govern- 
ment to  obtain  their  consent  to  tlie  free  iuiportation  of  American 
provisions.  '^Phcro  was  evidently  a  bitter  dislike  and  jealously  of  the 
Uniteil  States,  an<l  it  was  only  the  absolute  requirement  of  food  for  the 
Island  that  made  the  British  Government  reluctantly  ^ive  way  on  this 

point.  In  accordance  with  a,  stron^r 
petition  from  the  merchants,  he  tried 
to  obtain  for  Newfoundland  the 
exehisive  privik'fife  of  supplying  the 
West  Indies  with  salt  codfish,  and 
the  JU'itish  Army  and  Navy  with 
regular  ratiotiR  twice  a  week  of  onr 
oTi-at  staple,  but  failed.  In  1S0!>, 
Labrailor  anil  Anticosti  were  agaiit 
re-uitited  to  the  Newfoundland 
( Jovei-nment,  and  the  courts  made  per- 
manent under  an  Act  of  Parliament. 

In  ISIO  the  celebrated  Admiral, 
Sir  John  Thomas  Duckwoith,'  became 
(jovernor.  He  made  another  and  more 
serious  attempt  to  conciliate  the  Red 
Indians.  Lieutenant  Biichan,  R.N.,  of 
ll.^r.S.  Pike,  was  sent  to  Exploits  with  a  party  of  seamen  and  marines. 
It  was  in  the  winter,  and  after  undergoincr  unparalleled  liardships  they  at 
last  came  up  with  the  Beothics.  The  gallant  Buchan  did  all  in  liis  power 
to  promote  frieadship  with  the  savages  ;  he  left  two  of  his  marines  with 


MAHY   .MAKlll.- 
Fniiii  a  ilrawiiiff  hij  Lu'lii  llnniiHini. 


'  Sir  J.  T.  Duckwdrrh,  b'Mii  in  1718,  was 
the  son  (>t'  Prv.  A.  DiicUwoilli,  iilU'iwards 
Viciir  of  Stoke  Vo'^xn  nnil  (anon  of  Windsor; 
entered  tlie  Navy  at  I'ii'viii.  and  was  ]irosi'nt 
ilt  tlu-  (K'Slniction  of  M.  de  la  ('liir"s  S(iiiadn)n 
in  Lagos  l?av  aial  tlir  Battle  of  (^ueheron 
15ay.  Duekwortli  servi'd  in  Hvron's  ship  in 
tlie  aetion  oiV  (irenada  in  ITT'.t,  and  wa ; 
immediately  ]iroiii<)ted  to  be  eonnnander 
of  tlie  Hdiut.  He  was  praised  speeinlly  by 
Lord  Howe  for  Ids  beliaviour  in  the  Orion 
(74),  at  the  action  off  Ishaiit,  and  received  a 
fiold  medal.  He  was  pri'sent  at  the  eapitn- 
lation  of  Minorea  in  17'.t8.  and  expected  to 
receive  u  Jjaronetcy.  In  17'.ej  ho  became 
Itear-Admiral  of  the  White;  was  with 
lioril  St.  X'incrnt  in  liis  nnsiiccessfnl  pursuit 
of  Admiral  IJrnix.     In  ISOO,  when  bloekadinft 


Cadiz,  he  captured  .a  rich  Spanish  convoy  ; 
his  share  of  tlie  prize-money  has  been  said  to 
have  amounted  to  £75,001).  Was  made  a. 
IC.I5.  for  his  services  in  the  West  Indies  in 
IHOl;  he  directed,  in  180.1,  the  oiierations 
which  resulted  in  the  surrender  of  (ieiieral 
Itechaiiibeaii  at  San  Domingo.  The  opera- 
tions conducted  by  him  diiriiig  1805-6-7  were 
not  at  all  successful.  He  was  Governor  of 
Newfoundland  from  ISIO  tii  1S1;(  ;  on  his 
return  he  was  made  a  baron"t ;  he  became  a 
full  admiral  in  1810.  Of  all  the  men  who 
have  attained  distinction  in  tlie  English 
Navy,  tliere  is  none  whose  character  has  lieen 
more  discussed. — (.Stei'IIE.n's  Nat.  Diet,  of 
liiixjraphii.) 

-  One     of    the    last    purvivors    of    th.a 
Heothics. 
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them,  and  some  Indians  accompanie<l  him.  The  blood-thirsty  character 
of  these  aborijfines  and  their  trf;achery  is  most  forcibly  exhibited  by 
the  terrible  tragedy  with  wliich  this  promising  effort  to  conciliate  theii- 
savage  nature  ended.  The  two  marines  left  by  Buchan  with  the  Indians 
were  found  lying  about  two  luindred  yards  apart;  that  of  the  corporal, 
being  first,  was  pierced  by  one  arrow  in  the  back,  three  liad  entered  that 
of  Bouthland  ;  ti)ey  were  laid  out  straight,  with  their  feet  towards  the 
river,  and  back  upwards;  their  heads  were  off",  ond  had  been  carried 
away.  No  blame  can  attach  to  Buchan  for  this  melancholy  disaster ; 
the  whole  object  of  the  expedition  was  to  gain  the  friendship  of  the 
Indians  by  exhibiting  confidence  in  them,  and  trusting  white  men 
unarraed  amongst  them. 


Whatever    our   sentimental    feelings   may   be   for   these    primitive 
iiihabitants,  all  their  history  shows  that  the  one  ineradicable  feature  in 

their  character  was  an  insatiable 
hatred  of  the  pale  faces.  They  must 
have  known,  if  we  give  them  credit 
for  any  intelligence,  that  this  was  a 
mission  of  peace,  and  that  there 
was  no  intention  of  injiu-ing  them. 
Every  other  motive  in  them  seems 
to  have  been  overpowered  by  their 
instinct  to  kill  tlie  white  man.  There 
can  be  no  doulit  that  the  settlers 
hunted  them  like  wolves,  and  shot 
them  in  cold  blood  whenever  they 
encountered  them.  The  cfiptured 
Indian  woman,  Shandithit,  declared 
that  the  hatred  of  the  white  man  was 
so  strong  amongst  her  people  that 
she  would  not  be  again  tolerated 
by  her  tribe  after  speaking  with 
Englishmen.  With  such  feelings 
against  Europeans  all  attempts  at 
reconciliation  were  fruitless.  There  are  many  conjectures  about  tlie 
ultimate  fate  of  the  Red  Indians.  Bonnycastle  thinks  they  may  ha\e 
emigrated  in  a  body  to  the  Canadian  Labrador,  and  he  mentions,  in 
confirmation  of  this  view,  the  arrival  at  the  Bay  of  Seven  Islands  of  a 
body  of  Indians  who  were  neither  Mountaineers  nor  Mic  Macs,  whom  he 
therefore  conjectures  were  the  renmant  of  our  Beothics.  This  may  be 
so,  but  the  general  opinion  of  those  who  have  studied  the  subject  most 

I     p.  272U.  y    U 


sia  J.  T.  nucKwoKTir. 

Ffom  nn  vngrar'inij  tifter  Hit 


'li'll- 


I 


386 


REIGN  OF  GEORGE  III. 


I  n 


III 


closely  is  that  the  Red  Indiiins  were  exterminated  partly  by  the  settler-i, 
and  tlie  Mic  Macs,  partly  by  famine  and  disease.^ 

To  the  energy  of  Sir  John  Duckworth  St.  John's  is  indebted  for 
many  improvements ;  it  was  through  his  exertions  that  the  Act 
51  Geo.  III.  was  passed  in  1811.  In  September  of  that  year  His 
Excellency  i.ssiied  tlie  following  notice  : — 

"  Whereiis  l)y  an  Act  jnissod  in  the  fifty-first  year  of  His  Majesty'.s  reign, 
entitled  '  An  Act  for  taking  away  tlie  public  use  of  certain  ships'  rooms  in  the 
town  of  St.  John's  in  the  Island  of  Newfoundland,  <fec.,'  it  is  enacted  that  the 
several  ships'  rooms  therein  mentioned,  shall  and  may  be  granted,  let  and  possessed 
as  private  jiroperty.  Notice  is,  therefore,  hereby  given,  that  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  will  by  virtue  of  the  authority  in  him  vested  by  the  said  recited  Act, 
])roceed  to  let  or  lease  the  said  sevenU  fishing  rooms  in  lots,  for  the  accommodation 
of  those  who  may  be  inclined  to  build  thereon,  conformably  to  a  jdan  which  may 
be  seen  by  application  at  this  oRic;',  on  or  before  the  7tb  day  of  October  next." 

In  a  very  short  space  of  time  the  whole  of  this  area  was  let  on 
leases  for  thirty  years,  renewable  at  a  rental  amounting  to  £1,000  sterling 
per  annum.  A  considerable  space,  both  in  the  east  and  west  end  of  the 
town,  was  reserved  for  ships'  rooms  and  flakes  ;  it  is  within  the  memory 
of  most  of  us  when  all  the  frontage  below  Brookings  and  nenr 
Newman's  was  covered  with  flakes. 

Anspach  says  of  this  leasing  of  the  ships'  rooms  : — 
"  They  Avero  divided  into  a  certain  number  of  lots,  and  putnp  to  public  auction, 
in  leases  for  thirty  years,  renewable  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  upon  payment 
in  way  of  a  fine  of  a  sum  e(jual  to  (hivr  years'  rent  of  the  lot  so  purchased  if  built 
with  timber,  and  of  a  sum  ef|ual  to  one  year's  rent  if  built  of  stone  or  brick.  The 
])urcha:?er  of  a  lot  might  at  his  option  take  the  next  lot  adjoining  backward  at  the 

.■^ame  price  that  ho  paid  for  the  first.  Party  walls  be- 
tween adjoining  lots  were  to  be  built  of  brick  or  stone  of 
twenty  inches  thick,  to  stand  equally  on  each  lot.  The 
buildings  were  to  1)0  of  the  height  of  two  stories,  or  not 
less  than  eighteen  feet  from  sill  to  wall-plate,  and  no 
encroachments  were  to  l)e  made  on  the  space  alloted  for 
the  streets  by  bow-windows,  porches,  or  other  erections." 

The  merchants  petitioned  the  Crown  that  this 
money  might  be  retained  in  the  (Jolony,  for  the 
purposes  of  jn'oviding  ])olice,  lighting,  and  sewer- 
ing of  the  town,  and  to  aflbrd  protection  from 
tire.  This  rea.sonable  request  was  not  complied 
witli  ;  however,  through  Sir  Thomas'  representa- 
tions, a  few  permanent  police  were  established, 
but  ill  order  to  protect  themselves  from  fire,  the  Merchants'  Society 
had    to  Oi'Tanise  an   ass:,    iation  which  was  both  a  fire  brigade  and  a 


Mil.  t.WEN   STAUIl. 


'  Mr.  .Tames  ITowloy  ttlls  r.ie  that  tlii' 
whole  tioublo  was  caus.d  by  the  chief  of  the 
tribe.  He  iinderstood  liucliaii  iiad  the  pre- 
sents on  tlic  river  at  the  outlet  fi')ni  the  lake. 
He  went  thither  witii  the  English,  .md   wlien 


he  found  they  wore  a  lonjr  way  further  down,  he 
tinned  back,  and  created  a  suspicion  auiongst 
the  Indiaus  tbal  Huehan's  force  was  to  cap- 
tiu'e  theni.  On  his  return  he  took  them  all 
off  into  the  woods. 
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vigilance  cominittee  ;  it  was  managed  and  controlled  by  the  astute  and 
ul»i(|uitou8  McBraire. 

In  1812  besran  the  second  American  War.  The  ostensible  cause  wns 
the  right  of  search  claimed  by  England,  and  the  impressment  of 
Heamen.  The  reiil  jeason,  as  is  now  admitted  liy  nil  candid  American 
historians,  wa«  Madison's  re-election  as  President.  He  did  not  want 
war,  but  felt  that  his  chance  of  being  elected  again  depended 
upon  his  taking  that  course.  All  the  blood  that  wa-s  shed,  and  the 
English  and  American  property  destroyed  in  tliis  terrible  conflict, 
was  simply  to  gratify  the  inordinate  jwlitical  ambitiim  of  this 
unscrupulous  man.  For  once,  the  British  Government  were  ready  and 
prepared  for  t!ie  struggle  ;  in  St.  John's  alone  there  were  three  sail  of 
the  line  and  twenty-one  frigates,  with  tliirty-seven  sloops,  brigs,  and 
jschooners  of  war.  Mr.  Ewen  Stabb 
told  of  thirty  American  prizes  Ijeing 
In-oiightintothehiu-bour.  I  haveheard 
a  gentleman  describe  his  walking 
across  from  Bennett's  (now  Duder's) 
to  Alsitp's,  on  the  south  side,  on 
American  prizes  chained  togethei*.^ 

During  the  whole  of  the  conflict 
Newfoundland  was  in  a  groat  state 
of  pi'osperity ;  wages  were  high, 
provisions  were  very  dear,  having  all 
to  be  broujiht  from  Eu'dand  and  the 
British  provinces,  but  fish  and  oil 
and  all  our  produce  w;is  also  abnor- 
mally high.  On  board  the  captured 
vessels  were  all  sorts  of  valuable 
freights — Lyons  silks  and  whole 
cargoes  of  champagne.  The  clerks 
(it  Hunt,  Stabb,  Preston  \:  Co.,  prize 
agents,'''  sjient  their  Sunday  afternoons  firing  at  champagne  bottles  on 


ADMIRAI,  KKAT8. 

From  an  engraving  after  Jackson. 


'  Liceiicos  were  graiitod  in  September 
1815  to  seventeen  vessels  tVon)  St.  John's  to 
proceed  to  the  Urited  Stiites  for  provisions 
and  live  stock ;  out  of  these  eleven  were 
American  prizes.  They  included  the  Mercuri/, 
brig,  156  tons,  owned  by  Lung,  Kaiue,  &  Co. 
(Haine,  Johnston,  &  Co.)  ;  Aid,  schooner, 
(iO  tons  ;  Jahn  Duiiscomhe,  Diinscoinbe  & 
Harvey,  now  Harvey  &  Co.;  Morell,  01, 
.schooner,  Hrown,  Hoyles,  &  Co.;  and  the 
Ktpresn,  l;U,  W.  &  11.  Thomas  &  Co. 

■  Thomas  Stabb,  the  resident  partner  in 
this  firm,  wa.^  the  father  of  the  late  Ewen, 


Nicholas,  and  Dr.  Henry  Stabb — of  the 
Lunatic  Asylum.  The  clerks  in  the  firm 
who  shot  for  chrimpagne  were  Kwen  Stabb, 
Thomas  Brooking,  and  Samuel  I'rowse 
(afterwards  collector  at  Twillingate).  During 
this  period,  William  Carter,  Ksquire,  held  the 
lucrative  position  of  judge  of  the  Admiralty 
Court;  a  most  impartial  and  efficient  judije. 
1*.  W.  Carter  was  naval  officer  (after- 
wanls  the  well-known  senior  magistrate  of 
St.  .lohn's)  :  he  was  the  son  of  tfudge  Carter, 
and  father  of  our  esteemed  Chief  Justicei 
Sir  F.  B.  T.  Carter,  K.C.M.G. 
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a  guinpheatl  at  the  en<l  of  the  wharf ;  the  man  who  Unnckfu  the  head 
off  the  bottle  won  a  case,  the  one  who  niissed  had  to  pay  for  one. 

In  tlie  autumn  of  1812,  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  second 
American  War,  Newfoundhmd  lost  the  valuable  services  of  Sir  John 
Thomas  Duckworth;  he  was  invited  by  the  electors  of  New  Romni^y  to 
stand  for  Parliament,  and  had  to  resign  his  connnis^ion ;  he  was 
succeeded  by  a  still  more  distinguished  admiral,  Sir  Kichai'd  Godwin 
Keats,  K.B.*  The  naval  career  of  this  gallant  officer  ranks  with  the 
most  brilliant  in  the  heroic  annals  of  that  age.  Nothing  could  exceed 
his  activity  and  zeal  for  the  protection  of  the  island  from  the  attacks  of 
the  French  and  Americans. 

Our  American  cousins  pi'ide  themselves  on  their  naval  exploits  in 
their  two  great  wars  with  England  ;  the  Newfoundland  records  contain 
ample  evidence  of  their  losses  and  defeats  by  Englislj  cruisers,  and  very 
few  instances  of  their  success.     Occasionally  they  made  a  raid  on  some 


'  Sir  R.  G.  Keats  wns  born  on  the  16th  of 
JrtDuary  1757.  He  served  at  the  coinmeiu'c- 
ineni  of  the  American  War,  at  the  buniiu};  of 
Norfolk,  in  an  attack  ui>on  Hampton,  Vir- 
frinia,  and  at  the  capture  of  New  York,  Fort 
Wachinf^ton,  and  Rhode  L-iland.  As  a  lieu- 
tenant he  was  on  board  the  liumUles  in  the 
action  between  Keppel  and  D'Orvilliers,  tlie 
27th  July  1 778  ;  also  at  the  defeat  of  Don  Juan 
de  lionifrena  by  Kodney  on  ICth  January 
17Sn,  and  at  tlie  ensuing  relief  of  Gibraltar ; 
was  promoted  Commander  ieto  \\w  Rhinoceros 
sloop  of  war,  in  September  1783,  as  a  reward 
for  the  skilful  manner  in  which  he  had  eon- 
diu'ti'd  the  naval  part  of  an  expedition 
against  the  enemy's  small  craft  at  New 
Brunswick.  Captain  Keats  also  bore  a  dis- 
tiiig-.iished  part  at  the  capture  of  the  French 
40-gun  frigate  L'Aiyte.  In  1789  he  attained 
post  rank.  In  the  ensuing  war,  in  command 
of  the  (riilaleii,  he  attended  the  expedition  to 
(juib-Ton,  and  participated  in  the  capture  and 
destruction  of  several  of  the  enemy's  frigates 
and  other  vessels.  He  was  a  long  time  em- 
ployed in  the  Boadirea  in  watching  the  port 
of  Ilrest,  and,  on  the  2nd  July  1799,  com- 
manded part  of  the  force  under  Rear-Admiral 
Charles  Moriee  I'ole  in  an  attack  on  a 
Spanish  scpiadn^n  in  Aix  Roads  ;  anil,  in  the 
Supcrh,  distinguished  hiniselfin  the  defeat  of 
the  Franco-Spanish  sipiadrou  by  Sir  James 
Suumarez  in  the  Gut  of  Gil)ralt*r,  I'ith  July 
1801.  Keats  ran  his  ship  alongside  two 
Spanish  three-deckers,  and  engaged  them  both 
at  the  same  time  ;  then  making  sail,  he  passed 
out  from  between  them  unnoticed,  and  over- 
taking another  of  their  fleet,  whose  force  was 
more  proportionate  to  that  of  the  Suiterb,  he 
soon  ecmpelled  her  to  a  surrender.  The  two 
three-deckers,  uot  peiceiving  his  escape, 
loutinueu,  iu  the  darkness  ot   the  night,  to 


er^Mige  each  other,  until  they  both  caught  fire 
and  were  consumed  together  ;  thus  giving  to 
Captain  Keats  the  honour  of  having,  by  a 
masterly  manoeuvre,  occasioned  the  destruetiou 
of  two  first-raje  line-of-battle  ships  belonging 
to  the  enemy,  and  capturing  another  of  equal 
force,  with  a  comparatively  trifling  loss  on  his 
own  part.  He  accompanied  l^ord  Nelson  to 
the  West  Indies  in  18(i.")  in  pursuit  of  the 
Combined  fleets,  and  fought  as  tlag-eaptain 
to  Sir  John  Uuekworth  in  tlie  action  oflF 
San  Domingo  Ctli  February  18()(i,  and 
was  in  consequence  jiresented  with  a  sword 
valued  at  100  guineas.  In  October  1H07 
he  became  a  rear-admiral,  and  shortly  after- 
wards, on  the  outbreak  of  war  with 
Russia,  was  appointed  third  in  coniniand 
to  the  fleet  destined  for  the  Baltic,  under  the 
command  of  Sir  James  Saumarez  ;  and,  iu 
August  1808,  being  detached  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, he  was  the  instrument,  with 
his  flag  on  board  his  old  .ship,  the  SKpcrh, 
of  emancipating  from  French  thraldom  the 
Spanish  troops  stationed  in  the  Danish  pro- 
vinces under  the  Marquis  de  Roniana.  For 
the  able  maiiagemeiit  displayed  by  him  on 
this  oeea'ii<m  he  was  created  a  K.H.  He 
afterwards  served,  in  1809,  under  Sir  Richard 
Straehan  during  the  operations  against  ^^'al•■ 
elieren,  and  assumed  charge  iu  1810  of  the 
squadron  employed  at  the  defence  of  Cadiz ; 
and  in  1811  was  second  in  command  in  the 
Mediterranean.  From  181^3  to  1816  he  was 
Governor  and  Commander  in-Chief  at  New- 
foundland. In  1818  he  was  nomiuattd  a 
major-general  of  Marines,  and  made  a  full 
admiral  in  1825  ;  and  from  1S2I  till  his  death, 
in  1834,  he  held  the  (Joveruorship  of  Green- 
wich Hospital.  He  died  an  Admiral  of  the 
White. 
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remote  outport  of  the  Colony ; '  Major  George  Cnrtwriffht,  in  his  lot»<j 
(liaiy,  gives  a  giaphic  account  of  the  way  his  tine  businoss  at  Labrailor 
was  spoiled  and  plundered  by  an  enterprising  New  England  privateer 
in  the  American  war ;  there  is  nlso  an  account  of  the  capture  of  three 
of  our  sealing  schooners  in  1817,  given  in  the  statistics  of  the  Seal 
Fishery.'"^  The  destruction  of  American  conunerce  and  the  capture  of 
American  vessels  by  British  cruisers  in  our  wnters  exceeded  by  ten  to 
one  the  gains  on  the  Republican  side  ;  the  English  fleet  on  our  shores 
far  outnumbered  their  enemies.  Under  two  such  distinguished  naval 
officers  as  Duckworth  and  Keats,  the  Governors  of  Newfoundland  from 
1812  to  1814,  captains  vied  with  each  other  in  their  activity,  vigilance, 
and  smartness.  Ihe  Admiral  Governor  had  no  hours,  he  was  always 
on  duty. 

I   am  indebted  to  my   friend,  Mr.    R)bert  Pike   of  St.  Lawrence, 
for    the   two   stories    given   below  ^  about    privateering  on  our   coast. 


'  Mr.  Robert  L.  Newmiin  furnishes  me 
with  the  following  infornmtion  itboiit  the 
capture  of  their  vessels  by  American  and 
French  privateers  iu  the  war  of  1812,  taken 
trom  the  letter-books  of  their  firm  : — 

"1812.  The  Duck  sailed  from  Little  Bay, 
Fortune  Hay,  5  Deer,  for  Oporto.  On  the 
22  l^ecr.  was  taken  by  two  French  frigates, 
Lon.  16'04  Lat.  42'3,i,  who  let  her  proceed 
after  heaving  overlward  about  900  qtls.  of 
tish  in  order  to  put  aboard  100  prisoners, 
recaptured  by  an  Kuglish  frigate  and  taken 
to  Halifax. 

"  On  Jany.  23  1812.  The  Gosport  wai 
taken  by  a  French  privateer  La  Gavotte,  of 
1 6  guns,  who  let  her  proceed  after  plundering 
her  of  150  qtls.  fish. 

<•  In  1813.  The  St.  Lawrence  boarded  by 
an  American  privateer,  who  plundered,  de- 
stroyed, and  disabled  the  vessel  in  every  way 
possible,  flinging  overboard  the  cargo.  She 
bore  up  for  Uartmoiith  arriving  10  April. 

"  Dec.  1813.  The  Syren  captured  and 
scuttled  on  her  voyage  from  Oporto  to 
Newfoundland  by  an  American  privateer. 

"  12  March  1814.  The  Duck  was  cap- 
tured and  given  up,  to  bring  upward  of  100 
I'risoners  to  Kugiand,  alter  throwing  all  the 
fish  that  was  between  decks  overboard  to  make 
room  for  the  men. 

"  14  April  1814.  The  Selhi/  captured  on 
her  voyage  from  Little  Hay  to  Portugal  on 
the  Newfoundland  coast,  but  given  up. 

"13  Aug.  1814.  The  St.  Lawrence  on 
h'r  passage  to  Bilbao  with  a  cargo  of  fish 
was  captured  by  an  American  privateer,  re- 
captured by  a  British  frigate,  and  again 
captured  by  another  American  privateer,  the 
IKij/,  and  sent  to  America,  recaptured  again 
by  the  Knglish  and  sent  to  Portsmouth." 

'  See  statistical  chapter. 


'  In  1813  an  Irish  youngster  ran  away 
from  his  master,  Mr.  Bonnell,  in  St.  Law- 
rence, and  went  to  Lauu,  found  an  American 
privateer  there,  went  on  board  of  her  and 
joined  the  crew.  He  came  down  to  Great 
Sf.  Lawrence  with  the  Americans,  and  cap- 
tured a  Jersey  brig  belonging  to  a  firm  of 
three  brothers,  then  carrying  on  a  trade 
there.  The  privateer  was  commanded  by  a 
little  Irishman  named  Conolly.  She  was 
afterwards  captured  in  the  passage  between 
Columbier  and  St.  Pierre — known  as  Hell's 
Mouth — by  H.M.  cutter  Lictor,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieut.  McKillop,  K.N.  The 
privateer  got  in  the  Doldrums  (becalmed 
there),  and  surrendered  without  a  figbt. 

In  the  last  French  war,  before  the  battle 
of  Waterloo,  Mr.  Henry  lieck,  an  old 
Englishman,  ancestor  of  the  Becks  of 
St.  Lawrence,  had  his  fishing  skiff  armed. 
In  the  spring  of  1814  he  captured  a  large 
French  banker,  by  boarding  her  and  driving 
the  crew  off  the  deck.  He  was  taking  his 
prize  into  Harbour  Breton.  It  was  a  fine 
day.  The  French  cook  was  in  the  galley 
getting  dinner  for  all  hands.  An  altercaiion 
took  place  between  one  of  Beck's  fishermen 
and  the  cook ;  as  the  vessel  wum  passing 
Little  Cape  the  cook  threw  the  contents  of 
the  frying  pan  into  the  Knglishntan's  face. 
Minding  him.  This  was  a  preconcerted 
,'Mal  agreed  jon  among  the  French  crew ; 
tliey  seized  Beck's  men,  and  threw  Heck  into 
the  hold,  breaking  his  bones  ;  he  died  soon 
after.  The  Frenchmen  took  the  banker  to 
Boston,  U.S.,  where  the  St.  Lawrence  men 
were  kept  prisoners  until  the  autumn,  when 
they  returned  hom<». 

The  following  ships  were  captured  in 
1808  :  — 

The  Alfred,  Park,  Master,  from  New- 
foundland to  Poole,  and  Duhe  of  Kent  from 
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One  of  the  most  striking  events  of  this  war  was  the  capture  of  tito 
American  frif;ate  Chrsapc(d-e,  \}y  Hroke,  in  the  i^/udiiion  ;  tii.'  U)ariler3 
were  led  by  their  heniic  captain,  and  the  ship  struck  in  eleven  minutes, 
Mx".  Emeraon,  grandfathjr  of  the  HonouraMi'  the  Speaker,  had  a 
brother  a  midnhipmaii  in  iha  Shannon,  and  ho,  has  ofti'u  desfcribed  the 
excitement  in  Halifax  when  youn;;  L'eut.  Piovo  Wallis  brought  the 
prize  into  the  harbour.  In  connexion  with  this  immoi-tal  coniliat  there 
WU8  one  vary  curious  circumstance.  A  n\unber  of  Irish  liibouivi-s  werti 
on  board  the  brig  Duck,  belonging  to  Newman  &  Co.,  going  oiit  to 
Newfoundliind ;  their  vessel  was  captured  by  the  American  privateer 
Governor  Plumer ;  she  was  in  turn  captured  by  the  Enfflinli  privateer 
brig  Sir  John  Skerhroolce,  and  ns  the  Shannon  was  short  of  men  the 
Irishmen  were  put  on  board  of  her ;  one  of  these  labourers,  Darby 
Murphy,  used  often  to  relate  to  his  friends  how  he  captured  tho 
Yankee  frigate. 

Cffisar  Colclough,^  Tremlett's  successor  on  the  Supreme  Court  bench, 
arrived  in  St.  John's  in  September  1813,  from  Prince  Edward's  Island, 
in  jjlace  of  Tremlett,  who  was  sent  there  in  a  king's  ship.''  He  writes 
to  his  friend  Reynolds,  who  was  Postmaster-General  at  Lisbon,  in  the 
closing  year  of  the  great  Peninsular  War  : — 

"  St.  John's  Newfoiindlnnd, 
"  My  dear  Reynolds,  Sop.  '21),  1813. 

"  Fate  has  removed  mc  for  my  sins  to  this  cursed  spot  as  Chief  Justice  and 
I  have  by  chance  just  heard  that  you  are  Postniaster-Oeneral  at  Lisbon.  ]  write 
this  in  the  counting  house  of  a  fish  merchant,  whose  ship  is  bound  to  Lisbon.  I 
have  been  here  but  a  few  days " 

Colclough  remained  in  St.  John's  for  three  years;  he  was  not  much 
of  a  lawyer,  and  a  very  sorry  administrator;  he  had,  howevei-,  shrewd 
mother  wit,  and  the  true  Hibernian  faculty  of  "  gamnu)ging  the  Saxon," 
and  paid  particular  court  to  old  Sir  Richard  Keats,  impressing  on 
His  Excellency  the  great  and  patriotic   services  of  CiDsar  Colclough. 
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Newfoundland  captured  ;  recaptured  by 
II.M.S.  Melpomene.  Sent  for  Oporto  ; 
captured  again  1st  November. 

Union  of  Poole  from  Newfoundland 
captured  ;  recaptured  by  H.-MS.  Plover. 

Nancy  captured  by  French  privateer  ; 
retaken  by  H.^I.S.  Dragon. 

Live  Oak,  Wimboro,  Master,  from  New- 
foundland to  Oporto,  captured  by  three 
Spanish  rowboats;  cairied  into  Vigo  after 
an  engagement  in  which  one  man  was  killed 
and  three  wounded. 

Acorn  from  Newfoundland  to  Portugal 
captured  and  taken  into  Corunna. 


Margery  and  Mary  from  Newfoundland 
to  Denierara  uaptuioil ;  recaptured  and  taken 
to  Dominica. 

'  Chief  .lu-stice  Colelongb  lived  in  the  house 
near  Mr.  Eden's  !ibop,  liawlin's  Cro.s8.  He 
had  a  Uoyal  coat-of-arins  over  his  door,  and 
compelled  every  one  to  take  oft  his  hat  when 
passing  the  house.  When  one  of  the  Daltons 
was  a  trifle  vociferous  in  court  his  Honour 
appealed  to  him,  "  If  you  can't  be  civil, 
Mr.  Dalton,  be  as  civil  ns  j'on  can." 

2  On  the  28th  October  1811  charges  of 
partiality  and  corruption  were  made  by  the 
Society  of  Merchants  in  St.  John's  against 
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The  result  was  eminenUy  satisfactory ;  lift  had  privcticully  the  donnant 
CDinniiMHion  in  tl»e  Govoriior's  absence,  and  had  his  salary  raised  from 
£.'»()0  to  £1,000  a  year.  I  regret  the  inexoralile  reipiirenients  of  Hj):ice 
prevent  mo  from  q'lotin;^  uum',  from  this  humorous  and  fantastic 
Irishman's  letters,  but  it  is  quite  clear  that  in  a  diHiculty  he  was  little 
better  than  an  old  woman ;  he  got  out  of  all  troubles  hy  simply  n^lyin*,' 
on  the  strong  comuum  sense,  pers  )nal  influence,  and  energy  of  McBraire, 
who  was  n  iw  magistrate,  major-coinm m  lant,  ami  president  of  the 
Comn.ercial  Society.  The  ([uoiid  im  Serjeant,  with  Iiis  long  staff,  and 
humorously  forcible  way  of  knocking  down  all  opposition,  had  a  thousand 
times  more  power  and  influence  over  the  peopl'j  than  this  nl)surd 
Don  Pomposo. 

Colclough  reminds  us  forcibly  of  ThTickeray's  Malloney  of*  B.dly. 
M  dloney,  whu  invites  him  to  "  conie  over  to  O'Dowd  s  town,  my  boy  ;  we 
"  are  all  English  there,  witli  a  brogue  as  broad  as  from  here  to  the  Cove 
"  of  Cork."  The  Chief  Justice  was  always  running  down  his  c(mntrymen  ; 
he  exaggeratcMl  a  "  combine  "  to  raise  wages  in  the  tisliery  into  a  terrible 
political  conspiracy ;  he  hints  at  nnirder — the  only  evidence  he  could 
produce  was  one  soldier,  whose  evidence  was  worthless.  When  all  this 
blew  over,  then  he  begins  again  alxmt  the  Irish  faction  fights  on  the 
Barrens,  when  General  Finn  stripped  to  fight  General  Muldowney  for  the 
honour  of  Waterford  against  the  "  yallow  bellies  "  of  Wexford,     These 


the  Chief  Justice,  Thomas  Tremlett.  The 
SoiMoty  at  the  same  time  cliiir^eil  the  form^ir 
Chief  Justice,  John  Reeves,  Ksc].,  Law  Clerk 
to  tlie  Council  for  Trade,  with  peculation 
and  having  received  a  portion  of  the  salary 
of  each  of  his  successors.  The  accusations 
aj/ainst  lioti.  Tremlett  and  Iteoves  were 
proved  to  i..i  wholly  malicious  and  unfounded. 
In  his  report  on  the  case  (p.  ;i(')l)  .Sir  J.  T. 
Duckworth  declared  thai  Tremlett  win  u 
most  independent  J'.sdue,  that  he  had  good 
ahility  and  great  industry,  tluil  in  all  his 
conduct  there  was  not  the  most  remote 
appeaiance  of  corruption,  and  that  wlien  the 
complainants  were  called  upon  they  lid  not 
venture  to  charge  him  with  corrii  tion  in 
any  instance.  There  is  no  doul»t  J'remlett 
was  an  irritahle  old  bachelor ;  bis  manner 
was  rude,  and  he  swore  terribly.  He 
exchanged  iu  ISI.'J  with  Cuesar  Colclough, 
Chief  Justice  of  Prince  Kdward's  Island. 
Hoth  these  legal  luminaries  were  at  the  time 
under  a  cloud,  and  it  was  considered  a  good 
arrangement  to  give  each  a  new  sphere,  so  a 
man-of-war  carried  Chief  Jujfice  Tremlett 
to  the  Islanil,  and  on  her  return  voyage  in 
October  brought  hack  the  illustriou-' ('a;sar. 
I  am  indebted  to  Lieut. -Governor  Howland 
and  Judge  Alley  for  the  following  notes  ou 


the  careers  of  both  these  Judges  in  IVince 
Edward's  Island  :  —  Colclough,  an  Irish 
barrister  belonging  to  an  old  family  in 
Wexford,  was  appointed  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Island  ou  the  1st  May  IHO".  For  the 
first  few  years  he  gave  great  satisfaction ; 
afterwards  he  got  into  tro\ible  with  Governor 
Des  Barres,  and  wa-i  s  .spended  in  September 
181 '2.  Colclough  claimed  the  right  to  appoint 
the  sheriffs  ;  he  showed  himself  a  partisan 
on  the  side  of  the  ])roprietors  against  th-.! 
settlers'  society,  ktiowo  as  the  "  loyal 
electors."  Des  Hurres  was  recalled  through 
ihe  inlluence  of  the  proprietors,  and  Col- 
clough was  reinstated  ;  but  as  he  was  greatly 
disliked  in  Prince  Edward's  Islatul,  and 
Tremlett  was  unpopular  in  Newfoundland, 
they  exchanged  ollices.  Tremlett  as  a  Chief 
Justice  in  Prince  Edward's  Island  was  a 
complete  failure.  Com|>laints  were  made 
against  him,  but  the  Tory  (iovernor  shielded 
hicn.  At  last,  in  18"i4,  both  Governor  and 
Chief  Justice  were  removed  ou  an  appeal  to 
the  king,  supported  by  resolutions  from  an 
iiitlueutial  county  meeting.  Tremlett  died  at 
Truro,  Nova  tScotia.  His  ignorance  of  law 
and  practice  was  a  great  bar  to  his  success  in 
his  last  situation.  He  was  surly  and  unpdpular 
everywhere. 
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fi<,'litH  wen;  siuiply  for  "  (.livarision  "  ;  tlic  town  wns  dull  after  i\w  fiMlu-iy 
WUH  finiHluMl ;  tlu-ro  were  no  jioliticH  or  Houhk  of  AHsc^nhly,  no  polio*! 
office,  no  thcati't's,  not  even  a  Imzaar;  what  could  an  IriHh  boy  do  in 
those  times  without  a  bit  of  lively  fun?  McBraire,  who  knew  the 
Irish  well,  lan^ht'd  at  the  whole  tliin;^. 

The  Chief  JiiHticc'.s  description  of  the  great  riot  is  very  go'>d  in  its 
wa}'.  The  constables  came  in  to  say  that  if  he  did  not  go  out  the  town 
would  be  in  i-uins.  This  me-sarje,  ho  writes,  "was  delivered  without 
"  any  alleviation  by  a  beast  of  an  Iiisli  maid  servant,  whilst  I  was 
"  sittin''  in  Mrs  ColchMigh's  sick  p'oin  with  all  her  children  down  in 
"  the  measles,  with  the  addition,  '  Madam,  don't  let  him  out,  he  will 
"  '  probably  be  killed,  and  what  will  become  of  us  ? '  "  We  picture  t'le 
scene  of  Mrs.  Colclougli  woepijigon  his  neck.  He  said  he  was  not  to  be 
stigmatizeil  ns  a  coward,  so  out  he  must  go.  (Jtnis  were  fired  from  the 
Hill,  Fort  Townshend,  and  Fort  Williiim — a  signal  that  the  tro()i)s  wore 
coming.  When  the  gallant  Chief  Justice  arrived  on  the  Barrens  :  "  lo  ! 
behold  I  tliere  was  nobody  there,"  he  says;  "  McBraire  had  driven  them 
.off'."  Whatever  may  have  happened,  it  is  clear  the  riot  did  not  disturb 
old  Coote,  Mr.  Blaikie,  1'.  W.  (L'arier,  and  the  other  magistrates,  wlio 
were  having  a  good  dinner  at  the  hospitable  board  of  J)aviil  Tasker. 
The  fun  of  the  whule  tliinif  wns  that  the  crowd  followed  Colcli  uirh,  and 
hurrahed  him,  trying  to  make  him  believe  that  they  were  his  assistants. 
In  his  letter,  lie  seems  to  have  had  a  lurking  .suspicion  that  th.")  nudi 
were  mocking  him.  McBraire  would  have  invited  them  all  in  to  drink 
at  the  store.  Neither  priests,  bishops,  Colcloughs,  nor  justices,  could 
have  put  down  tlii^  faction  tights  ;  they  died  out  in  time,  and  were 
succeeded  by  the  more  lej>il;imate  "  divarsion  "  of  politics. 

I  judge  Cit'sar  Colclough  was  no  lawyer  from  a  correspondence  with 
the  very  able  Attorney-General  of  Nova  Scotia,  Uniacke.  The  Act 
pi'ovided  for  a  sole  judge ;  the  Chief  Justice  wanted  the  Governor  to 
appoint  an  associate  judge,  as  he  was  afraid  he  could  not  get  through 
the  term ;  Uniacke  pointed  out  that  an  acting  Chief  Justice  could  be 
appointed  in  ca,se  Colclough  was  sick  or  absent,  but  when  the  law 
provided  for  o?ic  judge,  the  court  would  be  illegally  con,stituted  with  two 
on  the  bench.  Colclough  was  a  mere  tool  of  the  Governor's,  a  striking 
contrast  to  Tremlett,  who  i)Ossessed  the  highest  quidities  of  a  judge- 
independence  and  impnrtiality.  Trcndett's  manners  were,  unfortunately, 
against  him;  a  crusty,  ill-tempered,  old  bachelor,  he  did  not  make 
friends. 

There  was  a  merchants'  society  in  St.  John's  in  these  days  whic'j 
had  been  constituted  about  1800 ;   its  object  was  to  afllbrd  a  medium  of 
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official  coinmunicatioii  and  consultutioii  between  the  Governor  and  the 
mercantile  body  about  convoys,  &c.^ 

Tlie  two  loadinj;  men  on  whom  Colcloa^h,  during  the  absence  of 

tlie  Governor  in  England,  relied   to  guide  him  in  his  difficulties  were 

McBraire   and   young    Mi*.    James  Stewart,*^   a  very    able,    intelligent, 
gentlemanly  man. 

It  is  veiy  doubtful  if  the  conspiracy  referred  to  by  Colclough  really 
ever  existed,  except  in  his  own  imagination ;  there  was,  however,  a  good 
deal  of  excitement  amongst  the  people,'  especiiilly  the  Irish,  who  formed 
tlie  great  bulk  of  the  "shi|)ped"  servants  in  St.  John"  ,  concerning  the 
change  in  v.-ages  ;  the  rumour  had  govie  abroad  that  "  wages  were  to  be 
cut."  Some  of  the  merchants  were  very  shrewd  business  men  ;  they 
knew  that  the  war  was  drawing  to  a  close  ;  France  and  America  were 
e.xhausted,  Napoleon's  star  was  om  the  wane,  Trafalgar  and  Wellington's 
Peninsular  campaign  had  delivered  Europe  from  his  thraUlom  ;  they 
fully  realized  that  if  men  were  shipped  on  tl'e  old  terms,  should  peace 
l)e  suddenly  proclaimed,  the  war  prices  for  tisli  they  were  then  getting 
would  come  down  with  a  crash,  with  the  high  prices  they  iiad  to  pay 
for  provisions  and  outfit,  ami  with  large  sums  for  wages  tailing  due  in  the 
antunui,  they  would  all  g(j  under.  IMcBraiie  forcibly  impressed  this  on 
his  brother  Merchants,  but  they  had  aJl  been  making  moiney,  the  war 
had  lasted  with  the  French  alinocu  continuously  since  17<S!),  mo.st  of 
them  believed  it  v.ould  still  continue:  they  did  not,  therefore,  take  the 
wise  precaution  of  pieparing  for  a  -udden  fall  in  the  mai'kets. 

Not  only  Newfoundland,  but  all  British  North  America  had 
prospered  by  the  war.  dm.  aied  with  the  United  States,  the  British 
Provinces  wore  very  small  and  very  thirdy  populated  ;  during  hostilities, 
however,  all  the  trade  with  Newt\»un<llani!,  hitherto  monopolized  by  the 
Americans,  had  fallen  into  tlxeir  hands.  They  supplied  all  the  lumber, 
cattle,  butter,  osits,  corn,  hay,  and   other  produce  that  had   alvHvs   been 


'  The  Chamber  of  romwerce  of  St.  JoJhi's 
Wits  foiiii'leil  '•  tilt'  lilitli  Ocvoiiibcr  IHa;J. 
First  Tri'siiK'Ut,  N.  W,  Hojios  (fafhiT  of 
Sir  lliiirh  Hovk's)  :  SL'orctu'-y,  John  Hoyil 
(luflier  of  Mrs.  .laim  «  Haini). 

'■'  I  hav  hciipl  several  person-'  >]ii'ak  in 
ni'her  (lispurafiin.  tenU'i  of  'liis  jjentleinan 
(who  fonnded  th'  firm  of  J..  W.  .Stewart ), 
so  I  >M>n-<ulted  ti-  late  .\lr  Hr  un,  who  knew 
him  well.  He  say. s  Stewart  *  .■  line  inuii  of 
very  superior  parts,  a  perfi  ;i;entleiriaii. 
In  contiaiiihtiiicti.iii  to  tlie  olJ  li  of  Kenme 
Stuart  &  (-0  ,  in  whieh  he  had  heeii  resident 
partner,  his  ustabli'^hnieiit  was  afterwards 
generally  know  as  "  toxy  Stewin-<'<  " 

■'  lu  18ia  a  very  large  Couiii.t'^ioii  of  the 


I'eaoi'  was  issued,  under  which  the  fi)lIop - 
hifi  gentlemen  were  appointed  .Tiistiee>i:  — 
t'oote,  ({room,  Hev.  Mr.  Holand,  and  Hlaikiu 
ina^Mstrates  for  St.  John's  ;  Hev.  F,  Carring- 
t  11  and  Lilly  for  llarhoiir  (Jraee ;  Hev. 
.1.  Chiircli  and  Hurrell,  Trinity  ;  F.fiar,  (iieens- 
poiid  ;  I'ord,  lioiiavista;  .McKie  and  .Viigell, 
Hav  Mulls;  W.  I'ai^'r,  Ferryhind  ;  Kradsbaw 
and  IJIaeklmni,  I'lacentia  ;  (.iosse,  Carlmiiear  ; 
.Vnthoiiie,  Fortune  Hay;  Hryant,  Ferr}  laud  ; 
I'hippard,  St.  Mary's  ;  I'liison  and  S.  I'rows^ 
fiu'  Labrador.  For  the  Island  fjeoerally,  the 
followiuj;  naval  officers: — Captain  Klliolt, 
Cooksley,  Skekel,  Campbell,  Holbroiik, 
Hiiehan;  also  the  Hev.  b.  (Jarriiiffron,  and 
1'.  C  Le  (Jeyt,  the  CJovornor's  Sccretiiry. 
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procured  from  America ;  of  course,  tliey  cotild  not  furnish  all  the  flour 
tliat  was  re(iuired,  but  it  shows  what  progress  they  were  making  that 
out  of  eighty-tive  tliousand  cwt.  of  hread  and  Hour,  British  Amt-rica 
supjilied  Xewfoundhuid  iti  KSl.'}  with  nearly  twelve  tlxjusand  cwt.,  also 
with  fourteen  liumlred  oxen,  fourteen  hundred  shee;),  and  two  and  a 
quarter  million  feet  of  board.  As  an  illustration  that  it  was  war  time 
and  high  wages,  we  have  the  enormous  quantity  of  four  hundred  and 
twenty-six  tlum.sand  gallons  of  rum  and  spirits  im]iorted,  besides  all  the 
French  brandy  captuied  in  the  French  and  American  prizes.  There 
were  nearly  seventeen  thousand  men  em])loyed  in  tlio  tisliery  and  trade  ; 
this  would  give  about  twenty-si.\  gallons  per  man  ;  but  tlie  amount 
inqiorted  was  only  a  small  portion  of  the  liciuor  brought  into  the  Colony, 
there  weie  prizes  with  whole  ship  loads  of  chanipagne  and  larg"  cargoes 
(>f  French  brandy  and  wines :  all  were  sold  l)y  the  prize  agents  in 
St.  John's.  It  has  always  been  told  as  a  tradition  tiiat  the  head  of  the 
firm  of  prize  agents  never  asked  anyone  to  his  table  under  a  first 
lieutenant;  as  thex'e  were  from  thirty-tive  t(j  forty  vessels  of  war  on  the 
coast,  it  was  about  as  much  as  he  could  be  expected  to  do. 

Whatever  wei-e  the  intentions  of"  the  merchants  about  wages,  no 
reduction  Mas  attempte«l.  In  1S14  £(50  and  even  £7^  was  paid  to  a 
connnon  hand  at 
the  fishery.  Avhilst 
a  splitter  obtained 
from  £90  to  £140 
for  the  season.  No 
doubt  the  merchants 
were  either  en- 
courageil  to  gi\e 
the.se  high  wages  by 
the  results  of  1813, 
or  else  they  wert; 
compelled  to  do  so 
against  their  will  ;  1 
think  most  probably 
they  acted  on  com- 

]iulsion ;  certainly  no  prudent  men  would  run  such  fearful  risks  if  they 
could  help  it.' 

'  111  Li.ut.Clmpppirs book,  "The  f'ruizc  the  priFoncr  piilty,   CniitHin  Ciiinpliell,  H.N., 

of   the    liii.sdiiiuitil."    we   liavo   an   iiccoinit  ol  tin-  suvrofiiiti',  passed,   the  following  si'iitoiice 

the  soeiul  life  of  the  Colonv  written  in  a  very  on   the    eiilprit  :    "  I'risoner,    mhi    have    been 

siipfifieial    milliner.       lie  ileseribe«   the  trial  found     KniUv,       after      the      most     mature 

of  an   Irish  ii>liernian    for  getting   tlrunk   at  d.  liberation,      of       iiiiruly      and      (liHi>rderly 

the    latter  end    ot    the    fishing    season.     The  eondiiet ;    the  law    In  sueh  a    case    warrants 

jury   in  the   Surrogate    Court  having   found  the    court    to    cancel    all     your    claim    for 


rAUMLU   AM)  OIRI    -il'I.ITTlXi    llSll. 

t'i'iim  a  drairiHij  in  /lie  li.M. 


TITLES  TO  LAND. 


The  (jreat«*!iit  event  oecnrriiifj;  uncte-'  tlie  governorship  of  Sir  Kichard 
Keats  was  tin-  onl.-i-  from  the  Homic  Goviirniiient  to  ^n-ant  titles  to  lauds 
m  the  Colony.  This  chan^i'  was  brou.;ht  about  by  various  ca\ises,  by  the 
sufirestions  and  recnnmiciidations  of  («i»wer  and  Duckworth,  Vait  at  the 
last  chieHy  by  an  orpmized  determination  on  the  part  of  the  Merchants 
Society  to  imild  houses  without  His  Excellency's  consent.  A  fund  was 
provided  to  test  the  l.':;ality  of  the  prohibitory  orders  against  the 
erection  of  buil<lipf,'s ;  •  this  movement,  which  was  peaceable  and 
constitutional,  is  stiuiuatize<l  l-y  I'edley  as  refractory ;  no  doubt  it  was 
thought  so  by  the  Governor.    Tiie  author  tuid  instigator  of  this  opposition 
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wiigin  but  in  consideration  of  your  fornior 
iiKU '<'i'''.as  chiiractor,  of  your  Uii-fje  fauiily, 
and  of  your  niasti-r  having  himself  supplied 
tlie  means  of  iutoxieation,  you  me  hereby 
sentenced  to  be  nnileted  of  oiili/  one  halj' 
of  your  wnt/cs  as  n  penalty  for  your 
drunkenness  and  iiiisoonduct."  "  The  effect," 
says  Cliuppell,  "  produced  by  this  righteous 
judjfuient  was  instantaneous ;  the  counten- 
ances of  the  fishermen  brightened,  whilst 
those  of  the  masters  fell.  .  .  t)ur  good 
Captain  maintained  the  same  impartiality 
and  lenity  throughout  the  whole  line  of  his 
judicial  career " 

The  prices  of  fish  mentioned  by  Chap- 
pell  are  very  high  ;  'J(is.  jut  ipiintal  in  out- 
l)orts,  32s.  in  St.  John's,  and  42.«.  sterling 
in  Portugal.  No  wonder  the  merchants  made 
fortunes.  Glorious  times  when  ^30,000  in 
gold  was  obtained  for  an  ordinary  3,(100 
quintal  cargo.  The  fish  was  smuggled  into 
JSpain  from  I'ortugal,  and  the  Newfountlland 
merchants  ha<l  the  whole  I'eninsular  markets 
and  Italy  without  a  rival.  Their  immense 
success  in  these  days  led  to  reckless  trading, 
and  the  final  crash  at  the  peace  in  1818. 

Knder  Sir  liichard  G.  Keats  in  1813 
three  men  of  war  wintered  in  the  Island, 
11..M..S.  ('rrsceiit  in  St.  .loiin's,  II. M.S. 
Pludstmt  at  Feiryland,  11. M.S.  Vn»in'thvns 
at  I'lacentia.  (liapiiell  meniiims  the  public 
reading  room  in  St.  .lohn's  sui)piied  with  all 
the  English  daily  papers,  the  "  St.  John's 
(Ja/.ette,"  and  most  of  the  Mrilish  monthly 
jiublications.  He  says:  "The  President  of 
the  committee  <if  merchants  was  an  Irish- 
man of  low  origin  who  had  been  a  Serjeant 
in  the  rebel  army  at  the  buttle  of  Vinegar 
Hill."  Kvidently  Mi'llraire  had  not  invited 
the  lieutenant  to  dinner.  There  were  over  a 
dozen  men-of-war  in  port.  'Phe  convoy  did 
not  sail  from  St.  John's  until  Mth  Uecember 
IH 13,  and  the  fishing  fleet  joined  theconxoy 
again  at  t^ueenstown  in  the  Kehniary  ftdlowing. 
Chappel  mentions  the  Lomion  Tavicu-S' ;  this 
was  kept  by  Cornelius  (.^uirk  ;  it  was  in  Cower 
Street  and  Duckworth  Street.  On  2.')th  August 
180(),  (^uirk  was  allowed  to  extend  his  large 
public   room,   to  widen   his   kitchen,  and  to 


enlarge  his  store.  This  i.s  the  tavern  men- 
tioned by  Dr,  Chiippell  as  being  the  best  iu 
St.  John's ;  it  had  a  good  billiard  room. 
(Juirk  was  ancestor  to  Ciuirk  who  used  to 
live  at  Hally  Haly. 

Ross's  Valley  was  called  after  Captain 
Uo8s,  U.E.,  commanding  the  Royal  Engineers 
in  180G. 

'  Lkttkis    from    the  Governor,  M.    K.  Mri.- 

BANKR,     to      GkOIUJK      HrTCIIINS,     Esip, 

dated    Government    House,    St.    John's, 
Newfoundland,  loth  October  17i)0. 

"  Sill, — -I  have  considered  your  request 
respecting  the  alteration  which  you  wish  to 
make  in  your  Storehouse,  near  the  waterside, 
and  as  it  appears  that  tlie  alteration  will  not 
be  any  ways  injurious  to  the  Fishery,  you 
have  hereby  permission  to  make  it.  As  to 
Alexander  Long's  house  which  lias  been 
built  contrary  to  His  Majesty's  express 
commands,  made  known  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  place  by  my  Proclamation  of  the  13th  of 
last  October,  it  must  and  shall  coi:>e  dowii. 
The  pretence  now  set  up  of  its  being  inie'ul  'd 
as  a  craft-house  serves  rather  to  agirravato 
than  exteumite  the  oft'ence,  for  by  the  confes- 
sion of  your  tenant  to  the  Magistrate  who 
forbade  him  to  go  on  with  the  work  after  it 
wai  begun,  as  well  ;vs  to  me  when  I  viewed 
the  liouse  on  Saturday  last,  no  such  \ise  was 
to  be  nuide  of  it :  as  he  said  it  was  intended 
only  as  a  covering  to  his  potato  cellar, 
tlioiigh  there  is  a  complete  chimney,  if  iu)t 
two  in  It,  i.id  lodging  for  at  least  six  or  eight 
dieters.  I  shall  embrace  this  opportunity  of 
warning  you  against  maki'ig  an  inqjroper 
vise  of  any  (  llier  part  of  (what  you  are  pleased 
to  call )  yo  r  ground,  for  you  may  rest  assured 
that  every  house  or  other  building  erected 
upon  it  h'Tcafter,  without  the  permission  (in 
writing)  of  the  Governor  for  the  time  being 
(except  such  building  and  erection  as  shall 
be  actually  on  purpose  for  the  curing,  salting, 
drying,  and  husbanding  of  Eish,  whioh  the 
fishermen  from  any  part  of  His  ]^lajesty's 
European  dominions,  qualified  agreeable  to 
the  Act  of  the  loth  and  lltli  of  William  the 
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to  English  tyi'anny  Wiis  Dr.  William  Carson,'  tlio  real  founiler  of 
ajfriculture  and  constitutional  government  in  the  Colony.  (Jovei-nor 
Duckworth  wrote  to  the  Home  CJovernment  asking  leave  to  confiscate 
a   number   of    pamiililets  "  coming   from     Scotlatul,    which   are   of    a 

"  very  libellous  character 
''  concerning  the  authorities 
"  and  the  system  of  govern- 
"  ment  in  tlie  Colony " ;  he 
also  understood  "  ihat  another 
"  is  being  prepared  by  the 
"  same  pen,  of  a  stdl  more 
"  infamous  character,  and  he 
"  thought  these  monstrous 
"  firoceedings  should  be 
"  stopped."  The  pamphleteer 
was  Dr.  Carson,  After 
rending  the  whole  correspon- 
dence, there  can  be  very  little 
doubt  that  tlie  doctor  was 
largely  influenced  by  personal 
rancour  in  making  these 
attacks ;  both  Governors — 
Duckworth  and  Keats — 
treated  him  with  unpardonable 
rudeness.  They  declined  to  let 
hiiu  peruse  the  records,  and 
what  stung  more  than  any- 
thing else,  refused  to  pay  his  legal   salary  as  surgeon  to  the  volunteer 

Third,  tuid  tlio  l.'ith  cf  Georjre  the  Third,  (if  the  house  above  mentioned,  which  you  will 
have  a  right  to    ereut  without  rtskinj:  perniis-       no  doubt  assist  him  in  executinj;. 


IIR.  CARSON. 

From  a  silhoiutte  in  the  pox/ifssicn  of  tiis  dinightcr, 
Mrs.  Job. 


sion)  must  unavoidaI)l.v  be  taken  down  and 
removed  to  obedienee  to  his  Majesty's  siiid 
commands.  And  it  may  not  he  amiss  at  tiie 
same  time  to  inform  you,  I  am  also  directed 
not  to  allow  any  posse.isioti  an  prirate  pro- 
pert  1/  to  be  Idken  (if,  or  am/  right  of  prnpnii/ 
wlinterer  to  lir  nckiiowli'dgid  in  an;/  land 
nhatrrer  which  is  uot  actually  employed  in 
the  Fishery,  in  terms  of  the  aforementioned 
Act,  whether  possessed  by  pretended  grants 
from  fornur  Governors  or  from  any  other  (no 
matter  w lial )  i;nw arranluble  pretences— there- 
fore it  behoves  you,  with  all  possible  dispatch, 
to  employ  the  whole  of  the  frround  which  you 
now  lay  claim  to  in  the  Fishery,  lest  others 
should  profit  by  your  ne{!;lect,  and  make  that 
use  of  it  which  the  liCfrisluture  of  Great 
liritain  intended  should  he  made  of  all  the 
laud  in  this  Country,  and  without  whi<'h  no 
one  has  a  right  to  claim  it  as  bis  own.  The 
Nheriif  will  have  dinctiuiw  ukout  the  rcuiuval 


"   I  nm,  &c., 
"  To  George  Hutchings,  Ksq." 
—  Wauukn's  Lerlure,  .\pp.,  pp.  xv.-xvi. 

'  Dr.  William  Carson  came  to  St. 
John's  in  1808.  He  had  jira-tispd  for  four- 
teen years  in  Hirniinghani,  Knirland  ;  he  ob- 
tained the  liighest  medical  honours  from 
the  I'niversity  of  Fdinburghi  his  character 
and  standing  is  certified  by  the  eight  principal 
physicians  of  ISirminghani.  He  was  appointed 
surgeon  to  the  Loyiil  Volunteers  of  St.  ilohn's 
in  't'09,"Tiut  when  the  corps  was  augmenied 
to  ten  companies,  denominated  "  Tlie  Loyal 
\'oluntter  Kangers,"  Carson  was  <lisn',iss>'d 
Irom  the  position  of  surgeon.  In  an  indig- 
innt  letter  to  (lovernor  Dm-kworth  occurs  the 
following  high-tlown  pa:sage  : — "The  dark 
and  secret  nuicliinntiona  of  the  n»aligi:ant 
nnvy  tef  se  but  cannot  irritate  me,  the  arm  of 
power  may  humble  my  mind  but  OHUUol 
vubdue  it." 


DR.  CARSON. 
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hrlfade.^  Carson,  a  detorniinod,  pertinaciouri  character,  wns  not  to  be 
put  down  l)y  any  innnber  of  o!d  admirals  or  liangerH-on,  like  Colt'loujjh 
and  the  Government  House  cliiiue ;  he  stuck  to  his  point,  and  ultimately 
got  his  pay.  . 

Carsf)n  was  an  old  Whig,  of  the  same  school  as  Sydney  Smitli  and 
the  Edinlmi-gh  Keviewei-s  ;  th*'re  were  many  abases  in  his  time,  and  he 
exposed  them.  Douglas  Jerrold  says  of  the  Conservatives  of  his  day, 
"  they  would  not  allow  a  rat  hole  to  be  a  rat  hole,  but  a  healthy 
ventibitoi'."  In  the  same  s])irit.  Dr.  Carson  was  attacked  and  persecuted 
by  tlie  Governors  and  their  minions  ;  the  profound  learning  of  Ciesar 
Colclough  was  invoked  by  His  Excellency  as  to  what  should  be  done 
to  this  daring  pamphleteer ;  but  Colclough,  though  he  breathed  anathemas 
on  tlie  head  ot  the  doctor,  gave  fortli  but  a  very  uncertain  sound  on  the 
subject  of  proset'uting  him.  The  authorities  at  home  gave  the  Governor 
also  but  little  satisfaction ;  there  were  plenty  of  libe's  at  the  time  on  the 
Prince  Regent,  and  very  little  satisfaction  had  been  got  out  of  pro- 
secuting the  libellers.  The  fat  Adonis  of  forty  had  not  raise<l  his 
ii^putation  l)y  libel  information,  so  the  English  Ministry  recounuended 
tlieir  Excellencies,  Duckworth  and  Keats,  to  possess  their  souls  in 
p?aoe,  and  to  let  Dr.  (parson  alone.  The  following  extracts  sliow 
the  character  of  these  slanders.  They  appear  very  logical,  moderate, 
and  well  expressed.  The  statement  of  facts  is  unanswerable,  aud 
the  conclusions  on  the  subject  of  the  government  of  the  Colon\^  are  tlit; 
only  ones  that  a  i-easonable  man  could  arrive  at.  The  first,  publishtMl 
in  1811,  contains  "  the  libellous  and  scurrilous  attack  "  complained  of  by 
Governor  Duckworth  :  — 

"  A  naval  cominnndiT  accustomed  to  receive  obedience,  wliether  liis  oidci'S  are 
dictated  by  justice  or  injustice,  by  reason  or  false  iircjiidice,  cannot  be  expected  to 
brook  with  temper  any  opposition  to  his  will.  The  man  whose  duty  calls  upon 
him  to  (l('f(>nd  liis  i-iuliis,  and  the  just  interest  of  his  family,  in  ojjposition  to  the 
opinion  and  passions  ol' sncb  a  Go\ernor,  will  liavo  but  a  small  chance  of  success. 
An  act  of  iudepend.'ncc  would  be  artaijincd  as  an  act  of  mutiny.  All  the  influence 
of  his  office,  all  the  iii'la  of  bis  satellites  would  be  marshalled  to  effect  bis  over- 
throw.  Accustom  'il  to  use  force  to  kmici';  down  opj)osition — force  being  th«> 
]'owcr  lui  knows  best  bow  to  diiect — the  toils  of  investitiation,  deliberation,  and 
judgement,  are  seldom  had  recourse  to  by  a  Naval  Governor." 

The  following  is  from  the  Doctor's  second  tract,  "  the  poi.sonous 
publication  and  vicious  pamphlet,"  referred  to  by  Sir  Uichard  Keats. 
If  these  ancient  admirals  cou'.d  only  have  lived  to  see  our  local   press  at 


'  He  mentions  in  his  second    pamphlet,       pmil,    iin    office  uo^   hold   by  his   griiudoon, 
iei:{,   thiit  he   hiid  hei'ii  (Hsniissoil   from   his       Dr.  Henry  Sheo. 
offices  ut'  surireou  tu  the  vulutiteers  utid   the 
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olectioneeriii}^^  titnc,   how  would  tliey  feel  when  ])r.  Carsoii'.s  papers  ho 
hurt  their  pride  ! — 

"  T  am  fur,  vory  far  indeed,  from  wishing  to  impui^n  the  mofcivps  of  the  Govprnors. 
I  am  even  disposed  to  allow,  thnt  tliey  hiivo  been,  for  the  most  part,  !\ottiated  by 
the  best  intentions.  It  is  the  habits  of  Naval  Commanders,  generating  a  fondness 
for  arbitrary  rule,  and.  thereby  recpi'-ring  h  passive  submission  to  their  will,  utterly 
unfitting];  them  to  ))roHido  at  the  head  of  a  Goxei'iinient  not  posse-fsing  the  iisui!! 
necessary  reatrahits.  It  is  the  undertaking  a  high  situation,  with  the  duties  of 
which  they  caiirp-it.  !)0  acquainted,  that  I  wish  to  expose  and  di'rido,  as  inconsistent 
with  just  moral  conduct,  derogatory  to  the  character,  and  hostile  to  the  privileges 
of  liritons. 

"  The  inhabitaats  of  Newfoundland  are  ti'uly  loyal,  and  attached  even  to 
enthusiasm,  to  the  glory  and  interest  of  the  liiitish  nation.  They  are  uiiifoi'mly 
desirous  of  obtaining  the  good  o])inion,  and  the  good  will  of  their  (tovernors. 
This  fact  has  been  strongl\  manifested,  on  the  arrival  of  each  succeeding  Governor  ; 
Hut,  no  sooner  did  they  become  entangled  in  the  Gothic  system  of  jmlling  down 
fences,  stages,  and  houses  ;  no  sooner  did  thev  cominencc  the  blasting  system  of 
favoiu'itisin  and  pi-usoription,  than  all  hopes  of  imiirovoment  were  dissipated,  and 
the  mind  recoiled  into  gloomy  despondency. 

"  The  only  remedy  against  the  e\  ils  flowing  from  the  present  system,  will  bo 
found  in  giving  to  the  people,  what  they  most  ardently  wish,  and  what  is  un(|ues- 
tionably  their  right,  a  civil  Government,  consisting  of  a  resident  (iovernor,  a 
Senate  House  aru!  ilouse  of  Assembly. 

"  I  shall  as  oriefly  as  possible,  endeavour  to  point  out  thi'  advantages  that 
would  flow  to  this  island,  and  the  mother  country,  from  the  »stablishinent  of  a 
eivil  (iovernment,  and  from  the  a|)pro])riation  and  cultivatiiui  of  the  lands.  In 
doing  this  I  shall  have  to  combat  some  prejudice,  and  som«^  ei'ror.  The  island  of 
]S'ewfoundland  has  been  re|)resented  as  destitute  of  soil;  the  atmosphere  as 
unfriendly  to  vegetation:  agriculture  as  injurious  to  a  fishery;  and  the  country 
C()loni/ed  as  cuntriiry  to  the  intei'est  of  the  British  merchants,  and  incompatible 
with  the  policy  of  the  mother  country.'' 

As  the  result  ol"  the  iietiim  of  the  iiierchaiits  aiul  the  jmimadversions 
of  the  doctor,  Sir  Richard  Keats'  instructions  from  Eiigluud 

'■  Directed  his  attention  to  the  propriety  of  authorising  the  cultivation 
of  those  lands  of  the  colony  which  might  bo  applicable  to  that  purpose.  He 
was  therefore  to  consider  himself  authorised  to  grant  leases  of  small  portions 
of  land  to  industrious  individuals  for  the  purpose  of  cultivation,  taking 
care,  however,  to  reserve  an  annual  ijuit-reut,  either  nominal  or  real, 
according  to  the  circumstances  of  each  indivitluil  <ase.  In  furtherance  of  tiio 
design  contemplated  by  this  instruction,  the  lollowing  notice  was  published, 
beaTiiig  date  June  26,  1H13  :— 

"  '  All  resident  and  industrious  inliabitiiuls  desirous  of  obtaining  small  grants 
of  land  for  the  purposes  -U  cultivation  in  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  John's,  subject 
to  very  moderate  qnit-r-.-nts,  are  desired  to  give  in  their  ajjplicatioiis  to  the  office  of 
the  Secn-tary  to  the  (ioviTnor.  bi  tV^  the  last  day  of  -fuly.' 

"  Before  issuing  this  order.  His  Kxcellency  had  called  for  a  return  of  all  lands 
that  were  already  r'ykiiBfc-ii  outside  the  town  of  St.  .loliu's,  wiih  the  titles  on  which 
the  several  claims  w.-r.  based,  whem  it  appeand  that  the  inhabitants  were  pro- 
ceeding rather  raj nil\  to  do  tiiir  theaist.  Ives  *>  hat  they  had  tardily  received  iiom 
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the  Government  permisHion  to  do,  and  this  without  the  condition  annexed  in  the 
latter  case.  The  return  showed  that  between  October  •J.'j,  1H12,  and  Jul}'  10,  18i;J, 
twenty-six  persons  had  enclowed  plots  of  land  of  various  dimeusionn,  but  umounting 
in  the  aggregate  to  seventy. live  acres. 

"  The  following  extracts  are  taken  from  the  letter  of  the  Govorner  to 
Tjord  Bathurst,  reporting  the  success  of  this  ineasure.  They  also  afford  a  giimpfce 
of  the  .s(jiiattiiig  system  which  had  begun  to  prevail,  and  of  new  ideas  which  woi'e 
dawning  in  people's  minds  as  to  tho  agricultural  capacities  of  the  country  : — 

''Hie  measure  which  I  was  authorised  to  adopt,  of  making  small  grants  of 
land  to  industrious  individuals  for  tho  purpose  of  cultivation,  has  been  generally 
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received  ■with  becoming  gratitude,  notwithstanding  pains  have  been  taken  to 
induce  the  lower  classes  to  ascribe  th<-  bounty  of  (-overnmeiit  to  a  wrong  motive. 
In  proceeding  to  execute  this  part  nf  my  intstriwcious,  It  becatne  neci'ssiiry  to  luiike 
.some  erKpiirv  into  the  lands  at  presi  nt  eiichwed,  or  in  cultiviition,  ard  into  the 
titles  by  which  those  in  occnjiaiicy  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  John's  are  held.  And  it 
is  evident  that  tho  possessors  of  a  c  ii-i<ieral)le  portion  of  them  have  no  otlni- 
claims  than  that  which  occupancy  may  kx.-  permitted  to  t.stablish.  St.  .Tolm's,  with 
a  population  of  nearly  lO.OUO,  set'ms  id  have  grown  out  of  its  original  situation, 
and  to  be  changing  its  charai  tcr  from  a  fishery  to  a  large  comnieieial  town,  and 
for  a  Consiidciablo  tiui.^  [iiist  has  oll'erod  such  adviintagcs  to  the  farmer  and 
gardener,  as  to  overcome  all  the  restrnints  which  nature  and  the  oolicv  of 
(iovernment  have  laid  on  the  cultivation  of  a  soil  c-tTtninly  less  sterile  than  it  hiis 
generally  been  considered.  More  than  a  thousand  acres  are  in  cultivation,  and  as 
many  more  perhajis  enclosed,  the  produce  of  which  is  confined  to  hay,  ])()tatoes, 
niid  vegi'tiil'ie.?  of  various  kinds,  crops  of  which  may  be  seen  as  plentiful  as  in 
Uughmd,  whilst  the  environs  of  the  town,  the  natural  beauties  of  which  ure  very 
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striking,  present  to  tbo  view  several  neat,  well-cultivated,  and  productive  little 
farms. 

"'It  is  a  circumstance  particularly  favourable  to  agriculture  that  Lusbantlry 
does  not  interfere  with  the  fisheries,  and  that  the  fisheries  supply  the  farmer  with 
manure.  The  lands  may  bo  prepared,  and  the  crops  i)ut  in  and  taken  out,  boforo 
the  commencement  of,  and  after  the  fishery  is  over.  With  these  advantiiges,  and 
that  of  a  certain  and  profitable  market,  the  desire  to  possess  land  for  several  years 
has  been  eager  and  general.  Proclamations  rej)eated  by  my  predecessors,  forbidding 
perscMis  to  take  jjossession  of  lands,  have  been  disregarded.  In  cases  wliere  grants 
or  leases  have  been  obtained  from  Government,  the  limits  have  commonly  been 
exceeded.  Pretexts  of  every  sort  which  ingenuity  could  devise  have  been  riisorted 
to  to  found  titles,  and  by  paying  attention  to  -laims  or  pretexts  of  p'ivato 
property,  of  which  they  .iro  i)eculiarly  jealou.-<  ''\nd  they  have  not  been  inv.i,:led 
by  me)  I  have  found  but  little  land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  John's  to 
dispose  of. 

"'The  total  number  of  grants  made  this  season  by  the  Governor  under  the 
authority  atfordi'd  by  his  instructions  was  one  hundred  and  ten  small  plots  of  land 
not  exceeding  four  acres.  These  were  subject  to  annual  quit-rents  (jf  from  2*!.  6d.  to 
5«.  per  acre,  renewable  at  the  expiration  of  thirty  years  at  moderate  fines.  The 
above  grants  wei-e  not  equal  to  the  number  of  applications.  Many  of  the  latter 
had  yet  to  be  decided  on  ;  His  Excellency  governing  himself  chiefly  by  the  recora- 
meiulation  of  the  magistrates,  paying  attention  to  character,  and  considering  the 
circumstances  and  family  of  the  applicant. 

"  '  The  scarcity  of  provisions  which  had  prevailed  in  the  early  part  of  the  year 
1813,  had  bjen  well  calculated  to  stimulate  the  people  to  make  trial  of  what  the 
land  could  produce  towards  their  support.  During  the  first  months  of  181^,  befoi'e 
the  declaration  of  war  by  America,  supplies  were  in  sufficient  abundance,  and  to  bo 
had  at  a  moderate  price.  But  after  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities,  the  prices 
gradually  advanced  to  an  unprecedented  height.  Fortunately,  a  seasonable 
imi)ortation  was  received  from  Canada,  of  12,000  cwt.  of  bread,  and  4,0ttU  barrels 
of  Hour,  which  barely  dissipated  the  i)rospect  of  starvation  during  the  winter. 
Even  with  this  welcome  addition,  so  dire  was  the  scarcity,  that  at  one  period 
common  biscuit  "  was  retailed  out  in  small  parcels  of  a  few  pounds  as  a  peculiar 
favour  to  the  poor,  at  the  rate  of  £6  sterling  per  cwt.  Potatoes  were  sold  at  368. 
per  barrel  (two  bushels  and  a  half),  and  the  inhabitants  were  reduced  to  the  most 
alarming  state  of  need,  when  a  vessel  arrived  from  (ireenock  with  j'clief."  Before 
tho  arrival  of  this  vessel,  a  committee  of  gentlemen  had  paid  General  Moore  Jt? 
sterling  per  barrel  as  a  deposit  for  flour  out  of  the  public  stores,  to  bake  up  for  tho 
])Oor.  Even  in  the  summer  of  lHl;i,  the  following  high  prices  prevailed — Biscuit, 
708.  to  8k.  per  cwt.  Flour,  12(is,  to  126s.  per  barrel.  Beef,  1  l(>s.  to  147a'.  per 
barrel.  Pork,  iHOs.  to  2Utis.  Potatoes,  22s.  6d.  to  2r)s.  per  barrel.  On  July  Iti,  the 
society  of  merchants  reported  to  His  Excellency  that  the  quantity  of  provisions  on 
hand  was  not  more  than  sufficient  to  supply  the  demand  for  two  months,  and  there 
was  little  prospect  of  any  considerable  importations.' 

"On  this  "-abject  the  Governor  made  urgent  representations  to  the  .Secretary 
of  State,  and,  ^)robably  as  the  result  of  those  representations,  though  apparently 
coming  in  the  ordinary  way  of  trade,  large  imports  were  received,  mostly  from 
Great  Britain,  which  replenished  the  stores,  brought  down  prices,  and  removed  ail 
apprehensions  of  famine  for  tho  ensuing  winter.''  ' 

'  Fron  PiiDLiiv's  Hklory  uf  Newfoundland  u.wl  Ncu'fuundUtnd  Uvcords, 
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III  Juno  1814  there  i.s  a  letter  in  the  RecorclH  from  Hunter  &  Co. 
{)niyin,r;  pernussion  to  export  a  quantity  of  flour,  "  that  the  nuirket  is 
"  now  so  glutted  that  it  is  impossible  to  sell  it,  and  that  if  not  allowed 
"  to  send  it  away  it  will  he  spoiled." 

In  LSI 5  lioth  Calclough  and  Sir  Richard  Keats  left  the  Colony. 
The  Chief  Justice  was  evidently  terrified  by  the  followint,'  letter.  He 
put  forth  a  proclamation  immediately,  offering  a  reward  of  £100  for 
tlie  discovery  of  the  writer  or  of  the  person  who  afHxed  it  to  the  Court 
House  gate,  of  course  without  result. 

"  To  the  Honorable  CK.sARCoi,r:i,our,ii,E9q.,  Cliief  Judge  in  tho  Supremo  Conrt 
of  St.  John's,  and  in  and  over  the  Island  of  Newf(jundland,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

"  The  humble  petition  of  the  distress''  of  St.  John's  in  general  most  humbly 
sheweth  : — 

"  That  tho  poor  of  St.  John's  are  very  much  oppressed  by  dilfercnt  orders 
from  tho  Court  House,  which  they  aniigine  is  unknown  to  your  Lordship, 
Concerning  the  killing  and  shooting  thoir  doggs,  without  tho  least  sine  of  tho 
being  sick  or  mad.  Wee  do  hope  that  your  Lordsliip  will  check  the  Justices  that 
was  the  means  of  this  evil  Proclamation  agiiinst  tlie  Interest  of  the  poor  Families, 
that  their  dependanco  for  their  Winter's  Fewel  is  on  their  Doggs,  and  likewise 
several  single  men  that  is  bringing  out  Wood  for  tho  use  of  the  Fishery,  i''  in  case 
this  business  is  not  put  back  it  will  bo  the  means  of  an  indeferent  business  as  erer 
the  killing  the  Doggs  in  Ireland  Wiis  oei'ore  the  reliollion  tho  first  Instance  will  i)0 
given  by  killing  Cows  and  Horse  j,  and  all  otlior  disorderly  Vice  that  can  be 
comprehened  by  the  Art  of  Man. 

"  Woe  are  sorry  for  giveing  your  Lordship  any  uneasines  for  directing  any  like 
business  to  your  Honour,  but  Timely  notice  is  better  than  use  any  voilanco.  What 
may  be  the  cause  of  what  we  not  wish  to  men'  at  present,  by  pnting  a  stop  to  this 
great  evil.  Wee  hope  that  our  Prayrs  will  be  mains  of  obtaining  Life  Everlasting 
for  your  Lordship  in  the  world  to  come. 

"  Mei-cy  wee  will  take,  and  Mercy  woe  will  give." 

The  Chief  Justice  should  have  known,  a;i  one  experienced  about 
his  countrymen,  that  the  threatening  letter  is  a  common  Hil)ernian 
device  ;  that,  whilst  it  is  sometimes  malignant,  often  enough  it  is  the 
mere  wanton  trick  of  some  idle  vngabtmd  who  can  write,  and  wants  to 
worry  his  neighbour.  Magistrates  of  any  standing,  either  in  Ireland 
or  amongst  IrisI  people,  could  "  paper  a  trunk  "  with  such  epistles. 
This  one  is  in  very  mild  t(me ;  it  has  not  got  even  the  traditionary 
coffin  and  cross  bones  at  the  head  of  it ;  it  is  more  of  a  respectful 
remonstrance  than  a  threat  of  nmrder,  as  the  atiriirhted  Colclouoh 
translated  it.  Durinuf  tlie  troublous  times  that  wei'e  comino:  on  the 
Colony,  it  was  a  good  thing  he  left.  Colclough  was  succeeded  in  the 
Chief  Justiceship  by  Francis  Forltes,  Es([.,  a  distinguished  barrister  of 
Lincoln's  Inn.  He  was  appointed  on  the  4r,h  August  1816,  and 
commenced  the  discharge  of  his  duties  on  the  1.5th  July  1817,  and 
remained  resident  in  the  Colony  up  to  the  Gth  of  May  1822.     Chief 
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Justice  ForboH  wnn  goldon  opinions  from  nil  clnssos;  the  pnf,'('s  of  "  Tlio 
Select  Cases  in  the  Sii])reiiie  Court  of  Newfouiidlnud  "  iiri'  an  nhidin^' 
iiionunient  to  his  profound  hvirniiig  and  sereuL'  intcllii^'ciice. 

The  faction  fiohts  went  on  for  ninny  y«'ars  after  Culcliin<fh  left. 
"  Yallow-belly  Corner,"  on  the  east  side  of  Beck's  Cove,  coniiiieniorates 
the  spot  where  the  wounded  in  the  nieh-e  used  to  1k'  washed  in  the  little 
brook  flowint^  into  I'eck's  CV)ve,  The  Tipperary  "  clear  airs,"  the 
Waterford  "  whey  bellies,"  and  tlu^  Cork  "  dadyecnis "  W(!re  arrayed 
against  the  "  yallow  belly  "  faction — the  "  Doones  "  or  Kilkenny  boys, 
and  the  Wexford  "yallow  bidlies."  There  were  besides  the  "yoiui},' 
colts  "  and  a  nuiid)er  of  other  names  for  i]u\  factions.  They  fought 
with  one  another  "  out  of  ])ure  di^vilment  and  divai'sion,"  as  an  old 
Irishman  explained  it  to  me.  Besiiles  the.se  scrimmages  theie  were 
plenty  of  fights  when  the  "fools"  or  nmmmers  came  out  from 
Cliristirias  to  Twelfth  Day.  These  men  were  dres-ed  up  with  high 
papca*  caps  of  a  triatigular  form,  ornamented  with  ribbon.s.  They 
\7t)re  white  shirts,  sewn  all  over  with  ribbons  and  strcsimers.  A  good 
"rig- out"  ccst  both  time  and  inrv^y.  The  "swabs"  were  made  of  a 
Ijladder,  covered  with  canvas  or  a  switch,  made  sometimes  of  a  cow's  tail 
fastened  to  a  stick.  Some  were  dressed  as  women,  with  long  garments, 
known  as  "  eunchucks."  They  were  all  masked,  and  ran  at  passengers 
with  an  Imlian  yell,  and  spoke  in  a  falsi'tto  voice.  Men  were  often 
beaten  badly  for  oM  grievances  by  the  fools,  I  remembei*,  as  a  boy, 
how  proud  I  u.sed  to  lie  to  .shake  hands  with  a  fool,  and  to  know  what 
"  rigs  "  Noah  Thomas  or  Mick  Toole  were  going  out  in.  Each  company 
had  one  or  more  hobby-horses,  with  gaping  jaws  to  snap  at  peo[)le. 
The  fools  had  to  be  put  down  by  Act  of  I'arliament.  Munnners  and 
fools  .vere  English  customs,  dating  back  to  the  Saxon  time,  brought  to 
this  Colon}'^  by  the  old  Devonshire  settlei's. 

The  retui-ns  for  the  year  1814  show  unexampled  pro.^perity — an 
encimou.s  fishery,  a  large  catch  of  seals  (a  hundred  and  twenty 
th(  usand)  and  splendid  prices :  181.5  was  also  a  good  sea.son,'  the 
fish  exported  amounted  to  one  and  a  quarter  million  quintals.  Fish 
was  quoted  in  St,  John's  at  nineteen  and  twenty-one  .shillings  per 
quintal,  cod  oil  at  thirty-three  pounds,  and  seal  oil  at  thirty-six 
pounds  per  ton.  1814  is,  wrongly,  generally  stated  to  have  been 
a  regular  annns  onirnhilis,  nine  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
quintals  of  fish  having  been  reported  to  have  been  taken  and  sold,  at 


'  In  181.'),  1810,  and  1817,  Newmans  hiiilt  their  excellent  moilels  and  staunch  con- 
Foveiiil  fine  vessels  at  (iieat  .lervois,  which  struction,  all  constructed  out  of  tiniher 
vere  highly  commended  hy  Trinity  House  for      ohtained  iu  Hay  Desi)air. 
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t\V(i  pounds  sttM-lin;;  per  (|uintiil,  the  wholo  exportH  lu-in^  viiliU'<l  at  tlio 

eiiornioiiH  sum  of  ovi-r  two  inillinii   pounds  storliiij,'.'      With  tlic  close  ol" 

the  your   iSlo   ciune   tlie  ciiish.-     In    Di't'iMidu'r    iSlo    Mr.  Coott',    the 

Suproiuo    Surrofffito,   nnd  Oaptiiin  Knchiin,  II. N.,   on   whom  the   whoh> 

judiciul  l)usiufs.s  ul"  tho  cajjitid  dovolvod,  wroto  to  Sir  U.  (J.  Ki'iits  : — 

"  1)1  November  1815  there  hiivo  been  upwards  of  seven  hmulred  writs  isHued 
olnco  the  closing  of  acconnta  in  October  [in  all  over  nine  hundred  summons], 
rind  forty  doelaratioTis  of  in.solvenry  ;  notwithstanding  whii'h  wo  are  happy  to 
inform  your  l^xcellenry  that  tlie  pulilic  peace  lias  noi»  in  any  material  dcKreo  been 
intenupted,  nor  do  wo  perceive  the  Hinallcst  fj;r(iund  for  apprehension  of  any 
change  of  sentiment  likely  to  di.sturb  the  prewent  traiupiiility." 

What  Ji  contrast  l)t'twt'eu  these  cahn  words  of  two  lirave  cnol- 
lieadod  men  in  the  midHt  of  dire  cahunity  an  ^  the  fears  and  foreliodings 
of  Cololougli.     Peace  had  come  after  the  cmshing  defeat  of  Waterloo, 
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18th  June  1815  ;  the  United  States  had  made  peace  with  England  by 
the  Treaty  of  Ghent ;  American  and  Norwegian  tish  flowed  into  the 
Mediterranean  markets  ;  pioduce  was  selling  abroad  for  less  soiiietime.s 


'  The  official  returns  of  ex|)()rts  for  this 
year,  from  October  1813  to  October  1S14,  do 
not  show  cither  such  high  prices  or  quanti- 
ties. Fish  is  put  down  at  2().'i.  to  Ms.  per 
quintal ;  value  of  seal  oil,  Sic.  and  furs  at 
:t!W,.')70 :  sahiion,  3, 125  tierces,  at  ;C4  per 
tierce.  There  is  a  sifinificant  item  of  2,049 
quintals  of  fish  e.rporUd  to  the  lintzils, 
James  Stewart  is  credited  with  bciiii;  tlie 
first  nicrcliant  in  Xewfoundhiud  to  inauf,nirate 
tliis  im])ortant  business.  ]n  one  of  liis  letters 
he  writes,  "  30,000  (piintais  of  fisli,  well 
handled,  should  make  any  man's  fortune." 

2  Trices,  1812-181G. 
"  Price  of   eod  oil,  Liverpool,  1812,  £38 
sterling  per  ton. 


"  Price  of  cod  oil,  Liverpool,   181'?,  £40 

sterling  per  ton. 
"   Price  of  cod  oil,  London,  1813,  t42  10»-. 

sterling  per  ton. 
"  Tar  in   Kngland,  ISI.t,  43.v.    per  bnrel, 

and  exi)ccted  to  rise  higher. 
"  .\pril  IMIC),  the  price  of  cod  oil  continues 
low  at  C28  |)cr  ton.  The  introduction  of  gas 
liglit  for  the  streets  and  shops  lessens  the 
consumption  very  considerably,  and  will  be 
worse." — From  Nhwjian  &  t'o.'s  liunlt.i. 

^  It  was  from  this  handy  little  craft  that 
our  fishermen  got  the  idia  of  the  boat  now  in 
such  general  use  all  over  the  Colony  ;  it 
displaced  the  lug-sails  towards  the  end  of 
last  eentury. 

The   fishing   boats   in   the  cod   and   seal 
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than  one-third  of  its  cost  to  the  merchant.  A  panic  ensued,  and  nearly 
all  the  houses  in  the  trade  went  down.  The  catch  of  1816  was 
considerable' — over  a  million  quintals  were  exported.  Prices,  however, 
had  become  abnormally  low — fourteen,  twelve,  and  even  ten  shillings 
per  quintal. 

The  winters  of  1815,  181G,  and  1817-18  ai-e  memorable  in  the 
annals  of  the  Colony.  In  the  winter  of  1815  the  capital  and  all  the 
outports  were  in  a  state  of  actual  starvation.  The  losses  and 
insolvencies  referred  to  by  Coote  had  ruined  the  credit  of  our 
merchants.  Importations  of  provisions  were  quite  inadequate,  and,  to 
add  to  the  general  misery,  emigrants  were  flocking  in  from  Ireland.^ 
By  Christmas  181G,  when  communication  witli  the  outside  was  virtual  y 
shut  off,  the  dread  spectre  of  famine  threatened  our  unfortunate 
Colony.  Fortunately,  at  this  terrible  crisis,  the  vii'tual  control  of 
the  Colony  was  in  the  hands  of  Captain  David  Bucban,  R.N.  The 
most  fulsome  panegyric  is  really  but  faint  praise  for  the  cool  courage, 
able  management,  and  humane  exertions  of  tlie  heroic  commander. 
During  this  tryiug  winter  he  put  his.own  men  on  H.M.S.  Pike  on  sliort 
allowance,  when  the  following  address  was  prisented  to  him  by 
the  Grand  Jury  : — 

"Yon,  sir,  were  soon  conspicuous  in  public  exertions  to  aflTord  the  only  refuge 
to  which  those  euflVring  the  calamities  of  impending  famine  could  address  them- 
selves for  succor." 
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fishery  were  formerly  called  Blmllopg  and 
slmllowuys,  these  words  often  occurring  in 
our  history.  The  shallop  was  a  large  boat, 
decked  at  l)oth  ends  aiul  open  iu  the  centre, 
with  moveable  deck-boards  and  pounds  ; 
there  were  cuddies  both  fore  and  aft  where 
the  fishermen  could  sleep.  There  were  never 
less  than  tliiee  men  in  a  shallop  ;  their  diun-n- 
sious  Wi're— 30  to  4o  feet  keel,  10  to  40  feet 
beam  ;  many  of  the  larger  shallops  hail  five 
men,  and  would  carry  200  qtls.  dry  fish.  The 
shalloways  were  open  boats,  what  are  now 
called  punts.  7'he  sails  in  connnon  use 
until  after  17S0  were  lug  sails.  The  sprit- 
sail  boats  were  probably  copied  from  Irish 
models,  like  the  picture  of  the  We.xford 
herring  cot.  There  was  no  fire  below  deck  ; 
the  cooking  apparatus,  or  galley,  was 
built  of  stone,  and  was  generally  on  the 
forecastle.  The  fishermen's  clothing  was 
made  commonly  of  whitney  and  barked 
swanskin  (oiled  clotiiing  had  not  been  in- 
vented, and  the  barvel  was  universally  used 
by  the  fishermen  all  over  North  Americii)  ; 
for  the  seal  fishery  the  men  had  bluchers  and 
buskins ;  pewter  pots  were  mostly  used  for 
cooking  and  drinking  vessels.  The  first 
decked  vessels  for  the  seal  fishery  were  about 
the  size  of  ordinary  Western  boats,  40  to 
50  feet  keel,  and   14  to   15  feet  beam.     The 


schooners  all  had  deep,  heavy  keels ;  both 
the  bottom  plunking  and  keel  were  nmde 
of  birch  and  witch  hazel.  It  took  about  seven 
men  to  haul  out  the  birch  stick  for  a  keel. 
For  the  boat's  frame  juniper  was  generally 
used;  the  timbers  were  about  a  foot  apart, 
and  the  planking  was  about  an  inch  and  a 
half  thick,  generally  of  pine,  with  black  spruce 
for  spars.  The  schooner  rig  came  into  vogue 
about  the  time  of  the  connnencement  of  the 
ship  seal  fishery.  In  the  early  accounts  of 
this  industry  a  distinction  is  nmde  between 
the  fishery  as  prosecuted  in  shallops  and  in 
schooners.  The  only  novelty  introduced  about 
1798  was  the  use  of  larger  vessels  in  this 
business.  There  was  always  more  or  less  of 
a  seal  fishery  carried  on  by  the  residents  with 
nets,  pursuing  them  on  the  ice,  and  following 
them  up  with  shallops  and  punts. 

'  I'cdiey,  in  his  histoiy,  states  the  catch 
was  small.  The  records  show  that  the 
amount  was  about  1,083,43:!  quintals. 

-  Kleven  thousand  Irish  came  to  St.  John's 
between  1814  and  1813,  'J'here  is  an  instruc- 
tive correspondence  between  Kent  and  Morris 
of  Waterford  about  the  cubic  space  required 
for  an  emigrant.  Their  sufferings  in  crossing 
must  have  been  terrible,  only  exceeded  by 
the  horrors  of  the  middle  passage  ou  board 
an  African  slaver. 
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If  Buclian  flcseived  all  these  encomiums  for  his  service!?  in  IH] 5-1(5, 
what  praise  shall  we  give  him  for  his  still  more  difficult  task  in  the 
terrible  season  of  1817-18,  known  in  Newfoundland  as  the  "  Hard 
Winter,"  and  still  more  generally  as  the  "  Winter  of  the  Rah  ?"  In  the 
former  season,  starvation  alone  had  to  be  contended  with ;  now  famine, 
frost,  and  fire  combined,  like  three  avenging  furies,  to  scoui'ge  the 
unfortunate  Island.  X  frost  that  sealed  up  the  \\hole  coast  commenced 
early  in  November,  Jind  continued  almost  without  intermission  through 
the  entire  season,  and  on  the  nights  of  the  7th  and  21st  of  NovemV)er 
1817,  th)ee  hundred  ho\ises  were  burnt,  rendering  two  thousand  in- 
dividuals, in  depth  of  that  cruel  winter,  homeless.'  Nothing  can  add  to 
the  simple  pathos  of  the  grand  jury's  presentment : — 

"  Calamities  so  extensive  would  have  been  in  our  most  prosperous  times' 
productive  of  severe  distress,  but  on  retrospectiug  to  our  situation  for  the  last  three 
years,  during  which  period  we  have  alternately  suflered  by  fire,  by  famine,  by 
lawless  outrage,  and  nnmerons  mercantile  failures,  which  have  greatly  injured  the 
commercial  reputation  of  the  town,  the  recent  conflagrations  seemed  only  wanting 
to  consummate  our  misfortunes.  Several  hundred  men  in  the  prime  of  life,  without 
money,  or  the  means  of  being  employed,  without  adequate  clothing  or  food,  are  at 
the  hour  of  midnight  wandering  amidst  the  smoking  ruins  to  seek  warmth  from 
the  ashes,  and  food  from  the  refuse  of  the  half-consumed  fish.  In  dwelling-houses 
thfl  misery  is  little  less.  Many  families,  once  in  affluence,  are  now  in  absolute 
want.  Within  these  two  days,  two  men  have  been  found  perished  of  cold,  and 
many  hundreds  must  inevitably  experience  a  similar  fate  if  humanity  does  not 
promptly  and  eflectually  step  forward  to  their  relief." 

To  add  to  this  n»isery,  gangs  of  half-famished,  lawless  men 
everywhere  threatened  the  destruction  of  life  and  property;  vigilance 
conunittees  were  formed  in  every  settlement.  Mr.  George  Kemp, 
then  residing  in  Brigiis,  tells  of  the  confidence  and  safety  the 
planters  felt  when  Captain  Buchan  canio  amongst  them.  In  St.  John's 
and  every  outport  his  presence  brought  tranfjuillity ;  all  caught  the 
contagion  of  his  splendid  courage.  The  sufftu-ing  endured  during  that 
winter  no  pen  can  fully  describe. 

A  vessel  with  provisions  put  into  Bay  Bulls  in  distress  ;  the  people 
flocked  down  en  masKC  to  board  her,  and  they  would  not  let  tlie  ship 
leave  the  harbour  until  half  her  cargo  had  been  unloiuled  by  the 
authorities  and  distributed.  In  Renews,  two  West  Country  crews  were 
frozen  uj) ;  a  mob,  headeil  by  the  village  blacksmith,  attacked  the  room, 
threatening  to  murder  the  Devonshire  mou  unless  they  surrendered  their 
provisions  ;  one  of  the  skippers,  an  old  captain  of  a  privateer,  had  been 
expecting  an  attack,  and  had  his  store  loopholed  for  musketry  ;  he  fired 
a  volley  o\er  the  heads  of  the  crowd,  and  all  fied  ;  afterwards  the  same 
captain  and  iiis  merchant  shared  all  their  provisions  with  the  Renews 

'  Tiiure  hiiJ  hIso  been  a  very  deKtruutivu  fire  in  i'ebruury  1816. 
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people.  Many  more  incidents  could  be  related  about  the  winter  of  the 
"  Rah,"  or  "  Rowdies."  Near  Renews,  a  lot  of  Irish  emigrants  left  their 
ship  at  the  edge  of  the  ice,  and  crawled  on  shore  on  their  hands  and 
knee' ,  to  add  more  sliarers  in  the  already  inade<}uate  rations.  During 
these  three  unhapj>y  years  everything  was  against  us ;  even  the  seal 
tishery  failed  in  1817.^ 

In  the  spring  of   1H18  this   perioil   of    calamity  came  to  an  end. 
The  seal  fishery  was   unusually  productive,  in   less   tlian  a  fortnight 
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?')•(»»  fi  ilrawing  liy  Lady  Hamilton,  in  the  possession  of  Sir  £.  A.  Hamilton,  Bart. 

scores  of  little  vessels  returned,  loadcrl  to  the  scuppers  with  fat ;  hope 
revived,  the  fisheries  were  good,  the  markets  improved,  and  the  poor 
old  Colony  ajrain  began  to  lift  up  her  head.  The  Governor,  Sir  Francis 
Pickmore,-  had  been  ordeied  to  remain  through  the  winter  in  New- 
fountlland.  Dr.  Carson's  j)amphlet  had  shown  up  the  absurdity  of 
Goveinors  coming  out  for  two  or  three  months  in  the  year.  Henceforth 
all  their  Excellencies  were  pereiniials,  not  fleeting  annuals.  Admiral 
Pickmoi-e  was  a  firm,  courageous  old  mnn,  but  the  toil,  exposure,  and 


'  1817  is  the  worst  seal  fisherj'  on  record, 
only  tliirly-scviMi  thousiind  seals  being  killed 
over  the  whole  Island. 

-  There    appears   to   he    no    informntion 
ubout  Sir  F.  I'iekmore  beyond  what  can  be 


pathered  from  the  Navy  Lists.  The  family 
np|K'urs  to  have  died  out,  as  none  of  tbi.H 
name  can  be  found  in  the  Navy,  Army, 
Church,  &c. 


SIR  FRANCIS  PICKMORE. 
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nnxioty  of  the  last  terrible  winter  told  on  liis  enfecl)led  constitution,  and 
on  the  24th  of  February  he  died.  One  can  form  some  idea  of  the 
severity  of  the  season  from  the  fact  that  it  took  all  the  crew  of 
H.M.8.  Fly,  with  the  assistance  of  civilians,  a  whole  fortnight  to 
cut  a  channel  through  the  ice,  which  was  between  four  and  five 
feet  thick.  The  faithful  admiral's  obsequies  were  carried  out  with 
gre;it  s>tate,  the  grandest  ceremony  ever  known  in  the  Colony. 

"  So  past  the  strong  heroic  soul  away. 
And  when  they  buried  him  tlio  little  port 
Had  seldom  seen  a  costlier  funeral." 

The  sufferings  of  the  Newfoundland  colonists  called  forth  humane 
response  from  all  (juarteis.  The  Biitish  (Jovornment  sent  £10,000, 
Halifax  contributed  liberally,  but  the  most  touching  and  generous  gift 
was  from  the  large-hearted  people  of  Bostim.  A  few  years  before  they 
were  fitting  out  privateers  to  destroy  our  fishing  vi-sels,  now  they  st^iit 
ns  a  welcome  shi[)-Ioad  of  provisions.  In  the  most  inclement  month  of 
the  year,  January,  the  brig  Messenger  came  into  St.  Jolm's,  bearing  the 
following  iiddress  : — 

"  To  His  Excellency  Francis  Pickmoue,  Esq.,  Vicc-Admiral  and  Governor,  &c.. 
President  of  the  Society  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Poor  of  St.  John's. 
"  SiK,' — The  recent  conHngration  of  a  great  part  of  the  town  of  St.  John's,  at  a 
period  of  the  year  when  it  maybe  impraelicabla  to  obtain  relief  from  the  parent 
country,  and  the  calamity  whicli  mnst  necesp"-  '^  cii^-uo  to  a  large  number  of  our 
fellow-beinga,  have  been  felt  in  this  town  ^  th  all  the  sympathy  which  they  are 
calculated  to  inspire.  A  subscription,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  siomc  immediate 
aid  to  the  suHnrers,  has  been  consequently  opened  in  this  place,  and  the  moans  of 
purchasing  a  quantity  of  such  articles  as  are  consi  'ered  to  be  best  adapted  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  moment,  have  been  readily  contributed  by  a  number  of  its 
inhabitants. 

"  The  American  brig  3fc«8e?i(7er,  Captain  Ptterson,  having  been  chartered  for 
the  exclusive  object  of  carrying  this  ottering  to  St.  John's,  we  have  now  the  honour 
to  enclose  you  a  bill  of  lading,  and  manifest  of  her  cargo,  consisting  of  the  following 
articles : — 

174  barrels  of  flour  125  barrels  of  meal 

11  tierces  of  rice  27  barrels  and  96:1  bags  of  bread, 

which,  on  behalf  of  the  contributors,  we  request  that  you  vill  have  the  goodness 
to  receive,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  distributed  among  the  sufferers  by  the  lato 
conflagration,  in  such  manner  and  in  such  proportions  as  their  respective  circum- 
stances may  require.  We  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  bearer,  Captain  Peteraon, 
10  your  kind  prcteition.  .  .  The  cause  of  humanity  alone  has  induced  him  to 
undertake,  at  this  inclement  season,  such  a  voyage  Avhich,  under  other  circum. 
stances,  he  would  have  felt  himself  obliged  to  decline. 

"  We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  all  duo  consideration,  very  respectfully,  your 
Excellency's  obedient  humble  servants.  (Signed) 

"  Jamks  Pekkins  Aknold  Wn.Lis 

"  Jonathan  Amory,  Junr.  Bknjamin  Rum 

"  TaisTaAM  Bah.naud  John  Houston. 

"  Boston,  December  27,  1817." 
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Bishop  Lamljert,  of  the  Franciscan  order,  had  succeeded  tlie  eminent 
Dr.  O'Donel  as  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of  Newfoundhuid  ;  he  was 
consecrated  at  Wexford,  April  1806,  Bishop  of  Chitra  in  partihua. 
Dr.  Lambert  was  rather  an  old  man  when  appointed,  and  of  very 
delicate  constitution.  All  his  contemporaries  jpt-ak  of  him  as  a  perfect 
gentleman,  sometimes  a  iittle  hasty,  but  genial,  kind,  and  of  pre-eminent 
social  qualities ;  he  dined  out  a  good  deal  with  the  Governor  and  the 
ofticers  and  merchants,  entertaining  them  in  i-eturn  at  his  own  hospitable 
board.  Dr.  Lambert  received  an  allowance  fi'om  the  British  Govern- 
ment.^ In  1811  Dr.  Scallan  came  out  to  assist,  and  was  afterwwds  his 
successor.  The  first  three  Roman  Catholic  bishops  in  this  Colony,  by 
their  suavity  of  manner,  and  their  liberal,  enlightened  policy,  contriVjuted 
perhaps  more  than  any  others  to  promote  harmony  and  peace  in  the 
community. 

There  were  two  treaties  of  peace  with  France — in  1814  and  in  1815. 
St.  Pierre  and  Mi(iuelon  had  been  formally  given  back  to  our  enemies  in 
1814,  when  suddenly,  in  1815,  Captain  Buchan  was  sent  again  to  retake 
the  islands  and  plant  the  Union  Jack  on  the  Governor's  staft*;  the 
taking  and  retaking  of  these  little  islands  was  a  regular  "  Jack-in-the- 
Itox  "  affair.  Before  the  peace  the  merchants  of  St.  John's  had  sent  a 
very  sti'ong  memorial  to  the  Prince  Regent  praying  that  in  any  future 
settlement  foreigners  might  be  excluded  fx'om  our  iislieries ;  the  Governors 
\igorously  supported  the  prayer  of  the  memorial.  His  Royal  Highness 
promised  favourable  consideration,  but,  as  usual,  our  interests  were 
deliberately  sacnficed.  France  had  been  completely  conquered.  Why, 
then,  did  she  recover  her  po-ition  on  the  Newfoundland  coast  ?  Castle- 
reagh's  answer  is  characteristic :  "  The  European  sovereigns  wanted  to 
make  the  Bourbons  popular  with  the  French  people."  For  the  sake  of 
the  incapable,  unteachable  Louis  XVIIL,  a  galling  yoke  was  thrown 
round  the  necks  of  British  colonists.  It  is  the  fliiiisiest  and  most  paltry 
excuse  for  a  great  diplomatic  blunder. 

On  the  death  of  Admiral  Pickmore,  Captain  Bowker,  of  the  admiral's 
ship,  was  Acting-Governor  until  the  arrival  of  Sir  Charles  Hamilton  -  in 
July  1818.  In  the  beginning  of  September  of  that  year  another  fire 
broke  out  in  St.  John's,  which  consumed  twelve  houses  and  part  of  the 


'  A  stipend  of  £75  per  annum  was 
gi'ante<l  to  Dr.  Liunhort.  "18N,  April.  In 
consideration  of  the  respectability  attached 
to  your  situation  as  Head  of  the  Catholic 
Church  in  Newfoundhmd,  and  of  the  hij^hly 
eiediiahle  and  meritorious  manner  in  which 
y»)u  disonnr^re  the  duties  of  your  important 
ortice,  His  Koyul  Higiiness  has  iK'en  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  direct  that  an  annual 
uUowancv  uf  ^75  Bhuil  be  paid  to  you  whilst 


you  continue  to   hold  that   important  situa- 
tion." 

^  Sir  C.  Hamilton,  horn  17(57,  was  entered 
on  the  books  of  his  father's  ship,  the  Hector, 
in  1776;  in  1784  he  succeeded  to  the 
baronetcy;  ■was  captain  in  1789.  In  1794  he 
was  present  at  the  sieges  of  Kastiu,  Calvi,  &c. 
He  was  in  command  of  the  Melpmnene  for 
seven  years,  serviugon  the  coasts  of  Holland, 
ACi-ica,  the  East  and  West  Indies,    lu  18U1 
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Ordnance  property,  and  in  1819  5'et  another  destructive  conflagration, 
which  destroyed  one  hundred  and  twenty  houses  at  the  western  end  of 

the  town ;  the  loss  was  estiniated 

at  £120,000  sterling.     There  can 

be  very  little  douht  that  these 
fires  were  the  work  of  incendiaries. 
Although,  for  the  time,  these 
recurring  calamities  caused  great 
privations  and  misery,  the  result 
was  a  great  improvement  in  the 
laying  out  of  the  city ;  Water 
Street  and  Duckworth  Street, 
formerly  narrow  lanes,  were  now 
built  up  with  good  substantial 
houses,  and  were  widened  to  fifty 
feet.^  The  new  Governor  was 
chiefly  remarkable  for  his  stern, 
unbending  Conservatism.  The 
most  important  event  during  his 
tenure  of  oflice  was  the  convention 
of  1818  with  America. 


SIR  C.  UAMILTUM,  BABT. 

From  a  portrait  in  the  possession  of 
Sir  E.  A.  Hamilton,  Bart. 

It  was  agreed  : — 


"That  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Stales  should  have  for  over,  in  common 
with  the  subjects  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  the  liberty  to  take  fish  of  ereiy  kind 
on  that  part  of  the  southern  coast  of  Newfoundland  extending  from  Cape  iiay  to 


he  was  returned  for  Dungunnon,  and  in  1807 
fcir  Honitou,  which  he  represented  till  1812, 
though  awuy  on  acive  service.  Was  made 
rear-admiral  in  1810,  and  vice-admiral  in 
1814.  From  1818  to  1824  he  was  Governor 
of  Xewfouudland  ;  heoanie  admiral  in  183U,  a 
K.C.B.  in  183:),  an<l  died  at  Ipiii^,  Sussex, 
iu  1849.  Lady  Hiimilton  was  tlie  first  Gover- 
nor's wife  to  reside  in  the  Colony  ;  she  lived 
in  Fort  Townshend,  St.  John's,  for  four  years, 
and  drew  the  portrait  of  Mary  March. 

'  The  St.  John's  Fibks  op  1817-20. 

1  Geo.  IV.     Cap.  li. 

An  Act  to  rkgulatr  thk  RE-Rt/itniNo  of 

THE  Town  or  St.  John's,  in  Newfodnd- 

LANO,     AND     FOR     INUKMMFYINO    PERSONS 
UIVINU   UP   GrOUNU  for   that   I'URl'OSK. 

[1 5th  July,  18-.Mt.] 
Whereas  the  Town  of  Saint  John,  in 
the  Island  of  Newfoundland,  hath  recently 
been  visited  by  very  great  and  destructive 
Fires,  the  ravages  wheieof  have  been  chiefly 
oeiMisioued  by  the  narrowness  of  the  Streets, 
and  the  difficulty  of  arresting  the  progress  of 
the  flames ;  And  whereas  it  will  greatly 
c:>ntribute  to  the  convenience  of  the  said 
Town,  as  well  as  to  its  future  security,  if 


certain  regulations  be  made  for  the  rebuilding 
of  such  parts  thereof  its  have  been  destroyed, 
and  also  for  the  erection  of  any  Houses  or 
Huildings  in  the  "■-!  T.-.,..  L^.Vuiler;  He  it 
therefore  eii.icted  hy  the  King's  Most  Kxeellent 
Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Lords  Spiritiuil  and  Tenij)oral, 
and  Connnons,  in  th'  present  Parliament 
assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
■  that  the  Lower  Street  in  the  siiid  Town, 
commonly  called  Water  Strct-t,  shall  not  be 
less  than  Fifty  Feet  in  width  in  every  part 
thereof,  extending  from  the  house  and  stores 
occupied  by  lirown,  Hoyles  ^-  Co.,  at  the 
Kiist  end,  to  the  public  Ships  Kouui,  commonly 
oiilled  the  Wfsltrn  Ships  Houtn,  at  the  West 
end  thereof;  aud  that  the  I'pper  Street, 
commonly  called  Duckworth  Strn't,  shall  not 
be  loss  than  Forty  Feet  in  width  ;  and  that  all 
and  every  Houses,  Stores,  Fivctions  and 
Huildings  whatsoeviT,  built  and  cieoted  since 
the  first  day  of  June  One  Thousand  Kigbt 
Hundred  and  Kighteen,  or  wliich  shall  at  any 
time  or  tim''s  liereafter  be  ereettd  and  built  in 
the  said  street  or  either  of  them,  whether  the 
same  be  upon  any  vacant  spot  of  Ground  or 
upon  the  site  of  any  former  Uuilding,  shall  be 
wade  to  conform  to  the  width  of  tho  said 
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tho  Bameau  Islandn ;  on  the  western  and  northern  coast,  From  Cape  Ray  to  the 
Quirpon  Islands;  on  the  shores  of  the  Magdalen  Islands,  and  also  on  thn  coaHts, 

boys,  harbours,  and  creeks,  from 
Mount  Joli  on  the  Bouthorn  coast 
of  Labrador  to  and  through  the 
straits  of  Bclleislo ;  and  thence 
northwardly,  indefinitely  along 
tho  ,  coast,  without  prejudice, 
however,  to  any  of  tiio  exclusive 
rights  of  tho  Hudson's  Bay 
Compony." 

Tlie    convention    further 

provided : — 

"  Tbnt  the  American  fishermen 
should  also  have  liberty  for  ever 
to  dry  and  cure  fish  in  any  of  thn 
unsettled    bays,     harbours,     and 
creeks  of  the  Bonthern  part  of  tho 
coast    of     Newfoundland    above 
described,    and    of    the    coast  of 
Labrador ;    but    so    soon    as  tho 
same,    or    any    portion    thereof, 
should  be  settled,   it  was  not  to 
be  lawful  for  the  said  fishermen 
to  dry  or  cure  fish  at  such  portit)u 
so      settled      without      previous 
agreement  for  such  purpose  with 
the    inhabitants,    proprietor!,    or 
possessors  of  the  said  ground." 
Properties,  lately  held  by  Gcorye  Niven  and 
A.  Chambers,  the  middle  of  the  Cove  to  be 
the  ceutie  of  the  Street,  through  the  Ground 
lately     occupied    by    William    Barnes    and 
others ;  and  the  last  or  Eastern  Street  from 
the  Ordnance  Wharf  up  to  the  King's  Road ; 
and  that  no  House,  Sture,  Krectiou  or  Building 
whatsoever,  shall  be  erected  or  built  so  as  to 
front  above  Water  titreet,  upon  any  or  either 
of  tho  said  Cross  Streets,  but  that  the   same 
shall  be  and    remain    open   and   free    from 
any    Buildings    whatsoever,    other    than  the 
inclosures  thereof ;  and  also,  that  in  case  any 
other  Cross  Streets  may  be  hereafter  required 
as  a   security   against  Tire,   upon  the  same 
being  marked  out  and  presented  by  the  Grand 
Jury,  and  approved  by  the  Governor  for  the 
time  being,  there  shall  te  such  other  Cross 
Streets  or  Fire-breaks,  of  the  like  dimensions 
of  those  hereinbefore  mentioned,  and  accord- 
ing to    the    Boundaries    so    presented    and 
approved ;    and    the   Ground    and    Property 
necessary  to  be  taken  shall  be  estimated  and 
paid   for  in   like   manner  as   is  herein-after 
mentioned ;    Provided   always,   that   nothing 
herein   contained   shall  authorise  the  taking 
any  Fishing  Koom,  Flakes,  or  any  part 


LADY  HAMILTON. 

From  a  portrait  in  the  ponsesiiion  of 
Sir  E.  A.  Hamilton,  Hart. 

Streets,  as  the  same  is  respectively  hereby 
eslablished  and  directed ;  Provided  always, 
that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  extend  to  any  House,  Store, 
Krection  or  Building,  which  since  the  said  first 
day  of  June  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred 
and  Eighteen,  may  have  been  or  at  any 
time  hereafter  may  be  erected  in  Water 
Street  aforesaid,  the  same  being  built  and 
made  entirely  of  Stone  or  Bricks,  and 
covered  with  Slates  or  Tiles,  and  always 
having  a  clear  width  in  the  said  Street  of  not 
less  than  Forty  Feet. 

II. — And  he  it  further  enacted,  That 
there  shall  be  Four  Cross  Streets  or  open 
spaces  to  serve  as  Fire-breaks,  and  intersect 
the  said  Streets  called  Water  Street  and 
Duckworth  Street  as  nearly  as  might  be  at 
right  angles ;  and  that  all  and  every  of  the 
said  Cross  Streets  shall  not  be  less  than 
Sixty  feet  in  width,  and  shall  run  in  the  fol- 
lowing directions,  that  is  to  say,  the  first  or 
western  Cross  street  from  the  Water  Side,  in 
a  line  with  the  corner  of  Dinah  Elliot's  Shop 
and  Maddock's  Lane  to  Duckworth  Street  ; 
the  second  fnnn  the  Waier  Side  running  in  a 
line  with  the  corner  of  James  Cliffs  and 
Perkins  and  Winter's  tenements  leading  up 
the  Church  Hill;  the  third  to  run  from  the 
Water  Side    between    Clapp's    and    Keen's 


of 

thereof,    which    may    be    actually    occupied 

and    employed    for    the   purpose  of    curing 

Fish. 
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The  agitation  for  representative  govenunent  in  the  year  181}> 
received  great  inii)etns  from  the  well-known  case  »)f  Butler  an<l 
Luinlrioran.  At  a  Hurro'^ato  court  held  in  HarlK)ur  Grace,  before 
Captain  David  Buchan,  II. M. 8  GrdHnhoppi  r,  and  the  llev.  John  Leijjh, 
Epi.-copal  Mis.sionary,  Lundrigan,  not  appearin;^  upon  a  summons,  was 
held  to  be  guilty  of  contempt  of  et)urt,  and  sentenced  to  receive  thirty- 
six  lashes  on  his  bare  back.  Linidrigan  was  tied  up  and  flogged  by 
the  boatswain  of  the  sliip  until  he  fainted  under  the  severity  of  the 
punislunent.'  At  a  meeting  held  in  St.  John's  on  the  14th  of  Novend>er 
1820,  Patrick  Morris  chairman,  the  following  resolutions  were  passed  : — 

"  liesolved  that  we  yield  to  no  body  or  class  of  nun  in  loyalty  to  our  King,  in 
obodionco  respect  and  support  of  the  laws  of  our  country,  or  in  love  and  veneration 
to  our  glorious  constitution. 

"  llesolved  that  wo  have  beheld  with  abhorrence  and  detestation  the  cruel  and 
ignominious  punishment  inflicted  on  tho  bodies  of  Philip  Butler  and  James 
Luudrigan  for  the  trifling  causes  elicited  in  evidence  on  tho  late  trial  in  our 
Supreme  Court. 

"  Eesolved  that  we  ."^hall  pursue  such  legal  and  ccmstitiitional  moans  as  may  ho 
within  our  power  to  have  tho  law  rejjeakd  which,  it  appears,  snnctiona  such 
nrliitrary  proceedings  in  tho  Surrogates,  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
carry  our  intentions  into  effect. 

"  Further  resolved  that  we  defray  Butler's  and  Lundrigan's  expenses  and  mniu- 
tenance  and  that  thanks  be  passed  to  tho  Lawyers  Duwe  and  Geo.  Lilly  for  their 
disinterested  conduct  in  conducting  tho  cases  in  the  Supreme  Court. 

"  WiLLrAM  Caksox,  M.l).,  Patrick  Doyi-E, 

"  P.vTiiicK  Morris,  John  Ryax, 

"  JouN  llocHFdUT,  M.D.,  Gko.  Gaden, 

"  Georgk  NivEN,  Thomas  Beck, 

"  Henry  Shea,  Thomas  Burke, 

"Timothy  Hooax,  Kobt.  R.  Wakeham, 
"  Lewis  W.  By  ax." 

The  case  of  Butler  and  Lundrigan  was  taken  up  solely  for  tho 
purpose  of  being  used  as  a  lever  to  obtain  a  legislature  for  the  Colony. 
Petitions  were  presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  Dawe  was 
sent  to  England  to  work  up  the  case.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this 
agitation  very  much  forwarded  the  demand  for  local  government.  The 
immediate  result  of  the  appeal,  which  was  warudy  supported  by 
Lords  Holland  and  Darnley  in  the  Lords,  and  by  the  celebrated 
Sir  James  Macintosh  and  Dr.  Lushington  in  the  Commou.s,  was  the 
Judicature  Act  and  the  suppression  of  surrogate  courts. 


'  Sir  Charles  Hamilton  was  so  disfjusted 
with  the  way  that  Government  suits  were 
conducted  in  the  courts,  that  he  requested  tlie 
Government  to  send  him  out  a  lawyer  who 
could  act  as  attorney-general ;  a  gentlenidu 
called  Westcott  wag  accordingly  sent  out  to 
His  Excellency.  .Sir  Charles  found  his  new 
law    adviser    very    glib     at    recommending 


measures  in  the  Council. but  utterly  incapable 
of  defending  their  legiility  iu  the  courts  ;  the 
imported  adviser  made  the  last  state  of  things 
worse  than  the  first,  and  he  was  soon  sent 
back  again  to  Kngliind  ;  both  Westcott  and 
liis  wife  enjoyed  a  pension  for  the  valuable 
services  he  rendered  the  Colony. 
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I.  The  Recapture  of  St.  John's  in 
September  1732. 

FROM  TIIK  "LONDON  GAZETTK." 
Whitehall,  October  12.  This  nuirtiiiig 
nrrived  CHptain  Campbell,  of  the  22nd  regi- 
ment, from  St.  .lohn'B,  Newfoundland,  bein^ 
ditipatched  by  Lieutenant- Colonel  Amherst 
with  the  following  letters  to  the  Karl  of 
£{(remont. 

(a.)  CuL.  Amiikiist  to  the  Earl  of 

Kl.'KKMONT. 

St.  John's  Newfoundland, 
My  Loui>,  Sept.  20  1762. 

Acfordinp  to  the  orders  I  received 
from  Sir  Jeffery  Amherst  at  New  York,  of 
which  your  LonNhip  will  have  been  informed, 
1  proceeded  from  New  York  to  Halifax  with 
the  transports,  to  take  up  there  the  troops 
destined  for  the  expedition.  1  got  into  the 
harbour  the  20th  of  August;  and  finding 
Lord  Colvill  sailed,  determined  to  embark 
the  troops  there,  and  at  Louisboiirg,  as 
expeditiously  as  possible,  and  proceed  after 
his  Lordtihip.  The  men-of-war  being  sailed. 
Mho  weru  to  have  taken  port  of  the  troops 
on  board,  I  was  obli<red  to  take  up  shipping 
to  the  amount  of  -100  tons.  1  had  everything 
embarked,  ready  to  sail  on  the  29th,  but 
contrary  winds  kept  us  in  the  harbour  till 
the  1st  of  September,  when  we  got  out  and 
axrived  at  Tx)uisbourg  on  the  5th.  The  next 
day  the  troops  were  embarked,  and  we  sailed 
out  of  the  harbour  the  7th  in  the  morning. 

1  had  the  good  fortune  to  join  Lord 
Colvill's  fleet  on  the  11th,  a  few  leagues  to 
the  southward  of  St.  .John's ;  and  by  the 
intc  ligence  his  Lordship  had  received,  I  was 
obliged  to  change  my  resolution  of  landing 
the  troops  at  Kitty  Vitly  (a  narrow  entranue 
clone  to  the  harbour  of  St.  John's),  the  enemy 
having  entirely  .stopped  up  the  passage  in, 
by  sinking  shallops  in  the  channel.  From 
the  best  information  I  could  get,  it  appeared 
that  Torhay,  about  three  leagues  to  the 
northward  of  St.  John's,  was  the  only  place 
to  land  the  troops  at,  within  that  distance. 
I^urd  Colvill  sent  the  Syren  man-of-war  into 
Torbay  with  the  transports ;  and  it  was  late 
at  night  on  the  12th,  before  they  all  came  to 
an  anchor.  Capt.  Donglas,  of  His  Majesty's 
(ihip  Si/ren,  went  with  me  to  view  the  bay, 
and  we  found  a  very  good  beach  to  land  on. 
It  blew  hard  in  the  night,  and  one  of  the 
transports,  with  the  provincial  light  infantry 
corps  on  board,  was  driven  out  to  sea. 

I  landed  the  troops  early  the  next 
morning,  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  from 
whence  a  path  led  to  St.  John's  :  a  party  of 


the  enemy  fired  some  shots  at  the  boats,  iis 
they  rowed  in.  The  light  infantry  of  the 
regulars  landed  first,  gave  the  enemy  one 
fire,  and  drove  them  towards  St.  John's. 
The  battalions  landed,  and  we  marched  on, 
the  path  for  four  miles  very  narrow,  through 
a  thick  wood,  and  over  very  bad  ground. 
Capt.  M'Donell's  light  infantry  corps  in 
front  came  up  with  some  of  the  party  we 
drove  from  the  landing  place  :  they  had 
concealed  tlieni'^elves  in  the  wood,  fired  upon 
us,  and  wounded  three  men.  A  part  of 
Capt.  M'Dimell's  corps  rushed  in  upon 
them,  look  three  prisoners,  and  drove  the 
rest  off. 

The  country  opened  afterwards,  and  we 
march'd  to  theleft  of  Kitty  Vitty.  It  was 
necessary  to  take  possession  of  thi-i  pass  to 
open  a  communication  for  the  landing  of 
artillery  and  stores,  it  being  impracticable  to 
get  them  up  the  way  we  came.  As  soon  as 
our  right  was  close  to  Kitiy  Vitty  river,  the 
enemy  fired  upon  us  from  a  hill  on  the 
opposite  side.  I  sent  a  part'*  up  a  rock, 
which  commanded  the  passage  over,  and 
under  cover  of  their  fire,  the  light  infantry 
companies  of  the  Hoyal  and  Montgomery's, 
supported  by  the  grenadiers  of  the  Uoyal, 
passed,  drove  the  enemy  up  the  hill,  and 
pursued  them  on  that  side  towards  St.  John'?, 
when  I  perceived  a  body  of  the  enemy 
coming  to  their  support,  and  immediately 
ordered  up  Major  Sutiierland,  with  the 
remainder  of  the  first  battalion,  upon  which 
they  thought  proper  to  retreat,  and  we  hud 
just  time  before  dark  to  take  post.  Capt. 
Mackenzie,  who  commanded  Montgomery's 
light  infantry,  was  badly  wounded.  VVe 
look  ten  prisoners.  The  trocps  lay  this 
night  on  their  arms. 

The  next  morning,  the  14th,  we  opened 
the  channel,  where  the  enemy  had  sunk  the 
shallops;  thej'  had  a  breast  work  which 
commanded  the  entrance,  and  a  battery  not 
quite  finished.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tullikin, 
who  had  met  with  an  accident  by  a  fall,  and 
was  lefl  on  board,  joined  me  this  day,  and 
Captain  Ferguson,  commanding  the  artillery, 
brought  round  some  li^ht  artillery  and  stores 
from  Torbay,  in  the  shallops.  The  enemy 
had  possession  of  two  verj  high  and  steep 
hills,  one  in  the  front  of  our  advanced  posts, 
and  the  other  near  to  St.  John's,  which  two 
hills  appeared  to  command  the  whole  ground 
from  Kitty  Vitty  to  St.  John's.  It  was 
necessary  that  we  should  proceed  on  this 
side,  to  secure  at  the  same  time  effectually 
the  landing  at  the  Kitty  Vitty ;  fjom  the 
first  bill  the  euetny  fired  upon  our  posts. 
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On  the  15th,  just  before  (Inyhieiik,  1 
ordered  Captuin  M'Doiiell'H  corpt  of  li^lit  iii- 
fitntry,  and  the  provincial  li^tht  infuntry,  xup- 
ported  hy  our  Hdviinced  postH,  to  march  to 
mirpriMu  the  eiieniy  on  this  hill.  Captuin 
ArUonell  pHHsed  their  nentries  und  advimcei 
ftuiirdx,  and  wiw  first  discovered  hy  their  inuin 
body  on  the  hill  as  he  ciinie  climbing  up  the 
rucks  near  the  sunnnit,  'ivhieh  he  ttuined, 
receiving  the  enemy's  file.  He  threw  in  his 
fire,  ttud  the  enemy  ^juve  way.  Captuin 
M'DnncIl  was  wounded,  Lieutenunt  .Schuyler 
of  his  company  killed,  and  three  or  four 
nien,Hnd  IK  wounded.  The  enemy  had  three 
conipunies  of  ^n-nadiers,  and  two  picqtiets  at 
this  post,  comp  anded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
lU'lcoml)';,  second  in  connnund,  who  was 
wounded  ;  a  captain  of  grenadiers  wounded 
aii<l  taken  jtrisoner,  his  lieutenant  killed, 
several  men  killed  and  wounded,  and  13  taken 
prisoners.  The  enemy  had  one  mortar  hert?, 
with  which  they  threw  some  shells  at  us  in 
the  night  ;  a  six-pounder  not  mounted,  and 
two  wall  pieces.  This  hill,  with  one  adjoining, 
commands  the  harbour. 

The  Kith  we  advanced  to  the  hill  nearer 
St.  John's,  which  the  enemy  hud  ijuitted. 
Twenty-uine  shallops  came  in  to-day  with 
artillery  and  stores,  provision  and  camp 
equipage,  from  Torbay,  which  we  unloaded. 
1  moved  the  remainder  of  the  troops  forward, 
leaving  a  ])ost  to  guard  the  puss  of  Kitty 
Vitty  on  the  other  side.  Last  night  the 
enemy's  fleet  got  out  of  the  harbour.  This 
night  we  lay  on  our  arms. 

The  17fh  a  mortar  battery  was  com- 
pleted and  a  battery  begun  for  4  twenty- 
i'our-pounders  and  2  twelve-pounders  ;  about 
4U0  yards  from  the  fort  made  the  road  from 
the  lauding  for  the  artillery,  and  at  night 
opened  the  mortar  battery  with  one  8  inch 
mortar,  seven  cohorns  and  six  royals.  The 
enemy  fired  pretty  briskly  from  the  fort  and 
threw  some  shells. 

The  18th  in  the  morning  I  received  a 
letter  from  Count  D'Haussonville,  of  which 
1  do  myself  the  honour  to  enclose  your 
Lordship  a  copy,  with  copies  of  other  letters 
that  passed  and  of  the  capitulation.  As 
liord  Colvill  at  this  time  was  some  distance 
ott"  the  coast  and  the  wind  not  permitting  his 
lordship  to  stand  in,  to  honour  me  with  his 
concurrence  in  the  terms  to  be  given  to  the 
garrison,  I  thought  no  time  shou'd  be  lost 
in  so  advanced  a  season  und  therefore  took 
upon  uie  to  determine  if,  hoping  to  meet 
with  his  liOrdship's  approbation  ;  iind  he  ba« 
given  me  the  greatest  pleasure  by  entirely 
approving  of  everything  that  I  have  done. 

I  must  beg  leave  to  say,  my  Lord,  that 
every  assistance  we  could  possible  desire 
from  the  fleet  has  been  given  us.  Lord 
Colvill  upon  the  short  notice  he  had  of  our 
joining  him  having  laboured  to  get  together 
all  the  shullops  he  could  and  with  which  we 
were  amply  supplied  ;  it  was  a  measure  of 
essential  service  and  without  which  our  opera- 


tions must  have  been  considerably  retarded. 
The  indefatigable  Ithour  und  persevering 
ardour  of  the  troops  1  have  the  honour  to 
coniniand,  so  necessary  towards  completing 
the  conquest  Ixjfore  the  hud  leason  set  in,  did 
indeed  e-xceed  whut  I  could  have  expected. 
Lieut -Col.  Tullikin  so  onded  me  in  every  thins 
that  I  could  wish,  ('uptain  McUonell  of 
Col.  Fraser's  regiment  having  Sir  Jeffrey 
Amherst's  leave  to  go  to  Knglaixl,  was  to 
have  delivered  this  to  your  Lordship,  but  his 
leg  was  broken  by  the  wound  he  received, 
which  keeps  him  here.  May  I  humbly 
|>resume,  my  Lord,  to  recommend  this  gentle- 
man to  your  Lordship's  protection  as  n  real 
biave  and  good  otticer. 

Lord  Colvill  intends  sending  H.M.S. 
Syren  immediately  to  Knglund.  I  send 
('apt.  Campbell  of  the  i2'.2nd  Regiment  with 
these  despatches  who  will  inform  your  Lord- 
ship of  any  particulars  you  may  desire  to 
know.  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  transmit 
to  your  Lordship  such  returns  as  1  can 
possibly  get  in  time,  to  show  the  true  state 
of  the  I;'rench  troops  and  garrison  here. 
I  am,  j<(c. 

William  Amiif.ust. 

Cnpt.  (""onipbell  has  brought  with  him 
the  French  colours  which  were  hoisted  on 
the  fort  at  St.  John's. 


(h.)  CoL.  Amiifust  to  the  P'uench 

C'OMMANDEH. 

Camp  before  St.  John's, 
SiK,  Sept.  IC,  17fi2. 

Humanity  directs  me  to  acquaint  you  of 
my  firm  intentions.  I  know  the  miserable 
state  your  garrison  is  left  in  and  am  fully 
informed  of  your  design  of  blowing  up  the 
fort  ou  quitting  it ;  but  have  a  care,  as  1  have 
taken  measures  effectually  to  cut  off  your 
retreat,  and  so  sure  as  a  match  is  put  to  the 
train,  every  man  of  the  garrison  shall  be  put 
to  the  swurd.  I  must  have  immediate 
l)ossession  of  die  fort  in  the  state  it  now  is, 
or  expect  the  consequences. 

1  give  you  half  an  hour  to  think  of  it. 
1  have  the  honour  to  be  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  Immble  servant, 
Wm.  Asiiiekst, 
To  the  officer  commanding  in  St.  John's. 


(i?.)  CoiNT  U'Haussonville  to  Col. 
Amueust. 

16  Sep.  1702. 
With  regard  to  the  conduct  that  1  shall 
hold,  you  may,  sir,  be  misinformed.  I  wait 
for  your  troops  and  .our  cannon ;  and 
nothing  shall  determine  me  to  surrender  the 
fort  unless  you  shall  have  totally  destroyed 
it  and  that  1  shall  have  no  more  powder  to 
fire. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be  Sir, 
Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant. 
The  Count  1>'IIaissonville. 
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(d.)  CoUSf  D'llAt  MONVILI.E  tO  LlKLT.-Coi.. 

Amiikumt, 
Sir, 

Under  the  uncurtaintjr  of  the  Huccors 
\rhich  I  may  receive  either  from  Krnnce  oritH 
nlliei*,  and  the  Fort  being  entire  and  in  a 
condition  for  a  long  defence,  I  am  resolved 
to  defend  myself  to  the  luxt  extremity.  The 
cupituhition  which  you  miiy  think  proper  to 
f(runt  me,  will  determine  me  to  surrender  the 
place  to  you,  in  onler  to  prevent  the  effuxion 
of  blood  of  the  men  who  defend  it.  What- 
ever resolution  you  come  to,  there  is  one  left 
to  me,  which  would  hurt  the  intercxti  of  the 
Sovereign  you  serve. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be  Sir 
Your  moHt  obedient  Inimble  servant, 

Lk  Comitb  L)'1Iau880.nvii.le. 
Fort  St.  John, 

Sept.  17,  1762. 
[N.H.— This  (lite  should  be  the  18th.] 

(e.) 
Camp  before  St,  .lohnV, 
Sept.  l«th  176a. 
I  have  just  had  the  honour  of  your 
letter.      His    Hritannick  Majesty's  fleet  and 
army  co-operating  here  will    not  give  any 
otner  terms  to  the  garrison  of  St.  John's  than 
their  surrendering  Prisoners  of  war.     I  don't 
thirst  after  the  blood  of  the  garrison  but  you 
must  determine  quickly  or  expect  the  con- 
sequences for  this  is  my  final  determination. 
I  am  Sir  &c. 

Wm.  Amiiriist. 
To  Count  D'Hauiisonville. 


Sir, 


(/.)  Count  D'Haussontillk  to  Coi,. 

AMIIKngT. 

Sept.  18,  1762. 
I  have  received  sir  j-our  letter  which  you 
did  me  the  honour  to  write  to  me.  I  am  as 
averse  as  you  to  the  effusion  of  blood.  I 
consent  to  surrender  the  fort  in  a  good 
condition  na  1  have  already  acquainted  you, 
if  the  demariils  which  I  enclose  lierewith  are 
granted  to  my  troops 

I  have  the  honour  &c. 

Le  Ccmi'tk  D'IIaijssonville. 


(g.)  Articles  of  Capitulation. 

Demands  of  the  garrison  of  St.  .John's, 
and,  in  general,  the  troops  that  are  in  it : — 

The  French  troops  shall  surrender 
prisoners  of  war. — Agreed  to. 

The  officers  and  sul)altern  officers  shall 
keep  their  arms  to  preserve  good  order  among 
their  troops. — Agreed  to. 

Good  ships  shall  be  granted  to  carry  the 
officers,  grenadiers,  and  private  men,  either 
wounded  or  not,  to  France  in  the  space  of  one 
mouth,  on  the  coast  of  Brifaiiny. — Agreed  to. 

{Lord  Colvill  will,  of  course,  embark 
them  an  soon  as  he  cim.) 

The  goods  and  effects  of  both  the  officers 
and  soldiers  shall  be  preserved. — His  Britan- 
nick  Majesty's  troops  never  pillage. 


The  gate  will  be  taken  possession  of  this 
nfternooD,  and  the  garrison  will  lay  down 
their  arms. 

This  is  to  be  signed  by  Lord  Colvill,  but 
it  will  remain  at  present, as  afterwards,  in  full 
force. 

Camp  before  St.  John's,  18  Sept.  1761!. 
Wm.  Amiiekht. 
Lk  C«>.uite  D'Haushonvillk. 


(A.)  Total  of  the  French  Troops  madb 
Pkisoneks  i.v  St.  John's  Fout. 

1  colonel,  1  lieut.-colonel,  IH  captains, 
13  lieutenants,  4  ensigns,  27  serjeants,  4.'> 
corporals,  4  J  sub-corporals,  lu  drummers, 
S33  fusiliers. 

Staff  Officers. 

M.U'CompteiviIans- 


sonville 

-    Colonel. 

M.  I)e  liellecombe 

Lieut.-Coloncl. 

M.  De  Mongure 

Major  and  Ad- 

jutant 

M.  Scire 

■    Engineer. 

Henry 

■     Surgeon  Major. 

Michel 

-     Cliiiplain. 

(i'.)  English  Killed  and  Wounded. 

Return  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing 
of  the  troops  under  the  command  of 
Lieut.-Col.  Amherst,  from  the  15th 
Sept.  inclusive. 

Captiiin  Maxwell's  light  infantry. — 3  rank 
and  file  killed  ;   10  rank  and  file  wounded. 

Captain  McDonell's  light  infantry.— 
3  rank  and  file  killed;  1  lieutenant,  1  Serjeant, 
5  rank  and  file  killed  ;  1  captain,  1.5  rank  and 
file  wounded. 

Captain  Barrow's  provincial  light  in- 
fantry.—  1  rank  and  file  killed;  3  rank  and 
file  wounded. 

First  battalion — 

2  captains,  1  Serjeant,  1  drummer,  3  rank 
and  file  wounded. 

Second  battalion — 

1  rank  and  file  killed ;  1  rank  and  file 
wounded. 

J'rovincial  battalion — 

1  rank  and  file  killed. 

Total,  I  lieutenant  and  11  rank  and  file 
killed ;  3  captains,  2  Serjeants,  1  drummer, 
32  rank  and  file  wounded. 


killed. 


Names  of  the  Officers, 
Lieut.  Schuyler,  of  the  Royal  Americans, 


Captain         McDonell,        of^ 
Frazer's     -  -  -  i 

Captain  Baillie.of  the  Royals  ]  wounded. 

Captain  McKenzie,  of  Mont- 
gomery's   -  .  - 

Wm.  Auheust. 
St.  John's, 

Sept.  20,  1762. 
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(A.)  Lonn  Colvii.i,  to  Mr.  Ci.kvi.and. 

Coi'Y  of  a  li'ttor  from  Lord  Oolvlll,  Com- 
nmmlcr-in-t'liii'l'  of  His  MiijcMy's  shipn 
in  North  Aiiu-rit'ii,  to  Mr.  CU'vIhikI. 
Dated  on  liuiinl  tlu'  Nnrthumherland,  in 
St.  Jolin'r*  Ilarliour,  Nfwfoundhind, 
Sept.  20,  17C'2. 

SiK, 

I  Imd  the  lionoiir  of  Bondinfr  you  nn 
account  of  my  iirocct'din^'N  luitil  the  IHth  of 
August  by  a  vecHcl  which  .siiilcd  from  IMucciitiii 
for  Kn^rhtnd  at  that  time,  und  on  the  22ud  1 
sailed  with  his  Miijcsty's  HhipH  the  North- 
umberland, Aiifflnpi',  (ionpnrt,  and  Syren, 
and  the  Kin;/  (ieon/e,  l)elonf;ing  to  the 
province  of  Massiu-husttts  Hay. 

On  the  2.'ith  wc  chased  a  schooner  off 
St.  John's,  and  took  her  close  to  the  harbour's 
mouth.  She  had  been  an  Kngli»h  privateer, 
taken  by  the  enemy,  had  eight  carrinfie  guns 
mounted,  and  was  innnned  with  thirty  French- 
men, commanded  by  an  ensign  de  Vaisscuu. 

The  enemy  had  sent  away  great  part  of 
St.  John's  men,  women  and  children,  by 
giving  them  vessels  and  provisions  to  carr" 
them  where  they  please(i ;  two  of  these,  a 
sloop  "'111  .  schooner,  we  met  with  on  the 
coast,  ami  look  twenty-three  Irishmen  that 
were  single  men  out  t'f  them,  to  replace  in 
part  the  marines  of  the  squadron  that  were 
left  in  the  garrison  at  I'lacentia  and  the  Isle 
of  Hoys.  These  Irishmen  said,  that  if  I  would 
go  into  the  Bay  of  liulls,  numbers  of  their 
countrymen  would  resort  to  me  and  enter  on 
board  the  F(|uadron ;  but  during  two  days 
which  I  staved  in  that  bay,  not  a  man  joined 
me.  The  few  inhabitants  that  remained  there, 
quietly  followed  their  business  of  tishing,  and 
it  is  possible  the  enemy  prevented  any  others 
at  St.  John's  from  coming. 

Mr.  Garland  and  .Mr.  Davis,  two  of  the 
principal  inhabitants  of  Harbour  Grace  and 
Carlwnera,  in  Conception  Bay,  having  ac- 
quainted me  that  a  number  of  men  in  their 
neighbourhood  were  willing  to  serve  in  the 
squadron  during  the  present  exigency,  I  sent 
the  armed  schooner  for  them,  and  she  re- 
turned with  fifty  men,  which  I  have  dis- 
tributed among  the  ships.  And  the  same 
gentlemen,  representing  that  the  enemy 
sometimes  sends  small  parties  by  land  to 
Portugal  Cove,  which  have  threatened  to 
molest  them  in  shallops  from  that  place, 
desired,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  all  their 
neighbours,  that  the  schooner  might  be 
stationed  in  Conception  Hay,  for  their  pro- 
tection and  defence,  which  request  1  complied 
with. 

The  island  of  Carbonera,  in  Conception 
Hay,  has  had  no  other  garrison  for  many 
years  but  a  few  old  men  of  the  artillery,  to 
take  care  of  the  guns  and  ordnance  stores. 
Had  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  adjacent 
coast  taken  post  here,  they  might  easily  have 
defended  it  against  any  force,  as  the  island 
is  inaccessible  ou  all  sides,  except  one  narrow 


landing  place,  and  no  safe  road  in  the 
neighbourhood  for  great  ships;  but  tlie  enemy 
landed  in  boats,  and  destroyeil  the  whole 
without  resistance.  And  the  island  of  HOYS, 
near  Ferrylaiid,  wouhl  probably  have  slinreil 
the  same  fate,  bad  it  not  been  possessed  in 
due  time  by  the  Si/ren'n  marines. 

In  fieipiently  passing  the  harbour'ii 
month  of  St.  John's,  we  coidd  plainly  see 
that  the  fort,  which  fronts  the  entrance,  was 
fortified  all  round  with  new  works  ;  and  that 
a  redoubt,  or  something  like  one,  was  raised 
at  the  little  Harbour  of  Kitty  Vitty.  'I'lui 
old  battery  at  the  south  side  of  the  harbour's 
mouth  was  repaired  with  additional  works, 
and  a  now  one  erected  on  the  same  side 
nearer  the  entrance.  All  these  were  to  bo 
seen  from  the  sea ;  and  I  could  not  learn 
that  the  enemy  intended  any  thing  more  than 
the  finishin;''  these  works. 

On  the  o'''  ."  September  I  received,  by 
n  sloop  express  i  ;ii  Halifax,  letters  from 
Sir  Jeffery  yVmhei.  •  at  New  York,  acquaint- 
ing me  that  he  liaif  come  to  a  resolution  to 
liend  a  body  of  troops,  in  order  "n  di>lodge 
tiie  encni'  >  soon  an  possibh  f.ohi  St.  John's  ; 
and  that  j^ieutenanf-Cobi  1  Amherst  was  to 
command  these  trc  o;..  The  same  convey- 
ance brought  me  '■  'ters  from  Colonel  Am- 
herst, acquaii'ing  me  with  hi.';  arrival  at 
Halifax  on  the  'i'itli  of  August,  Iiis  departure 
from  thcDije  on  the  Ist  of  September,  and 
with  his  intention  to  call  at  Louisbourg  for 
the  troops  tliere,  and  then  pn  <cd  round 
(Jape  Racf,  tojoin  me  on  this'  coast.  Lpou 
receipt  of  these  letters,  I  sent  the  sloop  which 
brought  them  to  look  out  for  Colonel  .\m- 
herst  and  the  transports  off  Cape  Race,  and 
in  order  to  join  them  the  sooner,  to  concert 
measures  for  the  ensuing  onerations,  befoie 
the  enemy  could  have  notice  of  their  arrival, 
I  dropped  down' with  the  squadron  to  Cape 
Hroyle;  but  Mr.  Gill  of  St.  John's,  who  had 
been  sent  out  of  the  town  in  a  cartel  schooner, 
sending  off  advice  from  Ferryland,  that  he 
was  sure  the  enemy  intended  to  sail  ia  a  very 
litfl(!  time,  I  returned  with  the  squadron  to 
our  station  off  St.  John's. 

On  the  11th  we  were  joined  by  Colonel 
Amherst,  with  the  troops  in  ten  transport 
vessels ;  and  I  proposeil  Torbay  as  the  i)roper 
place  to  land  at ;  it  is  to  the  northward  of 
St.  John's,  about  seven  miles  by  land,  and 
the  roads  pretty  good,  but  the  bay  is  not 
reckoned  safe  anchorage,  being  open  to  the 
easterly  winds,  which  usually  begin  to  prevail 
at  this  season. 

My  one  of  the  transports  from  New 
York  I  received  a  duplicate,  the  original  not 
yet  come  to  hand,  of  their  Lordships'  order  of 
the  7th  of  June,  directing  me  to  repair  myself 
or  send  a  sufficient  force,  to  enable  Captain 
Graves  of  the  Antelope  to  defeat  the  designs 
of  the  squadron  commanded  by  M.  de  Temay. 

On  the  12th  we  proceeded  to  Torbay. 
I  sent  Capt.  Douglas  in  the  Syren  to  anchor 
with  the  transports,  accompanied  by  the  boats 
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of  the  squadron,  and  a  nuinbor  of  shallopR, 
or  fishing;  boats,  which  J  collfcti'd  from 
different  parts  for  the  Itinfr's  service.  With 
the  rest  of  the  ships  I  retiuued  to  my  btaiiun 
close  to  St.  John's  hifbour. 

Next  morning  Col.  Amherst  landed  with 
the  troops  in  the  head  of  the  Bay,  having 
only  four  men  wounded  from  the  distant 
bush  firing  of  the  enemy  ;  he  marched  directly 
to  Kitty  Vitty  and  made  nimself  master  of 
that  important  post  in  the  evening  without 
having  a  niiin  killed,  and  onty  two  or  three 
wounded.  Everything  belonging  to  the  army 
was  carried  from  Torbay  to  Kitty  Vitty  in 
shallops  esc'iirted  by  boats  from  the  squadron. 
And  this  service  was  conducted  with  diligence 
and  care  by  Mr.  Dugdule,  my  first  lieutenant, 
Captain  Douglas  having  joined  the  squadron 
again. 

The  enemy's  fleet  was  to  have  sailed 
the  morning  I  passed  the  Harbour  with  the 
trtinsports ;  and  three  huiidretl  men  only 
were  to  be  let't  in  St.  John's  for  the  winter — 
but  upon  seeing  us  they  lauded  the  grenadiers 
again. 

The  IJth  it  being  strong  from  E.  to 
E.S.E.  with  thick  rainy  weather.  In  the 
evening  the  wind  shifted  to  the  westward, 
light  breezes  and  thick  fog.  At  six  next 
luorniiig,  it  being  calm  with  u  great  swell,  we 
Saw  from  the  mast  head,  but  could  bring  them 
down  no  lower  than  half  way  to  topmast 
shrouds,  four  sail  bearinu  S.S.E.  distant  seven 
leagues  ;  the  mouth  of  St,  John's  Harbour  at 
the  same  time  bore  V\'.  four  leagues.  We 
lost  sight  about  seven,  though  very  clear,  and 
some  time  after  a  small  breeze  springing  up 
from  the  S.W.  quarter  I  stood  towards 
Torbay  in  order  to  cover  the  shallops  that 
might  be  going  irom  thence  to  Kitty  N'itty. 

In  the  afternoon  I  received  a  note  from 
Col.  Amherst  acquainting  nie  that  the  French 
fleet  got  out  last  night.  Thus  after  being 
blocked  up  in  St.  John's  Harbour  for  three 
weeks  by  a  siiuadrou  of  equal  nuuibi-r,  but 
smaller  ships  with  fewer  guns  and  men, 
M.  de  Ternay  made  his  escape  in  the  night 
by  a  shameful  flight.  I  beg  leave  to  observe 
that  not  a  man  iu  the  squadron  iniagineil  the 
four  sail  when  we  saw  them  were  the  enemy  ; 
and  the  pilnts  were  of  opinion  that  they  must 
have  had  the  wind  much  stronger  than  with 
us  to  overcome  the  easterly  swell  in  the 
Harl  our's  mouth.  I  seT't  the  Kiinj  (itort/e 
us  far  as  Trepassy  to  bring  me  intelligence 
if  the  enemy  should  steer  towaids  I'lacentia; 
and  I  directed  Captain  Douglas  of  the  Si/rfu 
to  get  the  transports  moved  from  Torbay,  a 
very  unsafe  road,  to  the  ilay  of  Hulls. 

A  boml»  battery  was  opened  against  the 
fort,  in  the  night  of  the  17th,  and  next  day 
it  capitulated  before  any  other  batteries  hud 
begun  to  play ;  and  1  her-with  enclose  a  copy 
of  the  capitulation. 

The  sipiadron  got  into  the  harbour 
yesterday  morning  ;  and  in  the  evening  I 
received  their  Lordships'  order  of  the  iiud  of 


August,  sent  me  by  Ca|)tain  Pnlliser  of  the 
Shrewsburi),  who  with  the  Superb,  Bedford, 
and  Minerva,  had  just  arrived  on  th'>  coast. 
I  have  directed  Captiiia  I'alliser,  with  the 
other  ships,  to  come  into  the  harbour  as  soon 
as  convenient  opportunity  offers  for  so  doing. 

We  have  about  800  prisoners,  grenadiers 
picquets,  und  some  marines,  being  a  verj-  fine 
body  of  men  and  nearly  equal  in  number  to 
the  regulars  of  our  army.  I  am  now  pre- 
paring transports  to  carry  them  to  lirest. 
The  enemy  <lid  not  intend  to  leave  so  great  a 
part  of  their  force  here ;  their  grenadiers  were 
ready  for  embarking,  but  M.  de  Ternay 
seemed  determined  at  all  events  to  grasp  an 
opportunity,  which  if  once  lost  might  never 
be  regained ;  therefore  iu  the  utmost  con- 
fusion he  left  behind  his  grenadiers,  anchors, 
and  turned  his  boats  adritY,  when  they  had 
towed  him  out.  The  fog  was  so  thick  that 
Lieut.  Col.  Tullikia  who  was  posted  on  an 
eminence  in  the  narrowest  part  of  the 
harbour's  mouth  could  hear  their  noise  but 
could  not  discern  any  of  the  .ships ;  the  fog 
even  altered  the  direction  of  the  sound,  which 
si-emed  to  come  from  another  part  of  the 
Harbour  whilst  they  must  have  been  directly 
under  him. 

There  is  a  considerable  quantity  of 
provisions  and  other  goods  at  this  place 
collected  and  tumbled  promiscuously  into 
different  storehouses  by  the  enemy.  Many 
of  the  Irish  servants  have  also  been  robbing 
and  plundering  their  masters.  To  ascertain 
properly  in  order  to  make  restitution  as  far 
as  can  be,  and  to  restore  regularity  to  a 
country  so  long  distracted  by  being  in  the 
enemy's  possession,  will  be  the  particular 
care  of  Governor  Graves  who  in  my  opinion 
is  well  qualified  for  such  an  office,  and  as  he 
will  stay  here  he  will  be  able  iu  a  gieat 
measure  to  restore  the  affairs  of  this  country, 
t'aptain  Douglas  of  the  Sifvcn  has  behaved 
with  spirit  and  activity  and  exerted  every 
talent  of  a  good  officer  during  the  expedition  ; 
(and  without  adding  any  more  officers  to  the 
corps)  I  am  happy  in  the  opportunity  of 
sending  him  to  wait  on  their  Lordships. 


II.  Bermudians  in  the  Bank  Fishery. 

(a.)   Messrs.    Ilri.i.    &    Hauvev    to    Joii\ 
HuKiiwoon,  Public  Agent  for  the  Island 

OF  BliK.Ml'DA. 

Newfoundland  Aug.  Ilth  1788. 
Since  arrival  of  Governor  Ailuiiral  Elliot 
are  confirmed  by  him,  in  indulgence  of 
making  and  drying  fish  on  any  part  of  the 
coast  of  Newfoundland  lor  present  year;  hut 
he  is  of  opinion  that  the  clause  in  the  Act  of 
I-lth  Parliament  l.')thyearof  Keign  of  present 
Majesty  is  against  us,  insomuch  that  they 
may  not  in  future  land,  to  cure  and  make  their 
fish  on  any  part  of  coast,  unlc'.s  a  ditferent 
explanation  of  that  clause  take  place.  Not- 
withstanding by  Act  of  Williiuu  III.  10  &  1  I 
c.  x.w.  His  Majesty's  subjects  residing  within 
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the  realm  of  England  or  dominions  belonging, 
trading  to  Xi'wfouiidlan<i  have  cipial  right  to 
nuiking  and  husbanding  \c.  of  tish  on  the 
shores,  as  well  as  taking  it  on  the  Hanks — 
appears  to  be  no  rcpc.il  of  that  Act,  unless 
tiie  exi>laMatory  clause  of  Act  alluded  to  be 
constr!U'd  to  repeal  so  much  of  Act  of 
William  III. 

Hy  the  Uoston  I'ort  Hill,  IJerinudiansare 
particularly  named  eiicouragtd  ami  licensed 
to  engage  in  this  biisiiiess.  'i'be  force  of  that 
law  was  done  away  by  change  of  (jovernment 
in  L'nitcd  States  so  far  as  respected  them 
only,  and  as  no  repeal  has  taken  place,  con- 
ceive no  doubt,  but  that  it  still  lias  elfect 
with  all  subjects  therein  ilescribed  who  con- 
tin. led  subjects  to  the  Crown  of  (ireat  Hritain. 
Act  [Uoston  I'ort  Hill]  speaks  not  of  landing 
in  curing  fish,  but  of  general  licence  of  taking 
it  on  the  Hanks ;  t^ut  ry  I  will  not  landing 
and  curing  be  consiilerc<l  as  a  natural  con- 
sequence of  taking?  Otherwise  indulgence  of 
law  will  iK)t  avail  them,  for  If  forbidden  to 
Jk'nnudians  to  land  fish  for  drying  and  luis- 
banding  in  Newfoundland  ports,  it  would  be 
little  short  of  total  prohibition  of  indulgence 
granted — distance  from  Hanks  to  Herniuda 
being  too  great  to  carry  green  fish,  with 
security,  and  if  carried  safe,  the  severity  of 
the  weather  in  all  the  fishing  season  will  not 
admit  husbanding  and  curing  fish  in  their 
island  fit  for  market — the  attempt  would  be 
preposterous. 

There  are  many  reasons  for  indulging 
Hermiidiaiis  in  present  pursuit.  Thi-y  liave 
no  staple  commodity  for  exporting,  they  are 
altogether  supported  by  our  Navigation.  All 
supplies  of  Cordage  Sail  canvas,  nails  &c.  for 
ship  building  are  mostly  received  from  Kiig- 
laiid.  Hcfoie  the  War  they  were  carriers  of 
a  large  proportion  of  the  produce  of  America 
from  thence  to  the  Sugar  Colonies,  but  now 
that  trade  is  loaded  with  ilitficulties  and  ex- 
penses, they  cannot  ciintiuue  it  with  any 
advantages.  We  apprehend  great  exertions 
will  be  made  by  Merchants  fnun  tlu^  West  of 
Kngland  to  piobibit  them  in  their  present 
pursuit,  and  we  recpiest  that  their  [Hernnidian] 
agent  loses  no  time  nor  exertion  to  get  Acts 
alluded  to  explained,  or  anything  contained 
that  tends  to  obstruct  them  in  making  and 
husbanding  fish  mi  shore  in  liiirbours  and 
bays  about  Neivf'oundland,  or  in  biingiiig 
into  port  for  curing  and  nianutiicturiug  oil  on 
shore,  either  whales  or  blubber,  killed  and 
taken  in  and  about  Coast,  to  get  such  ob- 
struction removed  by  most  certain  menus 
possible.  We  shall  lake  tlie  earliest  oppor- 
tunity of  laying  before  the  Legislature  of 
Ucrmuda  a  repieseiilation  of  their  ilifficiiltics. 
They  have  now  employed  in  their  Herniuda 
Vessels  upwards  of  liUO  men,  four-fifths  of 
whom  art  natives,  and  a  large  propunion 
raw  inexperienced  men,  and  but  few  blacks. 
May  not  Herniuda  bo  said  to  become  a  nur- 
sery for  seamen  for  America,  with  good  atlcct 
that  fewer  will  be  encouraged  to  leave  Ills 
/    p.  iJT^U, 


Majesty's  dominions  in  Kurope.  We  further 
hint  that  the  difficulties  that  are  started  are 
foumled  on  the  expression  in  the  4th  Clause 
of  the  first  .\ct  alluded  to. 


(J).)    GoVEUNOII    Kl.MOT    TO     TlIK    (iOVKUNOll 

OF  Hkumiiu.v. 

St.  John's,  Newfoundland, 
Siu,  UOth  August  17SH. 

On  my  arrival  here  a  few  days  since, 
I  was  surprised  to  find  a  number  of  vessels 
belonging  to  Herniuda  engaged  in  the  fishery 
of  this  island  contrary  to  an  Act  of  I'arlia- 
nient  past  in  the  15th  year  of  Ills  present 
Majesty,  entitled  "An  .Vet  for  the  encoiiragi'- 
iiient  of  the  fi.sheries  eariied  on  from  (Jieat 
Hritain,  Ireland,  and  the  Hriti^h  Doiiiinions 
in  Kurope,  and  ftu  securing  ihc  Hetiirn  of 
the  Fishermen,  Sailors,  and  others  em- 
ployed." [.Vs]  !  am  inclined  to  believe 
[they  camej  without  any  intention  on  their 
pait  of  infringing  the  law,  1  shall  allow  them 
to  continue  till  the  end  of  the  jiresent  season, 
but  must  reipiest  of  your  Kxcelleiiey  to  warn 
them  against  coming  here  next  year,  as  the 
most  positive  orders  will  be  given  to  the 
Custom  House  not  to  admit  them  upon  any 
consideration  whatever,  to  land  and  dry  their 
fish  contr.iry  to  the  before  mentioned  Act  of 
I'iirliament. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  Kxcellency's  Most  Obedient 

and  Most  lliinible  Servant, 

Ei.i.ior. 

His  Exc(  llency 

The  (ioveinorof  Hcrmuda. 

(c.)  G.  Elliot,  Goveunoii,  to  Loan  Svdn-kv. 

St.  .Iidin's,  '.'(iih  Oct.  I78H. 
Soon  after  my  arrival  from  Hiif;hind 
this  year  I  was  iiifornitd  that  Heniiii;liaii 
sliiiis  were  engaged  in  the  Newl'oiiiidljuid 
fishery,  and  in  course  of  ten  days  nineteen 
sail  of  them  came  into  the  port  of  St.  .lohn's 
with  their  second  cargoes  of  fish  from  the 
banks.  Had  I  arrived  in  time  I  should 
have  thought  it  my  duty  to  refuse  tlieiii  the 
privilege  of  laniliiig  and  drying,  but  in  eon- 
sideiation  of  the  vessels  beini;  owned  an  I 
navigated  b\  Hritish  subjects,  and  niidcrstand- 
iiii;  they  had  been  misled  by  Act  I.")  of  His 
present  .Majesty,  which  although  it  deprivd 
tiiem  of  most  of  the  priviliges  eiijoved  bv 
ve.^sels  arriving  from  our  Hritish  Dominions 
ill  Eurojiedid  not  precluae  them  from  cateliiii" 
fish  on  the  Hanks  and  bringing  them  inio 
harbours  of  N'ewfoundlaml  for  sale,  I  pi  i- 
mitled  tlieiii  to  compleat  tlieir  voyages,  and  [ 
hope  my  conduct  therein,  together  with  mv 
letters  to  the  Governor  of  the  Hermndas  npou 
the  subject,  will  meet  with  H.M.  ap[)robation. 

(</.)  (^From  the  Ucrmudian  Recurds.) 

Friday,  June  l!7th,  1788. 
Colonel    Tucker,     .Mr.     James    Tucker, 
and  Mr.  George  Uascome  [were  appointedj 
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a  coinmittee  in  conjunction  with  u  committee 
of  council  to  correspond  during  recees  of 
aSHembly  with  John  Klackwood,  Esq.,  public 
agent  at  Lamlin. 


(e.)  Tuesday,  Novemher  11th,  1788. 

Extension  Address  of  the  Goverxou 
(Henuy  Hamilton)  on  tiik  oikxisg 
OF  TIIK  Session. 

The  promotion  of  the  Newfoundland 
fishery  appears  to  me  an  object  calling  (or 
your  immediate  attention  if  itny  obstacles 
have  occurred  which  have  rendered  the  first 
adventure  less  profitable  than  might  have 
been  expected,  your  prudence  will  surmount 
them  or  weaken  their  effect  by  legal  restric- 
tions or  adequate  encouragement.  Should  it 
appear  to  you  advisable  to  resort  to  the  favour 
and  protection  of  the  British  Legislature,  the 
earliest  intimation  must  be  given  to  the 
principal  agent  whose  endeavours,  I  am 
persuiided,  will  not  be  wanting  to  ailvance  a 
hrancli  of  commerce  in  the  said  fisheries  to 
th;;  sa-d  Ports  thereof  at  the  end  of  the 
Fishing  Season  which  by  the  following  Cliuise 
("  and  in  order  to  obviate  auy  doubts  that 
have  arisen  or  may  arise  to  whom  the 
Privilege  or  Hight  of  drying  Fish  on  the 
Shores  of  Newfoimdlaiid  does  or  sh.ill 
belong  under  the  before  mentioiied  Act  made 
in  the  10th  and  11th  years  of  the  Keign 
of  King  William  HI.  which  Kight  or 
Privilege  has  hitherto  only  been  enjoyed 
by  His  Majesty's  Subjects  and  the  other 
Hritish  Dominions  in  Kuiojje  be  it  enai'ted 
and  declared  by  the  authority  aforesaid  that 
the  said  Kight  and  Privilegt^  shall  not  be 
held  and  enjoyed  by  auy  of  His  ilajesty's 
Subjects  arriving  at  Newfoundland  irom  auy 
other  Country  exce])t  Great  Britain  or  one 
of  the  British  Dominions  in  Kuro^e ")  of 
course  incai)acitafes  the  Bermudians  and  all 
other  His  Majesty's  Subjects  arriving  there 
in  vessels  not  fitted  in  letters  of  the  said  Act 
from  landing  anil  drying  their  Fish.  But  in 
consideration  of  their  having  been  at  con- 
siderable expense  and  the  very  great  loss  they 
would  sustain  if  at  this  period  they  were  to 
be  i)rohibited  from  prosecuting  their  voyages, 
wliich  were  undertaken  so  advantageous  to 
"  these  Islands." 


(/.)    KXTIIAOT   FltOM    UkI-LY    OF   TJIK    HoiSE 

OF  Assembly  to  the  Goveknok's  Ao- 

DKESS  AT  the  OTEMNG  OF  THE  SliSSION. 

To  people  destitute  of  a  staple,  nothing 
can  be  more  desirable  than  the  establisliniciit 
of  some  productive  substitute.  In  this  point 
.»  of  view,  the  cod  fishery  demands  our  im- 
mediate and  serious  attention.  We  shall 
therefore  endeavour  to  promote  such  measures 
as  shall  [tend]  to  remove  the  dilliculties 
which  have  lU'isen  to  the  ju'osecutiou  of  the 
first  adventure,  and  to  afford  in  future  u 
greater  probability  of  success. 


III.— The  Conspiracy  in  St.  John's  in 
1799-1800. 

St.  John's,  Newfoundland, 
Sir,  July  2,  18(10. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you,  that  a  spirit 
of  disaffection  to  our  Government  has  mani- 
fested itself  here  last  winter  and  in  the  spring. 
The  first  symptoms  made  their  apiiearance 
about  the  latter  end  of  February,  by  some 
anonymous  pajiers  posted  up  in  the  night, 
threatening  the  persons  and  property  of  the 
magistrates,  if  they  persisted  in  enforcing  u 
proclamation  they  had  published,  respecting 
hogs  going  at  large, contrary  to  a  presentment 
of  the  grand  jur^'.  We  advertised  a  hundred 
guineas  reward  for  the  discovery  of  the  author 
or  authors,  and  the  inhabitants  viewing  it  in 
a  very  projjer  light,  as  the  commencoment  of 
anarchy  and  confusion,  and  destruction  of  all 
oi'der,  handsomely  came  forward  iu  support 
of  the  magistrates,  and  offered  two  hundred 
guineas  more,  but  1  am  sorry  to  say  withcmt 
effect.  The  next  step,  still  more  alarming, 
was  a  combination  of  bt'tween  forty  and  fifty 
of  the  Royal  Newfoundland  Begiment,  to 
desert  with  their  arms,  with  a  declared 
intention,  as  appeared  by  a  letter  left  behind 
them,  of  putting  every  person  to  death  who 
should  attempt  to  oppose  them.  This  they 
l)ut  in  execution  on  the  night  of  the  24tli 
April.  Their  place  of  rendezvous  was  the 
jiowdcr  shed,  back  of  Fort  Townshcnd,  at  1 1 
at  night,  but  were  not  joined  in  time  from 
Fort  Townshcnd  or  Fort  William.  We  know 
not  the  reason  why  the  party  from  Fort 
Towiishend  did  not  join  them,  but  at  Fort 
William  Colonel  Skinner  happened  to  have  a 
party  at  his  hoii.se  very  late  that  night, 
preventing  the  possibility  of  their  going  out 
unperceived  at  the  appointed  hour,  and  the 
alarm  being  made  at  Signal  Hill  for  those 
who  quitted  that  post,  the  plot  was  blown, 
wlien  only  nineteen  were  met,  who  iuiine- 
diately  set  olf  for  the  woods,  but  from  the 
vigihiiice  and  activity  used  in  their  jiursuit, 
ill  about  ten  days  or  a  fortnight,  sixteen  of 
them  were  taken,  two  or  three  of  wluun 
int'ormed  against  the  others,  and  implicated 
upwards  of  twenty  more,  who  had  not  only 
agreed  to  deseiT,  but  had  also  taken  the  oaths 
of  I'nited  Irishmen,  administered  by  an  arch- 
villain  Murphy,  who  belonged  to  the  regiuient, 
and  one  of  the  deserters,  who  with  a  s'?rgeaiit 
Kelly,  and  a  juivate,  have  not  as  yet  been 
taken.  We  do  not  know,  nor  was  it  i>ossible 
to  ascertain,  how  far  this  defection  and  the 
united  oaths  extended  through  the  regiment, 
(ii'iieral  Skerret  ordered  a  general  court- 
martial  ujjon  twelve  of  those  taken,  five  of 
whom  were  sentenced  to  he  hanged,  and 
seven  to  be  shot ;  the  former  were  executed 
on  a  gallows  erected  uiwn  the  spot  where 
tiiey  met  at  the  powder  shed,  the  other  seven 
were  sent  to  Halifax,  to  he  further  dealt  with 
as  His  lioyal  Highness  should  think  proper, 
those  also  implicated  by  the  king's  evidence 
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were  sent  in  irons  to  Halifax;  and  the  Duke 
of  Kent  1ms  at  leii^jlh  removed  all  the  refjiinent, 
except  two  companies  of  picked  men,  to  head 
(piarters,  and   has  relieve<l  them  l)y  the  whole 
of   the   tiCtli    refiiment,    who   are    now    here. 
Various  have  been  the  rejiorts  on  this  liusiness  ; 
the  town  to   tiie  amount   of  L',  ."!,  or  -JDI)   nu'li 
luentioiied    as    privy   or    ('(UU'erned    in    this 
business,  and  of  aetinj:  in  concert  with  them, 
at  least  so   far   as   to  destroy,    iilundcr,    and 
set   off  for  the   States,   but    no   names    have 
been   jiarticularly  meutiiuu-d,  so  as   to  brinj; 
the    ]>io()f   biune.     In    fact,  we    -we.'e  at  one 
time    in    such    a   sitiuttion,   as  to  render  the 
])olicv-   of   actinjj    very    doubtfid,   until    more 
force  shoulii   arrive,  as  we   kiu'w   not  «ho  we 
could  depend   upon   for   su|>piirt    in    case    of 
resistance,  havini;  every  reascui  to   believe  the 
defection  was  very  extensive,  not  only  tlirou};h 
the  refriinent,  but  throufjli  the   inhabitants  of 
this  and  all   the  out   harbours,  i)articularly  to 
the  sr)uthward,  almost  to   a  man   have  taken 
the    I'nited   Oaths,  which   is  "  to   be   triu'  to 
the  old  cause,  and    to  follow  their  heads  of 
whatsoever  denomination."     Althoujih  those 
heads  iire  not  to  be   known  to  them  till  the 
moment  a    plan    is  to  be    put    in   action,  all 
this    one    of    the    evi<lenccs     has     declared 
originated  from  letters  received  from  Ireland. 
Althou;:h  a  United  Irishnuui,  he  was  yet  but 
a  novice,  and   was   not    so   far    let   into    the 
secret  as  to   know  who   the  letters  were  ad- 
dressed to,  or  who  from.      Allhough  we  are  at 
j)resent  without  any  immediaie  apprehension 
of  danj;er,  we  have  no  reason  to  supposi'  their 
dispositiotis  have  chaufrcd,  or  that  their  plans 
of  plunder,  burniiif;<,  \c.,   are  jriveu  up,  but 
only  waiting  a   proper  opportunity   to  break 
forth.     The   most  probable  lime   for  such  an 
event   would    be   towards    the   close   of   the 
winter,  when  the  ships  of  war  are   absent,  the 
peaceable  and  well-(lis])iiscd  part  of  the  com- 
munity off  their  guard,  and  no  possibility  of 
succour  for  two  or  three  months,  or  of  even 
convening   intelligence    of  oui'    situation.     If 
such  lias  been  their  |ilaii,  ot  which  there    is 
little  room   left    for   doubt,  though   1  believe 
more  lor  motives  of  plunder  than  of  coiuiuest, 
either  of  which  would  be   eipially  destructive, 
it  wouhl  be  absurd  to   su])|iose   it   might    not 
take  place  asraiii — I  siuiuM   therefore  imagine 
it   behoves  Goveiiuneiit   not   to    risk    another 
winter  without    obviating  its   possible  effect  ; 
and  I  am  firmly  of  opinion,  afier  taking  the 
whole  of  what  has  passetl    into  view,  that  the 
security  of  the    trade    and    fishery,  iv.xy.    the 
security  and  salvation  of  the  islainl  itself,  will 
entirely  depend  upon  a  proper   military  force 
at    this  jilace  with  siitlicieiit  strength  to  afVoid 
siiuill  detaclnueuts  to  sonu'of  the  out  harbours 
to  the  southward  to  watch  their  inotidiis,  atid 
assist  the  magistrates  wlu'u   iiccessaiy.     This 
force  to  reiuler  security  effectual  cannot   be 
less    than    8i»i)   or    l.iioo    men,    particularly 
while  Ireland   is  in  such  a  lUate  of  fernu-nt  iis 
it  has  been  ami  is   likely   to  continue   till  the 
busiuess  of  the  uniou  is  settled,  for  the  events 


of  Ireland  have  heretofore  iind  will  in  a  great 
measure  govern  the  .sentiments  and  actions 
of  the  far  greater  nuijority  of  the  people  iu 
this  country. 

I  (unitted  observing  that  the  regiment  now 
here  (the  Gtith)  have  but  little  miu-e  than  half 
their  complenu-nt  of  n\en,  and  are  mostly 
composed  of  drafts  from  the  Irish  brigade 
sent  three  or  four  years  ago  to  Ilulifax,  of 
course  not  so  well  aifajited  f(U'  the  protection 
recpiired.iis  a  full  tind  complete  regiment  from 
Knglan<l,  stiuineh  and  well-affected. 

I  have  thus  ventured  to  offer  my  opinion 
upon  the  public  situation  of  affairs  in  this 
island,  and  have  <uily  to  regret  in  common 
with  tin;  real  well-wishers  to  its  prosperity, 
that  by  the  triennial  mode  of  appointing 
goveriuirs  we  are  to  be  deprived  of  the  aiil  of 
your  intlueiuu'  aial  counsel,  at  a  time  when 
from  your  real  knowledge  of  the  islanil  and 
its  interiutl  affairs,  they  might  be  of  such 
essential  service. 

I  have  the  houour  to  be,  Sic. 

.1.    OODKN. 

To  the  Hon.  Vice-.Vdmiral  Wnldcgruve, 

IV.— The  Early  Seal  Fishery. 

Described  by  J.  Hi. and,  of  IJon.ivista,  ii.  .> 
Letter  to  Governor  (i.\.\inii:i[. 
Sill,  Bonavista,  -Jliih  September  18(Jl'. 

Your  Kxcellencv  has  been  pleased  to 
request  of  me  some  information  respecting 
iMir  seal  fishery,  and  as  fur  as  my  own 
experience  and  general  observation  can  lead, 
I  shall  endeiivoiu'  to  comply  with  that  recpiest. 
This  udventurous  and  perilous  pursuit  is 
prosecuted  in  two  different  ways — during  the 
winter  months  by  nets,  and  from  Ularch  to 
Juiu)  iu  ice-skiffs  and  deeke<l  boats,  or 
sehocuiers.  The  fishery  by  nets  extends  frtuu 
(Conception  Hay  to  the  Labradiu',  and  in  the 
northern  pnsts  there  is  most  certainty  of 
success.  About  fifty  pounds  weight  of  strong 
twine  will  be  reipiired  to  make  a  net,  the  half 
worn  small  hawsers,  which  the  boats  have 
used  in  the  summer  fishery,  serve  for  foot 
ropes;  new  ratline  is  necessary  for  head 
ropes,  and  each  net  is  required  to  be  tiboiit 
forty  fathoms  in  length,  and  nearly  three 
iu  depth.  I  am  thus  minute  that  your 
Excclleiiey  may  form  some  idea  of  the  ex- 
])eiise  attending  this  adventure,  as  well  as  of 
the  mode  in  which  it  is  conducted. 

Four  or  five  men  constitute  a  cn-w  to 
attend  about  twenty  nets,  but  in  brisk  sealing 
this  number  of  nets  will  recpiire  a  d(Uible 
crew  in  separate  boats.  'J'lie  seals  bolt  into 
the  nets  while  ranguig  at  the  bott(uu  in  quest 
of  fiiod,  which  makes  it  necessary  to  keep  the 
nets  to  the  gtouinl,  where  they  are  made  to 
stand  on  their  lo>;s,  as  the  phrase  is,  liy  means 
of  cork  tustened  a'  eipuil  ilistances  along  the 
head  ropes.  Th  nt-t  is  extended  at  tho 
bottom  by  a  uuhuing  and  killock  fixed  to 
each  end,  and  it  i>  frequently  placud  in  forty 
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fathoms  water,  for  we  obgcrvp  that  the  hirgest 
Heals  are  caught  in  the  deepest  water.  To 
each  end  of  the  head-rope  is  fixed  a  line  with 
a  pole  staniiiug  erect  iii  the  water  to  guide 
the  seaU'rs  to  the  net,  and  when  these  jioles 
are  torn  away  hy  ice,  or  other  aeeident,  they 
are  directed  by  landmarks  and  find  their  nets 
with  creepers.  The  seals,  in  their  ettbrts  to 
get  free,  cable  the  nets  at  the  bottom,  and 
none  but  experienced  scalers  can  disengage 
them  without  cutting  the  net.  This  deseriii- 
tion,  sir,  may  not  be  interesting,',  but  it  will 
convey  to  your  Kxeellency  a  correct  idea  of 
this  labiirious  business,  and  show  that  none 
but  men  active  and  inured  to  hardship,  can  he 
qmdified  lo  engage  in  it.  On  the  Labrador 
coast  the  seal  fishery  begins  in  November  antl 
ends  about  Christmas,  when  the  nets  are 
taken  up.  With  us,  it  begins  about  Christmas 
and  continues  through  the  winter,  the  ice  in 
this  quarter  being  seldom  stationary  for  any 
considerable  length  of  time. 

Should  strong  East  and  X.E.  winds  pre- 
vail  through   the  months  of  December  ami 
.lanuary,  the  seals  towards  the  cud   of  the 
latter  month  never   fail  to   appear    'n   lai^e 
companies,  always  going  before  the  wind  and 
ice    till  they  find  themselves   inbayed.     The 
Heals   upon  this   coast   are    of  many   species, 
they  are  classed  and  distinguishe<I  by  names 
only  to  be  found  in  the  Newfoundland  nonien- 
cliture,   and  only   understood  by   the  New- 
foundland naturalists.     Tar.i,  Dnaterx,   Gun- 
swail.t,   and   many   others,    breed    upon    the 
rocks   in  the   summer  season,   and   may    be 
called  natives,  b\it  these  make  but  little  part 
of  our  fishery,  our  depeudance  rests  wholly 
upon  Harps  and  Bedlciiiers,  which  an-  driven 
by  winds  and  ice  from  the  north-east  seas. 
The  harp  in  its  prime  will  yield  from  ten  to 
sixteen   gallons   of  oil,  and  the  bedlemer,  a 
seal  of  the  same  species,  only  younger,  from 
three  to  seven.     About  the  roiildle  of  March 
the  female  hiirp  whelps  upon   ice,  and,  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days,  becomes  reduced  to  less 
than  half  of  her  largest  bulk.     'J'lio  male,  also, 
from  this  perio<l  reduces,  but  not  in  the  same 
nroportion.    There  is,  therefore,   an   evident 
advantage  in  catching  the  seals  in  the  winter. 
I    will   now,   sir,    proceed   to  bring    into 
view  the  prodtice  of  this  fishery  in  Honavista 
Bay  for  some  years  back,   in   doing  which  I 
shall  be  as  precise  as  the   ualiirc  of  the  case 
will  now  ailmit  of.     In  the  winter  of  17'.ll-i;, 
a  succession  of  hard  gales  from  the  north- 
east  brouaht    the    seals    in    great    numbers, 
before  the  middle  of  .January,  unaccompanied 
bv  any  ice,  a  circumstance  that  rarely  occurs. 
ill  Bonavifta  about  two   hundred  nu'n  niight 
have  been  employed  in  attending  the  nets,  and 
the    number  of    seals    caught    amounted   to 
about  seven   thousand.     The  entire  catch  at 
Bonavista  Bay  may  be  taken  at  ten  thousand, 
and  two-thirds  of  the  whole   reckoned  lldrps. 
The  harps  yielded  thirteen  shillings  each,  ami 
the  bedlermers  seveu  shillings  and  sixjieucc, 


which  at  that  time  afforded  the  merchant  n 
large  profit  in  the  English  market. 

The  winter  of  92-3  the  nets  were  un- 
productive, hut  the  ice-skiffs  in  the  spring 
were  generally  successful,  killing  from  five  to 
six  thousand  seals,  piincipally  young,  which 
yielded  five  shillings  each. 

For  the  winter  and  spring  93-4,  we  may 
reckon  about  five  thousand. 

In  9.5  the  nets  were  successful  in  the 
prime  part  of  the  season,  and  the  numbers 
taken  about  six  thousatid,  two-thirds  of  which 
were  harps. 

The  five  succeeding  years  may  be 
averaged  at  six  thousand  each,  and  three- 
fourths  of  these  may  be  reckoned  young  seals. 
In  the  spring  of  1801  Ave  may  count  about 
twenty  thousand,  the  greatest  part  of  which 
were  dragged  on  the  ice  by  men,  women,  and 
children,  with  incredible  labour.  These  seals 
were  principally  of  the  hooded  kind,  and 
about  nine-tenths  of  them  young.  The  old 
yielded  about  fourteen  shillings  and  the  young 
se\en.  The  last  season  may  have  produced 
six  thousand,  yielding  on  an  average  about 
seven  shillings  each.  I  do  not  know,  sir,  if 
what  I  have  written  will  be  thought  satis- 
factory. I  have  confined  myself  to  the 
district  in  which  I  live,  not  having  materials 
from  which  to  give  anything  like  a  correct 
statement  of  the  other  sealing  ports  of  the 
island  and  of  Labrador.  It  may,  neverthe- 
less, be  proper  to  say,  that  your  Excellency 
ought  not  to  form  an  estimate  of  these,  from 
the  foregoing  sketch.  The  ports  on  the 
coast  of  Labrador,  on  the  northern  shore,  now 
possessed  by  the  French,  and  southward  to 
Fogo,  have  been  out  of  all  comparison  more 
suceesiifnl  in  this  fishery  by  nets. 

The  sealing-adventure  by  large  boats, 
which  sail  about  the  middle  of  \larch,  has 
not  been  general  longer  than  nine  years.  It 
has  been  pursued  with  various  success,  and 
timinestionably  has  a  tendency  to  promote 
the  first  intention  of  government  beyond  any 
other.  From  two  to  three  thousand  meti 
have  been  employed  in  this  pcrilims  adven- 
ture, and  it  may  excite  surprise  that  so  few 
fatal  acciilcuts  have  happened.  It  is,  how- 
ever, in  my  opinion,  for  various  reasons,  upon 
the  decline,  and  it  may  properly  become  a 
([iiestion  whether  Government  ought  to  suffer 
it  to  fall,  if  it  can  be  supported  to  its  full 
extent  through  the  medium  of  a  premium  or 
bounty.  t)ut  of  the  harbour  of  Saint  .John's 
this  adventure  has  been  followed  with  un- 
e()inmoi\  spirit,  and  your  Excellency,  it  is 
likely,  may  obtain  useful  information  on  this 
subject  from  the  merchants  of  that  quarter. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  great 
respect.  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  obedient  humble 
servant, 

John  Bland. 
His  Excellency 

James  Gambier,  Esquire. 
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CHAPTER  XIY. 

REIGX    OF   GEORGE    IT. 

1820- i8jo. 

1 822,— Kicluird  Alexander  Tucker,  Esq.,  Chief  Justice. 

182U. — The  last  ol  the  Jted  Indians  of  Newfoundland  seen ;  Indian  women  brought  to 
St.  John's.  N'ewfouhdland  School  Society  estalilished.  Mr.  C'oruiack  crossed  the  Island. 
Dr.  Scallau,  Uishop  of  Drago,  and  Vicar  .\postoIic  of  Newfojudiand  and  Labrador.  Chumbcr 
of  (Jonunerce,  St.  John's,  instituted  2Gth  December. 

1824.— Imperial  Act,  T)  Geo.  IV.  cap.  67,  tor  the  better  Administration  of  Justice  In 
Newfoundland;  appointing  Supreme  Court,  with  Chief  .Justice  and  two  assisitant  judges. 
First  fire  company,  Kasieru  Ward,  St.  John's. 

1825.— Sir  Thomas  Cochrane  Governor.     First  roa('    constructed. 

1826. — Supreme  Court  of  Newfoundland  constituted  by  Uoyal  Charter  First  assistant 
judges,  with  Chief  Justice  Tucker,  were  John  William  Molloy  and  A.  \V.  Des  Uarres  ;  Molloy 
soon  removed  ;  E.  li.  Brenton  appointed. 

1827.— Hishop  I nglis,  Anglican  Uishop  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Newfoundland,  first  visited 
Newfoundland  and  consecrated  St.  John's  Churcli.  Beotliie  Institution:  W.  E.  Cornuick, 
I'resident. 

1828.— Publication  of  P.  Morris's  pamphlet.   Great  agitation  for  representative  institutions. 
1829.  — Bishop  Fleming  consecrated  Bishop  of  Carpasia  in  jxtrtibiiji. 

liEIGX   OF    jriLLlAM   IT. 

1830-1837. 

1831. — First  coach  road  opened  to  Portugal  Cove. 

1832. — Representative  Assembly  granted  to  Newfoundland. 

1833.— 1st  January,  first  Session  of  tlie  Newfoundland  House  of  Assembly  opened  by 
Sir  Tlio.nas  Cochrane,  Governor.  j     f  j 

1834.— Captain  Pre.scott,  U.N.,  Governor.  George  Lilly,  Ksq.,  appointed  Acting  J r.lire 
Supreme  Court;  first  native  judge.     Savings  Bank  constituted. 

1836.— First  Light  erected  on  Cape  Spear.  Bank  of  British  North  America  established 
in  bt.  John's. 

In  1820  the  long  reign  of  George  III.  came  to  a  close.  Tiie 
ngitation  about  Butler  and  Lundrigan  caused  the  British  Government  to 
consider  the  whole  question  of  the  administration  of  justice,  and  the 
formation  of  constitutional  government  in  the  Colony.  Sir  Charles 
Hamilton  was  recalled,  for  the  purpo.-e  of  consulting  with  the  Ministry, 
Chief  Justice  Tucker  *  acting  as  Governor  during  his  absence.     As  the 

'  Chief  Justice  Forbes  resigned  in  lS2i. 


■V'\ 


li; 


li  !• 


\-    i 


I 


M-i 


f.iHl     I 


422 


KEICiX  OF  GEORGE  IV. 


result   of    these  deliberations,    the    Royal    Charter,    the    Tmperinl  Act 

.5  George  IV.  cap.  Ixvii. — An  Act  for  the  better  adnunistiation  of  justice 

in  Newfoundland — was  passed. 

The  preamble  states : — 

"  Whoroas  it  is  rxjH'diciit  to  miiko  further  provision  for  the  ndministration  of 
justice  ill  the  Colony  of  Nrwfoiiiullnii(l,  it  is  therefore  enacted  bj  the  King's  Most 
Kxeollent  Majt-sty,  by  and  with  the  consent  and  advice,  Ac,  in  tiiis  present 
Parliament  nsacnil)k'd,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  tliat  it  shall  and  may  bo 
lawful  for  His  Majesty  by  hi ;  charter,  or  letters  ])atent,  under  the  (Jieat  Seal,  to 
institute  a  Superior  Court  of  Jndicatiiro  in  Newfoundland,  which  shall  be  entitled 
'The  Supreme  Court  of  Newfoundland,' and  the  paid  court  shall  be  a  Court  of 
Record,  and  shall  have  all  civil  and  criminal  jniisdiction  whatever  in  Newfound- 
land and  in  all  lands,  islands,  and  territories  dependent  upon  tho  <j:overnnu5nfc 
thereof,  as  fully  and  amply  to  all  intents  and  pnr])ose8  ns  His  Majesty's  courts  of 
King's  Bench,  Common  Picas,  Excheiiuer,  and  High  Court  of  Chancery,  in  that 

part  of  Great  Britain  called  En<;land  have,  or  any 
of  them  hath,  and  the  said  Sn|)r'jme  Court  shall 
also  be  a  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  and  general 
gaol  delivery  in  and  for  Newfoundland,  and  all 
])laces  within  the  (lovernment  thereof,  and  shall 
also  have  jurisdiction  in  nil  cases  of  crimes  and 
misdemeanours  einnraitted  on  the  banks  of  New- 
foundland, or  any  of  the  seas  or  islands  to  w!  ich 
ships  or  vessels  repair  from  Newfonndlaud  for 
carrying  on  the  fishery.'' 

The  principal  provisions  of  the  Act  were 
to  the  effect  that  the  Supreme  Court  shall 
be— 

"  Ilolden  by  a  ehiet'  judge  and  two  a  sist;int 
judgofi,  being  respectively  barristers  in  England 
or  Ireland  of  at  least  three  j-ears'  standing,  or 
in  some  of  Ilis  Majesty's  colonies  or  ]ilantations  ; 
that  it  shall  be  lawful  lor  the  Governor  to 
divide  the  colony  into  three  districts,  as  may 
appear  best  adapted  for  unabling  the  inhabitants 
to  resort  with  ease  and  convenience  to  the  circuit  courts  to  bo  therein 
established; — that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  His  Majesty  to  institute  circuit  courts 
in  each  of  the  three  districts,  such  courts  to  be  holdcn  at  least  once  every  year 
by  the  chief  judge,  or  one  of  the  assistant  judges  of  the  supreme  court  ;  that 
the  circuit  courts  shall  have  the  same  jurisdiction  ■within  the  district  in  which 
they  were  severally  h<;ld,  as  is  vested  in  the  supreme  court  for  the  whole  colony, 
witii  the  exception  of  trying  certain  crimes  specified,  or  of  hearing  or  determining 
any  suit  arising  out  of  a  violation  of  anj-  Act  of  Parlianient,  relating  to  the  trade 
and  revenue  of  the  British  colonics  in  America.  8uch  crimes  and  such  suits  to  be 
tried,  heard,  and  determined  only  in  the  sujireme  conrt.  To  persons  who  feel 
themselves  aggrieved  i)y  any  judgment  given  in  the  circuit  court,  there  is 
granted  jiower  of  appeal  to  the  hiipreme  court,  for  a  reversal  of  such  judgment. 
Authority  is  given  to  the  Governor  to  institute  a  court  of  civil  jurisdiction  on  the 
coast  of  Labrailor." 

Although   the  Act  was  passed  in  LS24,  the  Supreme  Court  was  not 
duly  constituted  until  the  2nd  January  lhi2G,  when  it  was  opened  with 
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the    following   imposing    ceremonies     by  His   Excellency   Captain    Sir 
Thomas  Gochrane :  — 

"  The  honourable  judj?os,  the  houonrable  Liout.  Colonel  Burke,  C.B.,  com- 
manding His  Majesty's  lorcos,  the  raagistrateH  and  heads  of  all  the  public 
departments,  civil  and  military,  the  clergy,  the  chamber  of  commerce,  the  grand 
jury,  and  most  of  the  principal  inhabitants  assembled  at  the  Government  House, 
when  the  oatbs  of  office  were  administered  to  the  chief  judge  and  assistant  judges, 
after  which  His  Excellency  delivered  to  the  chief  judge  His  Majesty's  Royal 
Charter,  which  was  handed  by  the  judge  to  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Supremo  Court, 
to  be  borne  by  him  to  the  Court  House,  and  to  i»e  there  read. 

"  After  these  prclimiiiaries  were  over,  the  assembled  parties  formed  them- 
selves into  a  procession,  the  order  of  which  had  been  fixed  by  a  programme 
previously  issued.  The  constables  (two  and  two) — t'ort-major — gentlemen  of 
the  learned  professions  (two  and  two) — clerks  of  the  central,  southern,  and 
northern  circuit   courts — magistrates    (two  and   two)— the   chief  magistrate,   &c. 

&c.  On  arriving  at  the  Court  House,  the  Charter 
was  solcmnlj-  read;  at  the  conclusion  of  which 
proceeding,  all  the  prisoners  confined  in  the  gaol 
(with  the  exception  of  five)  were  called  to  the 
bar,  and,  after  a  suitable  admonition  from  the 
chief  judge,  were  informed  that  His  Excellency 
the  (loveriior  had  been  graciously  pleased  to  exert 
on  their  bcbalf  the  prerogative  of  pai-don  entrusted 
to  him  Ijy  the  Crown." 

TliC  judges  npj)oinfcoil  under  tlie  Act 
wero  Chief  Justice  Tut-ker,  suul  Assi.stant 
Judges  John  William  Molloy  and  Augustus 
Wallet  Des  Barres.^  Molloy  was  .eoon 
removed,  and  Judge  Brenton  ajijiointed  in 
his  stead.  The  full  dress  of  the  chief  jus- 
tice, as  superior  civil  officer,  was  appointed 
by  tlie  king — a  blue  coat,  but  no  epaulettes  nor  lappets,  button-holes 
upon  the  cuff  and  C(jllar  only,  but  tlie  same  pattern  as  worn  by  Lords- 
Lieutenants.     The  chief  magistrate  was  ordered  to  wear  a  blue  coat, 
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Fram  a  photograph  taken  in  iS6t. 


'  The  two  puisne  jadjjes  first  appointed  to 
the  .Supreme  Court  in  ISiO  presented  a 
marked  contrast,  .lohn  William  Molloy  was 
a  reckless,  gay,  squimderiai;  squireen,  who 
soon  run  into  del>t,  an<l  was  fiot  rid  of.  The 
Hon.  Aujrustus  Wallet  Di's  Harres  was,  on 
the  contrary,  a  most  prudent  and  correct 
man.  His  father,  (jovernor  Des  Harres,  was 
a  disliofjuished  French  engineer  otticcr  in  the 
English  service  ;  his  surveys  of  the  Maritime 
Provinces  were  celuhrate<l  ;  he  is  alleged  to 
have  been  present  at  the  battls  on  the  hi-ights 
of  Abraham  when  Wolfe  whs  killed;  and  was 
(Jovernor  of  Ca(ie  llreton  and  liieut.-Governor 
of  Prince  Kdwurd's  Island.    He  was  a  man  of 


consummafe  ability  and  immense  influence ;  he 
is  reported  to  have  danced  on  a  table  when  he 
was  a  hundred.  He  died  at  Halifax,  N'.S.,  in 
1824,  aged  102.  His  son,  .\.  W.  Des  IJarirs, 
was  so  young  when  he  received  his  first  ap- 
pointment —  I  believe  as  Attorney-General  of 
Cape  Hrefon — that,  by  the  advice  of  his  friends, 
he  wore  a  pair  of  false  whiskers  when  he 
went  to  receive  his  connnission.  He  was 
eoli'I)riited  for  Ills  ready  wii  and  repartee. 
Once  when  the  late  .ludsre  Hayward  was 
quoting  Chitty  to  the  Heneh,  his  Lordship 
retorted  :  "  Chitty,  .Mr.  Hayward  I  Goodness 
me,  what  does  Mr.  (Shitty  know  about  this 
couiitry  ?     He  was  never  in  Newfoundland." 
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with  red  cuffs  and  collar,  luittons  with  crown,  imd  G.  R.  cockade  on  tlio 
side  of  the  hat.  Consttvblcs  were  to  wear  blue  coats  and  huttonf,  with 
the  crown  jind  G.  R.,  a  red  waistcoat  with  the  same  buttons,  and  a 
cockade  on  the  hat,  and   were  reqtiired  always  to  curry  the  insignia  of 

ottiei".  His  Excellency  had  a  great  taste  for 
official  forms  and  cerenjonials.  Lieut.-G»)l. 
W.  Haly,  Thomas  K.  Brooking,  John  W.  Duns- 
combo,  and  Newman  W.  Hoyles,  were  in  1825 
appointed  His  Excellency's  colonial  aides-de- 
ciinp,  with  the  rank  of  lieut.-coloucls  of 
niilitia. 


i^^ 


Sir  Thomas  (^ochrane  is  now  universally 
nhiiitted  to  have  V)een  the  best  Governor  ever 
sent  to  Newfoundland  ;  everywhere  nre  nionii- 
nionts  erected  to  his  memor}*.  He  inaugurated 
our  system  of  roads,  promoted  agriculture, 
jind  laid  out  the  beautiful  grounds  of 
Virginia  as  his  country  seat.  Cochrane  Street 
and  the  Slilitary  Road  lemind  us  of  the  great 
administrator.  I  can'ot  say  much  in  praise 
of  His  Excellency's  taste  in  the  erection  of  (Jovernnient  House,  The 
tsite  is  lui  admirable  one,  the  grounds  are  well  laid  out,  but  the  building 
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from  ilullalu's  Trip  <o  Xewfomidland. 
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itself  looks  more  like  a  prison  than  a  viceregal  residence;  ihe  ditch  all 
round  is  a  trap  to  catch  snow,  and  in  winter  the  north  entrance  is  as 
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cold  as  Sibcrin.  I  can  give  liim  credit  for  every  other  iI^Jl^ovelnen^ 
Idit  am  ct'ni[)elle<l  to  say  tliat  Government  House  is  a  huge  pile  of 
unredeemed  ugliness. 

The  two  great  lea<lers  in  the  struggle  for  a  local  legislature  in  New- 
ftjur.ciland  were  Doctor  William  Carson  and  Patrick  Morris,  lioth  were 
distinguished,  ahle  men,  hut  in  marked  contrast  to  each  other.  The  Doctor, 
the  oiiginator  of  the  movtmcnt,  was  a  stiH'-mannered,  peilantic  old 
gentleman;  dogmatic,  self'-oi)ini()nated,  and  independent,  a  very  clever 
man  hoth  in  his  profession  and  the  conduct  of  public  aflaii's.  Morris, 
on  the  other  hand,  had  all  the  (pnditits  of  a  po])ular  tribune;  you  can 
see  biith  in  his  writings  and  his  .speeches  that  he  wos  an  impetuous 
li"isl.n!an  ;  everything  was  done  with  a  rush  :  in  ])lace  of  th(!  doctor's 
calm  rea.soning  anil  carefully  puii.slu'd  periods,  his  iinmphlets  are  full  of 
gii,  Hashes  of  Irish  wit  and  sarcasm  ;  when  he  comes  down  to  person- 
alities he  is  as  truculent  and  scur- 
I,  ,..  , rr—^  rildii-t  as  a  Western  editor.  ]\Iorris  once 
^;        l^jj^fc^fc.  tried  to  cro.ss  swords  with   the  great  tri- 

^I^^^^Hl^  bune  O'Coneell  ;  the arch-a;4itator  annihi- 

lated his  colonial  antngoni.st  .>-imply  with  a 
wink.  At  a  great  repeal  meeting  near 
Waterfoi'd,  Morris,  who  was  opposed  to 
O'Conncir.s  views,  attempted  to  address 
the  uieeting  ;  O'Connell  called  out  in  his 
broadest  Kerry  brogue,  "  Well,  Pat,  when 
did  you  come  across,  was  there  nuich  fog 
on  the  Biinks  ?  "  and  then  with  his  finger 
to  his  nose  said :  "  lioys,  do  you  smell 
the  ti.sh."  Anndst  the  roar  of  laughter 
that  followed,  Moiris  ipiietly  disap- 
peared. 
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Sir  Thomas  Cochrane's  government  lasted  from  182.5  to  18.S4. 
Duiing  the  fir  t  part  of  his  adnuni.stration  his  popularity  was  un- 
bounded ;  he  was  the  first  civil  governor,  the  first  real  rdndnistrator 
and  ruler  of  the  Colony.  An  eminent'y  practical  mm,  he  not  only 
organised  improvements,  he  per-sonaly  superintended  their  execution. 
His  activity  was  unbounded;  in  the  early  mornings  he  was  out  on 
horseback  inspecting  the  roads,  directing  his  workmen,  laying  out  the 
grounds  at  Virginia,  having  inteiviews  with  the  farmers,  giving  them 
l>ractical  hints  about  agriculture ;  everywhere  he  impressed  his  stron^ 
personality  on  Colonial  affairs.     He  was  very  sociable,  and  his  hospitality 
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was  unstinted  ;  no  ( lovernov  ever  entertained  in  the  sf yle  of  Sir  Thomas 
Coclirune.     Mr.  MoniH  in  his  pamphlet  thus  Npeaku  of  liini : — 
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"  Our  present  Governor  in  allowod,  I  nndcr.ttand,  aliout  £l,OM  per  yenr,' 
out  of  which  bo  hfts  to  8\ipport  the  uplendoiir  of  •  vice-iv^id  authorily,'  a  Inrijo 
i-otinuo  of  Hcrviints,  entertain  Uio  pi'ineipal  inhabitants  of  Xewfoundliind  at  liin 
table,  and  all  .stran}j;ers  who  visit  the  seat  of  his  ^'ovcrnment,  to  Hiibscribe  to  all 
jmblic  charities  and  institntions.  A  ^roat  part  of  his  income  is  expended  in  the 
country,  so  that  if  the  author  of  this  pamphlet-  only  just  takes  an  enlarged  view 
of  the  subject,  he  will  find  that  he  was  egregiously  in  error  in  siij)p().xing  that  his 
favourite  Ailmiriil.Gnvcniiir  was  a  rhenjirr  yiivrviKir.  for  it  appears  that  the  nuvtter 
of  pounds,  sliillings.  and  pence,  is  his  only  criterion  of  judgment.  If  acompnrison 
be  made  between  the  relative  systems,  the  ditl'erence  will  aiip<>iir  inor(>  striking; 
our  iiresent  Governor  has  been,  since  his  arrival,  im))roviug  the  condition  of  tho 
countiy  and  the  people;  and     ...     I  maintain  that   he  has  done   more   real 

good  to  tho  colony,  since  his  aj)point- 
iiicnt,  than  all  his  prcvlecessor.?  put 
together. 


Ho  has.  as  far  as  his  limited  authority 
permitted  him,  given  every  encourage- 
nii'iit  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and 
has  himself  shown  the  example;  he  has 
encouraged  every  measure  calculated  to 
]iromote  the  internal  resources  of  tho 
country;  he  has  made  roads,  gome  of 
tliom  ati  his  own  expense;  ho  bus  been 
the  patron  cf  education  for  the  poor  and 
tlie  rich  ;  and  he  had  scarcely  landed 
on  our  shores  when  he  recommended 
tho  cstablislimer.t  of  a  university  for 
the  education  of  our  resjjcctablo  youth, 
to  prevent  tho  necessity  of  sending 
them  to  the  United  States  and  other 
parts ;  in  short,  he  hns  felfc  a  sympathy 
for  tho  country  and  the  people  beyond 
what  was  ever  felt  by  his  predecessors, 
and  the  country  feels  grateful  to  him 
for  it." 


SIR   THOMAS  COCIIUANK. 

From  a  photograph  by  ilnuU  and  I'olybank. 
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Both  Bishop  Fleming'  end  Doctor  Carson  were  equally  loud  in  their 
praises  of  His  Excellency. 


'  The  salary  was  only  £3,000  per  annum. 

-  A  I'tew  of  the  Hisc.  I'rof/ress,  (Jt.  of 
the  Newfoundland  Fishery.     I'oole,  1828. 

■■•  Dr.  iScnIlan,  the  third  Koiuan  Catholic 
bishop  of  Newfoiuullnnd,  was  appointed  in 
April  1815  bishop  of  Drajjo  in  pavtibns,  and 
in  1816  coadjutor  to  Dr.  Lambert;  he  was 
consecrattMl  the  snme  year  at  Wexford;  he 
had  been  labouring  as  a  priest  in  8t.  .lohn'H 
since   1812.     No  man  was  more  beloved  in 


his  diocese  tlian  Uishop  Scallan  ;  he  was  in 
every  sense  a  ijentleniiui.  Uoth  Hishop  Mul- 
lock and  Hishop  Ilowley  censure  him  for 
his  extreme  liberahty.  The  Uight  liev. 
Michael  Anthony  Fleming  was  appointed  his 
coadjutor,  and  consecrated  in  the  old  chapel 
Hishop  of  C"ari)asia  in  partibus  in  1829.  C'ar- 
pasian,  the  Hishop's  farm,  now  owned  hy 
,lolin  Duller,  Ksq.,  was  named  attcr  bis  titular 
epitcopate. 


ROAD  MAKIN(J. 


4S7 


111 


All  tiic  {rjvnt  iinproveniontH  arouml  St.  Joliii's  nmy  1>e  saifl  to  tiato 
from  Sir  'riionms  CochnmrV  tiiiif.  Tlio  rnuls  t<»  Topsail,  Hay  Hulls, 
Torltfiy,  an<l  I'ortu^'al  Covi'  hnd  Immmi  ooumii'nt't'<l  Ix't'ori"  hin  nrrival ;  it 
was,  how(!ver,  his  eiuTj^y  that  piihIilmI  them  forwanl.  At  this  tiiiir  otHcials 
1111(1  iiit'ichftiitH  vied  with  t-ach  other  in  creating  countiy  rusiilences 
and  t'aiiiiH  Mount  Pt^iiil,  c'lcart'il  hy  Sir  .lanu-s  IVarl,  Hollirook's  Farm, 
c'ultivatt'd  hy  .Surveyor  <  icm-ral  Holhrook,  and  the  tim  st  of  all,  Hnwik- 
field,  the  projerty  of  William  and  H<'nry  1'.  'Jhonuus.  Kverywhero 
around  the  ciipital  land  was  lieinj;  cultivated  ;  a  perfect  furore  seemed 
to  have  seized  everyone  to  lieeome  laiuled  pi'oprietors.  The  ffreat 
jiiorieer  in  this  movement  was  Dr.  Carson,  though  it  must  In;  »'e- 
mein]iere<l  to  their  honour  that  Major  (iriltith  Williams,  Col.  Skinner, 
and  Lieut.-Coi.  Flaly  had  heen  farming  licfore  he   cleared  "  Rostellan," 

formerly  known  as  "  Hillics.''  Amongst  the 
puldio-spirited  merchants  of  that  day  the 
chief  place  mu>^t  he  given  to  the  Thomnses, 
and  fspecially  to  the  .senior  ])artner,  Williaui 
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During  the  whole  of  the  first  {)art  of 
Sir  'J'hoiiiass  administration,  there  was  a 
continue(l  agitati(ai  fur  a  local  legislature; 
whilst  the  Irish  wei-e  prohahly  tiie  most 
busy  workers  for  n  form,  many  of  the  leading 
Protestant  merchants  took  an  active  part. 
Besides  till'  committee,  the  un>st  c  nspieuoiis 
-supporters  of  the  movement  were  William 
Thomas,  Thomas  H.  Bnioking,  his  j)artner,  G.  H.  llohinson  (afteiwards 
niemLer  o*:'  the  English  House  of  Commons),  Benjamin  Bowring,  fouiuler 


11.    1'.  THOMAS. 

From  nil  iilil  phittui/rnph. 


'  The  family  of  the  Thomascsnre  piobably 
the  most  nncieiit  in  this  t-'oloiiy  ;  fiioir  oon- 
iiection  cnn  be  traced  buck  to  the  Shnpleifjhs 
(one  of  whom  was  frrnndfather  to  iloim 
Treworjiie,  the  (.'romwi'llian  Governor  of  the 
Colony),  thence  thronjrh  the  Cevils  to 
Williiini  Hevil  Tlioniiis. 

The  Thomases  carried  on  bnsiness  nt 
D.Trtmoiith  and  St.  .John's  in  partiiershii)  with 
a  Mr.  Stokes,  as  Thomas  &  Stokes.  William 
IJevii  Thomas  was  horn  in  St.  John's  in  1  liu  ; 
he  married  Elizabeth  Way,  in  178.5,  at  Dart- 
mouth, and  had  two  -^ons,  William  Thomas 
and  Henry  Phillips  Thoma.-. 

William  Thomas  was  foremost  in  every 
beoPvoleDt  work.  As  a  very  young  man  he 
was  secretary  to  the  society  for  improvitif; 
the  condition  of  the   poor;  he  was  equally 


distinfriiislied  as  n  merchant  and  a  politician. 
He  tilled  all  positions  well,  wbi-ther  presiding 
at  II  relifjious  meelinfj  or  as  president  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  Thongh  a  professedly 
religions  man,  sometimes  the  old  leaven 
broke  out  in  him.  He  was  very  active,  and 
fond  of  directing  everybody.  ( Iften,  as  he 
paced  bis  long  wharf,  if  <me  of  his  ships 
Mas  beating  in  the  Narrows,  S'ly  his  fine 
brig  the  Cipifhia,  C'.iptain  Gotdsworth,  he 
could  be  heard  muttering,  "  LufF,  confound  you, 
Goldsworth,  luff,  you  lubber  I  "  Hrooktidd, 
the  fine  bouse  at  Devon  How,  their  Water 
Street  premises,  and  the  beautiful  cottage  at 
Topsail,  are  moimments  of  the  large  progres- 
sive ideas  of  the  Thomases,  and  especially  of 
the  constructive  ability  of  Henry  Phillips 
Thomas. 
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of   tlie   firm  of  Bowrinj;  Brothers,  a   very   active,  intelli^fnt    Lilu-ral 
(cnuHinof  Sir  Joiin  Howriiifr),  ('harl«'n  T.  Howring.  who  aftcrwunlH  tilltal 

a  lii;.'h  jMwition  in  the  Corporntion  of  Liver- 
pool (father  of  William  Beiijainiii  Bowrin?, 
recently  Lord  Mayor  of  Livorpool),  It.  11. 
Wakehani,  the  genial  secretary  of  the  coui- 
niittee  (l)rother-in-la\v  of  Sir  W.  V.  Whiteway, 
K.('.M.(J.),  and  Henry  Winton,  the  ahle  ami 
indepenilent  editor  of  tlie  Public  Lidi/cr.  The 
opposition  con.si.stod  of  nil  tlie  officials  and 
those  dependent  on  the  Governor's  jfooil  will  ; 
James  Siuuiis  —  aft  "vwards  .Judge  Simms  ^ — 
seems  to  have  been  their  mouthpiece  at  nil 
jnihlic  meetinj^s. 


TIIK    I.ATK  ('.  T.   Ili>\Vl!IMI,    V.t»l. 
Fl'OIII   II  phiifiiill'ill'h   I'D 

Jliirt,  K.rrti  r. 


The  hitterest  antnf,'onists  of  the  measure 
Were,  however,  the  old  West  Country  mer- 
chants ;  the  idea  of  N(!wfoun<lland  having  a 
legislature  was  to  their  minds  simply  outrageous.  One  of  them — Peter 
Ougier— stated  in  his  evidence,  "they  are  makinj  roads  in  Newfound- 
land, next  thing  they  will  be  having 
carriages  and  driving  about."  In 
his  panjphlet  Mr.  Patrick  Morris 
scvrilies  the  author  of  a  work  en- 
titled, "  A  view  of  the  rise  ami 
progre>.s  of  the  Ni'wfuundhind 
rish<3ry."  The  whole  object  of 
this  writer  was  to  recommend  a 
return  to  the  rule  of  the  fishing 
admirals  ;  the  pamphlet  was  pub- 
lished in  Poole,  and  the  Avriter 
declared  his  object  was  to  give  an 
enlarjjed  view  of  the  fisheries  and 
trade  of  XewloundLind. 


ALUEHMAN  W.   1!.  BOWUINO. 

Fi-ciii  the  Illiistrafeil  London  Xews. 
I'liofn.  by  liroion,  Barnes,  £  Hell, 


There  can  be  no  doubt  t'lat  it 
was  the  influence  of  these  West 
Country  merchants  that  retarded 
the  grant  of  a  local  legislature ;  a 
good  deal  could  be  said  against  the 

movement.  Bishop  Fleming,  in  a  letter  to  Loi'd  Glenelg,  declared  that 
he  never  approved  of  it;  but  the  reply  to  every  objection  was  the 
unanswerable  argument  that  all  the   British  Colonies,  even   to   little 
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Doi'inudii,  Imd  jv  local  govcrniiR'nt ;  Nova  Scotia  had  oKtaincil  it  in 
175H,  tht!  olilur  Aiiifiicaii  ColoiiieH  hail  always  govfiiu'd  tliciiist'lvrs, 
timl  NcwrouiiillaiKl  couM  no  loii<i,"r  ))0  (K'liicil.  Kii^'li«h  Htiti'snioii 
clofU'ly  saw  that,  with  all  its  (U'ltotH  and  pof'sihlc  rvil  coiisociui'iicus, 
it  was  tho  only  way  in  which  fret!  men  coidd  ho  j^ovfrnuj  nndt-r 
the  British  constitution,  ami  it  came  at  lust  as  n  matter  of  fourHc' 
In  Jidy  2otli,  I.S.'Ji,  Me.  Robinson  objt;ctcil  to  tlu;  Vote  for  Ni'W- 
foundlan<l  in  the  House  of  Commons,  addin^',  "  that  if  a  lncal 
"  It'gislaturi!  were  f^nintcl,  the  Cdlonists  Mc»nld  never  ask  the  Honsj 
*'  for  an(»tlu'r  farthiiiL;."  Loril  Jlowick,  in  reply,  stated  "that  the 
time  had  come  for  such  a  hooix  to  he  ^'ranted."  In  January  1S.'}2, 
r»Ir.  Ih'ookinj;,  Chairman  of  the  Newfoundland  Committeo  in  London, 
Avritinjj;  to  William  Tliomas,  Deputy  Chairnum  in  St.  John's  .stated  that 
Viscotnit  (Jodericli  informed  him  that  it  \\m  the  intention  of  Ilis 
Majesty  to  ifive  Xewfoumlland  a  representative  j^overnment  similar  to 
that  of  N'  .  I  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick.  The  agitator.s  had  hit  vipon 
a  fortunate  time  in  Kngli.sh  politics^the  era  of  the  great  Reform  Bill. 
In  1H32  the  Bill  was  passed  in  the  House  of  Conimon.s  granting  a 
representative  assend)ly  to  Newfoundland  ;  on  Angiist  2()th  of  that 
year  Sir  Thonins  returned  to  St.  John's  armeil  with  full  powers  to  carry 
out  the  great  constitutional  change.  The  geiieral  election  took  place 
in  the  autumn  of  J(S.']2. 
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The  iirst  H(juse  ef  Assemljl^  s^ems  to  have  been  a  very  respect- 
able body.  The  only  contest  in  which  there  appears  to  have  been 
any  excitement  was  in  St.  John's ;  the  caudidate.s  were  Dr.  Carson, 
Mr.  Patrick  Keough,  Mr.  William  Thomas,  Mr.  John  Kent  (a  relative  of 
Bishop  Fleming's,  fi'om  whom  he  received  strong  support),  and  Mr.  W. 
B.  Row,  who  does  not  appear  to  have  gone  to  the  poll.  The  great  Doctor 
wa.s  defeated;  the  author  of  the  rew"  constitution  was  the  fiist  to  test 
the  pioverbial  fickleness  of  the  public  :  — 

"  Fantastic  a.?  a  ^voman's  mood. 

And  tierce  as  freii/y's  lovorud  Ijlood." 

He  had  l)een  the  pioneer  of  the  new  movement,  had  suffered  in  the 
people's  cause,  and  yet  the  public,  "that  many-headed  monster  thing 
—  the  mob" — were  the  first  to  cast  aside  their  leader  in  the  ficfht 
for  Home   Rule,  and  to  give  tiieir  votes   and  support  to  a  new    and 


'  Xoto  tlio  items  of   expi'nditure  under  time  to  make  a  cbiuip;e.    (Seo  in  the  statisties 

fliis  fjoveniiiieiit.of  otTieials  ;  the  wliole  revenue  the   expenditure    in    1H!0,    1831,    and    1832, 

^»allo^ved  iiji  in  enorniuus  eahuies,  and  only  prior  to  grant  of  Legislature.) 
£300  allowed  for  loads,  show  tLut  it  was  hijfh 
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imtritMl  nmu.  ('ih'mhi  was  a  vt'tmiii  in  (ln>  liiln'inl  cimsf ;  fomjini'i'd 
witli  him,  KiMit  wjis  a  iiiiTc  lu'ophilc  TIk"  htictoi's  (IclVat  wius  due  ho 
Mic  sttirv  ,i,'(»t's,  to  ail  tilil  i'l('('(ii>ii('(Tiii.j  trick.  An  Irisliniiin  culled 
liciincti  came  inio  tlic  lumtli  wlicrc  i',  iiiiiidHT  uf  Wcxloril  iiirii  wen- 
castinif  llicir  votes.  "  Weil,"  In-  s-iid,  "  1  licar  tlic  r)oct.()i-  s«,  •  lie  did  not 
"  civri>  liow  it  wcnti.  .so  lon^  as  lie  could  lialc  Kcon<r|i  and  tlicni  lilooniinLj 
'"  yallow  licilifs."  Mr.  Kcoui^ii  was  a  Wcsl'ord  man,  ami  al'lcr  lliat  lii> 
i^ot  every  \Ve.\i'oid  \otc.  'Die  story  was  a.  Iiaii'iiiced  lie,  Imt  it.  .serveij 
its  purpose. 

Our  old  friend  Mr.  .lolin  Kent .  wlio  tlien  lleslied  liis  maiden  sword, 
was  a  very  youny-  man.  Ijis  address  sliows  lu  w  iliorou^ldy  he  had 
yrasjied  the  political  Nituatioii,  thai  there  was  no  iinalily  aheut  the 
existine;  Ijcofislature  ;  it  was  im'rely  a  lever  to  i'orc(>  f^'reaier  conce,s.sions 
IVi'ii!  the  Ihilisli  (iovernmeut. 

In  hisaildress  to  the  electors  oi' St.  .lohn's, 

•1-tli  Stptemlu-r  iNd-J,  he  states  :— 

"<  >ur  const  it  lit  ion  liiis,  a.><  \  cl ,  only  liiill'dnvclopctl 
it>ell'  ;  hut  in  tliul  p.'irliiil  ili'V('lo|iiiiciil ,  ii  HiiDiciriit. 
cvidrni'i'  is  given  of  (lie  ili'siro  ol'  power  to  iieilgo 
ronnd  its  prerouat  ivc  with  a  foice  dnclile  to  its  will, 
hut  irresponsihle  to  (lie  people.  In  a coniicil  iimni. 
Hilled  \\\  the  liovernor,  eiMiiposcd  ol'  these  holding 
olliees  under  ( loveiiinieiit,  or  cxpeetiints  tor  |)l!iec, 
and  ill  which  tlu'  leadinu;  interests  <i|'  tiie  coiinlrv 
are  uniepresi'iitiMh  oliearchical  |)riiu'ipies  inusi, 
j.rexail.  The  task  nt"  proslraliiiLi:  tho.ie  |iiinei|iles, 
(>r  ol  so  inodil'\  iiiLj  them  as  to  make  them  nsid'iil, 
new  devolves  on  the  jiropK-.  .  .  .  N Our  c\- 
tiMisivi>  tViinchisc,  amount  iiii;  almost  to  universal 
sutVraiii",  will  eiiahle  \on  io  do  this." 

Mr.  James  Simms,  who  hail  liecii  a. 
merch;iiit.  carry iiio  on  Imsine.ss  in  St.  John's, 
was  appointed  Attorney  <  ieiieral  ol'  Newfoundland  i.n  the  'ind  of 
Jautiary  l^i!(!.  The  tirst  law  otiicer  o\'  the  </rown  was  one  of  the 
most  proinineiit  opponents  (d  the  nev.-  Leo^islature,  and,  as  senior 
ni'Miil'cr  of  the  I'ounc';!,  his  conduct  towards  the  Lower  House  was 
most  ovei^. leariiio'.  Manv  of  us  can  remeudier  him  as  a  handsome, 
efctitlcmanly  old  man.  very  stitl'  in  his  opinions,  and  ot"  fcarlcKS  eoiliii^c, 
in  his  own  house  hospitahle  ami  oenorous.  lie  had  a  very  hi_oh -pitched 
voice,  ftiul  ver\'  slow,  mea.sured  speech,  which  ijave  more  ])oint  to  hi.s 
Sf.a'a.sms.  Once,  in  the  Amaloamated  House.  Mr.  Kent  declareil  :  "I  will 
"  attack  Her  Majesty's  Attoniey-(  ieiierai."  Siuuiis  rose,  slowly,  to  re{)ly  : 
"  1  know  not. "  said  he  "  with  what  wapon  the  Hoiumrablo  Meuiber  will 
'•  at" ack  me.  e\ce[(t  it  be  with  the  Jawbone  ot"  an  as,s." 
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iMiKc  ;  coiiiiuircil 
lent  WHS  tlu(>,  so 
liiNliniiiii  culled 
;l<>r,|  Micii  were 
sii  .■  lie  did  ii(»f, 
till-Ill  lildoiiiiii'^; 
'I  .il'tfr  (hill  li(. 
,  Ihi(    it  served 

iiiiiideii  sword, 
>ii;4lily  lie  hiul 
litv  jili(>ut  tlie 
cr    ('i)iie('ssii)iiH 

•s  of  St.  .lolm's, 

i.v  iiiiir(i(M(<i(i|)oii 

ilelll,  11  h-iiU'iricii), 

|>0\M'r    III    llciltr(> 

iii-lile  lo  ils  will, 
II:  council  iiiiiiii- 
>t'  (lidsc  holding 
tiiiils  tor  place, 
<il'  the  couiilrv 
tiiici|ilcs  iiiiisr 
lo-ie  i)i'inci|iles, 
ve  llicm  iisel'iil, 
^ due    e\- 

I  tti   universal 

ad      liecll      !i, 

II  St.  .Itilili's, 
the     L»ii(!     ,,r 

one   (>r    the 
I,    MS    seiiicir 

House  wjis 
I  hiiiidsoiiie, 
less  Cdiiniee, 
ii,i;h-|iitrhed 
mint  to  his 
vd:  "I  will 
ly,  to  reply  : 
iK'iiiber  will 
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On  tilt'  IhI   of  .liiniiniy  \MH,  with   nil  dvie  ]ioni|i  mid    cereiuony,  tlu' 
first  House  dl"  Asseiiiiily  was  ojievied.      The  neWH|ni|ier  re|)ort  siiyH  :    - 

"  II  is  l';x,,clli>ricv  til"  ( loveriKir  lel'l,  ( iov  rriiiiiciit  IIouhcu  lilile  III  Idle  Uvoo'cliick, 
uttciiil'-il  liy  Hiiiiir  lit' the  |it'iiii'i|iiil  uiilitiiiy  iilliciM'H  uiiil  liy  liin  hIiiIV,  iiiuI  in-ucceili'il 
til  llie  ('iiiit'i  I  liiiiMi-,  ill  llin  iliinrM  III' wlii(;li  he  WHS  rcci'ivi'il  li_v  ii  ^jimi'iI  oC  huiiuuf, 
mill  WHS  Miiliiteil  with  ni  lelccii  ^imih  IVoin  tlic  fort.  Ilitving  liccn  ciinihict.cd  Ui  tlie 
(lour  III'  Iho  lli^fli  Slicrill'H  houHn,  lli,'<  l'l\ccllency  wiim  rccciviil  liy  lliti  lliuli 
Sli'iiir  mill  l.lie  Scrgoiuit-ul-AlT.iM  to  llm  (Juuiicil,  who  led  ihc  wny  lo  Mm  Ihroin', 
Ac.     ,     .     .■■ 

The  s| eh  oi"  the  ( loveriior  dwelt  at  consi  leiaiile  len^dli  on  the  new 

era  wliiv-h  had  iiriHcn  in  tlu;  poiitical  condition  of  the  iHland,  and  the 
new  respon.siltilities  iniposiMl  thorehy,  (•oncludiii;^^  with  the  roljowin;,' 
(k'claiatiiin  of  lli^  I'lxcellency'H  own  siiitinients  : — • 

"  'I'lic  c.\|iciiciici!  of  t-hii  piiHl  will  iid'ord  t}io  IicmI  criMTioii  hy  which  to  JihIki'  'd' 
my  wishcH  and  feelin;^n  towiwilH  I  hoHo  you  lire  licre  to  rc|iri'hciil,.  IJniiiflui-iiccd  liy 
liny  lociil  |iii;jiiilicc.'^,  and  without  ii  hIiikIc  |ii!iM(iii;d  disirn  lo  f/niliiy,  1  (tun  liiivo 
lint  oni)  ohjrcl  licforc  inc — their  huppiiiesH  iiiid  jiriLsiierily  ;  iind  1  immrc  yon, 
^cnlli'Mic'-  from  tlic  liottoni  of  my  liciut,  ihiit  it  will  lie  my  most  iin.xion.s  luid 
inciciisiiif.  Mdi'iivonr  to  co.ii|iiMiilti  with  you  in  incry  mciiHurc  Ih.it  (!iin  hc.yt  nltiiin 
those  ohjccts,  for  which  the  privili'^ns  now  iibont  to  lie  enjoyed  hii\e  liicn  milicilcil 
by  the  j)i'ople,  inul  L^iiicion.Mly  conceded  to  them  hy  tluir  so\oici^;r 

The  rollowili^J  liieiiilieis  Were  ele(;ted   for  (he  nine  districts  to  the  (iist 
Mouse  of  As,seiiilily  of  Newfouridhiiid  in    |N:{2  : 
yt.  .Iiihii's  - 

»> 


Concc|)tion  Huy 


Wiliijiin  Mrown. 
John  IJin^lcy  ( Imiurid. 
I'oliirt  ('iirli  T. 
Will.   Hooper. 
-Newmiin  W.    i  [nyl'S. 
|{,oi(i  r  !■'.  Swcctmiin. 
John  Hill  Miirlin. 


I'litriek  Keoiii,'li.  lioiiiiviHtii 

-  John  Kent.  'rtiiiity     - 

-  Win.  'I'liomiiH  l''erryliiiid 
I'lter  Mrinvii.  liiirin 

-  Jiimc.s  I'owcr.  l''oitune  liay 
,,           -                 -     (Miinh'H  Co'/icMM.  J'liicriiiiii 
,,                -              -      liohert  Viick.  ,, 

Twillinj^atoimd  Fof^o     TluimaH  Hennelt. 

The  House  of  Asseinlily  of  \>i'M\  wmh  tlii^  yoim<;e-t  constituent  hody 
in  America,  hut  it  was  nut  one  whit  hihind  any  of  them  in  Htately  parlia- 
iiientary  pa;'' mit  and  ;,franilil.)(|ueiit  lan;,rua^e.  H.  15.  (I)oyle)  in  Ijondon 
cai'icatured  if  as  the  "  I'ow-wow  I'arliament,"  with  a  tiio-  Newfoundland 
doj;  ill  wi;^  and  liaiidH  as  Speaker  jiiittin;,''  the  motion;  "As  many 
"  UH  are  of  that  opinion  say  liow  ;  of  the  contiaiy  -wow  ;  the 
"  hows  iiaV',;  it."  The  ( 'lerk  ol"  the  (irst  House  of  Assemlily,  appointed 
hy  the  Crown,  was  Mr.  E.  M.  Archiliald  '  ;  he  had  heeu  admirahly  trained 
ill   his   fathiir's  otHce,  and    he   ke[it   the    Speaker    and    the    new    Jlou.se 

'  I'i.  M.  Arrliilmlil,  nt'lciwiirils  sir  I'Mwiiril  .N'ovii     Scnlia,     S|i(';ik(T  of      tin-     |{oii>.r     (if 

Ari'hiliiilil,  Ciinsiillicucral   in    New   Viirk,    ii  AsM'iiiMy,  iind  hiili.sc(iii(!iitly  (lliicf  Jii',ii(H-   e) 

very  idilc  iimii,  Hiis  mil' III' tile  yimiifjcr  SUMS  (if  Cii|m-      lintoii ;     his      son,      (^liiirlcii      Dixcii 

the  cclfliriitiMl   Hon.   S.  (i.  W.  Arcliilmlil,  llii-  Andiilialil,  was  Clerk  nf  our  Siipiciiif   Court, 

most  ilistin;;uislu'il    Novii  Scotiini  of  his  day,  iiiiil  was  mic(;(;i'iIiiI  in  this  otticc  liy  liis  brollitr 

II   iiiaii    with    intliiciici'  ciuiii^rli   to   si-ciiri'    for  Ivlwani,  who   al'tiTwards  hi'caini;     Attonuy- 

hiuisL'lf   the   position  of  Att<<riK'}-Gi'UC'ral  of  Gfiicrul. 
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stniij^ht    on   all    quostion.s    of    parliamentary    form  ;    liis    journals    are 
admirably  written. 

The  firat  journal  contains  election   petitions  from  Dr.   Carson  and 
Hugh  Alexander  Emerson.     The   former     sliows    some    ([ucfr  ways  of 
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THE   HOW-WOW  PAIU.IAMKM. 

From  (I  ilrnuinu  by  II,  IS.  (hnyh'). 


working  a  contest.  It  appears  there  were  at  first  only  four  candidates, 
John  Kent,  William  Thomas,  William  B.  Row,  and  Patrick  Keough, 
afterwards  the  Doctor  came  forward.  Each  candidate  a;,'reed  to  liriny 
his  voters  to  the  poll    in  tallies   of  ten:  Carson  allejji-ed  that   Kent  and 


I.    II.   Mil  I11IIA1,1>. 
liij  JliiiiHiss,  Aiiililiaiile 


sin  i:.  .u;(  iiiii.M.h. 
lt:i  .III  foil  It,  St  ir  I'ur/t, 


KeonL,h  l)U)ke  tins  agreement  by  both  of  them  bringing  forward  two 
fictitious  candidates,  who  crowded  out  his  vcjter.s.  The  Doctor  also 
contended  that  as  Mr.  Keoii;;h  had  been  employed  "  filling  up  several 
"  places  and  appointments  in  the  court  house  i'or  the  opening  convenience 
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"  of  the  local  Lt'g'iHlature,  the  said  Patrick  Keough  is  therefore  utterly 
"  (lisciualified  for  being  a  ineinber  of  this  Honourable  House.  Election.-! 
"  are  fountains  from  whence  flow  the  purity  of  parliaments ;  if  the 
"  soiu'ces  are  permittt'(l  to  bo  impure  the  accumulated  mass  will  soon  le 
"  corrupt."  The  complaint  of  Hugh  Alexander  Emerson,  candidate  for 
Bonavista,  is  all  directed  against  Peter  Le  Messurier,  the  returning 
officer.     The  House  of  A.s.sembly  <li.smis.sed  lioth  petitions. 

John  Bingley  Garland  was  elected  Speaker.  In  1.S.S4  on  the  removal 
of  Mr.  William  Thomas  to  the  Legislative  Council,  anrl  (Jarland's  retire- 
ment, William  Cirson  was  electe<l  fur  St. 
John's,  and  William  Bickford  Row  for 
Trinity.  There  was  a  sharp  contest  be- 
tween Dr.  Carson  and  Mr.  Tiioinas  Bennett 
for  tlie  speakership  ;  Bennett  won. 

Tiie  most  absurd  thing  about  the  con- 
stitution was  the  creation  of  a  Colonial 
Hou.se  of  Lords — the  Legislative  Council. 
It  looked  as  if  it  had  been  formed  on  pur- 
pose to  render  the  whole  machinery  un- 
workable :  it  consisted  wholly  of  officials. 
The  (Jovernor's  instructions,  besides  direct- 
ing him  to  summon  a  Hou.se  ot  AssendViV, 
conmianded  him  also  to  cdl  tofjether  the 
following  per.sons  appointed  to  bo  mem- 
bers of  His  [Majesty's  Conneil  in  the  Ishind,  viz.  : — 

"  'l"he  cliief  justice  for  the  tim  ■  being,  the  otHcer  in  eommiind  of  the  land 
fiirccg  for  tho  time  boiTig,  iho  attorney-general  for  the  time  being,  tlie  coloiiiiil 
sccretiiry  for  the  time  being,  tho  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  tho  Cnstonis  iuv 
the  time  being,  and  Willijim  Iliily,  Esi|.  '  With  all  due  ami  usual  .solemnity'  tho 
(iovernor  was  to  can^se  his  commission  to  'be  read  and  jiublislied  before  tho 
'  Council,  and  to  administer  to  each  of  the  monibers  theieof  tho  oaths  therein 
'  required.'  He  was  al.so  to  communicate  to  tho  said  Council  t-uich  of  the  instruc- 
tions wherein  their  advice  and  consent  were  mentioned  to  be  reciuisite,  and  to 
permit  the  members  to  have  and  enjoy  freedom  of  debate,  and  vote  in  ail  aH'airs  of 
pul)lic  concern  pul)mitted  to  their  consideration  in  conmil." 

The  two  bodies,  as  might  be  expected,  immediately  di.sag""ed  ;  Chief 
Justice  Tucker,  a  Bermudiun,  contended  that  the  Assend)ly  had  no  riy/it 
to  p((.s\s  (i  Revenue  Hill.  The  matter  was  referred  to  Englan<l,  and,  as  a 
matter  of  com-se,  the  Ministry  s\ipporteil  the  Lower  Hou.se :  Riciiar^i 
Alexander  Tucker  resi^neil  his  otHee,  and  left  the  Colony  in  di.sgust. 

Chief  Justice  Henry  John  Boidtou  succeeded  Mr.  Tucker;  he  had 
been  Attorney-General  of  Uj)per  Canada.'     The  difficidties  between  the 
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'  Sulisctiuent  to  his  disniissal  from  tlu' 
Cliirf  .Jastici'ship  la  lS;i8,  Hoiilton  rilnniuil  to 
Toroiiti),  mill  iiltiTwanl^  ri'pri'si'Mlcit  Niairnra, 
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jirisonor  durinjr  llie  year  IHll  l)y  a  Frvncli 
jiriviitfLT  calli'd  tlie  (hand  Duke  o/  liv/, 
wiii'ii  iTiosiii:;'  tlie  .Mhiiitk'  la  the  MiiivrrUy 
anil  k<'i>t  a  ini^naiT  until  IHI.")  at  Vi  r.luii. 
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House  ami  ihv  ('(miicil  wi-rc  rcinlcnMl  miu'li  iiiofc  liittcr  l)y  his  ap- 
jiointiiu'iit.  Ho  was  most  (ivcrlicujinjf  to  tlio  Lower  Houso,  alwiiys 
callinj;  liiinscit' most  iiii|)r()|(('rly  T/ir  i<i)ciikvr}  With  him  were 
associated  in  the  Council  l'oh)iie|  Sail,  Coiiiiiiainlatit  :  .lames  (.'rowdy, 
( "olonial  Secretaiy  ;  James  Siimns,  Attonioy-(  Jeiieral  ;  the  Collector  oi'  the 
Customs;  ninl  Lieuteiiaiit-Colom-I  William  Haly.  Next  'yciir  (l<S;}4) 
.1.  H.  Mlaiul  and  William  'I'homas  were  added, 

Carson  and  Kent,  in  the  House  of  Assend>ly,  ki'pt  up  a  continual 
((uarrel  with  Hoidtoii  and  Sinuns.  They  r(ai<;ht  over  the  n\ost  trivial 
details.  When  the  lower  hranch  styled  themselves  the  G'ov;i7;io'/(.s  House 
of  Assembly  in  Porlldmnit  assembled,  they  wore  ordered  to  strike  out 
the  word  "  Pd rlidiiiciif."  Tlieir  controversies  were  of  the  most  puerile 
i'liiiractor  ;  each  side  displnyod  vile  temper  and  utter  inca]>acity.  The 
essence  of  ])olitics  is  compronnso,  a  jtrincipio   that  neither  sid«!  soomjs  to 

l\ave  midorstood.  On  the  whole,  the  Coinicil 
Avei'e  the  most  cantankei-ous.  Koulton  had 
undoubted  ability,  but  he  was  the  worst 
possible  selection  b^r  both  the  Council  and 
the  Bench.  His  views,  both  of  law  nnd  le>;is- 
lation.  Avere  most  illiberal  ;  as  a  technical 
lawyer  he  was  mostly  )'i^'ht  and  sublimely 
independent,  but  his  hursh  sentences,  his 
indecent  party  spirit,  and  his  j)ersonal  mean- 
ness caused  him  to  bo  hati^l  jis  no  one  I'lse 
was  ever  hated  in  this  Ccdony.  Forbes  and 
Tucker  were  both  able  men.  especially  Foi-bes; 
they  were  not  only  learned,  but,  better 
still,  they  were  shrewd  men  of  the  world, 
thorou«rhly  ])oli.shed,  courteous  j^entlenien. 
Ai^ropos  of  Boulton's  character  for  inhospitality,  a  ^ood  story  is  told  by 
Bishop  Strachan,  the  <xenial  old  An<ilican  Bishop  of  Toronto.  Boultoii. 
iu  a  hot  ari^'ument  with  a  vouny;  lawyer  committed  the  uni)ardonablo 
crime  of  stoi)pin<>-  the  bottles  at  the  Bishop's  table.  Strachan  stood  it 
for  a  few  minutes  ;  at  last  he  called  out,  in  bis  Ijroad  Scotcli :  "  Heiuy 
John,  ])ass  the  bottles:  ye're  nae  in  yer  own  hoose  noo,  mon." 

The  fiercest  controversy  between  the  two  bodies  was  over  the 
Contingency  Bill  of  the  T-ower  House.  These  continfToncies  were  swellintr 
up  each  session;  tlu'  Council  tried  to  cut  them  down;  strictly  speaking 
tliev  had  no  tiuthoritv  to  touch  them  at  rdl.     Thev  could  throw  out  the 
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'  This   sliows  lidultoii   to  imvi'   boi-n    a  I'nsiilent.     When  rfbiikcil  by  tlii'  SfCietiirv 

voiy    snmll-niiiiik'il  man,  nnd  I'itlii'r  i;:ri()rant  of   State     for    using    the    tiTni    Spi'niicr,    he 

or   prt'-'ii'-.infi.     The   presiding   otlieer  in  nil  signed  himself  Henry  John  lioulton  iu  full, 

(.'oloniiil    Legishilive    Councils    is   styled  the  with  a  very  small  I'.O. 
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liill,  whicli  WDiiM  inehide  their  own  charges,  hut  they  ei.uM  nit  amend 
it.  Tlio  ('Ouiieil  not  only  lelused  to  ])ass  the  Contingeney  Hiil,  hut  jejir 
nt'ter  yi^ar,  also,  threw  out  the  Snj)ply  and  Revenue  Jiills.  In  tlu; 
uieantiuie,  the  Governor  drew  wari'ants  on  the  ('oloiiial  Treasury  for 
the  civil  t.xpcjiscK  of  tlie  fioveminent,  an  «!.\treiiwly  higli-handt!d 
proceeding.  The  qnarrel  lietween  th<^  House  and  the  ('ouncil  was 
intianied  \>y  tlie  press  and  the  nu^rcantile  hody.  I  give  two  exainple-t 
ol"  the  amenities  of  the  preas  : — 

"  And  wo  bcliovo  fi  f^rcater  jiiink  of  knaves  docs  not  exist  iliaii  thut  wlii'li 
fonipos(}.s  the  IIoiiso  of  AsH(Mnl)ly  t'oi'  tlie  Colony.  Taki!  them  for  ull  in  all,  from 
llir  SjH'aki'r  d.nvnwiirdH,  wo  do  not  Bupposi;  that  a  j,'n;ater  sut  of  low-lifi;  and 
hnvlcsB  snoundnds  as  Public  men  can  be  found  undrr  the  canopy  of  Heaven. 

"  Aw  for  the  aiTOt;ant  Kroiin(h'f;lly  House;  o!'  Assembly  witfi  wliieh  the  country  is 
cursed.  His  K.KCellcncy  will  in  this  instanrie  do  well  to.  as  far  as  pos-ible,  wash  bis 
bands  clear  from  it,  and  take  npou  himself  a  judicious  responsibility,  in  which  all 
huni'St  men  will  bear  him  out.  And  let  the  House  of  .A'isembly  take  any  course 
which  ii  may  deem  fit." 

The  men  to  be  pitied  in  all  these  ehiMish  scjuahhles  wi  i'.-  the  Ejiglish 
Ministry  ;  they  were  worried  to  death  with  l(jiig  memorials  from  each 
side,  volumes  of  despatches  ;  the  Colonial  L(!gis]ature  they  had  called  into 
existence  was  a  veritahle  political  Frankenstein,  that  une-easiugly  haunted 
and  disturhed  them. 

Viewino"  the  »;vents  between  1(S33  and  iH'iH — an  unfortunate  time 
for  the  Colony — we  see  clearly  that  free  institutions  never  had  a  fair 
trial.  The  upper  and  luercantile  classes  A^ere  on  the  whole  bitterly 
opl)osed  to  them  :  the  Legislative  Council,  v/ith  Chief  Justice  Boultou 
at  its  head,  was  an  uncompromising  opponent:  Boultent  brought  his 
powerful  but  narrow  mind  in  antagonism  to  the  Lower  Hou.se  on 
all  questions  ;  In-  was  almost  invariably  wrong  in  his  con.stitutional 
doctrines,  as  lie  was  asti'ay  in  his  decision  aoout  servants'  wages 
not  having  a  prior  claim  on  the  fish  and  oil.  As  I  have  shown, 
the  custom  of  giving  the;  fishery  servants  the  first  claim  on  the  voyage 
had  existed  in  the  Colonv  since  the  fisiiery  beijan. 

We  had  also  another  element  that  worked  against  our  infant 
assembly — -the  violence  of  the  mob;  this  gave  support  to  all  the 
argmnents  of  the  Tory  and  mercantile  party,  and  it  helped  to  kill  (mt 
some  of  the  very  best  blood  in  the  Colon)' — the  very  cream  of  the 
most  important  element  in  the  community  —  the  L'ish  middle-class 
Liberals  (afterwards  designated  with  the  odious  name  of  "  mad  dogs  "). 
How  these  men  and  their  families  were  insulted,  attacked,  and  many 
driven  from  the  Colony,  is  one  of  the  most  deploralile  chapters  in  our 
political  history.  The  worst  eff"ect,  how(.'ver,  of  free  goverinnent  was 
the  sectarian  discord  it  produced.  Previous  to  the  introduction  of  the 
Legislature,   the  connminity    was   harmouious   and  united  ;    for   years 
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aftei"W!ir<ls  there  was  nothing  but  strife  and  disconl.  The  House  gave 
!i  hfiiidle  to  thcii"  opporents  by  providing  little  jobs  an'i  pickings  for 
t'leir  su)t]i()rters  ;  as  their  Contingency  Bills  show,  they  were  not  very 
huge.  The  new  Government  was,  after  all,  preferaljle  to  the  ring  of 
orticials. 

In  the  politics  of  this  period  the  Roman  Catholic  bishop  always  played 
a  prominent  part.  It  is  told,  as  an  example  of  Bishop  Fleming's  skill  and 
sigacity,  th;it  when  a  delegation,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Nugent  and 
O'Brien,  were  sent  to  the  Colonial  Office,  he  suggestt^d  that  the  Hon. 
Lawrence  should  always  go  first,  jis  a  ver}'  handsome  Colonial  specimen, 
but,  when  it  came  to  speaking,  Nugent,  who  was  a  schoLu',  should  do 
thi^  work.  At  the  close  of  his  life,  Bishop  Fleming  deeply  deplored  the 
unhap]iy  divis'ons  politics  had  produced  in  the  Colony  :  he  held  out  the 
right  hand  of  fellowship  to  all  who  had  been  at  enmity  with  him  ;  his 
friendship  with  Dr.  Carson  was  warm  and  sincere.  On  all  matters, 
both  ])ublic  and  private,  his  confidant,  friend,  and  legal  adviser  was 
Mr.  Wakeham.  In  the  latter  pari  of  his  episcopate,  which  extended 
over  the  long  period  of  twenty-one  years,  he  was  ably  assistc'd  by 
Di.  Mullock. 

In  1.SM4  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane  was  rather  suddenly  called  home. 
The  Ministry  seemed  to  have  entertjiined  the  idea  that  he  was  in  some 
way  responsible  for  the  imsatisfactoiy  slate  of  affairs  in  the  Colony.  It 
is  painful  to  relate  that  many  of  those  who  had  been  loud  in  his  praises 
as  the  best  Covernor  ever  sent  to  the  Colony,  hud  now  tinned  against 
him,  and  loaded  him  with  abu.se.  The  conduct  of  the  mob  was  most 
disgraceful.  When  His  Excellency  sailed  for  England  thej'  hooted,  and 
actually  thri'W  dirt  at  Sir  Tiiomas  and  Miss  Coclii'ane  as  they  passed 
down  Coclirane  Street  to  embark  at  the  Queen's  wharf.  Every  respectable 
man  in  the  couiniunity,  except  a  few  political  agitators,  regretted  his 
departure,  and  addresses  were  prt.sented  to  him  from  tlie  leading 
iidiabitfints  all  over  the  Colonv.^  1S85  witne.'^sed  the  barbarous  oufage 
on  Mr.  Hemy  Winton,  editor  of  the  Puhlii'  Lc(l</('r.- 

Ca])t;uii  Prescott,  R.N.,  was  sent  out  to  succeed  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane 
in  1S84.     No  doubt  the  idea  of  the  Ministrv  was  tiiat  Sir  Thomas  miirht 

'  111  1H;U  ai'.  Act  nas  piisst'd  for  the  .Totin  Boyd,  whose  HniUic  Kicol  .Tarvie  was 
rroatior.  of  u  siiviiifrs  hank.  Newman 
'V.  U"yh**  ^^i'**  appoint'.d  first  treasurer  and 
-<  i'liir  :  at  his  (h'nth,  I'attick  >(orris  suceeeded 
,  li.)'.'i  (lositlons.  .1.  I{.  M.  Cooke,  a  son-in- 
''.-      I  ':'  'Mr.  llovles,  was  clerk  to  the  bank. 


Henry  Winton,  on  whom  this  most 
■■■'\  'Oefui  ontriiLie  «;is  ]»eri)etr!ited,  was  a 
ui.iii  oi'  reniiiikiilile  iiitreiiidity,  an  able  and 
most  indeiieiidcMt  editor.     lie  was  one  of  a 


very   convivial    circle,    which     included   Mr.       him  the  better  of  it." 


considered  by  good  judues  tlu'  best  amateur 
actinfi  ever  seen  either  here  or  elsewliere. 
JSoyil  was  being  sharply  cross-examined 
about  Winton's  habits  in  a  libel  suit.  Wintcu 
was  of  rather  a  saturniMe  hahit,  except  when 
under  the  intiiieiice  of  good  li(|uor,  which 
brought  out  all  his  talents.  "  Now,  sir,"  said 
Mr.  iMiiersou,  ))oiiitintr  at  Itoyd.  "  did  you 
never  see  .Mr.  Winton  the  worsr  for  liipior?" 
Nie,  nae,"  said  Itoyd,  "  never.     I  often  saw 


CAPTAIX  PRESCOTT. 


4.1: 


;e( 


I,  and 

massed 
table 
I  his 


aiding 


have  boon  too  rijjid  in  his  views,  and  that,  with  a  now  man  at  tli* 
lielni,  niattt'is  nii<,'ht  work  smoother  in  the  rlistractcd  colony.  After  all 
Governor  Coelirane's  groat  servicets,  lie  was  superseded  in  a  discourteous 
and  shabby  manner ;  his  fiist  intimation  of  tlie  chanj^e  of  government 
was  the  arrival  of  Captain  Prescott,  with  a  fresli  commission.  Dui'ing 
the  ufw  (iovern<»i-'s  stay,  from  LS.'34  to  the  summer  of  l!S4(),  the 
political  c(mdition  of  tlie  Colony  did  not  improve,  the  (piarrels  between 
<he  Council  and    the  As.sembly   were   rather  intensified.     In    I80S   an 
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attempt  was  made  to  infuse  a  more  po|)tdar  element  into  the  Ci 
then  eoiisi.sted  of  the  following  (the   Hon.  Patiiik  Morris  was 
1840):— 

"  I,ienfc.  Col.  Williftm  Sail,  CommamHiig  the  troops. 
James  Simras,  Attorney-fTt'iiLM'al. 
James  I'rowdy,  Colonial  Secretary. 
.Tamos  Morton  Spearman,  Collector  of  Customs. 
John  Dunscombe. 
William  'rhomas. 
John  Bayley  Bland. 
John  Sinclair. 
Patrick  MorriB,  Colonial  Trcasurei-." 


luncil :  it 
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The  first  HoMHo  of  Assembly  by  s'atute,  eivUd  in  1S36.  Tlie 
elections  of  this  yeai"  were  very  Iiotly  conte>ted  ;  tliore  were  riots  at 
Harl)our  Gi-ace  and  all  utound  Conception  Bay,  and  jjreat  diHtiirbances 
in  St.  Joiin's.  'I'lie  Attorney-General  indicted  a  number  of  persons  for 
riot  and  ji.ssanlt ;  six  of  these  were  members  of  the  Hoiisc!  of  Assembly.^ 
There  was  not  a  tittle  of  evidence  to  sustain  the  cliargos  against  the 
mend)ers,  and  they  were  acquitted.  In  the  other  cases,  the  sentences 
pa'^sed  by  Chief  Justice  Boidton  were  considered  so  unnecessarily  severe 
that  they  were  remitted  by  the  Home  Government.  The  most 
preposterous  proceeding  of  all  was  the  disannulling  of  the  183(5  elections, 
on  the  ground  that  one  returned  writ  was  unsealed.'^  Both  Boulton  and 
Attorney-General  Simms  declared  the  elections  invalid.  New  writs  were 
ordered  ;  at  the  second  contest  the  Conservatives  or  Piotestants  made 
no  fight,  and  a  very  inferior  set  of  members 
Were  returned,  one  of  them  lieing  the  cele- 
brated Tom  Fitz-Gibbon  Moore,  of  Dildo.'* 
The  new  House  contended  for  its  rii^ht  t'> 
appoint  its  own  officers.  Mr.  E.  M.  Archibald, 
the  clerk,  and  otiier  officinls  had  been  ap- 
j)ointed  by  the  Crown.  The  new  Hou.se. 
however,  appointed  its  own  clerk,  Mr.  R.  R. 
Wakeliam.  BetwecMi  the  Legislative  Council 
and  the  Assembly  there  was  war  to  the 
knife.  The  Council  threw  out  Supply,  Re- 
venue, and  Contingency  Bills  ;  as  fast  as  the 
liOwer  House  enacted  measures  the  Upper 
House  annulled  them.  There  was  only  one 
way  out  of  the  deadlock :  the  Ministers  at  home  had  to  be  appealed  to. 


1'.   II.    OOSSE.' 
Fi-niii  OH  ohl  photograph. 


'  One  of  the  piirties  indicted  was  the 
Hon.  I'atrick  ^forri.f.  The  only  evidence  of 
violence  at  the  great  political  ineetins  held  at 
liae  Island  was  that  young  Mr.  .lolin  Kent 
rode  a  spirited  blood  horse,  and  a  man  called 
I'ower  sang  out  '"  Bah.*'  The  rioting  and 
disturbance  in  Conception  Hay  was  disgrace- 
ful. Xearly  all  the  election  fights  were 
between  rival  Honian  Catholic  caudidates. 
The  Hon.  T.  Talbot,  in  his  pani|ihlet  on 
Newfoundland,  gives  a  graphic  description 
of  one  of  these  scenes.  Some  of  the  Con- 
servativeH  who  could  not  be  frightened  were 
bullied  and  threatened ;  another  mfmber, 
however,  who  was  n^it  to  be  intimidated  in 
any  way,  they  puni.shed  by  setting  fire  to 
his  house.  Lord  John  Russell  sharply 
rebuked  Governor  I'rescott  for  his  laxity 
in  not  sending  troops  to  Carbonear  in 
1840.  His  Lordship  said  this  pln.ce,  Car- 
bonear,   should    be    di8franchised.     An  old 


man  named  Farrell,  who  was  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  mob,  complained  that "  after  all 
the  murdering  and  blackifuarding  he  had  done 
in  these  elections,  he  had  no  berth,  whilst  the 
man  he  put  in  had  'i  fat  office,  and  was 
aiting  and  drinking  the  best  in  the  land." 

2  In  the  elections  of  lS3t>  and  1S37  to 
the  House  of  Assembly  there  was  a  com- 
plete change ;  nearly  all  the  leading  men 
seem  to  have  retired.  T'eter  Winsor  replaced 
Mr.  Oarter  in  Ferryland  ;  Peter  I'rown, 
John  McCarthy,  Anthony  W.  Godfrey,  and 
James  Power  were  elected  for  Conception 
Bay  ;  John  V.  Nugent  and  Patrick  Doyle 
were  returned  for  Plaeentia ;  Trinity  was 
represented  by  Tom  Fitz-Gibbon  Moore, 
J'ogo  by  Fdward  James  Dwyer,  Itonavista 
by  the  Solicitor-General,  Hugh  A.  Emerson, 
Fortune  Hay  by  W.  15.  Row,  whilst  the  St. 
John's  members  were  Dr.  Carson,  John  Kent, 
and  Patrick  Morris. 
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•'  Tom  Fitz-Piibbon  Moore  used  to  wiilk 
from  liis  home  to  tliu  Assembly  I'Very 
session,  currying  his  "  iiiinny  "  bifr  on  bin 
biiek  ;  a  wild,  eeeentrie  iiiilividiial,  be  was  iis 
excited  lis  an  Iiidiim  bravo  over  tlie  arrt'st  of 
Judge  Lilly.  Oidy  one  of  his  many  speeclies 
has  come  down  to  us.  His  father  was  a 
soldier,  and  Tom  bail  been  a  dviiminer  in  the 
Navy ;  in  one  of  bis  famous  orations  he 
descrllied  himself  '•  As  born  in  the  (ilorions 
British  Army,  reared  in  thu  Navy,  and 
^[usieian  uniU'r  onr  Most  gracious  Sailor 
Kin;?."  A  rival  of  Moore's — Dwyer — was 
the  Hon.  Member  for  Lion's  Don,  Fogo. 

■•  A  very  interest  in;;  sketch  of  the  social 
and  political  history  of  the  C'olouy  from  1827 
to  1S.'1."»  is  given  in  the  life  of  L'liiiip  Menry 
Gosse  (1810-1888),  the  eminent  mituralist, 
hy  his  son,  the  well-known  author  and  critic, 
Edmund  Gosse.  It  appears  from  this  bio- 
graphy that  William  (iosse,  an  elder  brother 
(who  survived  until  I8!i:!),  went  out  to  Car- 
boiiear  in  18i;2  to  the  old  firm  of  I'ack,  (losso 
nml  Fryer;  the  youngest  brother,  I'bilip,  later 
on  became  a  clerk  in  the  bouse  of  Sladc, 
KIson  &  Co.  A  gr:iiii\ie  account  is  given  of 
the  outfitling,  tallying,  seals,  and  settling  the 
sharenian's  accounts,  the  wrangle  over  wliat 
was  "took  up;"  all  the  phases  of  out- 
harbour  life  in  the  thirties  are  admirably 
told.  The  firm  b;id  a  branch  establishment 
at  .'^t.  Mary's,  ruled  by  a  pompous  little  \V"<t 
coiiutryman,  John   Hill   -Martin,  one  of  tiie 


first  luembers  for  I'lacentia.  Gos-,'  was 
packed  olT  to  this  out  ol'-the-way  place,  so 
we  get  a  description  of  St.  Mary's,  ol  I'bipard 
and  his  pretty  daughters,  and  a  very  graphic 
account  of  the  journey  overlaml  from  St. 
Mary's  to  Carbonear  with  Hyrnc,  prototvpe 
of  Tom  Kelly,  at  the  Head,  and  other  noted 
country  guides,  (idsse  was  living  at  I'.ir- 
bonear  whi'ii  the  d;vstardly  iitta<'k  was  made 
on  bis  friend  Henry  Winton.  He  mentions 
the  name  of  the  surgecui  who  cut  olVWInton's 
ears.  I'liilip  Henry  G.isse's  cluiraeter,  with 
all  its  faults  and  foibles,  is  admirably  por- 
trayed— his  generosity,  bis  high  sense  of 
lionour,  bis  abs(U'bing  passion  for  natural  his- 
tory, and  his  rigid  religious  eonvi<'tiiiiis.  In 
these  days  Carbniiear  v.as  the  most  turbideiit 
district  in  the  ccdony.  It  is  not,  therefore, 
to  be  wondered  at  that  (josse's  vieH.'  of  bis 
rr'ligious  and  |)olitieal  o|ipoiients  are  un- 
favourable. A  few  persons  still  living  in 
(,'arbonear  and  Harbour  (irace  vemember  hiui, 
his  mania  for  collecting,  bis  friiiidship  with 
the  talented  St.  .lohn  family,  the  I'Msoiis,  aiel 
many  other  Garbonear  woithies,  whose  me- 
mory is  fast  fading  away  from  the  present 
generation.  In  IS.t.'t  1'.  H.  (iosse  wrote  and 
copiously  illustratecl  a  volume  which  he  eii'itled 
IlittDiiioliijiii  'I'lrr,!'  \(nuf.  This wastlieearliest 
attcmpi  made  to  desciibe  the  insects  r)f  J'l'W- 
fonndlaud,  but  the  young  naturalist  did  nit 
find  a  publislur,  and  his  uork  bus  never  been 
printed. 


Ih    I 


410 


1 1i 

1 

r  •  iii 

3'  '  t  ' ■  ■  ^ 

1 1  § 

S         -in 

APPENDIX   TO   CHAPTER   XIV. 


The  Tariff  and  Contingency  Bill,  1835. 


THE  TAKIFF. 

A  T(0>'e  of  Duties  upon  Gnoth,  Wares,  and 
Mrrrliiiiiilizr  (i:rci'i>t  Wiiicx  and  Spirits) 
impiirtvd  into  N ctcjhundland  and  its 
Dcpvndvncivs. 


& 
0 


Iteef  and  pork  (§alted)  the  ewt.     - 
I'Mour,  tin-  barrel,  not  exceediii;?  in 

weijrlit  l'.(6  pounds     -         -         -     0     0     9 
Oatmeal,  tiic  barrel,  not  exceedinfj; 

in  weifrbt  2<J()  pounds  -         -     0     (t     0 

ilread  or  biscuit,  the  ewt.  -  -  0  0  3 
Hiittcr,  the  ewt.  -  -  -  -  0  1  6 
■Molasses        -----       Frei . 

Suit       - Free. 

Implements  and  materials  tit   and 
lueessary    for     tlie     tislieries, — 
videlieit,    lines,     twines,    hooks, 
nets  and  seines  -         -         -         -        Free. 
Coin  and  bullion    -         -         .         .       Free. 
Al)ples,  the  barrel  -         -         -     0     0     6 

Coals,  the  ton  -  -  -  -  0  0  6 
Horsi's.  mares,  and  geldiiiffs,  each  -  0  10  0 
Neat  eattle,  each    -         -         -         -     0     5     0 

I'alves Free. 

Slieep,  each  -         -         -         -         -     0     0     6 

llofis,  each 0     (»     6 

Lumiier,  one  inch  thick,  the  thou- 

tand  feet 0     10 

Ton  timber,  and  balk,  of  all  kinds, 

'  iucludinp  seantliufi,  the  ton        -     0     0     0 
Shingles,  the  thousand  -         -     0     0     4 

(Joods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
(except  wines  anil  spirits),  not 
otherwise  enumerated,  described 
or  charged  with  duty  in  this  Act, 
and  not  herein  declared  to  he 
duty  free,  for  every  .CI 00  of  the 
true  value  thereof  -  -     2  10     0 

CONT1NGEKC1E.S. 

Tlie  sum  of  4:;{,137  Ms.  2d.  to  be  applied 
tjward'*  remunerating  the  oflBcers  of  th« 
J  cgisluture  for  their  services,  and  towards 
defraying  the  contingent  expenses  of  Her 
Majesty's  Council,  and  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  as  follows : — 

The  clerk  of  Her  Majesty's  Council  for 
his  services,  £100. 

The  master  in  Chancery  attending  Her 
Majesty's  Council,  tlOO. 

The  usher  of  the  Black  Rod,  for  his 
services,  jK'/O. 

The  door  -  keeper  of  Her  Majesty's 
Council,  £J5. 


The  assistant  door-keeper  and  racssenper 
of  Her  Majesty's  Council,  .CIO. 

The  clerk  of  Her  Majesty's  Countil,  for 
preparing  and  superintending  the  ])r;iiling  of 
the  Journids  for  the  present  session,  £2,"?. 

The  clerk  of  Her  Majesty's  Council,  to 
defray  the  expenses  conlingent  on  his  office, 
:C'J  13.V.  -id. 

I'robable  amount  of  printing  and  binding 
the  Journals  of  Her  Majesty's  Council  for  the 
present  session,  CltiO. 

'Jlie  usher  of  the  Black  Uod,  to  defray 
the  expenses  coutingint  on  his  office, 
,C11  l;i.v.  10(/. 

Uichard  I'erchard,  house-keeptr,  for 
cleaning  llic  Council  Koom  the  present  and 
last  sessions,  CIO. 

The  librarian  of  il.e  Legislature  for  salary 
of  one  year  and  a  (puirtcr,  omitted  in  Con- 
tingency Bill  of  last  session,  C18  I  5.v, 

The  librarian  of  the  Lc.'islature  lor  sabiry 
of  the  current  year,  .£1;>. 

To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Assembly,  caoo. 

To  the  chairman  of  the  Commitlee  of 
Supply,  towards  defraying  the  charges  of 
attendance  during  th"  i>resent  session,  at  thu 
rate  of  CI  ]>er  diem,  for  forty -two  days,  tra- 
velling charges,  postages,  and  extra  expenses 
of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Assenil)ly 
(exclusive  of  the  Speaker)  resident  at  St. 
John's,  ami  in  the  out-ports,  ii'f''A. 

Tlie  clerk  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
£100. 

Hugh  W.  Hoyles,  Esq.,  for  preparing 
and  superintending  the  printing  uf  the 
Journals,  £50. 

The  Serjeant-at-Arms,  for  his  attendance 
during  the  present  session,  .C70. 

.John  Delaney,  door-deeper,  lor  his  at- 
tendance this  session,  £05,  and  a  further  sum 
(if  £10  for  extra  services. 

David  Walsh,  messenger,  fur  his  at- 
tendance, £35,  and  a  further  sum  of  £5  for 
extra  services. 

Philip  Brown,  under  door-keeper,  for  his 
attendance,  £25,  and  a  further  sum  of  £5  lor 
extra  serviises. 

John  B.  Cox,  assistant  door-keeper,  for 
his  attendance,  £25,  and  a  further  sum  of  £5 
for  extra  services. 

Mortagh  Dunn,  assistant  messpnger,  for 
his  attendance,  £25,  and  a  lurther  vum  of  £5 
for  extra  services. 

The  solicitor  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
for  his  services,  £100. 
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The  solicitor  of  tht-  House  of  AHSfiiihly, 
for  extra  gerviwH,  <M. 

Uiehiird  lloiduii,  unxistunt  clerk,  for  hia 
Sfrvici'i4,  CHO. 

The  chuiniinn  of  Sii|iply  mid  Fiimiu'c, 
for  his  services,  C."i(> 

Aluxuiiiler  M'lver,  for  statioiierv, 
<ii\i  \s.  '.hi. 

VVilliiiin  Firth,  for  coiils,  ITw.  Ii/. 

Williiim  KreeiiKin,  for  filliii}.'  uji  the 
Asseniblv  for  the  |)r.'>eiit  session,  C2i  l".s. '-'</. 

Duvid  Walsh,  for  his  services  as  special 
messeiifier  to  Conception  Ha.v,  Cft. 

Hjaii  anil  Withers,  for  account  of  the 
Le^'islatiirc,  CIS  U. 

Sti'phen  .1.  Daniel,  for  stationery  and 
enfirossin^r.  t; ). 

Robert  1{.  Ilolden,  for  engrossing  peti- 
tions in  1837,  Cli>  1H.«.  4(/. 

The  I  hairnian  of  the  (^)iiiniittce  nf  Audit, 
for  his  services,  C.')t». 

The  |)roprietor  of  the  Netrfiiiindluuder, 
for  balance  due  for  printing  the  journaLt, 
CJit  '.).v.  U(/. 

The  proprietor  of  the  Xfiifoiiiitl/aiKli'r, 
for  printing  the  Journals  of  the  present 
session.  t;l."><). 

The  proprietor  of  the  Valriut  ^4e^^s- 
paper,  for  the  >;eneral  printinjf  of  the  Hoii>e 
of  Assembly  during  thu  juest-ut  sissiou, 
Ci'7y  18s, 


The  representatives  of  the  late  Timothy 
Kelly,  forpaintinj;  the  Court  room,  t-l  'Aa.  •*</. 

The  assistant  clerk,  towards  paying  for 
the  newspapers  of  the  Colony,  K.'  IH.v.  'lil. 

The  reporter  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
CSO. 

The  door-keeper,  for  ex])enses  coDtingeiit 
on  his  ortice,  ".«. 

Ilcniy  Wiiiton,  for  stationery,  Kl  3.«.  1(/. 

Uichard  Ilolden,  junior,  for  copying 
since  the  last,  and  diu'iug  the  present,  session, 

Kobert  U.  Wakehum,  for  office  rent  und 
coals,  K.\.\  Ki.v. 

i<ichard  Holden,  assistant  clerk,  for  extra 
services,  H.'iy). 

Anilir(i-<L'  Slu'a,  for  biiulin^  the  .Journals 
of  the  two  last  sessions,  CI'J  li.v.  '-'(/. 

The  under  door-keeper  and  the  assistant 
door-keeper,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  cleaning 
the  House  of  Assembly,  Clii. 

And  a  further  sum  of  1:50  to  Thomas 
Heck,  lisq.,  for  his  services  during  the  present 
session. 

And  II  further  sum  of  ti.  '>  to  the  actir^t 
(ilerk  of  the  llou^e  of  .Vssciubly  towards  the 
defraying  of  law  charges  incurred  by  onler  ot 
the  House  o(  As^enlbly. 

And  a  further  Mini  of  tlo  to  Waller 
IHIhui,  Ksn-,  for  bis  seivicis  tLc  pru>tut 
b^'ssiou. 
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1838. — First  geolosieiil  survey  by  J.  itiito  .IiiUos.  lloultoii,  C.J.,  removed,  and  IJoiinse 
appointeil.     (iieat  ease  of  Kiilly  v.  Carson. 

18.19. — Newfoundland  constituted  a  si'paratu  see;  Hislioit  Spencer,  fli'st  Ai!<rlican  Bishop. 

18 JO. — Uefinlar  forlni};litly  sailinjf  packets  established  betwwn  !St.  John's  and  Halifax. 
H.M.S.  Sjiiljire  fir.st  steamer  to  visit  St.  John't*. 

1811. — Foundation  stone  tf  the  Uomaa  Catholic  cathedral  laid. 

184J. —  .\n)alganiated  Assembly  constituted  by  Act  of  Parliament.  First  Presbyterian 
kirk  established.  .\fj;ricultiiral  .Society  formed.  Captain  Fabvre  and  .Mr.  \V. 
Thomas,  iTcident  Chamber  of  Commerce,  appointed  Commissioncis  on  French 
Fishery  (iue*tion. 

184:1. — Anialfiamated  Huuse  opened  tiy  Sir  John  Harvey.  Act  for  ihc  Eiicoaragcment  (.f 
Kdncatiou  passed  by  liiehard  Barnes. 

1841. — Edward  Fcild,  D.l).,  appointed  Bishop  of  Newfonndland.  The  first  steam  packet, 
the  jS.S.  Ndiili  Aiiicriruii,  arrived  in  St.  John'.>  from  Haliljix,  N.S. :  sixty  honrs' 
passaj;e.     Chief  Jufifiee  Norton,  first  Roman  Catholic  Chief  Justice. 

1840. — I'llblie  meeting  on  2Ctli  ]\Iay  in  the  Court  House;  St.  John's,  in  favour  of 
Ke-sponsihle  Governnieiit  ;  petition  sent  to  Qi;.''.'ii  and  Parliament.  Teiribie  and 
destructive  fire  consumed  the  town  on  the  !)t;\  nne.  Ti'emeudous  ^^ale  on 
lUth  September.     CuUmcl  I^iw,  Admmistrutor. 

18  17. — Sir  Ciaspard  Le  Marcliant,  G<iveriior.  Chief  .I>ir.ti  e  Hrady  appointed.  Foundation 
stone  of  Knjjlish  Cathedral  of  St.  John  the  Jiaiitist  laid  ;  also  Colonial  liaildin/; 
and  (Justoni  House,  St.  Juhn'.s. 

1848. — First  Session  of  I^'jtislatnre,  iifter  return  to  Ccmsiitution  of  IHX\,  opened  on 
Decemlier  1 4th  by  Sir  Gaspard  J.e  Mixrcliant.  Bishop  Mullock  arrived  on  Gth  .May. 
Free  Kirk  established. 

1349.— Customs'  Department  placed  under  control  of  the  local  Goverrimeut. 

1850. — Death  of  Bishop  Fleniinii. 

1861. — Public  ineeling  to  prumulc  direct  steam  communication  from  St.  John's  to 
England. 
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lH'i2. — KvT  Maillic  Hiiiiiilron,  (ioVfrnor.  First  Kfenmci'  in  Concfplion  Hiiy.  Hiin.  J. 
('rowdv,  Ailiiiini?<tiMt(ir.  lilt'clrii'  tcji^jnipti  iiiiriidiiiTil  into  St.  .lotin's  liy 
I"".  N.  (iishoiiii'.     'I'lrriliiv  itiMirilnniK  «i'iil  tislicn- ;  "  Spriiijf  of  tlio  U'lullmiiH." 

18.')4. — l{oci|iriicily  treaty  liclwccii  Ilriti>li  Aiiifrica  iind  tlii!  I'liilcil  State".  New  Yink, 
Ni'wtoiiiKliaiiu,  and  London  'I'eie^ri'i^pli  (.'onipuny  iin'orpornted. 

IR.Vi — Governor  Darliii^r.  KcsponNil)le  (lovcrnnient  inlrodticcd  ;  Hon.  1'.  K,  liitllo  tiist 
I'mnicr.     Uotnnn  ('atlioliu  C'ltlhcdriil  conMCi'mted. 

1h:)6.— Direct  steam  by  tiie  Giilway  Lino.  The  Aineriean  slemntT  ./i/wim  . I (/(/r;- arrived 
in  St.  Jolin's  ;  endeavoured  (o  lay  the  I'ulde  iicroNH  the  (iulf. 

IS.')7.--lIon.  li.  O'lti'len,  .Administrator.  Sir  Alexander  Kannertnan  appointed  fioverrnT. 
Thu  Aii;;lo-l''rene|i  <'oinenfion  aliout  tlie  NewCoiindlaiid  li-*liery  !  nitlii.'nati(in 
ineeliiins  J  delejiales  .sent  to  (.'anadii,  Novu  Scotia,  \e.  (iulf  calile  liid  liy 
S.S.  I'riipontis. 
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Oil  tilt'  "iOtli  of  .hint'  liSIJT  begins  tlu'  fi'ii;ii  of  Vii  toiia,  Ht-i'  [dCHfiit 
Miije.sty,  the  iioblu  Queen  wliose  virtues  have  won  tin'  hciut.s  ol"  nil 
Kn,nli,sh-.sj)i'!ikin<,f  people,  whose  tine  chiUMctcr  and  stiitcHmanlikt'  ability 
have  (lone  so  iiiueh  to  (|uicken  the  loyalty  of  her  snbjeet><,  to — 

"  Keep  hor  throne  unsbnkoii  still, 
Uroiid  based  upon  the  people's  will." 

Her  af'co.ssion  usliered  in  the  (hiwn  of  a  happier  era  of  peace  and  ninr- 
vellons  pr.igi'ess.  To  treat  of  all  the  importiint  events  that  have  occurri'd 
(lnrin<^  the  VMotorian  age,  even  in  this  small  jiortion  of  Her  Majesty's 
dominions,  is  (piite  beyond  the  space  at  my  disposal^ 

The  verv  tirst  subject  broufdit  under  the  notice  of  the  English 
^Ministry  in  the  year  of  the  Queen's  accession  concf  rning  our  Island 
was  the  old  trouble  and  dispute  between  the  Council  and  Assenilily. 
In  1<S37  the  House  of  A.'^sembly  sent  home  delegate,'^  on  tlie  compiaints 
against  Chief  Justice  Boulton,  and  respecting  the  disputes  between  the 
House  and  the  Council.     The  Assembly  was  represented  by  Dr.  Carson, 


"s    to 


'  The  first  Aniilican  liishr.p  of  New. 
fouiidland,  Auliiey  (korfie  S])encer,  was  ap- 
j>oiiited  in  IMS'.) — a  most  amiahle  and  jroilly 
prelate,  lie  founded  the  Tlieolojiieal  ("ollej,'e, 
and  laid  the  first  stone  of  the  Calhedial.  His 
feeble  healtli  soon  fiave  way  under  the  strain  of 
his  arduous  episcopal  labours.  The  successor 
of  Hishc>p  Spencer  was  the  Hifjlit  Kev.  Kdward 
Ftild,  <mr  {jreai  Anglii'an  iirelate.  whose  life 
has  hei'ii  admirably  written  by  the  Kev.  11. 
W.  Tucker,  M. A.  A  strikinj;  personality,  his 
powerful  iiifliiencc  changed  the  whole  charac- 
ter of  the  (^hurch  and  the  elerfry  in  the  Colony. 
The  ministers  had  all  belonged  to  the  Kvan- 
gelicnl  or  Low  Chnrch  type  ;  one  of  this  scIk el 
is  now  a  rara  avis  in  the  diocese.  The  Hishop's 
prcdoiiiinnnt  trait  wa.s  the  true  missionaiy 
si>irit ;  to  the  service  of  his  Divine  Master 
he    was    consecrated,   body   and   soul.       He 


scorned  popularity  nud  all  the  jionips  and 
vanities  <if  the  world.  To  his  op|.oiiiiits  he 
seemed  narrow  and  intoleiaiit  ;  but  to  his 
iidinirers,  and  they  now  embrace  the  whole 
Aii;rli<'an  Church,  lie  was  tlie  embodiment  of 
all  that  is  faintly  and  holy.  In  social  1  fe  the 
Hisliop  was  a  delifjlitfiil  cnmpauioii,  full  of 
]ileasaiituess  and  humour,  a  dear  lover  ;iJ' 
children.  'J'lie  marvellous  work  he  per- 
lornied  in  his  great  diocese  is  well  known; 
one  of  the  results  of  his  poweiful  influence 
was  the  sub-division  of  the  I'rotestant  educa- 
tional scheme.  With  all  my  admiration  lor 
the  great  prelate,  1  cannot  say  that  it  w'as  ii 
good  movement ;  1  believe  its  influence  in 
dividing  the  grant,  and  in  giving  many  locali- 
ties two  poor  schools  in  place  of  one  good 
one,  has  been  very  detrimental  to  the  progress 
of  education  in  the  Colony. 
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P.  Morris,  and  J.  V.  Nugent.  As  the  result  of  this  appe>l  in  1838. 
the  Queen  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  Appropriation  Bill  by  the 
Council.  Tlie  Assembly  in  the  main  succeeded  ;  both  Houses,  however, 
were  severely  blamed  for  their  discourteous  and  impropei-  conduct 
towards  each  other,  and  were  informed  that  they 
ought  to  show  each  other  proper  consideration. 
Tlie  success  of  the  British  Constitution,  as  the 
best  Government  in  the  world,  is  largely  dependent 
on  the  fact  that  it  is  woiked  out  by  gentlemen 
and  men  of  honour,  who,  notwithstanding  all  the 
acerbities  of  party,  are  governed  by  the  rults  of 
courtesy  and  propriety.  As  a  result  r)f  the  appeal, 
the  Chief  Justice  was  dismisses!.  With  all  Boulton's 
faalts,  he  wa.s  shabbily  treated  by  the  Home  Govern- 
nicnt.  In  the  first  place  his  appointment  was  an  in- 
judicious one  ;  he  was  an  extreme  partizan,  a  rigid 
Tory,  and  too  fresh  from  the  heated  political  strife  of  Upper  Canada  to 
suit  the  cidm  atmosjihere  of  the  Bench ;  in  order  to  make  amends  for 
the  loss  of  the  Attorney-Generalship  of  that  province,  the  Ministry  had 
appointed  him  Chief  Justice  of  Newfoundland ;  his  pecuniary  loss  by 
tlie  change  was  a  very  great  one.  The  popular  attacks  on  Boulton 
were  most  disgraceful  and  unfair.  The  serious  chaiges,  that  his 
judgments  were  biiissed  by  his  political  view.s,  and  that  his  decisions 
were  corrupt,  were  all  proved  to  be  untrue.  The  Privy  Council  should 
have  considered  his  anomalous  position  as  President  of  the  Council  and 
Chief  Justice ;  they  were  wholly  incompatible  offices.  Theie  was, 
however,  sufficient  evidence  of  his  paj-ty  speeches,  his  ittendance  at 
political  meetings,  and  of  his  intempei-ate  and  injudicious  behaviour,  to 
warrant  the  Privy  Council  in  advising  his  removal.  As  he  was  made 
the  scapegoat  for  an  unworkable  politicnl  system,  he  .should  eertaitdy 
have  been  pensioned,  and  not  cast  adrift  penniless  after  filling  such 
high  office. 

The  advice  of  the  English  Ministers  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
acted  on,  ibr  in  1838  we  find  the  House  and  the  Council  more  seriously 
at  variance  than  ever ;  this  was  largely  due  to  the  celebrated  case  of 
Kielly  v.  Carson.  On  Tuesday,  7th  August  1838,  Doctor  Kielly  met 
Mr.  John  Kent  on  the  .street;  both  were  very  high-spirited  gentlemen. 
Mr.  Kent  declared  that  Dr.  Kiedy  had  put  his  fist  up  to  his  face  and 
h  id  then  and  there  threatened  to  jiuU  his  nose.  This  amounted,  as  any- 
one can  see,  to  an  ordinary  case  of  assault,  and  the  remedy  lay  in 
proceedings  before  the  magistrates  or  the  Supreme  Court ;  that,  how- 
ever, would  mt   have   suited    the    insulted   and   impetuous    Kent;  he 
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appealed  to  the  House.^  Tb"  Assembly  sat  with  clo?ed  doors,  and  finally 
decided  to  summon  Dr.  ^.ielly  to  the  bar.  Mr.  Speaker  Carson  informed 
him  that  lie  had  been  brouglit  there  on  a  charge  of  having  violated  the 
privileges  of  the  House  by  making  an  attack  on  one  of  their  members. 
The  ulerk  was  ordered  to  read  the  report  of  the  conmiiltee  appointed 
to  C()nsidev  the  matter  with  the  evidence.  The  report  declared  "  the 
•'  conduct  of  Dr.  Kielly  is  a  gross  brencli  of  the  privileges  of  the  House, 
"  and,  if  allowed  to  pass  unnoticed,  would  be  a  sufficient  cause  for 
"  deterring  members  acting  in  the  independent  mann'^r  so  necessary  for 


(■^■• 


\VATr:R  STBKKT,  .'T.  JOHN  S.  I.OOKINO  WEST,   IX   1837. 

Fruin  a  di''  i'inij  Iji/  William  Gossf,  Esq. 

"  a  free  Af^semVly."  7  he  doctor  requested  to  be  fdlowed  to  produce 
witnesses  on  h:.;  own  behalf;  this  was  i-efused.  The  Speaker  informed 
him  that  his  only  '■Tirse  was  to  plead  ignorance  of  tie  privileges  of  tl:e 
House,  to  express  regret,  and  to  throw  himself  on  '■  ■  •  .nency  of  the 
Assembly.  Far  from  apologizing,  tht,  doct'^r  pointed  'us  finger  at 
Mr.  Kent  who  was  sitting  in  the  House,  and  st  id  he  was  a  liar  and  a 
coward.  For  this  ebullition  cf  temper  Kielly  n»xt  day  sent  a  written 
apology.     When  brought  to  the  luir  the  second  Ume  he  was  ordered  to 


'  John  Kent,  examined,  pjiil :  "  Hi'  was 
n  member  for  tlie  District  of  St.  . John's  ;  he 
and  Dr.  Kielly  had  son.o  ditterenee,  p'  '- 
yoked  by  him  [Dr.  Kielly],  about  12  o'eloeic 
that  (lay.  Dr.  Kielly  hid  put  his  hand 
elenched  up  to   his  [Mr.  Kent's]  faee  several 


times  and  said,  'he  had  it  in  him  for  iiini,  the 
lyinfi  piM'P^'  ""•'  ^^^  privile^a's  sho\dd  not 
protect  liim,'  alliiilin>r  to  certain  statenicnt.s 
nui<'..  I\v  him  [.Mt.  Kent]  in  his  place  mi  the 
'loiisc  upon  the  subject  of  the  St.  .John's 
Uospilal." 
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apologise  in  the  following  terms:  "I  exceedingly  regret  that  I  have 
"  been  guilty  of  any  act  or  expression  which  has  been  considered  by 
"  your  Honourable  House  to  be  a  gross  breach  of  its  privileges."  The 
prisoner  refused  to  make  this  apology.  With  the  Conservative  party, 
tlie  doctor  now  became  the  hero  of  the  hour.'  In  charge  of  tlie 
celebrated  Tommy  Beck,  Serjeant-at-Arms,  with  the  mace,  Dr.  Kielly 
was  marched  down  to  the  i:>ri.son,  situated  on  the  east  side  of 
Church  Hill  (now  Mai-ket  House  Hill).  Mr.  Bryan  Robinson,'  then 
a    rising    young    barrister,    applied    to    Judge    Lilly     for    a    habeas 

corpus,  on  the  grounds  that  the  Houso 
of  Assembly  had  no  such  rights  and 
privileges  as  were  assumed  in  their  late 
extraordinary  proceedings,  and  that  the 
warrant  for  Kielly's  arrest  was  informal. 
Judge  Lilly '^  decided  that  the  commit- 
ment Wiis  deficient  in  those  essentials 
necessary  to  constilute  it  legal.  Three 
da}'s  afterwai-ds  his  lordship  delivered  a 
long  and  very  able  judgment. 

The  House  of  Assend)ly  seem  to  have 
co^lpletely  lost  their  heads  ;  instead  of 
sul)mitting  to  the  law,  and  thus  setting 
a  good  example,  they  were  guilty  of 
the  most  outrageous  absurditit!-:.  It  was  the  Wild  Westerner' — Tom 
Fitz-Giblion  Moore — and  Mr.  Kent  who  proposed  that  Mi".  Robinson, 
for  taking  up  Dr.  Kielly's  case,  should  not  be  permitted  to  com- 
municate with  the  House  as  Master  in  Chan  ery  of  the  Legislative 
C  ".ncil.*     Another  motion   proposed   was    thai    the    Newfoundhiuder's 


DR.  KIELI.T. 


»  "  Oh  1  Did  >■•  u  SOI?  Dr.  Kiflly,  oli ! 
With  his  tioots  and  spurs  mid  stjly  oh." 

'  Mr.  H.  Koliinsoii  was  oharju'd  by  .lohii 
O'Miira  and  Edwiird  Morris  that,  in  his 
Hi'gunient  hi'fori'  the  I'ourt  on  the  liahea" 
corpus  for  Kielly,  lie  had  eoni])ared  tlie 
privileges  of  the  House  to  those  of  tiie 
.Meehrtuie's  Soeiety.  lie  had  said  that  the 
House  hud  siuiply  the  power  of  turninfr 
people  out  that  disturbed  it. 

'  In  Iheir  address  to  the  Queen,  the  Houst 
of  Assembly  made  a  most  unjustifiable  at- 
tack on  Judfje  Lilly.  They  spoke  of  him  as  a 
judge  who  had  rendered  himself  eoiispieuous 
by  publicly  subseribing  to  most  outrageous 
calumnies  on  the  persiuis  and  ])iilitical 
character  of  the  members  ;  .Mr.  K.  M.  Andii- 
bald.the  Clerk  of  the  Court,  and  Clerk  of  the 
Assembly,  wlio  assistcl  the  judge  in  tin! 
preparation  of  the  jui^giuent,  was  also 
denuuiiceii  hs  u  violent  purti/.au. 


'  The  House,  considering  that  B.  Kobin- 
soii,  Ksi|.,  Master  in  Chancery,  atler.dant  on 
H..M.  Council,  by  eonteinptuous  language 
and  observations  resjiciting  the  House  of 
Assembly  and  tin  ^leInbers  thereof,  and 
bj-  the  issuing  out  of  cei;.,i!i  writs  at  the 
suit  of  one  Kdvviird  KiiUy  for  allegi'd  damages 
against  the  Speaker,  &c.,  has  been  guilty  of 
a  gross  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  Horse, 
and  the  said  H.  Hobinson  being  an  o  lieer 
of  H..M.  Council,  this  House  canii  t  proceed 
against  him  for  such  contempt. 

"  lltsolved.  That  the  said  Hryan  Robin- 
son be  not  admitted  as  the  bearer  of  any 
nussage  to  this  House  until  a  message  be 
dispatched  to  H.M.  Council  accjuainting  the 
Council  with  their  resolution." 

Two  days  later  the  House  of  Assembly 
came  to  their  senses  and  rescinded  the 
resolution  against  the  obnoxious  Master  in 
Chancery.  Of  all  their  al>sur(l  proceedings 
this  is  the  most  buinorous  of  all. 
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proprietors  and  printer  should  be  brought  to  the  Bar  for  publishing 
Jmlge.  Lilly's  jiulgincnt.  Th<sse,  howevei',  were  mild  outbi-eaks  of 
leirislative  insanit}'^  compared  with  their  last  act.  The  Speaker  issued 
liis  warrant  to  arrest  Dr.  Kielly,  who  had  been  dis^charged  from  ciist(Kly, 
also  to  arrest  the  High  Sheritt"  who  had  liberated  him  under  a  judge's 
ordei',  and,  lastly,  to  arrest  Judge  Lilly.  The  spectacle  was  seen  in  the 
town  of  Tonnny  Beck,  with  the  mace,  dragging  ahighly  respected  judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court  through  the  streets,  with  a  great  mob  hurrahing 
and  following  the  cortege.  After  being  taken  to  the  Speaker's  room, 
the  judge  was  confined  in  the  house  of  the  Serjeant-at  Aitus.  Governor 
Pi'escott  innnebately  prorogued  the  Legislature,  and  thus  promptly 
and  pi'operly  put  an  end  to  these  unilignified  proceedings.  In  the 
autumn  the  case  of  Kielly  v.  Carson  came  up  before  Chief  Justice 
Bourne,  in  the  Central  Circuit  Court,  for  adjudication.  The  decision  of 
the  court  was  reserved  for  the  opinion  of  the  three  judges  in  the 
Supreme  Court.  The  judges  diftei  ed ;  Assistant-Judge  Lilly  decided 
that  the  plea  of  justification,  on  the  ground  of  privilege,  had  not  been 
made  out,  and  that  the  plaintift"  should  have  judgment  on  the  demurrer; 
l^es  Burres,  A.J.,  and  Bourne,  C.J.,  gave  judgment  in  favour  of  the 
defendants.  This  judgment  was  appealed  against  to  the  Privy  Council, 
and  the  final  decision  was  proiiounced  as  follows,  on  the  11th  of  Januarj' 
1841 ,  by  Chief  Baron  Parke  :  — "  The  House  of  Assembly  of  Newfoundland 
"  is  a  Local  Legislatui'e  with  every  power  reasonably  necessary  for  the 
"  proper  exercise  of  tlieir  functions  and  duties  ;  but  they  have  not,  wdiat 
"  they  erroneously  f-upposed  themselxes  to  pc»ssess,  the  same  exclusive 
"  privileges  which  tlic  ancient  law  of  England  has  annexed  to  the 
"  House  of  Parliament."  Tiie  fantastic  tricks  of  our  legislators 
furnished  the  leading  case  on  the  (piestion  of  the  powers  of  colonial 
parliaments  :  Kielly  r.  Carson  established  the  law  on  the  subject  for  all 
time. 


One  word  more  and  we  have  finished  with  the  legislatures  of  188.'i 
and  1880  and  the  short  lived  parliament  of  1841.  The  tei'rible  election 
.;;ot  at  C'lrboneai',  in  the  autumn  nf  1840,  so  disgusted  tlie  British 
^Ministry  Avitli  Xewfoundland  atl'aiis,  that  (Jovernor  Prescott  wns  ordeivd 
to  dissolve  the  Legislature,  which  he  did  on  the  2(!th  April  18 11,' and  the 
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'  GovEUNOu  Tuescott's  Speech  in  Closiiif; 

the    HorHK    OF    As>>KMItI.V, 

2Gth  April  1841. 
"  ^^r.  President   i\iid    Hon.  Gentlenieu  of  the 
Council,   Mr.  Speaker,  and  Geutlenieu  of 
the  House  of  Assembly, 
"As  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons has  been  appointed  to  enquire  iut )  ti'io 


state  of  Newfoundland,  before  which  Com- 
mittee I  shall  have  to  appear,  I  will  on  the 
present  occasion  confine  myself  to  the  ex- 
pression of  my  regret  that  such  a  pro- 
ceeding' should  have  become  indispensably 
necessary  to  the  tranquillity  and  welfare  of  the 
Colony." 
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all  the  ways  to  Outer  Cove,  Middle  Cove,  and  all  the  other  coves 
Constitution  was  suspended  from  that  date  until  the  17th  January  1843. 
In  1842,  under  the  Conservative  ministry  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  a  new 
constitution  was  given  to  tlie  Colony — the  Amalgamated  Legislature. 
The  membei-s  of  the  Legislative  Council  J>at  with  the  fifteen  elected 
members  ;  the  Acts  were  worded,  "  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the 
Governor,  Council,  and  Assembly  in  General  Assembly  convened."  It 
was  one  of  the  queerest  forms  of  a  statutable  parliament  ever  invented ; 
there  was  an  executive  council,  but  it  did  not  contain  a  single  one  of  the 
popularly  elected  members.  As  usual,  the  whole  patronage  of  the 
Government  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive. 

In  the    summer  of  1841    Captain   Henry  Prescott,  C.B.,   ceased   to 

govern  us.  He  is  universally 
acknowledged  to  have  been  a 
uolished  gentleman,  his  speeches 
are  able  and  above  all  concise,  but; 
the  last  of  the  naval  adminis- 
trators, with  all  his  good  qualities, 
was  neither  a  strong  Governor 
nor  a  good  diplomatist  ;  the  whole 
period  of  his  rule  was  troubled 
with  political  squabbles  and  sectarian 
animosities.  He  disliked  Boulton, 
but  appears  to  have  been  either 
unable  or  unwilling  to  control  him. 
The  dawn  of  a  brighter  day,  how- 
ever, was  already  bieaking ;  our 
old  friend  Byrne,  most  able  and 
practical  of  road  surve3'ors,  was 
laying  out  the  groat  roads  to  Placentia,  the  road  around  Con- 
ception Bay  and  the  Bay  Bulls  line.  Mr.  James  Douglas  and 
Mr.  O'Brien  —  named  the  "Colossus  of  roads"  —  were  busy  getting 
all   the  ways   to  Outer   Cove,  Middle   Cove,  and   all   the  other  coves 


8IK  11.  rllliSCdlT.' 

From  an  old  photoonijih. 


1  Admiral  Sir  11.  Vrescott.  G.C.B.  [178;?- 
1874],  w«B  the  onlj'  surviving  son  of  .Xdniinil 
Isaac  Treseott  (who  wus  on  the  Xewt'ound- 
land  station  in  17HI)  and  was  horn  at  Kew 
Green,  Surrey.  He  entered  tlie  navj-  at  the 
usual  afie;  was  enjragi'd  in  action  with  four 
ships  that  escaped  from  Trafaljjar;  was 
employed  off  Sardinia  from  IHUS  to  1810, 
and  took  part  in  the  defence  of  Sicily,  lie 
■was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Captain,  after 
distinguisiiing  himself  in   the   ihstrncti(m  of 


several  vessels  at  Amatia ;  was  Governor  of 
Newfoundland  from  1831  to  1344;  was  a 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  during  the  later  half 
of  1H47  and  was  Admiral  Superintendent  of 
Portsmouth  Dockyard  from  December  1847 
to  the  end  of  1852.  In  1862  he  hecame 
Admiral  of  the  Blue  and  was  a  magistrate  for 
Surrey.  He  was  created  a  G.C.H.  in  18(19. 
{Men  of  the  licign,  188.5.)  Further  full 
detai's  of  Sir  H.  Prescott's  early  life  will  be 
found  inO'Bryne's  Naval  Biography. 
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about  the  capital  improved.  Sir  Bryan,  then  Mr.  P'^bir-son,  was  also 
wliat  my  friend  Justice  Harney  would  call  an  enthusiastic  "  projector 
of  viaducts." 


'  '4 


The  ai'rival  of  Sir  John  Harvey,  on  the  IGth  of  September  IS+l, 
marks  an  important  point  in  our  history  :  for  the  tii'st  time  the  control 
and  management  of  the  Colony  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  two  able 
politicians,  two  statesmen  of  consummate  tact  and  ability.  Sir  John 
and  his  colleague,  the  Hon.  Jas.  Crowdy,  for  fourteen  years  the  Colonial 
Secretary.  Crowdy  had  been  for  many  years  endeavouring  to  smooth 
over  difficulties  and  to  make  peace,  but  Boultun  was  too  overbearing, 
and  the  House  too  ex- 
treme. From  this  time 
forward  the  political 
wheel  ran  smoother. 

Sir  John  had  one 
rather  awkward  habit, 
he  always  wrote  his 
speeches,  and,  though 
excellent,  they  were 
uncommonly  long.  He 
had  been  known  in  the 
Army  as  "  the  handsome 
Colonel  Harvey  "  ;  his 
manners  were  the  perfec- 
tion of  courtesy,  nothing 
disturbed  him.  In  those 
days  Cassidy  the  tailor 
was  a  great  sporting 
man,  and  prided  himself 
on  his  knowledge  of 
farming  in  general.  At 
the  great  agricultural 
meeting  at  Mount  Pearl, 

when  His  Excellency  made  the  speech  memoralile  in  every  history  of 
the  Colony,  the  irate  tailor  came  in  to  complain  of  Murray,  another 
sporting  tailor,  who  insisted  on  judging  a  ploughing  n)atch.  Cassidy, 
\ery  excited  and  inebriated,  strode  up  to  the  head  of  the  tjible  where 
His  Excellency  was  being  entertained  by  the  magnates  of  the  land  ; 
"  Your  Excellency,"  says  he,  "  is  a  shoemaker  to  be  a  judge  of  a  tailor's 
"  work,  your  Excellency,  or  a  tailor  to  be  a  judge  of  a  shoemaker's  work, 
"  your  Excellency  ? "     With  a  bland  bow.  "  Mr.  Secretary  Templeman," 

/    p.  2729.  F   F 
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said  Sir  John,  turning  to  tliat  fat  official,  "be  good  enough,  sir,  to  take 
"  a  note  of  tliese  most  >  aluable  siJ<.'ge.stions  of  Mi-.  Ca^^sidy." 

The  Amnlganiated  House  was  a  makeshift  a.ssembly,  b'lt  un<ler  the 
presidency  of  its  admiraljle  speaker,  Mr.  Crowdy,  it  worked  better  than 
the  former  ariangenient ;  there  was  fioi'ce  debate,  scurrility,  and 
vituperation,  but  at  any  rate  ttie  Att?  wei'c  jiassed,  and  the  public 
service  was  not  embarrassed.  In  the  first  session  Mr.  Richard  Barnes 
introduced  and  passed  a  \'aluable  Education  Act,  and  lai'ge  grants  were 
made  each  year  for  roads.  All  the  countiy  was  pi'osperous — the  seal 
fisliery  had  immensely  increased ;  exports  of 
all  kinds  were  very  lai'ge  ;  in  1840  over  nine 
hundred  thousand  quintals  of  lish  and  over 
six  hundred  thousand  seals  rewaided  the 
laboui's  of  our  hardy  fishermen  ;  taxati(m  was 
very  light,  the  revenue  for  1840  being  only 
£43,8(53,  and  tl;e  vhole  il  expenditure 
£39,347—  -dear,  deligiitful  days  of  Arcadian 
simplicity  !  when  avc  had  no  debt,,  and  port 
wine  was  a  shilling  a  hoitiv, ' 

The  Governments  of  Captain  Prescott  and 
Sir  John  Harvey  mark  the  parting  of  the 
ways,  the  interregnum  between  the  last  days 
of  the  cook-room  ^  and  the  fisiiing  ships  and 
the  nesv  departure. 

The  wonderful  growth  of  the  spring  seal  fishery  just  about  this 
period  completely  changed  the  social  habits  of  the  people ;  the  work 
required  for  fitting  out  the  vessels,  building  punts,  repairing  and  strength- 
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'  On  every  large  mercantile  establishnu'iit 
the  Cduk-rooni  was  a  necessary  institution. 
All  the  jilauters  and  servants  were  boar4le(l 
and  lodged  on  the  ))renuses  during  their  stay 
in  the  (apital  ;  the  men  slept  in  buuks  ranged 
round  the  cook-room  like  the  berths  in  a 
shil) ;  generally  an  ancient  retainer  of  the 
ho  ISC,  with  an  assistant,  often  a  nuui  and  iiis 
wife.  ( ( <iked  for  all. 

1  luive  heanl  an  old  Newfoundland 
nierchant  describe  his  experiences.  When 
he  can.e  out,  as  a  young  man,  to  the  Colony 
in  IHlS,  he  became  great  friends  with 
Mrs.  Dollard,  the  presiding  genius  of  the  cook- 
room  (in  .lohn  Hill  &  C.'o.'s  preniisi's  ;  as  the 
sniiilK'st  clerk  in  tlu'  sliop  he  had  the  j)rivileg(^ 
of  getting  the  eiuls  of  li.^ting  ofl' the  West  of 
Engliiiid  cloth,  which  were  used  to  nuike 
moccasins  ;  he  generally  bartered  liis  listing 
with  Mrs.  Dollard  for  sweets — bidl's-eyes. 

A  great  institution  on  the  merchant's 
prenii.-i'S,  always  called  in  the  vernacidar 
"  The   l{oom,"   was    the    periodical   serving 


out  of  grog;  morning,  eleven  o'clock,  noon, 
and  in  the  afternoon,  all  employed  in  the 
room  had  a  glass  of  rum  ;  on  the  .Jersey 
and  on  Newman's  place  tliis  continvied  up 
to  my  own  time.  Various  attempts  were  made 
by  reformers  to  alter  this  practice.  A  most 
worthy  Scotclnnan — .Mr.  .lohnson,  fan\i!iarly 
known  as  Wullie  .lohnson  (nuinaging  jiartner 
of  the  old  firm  of  Haine  johnsou) — tried  to 
improve  it  by  watering  the  grog;  he  went 
on  diluting  it  until  he  raisi'<l  a  rebellion. 
Mr.  Robert  Jo'x  was  the  first  man  to  make  a 
firm  stand  against  the  |)racticc ;  he  was 
execrated  at  the  tinu',  hut  he  stood  steadfast, 
and  lived  to  see  his  example  followed  by  all  his 
brother  merchants.  Mr.  .1(d)  and  his  brother, 
Mr.  Thomas  .Job,  were  zealous  promoters  of 
all  civic  improvements.  Mr.  Robert  Job 
was  largely  instruinental  in  getting  the  Long 
Hridge,  known  as  .I(d)'s  Hridge,  built ;  he  in- 
troduced gas,  and  helped  greatly  to  form  the 
iirst  Water  Company. 
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oning  the  soaling  schooners,  kept  masters  and  crews  at  work  all  through 
the  winter;  what  had  formerly  been  a  carnival  of  drinking  and  dancing 
now  became  a  season   of  hard,  laliorious   toil.'     The  seal  fishery,  besides 


Ml!.  T.  jon. 
Jiy  iSaxony,  Scarborough. 


Mil.   J.  MI.N.N. 
liy  Negretti  &•  Ziimhrn. 
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By  Silvy,  ISiiyswater. 


altering  social  customs,  largely  increased  the  importance  of  the  out-ports  ; 
the  statistics  of  the  early  part  of  the  centui'}'  show  lis  that  there  was  a 
considerable  foreign  ti'ade  in  the  Island  outside  of  St.  John's.  Many 
resident  merchants  carried  on  a  large  business  in  such  places  as  Trinity, 
Greenspond,  Twillingate,  Fogo,  Bonavista,  King's  Cove,  Harbour  Tface, 
Carbonear,  Brigus,-  Port  de  Grave,  &c.  Some  of  these  men  were 
Catholic  Liberals  ;  injured  by  politics,  many  of  tliem  later  on  left  the 
Colon}'-,  others  were  ruined.  The  effect  of  the  seal  fishery  was  to  ad<l 
nuiterially  to  the  wealth  of  the  various  settlements  where  it  Wcas 
carried  on.  First  of  all  there  was  the  building  of  the  ships,  as  prior  to 
alx)ut  the  Forties,  when  the  Conception  Bay  merchants  began  buying  the 
slop-built  vessels  from  the  Provinces,  nearly  every  vessel  in  the  seal 
fishery  was  native  built ;  the  crews  belonged  to  the  place ;  in  many 
cases  the  seals  also  were  manufactured  into  oil  in  the  same  harbour — 
Twillingate,  Fogo,  Gi-eenspond,  Trinity,  besides  tlie  Conception  Bay 
ports,  had  vats.      All  this,  as  my  readers  can  readily  understand,  brought 


'  From  Mr.  Daniel  Ityan,  of  Kiiijj's  Cove, 
nnd  from  other  sources  of  information,  it 
appears  that  sharemen  were  ulv/ays  clear  <)f 
service  by  20th  September  j  after  that  there 
was  (lancino;,  drinking,  and  cHrd-playing  every 
niffht,  from  house  to  house  in  the  out-ports, 
often  ending  in  a  fight;  when  the  Hibernian 
element  was  present,  generally  a  faction  fight. 
On  the  first  of  May  all  hands  set  to  work 
again.  A  large  number  of  English  and  Irish 
■went  home  every  autumn,  and  returned  in 
the  spring;  Jersey  men  always  left.  From 
about  1820  the  spring  seal  fishery  changed 
all  this.  There  was  always,  however,  a 
carnival  of  dancing,  mumming,  and,  of  course, 
drinking,  from  Christmas  to  Twelfth  day. 

^  Hrigus  in  the  Forties,  as  we  can  see 
from  the  returns,  was  the  head-quarters  of  a 


great  seal  fishery.  In  IH-I-I-  Mr.'  and  Mrs. 
Gilbert  Harrison  (brother  of  Mrs.  T.  Ridley) 
were  making  a  tour  of  the  bay,  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Addison,  chaplain  to  Hishop  Spencer. 
They  were  people  of  great  refinement  and 
culture.  Mr.  Hrown  tells  the  story  how  he 
took  them  over  to  see  old  iJilly  Rabbits  ;  of 
course  the  "broke"  sugar  and  the  ho':  water 
and  spirits  were  immediately  produced,  and  a 
toast  had  to  be  proposed.  "  Bloody  deeks  to 
en,"  said  Billy,  as  he  raised  his  glass.  Ad- 
dison was  horrified.  "  Keally,  my  dear  sir,  as 
a  minister  of  religion,  I  could  not  drink  to 
such  a  sanguinary  wish  as  that."  .Mr.  Brown 
Imd  to  explain  it  was  a  customary  toast  of 
success  to  the  seal  fishery,  and  homicide  was 
not  intended. 
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stron/^'tli  and  woaltli  to  th"  out-harbonrs,  nn<l  iio'ivislu'fl  tlio  f^vowth  of  n, 
groat  inidJlo  class  -  the  tradors  and  sealiiiij;  !-:kii)p('rs  ;  the  t\vo(ic'CUi>ationH 
wore  often  conihini'd.  Enormous  anionnts  of  money  were  made  in  those 
daj's.  Steam  completely  changed  the  whole  aspect  of  affairs.  The  men 
now  get  much  smaller  shares  ;  the  big  bills  of  the  Forties  and  the 
Fifties  are  no  longer  earned  ;  a  man's  share  to-ilay  hardly  ever  go(»s  over 
£8  or  £10,  and  the  great  army  of  sealing  skippers  and  great  planters, 
wlierc  are  they  i  Tluiir  descendants,  the  Ashes,  Dawes,  Delaneys, 
Blandfords,  Kane<»,  Knees,  Jackmans,  Bartletta,  and  others,  are  still  the 
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most  skilful  ice  masters,  and  their  crews  of  Newfoundlanders  the  beat 
sealers  in  tlie  world.  Dundee  lias  splendid  sealing  steamers,  but  her  men 
can  never  have  the  same  aptitude  as  ours  for  this  pei'ilous  pursuit. 
The  following  anecdote  of  the  late  Mr.  vSniith  Mackay's,  apropos  of 
copying  (jumping  from  pan  to  pan  of  ice),  shows  how  much  at  home  the 
Newfoundlander  feels  on  the  ice  floe  : — 

"  There  was  a  Canadian  on  board  one  of  our  sealors  who  was  very  smart  at 
going  on  the  ice;  there  were  also  sonic  boys  on  half  their  hand;  a  great  rivalry 
existed  betweon  them.  One  day  the  maBtoi-  called  out  that  there  were  seals  on  the 
starboard  bow  ;  over  the  side  went  the  Canadian,  followed  by  the  boys  ;  there  was  a 
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channel  just  cnu^ht  over,  wliich  tho  Caiindinn  did  not  soo,  and  down  lie  went  ;  aH 
lie  riisc  the  Ixiyw,  seven  in  niinilier.  i-iinie  to  tin-  ed^^c,  luid  suecesHf'ullv  copird  dvur 
tlio  ("luiadiun's  head  and  nhouldurs.  Well  might  u  Diindeo  cuptiiii;  excluiin 
'barharous!  '  when  ho  hoiird  the  story." 
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When  Mr.  Walter  (hieve  sent  the  tirst  sealing  steamer  to  the  ice  it  was 
a  poor  day  for  Newfoundland.  The  only  consolation  we  can  lay  to  our 
hearts  is  that  .steam  was  inevitable  ;  it  was  sure  to  come,  sooner  or  later, 
the  pity  of  it  is  that  it  did  not  come  later.  Polities  and  steant  have  done 
more  than  any  other  cause  to  ruin  the  middle  class,  the  well-to-do  dealers 
that  once  abounded  in  tlie  out-ports.  Contrast  the  statisties  of  184S 
with  1878.     It  was  as  bad  for  the  merchants  as  for  the  men. 

Another  aspect  of  our  trade,  which  is  almost  forgotten  by  the 
present  generation,  was  the  great  influx  of  Spanish  vessels  between 
1840  and  18G0  ;  the  direct  cause  was  the  Spanish  duty  kno'<";"  'n  the 
Peninsula  as  "el  derecho  de  la  hand  era  " — the  deferential  dutj  '.'\  .avour 
of  the  Spanish  flag,  amounting  to  over  a  dollar  a  quintal.  For  several 
years  tliere  were  often  sixty  and  severity  Spanish  vessels  loading  fish  in 
this  port,  and  a  large  number  in  Harbour  Grace.  C.  F.  Bennett  &  Co. 
had  thirty-two  in  one  year.  The  most  numerous  at  tirst  were  our  old 
acquaintances  the  Bi.scayans :  their  ships,  however,  compared  with  the 
Spaniai'ds'  from  the  Mediterranean,  were  small  and  poorly  e(|uipped, 
a  great  many  of  them  simply  luggers  of  sixty  and  seventy  tons 
Barcelona,  Malaga,  and  Valencia  vei^sels  were  splendid  craft ;  many  of 
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them  were  slnvera ;  you  could  see  the  rin^-lK)lts  in  tlie  hold  to  which  the 
poor  AtVicHUs  were  chained.  Mr.  Henry  Lo  MtwHurier  iiiformfl  nic  that 
oue  beautiful  vessel  of  this  class  upset,  and  in  getting  her  up  a  nund)er 
of  secret  places  were  found  in  her  hold.  Tlio  captaiuM  of  these  ships 
nearly  always  brought  gold  Spanish  onzjvs  and  Mexican  dollars  to  pay 
for  their  cargo»!S,  and  Mr.  Le  Messuiier  speaks  with  gusto  of  the  cart- 
loads of  Spanish  bullion  sei»t  up  to  the  bank.  Whilst  it  lasted  it  must 
have  been  a  large  souice  of  profit  to  the  trade.  For  nuiny  years  these 
Spanish  vessels  earned  away  between  one  hunilred  and  sixty  and  one 
hundred  and  seventy  thousand  quintals  of  tish.'  The  alteration  of  the 
tariff— doing  away  with  the  preference  given  to  Spaniaids — ended  this 
trade.- 

Under  both  Captain  Prescott  and  Sir  John  Harvey  there  was  great 
activity  both  in  agriculture  and  road  making.'  In  iHliH  the  first 
geological  survey  was  commenced  under  the  distinguished  J.  Beete 
Jukes,  who  arrived   in  St.   John's  in   Mr.  John  Stuart's  clipper  brig 


•  In  1850  there  were  seventy  Spanish  and 
I'ortnguese  vensi'ls  in  St.  .lohn's  alone,  iijjffre- 
patinj;  8,673  tons;  niivijriitcd  by  678  men, 
tiiey  l(m(le<l  154,415  iitis,  of  c<)(l-}i.«li  und  .•178 
tons  of  oil.  In  the  .same  year  Anierican 
vessels  loaded  16,.'iS2  (jtls.  of  fish  ;  li  (ierman 
and  I)ar>i>1i  vessel  took  UUO  tons  of  oil  and 
6,4:U)  seal  skins. 

The  trade  with  Ilamhnrf;  in  oil  con- 
tinued for  many  years  ;  Munn^  sent  as  miieh 
as  ."iDO  tons  of  pale  Mai  oil  in  a  year  to 
Hamburg,  the  grealcM  taetory  of  adnlteiatid 
jfocds  in  the  world,  there  to  be  converted  by 
(ierman  science  and  dexterity  into  the  finest 
quality  of"  Pure  Cod-liirr  Oil." 

-    P'JRTVOIIF.SK    FlSlllNO    COMI'ANV. 

"  In  ISl.'i,  a  I'ortufjue.se  company  was 
formed  in  Lisbon,  under  the  title  of  the 
Companiil  I'iscarias,  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  Hank  fishery  ;  they  r^ent  to  lvn<iland  and 
purchased  .seven  Knjilish  schooners,  of  about 
1(10  tons  each,  and  shijipcd  in  Devonshire,  at 
hi"h  wages,  men  who  bad  been  accustomed 
to  the  Hank  fishery.  After  being  titled  out  at 
u  large  expense  with  nil  the  luxuries  they 
thouglit  Knglislimen  were  fond  of,  such  as 
cheese,  braiuly,  porter,  &c.  (iiiul  tine  feasting 
thtse  old  Hankers  liad),  the  ve.ssels  proceeded 
to  Lisbon,  and  on  arrival  there,  an  e.jual 
inimber  of  Portuguese  were  put  on  board,  to 
je  instructed  in  the  method  of  fishing ;  then 
taking  in  sardines  for  bait,  they  proceeded  to 
the  Hanks,  and  when  they  hail  conii)leted 
their  first  trip,  they  returned  to  Fayal,  in  the 
Western  Islands,  where  they  landed  their  fish 
and  then  went  on  a  second  voyage,  on  the 
return  from  which  those  who  had  been  success- 
ful laniled  the  second  cargo,  and  proci'edcu  on 
their  third  voyage,  the  catch  of  which  they 


took  green  to  LiMlmn,  where  it  was  sold  in  the 
same  condition.  In  Fuyul  the  fish  wun  taken  in 
waggons  to  the  tops  of  the  mountaiux,  where 
flakes  had  been  previously  made,  covered 
with  hoards,  as  a  screen  to  protect  the  fish 
from  the  scorching  niys  of  the  sun,  and  it 
was  there  cured  by  the  winds  and  heats,  which 
in  those  climates  are  very  drying,  and  wlien 
cured  the  fish  was  thence  exported  to 
Portugal,  where  it  is  admitted  at  a  nominal 
duty.  At  the  end  of  the  season  the 
PInglishmen  so  employed  were  discharged 
and  sent  home,  the  Portuguese  having 
thus  obtained  from  them  all  the  informa- 
tion they  required  (they  now  fish  with 
bultows)  ;  the  Company,  however,  is  not  in 
a  flourisliing  state,  having  laboured  under 
many  disadvantages.  So  ignorant  were  many 
of  the  Directors,  at  the  time  the  Company  was 
formed,  that  at  one  of  their  meetings,  the  Vice- 
President  jiroposed  drying  the  fish  on  the 
Hanks  !  'I'heir  Government,  I  believe,  have 
iiuule  overtures  to  Great  llritain  to  take  off  a 
portion  of  the  heavy  duties  they  now  impose 
upon  our  fish,  ou  ccmditicm  of  having  granted 
a  portion  of  the  >iewfoundlaiid  coast,  for 
them  to  form  a  settlement  for  the  cure  of  fish  ; 
if  such  is  the  ease,  the  Portuguese  (ioveru- 
ment  not  having  the  means  of  granting 
bounties,  it  would  be  wise  policy  in  Great 
Hritain  to  accede  to  the  proposal,  as  the 
consumption  is  much  curtailed  by  the  high 
prices  the  consumers  have  to  pay,  the  duties 
being  in  many  instances  more  than  the  price 
we  obtain  for  the  fish  itself,  and  the  (|iiantity 
coiisiiined  would  increase  in  a  L'reater  ratio  than 
the  difference  of  quantity  the  Poituguese  would 
catch." — (VVAitUKN's  Lerluie,  pp.  17,  IS.) 

•'  In    two    years,    1H.37    and     \SW,    the 
Legislature  voted  §170,000  for  roads. 
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I)i(inii,  iii  compiiny  with  tlio  coU'hrattMi  Planta^^enet  ilarrison.  Two 
very  important  cltiineiits  in  i\w  (loirimeicial  WU-  of  tlie  Colc^ny — a  l>aiik  ' 
and  rt'j^u'ar  postal  coiniminication  with  Halifax —wore  estaliliHhotl 
•  luring  this  period.  'I'he  first  steanier  to 
visit  our  waterH  was  Ff.M.S.  Spit/ire,  a 
paddle  Hteainer,  in  IS40;  she  p»it  into 
St.  John's  witli  a  dctaehincnt  for  the 
Koyul  Newfo'.iiiillaud  Company.  J.  B. 
Jukes  returned  to  En<,'land  in  her.  In 
ls4>'2  the  .stt.'aniship  John  MiAdidu  ar- 
rived, and  several  pleaHure  trips  were 
niado  to  Trinity  and  Conception  Bay,  and 
duly  astonished  the  natives.  By  1H44 
Wi>  had  a  regular  paeket  stoaiui^r  plying 
between  St.  John's  and  Halifax,  Nova 
Scotia;  most  of  us  can  renitnnber  the  ex- 
citement caused  in  the  town  when  the 
ICorth  American,  with  her  hu^'e  walking 
ht'ani    and    a    fimire-head    of    an    Indian 

painted  white,  first  canip   into   Mr.  Matthew  Stewart's  wharf;  she   iiad 
made  a  wonderful  passa(,'(!  of  .sictij  huartt  from  Halifax,  and  her  captain, 


J.   U.   JIKKS. 

From  an  engravin/i. 


\\\i.   J.  W.   SMllll. 

Uy  S.  II.  I'ursiins. 


MH.   n.  IIIIIIWN. 

Hi/  S.  II.  I'arsiiH.t. 


Richard   Meagher,  was  duly  cnTi<j;ratu]ated  on  his  reinarkahle   voya<r(\ 
From  this  time   forward  the  sailin^r  packets  which  had  been  run  by 


'The  Urtiik  of  Hi-itish  Xorth  AiiicricM 
comint'iifcd  Imsiiu'ss  about  IH'JG.  .Mr. 
Aiidri'W  Milroy,  father  of  Lady  Tlioibiirii, 
WHS  tlie  firiit  iiiaimirnr.  For  many  vears  tiicy 
carriL'd  oo  bu.Hiiu'ss  in  Tobiii  s  Miiildiiiir, 
Water  Street,  below  Mr.  Stott's ;  for  some 
reason  the  Lefjisiatiir.'  relused  for  several 
•.ears  to  grant  tiie   liiiik  a  eliarter.     In  .\\)n 


rated,  tbe  eapital  was  X.V.'.OOi),  lialf  paid  np. 
'Ilie  follow'ii;,'  were  tlie  i.rineipal  share- 
lioiders  :  i'liarles  I''iix  lieiinetl,  William  Uiek- 
ford  How,  Lawrence  ()'l5rien,  Robert  I'rovise, 
(ieorije  II.  Diiiiscombe,  Kicliard  Harnes,  Jului 
Dillon,  .lohu  Kent,  ]ii;liard  O'Dwver.  .I(>lin 
1'.  MiiUowney,  Kobert  Roberts  Wakeham, 
Lawrence   .Maeeassey,  James    H.    Wood,  .lolui 


IS+i   the   Newloundlaiul  Bank  was  iucorpo-       tituart,    Edward     Kielley,    Thomas    Ridley, 
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Bland  &  Tnbin  wei'e  fUscardecl,  and  we  have  had  continuous  steam 
communication  ever  since.  The  service  for  many  years  was  carried  out 
by  Cunard  &  Co.,  in  conjunction  with  their  Liverpool  line,  and,  though 
seveial  vessels  were  lost,  it  was  maintained  very  efficiently  by  the  well- 
known  Captain  Corbin,  and  afterwards  by  the  dashing  Guildford,  two  as 
tine  seamen  as  ever  trod  a  deck. 

The  Amalgamated  House  ^  lasted  all  through  Sir  John  Harvey's 
administration  ;  it  worked  far  more  harmoniously  than  the  first  House  ; 
a  glance  at  its  composition  will   show  us  that  it  containeil  nearly  all 
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WAIUIOVIS.OHENTHAMCI.  OF  THE   HARBOUR  OF   SI   JCHN'3.  NEWFOUWDLAHD' 


.^mUmJul^fy  yrVto.  cfJUfOmnfUJIntHMt 


the  best  and  ablest  men  in  the  Colony.  In  the  memorable  year  of 
the  fire  (1846),  an  agitation  was  set  on  foot  to  o^^tain  responsible 
government,   it  was   not    entirely   successful,  but  in    1848,  when  the 


William  '.Valsli,  and  Charles  Loughlan.  The 
money  was  returned  to  the  shareholders. 
The  very  existence  of  the  new  concern 
probably  influi'nced  the  existing  bank,  and 
made  it  disconnt  with  more  liberality  and  less 
favouritism,  and  the  raisim  d\'lre  for  the 
■Newibundland  Hank  ceased.  .  .  .  Nearly 
the  same  proprieiors  founded,  in  1854,  the 
Union  Hank  of  Newfoimdlnnd ;  the  success 
of  this  institution  was  due,  in  the  first  place, 
to  the  able  management  of  Mr.  .T.  W.  Smith, 
luanager,  carried  out  afterwards  by  his  suc- 
cessor, Mr  Goldie.  The  Commercial  Hank 
was  established  in  1857  ;  the  first  manager 
was  Mr.  K.  Brown,  under  whoso  careful  ad- 


ministration the  bank  was  a  marked  sncoess- 
He  wi's  succeeded  by  Mr.  Henry  Cooke. 

'  The  last  session  of  the  Hou.se  of 
Assembly,  under  the  first  constitution,  vas 
closed  by  Governor  Prescott  on  the  26th 
April  1841,  His  Flxcellency  making  the 
shorttsst  speech  on  our  parliamentary  records, 
the  constitution  being  suspended  until  1842, 
when  an  election  was  held  on  the  20th  De- 
cember of  that  year.  Sir  .Tohn  Ha;  «e;' opened 
the  new  Legislature,  the  .*  sualganutted  House, 
on  the  14th  .lanuary  184a  with  the  longest 
speech  on  record. 

The  Ho\ise  consisted  of  the  10  following 
members  appointed  by  tht  Crown  : — Hon.  J, 
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world  was  agitated  with  revolution,  and  crowns  were  fjilling  in  a 
very  promiscuous  manner  all  over  Europe,  our  original  constitution 
of  Queen,  Lords  and  Commons,  was  restored  to  us.  I  should  have 
mentioned  that  Chief  Justice  Boulton  was  succeeded  in  1838  by 
John  Gervase  Hutchinson  Bourne ;  he  was  a  sclmlar,  a  Fellow  of 
Magdalen,  Oxford,  and  an  able  lawyer.  He  was,  however,  unfortu- 
nately cursed  with  a  violent  temper;  at  the  bar  lie  was  uniformly 
favourable  to  Mr.  George  Henry  Emerson  and  antagonistic  to  Mr. 
Robinson  (afterwards  Sir  Bryan). ^  Many  stories  are  told  of  Bourne's 
temper  ;  the  best  one  I  know  is  in  connexion  with  the  crier  of  the 
court,  Lambert.  The  old  man  was  helping  the  chief  with  his  gown,  the 
sleeve  was  inside  out,  and  Bourne  could  not  get  his  arm  through  ;  in  his 
wrath  he  swore, "  The  devil's  in  the  gown  "  ;  old  Lambert,  who  was  getting 
the  sleeve  right,  said,  quite  innocently,  "  Not  yet,  my  Lord,  not  \et."  Sir 
John  Harvey  dismissed  the  Chief  Justice  in  1844  ;  he  was  succeeded  by 
Thomas  Norton,  a  most  accomplished  Irish  gentleman,  who  had  been  sent 
out  as  assistant  judge  to  Demerara.-  Norton  was  the  first  Roman  Catholic 
Chief  Justice;  he  was  a  universal  favourite,  an  able,  impartial  judge,  a 
most  humorous  and  fascinating  companion  off  the  Bench;  he  only  re- 
mained in  Newfoundland  a  few  years ;  he  ]ove<l  gay  society,  and  had 
most  influential  friends  to  promote  his  advancement. 


During  the  Governorship  of  Sir  John  Harvey,  St.  John's  was 
devastated  by  the  "  Great  Fire  "' ;  what  the  Hejira  is  to  the  Mussulman, 
the  9th  of  June  1840  was  to  Newfoundlanders,  a  date  constantly 
referi'ed  to.  The  previous  year,  1845,  had  been  remarkable  for  the 
disastious  fire  at  Quebec,  and  a  month  lattr  the  terrible  conflagration  at 
St.  John,  New  Brunswick.     St.  Johns,  to  its  honour,  had  contributed 
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SiiDins,  Attorney-General ;  Hon.  Ja».  Crowdy, 
Colouiiil  Secretary  ;  Honbles.  .Inc.  Duiih- 
odiiibe,  Wni.  Thomtii',  P.  Morris,  Coloiiiul 
Treasurer,  W.  H.  Kow,  Jas.  'I'oliiu,  Jo.  Noad, 
Siirveyor-Genernl,  C.  F.  Ueupett,  Jiio.  Ktnt. 
Tlie  15  mtmbers  elected  were  :  — 

For  St.  John's  :   Dr.  Carson,  L.  O'Brien, 
J.  V.  Nugent. 

Conception    Hay  :    Thos.    Ridley,   John 
Muun,  J,  L.  Prendergiist,  E.  Hunrahun. 

Trinity  :  ]{ichurd  Barnes. 

Bonavista  :   Uobt.  Carter. 

Ferrylaud ;  T.  Glen. 

riacentia  :  Jno.  DiHon,  Simon  Morris. 

Fortune  Bay  .  B.  Kobiuson. 

Fogo ;  J.  Slade. 

In  1846  there  were  three  sessions,  and 
members  and  officers  got  three  sessions'  pay  ; 
H.  \V.  Hoyles,  Solicitor  to  the  Uou»e.  In 
June  1846,  owing  to  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Speaker  Crowdy,  Mr.  Kent  was  appointed 


Speaker.  The  House  sat  in  the  Eastern 
Chamber  of  the  Orphan  Asylum  School 
House. 

'  Chief  Justice  Bourne  was  terribly 
antagonistic  to  Mr.  liobinson,  who  petitioned 
the  Imperial  Government  against  him.  Thu 
Chief  Justice  then  made  charges  against  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  Mr.  Crowdy,  and  Sir  John 
Harvey  ;  his  complaints  were  shown  to  bo 
unfounded,  and  he  was  quietly  removed.  He 
was  a  man  of  ability  and  learning-,  but  his 
uugovirnable  temper  utterly  unfitted  him  for 
a  position  requiring  calmness  and  cool 
judgment. 

'  (Miief  Justice  Norton  was  an  intimate 
convivial  friend  of  Sir  Alexander  Cockburii. 
O.ie  day  on  circuit  Cockburn  sent  him  a  note, 
"  Master  in  Lunacy  dead ;  will  this  suit  your 
book, Tom  V  Norton  answered  at  once, "  Your 
servant  Tom  will  accept  this  crumb  that  falls 
from  your  Lordship's  table." 
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liberally  to  the  sutterers  by  both  calainitieH.  Our  fire  was  the  most 
disastrous  of  all  ;  it  began  in  Hainlin  the  cabinet  makerV  shop,  about 
8  a.ni.,  ami  by  niglitfall  it  had  destroyed  the  city  ;  the  suburbs,  then 
very  unimportant,  were  left ;  by  sundown  nothin^^  but  a  forest  of 
chimneys  renuiineii  to  mark  the  site  of  our  flourishing  town.  The 
citizens  and  the  tire  brigade  worked  manfully  ;  Sir  John,  Major  Robe, 
Colonel  Law,  and  the  military  were  tintiring  in  their  exertions ; 
His  Excellency  was  everywhere.  An  attempt  was  made  at  Messi-s. 
E.  &  N.  Stabb's,  now  Blair's  premises,  to  blow  up  the  corner  building, 
and  tlms  make  a  break.  One  artilleryman  and  two  citizens  were  killed  ; 
many  had  narrow  escapes.  By  mid-day  the  heat  of  the  tire  becan"^  so 
intense  that  no  one  could  do  anything.  The  conflagration  readied  e  y- 
where ;  the  beautiful  new  convent  at  the  head  of  Long's  Hill,  far  away 
from  the  flames,  was  destroyed  by  sparks  carried  by  the  high  wind  ; 
when  the  huge  wooden  building,  St.  John's  Church,  oauyht,  tiie  heat 
to  leeward  became  overpowering.  With  the  binning  of  the  many 
sulistaiitial  wooden  buildings  and  seal  vats  on  Water  Street,  and  with 
several  ships  on  fire  in  the  harbour,  it  seems  now  ahnost  miraculous  that 
the  south  side  escaped.  Out  of  .sixty  large  mercantile  warehouses, 
Newman's  old  premises  at  River  alone  remained.^ 


'  A  plan  of  the  town,  shnwiiig  the  extent 
of  this  fire,  will  be  found  iit  p.  5'2'2. 

(^Newfoundlander,  June  18,  184(5.) 

"  The  fire  broke  out  iit  H.lto  a.m.  on 
Tuesday,  Dth  June  IS4G,  in  the  sluip  of 
Iliinilin  the  cabinet  maker,  in  tieorfje  Street, 
off  (^ueen  Street,  and  wiis  eaused  l)_v  the 
overboilln;;  of  ii  jjlue-pot.  The  fire  immediately 
eonuiniiiieated  to  Queen  I^treet,  and  in  a  short 
time  th<.  whole  colleotioii  of  stone  and  wooden 
houses  in  tlie  loeality  were  on  fire.  It  was 
hoped  that  a  stand  niii^ht  be  niaile  at  tlie 
eoriier  of  (iueen  Street  and  Water  Streit, 
but  the  tire  spread  on,  consuminir  Mi'ssrs. 
l\o^erson's,  IStewart's,  and  t'.  F.  liennett's 
l>reniises  ;  it  was  st>pped  by  an  heroic  effort 
ai  Newman's  premises,  l{iver  Head.  The 
wind  be;ran  to  blow  from  the  westward.  T'lc 
terrified  cry  now  arose  that  liennett's  ami 
Stewart's  oil  vats  were  on  fire  ;  at  that  sound 
dt'spair  seized  on  every  miiul  ami  paralysed 
I'very  nerve;  it  was  then  seen  that  tlie  total 
annihilation  of  the  town  vi.s  inevitable,  ami 
the  scene  of  eonsternation  that  arose  defiis 
description.  Sir  John  Harvey  (udered  Mr. 
Stabb's  house  (()'|)wvcr's  corner)  to  be  blown 
up.  The  break,  however,  was  not  of  s.itlicieiit 
extent,  and  the  wind,  which  was  stroiifj  at  fir.^t, 
sei'Uied  to  act  here  with  redoubled  vi(dence, 
hurryiufr  oil  the  fiaines  with  fearful  ra|ii(lily 
1(1  the  back  of  Stone  Iluililiii^rs,  commencing 
with  Mr.  I'ierce  (irace's  house,  and  ending 
with  ^lessrs.  Meliridu   and    Kerr's,  and   the 


entire  range  of  wooden  dwellings  ut  the 
opposite  side.  The  next  suites  of  buildings  ut 
both  sides  were  soon  enveloped,  and  the  tire, 
now  rendered  all  powerful  by  the  immense 
(piantities  of  oil  and  combustible  inaterialis  of 
every  description  which  it  had  consumed,  and 
with  which  it  hud  been  fed,  hastened  on  tlio 
work  of  destruction  with  inconceivable 
rapidity,  la>ing  waste  eonipletely  every 
erection  at  both  sides,  stone  and  wood  without 
distinction,  as  far  as  the  break  at  Messrs. 
Douglas  &  Co's.  The  Custom  House  next 
took  fire,  and  lured  the  flanios  forward  to 
Messrs.  (Jill's  jiremises  ;  hence  they  extended 
rapidly  along,  consuming  everything  inter- 
meiliate  to  ll'c  premises  of  Messrs.  Uobinsori, 
Hrooking  &  tNi.  These  fine  buildings  were 
soon  involved,  and  the  r.ivages  continued  with 
unabated  violence  even  to  the  premises  of 
Messrs.  I'arker  and  Gleeson,  al  the  extreme 
end  of  Miigotty  t'ove,  after  the  consumption 
of  which,  it  might  with  truth  he  said,  ihe  fire 
died  out  from  the  utterness  of  exhaustion, 
having  left  nothing  to  sustain  it,  and  having 
laid  the  entire  way  for  more  than  a  mile  in 
extent  a  barren  waste,  its  two  principal  street.". 
Tlie  loss  of  life,  if  the  extent  of  the  havoc 
be  remembered,  is  iuconsiderabK-  ;  we  believe 
there  were  but  three— one  arlilleryman  and 
two  civilians — w  lio  met  death  on  this  occasion. 
The  public  huiluiiigs  consumed  were,  besides 
the  Custom  House  above  mentioned,  the 
beautiful  convent  of  the  Presentation  Nuns, 
and  scho(>lroom  opposite,  St.  John's  Church, 
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Not  one  of  us  who  witnessed  the  terrors  of  that  awful  fire  will  ever 
forget  the  9th  of  June  184().  The  weather  wis  fortunately  warm, 
otherwise  the  misery  of  the  p;  or  families  who  weio  huddled  together  on 
tlie  Barrens  for  the  first  night  or  two  would   have  been  still  greater ; 
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with  military  promptness,  tents  were  jirovided  for  their  shelter,  and  iu 
the  course  of  a  very  short  time  long  lines  of  wo(  den  slioda  were  erected, 
called  "  the  camps."     The  leading  men  in  St.  Julm's  .showed  great  spirit 


\\f 


the  Court  Housi-  and  jail,  the  theatre,  the 
Coinniercial  Ikiildings,  the  Bank  of  British 
North  Ainericu,  tlie  CoU)nial  Treasurer's 
Office,  and  Savings  Hank.  Tiie  public 
moneys  fortunately  were  all  saved  and 
d'positel  in  Government  House.  The 
Konian  Catholic  Chapel,  the  Orphan  Asylum 
School,  the  Native  Kali,  and  the  Factory  wore 
immediately  thrown  open  for  the  shelter  of 
t)'.e  many  liouseless  and  desiitufe  of  our 
fellow  creatures,  who  had  hecn  in  the  short 
space  of  a  few  hours  deprived  of  their  homes 
and  means  of  subsistence. 

"  We  cannot  Hjieuk  in  too  high  terms  of 
praise  of  the  comUiet  of  His  Kxcellency  Sir 
John  Harvey  in  these  meliincholy  circum- 
stances.    He  was   to  be  seen  during  the  day 


in  the  midst  of  the  sc"n<'  of  liorror,  aiding  the 
people  by  the  suirgestions  of  a  superior 
judgment  and  experience,  counselling  against 
the  commissicn  of  irretrievable  errors,  and 
evincing  all  that  sympathy  for  tju-  afflicted 
which  is  so  strikingly  characteristic  of  bis 
huMi.ine  and  tender  heart.  To  Lieut.-Col. 
Law  and  M.  A.  Kobe  and  every  officer  of 
tlie  garrison  we  feel  an  expression  of  public 
tbankt'uhu'ss  is  a  just  debt.  Their  actions 
were  judiciously  directed,  and  most  energetic- 
ally continued,  and  tlie  troops  under  their  cc^m- 
mand  have  ably  s'.istained  llie  high  character 
they  bad  achieved  on  many  and  similar 
occasions  of  public  distress. 

"  The  fire  destroyed  the  premise.^  of  Messi  s. 
Hounsell,   Schenk   it    Houusell,   !:»tubb  Kow, 
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and  alacrity  in  taking  measures  to  relieve  the  diatreseed,  and'  to  re- 
construct the  town.  The  veiy  next  morning  some  of  the  citizens  were 
at  work  excavating  amongst  the  ruins  o£  their  dwellings,  and  preparing 
to  erect  temporary  sheds ;  thousands  were  ruined,  but  everywhere  there 
was  a  hopeful,  determined  spirit  that  St.  John's  should  rise  again.  Sir 
John  and  his  advisers  acted  with  great  promptitude  and  good  judgment ; 
an  admirable  relief  committee  was  appointed  ;  property  was  carefully 
guarded  by  the  military.  On  the  very  next  day  His  Excellency 
adopted  measures  to  meet  the  pressing  emergency  of  the  situation. 
Pedley  pays : — 

"  Ho  issued  a  proclamation  convening  the  local  legislature  to  meet  in  six  days. 
-Ho  laid  an  embargo  for  a  limited  period  on  the  exportation  of  provisions.  He 
addressed  a  circular  letter  to  the  Governor-general  and  the  lieutenant-governors 
of  all  the  British  American  colonies,  and  the  British  consuls  at  Boston  and  New 
York,  making  known  the  deplorable  disaster  and  the  immediate  wants  arising 
fVom  it.  He  authorised  the  chartering  of  two  vessels,  one  to  Halifax  and  one  to 
Now  York,  for  provisions.  Lastly,  he  called  a  meeting,  held  on  the  l<Jth,  at  which 
ho  presided,  of  all  the  heads  of  the  mercantile  establishments,  as  well  as  of  the 
jjrincipal  inhabitants,  the  clergy,  judges,  and  officers  of  the  Government.  One  of 
the  resolutions  passed  at  the  public  meeting  deserves  to  be  recorded,  as  evincing 
the  strong  brave  heart  of  the  citizens  amidst  the  still  smouldering  embers  of  the  fell 
ruin  which  had  suddenly  come  upon  them  : — 

"  '  Besolved  :  That  this  meeting  is  aware  that  the  well-established  credit  and 
stability  of  the  trade  of  St.  John's,  coupled  with  the  natural  and  inexhaustible 
resources  of  its  fisheries,  will  speedily  enable  it  to  recover  its  usual  current,  but 
that  in  the  meantime  it  is  necessary  that  publicity  should  be  given  to  the  demand 
for  ju'ovisions  and  building  materials  which  at  present  exists  in  this  market.' 

"Great  sympathy  was  displayed,  accompanied  by  a  bounteous  liberality, 
towards  the  inhabitants  of  St.  John's  snfl'oring  under  such  a  fearful  calamity,  in 
the  neighbouring  colonies  and  in  the  United  Kingdom.  Halifax  was  the  first  to 
exhibit  its  practical  charity.  At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  held  the  day  after  the 
news  arrived,  a  subscription  was  commenced  which  in  a  very  short  time  reached 
£1,500.  This  munificent  contribution  was  expended  in  provisions,  which  were 
forwarded  by  the  steamer,  and  was  in  addition  to  £1,000  transmitted  in  specie  by 
the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia.  Prince  Edward's  Island  also  forwarded  a  largo 
sum,  as  did  also  the  towns  of  St.  John  and  Fredricton.  The  Govoi'nment  of 
Canada  sent  £2,000,  and  the  citizens  of  Quebec  subscribed  even  a  larger  sum  for 
the  same  object.  The  news  arrived  in  England  at  the  time  when  Mr.  Gladstone 
was  holding  the  office  of  Colonial   Secretary  only  until  the  appointment  of  his 


and  Holmwood,  William  Grieve  &  Co.,  Wilson 
&  Meynell,  Uohert  Alsop  &  Co.,  Kennie 
Stuart,  &  Co.,  Win.  Warren,  Boyd  & 
McDooftall,  V.  Kofrerson  &  Son,  J.  &  W. 
Stewart,  C-  F.  Bennett  &  Co.,  John  AVarreii, 
Lungley  &  Tessier,  F.  &  W.  Carter, 
E.  Taylor,  8hea  &  Murphy.  Thomas  Glen, 
John  Mc William,  E.  &  N.  Stabb,  Pierce  Gmce, 
I.  &  I.  Kent,  K.  O'Dwyer  &  Co.,  Neil 
McDougall,  Begg  Keir,  &  Co.,  Bowring 
Bros.,  R.  &  A.  Rutherford,  M.  Stewart 
&  Co.,  Robt.  Einltty,  Mc  Bride  &  Kerr, 
Michel  Xowlan,  John  lienouf,  Uiokard  Howley, 


Sanil.  Mudge,  Warren  Bros.,  Baine  Johnston 
&  Co.,  Edward  Smith,  Wilson  &  Co.,  Jiinies 
Clifr,  Richd.  Perchard,  S  G  Archibald, 
J.  Fox  &  Co.,  R.  Prowse,  R.  N.  Goff  &  Co., 
W.  &  H.  Thomas  &  Co.,  J.  M.  Rendell  & 
Co.,  Gilbert  Clapp,  J.  B.  Barne-s  &  Co., 
.lob  Bros.  &  Co.,  Hunters  &  Co.,  Jas.  Tobin 
&  Co,,  L.  O'Brien  &  Co.,  James  Douglas 
&  Co.,  Parker  &  Gleeson,  Edward  Morris, 
Nicholas  Gill,  G.  F.  Bown,  Walter  Dillon, 
.T.  Cusack  &  Sons,  Dunscombe  &  Hurvey, 
Itobinson  Brooking  &  Co.,  John  Brockle- 
bauk,  John  P.  Mullowney,  Richard  Hilhuan." 
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successor :  l)ut  he  at  once  sent  present  relief  to  tbo  extent  of  £5,000 ;  and  immediately 
nlterwards  the  new  secretary,  Earl  Grey,  with  the  sanction  of  Piirliamcnt,  added  to 
that  sum  £2.5,Oi»0.  Uesides  this  large  j)ublio  grant,  the  Queen  issued  a  letter 
to  the  Archbishops  of  Canterbury  and  York,  authorising  them  to  bring  before  the 
clergy  and  congregations  under  their  cliarge  the  case  of  the  sufTorers  in  Xewt'ound- 
land,  in  the  manner  that  might  seem  best  calculated  to  draw  forth  the  liberality  of 
the  benevolent."  ' 

The  year  of  the  fire  was  a  most  unfortunate  one  for  the  Colony. 
On  the  1 9th  of  September  a  terrifio  gale  destroyed  an  immen,se  amount 
of  property,  both  by  land  and  sea  ;  the  unfinished  Native  Hall  was  blown 
down,  St.  Tliomafs'a  Church  was  moved  bodily,  a  large  number  of  houses 
in  St.  John's,  partly  built,  wei'e  injured  ;  there  was  also  an  extraordinary 
high  tide,  the  water  came  iip  to  the  floors  of  several  houses  on  the 
south  side  of  Water  Street.- 

There  were  addresse.s  and  most  sincere  and  universal  regret  from  all 
classes  when  Sir  John  Harvey  left  this  Culony  to  assume  the  Govern- 
ment of  Nova  Scotia,  in  August  1!SAG ;  he  went  there,  as  lie  went 
everywhere,  to  calm  the  troubled  sea  of  politics.  His  success  in 
promoting  peace  and  harmony  among  the  able  hut  excitable  politicians 
of  that  province  was  the  final  achievement  of  his  long  and  active  life. 
Lady  Harvey,  to  whom  he  was  tendoily  attached,  expired  rather 
suddenly  in  1851.  Sir  John  never  rallied  from  this  blow^ ;  in  March 
1852  he  also  died,  at  Halifax.'  His  merits  as  an  able  diplomatist  and 
politician  Avore  rightly  appreciated  in  Nova  Scotia,  but  he  has  received 
scant  justice  from  our  local  politicians  and  historians.     We  have  only  to 


-'Al 


'  Pedi.kv's  Hislon/  of  NewfouiuUaml . 

"  In  the  June  session  of  tlie  House  of 
Asst'Uiblv  (IStG)  Mr.  Glen  proposed  (o  spend 
iilOi)  to  increase  the  pas  lamps  in  Water 
Street  ;  clerjiynien,  doctors,  and  ouf-liarbonr 
planters  complained  of  the  dangers  aiid  dark- 
ness of  the  streets.  1{.  J.  J'arsons,  K.  Hanra- 
lian,  H.  Carter,  and  Hon.  W.  H.  l{ow  voted 
against  it ;  Parsons  vehemently  denounced 
tlie  expenditure. 

•'  Major-Gcnenil  Sir  John  Hurvey,  K.C.H., 
entered  the  army  in  1800;  he  served  with 
great  distinction  in  India  and  in  Kgypt.  As 
Deputy  (Jiiartcrmaster  General  la-  went 
through  the  American  A\.i.-  of  1812.  C)ii  one 
occasion,  when  op])osed  to  General  Wingfield 
Scott,  U.S.A.,  his  opj.onent  admired  his 
gallantry  so  much  that  he  gave  orders  to  his 
soldiers  not  to  fire  at  the  handsome,  dashing 
colonel.  After  the  war.  Sir  ,fohn  was  ap- 
pointed Inspector-General  of  the  Police  in 
Ireland  j  even  in  this  difhcult  positiim  he 
hccanie  a  universal  favourite.  In  1835  he 
was  made  Lieut. -Governor  of  Prince  Edward's 
Island,  and  two  years  later  was  promoted  to 
the  larger  governorship  of  New  Brunswick. 
His  Kxcellency  had  to  inaugurate  responsihie 
government     in    the    province,  and  it   need 


not  he  said  that  he  carric<l  out  the  liberal 
l)olicy  of  the  Knglish  ministry  in  an  eminently 
satisfactory  manner.  During  his  tenure  of 
office,  there  was  great  excitement  over  the 
^hnne  Honndary  (|uestii>n  ;  Sir  .lolm  and  his 
old  opponent  (ieiieral  Scott,  hy  their  wise 
and  i)acific  measures,  kept  peace  lietween 
Kngland  and  the  United  Qiatcs.  For  his 
action  in  opposiiion  to  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  in  Canada,  Sir  John  was  dismissed  ; 
after  explanations,  his  valuable  services  were 
rewarded  hy  a  K.C.U.  and  promotion  to  the 
Governorship  of  Newfoundland. 

In  1H4")  the  Cunard  steamer  Ilihernia 
struck  near  Cape  Race  ;  she  got  olt'  all  right, 
and  the  passengers  came  on  to  St.  John's. 
One  of  iheai  wrote  to  the  Frederirklon 
LitiHtU.it,  "  St  Jiohn's  Harbour  is  (piite  a 
business  place,  the  harbour  full  of  shipping, 
everybody  actively  employed,  and  ai)j)arentiy 
profitably  so.  .  .  .  Political  feuds  liave 
vanished,  religious  differences  are  unknown, 
Protestants  and  Catholics  are  living  in 
Christian  charity  and  perfect  harmony  with 
eacli  otlier,  the  society  is  excellent,  and  the 
people  hospitable  in  the  extreme,  and  this 
state  of  things,  1  am  hapi)y  to  say,  is  mainly 
attributed  to  the  propitious  administration  of 
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contrast   the   violence    and    party   animosity   that    existed   under   liis 
predecessors,  both  excellent  Governors,  to  rightly  value  the  tact  and  the 
ability  with  which  Sii-  John  Harvey  managed  all  parties.     Both  sides 
have  always  declared  that,  w^ith  his 
infinite  grace  and  smooth  speech,  ho 
huriil'Uggod  them  all ;  perhaps  he  did, 
at  any  rate  he  was  a  skilful  peace- 
maker, one  of  the  first  duties  of  a 
Governor.' 

Sir  John  Harvey  was  succeeded 
in  1847  by  Sir  Gaspard  Le  Marchant, 
a  distinguished  ."-oldier.*  His  Excel- 
lency will  long  be  gratefully  remem- 
bered in  this  Colony  for  the  deep 
interest  he  took  in  promoting 
agriculture.  He  was  a.  thox'oughly 
practical  man  and  not  a  diplomatist, 
like  his  august  predecessor :  Sir  John 
talked  admii'ably  about  farming. 
Sir  Gaspard  acted.  He  introduced 
Ayrshire  and  Jersey  cows,  and  in 
a  few  years  completely  transfonued  the  breed  of  cattle  throughout  the 
Colony.  He  liked  to  see  after  everything  pei'sonally ;  when  he  heard 
that  the  mob  were  burning  hhn  in  effigy,  he  went  down  to  see  if  his 


SIR  a,  LG  MARCHAXT, 

Bp  Bassano, 


Sir  John  Harvey,  their  present  Governor,  and 
the  former  Governor  of  New  Brunswiclt ;  he 
is  eertainly  the  most  kind-hearted,  hospitahU', 
excellent  man  ;  he  is  doinj;  a  preat  deal  of 
good  here,  and  is  respected  and  beloved  by 
by  all  classes,  I  believe.     .     .     . " 

'  Mr.  Timothy  Mitchell,  afterwards  the 
well-known  Inspector  of  Police,  had  been 
in  the  jioliee  f.irce,  under  Sir  .Tohn  Harvey,  in 
Ireland  and  New  Brunswick,  and  at  His 
Excellency's  supgestion  he  came  on  to 
St.  John's.  In  the  old  days  the  Inspector  did 
splendid  work,  both  in  the  detection  of  crime 
and  in  the  capture  of  criminals.  I  remember 
on  one  occasion  when  he  was  attempting  to 
arrest  a  rioter  in  Catalina,  the  man  caught  up 
an  ohl  picket  "itli  a  long  rusty  nail  in  it ;  ns 
he  was  going  to  make  a  blow  at  Alitchell  the 
Inspector  drew  from  his  pocket  the  case  of  a 
long  French  pipe  he  hm]  borrowed  from  me ; 
the  man  thought  it  was  a  revolver,  and 
dropped  his  weapon  'it  once.  In  the  witness- 
box  Mitchell  showed  as  much  ability  as  in  thi 
performance  of  his  other  duties.  Judge 
Robinson  had  rather  a  sharp  way  of  cross- 
examining  police  and  magistrates ;  he  was 
asking  the  Inspector,  rather  peremptorily, 
about  the  confession  made  to  him  in  au  arson 


case.  "  Yoti  searched  the  prisoner,  sir,  what 
did  you  find  on  him  ?"  "  His  insurance 
policy  in  one  pocket,  my  Lord,  and  the  Key 
of  Heaven  in  the  other,"  was  the  imperturb- 
able reply. 

2  Sir  .John  Gaspard  Le  Marchant,  Knt. 
Bachel.  (creat.  1838);  G.C.M.G.,  1800; 
K.C.B.,  1865.  Entered  the  aimy  in  1821  ; 
became  a  colonel  in  1851,  and  held  local 
rank  as  a  major-general  till  fully  promoted 
to  that  rank  in  lilarch  1 858 ;  retired  from 
the  command  of  the  85th  foot  in  1846  on 
proceeding  to  Newfoundland ;  was  Governor 
and  Comuuinder-in-Chief  of  Newfoundland 
from  Fehruary  1847  to  June  18)2;  Lieut.- 
Governor  of  Nova  Scotia  from  June  1852 
to  December  1857,  when  he  was  appointed 
Governor  of  Malta,  and  received  local  rank 
of  lieut.-general  there,  1859  ;  was  a  brigadier- 
general  in  the  service  of  Her  Catholic 
Majesty ;  a  knight  of  the  1st  class  and  a 
knight  commander  of  the  orders  of  San 
Fernando  and  of  Charles  III.  of  Spain; 
received  the  honour  of  knighthood  from  the 
Queen,  with  permission  to  wear  his  foreign 
orders,  which  were  conferred  for  services  iu 
Spain.    He  died  in  1874. 


THE  NEW  LEGISLATURE. 


463 


image  was  properly  got  up,  and  if  his  bold  aquiline  nose  had  been 
aucceasfully  copied.^ 

In  December  184(S  the  Hrst  session  of  the  new  Legislature  was 
opened  un-Jer  the  old  Constitution  of  1832,  with  separate  Council  find 
Assembly.  1848  was  a  year  of  revolution  in  Europe ;  with  the  exception 
of  Her  Gracious  Majesty  the  Queen's,  every  tlu'one  in  Euroj)e  was 
tottering  and  tumbling.  The  wave  of  political  excitement  wliich 
Thackeray  describes — 

"  When  pursuiiif^  of  their  shindios, 
They  broke  the  lovely  windies, 
Upon  the  Shannon  shore  '' — 

reached  our  Island  home.  Responsible  government  was  the  war  cry  of 
our  modest  rebellion,  and  the  onl}'  outbi'eak  of  violence,  burning  the 
Governor's  image.  The  revolutionary'  fever  has  so  far  always  attacked 
us  in  a  mild  form.  Both  the  Whig  Earl  Grey  and  the  Conservative 
Sir  John  Pakington  refused  point  blaidc  to  grant  the  Colony  local  self- 
government.     Earl  Grey  wrote  : — 

"  Until  the  wealth  and  population  of  the  Colony  shall  have  increased  consider- 
ably beyond  their  present  amount,  the  introdaction  of  what  is  called  Responsible 
Government  will  by  no  means  i>rove  to  ita  advantage The  institu- 
tions of  Newfoundland  have  boon  of  late  in  various  ways  modified  and  altered,  and 
some  time  must  unavoidably  elapse  before  they  can  acquire  that  amount  of  fixity 
and  adaptation  to  the  colonial  wants  of  society  which  seems  an  indispensable 
preliminary  to  the  future  extension  of  popular  Government." 

Sir  John  Pakington,  in  1852,  also  took  the  .same  view ;  in  a  despatch 
of  April  3,  he  says : — 

"  Her  Majesty's  Government  see  no  reason  for  differing  from  the  conclusions  at 
which  their  predecessors  had  arrived  in  the  question  of  the  establishment  of 
Kesponsible  Government,  and  which  were  conveyed  to  you  by  Lord  Grey.  .  .  . 
I  consider  on  the  contrary  that  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  these  conclusions  aro 
confirmed  by  the  accounts  since  received  from  Newfoundland." 


'  Postal  Communication,  1847. 

"  James  Hodge  begs  to  acquaint  the 
Public  lit  large  that  he  intends  to  run  a  four- 
sail  boat  between  Kelligrews  and  Brigiis  and 
Port  de  Grave  during  the  winter  months;  a 
steady  and  coDiidential  man  will  leave 
St.  John's  every  Wednesday  morning,  with 
the  packages  and  letters  for  transmission, 
which  will  be  forwarded  to  their  destination 
as  regularly  as  the  weather  will  permit :  single 
letters  Is.,  double  letters  'Js.,  packages  in 
proportion  to  their  V)ulk  and  weight. 

"  Mr.  Doyle  begs  to  announce  to  the 
communities  of  St.  John's,  Harbour  Grace, 
and  Carbonear,  that  he  has  engaged  a  confi- 


dential packet  man  to  travel  around  the  Bay 
during  the  winter  months  and  while  the  boat 
is  necessarily  laid  up 

In  1841  Messrs.  W.  Thomas  and  .Tos. 
NoEid  recommended  that  there  should  be  no 
postal  communication  outside  of  St.  John's 
and  Conception  Bay. 


$ 

The  Postal  Revenue 

in  1841   was  1,084 

» 

1851     „    4,329 

» 

18G1     „     5,170 

» 

1871     „  10,000 

»» 

1878     „  1.5,60'» 

» 

1892     „  44,000 
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The  iigitntion  still  went  on,  notwith.standin;^  Earl  Grey  and  the  sturdy 
Sir  John  Pakington.  Responsihlo  government  had  been  conceded  to 
every  one  of  the  North  An)eiican  Colonies  ;  the  Home  Government 
ought  to  have  had  wisdom  enough  to  see  tliat  it  was  inevitaV)le,  and 
conceded  it  gracefully,  instead  of  having  it  wrung  from  thtMU.  Each 
successive  House  of  Assembly  had  pronounced  in  favour  of  executive 
responsibility  ;  even  the  Amalgamated  House,  in  which  two-tit'ths  of 
tho  members  were  nominees  of  the  Crown,  had  votetl  in  favour  of  the 
same  principle. 

This  political  agitition,  bi'gun  at  the  May  meeting  in  1846,  continued 
up  to  the  introduction  of  our  present  form  of  government  in  1855.  The 
actors  in  the  final  scenes  of  our  great 
constitutional  drama,  however,  were  new 
men.  Mr.  John  Kent,  in  1849,  becmne 
Collector  of  the  Customs  in  place  of 
Mr.  Spearman  (who  retired  with  a  pension). 
Dr.  Fleming,  worn  out  with  incessant  toil 
and  labour  in  his  diocese,  in  1848  obtained 
as  coadjutor  Dr.  Mullock,  who  arrived  in 
St.  John's  on  the  (Ith  of  May  1848.  From 
this  time  forth  the  leaders  of  the  Liberal 
and  Catholic  pai'ty  were  Mr.  P.  F.  Little 
and  the  new  Bishop.  Both  were  men  of 
great  ability,  liljeral  and  enlightened  in 
tlieir  viows.^  Dr.  JMullock  was  a  scholar, 
full  of  wit  and  eloquence  ;  he  did  much  to 
forward  the  interests  of  the  Colon}',  ami 

was  one  of  the  first  to  promote  telegraphic  communication,  local  steam, 
and  practical  agriculture. 

Mr.  P.  F.  Little,  afterwards  Assistant  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  brother  of  the  present  excellent  judge,  J.  I.  Little,  came  from  Prince 
Edwai'd's  Island,  where  he  was  born  in  1824;  he  began  practice  as  a 
lawyer  about  1845.  He  had  a  very  iip-hill  fight,  but  his  ability,  his 
attention  to  business,  with  his  shrewdness  and  knowledge  of  affairs,  soon 


]'.   F.  LITTLE. 

liu  Liifiiyeile,  DuhVin. 


•  Bishop  ^Mullock's  good  sayiiifjf,  however, 
are  quite  eelipsed  l>y  the  wit  of  his  brother, 
fiiiniliarly  known  .is  Tom,  organist  of  the 
Cathedral,  the  "  Parish  Piper"  as  he  styled 
himself.  On  one  occasion  there  was  a  dis- 
cussion at  the  Bishop's  table  about  the 
interior  of  the  Colony ;  Dr.  Mnlloek,  in  bis 
impetuous  way,  said  it  was  a  wilderness,  only 
fit  for  the  bears.  "  That's  what  1  was 
saj'ing,"  said  Tom,  "  it  was  hari'ltj  known." 
On  another  occasion,  Tom,  for  want  of  a 
better  conveyance,  sent  down  to  Don  Hipolito 


De  Uriarte,  the  Spanish  Consul,  a  piano  he 
had  purchased  for  him,  on  a  hearse.  The 
Don  was  very  indi<>:nant ;  a  crow,;  hail 
collected  before  his  door  to  witness  this  novel 
method  of  moving  a  piano.  "  What  for, 
Mr.  Mullock,"  said  Uriarte,  "you  send  down 
my  piano  on  the  funeral  cart  ?  "  "  Sure,"  said 
Tom,  "  I  wanted  to  convince  you  that  you 
had  a  Acad  baryaiu."  Tom's  i)eculiar  drawl 
ami  brogue,  and  liis  rubicund  countenance, 
gave  a  fine  flavour  to  his  jokes,  which  is  lost 
in  the  telling. 
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Immght  him  clients  ;  from  the  first  to  the  hist  he  enjoyed  the  complete 
confidence  of  Dr.  Mullock.  He  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  in  lHi>{), 
and  almost  at  once  became  the  real  leader  of  the  Catholic  and  Lilteral 
Party  in  the  House. ^  In  tho  a^^dtation  for  responsilile  ^'overnment 
Mr.  P.  F.  Little  was  the  leader,  the  orj^aniser,  and  by  far  the  most 
powerful  man  in  the  niovenient ;  he  was  not  so  polished  a  speaker  as 
Mr.  Robinson,  or  as  elocjuent  and  ornate  as  Mr.  Kent,  Imt  in  astuteness, 
in  assi<luity,  in  political  sagacity,  in  tho  manaf,'ement  of  his  party,  and 
in  constitutional  knowledge,  he  was  a  match  i'or  all  his  o2)pononts. 

Sir  Gaspard  was  appointed  Governor  of  N^ova  Scotia,  and  left 
the  Colony  on  July  2<S,  1.S52.  His  last  .speech  at  the  clo.se  of  the  Hou.se 
of  Assend)ly  was  neither  courteous  nor  dignified,  and  was  accordingly 
assailed  by  a  portion  of  the  local  press  in  very  scurrilous  terms ; 
hi8  enenues  specially  sneered  at  his  devotion  to  agiijidture ;  the 
introduction  of  cocks  and  hens,  cows,  horses,  and  sheep  were  the 
subjects  of  infinite  ridicule.  Administrations  come  and  go,  politics 
pass  away,  but  an  improved  bretd  of  cattle  is  a  permanent  benefit 
to  the  country  that  possesses  it;  the  fight  between  the  Governor 
and  his  political  enendes  has  long  been  forgotten,  but  many  an  old 
farmer  in  the  country  even  to-day  will  point  out  with  j^ride  a  beautiful 
cow  as  "  of  ould  Sir  Caspar's  breed."  The  rough  old  soldier  was  a  very 
poor  politician,  but  he  was  loyal,  honest,  and  sincere ;  he  did  far  more 
practical  work  in  encouraging  the  cultivation  of  land,  and  especially  the 
breeding  of  cattle,  than  any  former  Governor. 

His  Excellency  Ker  Baiilie  Haunlton,-  who  assumed  the  reins  of 
the  goveniment  in  December  1852,  was  in  marked  contrast  to  his 
predecessor.  Sir  Gaspard  went  about  everywhere,  and  knew  every 
farmer    around    St.   John's ;  Mr.   Hamilton    was    an    exceedingly  shy, 
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'  Lroislative  Council. 

Hon.  Col.  Law,  President. 

„  E.  M.  ArchibnlH,  Attorncv-fleneral. 

„  tfas.  Crowdy,  Colonial  Secretaiv. 

„  W.  U.  Itow. 

„  Jo.  Noiid,  Surveyor-Gent-ral. 

„  C.  F.  Hennett. 

„  J.  J.  Grieve. 

„  L.  O'Uiien. 

House  of  Asskmiily. 
Speaker,  Hon.  J.  Kent. 
St.  John's:  John  Kent,  Little,  Tursons. 
Placentia:  G.  Hogsett,  A.  Shea. 
Burin:  C.  Henning. 
Fogo:  G.  H.  Emerson. 
Ferryland:  P.  Winsor. 
Conception     Bay :     Hayward,     Ifugent, 
Talbot,  and  Hanrahan. 

/    p.  2729. 


Fortune  Bay:  H.  \V.  Iloyks 
Bouavistii:  .).  II.  Wiirreu. 
Trinity:  S.  .March. 

-  Ker  Baiilie  Hamilton.  C.B.,  was  educated 
for  the  .\riny  at  the  Royal  .Military  Academy 
at  Woalwich;  entered  the  Indian  military 
service  in  1822  ;  appointed  a  writer  in  the 
civil  service  of  the  Mauritius  in  182G,  and 
assistant  jirivate  secretary  to  Governor  Sir 
Lowry  Colo  there;  appointed  clerk  of  the 
council,  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  1829; 
afterwards  acted  there  as  colonial  secretary  ; 
appointed  Lieut. -Governor  of  Grenada  in 
1846  ;  aduiinibtrator  of  the  Government  of 
Barbados  and  the  Windward  Island.s  in 
1851;  Governor  of  Newfoundland  in  1852; 
(iovernor-in-Chief  of  Antigua  and  the  Lee- 
ward Islands  in  1855  to  Januurv  1803. 
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tacitiiiTi  man  :  he  wrot<!  well,  iiud  was  very  pious  and  good,  l)ut  he  never 

tiied  to  pleasti  tht^  pulilic  ;  he  could  not  H[)eak,  and   in  the  crisiH  and 

agitation  for  responsibh;  goverinnent  he  was  al>out  as  unfit  a  man  an  tho 

British    Oovernmeiit    could  possibly    have    selccte.l   to   fill   a  difficult 

position.     Lord  Durt'erin  humorously  compared  liimself  to  the  humhlo 

individual  in  a  paper  cap  who  goes  about  with  a  longspouted  tin  can 

oiling    the    machinery,   and    his    Lonlship's    marvellous   success  as   an 

administrator  is  largely    due  to  his  tact  and  good  judgment,  nnd   his 

faculty  as  a  political  lubricator.     Poor  Ker 

Baillie     Hamilton,   excellent,    goo<l,    honest 

man,  had  not   this  gift;  lie  never  tried  to 

conciliate  parties  or  to  make  the  government 

work  smoothly  ;    as  a  Governor  he  was  a 

complete  failure ;  at  the  same  time  nothing 

can  palliate  the  indecent  manner  in  which 

the   majority    of  the    House   of   Assend»ly 

assailed  him. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  go  over  all  the  long 

discussion    about     responsible    government. 

When  the  British  Cabinet,  repi'esented  by 

the  Duke    of  Newcastle,  finally  agreed  to 

giant  the  Colony  Home  Rule,  thoy  attached 

two  main  conditions — tlie  old  office  holders  should  receive  fair  treatment, 

and    there    should  be    a  proper   Representation  Bill.      The   Secretary 

of  State  for  the  Colonies  wrote  to  Governor  Hamilton  that — 

"Her  Majesty's  Government  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  tbey  ought  not  to 
withhokl  from  Nowfonndiiind  those  institutions,  and  that  civil  administration, 
which,  ui^der  the  popular  name  of  Responsible  Government,  had  been  adopted  in 
all  Her  Majesty's  nei<;hbonring  possessions  in  North  America,  and  they  wore 
prejiared  to  concede  the  immoiinte  application  of  the  system  as  soon  as  certain 
preliminary  conditions  had  been  acceded  to  on  the  pare  of  the  Legislature." 

On  the  question  of  the  peu.siou  to  the  retiring  officers,  there  was  a 
most  contemptible  wrangle  ;  a  Committee  of  the  House,  consisting  of 
A.    Shea,   Little,    Benning,    Hogsett,    and    Hanrahan,   decided   to   give 
E.  M.  Archibald,  Attorney-General,  after.twenty  years'  good  service  ii- 
public  officer,  and  now  compul.sorily  retired,  £140  per  annum.     Gove 
Hamilton   very  properly  refused  to  accede  to  such  an   unfair  allowa. 
and   the   Home    Government   approved  of  his  conduct.      Finally,  the 
pensions  were  fixed  as  follows  : — J.  Ci  owdy,  Colonial  Secretary,  £400  ; 
Archibald,   Attorney-General,  £350 ;    Noad,   Surveyor-General,   £285  ; 
H.   A.    Emerson,   Solicitor-General,    £90.      Over    the    Representation 
question   both   sides    fought    bitterly ;    Mr.   Little's    party   wanted   to 
"gerrymander"  the  districts  to  secure  his  party  majority,  whilst   the 
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Consorviitivea  with  oqnal  piTtiimcity  op]  oh«'(1  him.  In  suoli  a  dilHcuIty 
a  wist'  aiitl  (liph)iuatic  (.Jovornorwouhl  have  nUnul  he tworn  the  opponents 
and  have  endeavoured  to  work  out  a  fair  coinproniine  ;  (hirinj^  the  t}nc(> 
years' Htrnjjfjh^  he  ccrtaiidy  sliouhl  liavo  had  a  cenHUH  taken.  KesponHihh) 
^'ovi'nnnent  was  hrou^ht  in  in  IH,'}'),  and  the  oidy  return  of  popuhiticn 
that  both  sides  luul  to  wo'k  on  was  the  imperfect  census  of  1845;  it 
was  owing  to  the  Coimeil,  ruled  by  the  Governor's  friends,  that  a  census 
Bill  passed  by  the  Assembly  had  been  thrown  out.  We  know  now 
that  if  a  census  had  been  taken  in  1S5H  or  1854  it  would  have  shown 
a  veiy  ditferent  basis  from  the  one  on  which  representation  was 
ultimately  carried.  The  most  disaifreeable  feature  in  this  interminable 
•liscussion  was  the  desire  for  sect-irian  ascendency  evinced  by  both  sides. 
iSubseipient  history  shows  tliat  the  Conservative  party  were  in  the 
main  rij^ht  in  their  contention  that  Bonavista 
and  Twillingate  with  one  member  each  were 
under-rtpresented,  whilst  less  important  and  less 
populous  district!;,  like  Placentia  and  Ferryland, 
had  each  two  members.  It  is  clear,  however, 
that  the  Pi'otestant  Party  were  unwise  in 
stolidly  resisting  any  change.  They  should 
have  known  that  responsible  government  was 
sure  to  come  sotmer  or  later,  antl  have  stood 
out  firmly  for  a  census  before  the  Repx'esenta- 
tion  Bill  was  ajfreed  to,  and  endeavoured  to 
make  the  best  of  the  coming  event.  Too 
much  importance  was  given  to  the  personal 
interests  of  the  office  liolders,  and  too  little  regard  to  the  future 
good  government  of  the  Colony.  There  should  have  been  a  fairer 
distribution  of  offices.  No  one  can  doubt  now  that  the  Roman  Catholic.i 
had  been  unfairly  treated  ;  under  the  nev/  Government  that  came  into 
office  in  1855  ^  there  was  a  complete  change.  After  a  lapse  of  forty 
years  we  can  now  view  the  whole  matter  dispassionately,  and  it  must 


HON.  T.   R.   HOW. 

£)/  Coje  and  Durrant. 


'  Leoislativk  Councii.. 

Hon.  L.  O'Urien,  President. 

„  .las.  Tobin. 

„  .John  Uochfort,  M.I). 

„  Geo.  H.  PImersou,  Solicitor-General. 

„  John  Munn. 

„  S.  Carson,  M.O. 

.,  T.  H.  Kow. 

,,  .T.  J.  Uofierson. 

„  T.  H.  Hi'lley. 

„  .Jas.  Funoiig. 

,.  P.  Duggan, 

..  J.  Coruiuck. 


House  of  Assembly  kleuted  7th  Mav 
1H55. 

The  first  House  of  Assembly  under 
responsible  government  consisted  of  the 
following  members  : — 

St.  .lohii's  West  :  Hon.  P.  F.  Little, 
Attorney-General  and  Premier;  Hon. 
A.  Shea,  Speaker;  .lohn  Fox. 

St.  John's  East  :  Hon.  J.  Kent,  Colonial 
Secretary  ;  It,  J.  Parsons  ;  Peter 
Winsor. 

Harbour  Grace :  J.  Hayward ;  J.  L. 
Prendergast. 
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be  a<ln»itto«l  that  Mr.  Little  plaj'ed  his  liand  'v\  the  political  game 
artfully,  aricl  the  Conservatives'  stolid  opposition  to  any  chanj^e  in  tlie 
constitution  was  a  political  blunder.  We  may  ^\\o.  them  credit  for 
honesty  of  purpose,  but  all  the  same  they  committed  a  grave  mistake. 

It  is  due  to  Governor  Hamilton's  memory  to  record  that  when 
important  questions  ol  telegi-aphic  and  steam  communication  arose 
during  his  administration  he  showed  both  liberal  and  enlightened  views ; 
he  also  wrote  very  able  despatches  on  the  French  fishery  quesuon.  On 
the  subject  of  the  telegraph,  I  have  carefully  consulted  the  I'ecords  of 
the  time,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  endeavoured  to  state  the  history  of  its 
introduction  into  the  Colony  correctly  in  Chapter  XXI. 

In  1855  the  new  adminis  ration  under  responsible  government  was 
uppointed,  with  the  Hons.  P.  F.  Little,  Pren.ier  and  Attorney-General ; 
J.  Kent,  Colonial  Secretary  ;  T.  Glen,  Receiver-General ;  E.  Hanrahan, 
Surveyor-General ;  G.  H.  Etnerson,  Solicitor-General ;  and  L.  O'Brien, 
President  of  the  Legislative  Council.  It  was  purely  and  entirely  a  Liberal 
administration,  all  the  members  of  the  Government  representing  Romnn 
Catholic  constituencies  ;  Mr.  Emerson  did  not  count,  as  he  had  been 
defeated  in  Twillingate,  and  now  sat  in  tlie  Council.  The  thi'ec  prin- 
cipal officers.  Little,  Kent,  and  Glen,  were  able  men ;  in  the  words  of 
Ml".  Hanraliiin,  as  an  administration  "  it  was  as  near  perfection  as 
2)osnble."  They  had  the  rare  good  luek  of  prosperous  years,  "  the  sun- 
shine of  prosperity,"  in  the  wouls  of  Mr.  Kent,  beamed  on  the  Govern- 
ment. ISoS,  ISSfi,  and  1857  were  years  of  plenty  ;  the  new  Cabinet, 
under  the  firm  hand  of  the  Premier,  was  able,  liberal,  and  progressive. 

In  1854,  the  choler.i.  was  brought  into  St.  John's  by  infection  frcm  a 
sailor's  clothes  ;  it  spread  destruction  with  frightful  I'apidity ;  all  the  eflbrts 


Carbonoiir  :  lion.  E.  ITanruhan,  Siirvcvor- 

GeiK-ral,  mid  ('Imirmiiii   of   tliu  Board 

of  Works. 
Holy  rood  :  Ta!I)ot  and  ll^Tiie. 
Port  de  Grave  :  K.  Urowii. 
l\'iT}liiii(l  :     lloii.    T.    Glfii,    Kucciver- 

Geiieral ;  K.  1).  Sl.-a. 
nurin  ;  lifimliiij  ami  .Morris. 
]{ona\ista;    IJ.  Carter,  Warren,  nnd  ^V(ll- 

bank. 
Fogo  and  Twilliiifriite  :  Ellis  and  Kniglit. 
Fort'iiie  Hay  :  H.  W.  Hoyles. 
Burgeo  and  I.a  Poile  :  1{.  Prowse. 
Plac^ntia  :  llofjselt,  Delaney,  and  Kelly, 
Trinity  :   F.  Carter,  March,  Rn<l  Winter. 
Hay  de  Verds  :  Ikniister. 

The  first  ndniiniHtration  under  rcspon- 
pible  fiovernnient  was  composed  of  able  and 
enlightened  politieiau.s;  the  Governor  guided 
their  footsteps,  and  was  their  firm  ally  r.nd 


supporter.  The  Attorney -General,  P.  F.  Little, 
very  wisely  associated  himself  with  members 
fi-.>ni  the  opposite  side  ;  Messrs.  Walter  Grieve, 
Alimn,  Hidley,  Kofferson,  G.  H.  Ku'erson,  and 
Hayward  (afterwards  Judge  Hayward),  M-ere 
amongst  his  Protestant  supporters.  Mr.  Little 
was  au  able  leader,  and  always  kept  his  party 
well  in  band  ;  from  first  to  last  he  enjoyed  the 
unbounded  confidence  of  Bishop  Mullock. 
Mr.  Kent  made  an  excellent  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, and  T.  Glen  was  a  heaven-born  ]{e- 
eeiver-tieneral,  one  of  the  best  party  men 
that  ever  But  in  a  cabinet.  At  a  political 
meeting  an  out-harbour  member,  who  was 
uiuler  obligiktious  to  the  Governtucnt,  said  to 
(vien,  in  a  patronizing  tone  :  "  I  liflieve  you 
are  right,  Mr.  Receiver-General ;  I  will 
support  you."  "  Confound  you,"  said 
Glen,  "  I  don't  want  your  support  when  1 
am  right ;  it  '.i  when  1  urn  wrong  you  must 
back  me  up." 
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of  medical  skill,  the  humane  exertion  of  the  clergy  and  of  aelf-devoted 
women,  were  powerless  to  stay  tlie  jilague ;  however,  it  was  pi'actically 
confined  to  the  lowest  and  dirtiest  parts  of  the  city.  Whilst  the  cholera 
lasted,  the  number  of  deaths  was  api. ailing.  Bishops  Mullock  and  Feild 
and  Archdeacon  Bridge  were  conspicuous  during  the  epidemic  by  their 
heroic,  self-sacrificing  labours  for  all — Catholics  and  Protestants  alike 
were  personally  atten<led  by  these  devoted  servants  of  God.  Bishop  B'eild 
lived  to  a  gootl  age,  but  Archdeacon  Brid;;e,  the  idol  of  his  congregntion, 
almost  equally  adored  by  I'ich  and  poor  of  all  creeds,  fell  a  victim  to  duty 
soon  after.  No  one  who  has  ever  seen  his  beautiful  countenance,  •  •' 
heard  his  magnificent  tones  iii  the  sublime  service  for  the  dead,  will  evei 
forget  Thomas  Finch  Hobtlay  Bridge, 
the  most  .  doved  AngHcan  minister 
that  ever  set  font  on  oui  soil ;  his 
place  has  never  been  filled  ;  generous, 
wanu-hearted,  and  deeply  religious, 
Nature  had  endowed  him  with 
every  gift  and  giace,  even  the  divine 
gift  of  humour  ;  religion  had  purged 
away  all  the  earthly  dross  of  s-elfish- 
ness  and  ambition  from  a  truly 
noble  character,  and  made  him  one 
of  the  most  lovable  of  .nen.  After 
escaping  the  deadly  peril  of  the 
clioleva,  he  died  from  fever  ccnti  ai';ted 
whilst  attending  one  of  thv>  very 
pf"o;-est  of  his  congregation.  Readtsrs 
of  to-day  may  think  this  language 
exaggerated,  but  the  generation  tluit 
heard  that  earnest  voice  will  bear  wit- 
ness to  the  deep  aftectionate  feelings  of  all  St.  John's  for  the  Archdeacon. 

Direct  steam  to  England  by  the  Gal  way  line,  the  completion  of  the 
telegraph,  and  finally,  in  1858,  the  laying  of  the  first  Atlantic  cable, 
are  the  striking  events  of  this  pen.<d.  In  18.58  Judges  Des  Barres  and 
Simms  were  pensioned,  anil  Hons.  P.  F.  Little  and  B.  Robinson  became 
the  assistant  judges  of  the  Supreme  C'oiirt. 

Sir  Charles  Darling,  who  inaugur.ited  responsible  government  in 
1855,  remained  only  until  1857.'     He  was  a  remarkably  able  man,  of 


ARCUDEACON  URIDOE. 

From  a  mininture  in  the  posses»ion  of  his 
aon.  Admiral  Jlridge. 


'  Sir  Charles  Henry  Darling,  K.C.B. 
(created  IH(>2),  entered  the  Army  us  ensign  on 
the  7th  Dfcetuher  1826,  by  recommendation 
from  the   Royal  Military  College,  ESundhurHt, 


after  public  examination;  became,  in  1827, 
assistant  private  secretary  to  the  lute 
(ieiieral  Sir  Ralph  Darling,  then  Governor  of 
New  South  Wales  and  Major-tieneral  com- 
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vast  experience ;  he  taught  liis  new  ministry  how  to  work  the  new 
constitution,  and  ruled  them  like  a  pack  of  schoolboys.  The  Conserva- 
tive party  came  into  collision  with  him,  first  as  regards  his  authority 
to  inaugurate  the  new  constitution,  and  again  when  they  insisted  on 
naming  members  of  their  own  party  for  the  new  legislative  council ; 
on  both  these  questions  Sir  Charles  was  clearly  and  constitutionally 
right. 


V:    :W   OP  VIRGINIA  WATEK,  ST.  JOHN'S. 


It  will  be  remembered  that  Louis  Napoleon  was  just  about  this 
time,  after  the  Crimean  War,  our  "  good  ally,"  and  the  English  Govern- 
ment were  most  anxious  to  please  the  French,  and  for  that  purpose  the 


roanding  the  Forces  in  that  colony  and  Van 
Dienian's  Land ;  and  was  aliso  appointed 
military  secretary  to  that  officer  in  183v„  In 
183;},  while  a  student  in  the  senior  depart- 
ment of  the  Royal  Military  College,  was 
appointed  secretary  to  the  late  Lieutenaut- 
General  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  upon  that  officer's 
noniinalion  to  he  Governor  and  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  Uarbados  and  the  Windward 
Islands,  and  was  employed  in  that  capacity 
until  1836;  Sir  Lionel  Smith  having  been  in 
(hat  year  nominated  to  the  government  of 
Jamaica,  Mr.  Darling  was  appointed  Go- 
vernor's secretary  for  that  colony,  and  re- 
tained the  appointment  until  the  termination 
of  Sir  Lionel  Smith's  Government  iu  1839; 
ill  that  year  obtained  an  unattached  company, 
and  retired  from  the  army  in  1841  ;  in  1843 
appointed  by  the  Earl  of  KIgin,  then  Governor 
of  Jamaica,  Agent-(ienerul  of  Immigration  for 
the  colony,  and  held  also  the  office  of  Adju- 


tant-General of  Militia,  was  a  member  of  the 
assembly  and  of  several  executive  boards ; 
was  again  appointed  Governor's  seeretaiy 
during  the  ad-interim  administr.ition  of  the 
government  of  Jamaica  by  Major-GeLtral 
Sackville  H.  Berkeley,  and  continued  to  hold 
that  office  during  the  earlier  period  of  the 
government  of  tlie  Right  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Grey  in  1846-47  ;  iu  1847  was  appointed 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  island  of  St.Lucia; 
in  1851  appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  an  office  specially 
created  for  the  conduct  at  Cape  Town  of  the 
civil  government  while  Sir  George  Cathoart, 
the  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief,  might 
be  engaged  in  his  military  and  civil  duties 
on  the  frontier.  After  the  departure  of 
Sir  George  Cathcart,  administered  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Cape  from  May  1854  to 
December  1854,  during  which  period  the  par- 
liamentary constitution  of  the  settlement  was 
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interests  of  this  Colony  were  as  usual  to  be  sacrificed.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  Governor  Darling,  eager  to  please  the  Home  Government, 
lent  himself  to  this  policy ;  his  famous  No.  06  Despatch  was  a  strong 
argument,  ably  put  no  doubt,  but  entirely  in  the  interests  of  the 
French,  and  opposed  to  the  rights  and  claims  of  the  Colony.  There 
was  much  indignation  in  St.  Jolin's  when  it  was  published  with  the 
other  papers  concerning  the  great  (]!onvention  with  the  French  of  1857. 

in  order  to  comprehend  the  wild  outburst  of  popular  indignation 
which  arose  in  1857,  it  is  necessary  to  go  back  for  some  time,  and  also 
to  understand  the  character  of  the  previous  negotiations  which  had 
been  going  on  between  the  representatives  of  the  two  Governments  for 
several  years ;  all  these  various  discussions  and  draft  settlements  have 
one  un\arying  characteristic :  the  French  gain  all  the  advantages,  and 
the  Colony  gets  nothing  in  return.  The  principal  English  negotiator. 
Sir  Antliony  Perrier,  appears  to  have  been  either  a  French  tool  or 
thoroughly  incapable  official.  All  the  fine  diplomacy  of  France  was 
directed  to  three  principal  points  :  first,  to  secure  an  unliniittd  supply 
of  bait ;  second,  to  get  the  right  to  arrest  and  remove  Colonial  fisher- 
men and  their  vessels :  third,  to  get  a  secure  territory  and  to  extend 
their  rights  on  the  treaty  shore.  It  is  a  fortunate  thing  for  us  that 
the  French  were  so  over-reaching  and  so  covetous  of  territory  that 
even  Perrier  could  not  concede  all  their  demands,  and  that  the  final 
Draft  Convention  of  1857  was  an  outrageous  abandonment  of  our  fishery 
rights.  Labouchere  and  Perrier  were  aghast  when  they  heard  of  the 
excitement  these  unfair  propositions  created  in  the  Colony  ;  the  New- 
foundlanders held  indignation  meetings  as  hot  and  fiery  as  tlie  Tea 
riots  of  Boston  ;  not  only  was  Newfoundland  aroused,  all  British  North 
America  rose  with  her. 

The  Earl  of  Derby,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  in  a 
despatch  in  1884  to  Sir  ^ohn  Glover,  s.ummarized  the  negotiations 
resulting  in  the  Conventioi.  o£  1857  as  follows : — 

"  In  the  year  1844  the  French  Government  proposed  negotiationB  to  be  held  in 
London,  and  previous  to  opening  them  it  was  determined  to  appoint  a  British 
and  French  (Jomuiissioner  in  Newfoundland  to  report  upon  the  question. 


inaugurated  and  estahlished  ;  was  nominated 
to  the  government-in-chief  of  Antigua  and 
the  Leeward  Islantls,  previously  to  his  sole 
administration  of  the  government  of  the 
Cape ;  but  never  assumed  the  duties  of  that 
(ioverntr.ent,  having  shortly  after  bis  arrival 
in  P'ngland  been  required  to  proceed  to  New- 
foundland as  Administrator  of  the  government 
of  that  colony,  of  which  he  was  subsequently 
appointed  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief ; 
in   February    IH.^T    was  appointed    Captain- 


General  and  Governor-in-Chief  of  Jamaica,  an 
ottice  wi.'ich  embraces  the  general  superin- 
tendence of  the  affairs  of  Hritish  Honduras 
and  the  Turks'  Islands,  and  at  that  time 
included  also  the  government-in  chief  of  the 
I5ay  Islands;  received  the  Order  of  the  Hath 
(,K.(,'.B.)  1862,  for  his  "long  and  effective 
public  services."  Appginted  (iovemor  of 
Victoria,  1863  j  recalled,  March  1866;  died  in 
1S70. 
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"  Captain  Fab vre,  commander  on  the  French  naval  station,  and  Mr.  Thomas, 
President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Newfoundland,  were,  in  conseqnence, 
appointed  by  their  respective  Governments, 

"  On  the  30th  July  1844,  Mr.  Thomas  made  his  report  to  the  Governor.  In 
this  report  he  suggested  with  regard  to  the  French  claim  of  'exclusive  rights,' 
that  the  respective  fishermen  of  both  naticms  should  be  kept  separate  and  distinct 
in  their  fishing  places.  He  also  suggested  the  extension  of  the  French  fishery 
limits  to  Belle  Isle  North,  and  made  suggestions  with  regard  to  the  sale  of  bait 
to  French  fishermen. 

"This  report  resulted  in  negotiations  being  held  in  Paris  in  the  month  of 
March  1846. 

"  The  British  Commissioner,  Sir  A.  Perrier,  was  authorised  to  offer,  in 
exchange  for  the  French  cession  of  all  rights  between  Cape  Eay  and  Bonne  Bay, 
the  following  concessions  : — 

"  Admission  of  preclusive  right  of  fishery  from  Bonne  Bay  to  Cape  St.  John, 
going  round  by  the  north  ; 

"  Exclusive  right  of  French  fishery,  drying,  and  curing  at  Belle  Isle  North ; 

"  Permission  for  English  fishermen  to  sell  bait  at  St.  Pierre. 

"  At  preliminary  conferences  held  in  Newfoundland,  these  measures  bad  nearly 
been  agreed  to  by  Mr.  Thomas  and  Captain  P'abvre;  but  Captain  Fabvre  was 
desirous  of  retaining  for  France,  in  addition  to  the  exclusive  rights  above 
mentioned,  her  rights  of  fishing,  curing  fish,  Ac,  nt  Cod  Roy,  Red  Island,  Port-a- 
Port,  and  Lark  Harbour,  and  to  acquire  for  the  French  a  '  concurrent '  right  of 
fishery  on  the  coast  of  Labrador. 

"  The  instructions,  however,  to  the  French  Commissioner  did  not  admit  of  his 
negotiating  on  the  above-mentioned  principles,  and  as  no  new  propositions  were 
brought  forward  by  the  French  Government  up  to  the  month  of  May  1847,  the 
negotiations  fell  through. 

"  On  the  application  of  the  French  Govo-nment  in  1854  negotiations  were 
renewed,  Sir  A.  Perrier  being  again  directed  to  proceed  to  Paris  to  act  as  British 
Commissioner,  M.  de  Bon  being  appointed  on  the  part  of  France. 

"  The  British  Commissioner  was  instructed  to  invite  proposals  from  the  French 
Commissioner  such  as  might  form  a  starting  point  in  the  negotiations. 

"  M.  de  Bon  accordingly  proposed,  on  the  part  of  France,  to  admit  the  right  of 
British  subjects  to  inhabit  the  Bay  St.  George,  or,  in  other  terms  to  give  up  the 
exclusive  right  of  fishery  in  that  bay,  to  which  they  considered  themselves  entitled 
by  the  Treaty  of  1783.     In  return  for  this  concession  he  demanded — 

"  1.  The  right  to  fish   for  bait  (herring  and  caplin)    on  the  south  coast  of 

Newfoundland,  without  restriction. 
"  2.  The  right  to  fish  during  two  months  of  the  year  (without  curing  or  drying 
on  shore)  on  that  part  of  the  coast  of  Labrador   situated  between  the 
Isles  of  Yerti's  and  the  Isles  St.  Modeste,  both  included  ;  and 
"  3.  Tlie  right  of  fisliory  nt  Belle  Islo  North,  in  the  Straits,  which  the  French 
Commissioner  asserted  was  enjoyed  by  the  French  up  to  1841,  without 
any  demur  on  the  })art  of  Great  Britain. 
"The  concessions  demanded  by  the   Frencli  negotiator  were  not  considered 
admissible,  and  the  British  Commissioner,  in  order  to  overcome  the  difficulties 
ai  ising  out  of  the  claim  of  (Jreat  Britain  to  a  concurrent  right  of  fishery,  suggested 
that  the  question  would  be  best  settled  if  tlie  rights  of  the  fishermen  of  the  two 
nations  were  kept  scpnrnto  and  distinct.     In  ordor  tn  onrry  out  this  suggestion,  he 
proposed  that  the    I'rench  rights  sliould   be   made  exclusive  as   against  British 
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sul)jecta  from  Cape  St.  John  to  some  point  on  the  western  coast,  such  as  Capo 
Verde  (Green  Point,  to  the  north  of  Honne  Bay)  ;  the  French,  on  the  other  hand, 
to  renounce  their  right  altogether  on  the  remainder  of  the  roast,  which  would  bo 
that  part  where  the  British  liad  been  in  the  habit  of  carrying  on  the  herring 
fishery  and  other  fisheries  incidental  to  the  requirements  of  a  fixed  population. 

"  The  French  negotiator  ottered  no  objection  to  the  plan  of  recognising  the 
French  '  exclusive  ri<,'ht '  on  a  diminished  extent  of  coast;  but  he  contended  for 
the  retention  of  a  '  concurrent  right '  on  that  portion  on  the  coast  on  which  the 
exclusive  claim  might  be  renounced,  and  for  other  advantages  as  well,  Buch  as 
adinisiiion,  concurrently  with  British  fishermen,  to  the  fisheries  of  Labrador  and 
North  Belle  Isle,  and  to  the  '  bait  fishery '  on  the  southern  coast,  all  of  which,  bo 
maintained,  were  necessary,  as  an  equivalent  for  admitting  British  subjects  to  a 
free  '  concurrent  right '  on  the  lower  portion  of  the  wentern  coast. 

"  The  British  Commissioner  was  disposed  to  accept  the  demands  of  the  French 
BO  far  as  to  extend  the  French  fishery  to  North  Belle  Isle,  and  also  to  remove  all 
lestrictions  on  the  purchase  of  '  bait,'  on  condition  that  tUe  French  should  entirely 
renounce  their  rights  between  Cape  Verte  and  Cape  Eay  ;  and  in  June  1855,  he 
f>r warded  to  the  Foreign  Office  the  above  suggestions  in  the  form  of  a  counter 
proposal  to  those  which  had  been  made  by  France. 

"  Mr.  Labouchere,  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  concurred 
in  the  adoption  of  the  British  negotiator's  project  of  a  '  compromise  '  ns  the  basis 
of  negotiation  to  be  offered  to  the  French  Government.  It  corresponded,  ho 
believed,  with  the  views  of  the  Colonial  authorities ;  deprived  neither  nati&a  of 
any  advantage  of  real  value ;  and  there  would  only  be  a  reciprocal  abandonment 
of  barren  rights  and  useless  or  nominal  restrictions;  and  he  prej>ared  a  draft 
treaty  which  might  be  substituted  for  the  whole  of  the  existing  engagements  on 
the  Newfoundland  Fisheries  question. 

"  The  negotiations  were  continued  in  the  year  1856  by  Captain  Pigeard,  who 
arrived  in  London  in  the  mouth  of  July  of  that  year,  and  by  Mr.  Merivale,  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies.  The  basis  of  these  negotiations  was 
founded  upon  the  counter  proposals  made  by  Sir  A.  Perrier,  and  also  npon  the 
draft  of  the  treaty  proposed  by  Mr.  Labouchere.  The  negotiatiors  finally 
teiminated  by  the  signature  of  a  Convention  in  London  on  the  17th  January 
1857. 

"  According  to  the  stipulations  of  this  Convention,  an  exclusive  right  of  fishery 
and  the  use  of  the  strand  for  fishery  purposes  was  conceded  to  the  Flench  from 
Capo  St.  John,  on  the  east  coast  of  Newfoundland,  to  the  Quirpon  Islands,  and  from 
the  Quirpon  Islands,  on  the  north  coast,  to  Cape  Norman,  on  the  west  coast,  in  and 
upon  the  following  five  fishery  harbours,  namely,  Port-au-Choix,  Small  Harbour, 
Port-a-Port,  Red  Island,  and  Cod  Roy  Island,  to  extend,  as  regarded  these  five 
harbours,  to  a  radius  of  three  marine  miles  in  all  directions  from  the  centre  of 
each  such  harbour.  On  other  parts  of  the  west  coivst  (the  five  harbours  excepted) 
British  subjects  were  to  enjoy  a  '  concurrent '  right  of  fishing  with  French  subject?, 
but  French  subjects  were  to  have  the  exclusive  use  of  the  strand  for  fishery 
])urposes  from  Cape  Norman  to  Rock  Point,  in  the  Bay  of  Islands,  north  of  the 
River  Humber,  in  addition  to  the  strand  of  the  reserved  ha'bours, 

"  A  '  concurrent '  right  of  fishing  was  also  granted  to  French  subjects  on  the 
coast  of  Labrabor,  from  Blanc  Sablon  to  Cape  Charles,  and  of  North  Belle  Isle." 

The  excitement  in  the  Colony  over  the  Convention  of  1857  was  most 
intense  and  wide  spread ;  the  British  Hag  was  hoisted  half-mast ;  other 
excited  citizerm  flew  American  flags  ;  everywhere  there  was  burning 
indignation   over  this   jiroposal  to   sell   our  birthright  for  a  mess  of 
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pottage.  Tlie  proceedings  of  our  Legislature  in  1857  are  a  guide  to  us 
as  to  what  our  conduct  should  always  bo  in  dealing  with  the  fisheries, 
"there  none  were  for  a  party  but  all  were  for  the  State."  CJivernment 
and  Opposition  united  to  maintain  our  rights.  Our  Chief  Justice, 
Sir  F.  B.  T.  Carter,  K.C.M.G.,  Sir  A.  Shea,  Hons.  E.  D.  Sliea,  P.  F. 
Little,  Mr.  Prendergast,  Mr.  J,  J,  Rogerson,  and  Mr.  Kelly,  alone 
survive  of  those  who  took  a  leading  part  in  that  famous  struggle. 
Sir  Frederick  (then  Mr.  Carter,  M.H.A.)  went  with  Hon.  John  Kent  as 
a  delegate  to  Canada,  and  won  gulden  opinions  for  himself  by  his  ability 
in  this  matter.  Immediately  the  House  closed,  Hon.  P.  F.  Little  and 
H.  W.  Hoyles  were  sent  as  delegates  to  England ;  all  worked  unitedly 
and  witli  a  will  to  destroy  the  convention.  H.  W.  Hoyles  (lender  of  the 
Opposition),  P.  F.  Little  (the  .^.ttornej'^-General),  J.  Kent  (Colonial 
Secretary),    R.    Prowse,    W,     H.     Ellis     (Opposition     members),    and 
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R.  J.  Parsons,  wore  the  committee  a[»pointed  to  di-aft  resolutions  and 
ad  .resses  on  tho  subject.  The  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Newfoundland 
Legislature  were  worthy  of  the  occasion.  I  will  quote  only  the 
concluding  paragraph : — 

"We  deem  it  our  duty,  most  respectfully,  to  protest  in  the  most  solemn 
maimer  against  any  attempt  to  alienate  any  portion  of  our  fisheries  or  our  soil  to 
any  foreign  power,  without  the  consent  of  the  local  legislature.  A8  our  fishery  and 
territorial  rights  constitute  the  basis  of  onr  commerce  and  of  our  social  and  political 
existence,  as  they  arc  onr  birthright  and  the  legal  inheritance  of  our  children,  we 
cannot,  under  any  circumstances,  assent  to  the  terms  of  the  convention ;  we 
therefore  earnestlj'  entreat  that  the  Imperial  Government  will  take  no  steps  to 
bring  this  Treaty  into  ojieration,  but  will  permit  t.he  trifling  privileges  that  remain 
to  us  to  conti.me  unimpaired." 

The  result  was  a  great  triumph  for  the  Colony.     Before  Governor 
Darling   left    in    May    1857,    he    had    received    and    laid    before   the 
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Legislature    the    celebrated    despatch     known    as    "  The    Laboucliore 
letter  "  :— 

"  The  proposals  contained  in  llic  Convention  having  been  now  unequivocably 
refused  by  the  Colony,  they  will  of  course  fall  to  the  ground ;  and  you  are 
authorised  to  give  such  assurance  as  you  may  think  proper.  That  the  consent  of 
the  community  of  Newfoundland  is  regarded  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  a%  the 
essential  preliminary  to  any  modification  of  their  territorial  or  maritime  rights." — 
(II.  Labouchere.) 

Mr.  Darling  had  informed  the  House  during  the  winter  of  his  pro- 
motion to  Jamaica.  The  publication  of  His  Excellency's  own  despatch 
(No.  66,  July  23rd,  1856)  created  a  very  strong  feeling  against  him  ; 
on  a  careful  perusal  of  this  document,  I  think  the  irritation  it  produced 
was  rather  extreme.  He  states  emphatically,  in  regard  to  the  French 
proposals : — 

"  Their  proposition  may  be,  indeed,  justly  described,  when  regarded  in  its 
national  bearing,  as  one  of  which  the  advantage  is  whoHy  on  the  French  side." 

The  objectionable  paragraph  in  the  paper  is  on  the  question  (if 
French  exclusive  rights. 

Governor  Darling's  letter  is  in  marked  contrast  to  his  predecessor's 
communication  of  September  1853  (No,  57).^  Governor  Hamilton's 
views  are  both  more  logical  nnd  moi'e  cori-ect ;  they  are  founded  on  a 
moie  complete  knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  fishery.  The  despised 
and  insulted  Ker  Baillie  Hamilton  was  really  a  far  more  sincere  and 
loyal  friend  of  the  Colony,  and  a  far  abler  defender  of  our  fishery  rights 
than  Sir  Charles  Darling,  tlie  popular  introducer  of  responsible  govern- 
ment and  the  patron  of  the  Liberal  part^'.  We  nmst  give  both  of  them 
credit  for  honesty  of  purpose ;  but  it  is  clear  that  Hamilton  had  the 
advantage  of  superior  information  on  the  subject.  This,  I  think,  was 
largely  due  to  his  advisers,  Messrs.  Archibald  and  Crowdy,  as  well  as 
his  mercantile  friends. 

On  the  question  of  "fixed  settlements,'  the  correct  definition  of  tlie 
term  is  undoubtedly  given  by  Governor  Hamilton.  It  is  clear,  that 
under  the  administration  of  our  naval  Governors,  the  fishery  carried  on 
bj'  both  French  and  English  on  the  coast  was  a  ship  fishery  without 
permanent  .jtages,  &c. ;  under  these  ai  rangements  each  ship  as  she 
arrived  selected  a  fishing  place  for  her  crew  atid  made  the  necessary 
ei'ections  for  carrying  on  their  operations.  Owing  to  the  French  being 
driven  off  the  coast  during  the  wars  between  l7o6  and  1818,  English 
fishermen  had  monopolised  all  the  north-east  coast ;  but  long  before  this. 


'  These    despatches,  unfortunately,   are 
b'jth   too   long   to   reproduce;    thty   will  be 


found    in    the    Journals    of   the   House    of 
Assembly,  1857. 
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as  far  back  as  1G98,  Newfoundland  "  planters  "  had  extended  themselves 
from  Bonavista  gradually  as  far  north  as  Quirpon.  It  was  the  per- 
manent establishments  of  the  English  fishing  ships  which  interfered  with 
the  free  exercise  of  French  rights,  when  the  French  fishermen  came  back 
in  such  overwhelming  numliers  after  the  last  treaty  of  peace  in  1815  ; 
the  English  ship  fishermen  had  to  be  forced  away,  but  the  real  perma- 
nent settlers  were  never  interfered  with ;  the  French  encouraged  their 
presence  as  guardians  and  keepers  of  their  fishing  establishments ; 
originally  they  never  claimed  a  right  to  interfere  with  these  small 
farmers  arid  permanent  settlers  on  the  coast,  whose  occupations  in  the 
winter  were  furring  and  sealing,  and  it  is  to  this  direct  encouragement 
that  the  present  English  settlements  on  the  north-east  and  west  coasts 
are  largely  due.  The  English  fishery  at  this  time  was  changing  its 
character  from  a  ship  fishery  into  a  shore  fishery,  and  the  men  who 
had  been  using  the  west  and  north-east  coasts  now  betook  themselves 
to  the  more  lucrativ  ■  fishery  at  Labrador.  The  fight  made  against  the 
French  by  one  of  these  old  ship  fishermen  is  told  in  the  narrative  of 
the  stubborn  old  West  Countryman  Tory.^  Fixed  settlements  only 
referred  to  the  permanent  establishments  of  their  rivals,  the  English 
ship  fishermen.  Governor  Hamilton's  advisers  were  well  aware  of  this 
historical  fact ;  Governor  Darling  seems  to  have«entirely  ignored  it. 

The  treaties  on  this  subject  must  be  construed  according  to  their 
real  legal  meaning,  and  the  principles  of  International  law,  and  also  by 
the  expositio  contemporanea  showing  how  they  were  interpreted  and 
understood.  Whatever  was  not  given  to  France  remains  with  the 
pi'oprietor  and  Sovereign  Power,  England ;  we  have  therefore  the  right 
to  clear  and  cultivate  lan^l,  to  woi'k  mines,  to  carry  on  a  salmon  fishery, 
and  any  other  business  that  does  not  actually  interfere  with  the  French 
c  )d  fishery.  Our  opponents  may  claim  that  either  or  any  of  these 
interferes  with  their  limited  fishery  rights,  but  the  injury  must  be 
proved,  their  claim  for  damages  must  be  a  reasonable  claim,  and  the 
question  must  be  decided  in  a  reasonable  and  rational  manner  by  the 


'  The  case  of  the  firm  of  Richard  &  Mellam 
Tory,  of  Poole,  carrying  on  a  large  business 
at  Sop's  Ann,  White  Bay,  for  twenty-four 
years  (set  forth  very  fully  in  a  long  menioriul 
to  Governor  Elliott  in  1786),  represents  very 
high-handed  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the 
French  naval  officers.  First,  two  bateaux 
with  fifty  men  attempted  to  take  possession 
of  Tory's  premises,  but  they  would  not  allow 
them  to  land  ;  next  day  two  French  men-of- 
war  came  to  Sop's  Arm,  and  officers  and  men 
armed  came  ashore,  drove  the  Torys  from 
their  premises,  took  away  two-thirds  of  their 
dwelling-houso,  dragged  another  Eiivlish 
planter,  Craze,  on  board  the  Freuch  sloop-of- 


war,  and  kept  him  prisoner  for  two  hours  ; 
they  also  took  possession  of  a  salmon  fishery 
up  a  brook  which  had  been  occupied  and 
used  by  an  Englishman,  named  Craze,  for 
thirty  years,  made  him  leave  the  brook  and 
take  up  his  nets,  &c.  The  French  let  the 
Newfoundland  planter  Craze  remain  in  pos- 
session of  his  dwelling-house  and  premises. 
The  great  antagonism  of  the  French  at  the 
time  was  against  their  rivals  the  English  ship 
fishermen;  the  fixed  settlements  referred  to 
were  their  rooms,  not  the  humble  establish- 
ments of  the  resident  fishermen,  which  tho 
French  rarely  disturbed. 
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British  Government,  the  only  authority  who  can  execute  a  treaty  on 
English  territory.  For  instance,  on  the  west  coast  of  Newfoundland 
there  are  several  small  settlements  on  rivers.  These  streams  are 
barred  at  tlieir  mouths  by  sand  banks,  and  are  therefore  entirely 
unsuited  for  a  ship  cod  iishery ;  for  a  century  and  more  Englishmen 
have  cleared  and  cultivated  laud  at  these  places,  and  latterly  son  e 
lobster  fjictories  have  been  carried  on  in  the.se  localities ;  will  any 
reasonable  man  contend  that  we  cannot  occupy  these  places  ?  We 
have  done  so,  and  will  continue  to  do  so. 

^t  may  be  asked,  is  there  no  fair  solution  and  settltment  possible  of 
this  venei'able  international  difficulty  ?  The  French,  as  business  men, 
are  the  naost  reasonable,  cle:u'-headed  people  in  the  world.  If  this 
question  could  be  once  approached  in  a  fair  and  reasonable  spirit,  it 
might  be  amicably  settled.  At  t'le  present  time  the  French  iishery  is  a 
ship  fishery,  carried  on  principally  on  the  banks;  their  sedentary  (jr 
shore   fi.shery  is   relatively  insignificant  ;^  as  a  French  friend   of  mine 

'  "  List  of  Fiiencii  Lobstkr  Factokies  and  Cod  Fishing  Rooms  on  the  Treatv 
Coast  of  Newfoindland  uiiuinq  tiik  Skason  of  1893. 


Lobster  Factories. 


Number 

\Yhere  situated. 

of  Men 
approxi- 

Manager. 

Where  from. 

Remarks. 

mately. 

Brig  Baj- 

Bclin     - 

Not    worked    sinc« 

Biirflett's  Harbour    - 

;!2 

B:indgren 

France. 

1892. 

St  John's  Islaud      - 

30* 

Marie    - 

France. 

Port  au  Choix 

12* 

Vilala    - 

France. 

Port  au  Choix 

17* 

Beliu     - 

France. 

Black  IJuck  Brook   - 

15 

Tajan    - 

St.  Pierre. 

Les  Vaches      ... 

24 

Farvacque      - 

St.  Pierre. 

Bed  Islaud       ... 

(All  lobsters  canned  at  Les  Vaches.) 
Cod  Fishing  Rooms. 

Red  Tslanil        ... 

60 

Poirier  .        -      St.  Pierre. 

Tweed  Island  -        -        . 

28 

Hacala  -        .      St.  Pierre. 

Port  au  Choix  - 

80* 

Beliu     -        -      France. 

Savage  Islmils 

;!.■) 

Belin     .        -     France. 

Port  au  Choix  . 

80* 

Vilala    - 

France. 

_ 

Port  au  Choix  . 

:u 

Biulfiiu 

France. 

Berbice  Cove    -         .         - 

34 

Hudi'au 

France. 

St.  ,Tohn  Island 

70* 

Marie    -        -      France. 

Fishot  Islands  ... 

46 

Foliard          -     France. 

St.  Juliens 

68 

Kyon    -        -     France. 

Rouge      .         -        -         . 

3.5 

Dollo    .        -     France. 

Rouge      .... 

35 

Pedron-        -     France. 

1 

*  The  numbers  marked  *  vary  according  to  the  fishing,  as  their  services  are  most  required 
for  either  cod  or  lobsters." 

[This  return  contains  the  French  lobster  factories ;  these  erections,  with  boilers  and 
chimneys,  are  a  clear  infraction  of  the  treaty,  which  only  allows  temporary  stages  and  scafFolds 
(tiakes)  for  curing  and  drying  of  fish  (j.s.,  codfish).] 
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explained,  it  is  "  an  affair  of  a  dozen  old  fishing  brigs."  The  first  requisite 
for  a  successful  bank  fishery  is  a  certain  supply,  at  reasonable  piices, 
of  the  three  varieties  of  fresh  l)ait — herring,  caplin,  and  8(]uid.  Our 
Gallic  neighbours  know  well  that  Fortune  Bay,  in  close  proximity  to 
St.  Pierre,  furnishes  the  best  possible  supply  of  bait  in  the  world  ;  it  is 
abundant,  easily  accessible,  and  reasonable  in  price.  Without  a  certainty 
of  this  supply  at  a  raodei*ato  rate  the  bank  fishery  is  unrenmnerative ; 
eveiy  French  fisherman  thoroughly  understands  and  appreciates  this 
great  fact.'  This  supply  is  entirely  in  our  hands ;  we  can  at  any  moment 
paralyse  the  movements  of  the  whole  French  fishing  fleet  by  stopping 
their  supplies  of  bait.  We  did  so  in  1888.  Their  full  complement  for 
their  first  baiting  on  herring  amounts  to  fifty-four  thousand  barrels;  by 
the  4th  May  in  that  jear  the  French  had  only  obtained  four  thousand 
and  forty  barrels ;  their  spring  fishery  was  in  consequence  a  complete  and 
disastrous  failure.  The  effect  of  the  Bait  Act,  which  began  in  1888, 
is  cleai'ly  shown  by  the  tables  given  below.^  That  year  was  a  favourable 
one  in  the  bank  fishery,  as  both  the  English  and  American  fishermen 
made  good  voyages  in  1888. 

There  can  be  no  possible  doubt  about  the  effect  of  the  Bait  Act  on 
the  French  fishery;  besides  the  convincing  proof  of  the  returns,  wo 
have  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  published  at  Paris,  in  the 
Petit  Journal,  dated  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  July  15th,  1889  : — 

"  Our  Colony  is  very  severely  tried  this  ;year ;  the  cod-fishing,  which  consti- 
tutea  its  principal — we  might  say  its  only — industry,  has,  up  to  this  date,  given 


'  The  value  of  our  bait  is  shown  by  the 
following  :  — 

"  AceordinjT  to  the  report  of  Captain 
Loch,  of  H.M.S.  Alarm,  in  1048  there  were 
360  French  Uanking  vessels,  of  from  l.'iO  to 
300  tons  each,  carrying  from  10,000  to  17,000 
Frenchmen,  which  vessels  cauij;ht  annually 
1,200,000  quintals  of  fish  on  the  Banks.  He 
also  states  that  Monsieur  Delucluse,  the 
French  (iovernor  of  St.  Pierre's,  had  the 
honesty  to  tell  him,  it  was  the  supply  of  bait 
obtained  from  the  Newfoundland  fishermen 
that  alone  euablec'  them  to  carry  on  the  Bank 
fishery.  Captain  Loch  also  remarku  ; — '  It 
is  obvious  that,  by  withholding  from  the 
French  the  supply  of  bait  from  our  shores, 
their  catch  on  the  Banks  would  sensibly 
diminish,  and  their  trade  could  not  increase 
beyond  the  limits  controlled  by  the  com- 
paratively very  scanty  supply  of  bait 
afforded  by  their  own  coasts  and  islands.' 
All  naval  officers  who  have  been  on  the 
Western  station,  as  well  as  all  disinterested 
persons  who  are  acquainted  with  that  coast, 
imite  in  stating  that  it  is  only  by  means  of 
the  bait  supplied  to  them  by  British  subjects, 
that  the  French  are  enabled  to  carry  on  the 
Bank  fishery.      Is  it  not,  then,  a   source   of 


wonder,  that  our  Legislators  are  so  blind  to 
the  interests  of  the  country  as  to  permit 
this  evil  to  continue  ?  Is  it  not  surprising 
they  should  be  so  supine  as  to  neglect  tlieir 
great  and  important  duty  of  passing  such 
laws,  and  adopting  such  measures,  as  will 
effectually  check  and  prevent  our  foreign  rivals 
from  obtaining  their  supplies  of  bait  from 
our  shores?  " — (Waruen's  Lecture,  p.  14.) 

2  Exports  of  French  Fish,  fhoh 
Official  Returns. 
Total  catch 

calculated  Bounty  paid, 

in  dry  qtls.  Francs. 

1878 201,982 

1879 23:5,y2:< 

1880 2.54,939 

1881 23G,2.50 

1882 2.55,671 2,056,619 

1883 304,.')80 2,328,442 

1884 404,604 3,342,114 

1885 497,284  3,849,221 

1886 579,390 5,109,680 

1887 453,058 4,673,240 

1888 338,126 

1889 300,000 

(A'ee  also  p.  586.) 
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deplorable  results.  During  the  first  trip,  soren-eighths  of  tlio  fishermen  havo 
luiroiy  paid  for  their  wine;  all  havo  returned  tVoin  this  trip  with  an  average  of 
fiom  four  to  eight  thousand  fish,  sixty-five  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  ((uintals  for 
each  craft,  which  represents  nearly  nothing.  The  whole  of  this  fixh  has  been  sent 
to  Bordeaux,  and  we  have  nothing  left,  and  the  future  prospeots  look  almost  like  a 
complete  failure,  conseciuently  consuraora  will  havo  to  pay  very  dearly  for  the  fish 
which  they  have  hitherto  been  able  to  buy  at  a  low  price.  Tito  srhomurs  /rain 
St.  Pierre  are  oliliijed  to  go  to  the  vast  coaiit  on  the  [''reach  shore  oj'  NcwJ'oundluml  in 
eeareh  of  bait,  which  menna  a  month'ajighing  lout." 

And  from  tlie  French  journal,  Le  Projii-n,  of  June  2nil,  we  get  the 
foUowing  incontrovertible  testimony  : — 

"  This  bait  is  made  of  small  fish,  which  is  only  to  be  found  in  any  quantities 
in  the  warmer  waters  of  the  south  coast  of  the  island,  and  is  iho  necessaiy  bait  for 
cod-Hshing,  and  which,  until  1887,  the  French  could  bny,  according  to  their  want, 
at  St.  Pierre,  Miquelon.  The  law  forbidding  its  sale  was  thus  a  great  blow  for  them, 
as  they  were  reduced  to  bring  from  Franco  a  salted  bait  less  liked  by  cod,  or  else 
to  find  for  themselves,  on  the  French  Shore,  a  fresh  bait  which  would  always  bo 
costly,  and  the  supply  of  which  would  bo  iriegiilar.  Thus  the  Bait  Bill  entailed  both 
loss  of  time  and  vioney  to  the  French,  and  they  found  their  fishing  much  less  ijroductive 
than  before." 

The  French  are  a  very  shrewd  people ;  in  each  and  all  the  various 
commissions  to  frame  a  settlement,  one  of  their  principal  demands  was  a 
free  supply  of  Itait  from  our  waters.  It  is  clear  then  that  we  havo 
something  exceedinj;ly  valuable  to  give  the  French  ;  what  should  we  ask 
in  return  for  this  immense  boon  of  free  bait  ?  I  think,  if  the  French 
would  be  reasonable,  we  could  settle  the  whole  question  something  after 
thi.s  manner,  or  at  least  have  a  modus  viveadi : — 

1.  Let  the  French  have  exclusive  possession  for  the  fishing  .reason 

within  the  three-mile  limit  around  each  harlour  which  they 
actually  occupied  with  their  fishing  ships  and  crews  hist 
seaso'  ,  one  or  two  guardians  to  be  allowed  in  each  harbour  to 
protect  their  property ; 

2.  Concurrent  rights  of  fishing  over  the  whole  north-east  coast,  and 

on  the  west  coast  as  far  south  as  Cow  Head  ; 

3.  An  absolute  right    to  pu  :hase,  paying   port   charges   and  liglit 

dues,  a  full  supply  oi  bait  at  anchor  in  any  port  of  entry 
in  Newfoundland  during  the  fishing  season,  subject  only  to 
the  same  regulations  as  our  local  fishermen. 

In  return  for  these  valuable  privileges,  what  should  we  ask  ?  I 
think  we  might  demand  : — 

1.  That  the   French  give  up  their  impracticable  and  absurd  claims, 
and  give  us  a  free  and  uninterrupted  right  of  fishing  on  all 


&. 
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tlie  north-L'iiHt  and  west  coasts  of  the  treaty  hIioh",  except  wliorc 
the  Flench  are  allowed  exclusive  rigUta  ;  and  should  also  give 
us — 

2.  An  Engliidi  consul  at  St.  Pierre ; 

3.  And  an  undertaking  to  prevent  the  export  of  ititoxienting  licjuor-s 

in  their  fishing  vessels  except  for  ship's  use. 

This  simple  arrangement  would  solve  a  great  many  of  the  present 
difficulties.  It  would  not  wound  French  pride,  they  would  have  the 
inestimable  advantage  of  obtaining  at  all  times  a  sure  and  certain 
supply  of  bait  IVesh  from  the  nets,  it  would  prevent  the  present  wanton 
destruction  of  the  bait  fishes,  and  put  an  end  to  smuggling.  The 
plan  could  be  easily  carried  out.  Some  Newfoundlanders  might 
object  to  it,  and  no  doubt  the  St.  Pierre  shopkeejiers  would  strongly 
oppose  any  arrangement  which  would  put  an  end  to  their  lucrative 
trale  of  smuggling.  This  sugge.>stion  is  entirely  my  own ;  it  is  a  good 
working  arrangement,  and  should  bo  acceptable  to  all  but  the  extremists 
on  botii  sides.  Under  no  circumstances  should  bait  be  allowed  to  bo 
exported  to  St.  Pierre.  Recent  experience  has  taught  the  bait  dealers 
that  the  indiscriminate  sale  of  bait  to  the  French  is  suicidal  folly  even 
ibr  them.  Every  sensible  man  in  Fortune  Bay  will  approve  of  my 
proposal. 
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1817-1895. 

.—First  Atlantic  I'lible  liiiided  in  Trinity  \V\y,  but  soon  cchsimI  to  net. 

.— I'liiice  of  Wales  visited  the  Islund.     Koinmtioii  of  the  Volmiteer  Corp.s. 

•—Jf- ^\'- Hovlfs  became   Premier;  politiciil  riots  in  f-t.  John's,  iriirboiir  Oriii'e,  iind 
IIitrlK>nr  Muin. 

.—Great  distress  m\\u^  to  bad  fisheries.     .Steamers  used  in  the  seal  fishery. 

— Una.  L.  O'Brien,  Administrator.     lU'venne  collected  at  l.abrador. 

,— Sir  A.  Mnsf,'riive,  Governor.     Coiiledenition  of  the  Dominion  of  Caniidi.     Copper 
mininjr  commenced  at  Tilt  Cove.     The  Currency  .\et  eonfirmed. 

-Present  Geologieiil  Survey  coninieneed.  1'.  li.  T.  Carter  became  Premier,  and 
Su'  H.  W.  llovles,  Chief  Justice. 

--Second  Atlantic  Cable  successfully  lan<led  at  Heart's  Content. 

-Fi-hery  very  successful.     Tlie  British  North  America  Act  for  the  Confe.leralion  of 
the  I'rovinces  is  passed.     Dominion  of  Canada  piool'iiined. 

—Proclamation  issued  by  the  Carter  Administration  .Mippressintr  able-bodied   poor 
relief. 

—Sir    ,Stei)lien     Hill     appointed     Go\  ernor.       Genernl     Elections  ;     Coiif.deration 
candidates  defeated.     Census  taken.     Dr.  Mullock  died. 

-Hon.  C.  F.  Bennett  became  Premier. 

-Garrison  withdrawn  from  Newfoundland.     Treaty  of  Washington. 

-Direct  Steam  to  En^'land  by  Allan  Line  commenced.  General  Kleelion  ;  Bennett 
Government  defeated. 

-The  largest  cod-fishery  ever  known  in  Xewfoundland.  Sir  F.  B.  T.  Carter 
became  Premier.  The  Uoyal  Commission;  Sir  B.  Uobinson,  J.  (Joodfellovv 
and  J.  Fox,  Esquires. 

-The  first  Government  Railway  Survey  under  direction  of  Sandford  Fleminir, 
Civd  Eufiineer. 

■Sir  J.  H.  Glover,  G.C.:M.G.,  Governor.  Halifax  Fishery  Commission  met; 
^.),.W0,000  awarded  as  compensation  to  be  i)aid  by  the  United  States  to  the 
British  Provinces ;  Newfoundland's  share,  one  million  ;  Sir  W.  V.  Whiteway, 
Commissioner  for  Newfoundland.     Bishop  Feild  died,  in  Bermuda. 

"''^''"if  xT^'  '"■  ^'"'*^'''  "PP"'"*'"'^  Acting  Assistant  Judge.  Commander  W.  Howorth, 
K.N.,  appmnted  first  .stipendiary  .Magistrate,  West  Coast,  by  Imperial  and 
Colonial  Governments ;  duties  first  collected  there. 

-Sir  W.  V.  Whiteway  became  Premier. 

-Sir  F    B.  T.  Carter  appointed  Chief  Justice ;  Colonial   Government  allowed   to 
make  grants  of  land   on  the  West  Coast  or  "French  Shore"   so-ealled.     Sir 
1 .  B.  T.  Carter,  K.C.M.G.,  Administrator.     First  Railway  Bill  passed. 
/    p.  2729.  H  H 
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1874.- 

1875.- 
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1877. 

1878. 
1880- 


4S2  EEJ>;N  OV  VK'TOmA,  18,)7-189r). 

IbSi. —  Serious  (li>liirl)niu!('  on  tlio  raihviiy  line  ( niitllc  of  l''ox  Tiii;)).  Sir  lli'iirv  Fi'z- 
lliinlinjif  Miixsc,  (ioM'iMor.  First  Jiiiiluiiv  umliTi'oi!>tLiii'lioii  in  Ni-wt'ouiid'aiid  ; 
St.  tlolm's  to  Ilarlioui  (iiaco. 

j^SJ. — An  Act  passed  for  the  construclion  of  tlic  (iiciit  Anu'rinin  iiiid  Kiipipi'aii  Short 
I.iiii-  Uiiilwiiv.  (^Iiarti'i-  jjiaiitiil  for  tlio  I'oii.stnu'lioii  of  a  (iraviiif;  Dotk. 
hir  W .  v.  \\"lii(('wav  bcLMiiu'  I'rciniiT. 

llSHIl. — St.  Steplu-n's  Day  Harbour  (Irnce  riots.  Sir  V.  15.  T.  Carter,  Adiiiiiiislrator. 
Sir  11.  Maxsu  diod  in  St.  .lolm's.  Sir  .loliii  11.  (ilovor.  (i.CM.ti.,  appointi'd 
(iovernor.  Dry  Doi-U  at  Kivcrliead,  St.  ilolm's,  op.Mit'd.  II. .M.S.  Tnivlos 
doi'ki'd.  Fislicry  Ivxhibition  lu'ld  in  London;  Sir  \.  Shea.  K.C.M.ti.,  Coni- 
niissioner  for  llu'  Ciilony.  Kaihvay  to  Harbour  (irace  opened  tor  passciiffers. 
Hon.  K.  .Mori  is,  Administrator  in  absence  of  Sir  F.  15.   T.  larler,  K.('..\I.G. 

188,').-- Ford-Peiinell  Convention  on  l^'reneli  fi.sbery  elainis.  Sir  (•'.  li.  '1'.  Carter 
Administrator.     Sir  U(d)iTt  Tborburn,  Premier,     (ieneral  Flection. 

18S(;,—  !!eport  of  Joint  Committee  on  Fishery  question.  I'iae.'niia  Kailwny  eommi'nced. 
Sir  F.  I!.  T.  Carter,  .Vdminislrator.     Sir  (i.  \V.  Des  N'u'ux  appoiiiti'd  (iovernor. 

lt*S". — The  Bait  Act  became  Tiaw.  Sir  11.  A.  .HIake,  Governor.  Uallot  Act  pass.d. 
(.Queen's  ilubilee  ;  Service  in  Fn;,'lish  Catliedral  alliMiilcd  by  all  denominations 
of  I'rotestants.  Sir  A.  Shea,  K.C.M.tJ.,  aiipointed  (ioten.or  of  tlie  Haliamas. 
('olouial  Conference  hilil  in  London;  Colony  represented  by  Sir  K.  Thorburn, 
I'lemicr,  and  Si'-  A.  Shea. 

188b. — Second  >V;isliin^t(>n  'I'ri'atv  ne^'otiated  ;  Hon.  J.  S.  Winter  represented  the 
('(dony.  .t/ii(//(.v  (■/(•(•;((// eslabiished  for  two  y cats.  '!;,  t  Act  put  in  operation 
ill  March.  I'laceiiliii  Kiiihvay  opciu'd  for  traffic.  Atl  to  provide  Miiiiici|K'.l 
Council  fer  St.  .lohn's  passed.  Sir  T.  X.  O'ltrieii  appointed  lio'ernor.  Si- F. 
H.  T.  Carter  Administrator  to  January  18^'J. 

lt!8'J.  —  (Jeiitfral  l'".li  ction ;  'riiorburn  IJovernment  defeated  by  an  imineiise  nmjority. 
Sir  W.  V.  While" ay,  I'reiuicr. 

If'JO. — Act  aiitliorisi-.ig  iie\>  Hailway  Line  North.  Afritation  coiiceniinfi  the  mining  viri'iuli 
with  the  I'reneh  about  Lobstei  I''actories  West  Coast.  Keeiproeily  Treaty  vvitii 
I'nited  Suites  by  Hon.  It.  liond,  Color.ial  Secretary  ;  ])ruvented  beiiif,^  carrii^d 
into  etiect  by  Caniida.     ])elej;atioii  to  Fngland  on  diliicnltics  with  '.he  I'rcneli. 

18',U. — Muuieipal  Council  Act  amended.  Delegation  to  Enifhmd  on  diHiculties  with 
French.  l".leinalioi:al  arbitration  on  Lobster  ipiestion  to  lit!  hebl  at  Mriissels. 
Hall's  Ha\  Kailway  eoii.pleled  to  Trinity  iiiid  IJonavista  Hays.  (  elebnitcd  ease 
of  Haird  V.  \\'alker,  arisiuiz  out  of  mmliis  riniiili,  determined  by  Supri'iue  Court 
ia  faviuir  of  plaiiuill  ;  C(Uifirin«ed  by  the  I'rivy  Council.  iSewt'oiuidiand  Hill  in 
the  House  of  Comnions. 

IS'.l^i. — IXath  of  the  Duke  of  Claience,  January  14tli.  'Cerril'  calamity  and  loss  of  lit'o 
ill   Triuilv  liai,    February   L'8lh.     tireiit   lire  in   St.     ohii's  on   ytli  and  Uth  of 

July. 

lf*'J',f. — Oeueial  election;  Sir  W.  Whiteway's  tiovernment  returned  by  a  large  niiijority. 

iL'.il. —  Flection  petitiiuis,  sixteen  members  unseated.  (iood  idfje  (iovei  nuieiit  formed. 
Failure  of  the  Commercial  and  Inioii  lianks  and  many  nieicantile  houses, 
(ireeue  (ioveriiim'Ut  formed. 

18it."). — Disability  Hill  saiieticuied  by  the  InnnTial  Government.  Sir  W.  \'.  Wliiteway, 
I'reniier. 


I  ain  con.sciou.s  (if  iiiitny  sins  of  (luii.ssidii  iiiid  coiuniis.^^ioii  in  tht' 
pi'eparation  of  this  most  ditiicult  ]^t\ri  mi  my  sulije(.t  ;  whilst  t'luloavour- 
ino'  to  wi'ito  a  true  history  of  ti  e  period.  1  have  had  tilso  to  walk,  like 
Agiiy  butoie  Saul,  <lelioately,  in   order  to  avoid  otlence.     Maii\-  minor 


I 


ELK(T!ON   RIOTS. 


483 


ovontH  wlildi  1  lifivt;  not  inc-hiii('(',  in  tlic  text  will  he  loinul  in  the  notes 
fin  1  the  fhi'oMolojLiy.  'I'hf  history  ol'  St.  IMori-e  Jiml  MiiHU'lon,  (mi'  of 
the  most  uiuusinj^  t^pisMlcs  in  our  IsliUK!  story,  and  an  account  ot' 
the  Lahrador,  will  Itr  louml  in  a  sc,  arate  chapter. 

Many  pii'sons  have  iuiaufined  tliat  the  fr(i|uent  eleetion  rows  in 
Newfoundland,  ahout  this  pci'od,  were  the  outconir  of  rciii^dous  hi^otry, 
hiit  a  Itet'er  uiiderstandiiif^  of  the  facts  will  show  us  that  this  is  an 
incorrect  view.  There  is  no  real  hi^otiy  or  sectarian  intolerance  in  .Nf  a  - 
foundland  ;  all  these  i-iots  were  nuuh-  to  order.      J>'".  JoIii\som  has  detined 
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ANOLICAK   CATIIBDKAL  AMJ  TllK   NAItH'HV<,  ST.  JOHN'S.    IN    IN.^j. 
From  a  •Irnn  t»,g  by  tkf  Jl  •:    and  lift:   W.  Cir.ii/. 

patriotism  as  "the  lust  refuge  of  a  .sc  )undrel."  Tiie  sham  patrlot.s 
who  iiisti^^ateil  their  dupes  to  get  up  these  disturlianccs  often  made 
religion  a  -stalking  hor.se  for  their  designs  on  the  lieasury  :  the  blatant 
demagogues  wIk*  cried  oi  t  that  the  Catholic  Church  was  in  danger,  or 
that  the  sacred  rights  of  '^rotestautiam  were  being  trampled  on,  always 
bloomed  out  after  the  n,»''l^e  as  fat  otiiciaN.  Instigated  by  these 
designing  I'lgues,  a  i'vw  rowdies  and  bludgenii  men  led  the  way,  iind  the 
sim[)le  crow'l  that  t"i)llowud  Mere  led  to  believe  that  theii'  )-ights  or  their 
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religion  were  in  danger;  in  American   political  slant;'  tliis  is  known  as 
"  bulldozing." 

For  a  few  years  after  the  inception  of  the  Legislature  these  tactics 
were  pre-eminently  successful,  especially  in  Conceiition  Bay.  We  hear 
most  about  riots  by  Catholic  mobs,  but  *he  .".ttncks  on  Catholics  by 
Protestants,  in  Bay  Rolierts  and  other  place';,  were  r  |ually  disgraceful. 
The  riots  of  IHOl  marked  tlie  (.-nd  of  this  discreditalilt;  violence  ;  it  was 
all  caused  by  unscrupulous  politicums,  there  was  no  strong  jiopidar 
sentiment  to  sustJtin  it :  disDrdei'  and  political  rowdyism  completely  died 
away  shortly  nfter  these  events  of  hSOl  :  it  would  never  have  arisen  had 
the  principles  of  amalgamation'  and  fair  play  to  all  parties  been  carried 
oat  on  the  introduction  of  res]ionsihle  government:  but  the  Protest  ints 
and  the  Merchants'  pa'ty  blindh'  I'osisted  the  new  movement,  antl  the 
Liberals  and  Catholics,  being  wiser  in  their  generation,  and  more  skilful 
politicians,  though  representing  reaiiy  a  minority  of  the  population, 
gained  the  ascendency,  and  kept  it  from  J  855  to  18(11.  Having  kept 
power  so  long,  they  were  loth  to  give  it  uj)  ;  they  inad(}  a  terrible  outcry 
when  they  wore  turned   out    in  I8(il.      When   the  elections  were  fairly 

coutest'-d,  the  Protestant  party,  representing  a 
maJDi-iry  of  th<^  jieople,  easily  won.  In  their 
tuiii  they  kef4  all  tlie  departmental  offices  for 
themselves  :  it  ik  «lue  to  Sir  Hugh  Hoyles's 
memory,  however,  to  state  that  he  offered  his 
op]K>neut»  a  fair  share  in  the  Government — 
the  Pr^siilentship  of  the  Conncil,  held  by  Hon. 
L.  O'Brien,  and  two  dcpaitmental  offices — but 
the  Catholics  eitht-r  could  not.  oi"  would  not, 
coalese<>  with,  him  The  prinei[ilf  of  amalgama- 
tion, a'i^intr  all  cljitwes  and  creeds  a  lair  share 
of  the  otfiees  ami  [jatnmage,  was  not  eari'ied  into 
eti'ect  until  IStio,  under  the  LiV>eral  Atlministra.- 
tion  of  Sir  Fredei'ick  Carter.  Sinre  tlien.  the' 
relative  ]iosition  of  the  great  religious  bodies  has  completely  changed  ; 
formerly  their  nun)bers  were  nearly  baianced,  now  the  Pi'otestants  out- 
nundjer  the  Catholics  by  nearly  two  to  cue. 

Sir  Alexander  Bannevman's  adndnistiati(m  of  the  Government  lasted 
from  1857  to  18(j.3  :  the  period  was  marked  by  prospeiity.  In  the  year 
following  his  arrival,  Hon.  P.  F.  Little,  the  ab'e  leader  of  the  Liberal 


Sil!   1!.   HOlilNSON. 

/).//  Jlui/fics,   Rj/de. 


'  Mr.     I.iulc    "ffiTed    Mr.    Hoyles     liie       Ilovlfs  icl'iiscd.     No  offers  wore  made  on  the 
AltoriU'vCJencnilsliip   if   lie    would    assist    in       t'orniatioii  of  the  first  Ministry  in  1H,5.'>. 
the  movcmt'iit  lor   rcspousibk'  govennncut ; 
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party,  retired  from  pnlitics,  and  was  appointed  an  assistant  jud^e  of  tlie 
Supreme  Court:  the  Hon.  A,  V.  Des  Barres  and  J.  Sinnns,  assistant 
jud^^es  of  the  Supreme  Court,  having  been  pansioned,  Mr.  B.  llohinson 
;md  Mr.  Little  %ere  appointeil  in  their  places;  two  more  able  and 
efficient  judges  never  gni<"d  the  Bench. 

One  of  thf  iiu.st  mutable  events  in  1S,59  was  tlie  hotly  contested 
election  of  that  year.  Burin  was  what  tl)e  Americans  call  the  pivotal 
district;  there  has  never  been  in  this  Colony  anytliiiig  like  the  struggle 
wliicli  took  place  there;  every  ottioe  holder  of  the  old  Assembly,  and 
every  Liljeral  suitporter,  was  re([uisitioned  for  the  canipaign  fund. 
Mr.  Glen,  who  nianaged  this  part  of  the  business,  was  inexorable; 
members  and  othciids  fought  against  the  demands  of  the  stern 
old  Receiver-General,  l)ut  all  had  to  pay  down 
their  money.  Hoyles  iind  Evans  were  the 
Conservative  candidates,  the  Lil)erals  were 
representeil  by  A  Shea  and  J.  J.  Rogei-son ; 
tiiey  were  well  matched  opponents.  Mr.  Shea, 
now  Sir  Ambrose,  was  the  greatest  politician 
of  his  party,  one  of  the  most  able  men  the 
Colony  has  produced,  and  amongst  his  co- 
religionists far  away  the  gi'eatest  of  them  all  ; 
he  had  an  opponent  woithy  of  his  steel  in  the 
Conservative  leader.  Sir  Hugh  Hoyles.  What 
the  contest  cost  has  never  been  made  public, 
purity  of  election  was  then  luidreamt  of.  The 
Liliei-als  were  crediteil  with  spending  nbout 
£2,000 ;  Mr.  Hoyles  paid  all  his  own  expenses, 
exceedingly  close,  but  the  tactics  of  Mr.  Shea,  and  the  intimidation  of 
electors  by  the  celela-ated  Cody  ( "  Avho  had  a  claim  "  )  at  Flat  Islands 
and  elsewhere,  helped  materially  to  gain  the  day. 

The  Liberals  again  carried  the  Government — the  Hon.  J.  Kent  was 
Premier  and  Colonial  Secretary  ;  Hon.  G.  J.  Hogsett,  Attorney-General ; 
Mr.  Shea,  Speaker.  The  new  admini-tration  was  inferior  in  strength  to 
Mr.  Little's  cabinet.  Mr.  Kent,  as  Premier,  was  a  most  honest  and 
capable  official,  but  his  temper  was  uncertain,  he  never  enjoyed 
the    complete    confidence    of  the  Catholic    party  .uid    of    Dr.    Mullock 


JOUM   STl  AKl.' 

Hi/  S.  U.  I'arauns. 

The   contest    was 


'  .lohn  Stuart,  of  tlie  old  tirin  of   Honnie  ami    the    lioanl   of    Works.      A   most   able 

8timrt  iSk  r'o.,  was   the   most    popiihir  man  in  otlioial,  kiinlticMt  and  most  genial  of  men,  his 

Nt'wt'oiindlaiid  ;  for   over  30   jea.s   he   per-  di'ath  left  a  ><)id  in  the  House  and  uur  hearts 

foriueil    the    duties    of    tlie  two    responsihie  which  can  never  be  tillud. 
otfiucii  of  clerk  to    the  House  of  A.sseiubly 


48(1 


HKKIN  or  VKTOIJIA.   IH.'.r   KM<),-,. 


!  i 


liU(!  Iii.s  [trcilrccHHor ;  Llic  rral  Iradcr  whh  Mr.  A.  Siica  'I'lioMjfli  tlic 
siiiisliiin'  ul"  ])i(is|Hrilv  Imil  risen  n|)')ii  tluin,  it  did  iwit  liisl,  ;  IVn;!! 
|S(I()  to  |S(!I  tlicrt-  wi'W  serious  divisioiis  in  (lie  |i!irty,  the  stron;^' 
and    KkilTuI    lunid    ol'    Mr.     Little    was    no    loimcr    felt,    iind    the    i;re;it 

l/iheial  |iiirtA'  lienan  to  Tall  to  iiieie.w.  Sheii 
iuid  Kent,  did  not  work  harnionionsly 
toe.  tJier.  Ill  |,S(i()  the  tisliern's  ])artiii!Iy 
I'lided,  tiiere  was  coiisetinent  distress,  and  a 
hi\isli  expenditure  ol'  relief  to  ahle-liodii  d 
))oor  ;  Mr.  Kent,  1  lieliexe,  wjis  opjiosed  to 
tliis  indiscriminate  e.\|ieiiiliture.  In  tiin 
Mutunin  of  |.S(i()  theic  w.'iH  a  s])ecial  se  sion 
ol'  tlie  Le^isliitnic  held  hefoi-e  ( !hristnins  ;  it 
was  soon  manifest-  to  outsiders  that  tliero 
was  w.ir  in  t.l;e  Lilierai  camii. 

A  serious   eonlliet,    luid    aiisen    eiirlii'r   in 

Mil'  year,  iietween  liishoj)    Mnl'ock    and    tlie 

administratifin,      which       eddied       ont       llie 

celeliraleil  jette'"  f,nvcn  lieiow.'      I  lis  lordshi]) 

and   Mr.  Jnslice  Little,  <ai   a   visit,  to    New   York,   had    virinully   madi'   a. 

contract   with   the  owners  of    the   steamer    VnUinn    to   inn    this   ve-s"! 


iio.N.  .iiiiiN  Kr;M. 
Itij  t'liiftht^hit. 


'     "  Tl>  tlll^   ('utlldlic    pc'llplc   of  tllL'    DIlU'CSl! 
ol'  SI.  .Idllll's. 

"  My  (lf!ir  |.fn|,lf,  .luiic,   IHCd. 

"  I  iiililri'ss  Mill  tills  h  Iter  im  :i  iiiiilli  r 
(if  \itiil  iiM|i<irlniirt'  to  mhii-  iiilcnsis,  iiiiil  I 
roii>lil(r  tliiit  iiiv  ii(l\<)(iiiy  of  cvci  vlliiii;; 
(Miiiui'cti'il  willi  llir  liii|ndvci!  (ill  of  llic 
ciiiiiitry  pivi's  nic  n  li^lit  lo  oiler  yon  [i  few 
« olds  of  ii(lvi<T.  Till'  ;:rciil  iiiiil  |iiiiii!iiolllil 
w:iiil  of  Nc«fiiiiiiill:iiiil  !■<  II  i'licilily  of  <'i:iii- 
iiiiiiiii'iitioii  liit«('i'ii  Uic  liipitiil  anil  till'  oiil- 
jiorls  ,  lis  loti).'  iiN  tl  1'  oiil|ioi  Is  iii'i'  Irft  isoliili  il, 
so  lollir  will  riliir:ilioli,  irlif^ioil.  Mini  I'ivili/ii 
lion,  lie  U'ft  ill  llii'  liM(k)iiomiil.  Ncwfoiiinl- 
ImikI  iiiiist  I'cii'.uin  ill  tliMl  stiili'  of  (hnUinss  lo 
whii'ti  lejcs  of  Imd  ^'omiiiimciiI  iiiivi'  rrdiucil 
il,  I  KoUninly  (li'cliiic  tliiit  willmiit  siciini 
roiiinriiiii'iitioii  llii'  |ii<i|il('  niii>l  ii'iniiin  poor. 
(Ic;;r.i(liil,  llMcl  ijjiioiiilil.  I'liiirl  liy  tlic 
iiiilifjiiiint  voirt'  of  llic  jiidpli',  lliosi'  wlioiii 
ion  tiiill  your  ri|iii'!'ciitiilivrs  pusscd  ii  Hill 
yninliii),'  *^;i.tMin  u  yinr  for  live  M'lirs  for 
(iiilporl  sti'iuii.  ll  iip|ii  iirs  tliiil  liy  a  ilislu  nest 
(inililili',  inti'liilril  to  ilctial  llii'  inojccl,  two 
^l(lllm'l■H  wiic  siini;.'f;lc  ll  ii.lo  llic  Hill  so  lis  to 
rriiilcr  till'  olI'iT  illiiMiiy,  in  phiiii  i'.iiglisli  ii 
tniMiliiijr. 

"  .\  lii'iiiilifiil  siraiiicr,  in  rvciy  way  mliipl- 
cil  for  llif  purpose.  eMtr!i;:eil  lo  do  llie  serviee 
IlOVtIl  aiiit   south    Mviee  a    iiioiilli,  \Mis    (itlered 


in  New  York  ;  I  visileil  the  HJiip  myself,  and 
if  nIii!  was  not  all  tlint  was  speialied,  tlie 
(•oMiract  eoiilil  lie  tenniiiated  at  three  iiioo'hs' 
notice.  .S|i(!  had  every  uceoiiiiuodallni  for 
passen<:eis  and  wiiillil  ha\e  done  niorc  to 
(lev  <liip  the  interests  of  the  owl  liarhoiirs  than 
all  the  llo.ises  of  ,\Hsenilil\  that  eteriiiil  on 
the  Island. 

"The  (ioverninent,  wlieii  tliey  flaw  the 
inatter  lirniij^hl  to  a  point,  refused  to  enita^^o 
her.  What  «as  intended  only  to  deliele  Ihi; 
p 'ciple  was  alioiit  to  ht'i'Dine  a  reality,  and  the 
eonirael  was  repiidialed.  How  does  ll  happen 
thill  an  ennrnioiiN  revenue,  wasted  In  provi   iii^x 

iM'less  plai-i's  for  .S7((/(' /)((«/ ,e:,v.  iMi  not  allord 
the  sniii  (if  i;;t,(MH)  a  year  for  oiitp'irt  ae- 
iiMiiinndation  ?  \ riw  liv  yiar  every  iniprove- 
ineiit  is  put  oil  for  want  of  ineiiis,  thoiic;h 
every  iiiDiMt  even  in  Newfoundland  p;\s  in 
tM\es  CI  a  heail.  Will  stniii;.;ers  lielievi^  that 
ill  a    llritisli  (  olony  the  shin-  town  id   l''<<i'liinn 

Il.iy  is  in  reality  further  from  lis  than 
( '.nslantiiKiple ';'  but  then  we  have  the  satis- 
I'aelion  of  scein;{  thonsaiids  iip'in  thoiisa'ids 
of  pomids  (listiihntcd  amon(;sl  our  ln-iml  lihf 
iijfiii(,!s.      \\f  pay  he  ,vy  taxes,  lii.t    jjel  eoni- 

p  natively  no  return;  almosi  all  coes  in 
salaries  and  p'eteiided  rom|)i'nsiilioiis,  and  I 
have  no  liesiiation  in  siiyinj;  that  th.'  '  nllee- 
tion  of  a  revenue  under  the  |(rcsei.l  sysieni  is 
nolhiM//   lull   Ic/iilhiil  lolilnri/.      I  am    a«are 


it'ik)       r  '  *. 
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twix'  a  month  north  and  south.  An  A'-t  had  Ix^on  passed  grantin<f 
£.S,0>lO  a  year  for  local  sttiam,  find  the  bishop,'  a  most  vii,r()nnu;  supporter 
of  improved  communicat'ons  both  by  stoam  and  telegraph,  was  terribly 
wroth  when  his  own  particular  Government  refused  to  recognise  liis 
authority  to  connnit  thcin  to  a  contract ;  when  his  lordship  found  that 
the  Govennneiit  Hinily  refused  to  charter  the  Vidi.rhi.,  he  dem  \niced 
^Ir.  Kent's  administration  in  this 
scathing  epistle.  ""  '"■'  ■"- 

x/y  year  tint  marked  the 
publicatio;'.  of  Bisho})  l\Iullock"s 
letter  is  also  distinguished  in  our 
antuds  |iy  the  arrival  of  His  Uouil 
Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  on 
his  way  to  Canad  i  and  the  Unite<l 
States,  The  visjf,  whii'h  lasted 
from  the  22 nd  to  the  25th  July 
lS(iO,  was  a  complete  success ;  the 
town  was  given  u])  to  fe^tivity 
ami  rejoicing,  the  young  heir 
a]>[iarenb  won  all  hearts  liy  h's 
grace  and  courtesy.  We  ilid 
honour  to  our  tutu)'e  sovereign 
by  ;i  grand  ball,  a  ri'gatta,  a 
rex  lew,  and  tlie  gift  of  a  flug- 
from  the  breed  of  the  celebi-ated 
L'at     Sixllivan.        Much      of       the 

su'cess  of  the  Prince's  visit  was  due  '■.n  Sii'  Alexander  and  Lady 
Baniierman,  tlie  Duke;  of  Newcastle's  tact,  and  the  geniality  and  retiued 
c  )urtesy  of  old  Earl  St.  (Jermaiiis,  the  excellent  management  of  (.Jenerul 
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that  my  rnine  has  liccn  made  use  of  to  piop 
II])  tile  siippiirters  of  this  system,  but  I 
c'lii-iider  it  (Uu'  to  myself,  ar.d  to  tliose  whom- 
iiitiivsts  I  advocate,  to  repudiate  any  eon- 
iiexiou  with  a  pnify  who  tal:e  eare  of  them- 
selves, hut  do  iiothiii;;  tor  the  jienph'.  This 
is  uot  a  political  or  a  religious  (pu'stion.  it  is 
one  of  civilization,  in  wliieh  Catliolies  and 
I'loteslaiits,  priests  ami  ministers,  are  tTially 
iiiteti'sted." 

'  Neufoimdiand  owes  a  deep  deUt  of 
gratitude  to  l)r.  Mullock  ;  he  was  not  only  the 
aLli\e,  earnest  promoter  of  steam  comnuiniea- 
lioii,  both  local  aail  transatlintie.  for  the 
('(I'oiiy,  he  was  the  first  to  advocate  a  rail- 
way til  Harbour  (irace  and  teii'i;raiihic  com- 
niiinie.ition.  The  sleainer  IVc/ocVf,  ( '.iplaiii 
('ulwovlli,  eventually  iiiaufrur.ited  local  steam 
coiniiuiiiicatiou    nortli     and    soiilli  ;    she    was 


utterly  unfitted  to  the  service;  in  September 
ISfil  -he  completely  broke  down,  and  had  to 
return  to  Ne«  Yolk.  In  ISli;!,  the  S.is.  Aiiil 
mas  pat  on  the  route  north  and  south,  by  her 
ownir,  Hon.  Taptiiin  (  learv  ;  under  her  m(l^t 
careful  eomuianib  r.  IIa)X;in,  she  did  excellent 
nork,  until  she  was  finally  replaced  by  the 
s'eaiuers  Ti'j<r  and  Li'njKird.  In  1S7T  tho 
l^iirliir  and  I'larrr  bcf^.iu  a  very  etticicnt 
service.  In  1  8S8  the  fine  steamers  I'oliiiiticr 
an<l  (^oiisiripl  of  the  Coastal  Steamships 
r«>m|iaiiy  iici'.'ormed  the  work.  These  splendid 
ho  Its  were  a  vast  iinproveiuent  on  the  former 
e.iasi.il  stcamets. 

■-'  This  dog,  "  rabo!,"  was  afterwards  tho 
Rubjcct  of  an  amiisiiiu:  Ian  suit.  Cahit  was 
a  \>iy  Hue  animal,  and  Sullivan  eharf^ed  a 
riiyal  price  for  him,  which  the  eoininitteo 
thoU"lit  cviirbitaiit. 
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Bruce,  tlie  Prince's  Goverirrir,  and  the  popular  pjay  yoiuig  Captains  Grey 
anti  Tet'sdale,  the  liero  of  Kars.  All  went  merry  a.s  a  niariin^u  bell 
(luriiijf  the  three  lovely  summer  clays  of  the  Prince's  stay  amount  us; 
one  and  all  did  their  best  to  make  the  anspicioiis  (Ktcasion  a  truly  joyous 
time  ;  our  volunteer  turn-out  and  review  was  a  ^icat  success. 

The  ^tpring  session  of  18UI  was  marked  with  more  dissensions  in 
the  Government  ranks  about  poor  relief.^  An  injudicious  utterance  of 
the  Premier  brought  matters  to  a  cliuiax ;  the  strife  in  tl.e  ])arty  was  so 
keen  that  there  would  have  been  a  split  ever  if  this  untoward  event 
had  not  hapjtened.  Mr.  Kent,  in  his  place  ir  the  House  of  Assembly', 
openly  accused  Sir  Alexan<ler  B.iimerman  of  conspiracy  with  the  judjLfos,- 
Ihe  lawyers,  and  the  minority  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  to  defeat  the 

Government  Bill  tixin^f  the  value  to  be  given 
to  sterling  money  in  the  piiyment  of  official 
salaries.  This  accu.sation  ai)peared  ir  the 
newspapers.  The  Governor  wrote  to  the 
Colonial  Secretary  asking  for  an  ex|t]ana- 
tion;  Ml'.  Kent  replied  that  he  did  not  c(m- 
sider  himself  called  upon  to  give  an  account 
of  his  utterances  as  a  member  of  tiie  Legis- 
lature to  His  Exeellencv-'  Innnediately  on 
r-ceiving  this  conmuniication,  Sir  Alexander 
disuiissed  his  ministry  and  called  upon  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  Mr.  Hoyles,  to  foi-m 
a  new  administration.  Mr.  Hoyles  ,S(dected 
his  (Jovernmetit,  and  announced  its  forma- 
tion to  the  As,send)ly. 
The  House  was  immediately  dissolved,  and  a  general  election  took 
place  in  April  IbCJl.*     Theie  was  no  contest  in  Burin,  and  no  conflict  or 
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'  nisliop  Mulloclv  wrote  an  indifrri'int 
letter  iilMHit  the  distribution  of  poor  ri'liet'. 
Mr.  Kent  tried  lionestl.v  to  curtail  and  regu- 
late tlie  expenditure.  He  found  a  conspiracy 
against  him,  lieaded  bv  Mr.  Shea.  Mr.  P. 
Nowlan  brought  iu  a  resolution  "  that  any 
regulation.s  made  on  the  subject  of  poor  relief 
shouhl  not  ignore  the  just  influences  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people."  Mr.  Kent 
declared  he  "  was  attacked  by  a  miserable 
faction  who  sought  his  political  destruction  ; 
a  set  of  frozen  serpents,  which  having  been 
warmeil  into  life  bad  stun^'  the  breast  which 
gave  it  vitality.  There  was  ro  doubt  a  Judas 
at  the  bottom  of  all  these  jiroccedings  .  .  . 
it  was  well  known  who  was  the  person 
behind  the  scenes,  some  designing,  cozening, 
cunning  rogue  who  for  ambition  or  vindictive 
purposes  had  devised  this  treason  against  the 
liovernnient." 


-  Judge  Hobinson  IukI  always  contended 
that  sti'rliuy  could  only  mean  Jirilish  sterling. 
I.e.,  dollars  at  is.  'id.  It  had  been  the 
I)ractice  to  use  two  sterlings,  one  a  colonial 
sterling  dollar  at  ts.  4.7.  and  another,  desig- 
nated as  British  sterling,  at  -l.«.  2(/.  Judge 
Robinson  petitioned  the  House  against  the 
pa>sage  of  this  Hill,  urging  his  claim  to  be 
paid  his  official  salary  in  British  sterling. 

•'  In  a  debate  on  this  question,  Mr.  Iloylea 
stated  that  Mr.  Kent  had  not  consulted  his 
colleagues  before  replying  to  the  Governor. 
Mr.  Hogseft  contradicted  him ;  "  He  con- 
sulted me,"'  said  the  ex-Attorney-General. 
"  Then  if  lie  consulted  you,"  replied 
Mr.  Hoyles,  "he  would  be  sure  to  put  his 
foot  iu  it." 

*  L'or  the  result  of  the  election,  see 
p.  064. 
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riot,  except  in  the  districts  of  St.  John's,  Harhour  (Iraco,  ami  Harbour 
Main.  The  result  completely  clianifLMi  the  position  of  jKilitii-al  ])arties. 
There  was  a  .serious  disturbance  in  Harbour  Main  bc'twt'cn  the  rival 
Catholic  candidates,  HoL^sett  and  Furey,  on  one  side,  Nowlaii  and  Byrne 
on  the  other.  The  attempt  to  invade  Cats  Cove  (now  tloncHption 
Haibour)  with  a  stronj;-  Harbour  Ma'n  continj^ent  caused  terrible 
bitterne.ss,  the  death  of  one  man,  and  the  looting  and  destruction  of 
property.  After  a  protracted  contest  before  the  election  connnittee, 
Nowlan  and  Byrne  were  sul>se([uently  declartMl  duly  elfcteil. 

On  the  i;ith  of  May  l«()l,  the  (Jovernoi-  opened  the  new  House  of 
Assembly,  His  Excellency  was  hooted,  and  a  violent  mob  surrounded 
the  Colonial  Buildinjf  and  attempted  to  break  thri)U^h  the  doors. ^ 
Me-srs.  Ho^.sctt  and  Furey,  who  claimed  to  be  elected -for  Harbour  Main 
on  a  certificate  from  the  reluming  ofHeer,  which  it  was  afterwards 
stated  was  obtained  by  intimidation,  took  their  .seats  in  tlie  House. 
They  were  ordered  to  withdraw  from  the  Assendily  ;  they  refused ; 
Mr.  Hoffsett  was  then  removed  by  the  police,  and  Mr.  Furey  followed. 

Later  on  the  same  day,  there  was  a  serious  riot  in  St.  Jnhn's  ;  a 
mob  broke  into  the  premises  of  Messrs.  Nowlan  and  Kitchen  (relatives 
of  Mr.  P.  Nowlan,  the  mend)er  for  Harbour  Main\  on  Water  Street. 
The  soldiers  were  onlered  out,  Col.  G)'ant  and  Ju<l^e  Little  and  Father 
Jeremiah  O'Dimnell  did  all  in  their  power  to  calm  the  violence  of  the 
mob  and  to  pensuade  them  to  retire;  the  ma<i^istrate  read  tiie  R'ot  Act, 
but  all  to  no  purpo.se  ;  stones  were  thrown  at  the  military,  an  attcnnpt 
was  made  to  drag  Colonel  Gi-ant  from  his  horse.  Fmsdly,  it  is  alleged, 
a  shot  wa.s  fired  at  the  soldiers,  and  reluctantly  the  comnuiiider 
was  then   compelled   to  give  the  order  to  fire.-      Three   people    were 


'  I  remember  Icoking  at  the  mob  from 
the  windows  of  tlie  Uou^e  of  Assembly.  A 
crowd  tried  to  lireaic  in  at  tiie  lower  western 
door  ;  a  tall  Irishman,  whose  name  was  never 
known,  pnt  his  back  against  tliu  door  and 
defended  it  against  the  whole  excited  rubl)le. 

-  It  is  but  fair  on  this  question  to  place 
side  by  side  with  my  own  views  ihe  arguments 
put  forward  on  the  Libi  "il  side.  They  con- 
tend that  tlie  Governor  should  not  have 
dismissed  liis  Ministry  for  the  act  of  one 
member;  that  it  was  unlawful  to  exelnde 
Hogsett  and  Furey  from  tlie  House  of 
Assembly;  that  the  police  force  and  special 
constiibles  should  have  been  use<l  to  stop  the 
riot — to  ad  wlio  were  present  at  the  meli'c  of 
13th  May  this  idea  of  the  police  maintaining 
order  is  simply  absurd  ;  in  presence  of  such  a 
mob  the  small  police  force  of  that  day  were 
utterly  powerless.  A  review  of  the  wlmle 
evid'juce  given  on  the  inquest  clearly  ex- 
onerated the  authorities  from  all  blame  ;  there 
is  uot  a   shadow   of  a  case    against  either 


>tr.  Carter  or  Mr.  ^enn^tt,  the  magistrates. 
The  behaviour  of  Col.  (iiant  was  most  for- 
bearing ;  for  nearly  two  hours  he  endeavoured 
to  make  the  mob  retire  peaceably.  The 
jVfir/'oiindldnder  that  altaeked  .Mr.  Hoyles 
and  the  Governor  so  bitterly  on  this  subject, 
made  the  same  attack  on  the  (iovernmeut 
about  the  Harbour  (irace  election.  Wiiat 
was  the  result  there  when  order  was  restored 
and  the  election  fairly  conducled?  Both 
Messrs.  Ilayward  and  Moore  were  returni^d 
by  double  the  number  of  votes  received  by 
I'rendergast. 

No  one  can  doubt  now  that  Sir  Alexander 
was  fully  justified  in  dismissing  the  L'remier 
and  hi>  .Ministry  when  he  made  su -li  a  ehar;;e 
against  the  (jiieen's  Representative,  and  re- 
fii8t-d  to  withilraw  or  apologise.  Hon.  T. 
Talbot,  sheritT  (t\vi  Protector  of  the  District 
Judges),  an  eminent  and  devout  (Jatholic, 
says,  in  his  short  History  of  the  Colony: 
"  Xo  Governor  fit  for  his  position  would  have 
taken  any  other  course  than  the  oue  adopted 
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killed  and  twenty  wouniled  ;  amongst  the  iiijnrcil  was  tlie  estinialtle 
Father  O'Dimnell,  i\>v  whom  gvoat  .symi>athy  was  expre>S"d  among 
nil  classes. 

The  whole  troulilo  was  due  to  the  turbulence  of  tlic  defeated  candidate 
Ho^'sctt  and  the  violence  of  a  few  rowdies.  The  uid'ortunate  riot  in 
St.  John's  was  the  direct  oiitcoine  of  the  Harbour  Main  election.  lM»r  a 
time  it    !ii)peared   like   an    orj^anised    att('mj)t  to   make    |iarliiinieiitary 

government  imp()s.sil»le ;  thanks,  however,  to  tiie 
exertions  of  Bishop  Mullock  and  his  cleri^'y,  and 
the  general  good  sense  of  the  community,  order 
wa-i  comph^tely  restoi'ed.  The  next  day  the  town 
was  as  (|uiet  as  u-<ual ;  Colonel  CJrant  walked  up 
through  the  city  alone  with  his  cane  and  a  little 
dog  to  attenil  at  th<^  inquest.  It  was  fortunate 
for  us  at  this  stage  of  our  histoiy  that  tlu^  reins 
of  government  were  in  the  Iiands  of  one  who, 
in  this  terrible  crisis,  showi  d  a  tininiess,  and  cool, 
undaunteil  courage  thiit  won  the  adiniratiim  of 
his  fiercest  opponents.  Sir  Hugh  Iloyles,  the 
leader  of  the  new  Government,  and,  we  may  say,  tlie  whole  Administra- 
tion rolled  into  one,  soon  after  LSfil,  \\hen  the  angry  ]ia,ssi(ai  of  this  evil 
time  subsided,  became  not  only  the  most  respectiMl,  liut  tiie  most  i)0[  ular, 
man  in  the  Colony,  beloved  by  all  classes.' 
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Vy  Sir  Alexnndcr  Bannennan."  Aftor  all, 
the  best  answer  to  all  ol'jc-i'tioiis  made  asrainst 
both  tlie  (ioviTiior  and  Mr.  Iloyli";  is  the 
nsiilt  of  tin-  apiieal  to  the  constituencies; 
ulien  the  elci'tioiis  were  fairly  conducied 
a  flood  workini;  majority  of  their  own  party, 
over  and  above  their  Catholic  allies,  was 
obtained  to  sustain  tlieir  action. 

'  ThK  ]tl()>  OF  18f.l. 
Newfoundlander,  May  14th,  IRf.l. 
"  The  military  should  never  be  called  out, 
and  never  are  called  oat,  where  jirudenee  and 
fTooil  order  i>revail,  luitil  the  civil  powers  of 
ie|ression  have  been  proved  insulbcient, 
and  this  was  notoriously  not  the  case  here, 
ior  the  means  of  increiisin;^  them  to  I'tficicney 
in  the  way  W(.  sufiizesf,  had  been  ne;.'lected. 
"Well,  what  iniirht  have  been  anticipated 
fallowed;  the  piesenceof  the  troops  ''xci'.ed 
inew  the  fury  of  some  of  the  townspeople. 
'I'hose  who  bad  been  before  then  dispersiufr 
bejiau  to  collect  afiaiii ;  stones  were  thrown  at 
the  soldiers;  Colonel  Grant  was  insulted  and 
struck  ;  provocation  followed  provocation, 
and  the  order  wi>s  jriven  to  lire.  Then  came 
that  terriKe  discliarpfe  which  yet  tlu'ills  with 
horrcr  every  soul  who  heard  it,  thnt  sound 
which   told   of  slaui'liter  to  tJe  iiii.ocent  and 


guilty,  perhaps  to  the  innocent  alone,  as  the 
blow  mifflit  chance  to  fall  ;  and  then  was  the 
air  rent  with  such  shrieks  as  the  sudden  and. 
awful  sense  of  ihe  death  sunnuons  can  alone 
])roduce.  Seven  shots  t(]|d,  thn  e  of  theiii 
mortally;  one  man.  named  Clitl'ord,  an  aired 
widow's  only  son  and  suppoit,  died  on  the 
instant.  The  two  others,  Hunt  and  Fitz- 
I'atrick,  liufrered  but  a  short  time  ;  the  latter 
was  on  ehlirly  invalid,  wiei  had  only  the  dav 
before  comi,'  out  of  the  hospital,  and  thou;;h. 
unhappily  for  the  jioor  fellow,  niaUiuij  one  of 
the  crowd,  (piite  incapable  of  n.ischief,  both 
ironi  aj^eand  infirmity.  Amonfist  thewounded, 
we  iiritve  to  say,  was  the  liev.  .Jeremiah 
O'Donntll,  one  of  the  most  esteemed  and 
loved  priest  in  the  island.  I'i.vhausted  from 
his  previous  labours  of  the  day,  he  called  a 
resiiectable  num. named  I'alrick  .Mirick,  whom 
he  saw  in  tlie  crowd,  anil  took  him  to  lean  on 
and  help  him  tliroujih,  while  he  entreated  and 
implored  them,  for  the  love  of  Co<l.  to  keep 
the  |ieacu  and  retire  to  their  iHimes.  While 
thus  eiifiafieil  in  the  divine  work  of  peace, 
this  most  amiable  ii.nd  worthy  priest  received 
a  shoi  which  jiassed  throi'frh  his  ankle.  He 
was  taken  into  a  neijzhbourlnj;  house  for  a 
while,  and  then,  in  a  inu-t  painful  and  pros- 
trate couilition,  carried  home  on  a  bed  ;  poor 
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Out  1)1"  evil  soiDctiincM  conies  jj.iod  ;  the  diroct  ri'sultof  nil  this  riittiiif,' 
mill  \iiilciirc,  all  this  stiinii  of  vioU'ut  |iiirti.siu'shii)  u-id  sfctiirian  stiitV, 
was  ti)  put  an  end  for  t^ver  t)  rili(^i(ms  ascendency  on  bntli  sidcM.  After 
a  short  respite,  it  liccame  tin-  sett  led  rule  in  the  t'ornrition  of  our 
ff  iveninient  that  all  relij^ious  parties  slionM  he  fairly  represented  in  the 
atrun;^'enient  of  an  ailniinistVation  and  in  the  d  .strihntion  of  ollices.  As 
a  direct  result,  sectarianism  in  politics,  bif^'otry,  and  intolerance,  have 
year  hy  year  diminished. 

'Hie  year  IMII  witnesst'd  the  cnniinoncenient  ftf  tlie  gi'eat  civil  war 
h  tween  the  Xnrth  and  South  :  many  of  the  hlockade  runners  madi' 
St.  John's  a  port  of  call  on  theii'  way  to  ami  from  the  Soutlierii  States. 

'I'he  followin<f  year,  }>^i)'2,  will  always  ho  rememhcreil  as  "  the  sjirintr 
of  the  Poli/iiiti  and  Ganii>i>ril(i>i;ii,"  two  Dunde-  whalers  that  weiv  sent 
out  to  pros'.'cute  the  .sea!  tis!;erv.  Within  the  memory  of  man  then'  h  is 
never  l)e(>n  such  an  ice  hlockade  :  for  weeks  and  weeks  it  hicw  a 
"  solid  "  noi'th-<'ister  ;  th^  seiliiii;' .steamers  did  not  take  a  seal.  1  he  ill 
wind,  however,    blew    wealth    utitolil    into    (Ireen    l»ay  ;  all    ah'Ug  our 


Mirick,  who  was  with  liliii,  'vas  shot  in  tho 
thijrh,  and,  uf  coiirsf.  vi-rv  sitkimsIv  iiijiiroil. 
WliL'ii  till'  ahiriii  ran;;'  tlu'oiiffh  tlic  cio'vil  that 
thi'  \^r\v-\  had  ln'i'ii  s)i(it  down,  tht-ir  slrnn^rf.'-t 
t''MdiM;.'s  were  iiroiiscd  (o  a  di'j.'rt'i',  sciniinj^dv, 
l)cvond  all  control,  and  iidiniatcd  diMiiands 
fur  vf:'pianci'  wcru  licard  in  cvitv  direction. 
At  tliihi  critical  juncture  came  a::ain  tin,"  nuxt 
pr.ii.*cworthv  services  of  titc  Catholic  cler;ry 
a  id  Jildjit.'  Little.  They  |)Ositivel_v  left  no 
II  caiK  nncni])Io_ve(l  to  restrain  the  people,  ami 
h:i  1  they  done  less  than  they  did,  we  arc 
assured  hy  uudoiihtcd  eye-wifntsses  that 
direful  retaliation  woidd  have  followed.  The 
jiiil;;c,  at  imiuiiu'iit  peril  to  his  life  from  stones 
on  the  one  hand  and  musket  halis  on  the 
other,  rushed  into  the  niidille  of  the  ineh'e. 
H(?  calli'.l  u]ion  the  ina^rislratc,  ^lr.  lieiinclt, 
to  retire  the  troops  for  the  safety  of  the  town. 
Mr.  Hennctt  deciined.  The  .judire  then 
a.-sertcd  his  own  superior  authority,  and 
assured  (  cilontd  (irant  of  peace  if  he  would 
withdraw  his  soldiers.  This  a>~urance  was 
stroii;;ly  endorsed  hy  Crockwell,  .).]'.,  who 
came  up  a*  the  moment,  and  with  wise  and 
cool  discerinncnt  saw  and  declared  the  judjic's 
j.roposed  course  t.i  he  the  right  one  in  all 
r.spccts.  The  Colonel  at  once  consente<l, 
vitli  an  expression  of  deep  rejrret  for  what 
ha<l  taken  place,  and  leiiuestcd  Ihe  .judge  to 
accompany  him  and  his  men  to  har.-acks, 
vhich  was  aceordiiiLrly  done.  Meanwhile, 
hetween  eight  ami  n"ne  o'clock,  the  powerful 
fnmmons  of  tho  cathedral  hells  hade  tlic 
terrified  and  enrafred  nndt'tuile  repair  from 
amidst  scenes  of  crime  and  blood  to  the  House 
of  (iod,  there  to  hear  the  voice  of  their  idiief 
pastor.     The  thoroughfares  btgan  at  once  to 


pm|)ty  themselves  in  that  direi  tion,  and  in  a 
(ew  miinites  a  \ast  mullitinle  had  asseinhled 
within  Ihe  cathedral.  'I'he  !{ight  Itev. 
Dr.  Mullock  appeared  <m  the  altar  in  l>iiiiti- 
ficals,  and.  «illi  heartfilt  and  meting  suppli- 
cations, conjured  the  people  to  he  calm,  to 
keep  the  peace,  and  to  go  to  their  homes, 
lie  then  presiiited  to  them  the  (  halice  I'on- 
taining  the  .Most  Holy  Saeiaineiit,  and  exacted 
a  ]M(nnise  from  ail  present  tli.it,  for  the 
hoiKuir  of  the  Hiviiie  I'reseiiei ,  they  would 
(hey  his  instructions,  and  endeavour  to  indiieo 
all  wilhin  their  intlueuce  to  do  the  same. 
Soon  after  this  all  externally  was  restored  to 
tiMii(|uillity,  and  no  disiurhancc  or  hrcach  of 
the  peace  took  ]>lace  in  the  iiiglit.  His 
l.ordsliip,  (ill  the  folio iving  evening,  repeated 
his  exhortation  to  peace,  and  \  itli  siuh 
excellent  ert'ect  that,  lliank  (iod,  all  is  w(dl  up 
to  the  time  we  write.  The  present  is  not  the 
iiKuneiit  for  rceriminaiioii  or  for  any  other 
ivords  than  those  which  may  tend,  with 
Heaven's  hel[),  to  soften  down  ]iassion  stimu- 
lated to  matliiess. 

"  .\t  a  more  fiiting  period  respon'-ihilily 
for  the  present  slate  of  llie  ivinmuiiity  will 
ihuihtlef'S  hi'  fised  upon  its  causes  and  acces- 
sories, lint  now  the  iminediale  and  paramount 
duty  of  all  is  to  strain  every  nerve  for  tho 
coni-crvatii  n  of  peace  and  order,  and  to  avoid, 
as  far  as  ]iossiide,  every  suhject  or  proce((ling 
calculated  to  fVeshen  or  keep  alive  the  hitter 
aching  memories  of  those  events  we  liave 
endeavoured  to  describe.  A\'e  are  ha|ipy  to 
be  enabled  to  add  that  [•'ather  ( I'ljonnell,  for 
whom  sncli  universal  sympathy  exist?,  is 
satisfact(UMly  recovering  from  the  elTccts  of 
his  accident." 
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nortliprn  coash  tlie   catch  of  seals  by  shore  men  was  the  Ifirgest    on 

recoi'd ;  £25,000  was  made  l)y  one  tinn,  Muir  and   Diider,  out  of  this 

remarkable  windfall.  The  cod  fishery  of 
this  year  was  a  partial,  and  the  ship  seal 
fishery  almost  a  complete  failure  *  —  the 
worst  season  sinCe  1845 — the  whole  export 
of  seal  skins  amounting  oidy  to  two 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand. 

In  the  following  year  Sir  Alexander 
Banjieiiuan  "^  resigned  his  Governoi ship  ;  he 
was  a  man  well  stricken  in  years,  and  died 
in  the  year  following  his  retirement  from 
Newfoundland.  He  will  long  be  honoured 
in  our  tuemories  as  an  honest,  straightfor- 
w.ird  administrator  ;  a  genial,  kindly,  liberal 
old  Scotchman,  with  a  dry,  pawky  humour, 
essentially  Abcrdonian.    I  ilo  not  remember 

that  he   had   any  pri'judice    in   the  world   except  against  the   (.}al\vay 

line. 

The  early  spring  of  this  year  was  marked  with  the  terrible  shipwreck 

of  the  S.S.  Amjlo-Hidxoii  at  Clam  Cuve  on  27th,  accompanied  with  great 


sill    \.   IIANNEKMA.N. 

From  an  olil  pnrtrait. 


'  The  season  of  1862  was  un])rL'i'fd('iife(l  ; 
ftii'  Hftv-two  (la_v8  the  wind  was  inshore,  X.K. 
to  K.X.K.,  and  for  more  f'.  mi  two  niontiis  not 
u.  diop  oi  rain  fell.  The  papers  of  the  dav 
s'leak  of  the  eerlain  decline  of  the  seal  fishery. 
Tliey  attribute  the  losse'.  made  in  this  industry 
to  the  lar^^e  sl/e  and  expense  of  the  more 
modern  vessels.  The  yvwfimmUandi'r,  of 
7tli  .Vpril,  \»(yi,  says:  — 

"  New  eapitjil  will  eertainly  not  be  invested 
to  any  amount  in  the  costly  ships  that  have 
lieen  in  vo^ue.  of  late  years,  and  it  looks  as 
thoMfrh  the  ehoice  will  lie  between  the  vessels 
of  the  olden  time  and  serew  steaniens.  We 
think,  whether  we  will  or  no,  the  trade  will 
eome  to  be  earriedim  bv  naeans  of  steamers. 
Their  fadure  in  the  present  year  [I'oli/iiia  and 
i.'iiiiiperiloum^,  when  all  iiave  failed  from 
eanses  without  jirecedent,  and  beyonil  all 
human  contnd,  will,  perha,»s,  not  deter  the 
same  parties  from  anothe''  attetu|it  ;  and 
should  the  adventure  suceeed,  we  nnist  go  to 
work  with  all  the  same  means,  or  be  content 
to  abandon  the  en;erprise  altogether.'' 

Lettkr  khom  Caitain  K.  White  to 
Juu  KitoH,  6th  April  1862. 

Kranthea  at  !Sea. 

After  referring  to  the  wind,  N.N.K.  and 
E.N.K.,  and  Rea,  he  says  : — 

"  \»  to  losses,  I  am  afraid  the  number 
will  be  fearful.    1  have  seen  some  six  or  eight 


jfo  down  the  last  few  days,  among  which  are 
the  Kmilii  Tuhin.  Melrose,  and  xhc  Miminrft, 
besides  several  others  I  cannot  name.  Wliile 
1  am  writing  there  is  so  much  sea,  an<l  the  ice 
is  so  heavy,  that  I  cannot  tell  the  minute  the 
sides  of  my  vessel  will  be  driven  in.  1  have 
driven  from  the  Funks  since  the  'J8th  ult. 
lightly  jammed.  We  are  now  off  (.'ape 
St.  Francis  and  expect  to  drive  to  Cape  Hace 

before  gettin;;  clear The  young  harps 

are  all  in  Green  Hay  and  White  Hay,  the 
vessels  eannol  enter  more  than  half  a  mile  in 
the  jam  of  ice,  and  then  they  subject  them- 
selves to  damage  and  loss  from  the  fearful 
sea."  The  spring  of  1894  very  much 
resembled  this  extrao'dinary  season. 

-  Sir  Alexander  KannernuiD,  Kut.,  boru 
178;!,  died  1864,  a  cousin  of  the  baronet  of 
that  name,  was  for  many  years  an  extensive 
f  hl|)owner,  merchant  anil  banker  of  Aberdeen, 
and  .M.r.  for  Aberdeen  in  the  Liberal  interest 
from  18;t2  to  1847.  He  was  elected  Dean  of 
the  Faculty  in  Marischal  College,  Aberdeen, 
and  appointed,  by  Lord  .Melbourne,  Commis- 
sioner of  (ireenwieh  Hospital;  knighted  in 
18.JI  on  his  appointment  as  Governor  of 
Prince  Edward's  Island,  thence  to  llahamus 
in  18,")4,  Newfoundland  in  1857  to  1863. 
I^ady  Hannerman.  nee  Margaret  Gordon,  sur- 
vived her  husbai\d  sevenil  years  ;  she  was  an 
intimate  friend  of  the  grei>t  General  Gordon, 
and  the  celebrated  Margaret  beloved  by 
Thomas  Carlyle. 


I  ' 


.,jr'i 


-P 


oLALlNL.     Vl.oULLo     i.i..iV  I ;;  I,     .,1.    JOllN:i,     iM.irtli    i:.t.    iSbj. 


St 


I! 


-A     ''i 


..l.Al.Ir.i 


ir 


J »' 


111 


"I 

M 


1 1''!'' 


'm 


if  B  i 


STEAMERS  AT  THE  SEAL  FISHERY. 


493 


WALTER  aniKVE. 


loss  of  life.     The  stea'ner  Bloodhound,  belonging  to  Baine,  Johnston 

&  Co.,  commanded   by  the  late  Captivin  Alexanrler  Graham,  and   the 

Wolf,  belonging  to  Walter  Grieve  &  Co.,  William 

Kean    master,    inaugurated     the    employment    of 

steam  in   the   seal    fishery.       The    first     attempt 

was     a     comparative    failure  ;      the    Bloodhound 

arrived,    22nd    April,    with    tlu'ee    thousand,    and 

the    Wolf,   with   thirteen   hundred    seals,    on    the 

28th.» 

A  limited  supply  of  water   wjis    provided    for 

St.    John's    by    the    water   company   instituted    in 

1848.     The  flow  was  derived  from  Geoi'ge's  Pond, 

Signal  Hill,  and  wa.s  found   very  beneficial ;  later 

on   there  was   a  demand  for   a   larger  and    fuller     ^u  ■''toffott,  RiMurgh. 

frnpYAy.        In     1863     the     town     was    at     length 

furnished  with   an  almost  unlimited  quantity  of  water   from   Winsor 

Lake,    by   the    General    Water    Company.      A    great    blunder    was 

made    in    the    engineering    by   an    official    whom    the    company    l\ad 

distinctly   refused   to   employ.     Sir   A.    Shea  and  the  other   directors 

weakly  gave  way,  and  the  works  cost  the 
Colony  about  3120,000  more  than  they 
should  have  done.  However,  we  cannot 
grumble;  '  j  supply  of  pure  water  is 
simply  iuvaluable,  and,  if  properly 
managed,  it  offers  a  complete  ]>rotection 
against  fire.  No  town  in  the  worM 
has  such  a  water  supjih'  as  St.  John's, 
in  proportion  to  its  pojiulation.  TIk; 
natural  pressure  is  sufficient  to  reach  the 
highest  points  in  the  city.  The  supply  is 
beautifully  soft,  clear,  cool,  and  absnlutely 
puie  drinking  water  ;  much  of  the 
success  of  the  water  company  is  due  to 
the  good  management  of  our  veteran 
sportsman,  John  Martin. 
During  the  interval  between  the  departure  of  Sir  Alexander  in  I80r{, 

and  the  arrival  of  Governor  Musgrave  in  1804,  Hon.  Lawrence  O'Brien, 


IIOX.  L.  O  BRIKS. 

From  an  olil  photograph. 


*  The  next  trip  of  the  SS.  Bloodhound  is  coiiunenioriitcd  in  a  local  pooin  :- 
"The  Mary  Joyce 
Is  stuck  in  the  ice, 

And  so  is  the  liUmdhound  too, 
Yoiinir  Hill  Uyan  li'ft  Terry  behind 
To  paddle  his  own  canoe." 
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811!   A.   MlSOli.W  K.   K. C.M.I*. 

llj)  Dttryea,  Adilaiile, 


President  of  the  Council,  ailniinistered  the  government  uith  dignity  and 

efficiency.     Duiing   the   four  years  of   Mr.    Musgrave's   tenure  of   tlie 

Governorship  there  were  great  clianges, 
I)rogress,  and  poverty.  Sir  Anthony  was 
an  amiable  and  painstaking  adminintnitor ; 
he  was  thought  a  great  deal  of  at  the 
Coloi.ial  Office  as  an  able  writer  of 
de.spatihes,  and  no  doubt  he  made  the  Home 
Government  believe  that  he  was  able  to 
carry  confederation  in  the  Colony ;  iis 
never,  however,  had  aiiy  real  power  or 
influence  in  Newfoundland.'  By  the  end 
of  18()4  Sir  Hugh  Hoyles'  health  had  so 
completely  failed  tliat  he  was  no  longer 
able  to  bear  the  heavy  burthen  of  his 
office  ;  lie  had  literally  worked  himself  to 
death's  di)or.      In    1.SG5    he    became    Chief 

Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  a  position  of  comparative  ease — as  a 

lawyer  Sir  Hugh  Wfis  unrivalled.     He  made  a  model  judge,  the  most 

painstaking,  able  and  impartial  administrator 

of  justice  that  ever  graced  the  bench  of  any 

British   colons' — an    indefatigable  worker,   he 

gave     no    complaints    for    the    law's    delays. 

His  decision  of  character,  his  amiable  manners, 

and  his  extreme  courtes}^  endeared  him  to  all. 

We  were  all  proud   of  Sir  Hugh  as  the  mo.st 

distinguished    Newfoundlander    of    our    day. 

The  leadership  of  the  party  naturally  fell  on 

the    shoulders   of   the    present   Chief  Justice. 

In     the     election    of    18G5      Sir     Fi'ederiek's 

Government     was     sustained      by     a     lurge 

majority. 

The    great  political  movement  of  the  time 

was     the    confederation     of     British     North 

America.     To  complete  the  union  our  Island  was  necessarily  included 

in    the    scheme :     Sir    Frederick    and    Sir    Ambrose   Shea    wtre   sent 

as  our  delegates  to   the  great   confederation  conference,  and  returned 


sill  r.  B.  T.  CAUIEI!,  K.C.M.O. 

Jiy  S.  II.  Parsons. 


'  Sir  Anthony  Musgrave,K.C.M.G.(1875) 
(C.M.G.  1871),  W118  Private  Secretary  to 
jlr.  Alackintosli  wiieii  (Jovemor-in-Chief  of 
the  Leewunl  I^IiiiuIh,  IS.'iO-Sl  i  entered  as 
student  at  the  Inner  Temple,  18.51  ;  appointed 
treasury  accountant    ut    Antigua,    1853 ;  re- 


sumed legal  studies  at  the  Temple  in  1853; 
ap|)Dinted  Colonial  Secretary  of  Antigua, 
February  \%h\  \  administrator  of  the  Colony 
of  Nevis,  October  I860;  Administrator  of 
(lovernment  of  St.  A'iueent,  April  1861; 
appointed  Lieutenaut-Uovernor  of  St.  Vin- 
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witli  a  draft  of  the  terms  on  whi.-h  we  might  become  iinitpd  with 
the  Dominio:i.  The  proposals  to  unite  our  destinies  with  Canada 
were  not  received  with  enthusiasm.  The  main  (luestion  wius  one  of 
terms ;  what  woukl  Canada  give  us  in  return  for  surrendering  our 
independence  ?  The  offer  fi'oin  the  Dominion  on  the  all-important 
subject  of  a  railwaj'  and  a  steam  ferry  has  hitherto  Ixjen  vague  and 
ui.'certain;  but  even  if  any  such  tangible  offer  had  been  made  before 
IcSGO,  looking  back  now  at  the  exeitc-d  condition  of  our  population  on 
tlie  subj(!ct,  I  very  much  doubt  if  any  tei'ms  would  have  been  accepted. 
The  anti-confederate  party  were  strong  in  tnindiers,  powerful  in  organi- 
sation, and  their  leader,  Mr.  Charles  Fox  Bennett,  showed  himself  a  most 
able  and  indefatigable  political  campaigner.  Tlis  awful  tales  that  werd 
told  about  taxation,  about  rannning  the  new-born  babes  down  Canadian 
cannon,  "  bleaching  their  bones  on  the  desert  sands  of  Canada,"  had  a 
tremendous  effect  on  the  simple  out-liarbour  people.  There  still  lingeis 
amongst  them  a  traditionary  remembrance  of  the  sufferings  their  fi)rr- 
fatheis  endured  from  the  French  Canadian  and  Indian  raids  uiade  in 
the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  century,  and  this  partly  accounts 
for  their  dread  of  Canada;  Irish  national  feeling,  their  hatred  of  the 
Union,  brought  about  by  fraud  and  l»'il>eiy,  was  also  appealed  to.  The 
result  was  an  overwhelming  defeat  fur  the  Confederate  party ;  thev  were 
simply  annihilated,  and  from  that  day  to  this  Confederation  has  never 
been  put  forward  before  the  country  as  a  practical  p;ditical  question.' 

Both  from  an  Imperial  and  Colonial  point,  the  union  of  the  British 
North  American  Colonies  is  a  eonsunnnation  devoutly  to  be  wished  : 
it  is  all  a  (juestirju  of  terms.  There  are,  however,  soma  obieofions  to 
union.  Since  the  death  of  the  great  Sir  John  A.  ItleDonald  theic  is  no 
statesman  in  Canada  strong  enough  to  guaiantee  us  such  terms  as  we 
would  accept.  There  are  also  great  drawbacks  in  Cana  'a's  protectionist 
tariff;  the  Dominion  is  a  fish  producer  and  not  a  fish  consumer:  our 
business  relations  and  our  future  market  lie  with  the  United  States  ; 
the  customers  and  consumers  of  our  inexhaustible  fisheries  are  the 
sixty-three  million  Americans.       Canada's  latest  move  on  the  Blaine 
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ci'iit,  May  1802;  Governor  of  Ncwfouiulland, 
April  18G4;  Governor  of  Hritish  Colunil>i;i, 
June  ISG'J;  Lientenanl-(tovernor  of  Natal, 
May  1872  ;  Governor  of  Houth  Australia, 
1873;  Governor  of  Jamaica,  1877;  (io- 
vernor  of  A'ictoria,  where  he  died.  He 
married  the  only  daughter  of  David  Dudley 
Field,  of  New  York.  Sir  Anthony  came  to 
this  Colony  with  the  full  assurance  of  carrying 
confi'dcration.  He  was  a  good  writer,  and  an 
amiahle  man,  who  made  few  enemies. 

"'  Our  modern  Newfoundland  legislatorg 
have    carcvd    fame    in    various    waytt.     t*iir 


\V.  V.  Whitewny  will  he  handed  down  to 
])osterity  as  the  introducer  and  .xueeissful 
jiiomoter  of  the  niilway ;  Sir  Robert 
Thorhurn  is  immortalized  hy  a  great  road 
—  the  Thorhurn  turnpike;  Mr.  (ioodridjre 
as  the  Hupert  of  debate  ;  Sir  James  Winter  for 
his  connexion  with  the  (.'liaiuberlaiD-Hluine 
Treaty  ;  Mr.  Murray  for  his  amusing  campai^rn 
literature  ;  but  all  these  celebrities  sink  into 
insignificance  compared  with  the  first  intro- 
ducer of  the  jiublie  grindstone,  where  every 
man  could  grind  his  own  axe  at  the  public 
expense,     tjkipper   Johq    Bartlett,    the   auti- 
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Bond  Convention  has  alienated  the  feelings  of  many  Newfoumllandors 

who  were  fonnorly  Cimfederates. 

Great  impetus  was  given  to  mining  by  the  operation  of  C.  F.  Bennett 

and  Smith  McKay  in  the  great  Tilt  Cove  Mine  ia  1864,  to-day  one  of 

the   finest   copper   deposits   in   the   Colony.     The 

geological  survey  was  C9njmenced   under  the  late 

Mr.    Alexr.   Murray,   C.M.G,,  in    1865,   continued 

by  his  able  successor,  Mr.  Jas.  Howley,  F.R.G.S. 

In     1866    the     telegraph   cable   wtis    successfully 

landed  in  Hearts  Content ;  in  August  the  end  of 

the   1865  cable  was  picked  up,  and  the  gulf  cable 

repaired  by  McKay  in  the  Bloodhomul.     1867  is 

noted  as  the  year  of  the  "  great  fishery  "  and  the 

great   Labrador   gale ;    the  destruction    of   boats, 

shipping,   and    stages   was   enormous.     The    large 

firms   had    most   of    their    losses   covered  by    in- 
surance ;  to   the  poor  settlers  and  small  planters 

it  was   a  terrible  calamity.     In  1868  a  vigorous 

effort  was  made  by  the  Carter  Government 
to  suppress  able-bodied  poor  relief;  it  was 
a  bold  move,  all  the  best  men  in  the  party 
supported  the  measure,  and  it  was  pre-emi- 
nently successful. 

Sir  Frederick's  administration  and  all 
his  party  were  overthrown  in  18(59,  and 
Mr.  Bennett  formed  an  administration, 
which  in  its  turn  was  again  defeated  in 
1873,  through  the  defection  of  three  of  its 
supporters.  Mr.  Bennett's  tenuie  of  oflSce 
corresponded  with  the  Governorship  of  Sir 
Stephen  Hill,  K.C.M.G.  In  July  18G0,  direct 
steam  to  England  by  the  Allan  Line  was 
permanently    established.     Vessels    of    the 

same   line   had    been    making   calls    each  year  since    the   S.S.   North 

American  first  came  to  St.  John's  in  January  1862. 

The  Bennett  Government  was  a  most  able  and  progressive  adminis- 
tration.    The  Premier  had  always  been  an  indefatigable  promoter  of 
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confederate  member  for  Brigus,  was  the 
prime  mover  in  this  great  public  improve- 
ment—a most  popular  move.  Besides  the 
p\iblic  grindstone  at  Brigus,  there  are  sub- 
sidiary public  grindstones  at  Bareneed,  Port 


de  Grave,  Clarke's  Beach,  and  Pick  Eye. 
The  late  T.  D.  Scanlan  is  my  authority ;  he 
says  :  "  I  have  used  the  public  grinder 
myself,  and  ground  my  own  hatchet  at  the 
public  expense." 
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ronds  ;  the  present  efficient  police  is  due  to  Mr.  Bennett's  statesmanlike 

sagacity ;   during   his   tenure  of   office   there  were  successful   fisheries, 

good  harvests,  and   general  prosperity ;   tlie  revenue  rose  in  1871   to 

$831,100.     In  the  mining  industry,  the 

increase   was   very    marked   under   the 

fostering  care  of  the  great  pioneer   of 

this  industry  (Mr.  Bennett) ;    the  largo 

expenditure  of  wages  in  Green  Bay  to 

the  copper  workei-s  added  largely  to  the 

resources   of    our   working   population, 

and  helped  to  diffuse  general  ]»rosperity 

throughout  the  Colony. 

The  most  exciting  subject  in  1 872-73, 
next  to  the  all-ab.sorbing  question  of 
confederation,  was  the  right  of  our 
Government  under  tlie  Charter  to  pre- 
empt the  New  York,  Newfoundland  and 
London  Telegraph  Company's  rights  and  plant.  With  the  exception  of 
a  few  c(X)l  headed  individuals,  everyone  went  mad  aliout  monopoly  and 
pi'e-emjjtion.  Mr.  H.  Labinichere,  M.P.,  a  leading  shareholder  in  the 
Direct  Cable  Company,  has  always  had  the  credit  of  engineering 
this  great  tiiianciul  dodge.  Our  telegraph  company's  stock,  known 
amongst  financiers  as  "  Dogs,"  stood  at  a  high  figure  (above  par)  ;  as  it 
was  a  highly  speculative  stock,  it  probably  was  rated  above  its  I'eal 
value.  A  shi-ev/d  operator  discovered  this  point  alx)ut  irre-eviidion.  He 
saw  that  if  sufficient  pressure  or  inHuence  coulil  be  gained  over  the 
Newfoundland  Government  to  get  them  to  decide  that  they  would 
pre-empt,  or  that  they  would  not  waive  their  right  of  j>re-emptic)n,  the 
stock  could  be  beared  to  a  large  extent.  To  accomplish  this  end  the 
great  writer  Lawrence  Oliphant  was  sent  to  influence  Governor  Hill. 
The  Duke  of  Buckingham  wrote  to  the  Premier  on  the  subject ;  the 
Hon.  J.  Tobin  and  a  Mr.  Cole  were  also  sent  out  to  the  Colon}'. 
Lawyers'  opinions  were  published  th  it  the  Newfoundland  Company's 
plant  nught  be  taken  over  by  our  Government  as  so  much  old  wood 
and  iron  ;  we  Avere  to  receive  a  handsome  yearly  revenue  fur  the  right  to 
land  on  our  shores  ;  even  ministers  of  the  Gospel  were  dragged  from  their 
sacred  functions  to  go  sounding  in  Plucentiu  Bay ;  money  was  spent  like 
water,  and  at  last  the  desired  result  was  obtained.  At  the  moment  that 
it  suited  the  stock-jobbei-s,  a  telegram  was  sent  by  our  Government  that 
"  they  would  not  waive  their  right  of  pre-emption,"  "  Dogs  "  declined  9^. 
a  share,  and  a  ring  of  speculators  who  had  prepared  this  elaborate  plan 
pocketed  £400,000  sterling.     Pretty  nearly  all  the  influential  men  in 
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tl'.e  Colony  were  drawn  into  this  clever,  unscrupiilouH  gnmo,  and  the 
most  res|)ectnl)le  indiviilimlH  uiiiongst  u^  were  paid  agents  in  workinjj 
out  this  great  financial  dodge. 

Pre-emption  was  the  wildest,  maddest,  most  absurd  proposal  ever 
entertained  by  a  Government ;  to  commit  us,  with  our  snudl  revenue,  to 
the  piu'chase  of  a  specidative  concern  like  a  cal)le  and  a  telegraph  ;  to 
risk  our  revenue  for  about  ten  years  on  a  thing  that  might  l)e  gold 
today  and  utterly  worthless  tomorrow; — George  Law's  Mississippi 
Kcheme  was  nut  more  fantastic. 
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THE   KAST   END  OF  WATER  STREET  IlKFORE  THE  FIRE  OF    1802, 

From  a  phittuuntph  hy  A'.  II.  I'arsuns. 

The  most  humorous  thing  alx)ut  the  wliole  atTair  was  the  way  in 
which  it  WJis  niannged ;  that  the  agents,  the  paid  pamphleteers,  the 
subsidized  pi-ess  jind  the  whole  army  of  cla'pienrs  should  gird  at  tlie 
monopoly  and  attack  the  Anglo-American  Company,  was  only  meet  and 
right.  They  were  paid  for  it,  and  I  am  bound  to  say  they  did  it  well, 
they  earned  their  money ;  but  that  the  whole  outside  public,  unpaid 
and  disinterested,  should  clamour  for  the  same  object,  that  virtually  the 
whole  Colony  should  aid  and  abet  a  great  stock-jobbing  trick,  seems 
really  too  absurd  ;  however,  there  are  men  amongst  us,  even  to  this  day, 
who  will  not  believe  that  the  ottei's  made  to  our  Government  were  a 
sham  and  the  whole  affair  a  delusion  and  a  snare. 

The  high  moral  tone  assumed  by  Labouchere  and  all  these  financing 
agents  is  quite  delightful.  Our  Government  was  quite  prepared  to 
pre-empt  if  they  could  obtain  a  good  guarantee   for  reimbui'sement  in 
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case  of  loss;  they  applied  for  tliis  purpose  to  tlie  Hiitish  (Sovei-nnieiit 
hut  none  couM  he  ohtiiiiied,  and  so  Sir  F.  Carter's  (luvernment  very 
proper!}',  tlierefore,  refused  to  entertain  the  Nuhjeet. 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter  fron>  Mr.  Lahouehere  to(!oveinor 
Hill  shows  the  kind  of  vaj^ue  promises  on  wliieh  our  (lovernment  were 
requested  ti>  run  so  enormous  a  risk  :— 

"  Sluiukl  you,  Sir,  termiimtL'  the  csistiup  itionoiiol.v  in  187t.  and  take  over  tlio 
Iniul  lines  of  the  island,  fur  tlio  vnltH' of  tlioir  iilaiit  and  niiitiTial.  I  am  int'uinnd 
by  ros])(nisil)le  ca|)italistrt  that  they  will  he  ready,  if  it  be  wished,  to  take  over 
your  lines  at  i  rental,  agreeing  to  h)\ver  the  tiirilf,  and  tu  allow  all  caldes  to  land 
on  your  siiores,  and  to  advance  money  on  the  guarantee  of  the  rental  to  enahlo 
your  eolony  to  pay  otf  .Mr.  Fiehl.  In  fact,  they  are  ready  to  enter  into  any  arrau'.je- 
nient  with  you  whieh  may  faeilitate  tlie  operation,  so  anxious  are  all  eomnuruial 
houses  and  our  daily  press  to  reduce  the  heavy  cost  of  traiisathmtic  telegrams. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
"  Your  Excelleney's  most  obedient  liundile  servant, 

"  To  Sir  S.  Hill,  K.C.M.G.  J1i;miy  I.Aiiun  iikkk." 

One  of  the  most  humorous  thiivj;s  was  the  tiiial  restdt.  The  hii; 
teloo;raph  muuopi)list,  John  I'eiider,  of  the  Au^Io-Aiiiericau,  oainrd  a 
controllinjf  inthience  over  the  Direct  Cable  Com[)aiiy,  and  the  1  alanees 
dne  to  the  lawyers  and  claciueurs  aoainst  the  Aiiolo-Aiueriwin  and  their 
mono])oly  were  all  tdtiniately  paid  thronoh  the  coiiipaiiy's  iincnt, 
A.  .M.  Mac  Kiiy  ;  so  ended  the  faree. 

The  election  returns  of  1873  pive  a  sma'l  uiajority  to  the  Ijeinietfc 
Oovernment,  hut  it  was  of  a  doubtful  character;  bv  a  series  of 
iiitrii^ues  well  understood  at  the  time,  j^Ir.  T.  K.  Bennett,  member  for 
Fortune  Bay,  and  tlie  Surveyor-Cieiieral,  Hon.  Heiiiy  Renouf,  took  ottico 
as  District  <hulges,  and  ^Ir.  C.  Diider  joined  Mr.  Carter ;  this  left  the 
Ciovernment  in  a  minority  of  one.^  Air.  Carter  w;us  called  on  to  form  an 
Administration,  and  he  worked  along  through  the  session  of  187-4  with 
only  the  Speaker's  casting  vote  ;  in  the  autumn  he  dissolved  the  House, 
and  a  general  election  gave  him  a  good  woiking  majority.  To  this 
period  belongs  the  incident  of  the  Royal  Comuiission,  consisting  of 
Sir  B.  R(d)iii.son,  James  Goodfellow,  ami  J.  Fo.\,  K.s^juires.  The  evidence 
was  not  taken  on  oath,  only  tlie  Re]iort  was  published.  The  Opjiosition 
demanded  the  evidence,  which  was  never  iirodiiced.  From  the  known 
high  character  of  the  Commissioners,  we  may  rest  assured  that  the 
inquiry  was  honestly  conducted ;  the  non-production  of  the  evidence, 
however,  seriously    impaired  its  value ;  it  is  known   in  (jur  annals  as 


'  If  Bennett's  party  had  remained  steadfast 
he  bad  a  majority  of  three.  Wlien  T.  It.  Heii- 
nett  and  Iteuouf  took  office,  and  C.  Duder 
left  bis  party,  Air.  Carter  had  fit\een  to  four- 


teen, with  the  Speaker.  The  return  of  1873 
shows  till-  inniU'iiM'  udvantafre  of  troing  before 
tbf  L'oautr\-  with  the  control  of  the  P.xecutive 
luachiuery. 
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tlio  "Jim  Dobbin"  Commifwion.'  Sir  FriMlericlv-'s  AdminiHtration  in 
1S74  was  happily  favoured  witli  proHperity  and  the  largest  fishery 
over  known  in  the  Colony. 

In   1875,  Sir  Stephen  Hill,  in  his  speech 

at  the  opening  of  the  Hession  of  the   Le{^i«- 

lature,  said  : — 

"Tlio  |)criofl  appears  to  have  arrived  when  ft 
question  which  baa  for  wome  time  engaged  pnblio 
discussion,  viz.,  the  construction  of  a  railway  across 
the  Inland  to  St.  George's  Bay,  should  receive  a 
practical  solution As  a  pre- 
liminary to  this  object,  a  proposition  will  bo  sub- 
mitted to  you  for  a  thoroni^h  survey  to  ascertniu 
the  most  eligible  line,  and  with  a  view  to  the 
further  inquiry  whether  the  Colony  does  not  jmsseps 
within  itself  the  moans  of  inducing  capitalists  to 
undertake  this  great  enterprise  of  progress." 


HIR   A,  HIIKA. 
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A  svnn  of  nmney  wan  voted  for  the  pre- 
liminary survey ;  it  was  completed  during 
the  siuumer  of  1875  by  a  number  of  Canadian  surveyoi-a  under  the 
Hiiporintundence  of  Sandford  Fleminj?,  the  eminent  Canadian  engineer. 
The  result  of  the  survey,  which  was  carried  out  in  a  very  rapid 
manner,  and  over  quite  a  different  course  from  the  one  followed  in 
the  actual  construction  of  the  railway,  clearly  demonstrated  that  a 
line  was  feasible,  that  there  were  no  great  engineering  difficulties  to  be 
overcome,  and  that  a  liglit  railwaj'  might  be  constructed  at  a  very 
reasonable  rate  per  mile.  Mr.  Bellairs'  previous  survey  established  the 
same  result. 

Sir  Stephen  Hill's  term  of  office  having  come  to  a  close  in  1876,  he 
was  succeeded  by  Sir  John  H.  Glover,  G.C.M.G.-  The  new  administrator 
proved  himself  a  most  energetic  ruler. 


"  This  nickname  was  given  to  it  by  the 
slieriflF,  Hon.  T.  Talbot,  u  member  of 
Mr.  Bennett's  Government ;  he  stated  that 
tho  Conmiission  was  got  up  entirely  for  party 
purposes.  He  compared  it  to  a  dispute  betwoen 
two  neighbours  who  bad  fallen  out— Jim 
Dobbin  and  Pat  Kliard — and  Jim  Dobbin  got 
all  the  friends  nn  bis  side  to  blacken  the 
character  of  Pat  Kliard.  Badinage  apart,  there 
are  very  grave  objections  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  judge  on  a  political  inquiry  of  this 
character. 

-'  ISir  J.  H.  Glover,  H.N.,  G.C.M.G. 
(1874),  entered  the  navy  in  IH41  on  board 
the  Queen,  bearing  the  flag  of  Vice-Admiral 
S  Edwairrd  Owen,  in  which  ship  he  sailed  to 
th°  Mediterranean;  transferred,  in  May  1842, 
to  the  Mediterranean  Survey  until  1850;  for 
two  years  commanded  the  cutter  Auxiliar  i 


in  1841  served  on  the  West  African  station 
until  promoted  to  lieutenant  in  October  of 
that  year ;  in  1 8.52  served  in  the  WtHchester 
frigate  on  the  Kast  Indian  station;  trans- 
ferred to  the  steam  sloop  Sphinx,  shared  in 
the  attack  and  capture  of  Pegu,  and  in  the 
action  at  Donibew,  was  especially  mentioned 
in  despatches  on  both  occasions ;  senior 
lieutenant  in  the  steam  sloop  Uosumond  in 
the  Baltic  in  18.54;  commanded  the  Otter, 
steam,  3  guns,  from  Ist  March  18.55  to  March 
18.57,  and  was  employed  in  her  on  "particular 
service"  in  the  rivers  Elbe  and  Weser,  in 
1855;  from  March  1857  to  March  1861  was 
employed  on  the  service  of  the  Niger  Expedi- 
tion, surveyed  the  lagoons  at  Lagos,  and  that 
portion  of  the  River  Niger  comprised  between 
Boressa  and  the  sea;  during  1801-2  he  com- 
manded the  Handy  gunboat  on  the  lagoons 
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In  the  following  year,  1877,  after  protractod  nojrotmtionN,  mid 
rt'pertted  applications  to  tho  Inipi-rial  CJovernnient,  ConiniandtT 
W.  Howorth,  K.N.,  was  appointc*!  tlie  HiHt 
stipendiaiy  mayistrate  on  the  west  coast, 
and,  in  accordance  with  the  undoubted 
rights  of  the  Colonial  Govornna'nt,  Custom 
House  otticers  were  appointed  and  duties 
collected  there. 

In  1S77  Sir  Bryan  Robinson  was  com- 
pelled by  aj^e  and  increasing  intirmitie.s  to 
retire  from  the  Bench  :  Sir  Fi-ederiek  Carter 
took  his  place,  and  Sir  W.  V.  Whiteway 
became  actinj^  Attorney-General.  One  of 
the  important  subjects  that  rejuired  the 
attention  of  the  new  Cabinet  was  the 
Washington  Treaty,  ratified  betv.-een  Eng- 
land and  the  United  States  on  the  8th  of 
May,  i<ij  1. 

Under  the  compensation  clause  of  this  treaty  a  Commission  was 
arranged  to  sit  in  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  which  conunenccl  on  the 
15th  June  and  closed  on  t!ie  23rd  November  1877,  after  the  examination 
of  some  hundreds  of  witnesses,  and  the  production  of  a  vast  (|uantity 
of  docum*  ntary  evidence. 

There  had  been  much  controversy,  negotiations,  and  correspondence 
before  the  arrangements  for  the  assembling  of  the  Commission  were 
finally  concluded. 

Both  in  the  Newfoundland  Cabinet  and  amongst  outsiders  \ery 
inBuential  people  ridiculed  the  idea  of  our  ever  getting  anything  out 
of   the   Americans.      Notwithstanding,  however,  these  opposite   views. 
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at  Lagos,  until  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
commander ;  first  commission  as  Adminis- 
trator of  the  Government  of  Lagos,  2l8t  April 
1 803  ;  Colonial  Secretary,  Lagos,  5th  Maj 
1864;  Administrator  of  the  Government  from 
21  St  February  1866  until  the  9th  of  July 
1872;  received  the  thanks  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  and  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  for  services 
rendered  on  different  occasions ;  also  re- 
ceived the  thanks  of  the  Administrator  and 
Council  of  the  Government  of  the  Gold  Coast 
for  his  survey  of  the  Uiver  Volta,  from  the 
rapids  to  the  sea,  and  for  the  assistance  he 
rendered  in  destroying  the  pirates  of  the 
island  of  Duffoe  on  that  river  in  1870;  Special 
Commissioner  to  friendly  native  chiefs  in  the 
eastern  district  of  the  protected  territories  on 


Gold  Coast,  18th  August  1873  ;  engaged  and 
defeated  the  Ahooniih  tribes,  Dp  ;enil)er  1873, 
and  having  left  Mr.  Goldsworthy  in  command 
in  that  quarter,  marched  with  about  700 
Houssas  into  Ashanti,  and  made  his  way  to 
Coomassie,  through  the  ruins  of  which  he 
passed  on  the  12th  of  B'ebruary  1874. 
Received  the  Grand  Cross  of  Saint  Mlclmel 
and  Saint  (ieorge  for  these  services. 
Sir  John  succeeded  Sir  Stephen  Hill  as 
Governor  from  1876  to  1881.  On  the  death 
of  Governor  Sir  H.  A[axse,  he  was  reap- 
pointed in  1883.  Sir  John  died  in  Loudon 
in  1885.  A  monument  to  his  memory  was 
erected  in  the  Anglican  cathedral  of  St.  John's. 
No  more  honourable,  generous,  kind-hearted, 
or  active  ruler  ever  presided  over  our 
Government. 
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JIOX.  \V.  J.  S.   DOrXXKl.t.T. 
Jil/  yntm'Ul, 


Sir  \ViIIiain  VVliiteway,  (hen  Solicitor-General,  held  strongly  to  h's 
opinion  that  we  were  now  entitled  to,  and  wonld  receive,  compensation. 
Ho  acce|)ted  the  position  of  British  counsel  for  Newfoundland   at  the 

Commission.  Messrs.  Doutre,  S.  Thompson, 
Weathorbee,  and  L.  H.  Davies,  all  eminent 
lawyers,  were  appointed  British  counsel  to 
conduct  the  Canadian  branch  of  the  inquiry. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Hon.  \V.  J.  S.  Don- 
nelly, 3Ir.  J.  O.  Fi'aser,  Judge  Bennett,  and 
Mr.  W.  Keliigrew,  Sir  William  prepared  our 
case.  In  this  important  vi'ork  his  assistants 
were  not  only  experienced  and  able  men,  Init 
yirobably  the  best  that  could  be  selected  in 
the  Colony.  Judge  Bennett's  practical  know- 
ledge of  the  fishery  on  the  southern  and  south- 
western pai-ts  of  the  island,  and  the  opera- 
tions of  American  and  French  fishermen  on 
our  shores,  was  unequalled ;  both  Mr.  Donnelly,  Mr.  J.  ().  Eraser,  and 
Mr.  Keliigrew  were  thoronghl}"^  versed  in  the  general  trade  in  thj 
Colony.  Their  duty  in  {vssisting  to  piepare  the  evidence  and  .select 
witnesses  was  very  well  ])erfonned.  Whilst  we  give  them  eveiy  ere  lit 
for  thei)"  valuable  labours,  their  work  does  not  in  the  least  detract 
from  the  eminent  ser- 
vices before  the  (Com- 
mission of  our  counsel. 
Sir  A.  Shea,  who  was 
a' ways  pre-eminently 
cleiir  and  lucid  in  his 
statements,  whilst  jtrais- 
ing  their  work,  put  Sir 
W.  V.  Whiteway'.s  ser- 
vices in  the  x'vAxt  iiiifht 
when  lie  declared  th.  t 
they  were  rendered  in 
a  ('((Kf  of  giratcr  im- 
jimiancj  and  involvini/ 

Idvyev  reywnfiihilitlcs  t/ian  have  ever  fallen  to  the  lot  of  avy  pvbJic 
tnan  ii)  roniie.yion  with  the  a'jairs  of  this  Coh./it/.  Addivsses  to  Sir 
^^.  y.  Whitewa}^  from  both  Houses  were  pissed  in  the  following  compli- 
mentary terms  : — 

llcsolveil,  That  the  Legislative  Council  has  pleasure  in  recording  lis  thankful 
appreciation  of  the  BiTvices  of  the  Hon.  ■\Villiani  Viilhince  Whiteway,  as  counsel 
fur  Xcwfoundlaud,  l^el'oro  the  llalUax  Figherios  Commission,  iu  the  jL.ir  18?7. 


Jll)((K   IIKNXKTT. 
Jill   ,S.   Jl.  I'orSOHS. 


SIR.  J.  O.   FRASKl!. 
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"  The  Council  feel  assured  that  the  successful  issue  of  the  inquiry  there  hold 
into  the  claim  of  Newfoundland  was  in  large  measure  duo  to  Mr.  Whiteway's  able 
and  zoaloas  exertions  in  behalf  of  the  interests  of  this  Colony. 


"  Legislative  Council, 

"  April  18th,  1879. 


Edwakd  Monnis, 

"  Prenideht. 


"  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  House  bo  accorded  to  the  Hon.  William 
V.  Whiteway,  Premier  of  the  Colony,  for  the  ability  and  energy  displayed  by  liim 
in  iuicce.^sfully  conducting  the  ca.-e  of  tlii.s  island  before  the  Fisheries  Commis.sion 
which  sat  at  Halifax  in  1877,  appointed  as  a  Tribunal  of  Arbitration  under  the 
terms  of  the  Washington  Treaty. 


"  April  18th,  1879. 


"  A.  I.  W.  McXf.ily, 
"  SiJcalcer.' 


The  result  of  tlie  Halifax  Commission  is  well  known  ;  its  great 
sticcess  was  largely  due  to  the  tact  and  ability  o£  the  secretary.  Sir 
Henry  G.  Bergne.  Five-and-a-half  million  dollars  were  accorded  by 
the  Comniissicners,  and  out  of  this  amount  the  handsome  sum  of  one 
million  to  Newfoundland  under  the  following  award  : — 

"  The  nndersigned  Commissioners,  appointed  under  Articlos  XXII.  and  XXIII. 
of  the  Treaty  of  Washington,  of  the  Sth  of  May  1871,  to  determine,  having  regard 
to  the  privileges  accorded  by  the  United  States  to  the  subjects  of  Her  Britannic 
Majesty,  as  stated  in  Articles  XIX.  and  XXI.  of  the  said  'i'reaty,  the  amount  of 
any  compensation  which,  in  their  opinion,  ought  to  be  paid  by  the  (Tovernment  of 
the  United  States  to  the  Government  of  Her  Britannic  Majestj-  in  return  for  the 
])rivileges  accorded  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  under  Article  XVIII.  of 
the  said  Treaty,  having  carefully  and  impartiallj-  examined  the  matters  referred 
lo  them  according  to  justice  and  e(|uity,  in  conformity  with  the  solemn  declaration 
made  and  subscribed  by  them  on  the  l.'ith  day  of  Juno  1877,  awaid  the  sum  of  five 
millions  five  liundred  thousand  dollars  in  gold  to  be  paid  by  rhe  Government  of 
the  United  States  to  the  Government  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  said  Treaty. 


"  Signed  at  Halifax  this  iGrd  day  of  November  1877, 


"  M.VUIUCK   Df.lfosse, 
"  A.  T.  Galt." 


A  number  of  genth'mon  in  the  Cotnicil  and  Assembly  took  part 
in  tlie  discussion  when  the  awaril  was  considered.  I  have  given 
portions  of  the  speeches  of  Hon.  A.  W.  Harvey,  Sir  Ambrose  Shea,  and 
Sir  William  Whiteway,  as  they  throw  light  on  the  sid)Ject;  they  bring 
out  in  a  very  distinct  and  emphatic  way  the  innuense  value  of  our 
fisheries — the  gieatest  cod-tishery  in  the  world — a;  d  the  niagnitude  of 
tie  interests  at  stake  lefure  the  Commission. 
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The  Hon.  A.  W.  Harvey  spoke  as  follows  on  this  occasion  : — 

"  The  amount  of  the  award  made  by  the  Commission  is  declared  by  the 
Americans  to  be  out  of  all  pro])ortion  to  the  privilegos  of  fishery  they  have 
obtained,  and  to  no  part  of  the  award  did  they  object  so  vehemently  ns  to  the 

portion  allotted  to  Newfoundland ;  in  fact,  they 
insisted  that  Newfoundland  should  be  ruled  out 
of  court  altogether.  Bj'  reference  to  the  terms 
of  the  Washington  Treaty  it  will  be  seen  that 
they  do  not  specify  what  the  remuneration, 
if  any  were  awarded,  was  to  be  paid  for.  'I'hey 
do  not  say,  for  instance,  that  if  the  fishery 
privileges  granted  are  ten  limes  more  valuable 
than  those  given  to  ns  on  the  coast-)  of  the 
United  States,  the  award  should  he  propor- 
tioned to  that.  Nor  do  they  say  that  the  extent 
to  which  the  United  States  fishermen  used 
those  fisheries  over  nnd  above  the  extent  to 
which  British  fishermen  used  the  United  States 
fisheries,  should  be  the  gauge  of  conijiensation. 
It  is  the  value  of  the  privilege  of  fishing  the 
claim  was  based  on,  which  was  a  very  difficult 
and  intricate  matter  to  get  hold  of  and  decide 
upon.  If  the  value  of  the  fisheries  were  to  be 
a  basis,  then  five  million  dollars  would  not  be  a 
tl;be  of  what  the  United  States  should  have  to  i)ay  for  their  use  of  the  fisheries  of 
Newfoundland,  Now  Brunswick,  and  Nova  Scotia:  and  he  should  have  said  that 
one  million  dollars  would  be  utterly  inadequate  to  represent  the  value  of  our 
fisheries,  if  that  were  to  be  the  standard,  as  we  contended  they  were  worth  more 
than  all  the  fisheries  the  United  States  fishermen  were  admitted  to  participate  in 
on  the  coasts  of  the  other  provinces.  There  would  be  hardly  a  disputation  that  the 
fisheries  between  Cape  Ray  and  Cape  John  were  of  more  worth  than  the  combined 
fisheries  of  the  neighbouring  colonies  ;  and  if  upon  that  principle  the  award  had 
been  decided,  we  should  have  received  more  than  two  million  five  Imndred  thou- 
sand dollars  of  the  whole  sum.  But  as  that  would  have  been  manifestly  unfair,  I 
consider  the  ends  of  justice  were  more  conserved  by  paying  this  Colony  one  million 
dollars  than  the  larger  amount.  No  doubt  the  Nova  Scotia  fisheries  are  far  more 
interfered  with  by  the  United  States  fishermen  than  are  ours,  and  the  extent  to 
which  they  use,  and  will  use  them,  is  four  times  greater  than  the  us.-  they  will 
make  of  ours ;  therefore  1  consider  we  had  made  an  uncommonly  good  bargain 
in  securing  the  proportion  of  the  award  that  has  been  paid  to  us." 

The  Hon.  A.  Shea  said  : — 

"  He  regarded  this  issue  as  involving  much  more  than  the  money  con.^idera- 
tion,  for  it  established  the  value  ascribed  by  an  impartial  authority  to  a  right  to 
participate  in  our  fisheries  for  12  years,  and  the  House  would  see  the  importance  of 
this  decision  in  the  event;  of  any  future  negotiation  in  which  it  became  necessary 
to  appraise  the  worth  of  the  fisheries  of  this  country.  And  it  had  this  fui  ther 
great  value,  that  looking  at  the  temper  of  the  Americ.m  people  on  the  subject  of 
the  award,  they  would  not  be  likely  to  ask  for  a  renewal  of  the  case,  and  in  thus 
becoming  rid  of  the  presence  of  active  competition  in  our  fisheries,  wo  should  be 
gainers  in  a  degree  far  beyond  any  supposable  amouut  to  be  desired  as  alleged 
compeusatiou  for  the  privilege  of  participation." 
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Sir  W.  V.  Whiteway,  the  Attorney-General,  after  acknowledging  the 
vote  of  thanks,  concluded  by  saying : — 

"  For  some  years  after  the  signing  of  the  Washington  Treaty  it  appeared 
to  be  very  doubtful  whether  or  not  the  Halifax  Commission  would  ever  sit. 
The  question  was  international  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 
Numerous  despatches  were  interchanged  between  the  two  Governments  in 
reference  to  the  subject.  At  length,  in  the  yenr  187G,  official  information 
reached  us  to  the  efl'ect  that  the  Commission  would  probably  sit  in  1877, 
and  we  were  required  by  the  Imperial  Government  to  prepare  our  case. 
Two  meml)er,s  of  the  Executive,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Donnelly  and  myself,  were 
nominated  to  perform  this  duty.  We  did  so,  and  had  our  case  ready  to  submit  to 
the  British  Agent,  Mr.  Ford,  who  witli  Mr.  Bergne  visited  8t.  .John's  on  his  way 
to  England  from  Canada,  where  they  had  been  engaged  for  about  two  months  with 
the  fishery  officials  of  the  Dominion  and  several  eminent  counsel  in  the 
preparation  of  the  Canadian  part  of  the  ease.  The  stay  of  Messrs.  Ford  and 
Bergne  here  was  short,  some  two  weeks  only,  as  our  prepared  case  needed  little 
or  no  alteration,  a  re-arrangement  being  all  that  was  required  to  make  it  accord 
with  the  case  of  Canada.  And  here  it  aHords  me  infinite  plcas-ure  to  refer  to  tho 
eminent  services  rendered  by  the  hon.  Surveyor-General,  Mr.  Donnelly.  The 
services  rendered  by  Judge  Bennett,  Mr.  Fraser,  and  Mr.  Kelligrew  may  bo 
gathered  from  the  records  of  the  CommiBsion.  By  their  evidence  and  by  aboiifc 
twenty  affidavits  our  case  was  sustained,  and  there  was  not  a  point  which 
was  not  secured.  I  may  say  it  was  not  only  nailed  home,  but  each  nail 
was  clinched,  and  our  position  rendered  invulnerable.  On  the  part  of  the 
United  States  there  were  about  seventy  witnesses  examined  and  a  similar 
number  on  behalf  of  Canada,  in  addition  to  which  they  each  produced  between 
two  and  three  hundred  affidavits.  A  treaty  had  been  entered  into  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  by  which  the  United  States  had  conceded  to 
Great  Britain  the  right  of  fishing  upon  a  certain  part  of  tho  American  coast  and  a 
free  market  in  the  United  States  for  Canadian  and  Newfoi^ndland  caught  fish  and 
])roduce,  and  in  return  Great  Britain  had  conceded  to  the  United  States  the  right 
of  fishing  in  Canadian  and  Newfoundland  waters  in  common  with  British  subjects. 
We  alleged  that  the  value  of  our  concession  was  greater  than  that  made  by  the 
United  States.  This  Commission,  appointed  by  virtue  of  the  treaty,  was  to  try 
that  question,  and  to  award  the  ditterence  in  value,  if  any,  to  Great  Britain. 
Now,  the  United  States  counsel  candidly  admitted,  firist,  that  the  concession  to  us 
to  fish  in  American  waters  was  of  no  value  to  us,  as  we  could  never  use  it;  and 
secondly,  it  was  our  argument  at  the  trial  and  clearly  proved  that  for  us  to  have 
the  right  of  importing  into  the  United  States  our  fish  and  fish  produce  duty  free 
was  an  advantage  to  the  United  States  as  a  nation  ;  it  gave  them  a  cheaper  article, 
upon  the  principle  that  the  consumer  always  paid  the  duty,  and  in  this  case  it  was 
shown  by  conclusive  evidence  thai,  duty  or  no  duty,  the  Canadian  exporter  of 
mackerel  had  averaged  about  the  same  returns  in  his  account  sales.  A  duty 
simply  operated  as  a  protection  to  the  United  States  fishing  interests  as  a 
distinct  business.  To  take  it  off  was  an  injury  to  that  interest,  but  a  benefit  to  tho 
United  States  as  a  nation.  It  was  with  the  nation  that  Great  Britain  was  d(>aling  : 
therefore  the  concession  of  a  right  of  fishing  on  the  American  coast  was  admitted 
to  be  valueless,  and  tho  right  of  free  market  was  shown  to  be  a  benefit  to  the 
United  States  and  no  additional  value  to  us.  On  the  other  L.nd,  Newfoundland 
conceded  to  the  United  Stntes  a  free  right  of  fishing  on  the  coast  from  Ramca 
Islands  by  Capo  Race  to  Capo  John.  What  was  the  value  of  this  concession  ? 
Had  the  Commission  found  notliing  in  our  favour,  what  would  have  been  tho  effect 
hereafter  in  British  negotiations  with  the  United  States  and  with  France  P    Let  ua 
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for  a  moment  suppose  the  case  of  Great  Britain  proposing  to  vs  to  give  the  French 
a  free  right  of  tishing  all  along  onr  coast,  with  a  view  to  the  sohition  of  our  so-ciillcd 
French  Shore  dilHcnUy.  We  know  that  this  course  would  prove  our  ruin,  but  the 
argument  of  Great  Britain  to  us  would  have  been  unanawerablo  :— '  You  have  had 

'  the  opportunity  of  a  solemn  inquiry  before  a 
'  disinterested  tribunal  sitting  in  the  very  centre 

•  of  your  fisheries,  where  every  facility  was  nc 
'  hand  for  fully  investigating  their  value,  and  the 

•  conclusion  arrived  at,  after  six  months  inquiry 
'  by  that  tribunal,  was,  that  a  r'glit  to  fish  ah)ng 
'  your  coast  was  not  worth  anythinnr."  I  venture 
to  sny  that  jmibably  the  true  po-^ition  and  im- 
portance of  this  inquiry  was  not  generally  appre- 
ciated hi  re  at  the  time  of  this  Commission,  or  wo 
should  not  have  had  loose,  ill-considered  opinions 
expressed.  The  decisicm  liad  established  tl.at} 
which  would  for  all  time  endure  to  the  benefit  of 
the  country.  It  has  been  decided  after  a  most 
rigid  invcMigalion  that  the  right  to  fish  along  a 
portion  of  our  coast  for  12  years,  under  the  facts 
given  in  evidence,  is  wortli  one  million  dollars. 
AVe  have  now  an  establi>hed  basis,  and  I  look 
npon  this  as  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  that 
upon  which  we  cannot  set  too  high  a  value." 

Sir  Froderic  Carter  havinj^  taken  his  seat  upon  the  Bench,  Hrst  as 
Assistant  Judj^e,  and  in  1880  as  Chief  Justice,  in  succession  to  Sir  Hugh 
W.  Hoyles,  who  had  been  compelled  to  letire  by  tailing  health,  the 
conduct  of  affairs  devolved  on  Sir  William  Whiteway,  K.C.M  G. ;  he 
showed  himself  most  progressive  in  his  ideas.  In  1880  he  passed  the 
fiist  Railway  Bill  for  a  liglit  railway  from  St.  John's  to  Hall's  Bay,^ 


8IB  W.  V.  WHITEWAY,   K.C.M.O. 

Sy  S.  ir.  JPiii-soim. 


'  The  Hall's  Uav  Kailwat. 

The  Bill  was  founded  on  the  following 
report,  prepared  by  a  .Joint  Committee  of  the 
Lefiisliitivo  Council  and  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, and  is  !\n  a(bi;iral)Ie  resuiitv  of  the 
reasons  for  building  llie  railway  : — 

"April  2nd,  1880, 
"  The  .Toint  Committee  of  the  Council 
and  House  of  A.ssenibly  appointed  to  consider 
the  (lue^'tion  of  eonstructiuff  a  railway  in  this 
i.sland,  have  to  report  tluit  they  have  {{iven 
the  most  careful  considcrution  to  this  nuitter, 
and  beg  to  state  the  result  of  their  delibera- 
tions. 

"  The  ipicstion  of  the  future  of  ourgrowi.iij 
population  has  for  some  time  engaged  the 
earnest  attention  of  all  tlioughtful  men  in 
this  country,  and  has  hei'ii  the  subject  of 
serious  solicittule.  'I'he  lisheries  heing  our 
main  resourci',  and  to  a  large  extent  the  only 
dependi'iiee  of  the  people,  those  periodic  partial 
failurt's  which  are  ineidint  to  such  [lursuits 
continue  to  hi'  attended  with  reeuriing  visita- 
ti(ms  of  pauperisu,  aiul  tiiere  seems  no  remedy 
to  be  found  for  this   eundition  of  things  but 


that  which  may  lie  in  varied  and  extensive 
pursuits. 

"This  reflection  would  apply  with  force 
to  the  present  population,  but  when  we  eon- 
template  it  in  relation  to  our  increasing 
numliers,  the  necessity  of  dealing  with  the 
fulijeet  urgently  presses  itself  on  our  con- 
sideration. 

"Our  fisheries  have  no  doubt  increased, 
but  not  in  a  measure  corresponding  to  our 
increase  of  |'op  ilation.  And  even  though 
they  were  ea])al)li'  of  buing  further  expanded, 
that  object  would  be  largely  neutralised  by 
the  decline  in  jirice  whieh  follows  from  a 
large  catch,  as  no  inere.isc  of  markets  can  le 
foun<l  to  give  remunerative  returns  for  an 
augmented  sui)ply. 

"  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  no  material 
increase  of  means  is  to  be  looked  (or  from  our 
fishciies,  and  that  we  must  direct  our  atten- 
tion to  other  sources  to  mei-t  the  growing 
rei[uirements  of  the  country.  Our  mining 
industry  may  now  he  regarded  as  un  esta- 
blished fact.  Large  areas  of  ueolosrical 
formation  similar  to  that  in  which  the  mines 
are  being  successfully  worked  are  known  to 
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In  the  autumn    of    1880  tl)e  survey  vjis   completed  from  St.   John's 
to   Harbour   Grace.      Tenders   were    rect'ivod   from   various  rapitahsts 


exist,  and  there  is  every  rcivson  to  believe 
from  recent  explorations  that  a  f;reiit  amount 
of  wealth  in  copper  and  <ither  ores  is  waiting 
the  application  of  enterprise  and  capital  to 
hrini;  tlieni  into  profitable  use.  Our  agricul- 
tural industry,  tliou<;h  prosecuted  ton  valuable 
extent,  is  yet  susceptible  of  very  enlarged 
development.  Vast  stretches  of  agricultural 
land,  extending  from  Triiiity  Hay  north,  along 
the  heads  of  lionavista  Hay,  (iaudtr  Bay,  and 
Exploits  Kiver,  as  well  as  on  the  west  coast, 
need  only  the  eniployuieut  of  well-directed 
labour  to  convert  them  into  means  of  in- 
dependent support  for  thousands  of  the  popu- 
lation. 

"  We  have  in  this  town  a  large  market 
for  agricultural  produce  and  live  stock, 
which  at  present  is  mainly  supplied  from 
ubroid,  and  as  an  Illustration  of  what  may 
he  done  by  the  cultivation  of  the  land  when 
a  market  is  within  reach,  we  have  the  fact 
that  amongst  the  most  prosperous  of  our 
labouring  people  are  those  who  live  by  tlie 
land  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  John's,  though  the 
average  conditions  of  fertility  are  far  below 
those  which  exist  in  the  inierior  of  the  Island. 
There  are  indications,  moreover,  leading  to 
the  conclusion  that  we  shall  hereafter  be 
more  dependent  than  before  on  home  supply 
of  live  stock,  for  in  those  places  from  which 
we  have  hitherto  received  our  meat  supplies, 
attention  is  being  given  to  the  Jinglish 
market,  which  is  supposed  to  offer  better 
prospects,  and  an  advanced  value  may  there- 
fore be  reasonably  anticipated. 

"  With  an  improved  nuirket  on  tlie  spot 
the  inquiry  is  further  suggested  whether  this 
Colony  should  not  become  an  exporter  of 
live  stock  to  England,  and  we  have  little 
ditiiculty  in  attirming  this  position.  For 
grazing  purposes  vve  have  largo  tracts  that, 
we  believe,  cannot  be  surpassed  in  British 
Korth  America;  and  when  we  regard  our 
proximity  to  England,  and  the  all-important 
consideration  of  a  short  voyage  lor  live  stock, 
the  advantages  we  possess  iu  this  connection 
are  too  niauilest  to  be  subject  of  ipiestion  or 
argument. 

"  But  to  what  end  do  these  elements  of 
wealth  exist  if  they  continue  to  renutin 
nefilect.Hl  ?  For  they  will  as  be'^ore  he  out- 
.side  the  reach  of  the  people  if  some  energetic 
ett'ort  be  not  made  to  render  them  accessible 
to  our  centres  of  poj)ulati()n.  We  have 
means  of  reniunerutive  employment  in  those 
dormant  resource,  coincident  with  the 
spectacle  so  often  about  us  of  unemployed 
labour :  and  we  cannot  but  feel  that  the 
(lovernment  fails  in  its  duty  if  it  have  the 
power  and  dot-s  not  employ  it  in  connecting 
those  resources  with  that  industry,  which 
ought  to  receive  its  sutistactory  reward. 


"  Your  Committee  believe  that  no  agency 
would  be  so  effective  for  the  promotion  of 
the  objects  in  view  as  that  of  a  railway  ;  and 
when  they  consider  that  there  is  no  Colony 
of  cipnil  importance  under  the  Cniwn  without 
a  railroad,  and  the  advantages  thereby  con- 
ferred elsewhere  in  the  enhanceiuent  of  the 
value  of  property  and  lal>our,  it  is  felt  that 
in  our  circumstances  no  etfort  within  the 
means  of  the  Colony  sho'ild  be  wanting  to 
supply  this  great  lirsideralum. 

"  rhey  are  not  unmindful  of  the  finan. 
cial  considerations  involved,  hut  having  re- 
gard to  the  influence  of  such  a.  work  :n 
elevating  the  people  and  enlarging  tlie  area 
of  profitable  industry,  the  Comiiiittee  are 
convinced  that  ample  compensation  will  be 
found  in  the  improved  condition  of  the 
country  for  any  outlay  the  undertaking  may 
require. 

"  We  do  not  regard  it  per  se  as  nn 
enterprise  that  will  pay,  or  as  one  that  offers 
al  action  to  speculators,  but  as  the  vork  of 
the  country,  and  in  its  bearing  on  the  pro- 
motion of  the  well-being  of  the  people,  in 
which  the  returns  are  alone  sought  and  will 
be  found,  it  eminently  commends  itself  to 
our  judgment.  In  this  sense  we  believe  that, 
iu  time,  it  will  amply  pay  its  cost,  and  that 
the  consequent  advance  in  the  comfort  and 
independence  of  the  people  will  fully  attest 
the  wisdom  of  its  establishiiient. 

"  The  Committee  are  of  opiiii'm  that  the 
present  financial  condition  of  the  Colony 
makes  the  time  favourable  for  entering  on 
the  project,  and  that  it  may  be  undertaken  on 
conditions  which  will  not  unduly  press  upon 
our  resfuirces. 

"  The  Committee  believe  that  a  narrow 
gauge  road  might  be  constructed  at  a  com- 
paratively moderate  cost,  and  that  it  would 
he  found  well  adapted  to  the  ciirunistances 
o''this  Colony,  as  well  in  ngard  to  our  means 
as  lo  the  physical  condition  of  the  country. 
The  road  should  be  made  froi.i  St.  John's 
tlirough  the  peninsula  of  Avalon.  an-'i  the 
favoured  agricultural  and  timber  regions 
north,  to  the  mineral  district,  connecting  the 
principal  towns  and  settlements  in  Ctncep- 
tioii  Hay  and  along  the  proposed  line.  Your 
Cominittee  have  had  reference  to  the  survey 
made  in  18"5,  and  it  would  seem  to  he  ainp'o 
for  preliminary  purposes,  so  tar  as  it  affects 
the  district  of  Avalon  and  along  the  roiito 
already  examined  to  the  northern  point  indi- 
cated ;  hut  a  further  survey  would  be  required 
to  establish  the  immediate  locution  of  that,  as 
well  as  of  such  branch  lines  as  shall  seem  to 
be  neee-saiy  and  praetieable  for  the  carrying 
out  ot"  the  proposed  project. 

••  Voiir  Conunittee  therefore  recommend 
the    introduction    and    passage    of    an    Act 
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to  construct  tlie  line.  The  Premier  moved  a  resolution  to  refer  tlie 
consideration  of  the  various  proposals  to  a  joint  committee  of  both 
Houses.  On  the  recommendation  of  this  committee,  a  pivivisional 
contract  was  made  and  a  charter  aftei-wards  granted  to  the  New- 
foundland Railway  Company.  The  principal  points  in  the  contiact 
provided  that  the  company  were  to  build  a  substantinl,  reliable,  and 
efficient  railroad  of  three  feet  six  inches  gauge,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  Government  engineer,  and  were  to  continuously  operate  and 
maintain  the  same,  and  to  complete  the  whole  line  to  Hall's  Bay  within 
live  years;  the  Goveriunent  to  pay  an  annual  subsid}'^  of  ^S'liSO.OOO  per 
annum  for  thirty-five  years,  the  subsidy  to  attach  as  each  five  miles 
of  road  was  completed  and  passed  by  the  Government  engineer;  a 
large  land  grant  of  five  thousand  aci'es  per  mile  was  to  be  given 
for  each  completed  mile.  It  is  due  to  Sir  William  AVhiteway  to  s:iy 
that  he  was  always  in  favour  of  the  Government  constructing  the 
line  themselves. 

On  the  9th  of  August  1881  the  railway  was  actually  commenced, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  working  season  twenty  miles  were  graded,  and 
ten  miles  metalled ;  very  large  sums  of  mone}"^  were  expended  in  laboui 
on  the  line.  During  the  ensuing  winter  hundreds  uf  men  were 
employed  north  and  sontli  cutting  sleepers.  The  njoney  thus  spent  in 
construction  and  in  purchase  of  the  right  of  way  was  found  most 
beneficial ;  it  came  on  the  whole  comnmnity  like  the  gentle  rain  frcni 
Heaven ;  its  ref i eshing  dews  descended  alike  on  the  friends  and 
opponents  of  the  new  enterprise;  its  rills  tiickled  into  everyone's 
pocket — merchant,  trader,  small  shopkeeper,  all  alike  experienced 
the  good  results  of  this  large  outflow  of  money  to  tiie  railway 
labourers.      In   his   opening   speech   to   the   Legislature   in   1882,   Sir 
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authorising  the  raisinp  by  loan  of  the  required 
iiinount  in  sums  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
thousund  dollurs  in  any  one  jear,  and  pro- 
viding an  organisation  for  carrying  out  the 
object  in  accordance  with  the  views  contained 
in  tliis  Report.  The  Committee  further  re- 
commend that  the  Executive  Government 
apply  to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  re- 
questing that  they  will  guarantee  the  interest 
on  the  bonds  of  the  Colony  for  such  amount 
as  may  be  required  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
structing the  railroad,  within  the  sum  of  one 
million  pounds  sterhng,  and  we  cannot  doubt 
that  this  will  meet  with  a  favourable  response 
when  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  made 
aware  of  the  exceptionally  sound  aud  healthy 
condition  of  our  tiunuues. 


"  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
"  V. Signed)         W. 


V.  WlIlTEWAY. 

"  Chairman, 


Ordered,    That 
received. 


'  P.  G.  Tessiek. 
'  C.  K.  AvKK. 
'  Hour.  TiioRBCBN. 
'  A.  Shea. 
'  John  Houkk. 
'JosEi-H  I.  Little. 
'  HoBT  J.  Kent. 
'  A.  M.  Mac  Kav." 

the    said    Keport     be 
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Frederic  Carter,  Administrator  of   the  Government,  announced  to  the 
Legislature  : — 

"  Thnt  the  leadin<i;  industries  of  the  country  had,  during  the  previous  year,  heou 
prosecuted  successfully  on  the  whole,  and  that  mining  showed  a  considerably 
enlarged  exjrort  of  copper  ore,  and  prosjwcts  of  a  further  development  in  the 
immediate  future.  B!e  referred  to  the  railway  as  progressing  satisfactorily  in 
construction,  conferring  important  benetita  on  the  people,  und  cau.siiig  a  large 
monetary  expenditure  in  the  country.  This  great  work,  he  said,  is  an  enterprise 
which,  in  the  increase  of  commercial  and  social  communication,  and  the  develop- 
ment of  our  a;»ricultural  and  mineral  resources,  contains  the  elements  of  solid  and 
lasting  prosperity  for  Newfoundland. 

"  The  revenue  was  found  to  be  in  a  Tory  flourishing  condition,  amounting  to 
$1,000,803,  being  the  largest  ever  received. 


THE  DKY   DOCK,  ST.  JOHN'S. 

From  a  photograph. 
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"  The  Administrator  further  informed  the  Legislature  that  the  imperial  authori- 
ties had  at  length  authorised  the  local  Government  to  make  laud  grants,  and  issue 
mining  licences  on  that  part  of  the  coast  on  which  the  French  have  fishery 
privileges.  This  was  the  boon  for  which  the  Colony  had  l)pcn  pleading  in  vain  for 
many  years.  Its  importance  to  the  i)eople  of  Newfoundland  can  hardly  be  over- 
rated. It  is  a  virtual  settlement  of  the  vexed  French  Shore  question,  and  a 
removal  of  a  serious  and  long-standing  grievance.  It  opens  the  hnlf  of  the  island, 
which  had  hitherto'  been  closed  to  the  j)eople,  to  settlement  and  industrial 
enterprise.  It  enfranchises  the  population  of  this  ])art  of  the  island,  who  are  in 
•'uturc  to  have  two  representatives  in  the  local  Legislature,  and  removes  all 
restrictions  on  the  exercise  of  territorial  rights.  The  Adniinistrato:-  very  justly 
connected  this  concession  with  the  name  of  8ir  William  Whiteway,  to  whose  ablo 
and  persevering  representations  the  country  is  largely  indebted  for  a  settlement 
of  this  vexed  question. 
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"  The  coinfiilcnce,  said  tho  Administrator,  of  the  improved  conditions  to  wliich 
I  have  advertod  wiili  tho  iiiaiijjnralion  of  tliu  Xcwtoiindlaiid  railwny,  murks  an  era, 
ot  progress  which  is  a  meet  sii'jcct  ol'  contrratiilation  to  tho  country.'' 

LS.S2  wn.s  a  jhtIoiI  of  t'litcrprisi',  n  slijikino-  up  of  tlio  diy  bones  ; 
besides  tlie  ruilwiiy,  two  other  <freat  works  were  iiiitiutecl,  the  construction 
of  the  thy  (lock  at  River  Head  and  the  Kopo  Walk.  The  dock  is  oV':>r 
()()()  feet  louLT,  one  Inindred  and  thirtv-two  at  its  widest  i»art,  with 
twenty-tive  feet  o\er  the  <rate  .sill  at  hiijfh  water ;  it  is  lar<,fe  enough  t(j 
admit  the  larijest  ocean  steamer  afloat.  It  was  liuilt  bv  the  patentees, 
«1.  E.  Sim])son  i^'  ( 'o.,  of  New  ^'ork.  Thj  work  be;j^an  in  May  1<S<SI}, 
and  in  December  1S.S4  H.M.S.  Tiiinlnx  was  dock"(l,  and  the  <;roat  work 
foi'iuidly  occupied.  The  patentees  a;4i-ee(l  to  lease  the  dock  for  ten  years 
at  815,000  per  annum.  Owinjf  t(j  a  dispute  between  tho  lessees  and  tho 
(iovermnent  alxnit  the  cost  ol  dred^j^iny;  and  the  nonpayment  of  rent, 
the  dock  has  been  taken  out  of  .Messrs.  Simpson's  hands,  and  is  now 
under  lease  to  Messrs.  Harvey  iV  Anj^vl  f<.r  SI  1 ,000  pel'  amium.  The  dock 
has  l)een  a  manniticent  success:  it  is  of  very  ^reat  benefit  and  con- 
vonienre  to  the  trjwle,  g-ives  alnicst  constant  employment  to  tradesmen, 
anil  keeps  in  the  colony  thousands  of  dollars  which  would  bo  otherwi.so 
expend'  (1  abroad. 

The  most  impoi  tant  .social  industry  in  St.  John's  is  the  Hope  Walk. 
As  a  (jreat  fishin<:r  country  Newfoundland 
uses  an  enormous  amount  of  linos  and 
twines,  netting',  cordao'e,  and  cables;  until 
(juito  recently  all  these  articles  were 
importt'd,  principally  from  the  West  of 
Eno-land,  latterly  from  New  Eng-land.  Tho 
Colonial  Cordage  Company  was  founded 
by  the  energy  andcnterpri.se  of  tho  Hon.  M. 
IMonroe,  a  brother  of  the  distinguislied 
Judge  ilonroe,  of  tho  Higher  Court  in 
Ireland.  Aiiled  by  local  and  foreign 
ca})itid,  ho  inaugurated  a  work  which  gives 
emplovmeiit  to  a  largo  number  of  work- 
people,  and  circulates  money  in  tho 
Colony.  The  goixls  turned  out  by  this  company  are  all  of  the  very 
finest  (piality.  Instead  of  impor.  ing  all  our  cordage  from  abroad,  tho 
bulk  of  tho  lines,  twines,  nets,  and  cables  used  in  our  fishery  are  now 
made  in  the  cotuitry.  Whilst  the  initiation  of  the  ontevpri.se  was  the 
Avork    of    tho   Hon.    M.     !Moin-oe,    its    successful     woikir.g    is    nuiiidy 


JliiN.   .M.   MOMiOK. 
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THE   COLONIAL   COUDAGE   COMPANY 
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nttiilmted  to  the  practical  .skill,  tact,  iiml   (,'(X)(1  judgiiiciit  of  his  lnother, 
tlie  sole  inana^nng  p.irtuer,  Jaiin's  H.  Moiirot'.' 
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The  events  of  the  next  succecdinrr  years,  from  ISS.'}  forwards,  nro 
fresh  in  the  memories  of  all,  and  it  is  not  needful  to  dwell  with 
minute  particularity  over  circumstances  with  which  all  Xtwfbundland 
readers  are  familiar.  One  unpleasant  subject  I  should  liUi'  to  pass 
over,  the  virulence,  mendacity,  and  misrepresentation  with  which 
the  promoters  of  the  railway  and  the  graving  dock  wi're  assailed.  The 
most  monstrous  fictions  were  invented  to  set  the  people  against  these 
new  enterprises.     This  resulted  in  a  very  serious  disturbance. 

In  lyJSl  the  inhabitants  of  the  south  shore  of  Concei^tion  Bay, 
believing  that  all   unutterable  evils  would  happen  to  them  if   the  line 


'  The  Rope  Walk  is  owned  and  op-rated 
liy  a  local  joint  stock  company,  the  Colonial 
Cordajie  Company,  Limited,  of  St.  tlolin's, 
Newfoundland.  It  gives  constant  and  steady 
employment  to  upwards  of  "jOO  ]iei>ple — men, 
boys,  iind  fiirls — in  the  manufacture  of  cables 
and  cordage  of  all  kinds,  fishinj;  lines 
of  every  description,  and  nil  sorts  of 
iii'tting,  sieves,  and  cod  traps.  It  is 
situate  at  Monday  I'ond,  conveiiient  to  the 
railroad. 


'i'liis  eoneern  was  orltiinally  built  in  1882, 
and  burned  down  in  Dicomber  1885.  'I'lie 
liresent  buildings  are  o''  a  more  substantial 
nature  in  brick  and  stone.  They  were  pushed 
forward  with  gri'at  energy,  ojierations  being 
commenced  the  following  .Inly,  only  six 
mouths  after  the  destruction  of  the  old 
buildings.  The  machinery  is  of  tlie  most 
improved  description,  and  the  goods  inanu- 
faetured  are  (juite  equal  to  anytlung  produced 
in  England  or  the  United  States. 
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wont  tliroiiffli  their  Innds,  stoned  the  enrrineerc,  took  awny  thoir  instni- 
u>ents,  and  drove  tliem  from  their  work.  The  inspector  of  police, 
Mr.  C'arty,  nnd  the  police  magistrate,  with  only  eleven  men,  were  left  to 
contend  with  a  mad,  excited  crowd  of  about  five  hundred  men  and 
women  armed  with  {,nins  and  every  vaiiety  of  weapon.  The  arrest  of 
the  ringleader  at  the  point  of  the  hayonet,  and  the  firm  action  of 
the  police  authorities,  eventually  restored   order.     All   this   unseemly. 


i 
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TUB  BOFE  WALK. 


dangerous  disturbance  was  directly  caused  by  the  unscrupulous  fabrica- 
tion of  falsehoods  to  stir  up  these  jioor,  ignorant  people  to  opjiose  the 
railway.^ 

For  five  days  the  whole  population  from  Topsail  to  Indian  Pond 
were  in  an  insane  state  of  excitement.  Though  it  was  the  busiest  time 
of  the  year,  they  never  did  a  stroke  of  work ;  all  day  long  they  watched 


'  This  riot  has  been  generally  known  as 
the  "  Battk'  of  Vox  Trup."  The  people  of  the 
south  shore  were  told  by  a  leading  merchant  in 
the  wijst  eM<l  of  St.  John's  that  if  the  railway 
were  carried  out  a  "  tall  gate "  (^toll  gate) 
would  he  erected  near  the  Long  Bridge,  and 


everj'  man  going  into  town  with  a  horse  and 
cart  would  have  to  pay  fifty  cents ;  that  their 
little  farms  and  horses  would  be  taxed,  and 
they  would  be  ruined.  They  further  believed 
that  if  the  tape  was  once  carried  over  their 
ground,  it  would  be  taken  from  them. 
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tlio  ent^inoevH  and  the  Hmall  posse  of  police,   and  tt)lloAfed  tliem  from 
place  to  place.     From   T(»psail   to  Indian   Pond  the  whole  jioptdation 
helieved  the  advent  of  this  terrible   monster,  the  railway,  meant  their 
ruin.       Thanks      to     the    vise 
counsels  of   the  Rev.    Jeremiah 
O'Donnell,  the  people  of  Holy- 
rood   and  Harbour   Main  never 
made  the  slijfhtest  opposition  to 
the  line. 

It  is  not  necessary  in  the 
present  day  to  say  anything  in 
favour  of  one  of  the  greatest 
factors  in  the  promotion  of 
modern  civilization  and  pro- 
gress— the  railway  ;  however 
u.sefid  and  beneficial  it  may  be 
in  an  old  settled  country,  it  is 
a  positive  and  absolute  necessity 
for  the  development  and  .settle- 
ment of  new  territory.  Look- 
ing at  the  posititm  of  our  most 
important    nortlu-rn     out-ports, 

with  their  great  timl»er  and  mineral  wealth,  developed  and  undeveloped, 
eoiiimunicatiou  with  them  by  railway,  especially  in  winter,  is  the  oidy 

]>ossible  means  of  intercourse.  It  was  one  of 
the  insupt'iiiblo  objections  to  the  line  that  it 
could  never  run  in  severe  winter  weather  ;  how- 
ever, experience  shows  us  that  by  good  manage- 
ment the  railway  will  nevt'r  be  retarded,  even 
by  the  worst  weather,  beyond  a  few  hours. 
When  the  coast  is  blocked  by  ice,  when  all 
travelling  by  road  is  im])(jssible,  the  trains  to 
Whitbourne  and  Placentia  have  run  their  course 
almost  as  punctually  as  in  the  finest  summer 
weather.  So  far  the  railroad  is  the  most  com- 
plete, the  most  safe  and  convenient  road  and 
mode  of  conununication  the  wit  of  man  has  been 
able  to  devise  ;  no  other  enterprise  of  modern 
times  so  benefits  the  working  man  or  distributes  labour  in  so  generally 
beneficial  a  manner. 

The   year   1883   is   distinguished   for   the   painful   episode    of    the 
Harbour  Grace  riot ;  it  was  not  only  a  most  regrettable  incident,  owing  to 
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ilie  (li'|il()ml>l('  loss  of  life,  hut  also  for  the  diro  fft'liii^M  of  rcviMifjo  nn<l 
Iwitrt'd  it  ciilli-'l  forth.  Thrtv!  iiii'ii  wero  kilU'd  hclonifiiif,'  to  the  ()raii;4»' 
proi't'ssion  luid  oni'  on  tho  Catholic  sido.  The  jiolii-o  antlioritii-s  at 
Haihour  Grace  had  full  waniinjf,  yet  no  precautions  were  taken  to  keep 
the  rival  factions  apart ;  this  fat  il  error  jirodueed  nio^t  disastrous 
effects,  hoth  social  and  i)olitical.  It  upset  tho  parties  in  the  Assembly 
and  the  trials,  •with  their  exhihition  of  perjuries  and  projudioe,  were  hy 
no  means  elifyin;;.  Tht^  whole  trcmhlo  was  biiirotten  of  fanaticism,  and 
it  ended  in  a  complete  fiasco. 

In  1885  there  was  a  new  deal  c"  tlie  political  cards,  and  consi<leralile 
shuffling.  Sir  W.  V.  Whiteway,  who  luid  been  Premier  durin<^  two  par- 
liament-*, resigned,  and  a  new  party  was  formed,  known  as  the 
"  ThorVmrn    Atlministration."      It    was    intended    at    fir.st    to     be    a 

genuine  Pi'otestant  Government,  worked  on 
.sound  connnercial  principles ;  it  was  to 
inaugiirate  a  new  reign  of  moderate  pro- 
gre8.s,  economy,  and  no  amalgamation ;  it 
ended  by  building  the  expensive  railway 
to  Placentia,  and  the  Thorburn  turnpike 
road  to  Broad  Cove,  the  best  constructeil 
and  the  most  costly  road  in  the  Colony. 
Its  stern  principles  of  "  no  amalgamation 
with  Catholics"  soon  died  away. 

The  Thorburn  Ad/ninistration  will  ever 
bo  memorable  for  their  bolil  policy  in  the 
inauguration  of  the  Bait  Act,  the  con- 
struction of  the  Placentia  Ilaihvav,*  and 
the  inception  of  the  new  line  to  Hall's  Bay. 
They  added  one  fine  touch  of  humour  to  the  annals  of  our  constitutional 
histoiy,  the  construction  of  the  Placentia  Railway  mider  the  d  sguise  of 
a  road.  One  member  of  the  Executive,  when  attacked  in  the  Legislative 
Council  on  this  subject,  solemnly  declared  that  he  was  not  aware  that 
the  Giivernment  were  building  a  railway,  and  when  he  found  out  that 
the  so-called   road  was  the   veritable    Placentia   Rail\va\'    hi.'  rosi<fned. 


^M 

SIR  R.  Tiionnrux. 
Sy  linssiuio. 


'  T'ms  railway  was  built,  so  it  is  saiil,  to 
o'')tain  the  ndlii'sion  of  the  two  Members  tor 
the  district,  Hon.  W.  J.  S.  Donnelly  and  the 
S))fiiker,  G.  11.  Emerson.  l-^iich  of  these 
eminent  le<;islators  cost  the  Colony  ^'250,' lOO. 
Another  account  of  the  reasons  for  build- 
ing the  Placentia  Kailway  and  the  admis- 
sion of  Catholich  to  the  ministry  i.s  jjiven 
by  a  friend  of  Sir  G.  Wm.  J)es  V<tux. 
lie  and    the    Governor   were    standing    on 


Colinet  Uridpe ;  they  wore  on  their  way  to 
Placentia  ;  they  could  plainly  hear  tlie  sound 
of  the  railway  whiiitie  at  Whitbourne.  The 
Governor  tlien  and  there  determined  to  use 
bis  influence  to  build  the  Placentia  branch 
railway.  My  informant  also  states  that 
it  was  the  CJovernor's  objection  to  the 
pentleman  named  as  Colonial  Secretary 
that  caused  the  Ministry  to  seek  for  Catholic 
allies. 


IUKXCII  OONVKXTION  OF  1H81. 


.M.*) 


To  Honii'  of  the  stern  uiiln'ii«liiij^  Tories  of  Wat'i-  Strt'ot,  tlif  iiiilway  \vii.s 
the  luicleiui  thin;,',  hence  tliis  tliiii  dis^^uisj;  it  w.ia  iiito^eth  •!•  too 
tninsparcnt  to  deceive  the  jmbl"  ■ 

Tho  convention  hetween  Kn^liiml  and  Fninee,  nmdc  in  1S,S4  ichitive 
to  French  fishery  rij'lits  in  Newfoundliind,  was  suliMiittetl  to  the  New* 
loundiiind  (Jovernnient  in  1HS4,  hy  Sir  Ciaie  Ford  and  Mr.  K.  M. 
Pennell,  C^M.d. ;  witli  certain  mollifications  it  rereived  a  (judiMed 
approval,  hut  the  Whit-^way  Cabinet  alisolntrly  rel'iiscd  to  hold  a 
special  session  of  the  L 'gislaturo  to  roc>>nunernl  its  adoption.  In  J.SJSo, 
on  the  change  of  Government,  Mr.  K.  B.  Pennell,  CM.'.!.,  uf  the  Colonial 
OtKce,  was  again  sent  out  to  Newfoundland  with  an  nnurided  Ltinvention 
to  confer  with  the  local  authorities  on 
tliH  subject,  and  to  endeavour  to 
make  an  arranffemont.  The  negotia- 
tions  ro-  Ued,  however,  in  the  Joint 
Connuiti  )  of  the  Hou.se  of  Assemltly 
uid  the  Council  aUsolutelv  refusing 
to  ratify  tho  FonbPennell  Conven- 
tion, unless  the  French  would  agree  to 
witlidraw  or  modify  their  bounties; 
conciUTently  tho  connnitteo  drafted, 
and  both  Houses  passed,  tho  fir,st 
Bait  Act  of  l(S8(j.  In  substance  it 
empowered  the  Executive  to  prohiliit 
tho  capture  in  our  wati-rs  for  exj)or- 
tatiori  or  .sale  of  bait  ti.shes,  except 
under  special  licence  to  be  i.ssued 
by  the  Receiver  (Jeneral  inider  the 
authority  of  the  Governor  in  Council. 
If  curried  out  ofHeiently  it  would  .stop  all  the  sujtply  of  bait  to  the  Fiench 
from  our  south  coa.st.  The  French  nmdc  oveiy  efioit  to  induce  the 
Imperial  Government  to  refuse  their  sanction  to  the  Act,  av.d  in  the 
Governor's  speech  of  1.S.S7  Sir  G.  W.  Des  Vceux  informed  the  begislaturt^ 
thiit  Her  Majesty  would  not  sanction  the  l>ill.  The  Governor's  despatch 
in  fav  nir  of  the  propose  I  measure,  and  the  address  from  the  Houso  of 
Assembly  sent  home  with  the  second  Bait  Bill  in  1887,  are  both  very 
able  and  ■\vell-written  documents. 

Sir  G.  W.  De,s  Yoeux  wrote  on  January  14,  1887,  to  Sir  H.  Holland; 
after  referring  to  the  matter  generally,  he  concluded  : — 

"  25.  Thougli  this  measure,  if  allowed,  would  to  a  kr^'o  extent  place  the  fiah 
production  in  this  neighbourhood  within  the  control  of  tho  jieojik'  of  this  Colony, 
they  havo  uo  desire  to  monopolize  it,  and  I  feel  satisfied  that  they  would  willinirly 
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modify  the  provisions  of  the  measure  in  favour  of  such  Governments  as  would 
grant  a  proportional  reciprocity. 

"  26.  Without  of  course  being  able  to  speak  with  certainty  as  to  the  amount  of 
concession  that  would  be  granted  by  the  Legislature  in  any  particular  case,  I  have 
very  good  reason  for  believing  that,  as  regards  the  United  States,  the  right  of 
obtaining  bait  would  be  restored  on  the  opening  of  the  Americt.n  markets  to 
Newfonndland  fish,  or  (if  common  cause  be  made  with  Canada)  to  all  British  fish  ; 
while  in  view  of  the  greater  expense  involved  in  maintaining  the  fishery  from 
head-quarters  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  I  believe  that  in  the  case  of  the 
French  the  abolition  or  a  substantial  reduction  of  the  export  bounties  would  aloiso 
be  held  suflBcient,  even  though  thf  other  bounties  and  the  prohibition  of  the  import 
of  British  fish  weie  still  retained.  In  a  word,  the  principle  that  the  colonists 
.  desire  to  maintain  is,  '  Livo  and  let  live,'  and  they  merely  object  to  that  of  '  Let 
others  live  by  killing  us.' 

"  26.  But  whether  the  views  of  the  colonists  on  this  subject  are  just  or  not  (and 
after  much  and  anxious  consideration  of  the  subject  I  am  bound  to  say  that,  in  my 
opinion,  they  are  based  on  very  substantial  grounds),  the  proposed  measure  of 
prohibition,  as  in  no  way  aH'ectiug  the  Treaty  rights  of  foreign  Powers,  can  scarcely 
be  contended  to  be  otherwise  than  such  as  is  within  the  competence  of  the  local 
Legislature  under  the  existing  constitution  of  the  Colony  ;  and,  indeed,  if  the 
same  object  had  been  aimed  at  by  more  indirect  means,  and  a  Bill  had  been  passed 
iuil)osing  a  prohibitive  duty  on  bait  exported  in  foreign  vessels,  it  appears  open  to 
doubt  whether,  under  my  existing  instructions,  I  should  have  been  justified  in 
refusing  assent  to  it. 

"  27.  But  however  this  may  be,  any  question  as  to  the  competence  in  the  matter 
of  the  Colonial  Legislature  has  been  practically  set  at  rest  by  the  recent  allowance 
of  the  Canadian  Bill,  which,  I  am  informed,  adopts  almost  precisely  similar  means 
for  procuring  an  analogous  object.  And  as  tho  importance  of  the  fisheries  to  the 
Dominion  is  moreover  incomparably  less,  for  the  reasons  above  given,  tlinu  to  this 
Colony,  it  may  be  presumed  that  the  disixllowancc  of  the  Newfoundland  I^ill,  which 
would  appear  probable  from  the  long  delay  of  decision,  is  due  to  some  Imperial 
consideration  whinh  applies  either  not  at  all,  or  in  a  considerably  less  degree, 
to  tho  case  of  Canada.  If  this  be  so,  as  indeed  there  are  other  reasons  for 
believing,  I  would  respectfully  urge  that  in  fairness  Kho  heavy  resulting  loss 
should  not,  or  at  all  events  not  exclusively,  fall  upon  this  Colony,  and  that  if  in 
the  national  interest  a  right  is  to  be  withheld  from  Xewfonndland  which  naturally 
belongs  to  it,  and  the  possession  of  which  makes  to  it  all  the  difference  between 
wealth  and  penury,  there  is  involved  on  the  part  of  the  nation  a  corresponding 
obligation  to  grant  compensation  of  a  value  equal,  or  nearly  equal,  to  that  of  the 
right  withheld. 

"  31.  I  would  respectfully  urge  that,  in  the  absence  of  a  fixed  decision  against 
this  measure,  the  delay  which  has  already  taken  place  in  respect  of  its  allowance 
ehould  not  be  further  prolonged. 

"  32.  Now  that  I  fully  comprehend  the  present  position  of  the  Colony,  it  is  to 
me  no  longer  a  matter  of  wonder  that  the  Legislature  has  hitherto  failed  to  ratify 
tne  proposed  Arrangement  with  France ;  indeed,  I  can  scarcely  conceive  it  possible 
that  this  Arrangement  will  ever  be  accepted  so  long  as  the  Bait  Clause  remains  in 
it,  and  no  security  is  takeu  that  the  export  bounties  will  not  be  maintained  on  their 
present  footing. 


THE  BAVr  BILL. 


517 


irnments  as  would 


I.S  to  the  amount  of 
icular  case,  I  have 
atea,  the  right  of 
erici.n  markets  to 
to  all  British  fish  ; 
■  the  fishery  from 
in  the  case  of  the 
nities  would  alone 
ition  of  the  import 
that  the  colonists 
:t  to  that  of  '  Let 


re  just  or  not  (and 
to  say  that,  in  my 
3osed  measure  of 
wers,  can  scarcely 
:ence  of  the  local 
d,  indeed,  if  the 
1  had  been  passed 
''  appears  open  to 
been  justified  in 


Qce  in  the  matter 

recent  allowance 

;ly  similar  means 

e  fisheries  to  the 

Ten,  tliau  to  this 

Hand  nUl,  which 

some  Imperial 

ly  less  degree, 

her  reasons   for 

resulting  loss 

and  that  if  in 

which  naturally 

'erence  between 

i  corresponding 

,  to  that  of  the 


lecision  against 
)f  its  allowance 


Colony,  it  is  to 
failed  to  ratify 
Jeive  it  possible 
use  remains  in 
taiued  on  their 


"  33.  For  though  all  the  other  articles  have  the  appearance  of  concession  on 
the  part  of  the  French,  and  some  are,  no  doubt,  substantial  concessions,  they  arc 
all  immeasurably  outweighed  by  the  uingle  concession  required  on  the  part  of  this 
Colony.  For  if  there  were  granted  to  the  French  an  inalienable  right  to  procure 
bait  here,  the  future,  not  only  of  the  coast  where  they  already  have  fishing  rights, 
but  of  the  whole  Colony,  would  practically  le  placed  within  the  control  of  their 
Government.  Even  if  the  present  bounties  c'uould  prove  insufficient,  it  would 
require  but  a  slight  addition  to  them,  involving  an  exceedingly  small  cost  by 
comparison  with  the  enormous  expenditure  of  France,  to  destroy  the  trade  of  this 
Colony  altogether,  and  at  once ;  and  in  view  of  the  great  importance  attached  to 
those  fisheries  by  the  French,  as  the  means  of  maintaining  the  strength  of  their 
navy,  it  would  appear  by  no  means  improbable  that  such  an  attempt  would  be 
made  if  there  were  thus  withdrawn  the  only  means  of  preventing  its  success. 
And  this  probability  appears  the  greater,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  cesaation 
of  British  productions  with  the  cause  in  operation  that  would  render  its  recovery 
impossible  woula,  in  all  probability,  produce  a  rise  in  the  market  value  of  fish, 
which  would  eventitally  7'ender  unnecessary  the  continuance  nf  any  bounty,  so  that 
the  additional  expenditure  on  the  part  of  France  would  be  only  a  temporary 
sacrifice  that  would  secure  a  permanent  economical  gain. 

"  34.  As  the  matter  at  present  appears  to  me,  it  seems  deserving  of  the  con- 
sideration of  Her  Majesty's  Government  whether  it  would,  under  any  circumstances, 
be  politic  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  French  a  weapon  capable  of  being  used  with 
such  terrible  effect  against  British  interests,  and  whether,  without  the  security  for 
the  discontinuance  of  the  bountiea  on  their  present  footing  rs  above  referred  to, 
it  would  be  wise  to  make  further  etiort  for  the  passing  of  the  Arrangement  while 
the  Bait  Clause  is  included  in  it. 

"  35.  In  conclusion,  I  would  respectfully  expresp,  on  behalf  of  this  suffering 
Colony,  the  earnest  hope  tUat  the  vital  interests  of  200,000  IJritish  subjects  will 
net  be  disregarded  out  of  deference  to  the  susceptibilities  of  any  foreign  Power, 
and  this  especially  when  the  privilege  which  that  I'ower  desires  to  retain  cannot 
be  pretended  to  be  matter  of  right,  but  is  a  benefit  which  may  be  lawfully  witli- 
drawn,  as  in  the  nature  of  a  tenancy  at  will,  and  may  now  be  justly  withdrawn  as 
being  used  for  the  infliction  of  fatal  injury  on  those  who  have  hitheito  permitted 
its  enjoyment.  Sincerely  hoping  tliat  the  fulfilment  of  the  desire  of  Newloundland 
may  be  no  longer  delayed,  and  tliab  1  may  bo  able  to  meet  the  Legislature  next 
month  with  the  announcement  that  this  important  Bill  has  already  received  Her 
Majesty's  gra-ious  allowance  and  confirmation,  I  have,  &c. 

"  G.  William  bes  V<eux." 

The  House  declared  : — 

"  It  was  with  feelings  of  profound  disappointment  and  regret  that  we  learned 
from  His  Excellency's  speech,  at  the  opening  of  the  present  Session  of  the  Legis- 
laiure,  and  from  your  despatch  to  him  of  the  3rd  instant,  that  Her  Majesty  will 
not  be  advised  to  give  her  oanctiou  to  this  Bill. 

"  This  announcement  awakened  a  public  sentiment  that  has  had  its  expression 
in  the  immediate  passage  of  another  similar  Bill,  which  took  precedence  of  all 
other  business  in  the  Legislature,  and  will  be  transmitted  immediately  for  the 
approval  of  Her  Majesty's  Government.  We  most  earnestly  trust  that  the  result 
of  this  renewed  efl'ort  in  support  of  our  rights  may  not  bo  another  disap[)oiutmont 
with  itF  rninons  consequences. 

•*  When  we  learn  from  your  despatch  that  the  main  reason  for  the  refusal  of  our 
Bill  is  that  its  present  adoption  would  '  inflict  grave  loss  on  the  French  fishermen,' 
wo  cannot  forbear  from  the  expression  of  our  surprise  at  this  apparent  disregard  of 
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the  sufferings  of  onr  fishermen,  and  of  the  British  interests  which  nre  thna  made 
snb.-jcrvient  fco  the  purposes  of  foreigners.  The  people  of  this  Colony  have  the 
right  in  our  fisheries,  and  foreigner.4  have  not ;  and  wo  cannot  see  those  rights 
surrendered  in  defiance  of  onr  appeals  without  expressing  our  deep  sense  of  the 
injustice  to  which  our  people  are  thus  called  on  to  submit. 

"Your  despatch  sets  forth  that  further  information  is  required  to  enable  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  a])preciate  the  true  characrer  and  bearings  of  our  Bait 
Bill.  The  Address  of  the  Legislature,  already  referred  to,  in  possession  of  Her 
Majesty's  (Government,  is  pregnant  with  facts  in  justification  of  that  measure,  and 
appears  to  us  to  exhaust  the  whole  subject.  But  wbi'e  we  fail  to  see  any  want  of 
completeness  in  the  evidence  already  supplied,  every  desire  is  felt  to  satisfy  any 
further  reasonable  requirements  in  this  respect. 

"  It  would  further  appear  from  your  despatch  that,  in  support  of  the  objections 
to  the  measure,  much  importance  is  given  to  the  fact  that  the  bait  traflSo  has  been 
long  recognised,  and  has  only  of  late  been  rosi^ited.  We  thought  the  reasons  for 
this  change  of  view  had  been  fully  explained  ia  the  representations  recently  made 
to  Her  Majesty's  Government.  The  traffic  was  permitted  so  long  as  the  bounty- 
assirited  fisheries  of  France  found  a  market  in  tbat  country  for  their  produce.  But 
within  the  last  tliree  years  the  great  increase  in  their  fisheries  has  gone  far  beyond 
the  re(iuirements  of  their  home  markets  ;  and  wc  find  them  meeting  us  in  Spain, 
Italj',  and  other  Eurojican  countries;  and,  with  the  bounty  equal  to  60  per  cent,  of 
the  value  of  the  fish,  they  are  fast  supplanting  us  ;  the  reduced  value  of  cur  staple 
industry  from  this  cause  already  representing  a  fairly  estimated  snm  of  £250,000 
per  annum,  under  conditions  that  menace  us  with  a  still  more  serious  decline.  In 
those  facts,  our  change  of  view  of  the  bait  traffic  is  but  too  well  warranted,  and  we 
hi  -3  abundant  reason  for  the  application  of  the  remedy  provided  in  the  Bait  Act. 
In  furnishing  our  rivals  iviih  bait,  wc  promote  the  evils  wc  have  to  contend  with, 
and  our  only  course  is  to  terminate  this  suicidal  traffic. 

"We  arc  but  too  consJcious  that,  from  the  causes  rcfcired  to,  the  condition  of 
our  trade  awakens  a  sense  of  great  anxiety  at  the  present  moment ;  while  we  have 
full  trust  in  the  future,  if  only  permitted  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  legislate 
as  wo  see  fit  for  the  protection  of  what  belongs  to  us.  We  regret  we  cannot  safely 
acocpt  your  view  of  waiting  to  test,  by  further  experience,  the  question  how  much 
longer  ?.nd  to  what  further  extent  our  trade  will  bear  up  against  the  adverse 
influences  that  now  prevail.  Our  ability  to  sustain  ourselves  against  undue 
f^ompetitic!?  v-i^",I:l  bo  no  argument  for  obliging  us  to  contrilmte  to  its  con- 
tinuance, while  the  perils  of  such  an  experiment  arc  too  obvious  to  warrant  its 
acceptance. 

"Her  Majesty's  Government,  in  proposing  that  they  should  be  the  judges  of 
the  efi'ect  of  our  measures  on  our  local  interests,  are  not,  we  humbly  submit,  in  a 
])osition  to  discharge  that  duty  with  safet}'  or  advantage.  Wl.ev.  it  is  suggested 
that,  as  regards  our  Bait  Act,  a  consultatirn  with  the  French  may  lead  to  a  remedy 
being  found  in  some  other  direction  for  the  admitted  evils,  this  proposal  would 
appear  to  have  originated  with  a  want  of  knowledge  of  the  situation.  A  free 
supply  of  bait  to  Ihc  French  from  our  coasts  moans  the  effacement  of  our  British 
trade  and  the  exodus  of  our  population,  and  forbids  all  thought  of  possible 
equivalents.  Wc,  moreover,  munt  decline  respectfully  to  acco])t  the  view  that  the 
French,  or  any  other  foreign  Power,  has  a  status  or  consultative  claim  in  the 
control  or  dispc^tion  of  our  property,  and  we  humbly  demur  to  any  recognition  of 
their  pretensions  in  this  respect.  Wo  acknowledge  no  authority  but  that  of  the 
Imperial  Government,  and  their  rights  of  dominion  are  wisely  limited  by  our 
constitutional  powers,  whicii  secure  for  us  the  free  exercise  of  our  instructed 
intelligence  in  the  nuvnagonient  of  our  local  aii'airs. 
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"  The  decision  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  leaves  us  to  deal  with  disheartening 
prospects  for  another  year,  the  effects  being  already  seen  in  the  restriction  and 
abandonment  of  proposed  enterprise ;  but  wo  cannot  believe  that  any  alleged 
d'fRcnlties  will  be  allowed  further  to  supersede  the  rights  and  mar  the  fortunes  of 
the  loyal  pcoplo  of  this  Colony  struggling  to  maintain  their  position  as  au 
indapendent  and  honourable  appendage  of  the  British  Crown." 

In  1887,  when  our  delegates  were  sent  to  England  to  press  on  tlie 
snnjtion  of  the  Bait  Act,  their  arrival,  most  fortunately  for  our  interests, 
coincided  with  the  holding  of  the  Colonial  Conference  in  London.  Our 
Premier,  then  Mr.  Thnrbiirn,  soon  made  Sir  Robert,  represented  the 
most  ancient  colony ;  he  was  the  premier  of  colonial  premiers.  In 
claiming  our  rights  to  control  and  legislate  for  our  own  fisheries  we  had 
all  the  colonies  on  our  side  but  Canada ;  she  demanded  from  the 
Colonial  Office  that  the  Act  should  be  disallowed,  and  even  if  allowed,  the 
penal  clauses  should  be  altered.  Our  re[)resentatives  gave  an  assurance 
that  Canadian  fishermen  were  "  to  be  placed  upon  the  same  footing  as 
our  own."  Whilst  we  must  all  do  justice  to  the  able  and  earnest  efforts 
of  our  delegates,  Sir  A.  Shea  and  Sir  R.  Thorburn,  the  fortunate  coinci- 
dence of  their  visit  and  the  con- 
ference of  all  the  Colonial  Premiers 
gave  great  weight  to  our  demand 
for  the  Imperial  sanction  to  the 
Bait  Act ;  in  the  Jubilee  Year  of 
Her  Majesty's  accession,  the  Colonial 
Office  dare  not  be  so  ungracious  as 
to  refuse  us  the  exercise  of  a  right 
in  which  we  would  be  sustained  l)y 
ever}'-  Colonial  statesman  then  iu 
London. 

The  British  Government,  having 
most  reluctantly  tissentod  to  the  Bait 
Act,  made  it  a  condition  that  the 
Act  shouM  not  be  put  in  force  until 
the  following  s^pring  (1888). 

The  year  1887  will  be  ever  me- 
morable as  the  Jubilee  of  our  Gracious  Sovereign  Queen  Victoria. 
The  occasion  called  out  a  grand  exhibition  of  loyalty  over  tlie  vast 
Empire  whose  dj-um-beat  now  encircUs  the  world.  In  St.  Johns 
an  impressive  Jubilee  service  was  hehl  in  the  YViiylican  cathedral  of 
St.  John  the  Baptist,  and  was  attended  by  all  denominations. 

The  subse(pient  history  of  this  important  (piestion  of  the  Bait  Act 
is  well  known  to  Newfoundland  readers.  I  was  reciuested  by  the 
Thorburn  Goveniinent  to  jiut  the  Act  in  opeiation.     In  IVrarch  1888  I 
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found  myself  one  morning  suddenly  tranrs^'n-med  from  a  peaceful  Distiict 
Judge  into  the  commander  of  a  fleet ;  the  French  called  me  "  Bonil.arde 
Admiral,"  and  our  tugs  "  the  Ironcladn."  We  had  very  great  difficulty 
in  getting  free  from  the  ice;  the  old  Hermles,  however,  butted  her  way 
round  Cape  Spear,  and  the  S.S.  Luly  Glover  followed  in  her  wake ;  we 
managed  to  "clear  ovir  skirts,"  whilst  the  Curleic  and  Pmiia  were 
detained  for  a  long  time  at  Trepassy.  The  initial  difficulties  attending 
a  very  arduous  undertaking  were  thus  overcome. 

The  year  1892  will  ever  be  memorable  in  the  Colony  as  a  period 
of  calamity,  beginning  with  the  great  disaster  in  Trinity  Bay,  and 
followed  by  the  fire  of  July.  In  January  all  the  English-sjjeaking 
world  mourned  for  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence  ;  sincere  and  wide- 
spread sympathy  was  felt  for  the  bereaved  prince  and  for  the  mother, 
the  beloved  Danish  princess,  endeared  to  all  Engli>.h  hearts.  In  February 
occurred  one  of  those  terrible  calamities  and  loss  of  humnn  life  which 
vividly  impress  us  with  the  terrible  dangers  to  which  our  hardy 
fishermen,  who  earn  their  bread  upon  the 
waters,  are  daily  and  houi'ly  exposed. 

Saturday,  the  28th  of  February  1892 
is  a  dark  day  in  the  annals  of  Ti'initj-, 
a  day  to  be  ever  remembered  and 
mourned.  The  morning  sun  ushered  in 
a  lovely  dawn,  the  sky  was  clear,  a  soft, 
bright,  balmy  air  blew  from  the  land 
over  the  treaclierous  sea,  the  light  breeze 
scarcely  ruffled  its  bosom.  Frcni  Trinity, 
f.nd  every  liarbour  adjacent,  bouts  were 
out  hy  early  dawn  in  pursuit  of  seals, 
which  had  been  seen  the  previous  even- 
ing. From  Trinity,  Ship  Cove,  Tronty, 
English  Harbour,  Salmon  Cove,  and  other 
small  places,  the  daring  ice-huntei's  set 
buoyant  spirits  to  chase  the  wary  seal : 
dangerous  pursuit  the  Newfoundlander  recks  not  of  danger ;  diffi- 
culties and  perils  that  woidd  allright  one  unaccustomed  to  the  ice- 
lields  are  mere  sport  to  the  hardy  native.  On  this  eventful  day 
seals  were  few  and  scattered  ;  in  the  fierce  excitement  of  the  chase 
nuvny  went  far  out  into  the  bay,  heedless  of  the  coming  tempest ;  a  few 
of  the  older  fishermen,  especially  those  from  Trinity,  more  wary,  and 
probably  loss  vigorous,  noticed  the  first  signs  of  the  storm,  and  before 
the  icy  blast  came  down  with  full  force  they  were  under  the  lee  of  the 
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land  and  could  row  in.  Two  hundred  and  fifteen  men  were  out  on  that 
day  ;  the  majority  got  safe  to  land  after  a  tremendous  stiniggle  for  tlieir 
lives ;  the  rest  of  the  unfortunate  fishermen,  in  spite  of  their  heroic 
exertions,  were  finally  ovei"powered ;  with  strong  arms  they  i-oweil  for 
their  lives,  but  the  freezing  icy  tornado  swept  down  upon  tliem  and 
paralysed  their  ettorts  ;  they  had  done  all  that  men  could  do  against  the 
blizzard  ;  they  fought  with  the  gale  whilst  instant  death  appeared  on 
every  wave.  One  bold  crew  from  English  Harbour,  seeing  all  their 
attempts  to  stem  the  tempest  were  in  vain,  made  for  the  ice  ;  so  chilling 
was  the  blast  that  before  the  boat  had  reached  the  floe,  flying  before 
the  wind,  one  young  fellow  became  paralysed  with  the  cold  ;  however, 
Newfoundlanders  in  a  diflSculty  are  never  without  resoun  e.  They 
climbed  on  to  a  pan  higher  than  the  rest,  where  they  made  a  rude 
shelter ;  their  boat  was  broken  up  to  make  a  fii  e  ;  with  this  and  some 
seals  they  managed  to  live  througli  that  awful  night.  Thirteen  fisher- 
men were  found  frozen  to  death  in  their  little  punts ;  eleven  others 
were  driven  up  the  bay  and  perished  in  that  dark  cold  night  of  death. 
The  hardships  that  were  endured,  the  suflerings  of  the  poor  fellows 
that  were  saved,  the  agony  of  suspense  for  the  dear  ones  on  shore,  the 
heroism  of  these  poor  humble  souls  in  their  hour  of  agony  is  known 
only  to  the  Almighty  Power  "  that  rulas  the  raging  of  the  sea."  All  that 
could  be  done  was  done  to  alleviate  the  distressed  ;  a  gallant  c;ew  fi-om 
Heart's  Delight  s^fived  the  sixteen  men  on  the  ice  ;  the  gcnei-ous  Captain 
Fowlow  put  out  in  the  schooner  and  succoured  some  and  brought  them 
home  to  their  agonised  families.  Charity  flowed  in  to  the  widows  and 
orphans  ;  kindness,  open-handed  liberality,  tender  human  sympathy  was 
called  forth  for  the  mourners,  for  those,  alas,  wliose  sorrow  for  the 
dead  will  never  die,  who  all  life  long  will  grieve  over  the  death  and 
destruction  of  that  dark  day  of  storm. 


In  the  course  of  this  History  I  have  often  had  to  chronicle  the 
ravages  of  fire  ;  thrice  our  capital  has  been  destroyed  by  the  devouring 
flame;  the  conflagration  of  the  8th  and  9th  of  July  1892  far  exceeded 
all  former  calamities  in  suddenness  and  in  the  immense  value  of  tlie 
property  destroyed.  The  great  fire  of  184G  began  with  the  upsetting 
of  a  glue-pot  in  the  shop  of  Hamelin  the  ca!)inet-maker,  the  still  greater 
fii'e  of  July  1892  commenced  in  a  stable,  and  was,  in  all  probability, 
caused  by  the  spark  from  a  careless  labourer's  pipe.  Conunencing  on  a 
fine  summer's  evening,  fanned  by  a  high  wind,  the  fire  burnt  all  through 
the  nighb,  and  in  t!ie  bright  dawn  ot  that  ever-memorable  9th  of  July, 
ten  thousand  people  found  themselves  homeless,  a  forest  of  chinmeys  and 
heaps  of  ashes  marking  where  the  evening  before  had  stood  one  of  the 
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busiest  and  most  flourishing  towns  in  the  maritime  provinces.     Lest  I 
should  be  accused  of  prejudice,  I  prefer  giving  an  account  of  the  disaster 


ther  pen.     Nearly  all  the  following  dt-scripl ion  is  taken  from  tlie 
St.  Jolnrs  Evening  Herald  of  10th  September  1892  : — 
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Ever  memomble  in  the  annals  of  St.  John's  will  l)o  the  8th  day  of  July  1802. 
For  genoratioiia  to  come  the  great  fire  of  this  year  will  form  a  subject  for  conver- 
sation, a  period  to  date  from,  in  the  sanio  manner  as  for  the  past  forty-six  years 
the  groat  fire  of  the  Wth  of  June  1846  has  boon.  Exactly  forty-six  years  and  ono 
month  had  passed  away  since  the  great  Are  of  1846,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
St.  John's  hnd  come  to  look  upon  the  fire  demon  as  ono  that  would  never  again 
destroy  any  great  portion  of  our  city.  We  felt  secure  in  the  great  water  p<jwer 
we  had,  and  the  almost  unlimited  (juantity  which  was  stored  in  the  natural 
reservoir  at  Windsor  Lake.  In  fact,  such  was  our  faith  in  the  power  of  the 
fire  department,  and  in  the  supply  of  water,  that  when  a  fire  occurred,  even  at 
night,  but  few  people  ever  troubled  to  arise  from  their  beds  to  ascertain  its 
whereabouts. 

Such  was  the  feeling  of  security,  thnt  when  the  bells,  rang  the  double  alarm 
on  Friday,  the  8th  July,  but  few  people  paid  any  attention  to  it.  The  weather 
hud  been  extremely  hot  for  some  weeks  before ;  so  much  so,  that  the  griisa  had 
withered  on  the  high  lands,  and  vegetables  were  being  dried  up.  Forest  fires 
prevailed  in  the  surrounding  country,  and  for  days  the  air  had  boen  laden  with 
the  smoke  and  heat  of  burning  bush  and  moss.  Friday  was  one  of  the  hottest 
days  of  the  summer,  the  thermometer  registering  87"  in  the  shade  at  2  p.m. 
Although  the  thermometer  ranged  bo  high,  an  unusually  strong  breeze  of  wind 
prevailed  all  day,  decking  the  harbour  with  "white  caps,"  and  tho  dnst  flew 
about  in  blinding  showers.  About  five  o'clock  the  Central  fire  bell  rang  out  an 
alarm,  which  was  quickly  responded  to  by  the  firemen,  who  proceeded  to  the  scene 
of  tho  conflagration  at  the  juncticm  of  Freshwater  and  Pennywell  lioads.  By  the 
careless  handling  of  a  match  tho  stable  of  Mr.  T.  Brien  had  caught  fire,  and  thero 
is  not  the  least  doubt  that  it  might  have  been  easily  extinguished  in  its  incipient 
stage,  but  that  not  a  bucketful  of  water  could  bo  had,  for  the  waler-pipea  had 
been  undergoing  lepairs  that  daj',  and  although  tho  water  is  said  to  have  been 
turned  on  at  3  p.m.,  the  water  at  5  had  not  reached  the  higher  levels  of  tho 
town,  and  the  reservoir,  close  to  the  scene  of  the  outbreak,  was  found  to  bo  empty, 
having  been  pumped  out  by  the  lire  brigade  at  a  practice  about  one  month 
previously.  ^Vith  no  water  to  check  tho  devouring  element,  and  a  stable  full  of 
hay  to  feed,  and  a  f,ale  of  wind  to  fuu  the  flames,  tho  fire  spread  with  incrediblo 
rapidity,  leaping  from  house  to  house.  It  was  speedily  seen  that  tho  fire  was 
going  to  assume  largo  proportions,  and  a  call  was  made  for  extra  aid,  which 
brought  many  townsfolk  to  the  spot,  but  although  there  were  many  willing  hands, 
there  was  no  water.  This  fact  seemed  to  paralyse  the  firemen,  and  the  leaping 
ilames  flying  with  such  rapidity  from  house  to  house,  passing  over  an  occasional 
one,  demonstrated  tho  fact  that  no  human  eflfort  could  stay  their  onward  rush. 
AVhilst  one  stream  of  fire  rapidly  descended  Carter's  Hill,  another  swiftly  destroyed 
Ihe  buildings  on  the  south  side  of  Harvey  .Street,  and  those  on  Long's  Hill,  taking 
in  its  course  tho  magnificent  Methodist  College  Hall,  School,  and  Home  ;  tho 
Masonic  Temple,  a  comparatively  new  building,  and  ono  that  was  justly  looked 
upon  with  great  pride  by  the  Masonic  fraternity.  The  destruction  of  Presbyterian 
Manse  and  building  near  by  followed. 

People  began  to  realise  that  the  fire  was  going  to  be  one  of  huge  jjroportions  ; 
household  goods  were  hastily  packed  and  taken  to  places  which  were  thought  to 
bo  safe,  such  as  the  Church  of  England  Cathedral,  tho  Gower  Street  Methodist 
Church,  and  tho  St.  Patrick's  Hall.  Soon  flying  pieces  of  shingle  and  light  wood 
were  scattered  over  the  city,  and  in  less  than  two  hours  fires  had  started  in  several 
places.  Scotland  Kow,  on  Church  Hill,  was  on  fire  before  the  Masonic  Temple  bad 
caught,  and  a  building  inside  of  Chain  Kock   was   burnt  down  before  the  tiro 


.  :H 


II 


■li  .  I    ■'!ii 


!i2i 


KEION  OF  VICTORIA,  1H57-1895. 


t 


i;    1 


rc'ivchod  Wfitor  Stroct.  Tho  f'onrt  Hnnso  and  W.  rftmplipirB  supply  store  ranjjht 
siiimltaiicnutfly,  ftiid  boforo  (iowor  Street  Church  was  on  firo.  Staiuliiin  nmrtho 
Synod  Ifall  ono  conhl  soo  a  mass  of  flames  rnihincr  down  Long's  Hill  and  aeross 
the  road  from  the  Firo  Hall,  licking  up  the  brick  buildings  in  front  of  Vic  toiia 
JIall  as  though  they  were  chips.  A  fow  finuncn,  with  a  eliort  hose,  through  which 
feebly  filtered  a  small  stream  of  water,  endeavoured  to  put  out  a  Bpttrk  of  fire 
which  fell  on  tho  building  north  of  Mr.  Mariott's  lioufto  ;  presently  it  was  n 
that  tho  Clergy  House  adjoining  Bishop  Jones's  residence  was  oti  firo,  and  thtui  ^.lO 
roof  of  tho  Synod  Hall  caught.  A  ladtlor  and  some  water  would  have  saved  thcao 
buildings,  but  there  was  none  at  1>  m\,  and  tho  chief  of  tho  Municipal  Council 
stood  and  gazed  in  a  helpless  manner  at  the  empty  hose  and  the  burning  buildings. 

Tho  firo  had  now  reached  that  noble  edifice  the  Church  of  Kngland  Cathedral,  a 
work  of  art,  of  Gothic  design,  by  Sir  Gilbert  Scott.  Although  not  quite  comijlcte, 
it  was  the  prid"  of  the  city.  It  had  been  erected  at  a  cost  of  about  !5<r)i lO.Oi lO,  tho 
transejjts  and  chancel  having  been  lately  added  to  the  nave,  which  latter  had  been 
built  forty  3  cars  previously.  Alas,  it  now  lies  a  magnificent  ruin.  With  tho 
onward  swic])  of  tho  firo,  tho  heat  and  tho  wind  increased.  Sweeping  down  over 
Gower  and  Duckworth  Street,  tho  brick  and  stone  buildings,  warehouses,  .stores, 
halls,  public  buildings,  and  houses  on  Water  Street  fell  before  tho  flames  as 
speedily  as  did  the  wooden  buildings  higher  up.     Tho  Union  Bank  had  a  narrow 
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cpcnpe,  due  no  doubt  to  tho  fact  that  it  was  protected  in  the  front  by  the  large 
poplar  trees  standing  in  the  Cathedral  grounds. 

By  8  o'clock  the  fire  had  reached  Water  Street,  and  Messrs.  Harvey  and  Co. 'a 
premises,  Campbell's,  Job  Bros,  and  Co.'s,  were  on  fire  in  the  east,  and  the  Court 
House  to  the  west  of  Market  House  Hill.  People  on  the  upper  levels  were  fast 
hurrying  away  with  their  household  goods,  those  who  could  employing  teams  and 
paying  exorbitant  prices  for  their  hire.  Many  deposited  their  belongings  in  the 
Etreets,  only  to  be  consumed  by  the  relentless  flames,  or  stolen  from  them.  As 
the  night  advanced,  the  fire  swept  on  from  Long's  Hill  west  down  over  Playhouse 


THE  FIRE  OF  1H!>2. 


525 


Hill  to  Bock'd  Covo,  wbero  a  vigoroiiH  stiind  wuh  made,  which  was  on'octiml  in 
Btopjiing  itH  progrcHs  west.  On  PlayliouHo  Hill,  near  Hates  Struct,  a  viK''<'"<n 
ollbrt  was  iiiado  by  some  n(il)le  workers,  who  formed  a  tin"  break  by  tearing  down 
Dougherty's  Forge,  thus  saving  the  upper  jiart  ol'  the  town.  The  liri',  which  luul 
taken  posHossion  of  the  buildinga  on  Garrison  Hill,  was  communicated  to  the 
St.  Patrick's  Hall,  and  notwithstanding  the  gnat  eirorts  tnado  by  tho  Christian 
Brothers  and  others  to  save  this  fine  building,  it  was  soon  one  mass  of  flanu-a.  It 
wa3  then  feared  that  tho  fire  wouhl  spread  to  thoConventand  buildinga  on  Military 
Boad,  and  a  stand  was  made  to  save  tiio  houses  on  the  north  aide  of  Queen's  Road. 
All  on  tho  south  side  were  in  flames,  but  tho  stone  chajx  1  belonging  to  tho 
Congregationalists  stood  intact.  It  was  here  that  great  want  of  tact  was  displayed 
by  those  in  charge  of  the  Hro  department.  A  hosi'  whicli  was  engaged  in  playing 
on  soino  wooden  buildings  fnrther  to  tho  eastward,  and  which  conld  not  possibly 
do  any  service  at  tho  time,  should  have  been  employed  in  wotting  tho  side  of  tiie 
Congregational  Church.  Had  such  been  done,  this  building,  tho  one  opposite, 
and  in  all  probability  the  houses  of  Mr.  Greuue  and  of  Ma.\so  Terrace,  would  havu 
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been  saved.  The  fire  which  had  swept  down  Gowcr,  Huckworth,  and  Water 
Streets,  crept  slowly  up  Prescott  Street,  and  at  the  top  of  King's  Koad  a  great 
efiort  was  made  to  save  the  Eastern  Fire  Hall,  which  was  successful.  Had  this 
taken  fire  all  the  buildinga  on  Military  Koad  would  have  licen  destroyed.  Another 
danger  menaced  Military  Koad  in  the  presence  of  a  stable  to  the  south-east  of  the 
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Brill  Shod,  which  conld  not  ho  reached  hy  tho  hoso.  On  thia  bnildinp  for  ovor 
baU'-aa-hi)iir  tliroo  of  t\u)  im'iiil)urs  of  tho  forco  worked  ri^lit  vtiliimtly,  beinj^ 
Buppliod  with  wiitor  by  a  body  of  citizens,  who  vied  with  vavM  other  in  canyiny 
IjnekotH.  It  was  hero  that  ConBtablo  iMfiniiiiif?  foil,  injuring  himself  somewhat. 
Owiny  to  tho  exertions  of  those  policemen  and  citizens,  tho  Military  Itoad 
Buildings,  the  Methodist  School  nn  Carow  Street,  and  the  Church  of  Enj,'land 
Academy  Buildings  were  Kaved. 

Tho  firo  had  now  reached  Cochrane  Street,  and  it  was  hoped  that  tho  upjier 
portion  of  this  fine  street  might  bo  save, I.  A  few  lengths  of  hoso  were  obtiiinod, 
l)ut  not  suHicient  to  i-each  tho  burning  houses,  and  tho  water  snpply  was  not  wbat  it 
onght  to  hivo  been.  Several  attempts  wore  made  to  pull  down  buildings,  but  as 
they  wore  Hup[)led  with  very  staunch  chimneys,  tho  efforts  proved  futile  until  the 
firo  had  reached  next  doDr  to  tho  Hon.  G.  'L'.  Rendell'a  residence.  Tiio  house  to 
southward  was  partially  torn  down  whilst  on  firo,  saving  Mr.  KendoU's,  the  only 
house  now  standing  on  the  oast  side  of  Cochrane  Slroot. 

About  two  o'clock,  the  fiie  had  reached  tho  buildings  west  of  Devon  Row.  Tho 
watorsido  premises,  stores,  wareViouses,  wliarves,  &c.,  from  Bowring's  to  Murray's 
were  a  mass  of  ruina.  i'itts' Tobacco  and  Soap  Factory  was  in  flames,  and  it  was 
feared  that  Devon  Row  would  go,  but  a  vigorous  ell'ort  on  tho  part  of  its  residents 
saved  it,  and  the  destroying  element  swept  past,  consuming  the  stores  of  lion.  A. 
M.  McKay,  The  Tannery,  Mos.-rs  John  Woods  &  Son's  promises,  Huvey's  Tobacco 
Factory  and  Bakery,  the  Coastal  ('  )mpany's  Wharf  and  Stores,  a  portion  of  lloj'los 
Town,  including  tho  Convent  School,  and  tho  buildings  on  Signal  llill.  including  tho 
Bavarian  Biowcry,  Lindberg's,  W.  Canning's,  and  the  American  Consul's  residences. 
The  ])re8ervation  of  that  part  of  Iloyles  Town  adjoining  tho  Railway  Depot  is  duo 
to  the  hard  work  done  by  Manager  Noble,  of  the  Railway  Company,  and  his  men, 
who  successfully  fought  the  sparks  and  flames.  The  St.  George's  Barracks,  which 
was  used  as  a  fever  and  dijihtheria hospital,  and  several  buildings  on  the  cnest  of  the 
hill  had  taken  fire,  and  were  destroyed  early  in  tho  evening.  Several  vessels 
lying  at  tho  wharves  had  narrow  escapes.  Tho  Nelhj,  Ethel,  and  I'rhtce  Le  Boo 
moved  into  the  stream,  and  their  rigging  and  sails  caught  fire  several  times.  The 
steamer  Sharpshooter,  brig  Bovrc,  the  coal  hulk  llimlrcss,  and  a  number  of  small 
boats  were  burned. 

Alovit  5.30  a.m.  of  the  ninth  the  fire  had  completed  its  work  of  destruction  ; 
fully  three-finirths  of  the  city  lay  in  ruins.  820,000,000  worth  of  property  had  been 
destroyed,  only  covered  by  an  insurance  of  ^d.HOO.OOO.'  Ncarlj'  eleven  thousand 
jieople  were  homeless,  some  two  thousand  houses  and  rtores  had  been  destroyed, 
and  tho    following  public    buildingrf :    Church    of  Eugiard   Cathedral,  Rectory, 
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Manchester  -         -       -         - 

-     100,000 

Liverpool,  London, 

and  Glohe 

-     375,000 

Coninierciiil  Union 

-    uoo.ooo 

I'lia'iiix,  London    - 

- 

-     7.")0,(i()0 

Imperial  '     -         -         -         - 

-     210,000 

Atlas     - 

- 

-     100,000 

Linn      ----- 

50,000 

(Jueen  - 
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-     550,000 

City  of  London 

-       37,000 

Kortliern 

- 

-     300,000 

Lancashire    -        -         -         . 

-       30,800 

Royal    - 
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-     500,000 

General          .        .        .         - 

-     120,000 

Norwich  Uniou 

- 

4."),000 

I'heenix  of  Hartford  (U.S.)    - 

-       .^8,000 

Cimi'dian 

- 

-     200,000 

Citizens         -         -        _         . 

-       20,000 

North  Kritith 

- 

-     235,000 

London  Assurance 

50,000 

London  and  Lancas 

hire 
forward  - 

-     500,0C0 

Sun  (London) 
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-     150,000 
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-  3,555,000 

-  4,590,800 
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Clergj-  House,  Synod  Ilall,  Orr'nanage  and  Sunday  School  House ;  Gower  Street 
Methijuist  Church,  Parsonage,  College  Hall,  School  and  Home  ;  Presbyterian  Church 
(St  Andrew's),  Manse  and  School  House  ;  the  Congregational  Chapel,  Queens  Road  ; 
Colonial  and  Continental  Church  Society's  School  and  Dwelling  ;  the  Old  Factory  ; 
the  fol  'owing  public  halls :  St.  Patrick's,  Athena3um  (including  the  offices  of  the 
Savings  Bank,  Surveyor-General,  Govornmont  Engineer,  and  Fisheries  Com- 
mission), Star  of  the  Sea,  Masonic,  Victoria,  Total  Abstinence,  Temperance, 
Mechanics  and  British,  Commercial  Bank,  City  and  Academia  Club  Houses, 
Temple  Billiard  Room,  Court  House  and  Custom  House ;  St.  John's  Laundry ; 
Hotels:  Atlantic,  \Vaverlj%  Central,  and  Gordon;  City  Skating  Ri-ik ;  Factories  : 
Harvey's  Bakery  and  Tobacco,  Pitts'  Tobacco  and  Soap,  Terra  Nova  Boiler  Works, 
Lindberg's  Brewery,  Boot  and  Shoe  Company's  Tannery;  Printing  Offices: 
Herald,  Timei,  Gazette,  Advocate,  Telegram,  Colonist,  and  Bowden  and  Sons  ;  every 
lawyer's  office ;  all  the  offices  and  residences  of  the  principal  physicians ;  the 
druggist  shops  of  McMurdo  &  Co.,  J.  T.  O'Mara,  Karanagh,  and  Hatton ;  the 
S.P.G.  Dep6t,  and  principal  stationers'  shops  ;  the  business  pi-emises  and  wharves 
from  Bowring's  hardware  phop  to  Chain  Rock,  including  Bowring  Bros.'  dry  goods 
shop  and  eastern  store,  J.  &  W.  Pitts,  Goodfellow  &  Co.,  Ayre  and  Sons, 
G.  Knowling,  Prowse  and  Sons,  J.  Baird,  Baine  Johnston  &  C' .,  Olift  Wood  & 
Co.,  S.  Woods,  W.  Frew,  Thorburn  and  Tessier,  West  and  Rendell,  Marshall  and 
Rodger,  T.  J.  Edens,  W.  Campbell  &  Co..  J.  H.  Martin  &  Co.,  Job  Bros.  &  Co., 
Rothwell  and  Bowring,  Hearn  &  Co.,  J.  Stott,  Harvey,  &  Co.,  Gleeson,  S.  March 
and  Sons,  W.  P.  Walsh,  W.  and  G.  Uendell,  Shea  .fe  Co.,  H.  J.  Stabb,  J.  Murray, 
J.  Woods  and  Son,  and  A.  J.  Harvey,  were  among  the  principal  ones  buiut. 

The  boundaries  of  the  burnt  district  may  be  thus  particulirly  described  :  from 
Beck's  Cove,  up  Beck's  Hill,  along  Bates  Street  to  New  Gower,  west  along  New 
Gower,  up  Carter's  Hill  to  corner  of  Wickford  Street,  thence  west  to  back  of 
houses  on  east  side  of  Good  View  Street,  thence  north  to  Cabot  Street,  thence  up 
Carter's  Hill  to  Le-Marchant  Road,  and  on  to  Freshwater  Road,  thence  east  along 
Freshwater  Road  and  down  Harvey  Street  to  Roman  Catholic  Cathedral.  Down 
Garrison  Hill  and  along  Military  Road,  thence  along  Queen's  Road,  south  to  Fire 
Hall,  thence  south  of  Church  of  England  Academy,  and  east  along  Bond  Street. 
Up  Cochrane  iStreet  and  along  Military  Road  to  King's  Bridge  Road,  thence  south 
down  Ordnance  Square  to  Toraperance  Hill,  up  Signal  Hill  Road  (the  fire 
destroying  many  detached  house i  in  ihe  neighbourhood),  thence  west  along  Water 
Street,  including  all  the  watorsid^  promises. 

The  loss  of  life  was  c/mparaUvely  small  It  is  known  that  Ellen  Molloy, 
Mrs.  Stevens,  daughter  ,rd  pervant  were  burnt.  All  the  shipping  at  the  wharves 
had  to  make  for  tha  stronm,  and  there  anchor  out  of  reach  of  the  ^lames,  and  all 
the  wharves,  in  man;  instances  with  valuable  contents,  wer(  destroyed.  All 
through  the  long  night  the  crowds  continued  pas.-ing  and  rc_  >  _  those  who  had 
friends  gladly  availing  thomsolv's  of  the  welcome  shelter  of  their  houses,  while 
those  who  had  no  better  places,  pi>ttled  tliemselv.'^s  with  their  belongings  in 
Bannerman  Park,  the  Rom!in  Catholic  Cathedral  grounds,  and  even  by  the  road 
sides  waiting  fur  day  to  break.  Few  there  were  who  closed  their  eyes  in  sleep 
that  night — the  homeless  tOu  heartsick  and  weary  to  seek  relief  in  sluTiiber, 
while  those  more  fortumii/e  found  themselves  t. urdeiie'  with  relatives  and  friends, 
or  gave  way  to  the  'aatural  excitement  engendered  by  such  an  occasioi!,  and 
wandered  aimlessly  from  place  to  phuo  fascinated  !>■,  a  Gcone  at  once  magnificent 
and  awe  inspiring.  The  misery  of  that  awful  night  will  long  be  borne  in  the 
memories  of  the  witnesses,  and  the  scenes  of  utter  desolation  and  hopeless  ruin 
Avhich  became  evident  at  every  step  were  fuflicicnt  to  unman  the  strongest  nerves. 
When  morning  bioko  the  thick  clouds  o'.  smoke  still  ascended  from  the  burning 
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ruinS;  and  it  was  lionrs  before  it  had  cleared  sufBciontly  to  admit  of  a  view  of  the 
track  or  the  desolating  scourge. 

A  walk  through  the  deserted  streets  demonstrated  that  the  rain  was  even  more 
complcie  than  seemed  possible  at  first.  Of  the  whole  easterly  section  scai'cely  a 
building  remained.  In  the  extreme  north-east  a  small  section  of  Hoylestown  was 
standing  jjrotectcd  by  massive  Devon  Row,  but  the  remainder  of  St,  John's  east 
had  vanished.  Of  the  immense  shops  and  stores  which  displayed  such  varied 
merchandise  and  valuable  stocks  gathered  from  all  parts  of  the  known  world  ;  of 
the  happy  homes  of  arti.sans  and  middle  classes,  where  contentment  and  prosperity 
wont  hand  in  hand ;  of  the  comfortable  houses  where  the  labouring  man  sought  rest 
and  refreshment ;  and  of  the  costly  and  imposing  structures  and  public  buildings 
which  were  the  {)ride  and  glory  of  our  people,  scarcely  a  vestige  remained ;  and 
St.  Jolm's  lay  in  the  morning  sun  as  a  city  despoiled  of  her  beauty  and  choicest 
ornaments,  presenting  a  picture  of  utter  desolation  and  woe.  But  hungry  mouths 
were  to  be  fed  ;  houseless  people  provided  with  shelter,  and  with  the  advent  of  the 
morning  the  work  commenced.  Temporary  shelters  were  erected  in  Bannerman 
Park,  and  substantial  provisions  provided. 

The  tempiirary  telegraph  offices  enabled  us  to  communicate  the  details  to  the 
outside  world,  and  on  Saturday  the  first  oUcrs  of  relief  came  pouring  in.     To 


ENCAMPMENT  XEAH  QCIDI  VIDI  FOB  EIEE  SUFFERERS. 
From  a  photograph. 


ill 


ill! 

I 

1 

diM^ 

Halifax  belongs  the  glory  of  first  assisting  us,  and  that  evening  H.M.S.  Slahe  started 
from  there  with  a  largo  stock  of  provisions  and  tents.  The  Ulumia  left  about  the  same 
time,  and  the  Portia  followed  hor  on  Monday.  Subsequently  the  s.s.  Hamna,  with 
a  full  cargo  of  relief  stores,  arrived  from  Halifax,  followed  by  the  Doti-'iion  steamer 
Newfifid  with  a  contribution  of  ?10,000  worth  from  the  Dominion  Government,  and 
the  s.s.  Niiofomulland  from  Montreal,  with  a  cargo  of  relief  stores.  Besides  the 
large  amount  collected  for  the  relief  of  the  city  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  Dominion,  the  Ontario  Government  voted  ^10,000  towards  our  needs,  and 
the  Dominion  Goveinment  ?20,000.    We  cannot  too  highly  extol  the  magnificent 

spirit  of  charity  which  pervaded  our  fellow  subjects  in  the  Dominion 

All  honour  to  the  iioble-hoarted  and  generous  people  of  the  Dominion,  and  may 
they  never  meet  such  a  dire  calamity  as  we  have  passed  through.  From  Great 
Britain  generous  donations  poured  in,  and  by  the  influence  of  our  Governor. 
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Sir  T.  N.  O'Brien,  K.C.M.G.,  and  Lady  O'Brien  were  in  England, 
enjoying  a  brief  holiday  ;  the  moment  they  heard  of  the  great  calamity 
they  at  once  cancelled  all  their  engagements,  and  during  the  remainder 
of  their  stay  at  home  devoted  themselves  to  the  relief  of  the  sufferers. 
By  their  personal  influence  and  untiring  zeal  in  the  cause  of  the 
distressed,  very  large  and  generous  donations  were  sent  from  England, 
both  in  money,  clothes,  and  materials  ;  all  these  Lady  O'Brien,  with  a 
committee  of  ladies  in  St.  John's,  afterwards  dispensed  to  the  fire 
sufferers;  only  those  who  have  been  concerned  in  such  wfirk  of  relief 
can  realise  the  time,  the  trouble,  the  worry  and  anxiety  involved  in 
such  labours.  In  his  exertions  on  behalf  of  the  Colony  Sir  Terence 
was  ably  assisted  by  the  Newfoundland  colonies  in  London  and  Liverpool, 

also  by  Sir  J.  S.  Winter,  the  Honour- 
able A.  W.  Harvey,  and  afterwaids  by 
Bishop  Jones.  A  Mansion  House  fund 
was  started,  which  readied  £20,000 
sterling.  From  the  United  States 
many  contributions  were  received, 
notably  the  gift  from  Boston,  raised 
principally  among  our  fellow-country- 
men there  by  the  zeal  and  enex-gy  of 
two  warm-hearted  Newfoundlanders, 
Messrs.  Taylor  and  Whittle. 

On  the  12th  July  a  Relief  Com- 
mittee was  a|ipointed  by  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Administrator  of  the 
Government,  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  B.  T. 
Carter,  K.C.M.G.,  consisting  of  the 
following  gentlemen:  —  Hon.  Judge 
Little,  President  ;  Honbles.  Sir  W. 
V.  Whiteway,  H.  J.  B.  Woods,  E.  P.  Morris,  J.  S.  Pitts,  E.  D.  Shea, 
G.  T.  Rendell;  J.  J.  Rogerson,  Sir  R.  Thorburn,  J.  Outerbridg.', 
H.  C.  Burchell,  Thomas  Mitchell,  J.  R.  McCowan,  W.  P.  Walsh, 
A.  Marshall,  C.  Tessier,  Col.  Fawcett ;  J.  B.  Sclater,  Secretary,  and 
Alfred  Pike,  Clerk. 

The  most  important  event  in  the  year  1893  was  the  general  election 
in  November.  Both  sides  entered  into  the  contest  with  the  greatest 
enthusiasm  ;  the  utmost  vigour  and  energy  was  displayed  in  the  contest ; 
it  was  tlie  most  stubbornly-contested  party  tight  in  our  annals.  Both 
the  Whiteway  party  and  the  Opposition  everywhere  had  good  candidates, 
the  Conservatives  being  largely  composed  of  the  mercantile  party,  with 
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8IE  T.  X.  O'BRIEN,  K.C.M.G. 

By  Bieber,  Hamburg. 
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a  powerful  winir  of  the  Catliolic  or  old  Liberal  Part.y.     The  contest  wan 
so  keen,  the  chanccH  appeared  so  evenly  balanced,  especially  in  8t.  John's, 

that  no  one,  under  the  Ballot  Act, 
could  foretell  the  result.  Mr.  Monroe, 
one  of  the  ablest  politicians  in  the 
island,  conducted  his  own  election 
in  the  west  end  of  St.  John's  with 
innnense  spirit,  leaving  no  stone 
unturned  to  gain  his  seat ;  Mr.  Walter 
Baine  Grieve  made  an  equally  de- 
termined tight  against  Sir  William 
and  tlie  Hon.  R.  Bond  in  Trinity. 
The  merchants  us  d  their  influence 
to  the  full,  and  the  White  way  party 
employed  the  machinevy  of  Govern- 
ment to  the  very  utmost  extent ; 
both  sides  were  sure  of  victory. 
The  old  leaven  of  prejudice  against 
the  mercantile  monopolists  of  a  for- 
mer time  has  still  immense  influence 
in  the  Colony ;  antagonism  between  capital  and  labour  shows  in  a 
very  pronounced  degree  under  the  Ballot  Act.  This  feeling,  and  the 
unlimited  use  of  the  machinery  of  Government,  gained  the  day  for 
the  Whiteway  party. 

The  prejudice  against  the  merchants,  however  reasonable  and  natural 
in  olden  times,  should  not  exist  now ;  employers  and  employed  are 
mutually  dependent  on  each  other.  We  have  seen  the  eflect  of  the 
withdrawal  of  large  mercantile  houses  from  the  outports.  No  one  has 
filled  their  places ;  their  beneficial  influence  in  giving  labour  and  em- 
ployment to  the  people  has  been  entirely  lost. 


I.ADr  O'BKIEJr. 

By  S.  S.  Parsons. 
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It  should  always  be  remembered  that  a  fishery  business  like  ours  is 
a  mcst  precarious  enterin-ise ;  it  is  exposed  to  a  thousand  accidents, 
from  the  dangeis  and  perils  of  the  sea,  from  the  chances  and  changes 
of  a  variable  climate,  quite  apart  from  the  risks  of  markets  abroad. 
Whatever  great  fortunes  were  made  in  the  old  days,  they  are  not  gained 
now ;  occasional  large  profits  ax"e  a  necessity  in  such  an  exceedingly 
risky  business.  The  men  who  stir  up  strife  between  capital  and  labour 
in  the  Colony  are  no  true  friends  of  Newfoundland  ;  what  we  require 
is  more  money  introduced  into  the  Colony,  more  patriotism  and  less 
politics. 


SIR  R.  PINSENT. 
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SIS  R.   J.  PIirSENT,  D.C.t. 

Jly  S.  II.  Parsons. 


The  election  campaign  of  1893  was  marked  by  a  reiiarkable  out- 
burst of  personal  abuse  ;  both  the  political  parties  vieil  with  each  other 
in  keeping  up  this  indecent  carnival  of  scurrility.    There  was  not  even 
a  stray  gleam  of  coarse  humour   to   palliate  the 
nauseous  dose ;  the  one  and  only  comic  element  in 
the  campaign  literature  of  1803  was  tlio  political 
manifesto   of    Mr.    Murray,   who    posed    as   ''  the 
fisherman's  friend." 

The  year  1803  was  saddened  by  the  untimely 
deaths  of  Sir  R.  J.  Pinsent,  D.C.L.,  on  April  28th, 
and  the  Most  Rev.  Dr.  T.  J.  Power,  Roman  Catholic 
Bishop  of  St.  John's,  on  December  4tli.  Sir  Robert 
was  a  native  that  any  Colony  might  be  proud  of; 
he  was  not  only  an  able  lawyer  and  a  distinguished 
judge,  he  took  a  deep  interest  in  all  that  con- 
cerned the  welfare  of  the  Colony,  and  was  active 
in  every  good  work  to  promote  the  best  interests 

of  his  native  land  ;  his  mild,  amiable  character  and  his  polished  courtesy 
made  many  friends  ;  few  men  in  the  Colony  were  more  beloved,  few 
wdio  are  more  missed.  His  clear  intellect,  his  untiring  industry,  and 
his  intense  love  of  his  profession,  combined  to  make  a  lawyer  who 
would  have  been  an  ornament  to  the  Bench  and  the  Bar  of  any  portion 
of  Her  Majesty's  dominions.  Sir  Robert's  courtesy  and  kindness  to 
the  Bar  were  proverbial.  He  had  all  the  qualities  of  an  able  judge, 
strong  in  his  law,  clear  in  the  marshalling  of  his  facts  ;  always  prompt 

in  hia  decisions,  no  charge  could  ever  be  laid 
against  him  of  that  tt-rrible  delay  which  is  a 
practical  denial  of  justice. 

The  period  between  1884  and  1894  w^as 
marked  by  a  numlier  of  negotiations  with  other 
countries.  Besides  the  Ford-Pennell  Conventions 
of  1884  and  1885,  and  other  questions  concerning 
the  Treaty  shore  and  the  lobsters,  we  had  the 
Washington  Treaty  of  1888,  in  which  England 
a,nd  Canada  were  rojiresented  by  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain, M.P.,  and  Sir  Ciiarles  Tupper,  Newfound- 
land by  Sir  James  Winter,  K.C.M.G.  An  admir- 
able Reciprocity  Treaty  was  arranged  between 
the  United  States,  Canada,  and  our  Colony ;  it  was  not,  however, 
ratified.  The  United  States  treated  us  in  ratiier  a  dishonourable 
manner;  they  obtained  the  benefit  of  a  niodti^  vivendi  for  two  yeai-s, 
and  then  repudiated  the  solemn  int(!rnational  engagement. 
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In  1890  we  had  the  niodus  vivendl  about  the  lobster  controversy 
with  Frauce.  Two  delegations  were  sent  to  England  ;  the  one  from 
the  Patriotic  Association  consisted  of  Sir  James  Winter,  P.  Scott,  and 
A.  B.  Morine,  Esqrs.  (also  one  to  Canada,  composed  of  D.  Morrison, 
P.  R.  Bowers,  and  D.  J.  Greene,  Esqrs.) ;  the  other  was  the  official  dele- 
gation of  Sir  W.  V.  Whiteway  and  the  Hon.  A.  W.  Harvey  (who  went 
first  to  England),  and  the  Hons.  R.  Bond  and  G.  H.  Emerson,  Speaker, 
v.'ho  followed  later  on.  In  the  same  year  the  Hon.  R,  Bond  was  sent  to 
Washington  to  negotiate  the  Blaine-Bond  Reciprocity  Treaty.  In  1891, 
again,  a  delegation,  consisting  of  Sir  W.  V.  Whiteway,  the  Speaker, 
G.  H.  Emerson,  and  A.  B.  Morine,  with  Honbles.  A.  W.  Harvey  and 
M.  Monroe,  was  sent  by  the  LegisLiture  to  oppose  the  French  Fishery 
Treaty  Bill,  known  in  popular  parlance  as  the  "  Coercion  Bill,"  then 
before  the  House  of  Lords.  These  were  all  very  important  questions  for 
the  Colony ;  they  brought  us  a  good  deal  into  public  notice,  and  it  is 
necessary  for  the  d  te  elucidation  of  our  history  to  state  the  leading 
points  in  eac*  qnc-i  .u.  I  will  take  first  the  abortive  Convention  with 
th«  United  States,  known  as  tlie  Blaine-Bond  Treaty,  leaving  the 
French  Fish'i ,  dispute  to  ^[^  dealt  with  in  a  separate  chapter. 

According  to  the  Parlia-nentary  papers  laid  before  the  House  of 
Assembly,  the  Colonial  Secretary  went  to   Washington  with  tiie  con- 

curi-ence  and  at  the  request  of  Lord  Knutsford. 
The  terms  of  the  Convention  to  be  made  between 
Newfc)undland  and  the  United  States  were  ap- 
proved of  hy  the  Colonial  Office,  and  it  was 
only  after  the  whole  matter  was  definitely  ar- 
ranged that  the  Imperial  Government  intervened 
at  the  instance  of  Canada  and  refused  to  ratify 
the  Treaty.  Sir  John  A.  McDonald's  opposition 
to  the  arrangement,  and  his  imperious  order  to 
the  Home  Government  to  put  an  end  to  it,  was 
given  on  the  eve  of  an  election ;  it  was  done  to 
secure  his  Government's  return.  For  the  English 
Government  to  act  as  election  agents  for  Canada 
seems  a  ^■ery  extraordinary  proceeding  ;  our  rigiits  as  an  independent 
Colony  have  been  made  entirely  subservient  to  the  political  exigencies  of 
tlie  Dominion.  Because  Canada  could  not  get  a  suitable  Reciprocity 
Treaty  with  the  United  States,  she  should  not  have  stopped  our 
Convention  with  America. 

Nothing  did  more  to  stir  up  a  hostile  feeling  against  the  gi*eat 
Dominion  than  this  interference  in  our  affairs.  A  conference  met 
at    Halifax,    Nova    Scotia,    in     1893     to    endeavour    to     arrange     in 
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an  amicable  manner  matters  between  the  two  Colonies.  One  of 
our  demands  was  that  Canada's  ojtposition  to  the  Blaine-Bond  Treaty 
sliould  be  withdrawn.  Matters  still  remain  in  statu  quo.  Canada 
has  a  considerable  trade  with  Newfoundland,  but  our  Colony 
sends  very  little  jiroduce  to  the  Dominion.  She  is  not  one  of 
our  consumers,  but  our  rival  in  the  fish  trade ;  our  great  market 
of  the  future  lies  in  the  United  States.  The  American  deep- sea 
fishery  is  a  decaying  industry ;  the  consumption  of  salt-water  fish 
is  very  small  compared  with  Europe.  We  can  supply  the  great 
Republic  with  all  ttie  fish  she  can  consume  from  our  most  abundant 
and  extensive  cod  and  herrins:  fisheries.     We  have  immense  advantactes 

to  ofier  the  Americans  in  the  pursuit  of  their 
own  bank  fishery ;  we  are  not  like  Canada,  rivals 
with  the  States  in  manufacturing  and  am-icul- 
ture.  America,  from  its  position  and  its  immense 
popuhition,  is  our  best  customer.  Every  West' 
India  island  is  allowed  to  make  an  arrange- 
ment with  the  Stites;  why  should  we  alone 
be  forbidden  to  carry  on  our  trade  in  a  way 
which  is  most  beneficial  to  ourselves  ?  The  posi- 
tion of  the  British  Government  on  this  subject 
was  rather  undignified.  The  points  of  our 
case  aijaiiist  both  Cai;ada  and  the  British  Go- 
vernment  were  very  clearly  set  forth  in  the 
Resolutions  proposed  in  the  House  of  Assembly  on  March  Gth, 
1891,  by  the  Hon.  B.  Bond,  Colonial  Secretary,  and  adopted  by  that 
body. 

Any  fair-minded  person  reading  the  correspondence  on  the  intended 
Treaty  will  be  convinced,  fii*st,  that  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  authorised  Mr.  Bond  to  negotiate  for  the  Blaine-Bond  Con- 
vention ;  that  England  made  no  objection ;  that  the  onl^'-  oppasition 
to  the  proposed  Treaty  emanated  fi'om  Canada.  If  after  the  Colonial 
Minister  submitted  the  Convention  to  the  Dominion  Government 
it  was  then  to  entii-ely  fall  to  the  ground,  the  Secretary  of  State 
should  have  stated  that  such  was  his  decision  clearly  to  the  New- 
foundland Cabinet ;  that  his  sending  Mr.  Bond  again  to  Washington, 
after  hearing  Canada's  objections,  could  have  only  one  meaning  and 
intention,  viz.,  that  the  Imperial  Government,  notwithsttmding  Canada's 
objections,  proposed  to  allow  Newfoundland  to  carry  out  the  proposed 
Convention,  and  this  is  further  proved  by  the  despatch  from  the 
(/olonial  Office  to  Canada  that  the  Convention  could  not  be  indefinitely 
postponed.     Colonists  are  wont  to  rely  upon  the  h(mour  and  word  of  an 
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Englisli  Minister.  If  ho  was  not  all  the  time  playing  with  Newfounil- 
land,  if  ho  really  lunant  serious  business,  then  the  only  ohviouH  meaning 
and  true  intent  of  his  words,  the  only  coiif  tnaction  that  any  honourable 
man  can  put  upon  his  language  and  action,  is  that  he  intended  and 
determined  that  this  Colony  should  be  allowed  to  make  a  Convention 
with  the  United  States.  In  tlie  negotiations  now  going  forward  between 
the  Governments  respecting  tlie  union  of  Newfoundland  with  the 
Dominion,  it  is  to  be  hopv  .  that  the  Canadian  statesmen  will  show 
themselves  liberal,  and  even  generous,  towards  the  Colony,  otherwise 
they  will  make  the  path  of  the  Island  delegates  very  thorny  and 
difficult.  No  terms  whatever  will  satisfy  the  opponents  of  the  New- 
foundland Govenunent,  but  if  the  conditions  ai'e  eminently  reason- 
able, all  sensible  men  in  the  Colony  who  are  now  disposed  towards 
.  confederation  as  the  best  available  way  out  of  our  difficulties  will  be 
satisfied. 

The  other  alternative,  making  the  Island  into  a  Crown  Colony, 
which  is  put  forward  very  earnestly  by  numy  pei>:ons  and  the 
Opposition,  is  really  not  a  practical  solution ;  we  must  i-emember  that 
an  English  Cabinet  wotild  never  take  away  a  constitution  from  its 
British  subjects  \inless  there  was  tremendous  pressure  biought  to  bear 
in  its  favour ;  the  least  opposition  to  it  on  the  part  of  the  Colony  or  the 
Assembly  would  decide  against  it.  The  Home  Government  would  also 
object  to  administer  the  government  and  make  themselves  responsible 
for  its  finances  and  general  conti-ol.  The  Crown  Colony  idea  is  obsolete 
and  impi-acticable. 

The  whole  of  this  chapter  was  printed  in  1894,  and  the  book  was 
intended  to  end  with  that  year ;  owing,  however,  to  my  absence  from 
England,  final  publication  was  delayed  until  1895,  and  in  order  to  bring 
this  History  up  to  date  it  becomes  my  very  unpleasant  duty  to  com- 
ment on  the  disastei-s  and  disgrace  of  1894.  These  events  are  too  near, 
some  of  the  details  are  still  sab  judice,  and  the  whole  circumstances  are 
too  recent,  to  be  calmly  discussed  and  impartially  considered ;  all  the 
facts  want  to  be  brought  forward,  and  a  certain  distance  of  time  and 
space  allowed,  before  we  can  fairly  adjust  the  blame  for  all  these 
disasters  and  humiliations.  One  thing,  however,  comes  out  very 
clearly,  that  mei-chants  and  politicians  on  both  sides  have  helped  to 
bring  the  unfortunate  Colony  into  disrepute  by  the  fierce  rancour 
and  bitter  pei-sonal  hate  which  characterised  their  party  struggles ; 
in  their  mad  desire  for  revenge  on  each  other  true  patriotism  disap- 
peared, and  the  vital  interests  of  our  unfortunate  Colony  were  entirely 
ignored. 
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rhc  merchants'  pai-ty  having  suffered  ignominious  defeat  in  the 
(Jeneral  Election  of  1893,  were  determined  to  Ix;  revenge<l  on  the 
Whiteway   side,   their  avowed   object    being    to   ruin   its    leader:    for 

this  purpose  petitions  were  HUmI  in  tlie 
Supreme  Court  under  the  Corrupt  Practices 
Act  against  seventeen  mendjei-s  of  the  ma- 
jority. The  English  opinion  that  measures 
all  political  (juestions  in  the  Colonies  by  its 
own  imperial  bushel  has  been  extremely 
severe  on  the  Whiteway  party,  and  laudatory 
of  their  opponents.  Persons  well  ac(|uainted 
with  Newfoundland  politics  see  clearly  that 
there  was  no  real  princi])le  involved,  that 
there  wjis  not  a  pin  to  choose  between  the 
Goodridge  and  the  Whiteway  politicians,  that 
this  clever  political  trick  to  kill  Sir  William, 
all  the  turmoil,  disorder,  and  iMvd  feeling 
caused  by  these  election  petitions  i  nd  the 
contests  they  created,  the  disgrace  and  degradation  of  the  Colony,  were 
simply  the  outcome  of  rage  and  vindictivenes.s. 

The  Corrupt  Practices  Act  is  a  very  sevei'e  and  drastic  measure,  but 
standing  alone  it  is  (juite  an  inadequate  remeily  for  the  rotten  metlaxl 
of  electioneering  pursued  everywhere  in  North  America.  The  spoils 
system  lies  at  the  root  of  all  political  corrupti(jn  at  contests.  It  is  only, 
therefore,  by  the  reform  of  the  Civil  Service  on  the  English  model 
that  elections  can  be  carried  out  in  a  fairly  decent  and  honouralile  way. 
In  the  distribution  of  patronage  and  the  allocation  of  public  work  to 
their  supporters  the  Whiteway  party  continued  the  ba<l  practices  of 
their  predecessors,  and  the  Goodridge  party  did  much  the  .same.  It  was 
acknowledged  at  the  election  trials  by  the  judges  that  the  public 
road-money  had  been  fairly  well  spent,  and  that  no  charge  of  personal 
dishonesty  could  be  brought  against  the  unseated  members. 

How  any  set  of  politicians,  aware  of  the  condition  of  the  Colonial 
finances,  and,  as  directors  of  the  banks,  cognisant  of  the  state  of  the 
trade,  could  have  ventured  on  this  wild  career  and  rushed  the  Island 
down  headlong  to  ruin,  seems  utterly  unintelligible,  except  on  the  .sup- 
position quunt  DcuH  vult  perdere,  prius  dementat.  The  real  interests 
of  the  Colony  were  never  considered. 

No  one  can  deny  that  the  findings  on  the  election  petitions  were 
technically  right,  but  the  manner  and  mode  of  delivering  the  first  judg- 
ment was,  to  put  it  in  the  mildest  way,  not  judicious.  The  fii-st  deci- 
sion, which  was  to  govern  all  the  cases,  should  certainly  have  been  the 
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act  of  tlie  full  Ooui't ;  tho  judjjment  shouM  have  been  delivered  by  the 
Chief  Justice  as  the  united  act  of  the  Bench,  not  as  the  isolated  opinion 
of  the  one  Judge,  who  had  only  I'ecently  been  an  extreme  opponent  of 
the  Whiteway  party. 

Our  successive  disasters,  the  fire  of  1892,  and  the  jarring  of  the 
political  factions,  seemed  enough  to  fill  up  the  cup  of  our  woe; 
but  worse  was  in  store  for  us.  Up  to  fatal  Black  Monday,  10th  De- 
cemljer  18f>4,  Newfoundland  credit  stood  high.  Our  pnncipal  mone- 
tary institution,  the  Union  Bank,  had  for  forty  yeara  maintained 
the  highest  reputation  at  home  and  abi*oad ;  suddenly  ex'edit,  financial 
reputation,  confidence  in  both  mercantile  houses  and  banks,  fell  like 
a  house  of  cards.  For  several  days  we  were  the  most  distracted 
country  in  the  world — a  community  without  a  currency ;  the  notes  of 
the  banks  had  been  the  universal  money  of  the  Colony—  circulating  a.s 
freely  as  gold  on  Saturday,  on  Monday  degraded  to  worthless  paper. 

It  would  be  too  painful  a  task  to  enumerate  all  the  causes  that 
led  to  this  terrible  financial  crisis.  The  death  of  a  commission  mer- 
chant in  London  disturbed  nearly  the  whole  monetary  attairs  of  the 
Colony.  If  his  executor  had  gone  on  accepting,  probably  the  crisis 
might  have  been  postponed  for  some  months.  The  only  excuse  that 
can  possibly  be  alleged  for  the  directors  of  the  banks,  their  large 
borrowings  and  crass  mismanagement,  was  that,  like  Micawber,  they 
were  waiting  for  "  something  to  turn  up " — some  rise  in  the  fish 
markets,  or  some  other  lucky  chance  that  would  lift  them  out  of  the 
mire  of  insolvency. 

The  misery  caused  by  these  failures  of  banks  and  mercantile 
houses  was  as  disastrous,  as  widespread,  and  as  univei-sal  within  our 
boi'der  as  the  bursting  of  the  South  Sea  bubble  was  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  All  our  prospects  still  seem  black  and  gloomy,  and  in  most 
countries  such  disastrous  events  could  have  but  one  result — irre- 
trievable ruin ;  the  prospects  of  Newfoundland,  however,  cannot  be 
judged  by  outside  standards.  Once  before,  in  1817,  she  suffered  far 
more  severely  and  rose  again ;  may  we  not,  therefore,  reasonably  hope 
that  Newfoundland  and  her  bold  and  adventurous  sons  will  once 
again  emerge  from  her  present  unhappy  condition  ?  Populations  that 
live  by  the  sea  and  earn  their  bread  upon  its  treacherous  waters 
are  always  liable  to  dire  disaster ;  but  the  same  spirit  that  leads 
them  to  face  the  dangers  of  the  ti'oubled  waves,  nerves  them  also 
with  a  spirit  to  rise  again  from  calamities  that  would  for  ever  daunt 
the  courage  of  a  landsman.  One  charge  was  inevitable ;  the  dishonest 
credit  system  on  which  the  business  of  the  Colony  was  transacted 
had   to   die   out;     demoralising   to   the   people   and   disastrous  to  the 
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merchant,  there  could  be  no  jyenuine  prosperity  wliilst  this  oM  tnick 
syHteni  existed;  recent  events  have  effectually  baiiisluMl  it, we  may  hope,  for 
ever.  Terrible  misery  will  Ik)  causcil  before  thechan<.je  can  Im^  eftectually 
curried  out,  but  in  the  end  it  will  be  beneficial.  If  commercial  gamblinj^ 
finally  ceases,  trade  and  finance  will  rest  on  a  firmer  and  safer  foundation. 
Not  only  must  there  be  a  new  mercantile  method  of  wirrying  on  the 
fish  business,  the  old  antiquated  system  of  curinj^  an<l  handling  our 
staple  product  nmst  also  be  superseded  by  modern  ideas,  and  newer  and 
more  scientific  methods  adopted  both  in  preparing,  pjicking,  and 
transporting. 

We  must  remember  that  whilst  much  of  the  working  capital  of  the 
Colony  has  been  lost  in  recent  failures,  the  wealth-prcnlucing  power  of 
the  Island  has  not  been  seriously  impaired.  Fish  must  always  remain  one 
of  the  staple  foods  of  the  world,  but  the  products  of  the  sua,  which  have 
hitherto  been  our  chief,  we  may  almost  say  our  only  resource,  should  in 
time  be  augmented  by  the  labours  of  the  lumberman  and  the  miner. 
Newfoundland  is  still  almost  an  unexi^lored  country  ;  her  geological  for- 
mation points  to  much  hidden  wealth,  which  we  may  fairly  hope  the 
development  and  completion  of  the  railway  will  help  to  bring  forth ;  the 
natural  result  of  speedy  and  convenient  connaunication  is  to  attract 
capital  and  start  new  enterprises. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th  June  1897,  four  hunilred  year's  will 
have  rolled  away  since  John  Cab<it  first  sighted  the  green  Cape  of 
Bonavista ;  four  centuries  will  have  elapsed  since  the  stem  of  the 
Matthew  H  boat  grated  on  the  gravelly  shore  of  Keels,  and  since  King's 
Cove  witnessed  the  setting  up  of  the  Royal  Ensign,  the  feudal  ceremony 
that  proclaimed  to  the  world  the  possession  of  a  new  continent  for  Eng- 
land, the  grandest  field  for  the  expansion  of  our  race.  May  we  not 
confidently  hope  that  when  the  morning  sun  shines  out  again  on  the 
anniversary  of  that  great  Baptist's  day  in  1H97  evil  times  will  have 
passed,  and  our  Island,  closely  united  with  her  prosperous  younger 
sisters,  will  once  again  become  a  happy  and  contented  New-found-laud  ? 
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APPENDIX  TO  CHAPTER  XVI. 


I.— Convention  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America. 


I;    i 


Akticlk  I. 

United  States  flNhiii<;  vcsmcIs  ctiterinp;  tlio 
watcritof  NewfouiidlauilHbiilllinvcthc|)i'ivili-ge 
of  pundiiixin);  herring,  ciiplin,  m|iiid,  tind  other 
bnit  (ittheN,  at  all  times,  on  the  Hanie  terni!i  and 
conditions,  and  8ul>ject  to  the  same  penalties, 
in  all  rcspect.i,  as  Newfoiindlaml  vessels. 
They  shall  also  have  the  privilege  of  touching 
and  trading,  selling  tish  and  oil,  and  procur- 
ing supplie.',  in  Newfoundland,  confonnitig 
to  the  llurbour  Uegulations,  hut  without 
other  charge  than  the  payment  of  such  light, 
harbour,  and  eustonis  dues  as  are  or  may  be 
levied  on  Newfoundland  fi.'thing  vessels. 

Ahtici.e  II. 
Dry  codfish,  cod  oil,  seal  oil,  seal  skins, 
herrings,  salmon,  trout,  and  salmon  trout, 
lobsters,  cod  roes,  tongues  and  sounds,  thu 
product  of  the  fisheries  of  Newfoundland, 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  United  States  free 
of  duty.  Also  all  hogsheads,  barrels,  kegs, 
boxes,  or  tin  cans,  in  which  the  articles 
above-named  shall  be  carried,  shall  be  ad- 
mitted free  of  duty.  It  is  understood,  how- 
ever, that  "  green  codfish  "  are  not  included 
in  the  provisions  of  this  Article. 
AuTlCI.K    HI. 

The  ofTiccr  of  the  customs  at  the  port 
where  a  vessel  laden  with  the  articles  named 
in  Article  II.  clears,  shall  give  to  the  nuisler 
of  said  vessel  a  sworn  certificate  that  the  fish 
shiijped  were  taken  in  the  waters  of  New- 
foundland, which  certificate  shall  be  counter- 
signed by  the  consul  or  cousular  agent  of 
the  United  States,  and  delivered  to  the 
proper  officer  of  customs  at  the  port  of 
destination  in  tlie  United  States. 

AuTicr.E  IV. 
AVhen  this  Convention  shall  come  into 
operation, and  during  the  continuance  thereof, 
the  duties  to  be  levied  and  collected  upon  the 
following  enumerated  merchandise  imported 
into  the  Colony  of  Newfoundland  from  the 
United  States  shall  not  exceed  the  following 
amounts,  viz.:  — 

Flour,  25c.  per  brl. 
I'ork,  §1.50  per  brl. 

Bacon,  hams,  tongues,  smoked  beef,  and 
sausages,  2  1 .4c.  per  lb.,   or   §2.50  per 
cwt. 
Beef,  pig's  heads,  hocks  and  feet,  salted 

and  cured,  §1.00  per  brl. 
Indian  Meal,  35c.  per  brl. 
I'eas,  30c.  per  brl. 


Oatmeal,  .10c.  per  brl. 

liran,  Indian  corn,  and  rice  12  1.2e.  ad 
valorem. 

Salt,  in  bulk,  20c.  per  ton. 

Kerosene  oil,  <ic.  per  gal. 

And  the  f(dlowing  articles  imported  into 
the  Colony  of  Newfoundland  from  the  United 
States  shall  be  admitted  free  of  duty:-- 

Agri(Milturul  implements  and  machinery 
imporied  by  agricultural  societies  for 
the  promotion  of  apriculture. 

Crushing  mills,  for  mining  purposes. 

Kaw  cotton. 

Corn  for  the  manufacture  of  brooms. 

(ias  engines,  when  protected  by  patent. 

1 'loughs  and  harrows. 

Iteaping,  ruking,  ))loughing,  potato  dig- 
ging, and  seed-sowing  machines  to  be 
used  in  this  (Jolony. 

Printing  presses  and  printing  types. 

AnTioi.i:  V. 

It  is  understood  that  if  any  reduction  is 
made  by  the  Colony  of  Newfoundland,  at 
any  time  during  the  term  of  this  Convention, 
in  the  rates  of  duty  on  the  articles  named  in 
Article  IV.  of  this  Convention,  the  said 
re<luction  shall  apply  to  the  United  States. 
Aktici  k  VI. 

The  present  Convention  shall  take  effect 
as  soon  as  the  laws  required  to  carry  it  into 
operation  shall  have  been  ]iassed  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  Imperial  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  Provincial  Legislature  of 
Newfoundland  on  the  other.  .Such  assent 
having  been  given,  the  Convention  shall 
remain  in  force  for  five  years  from  the  date 
at  whith  it  nuiy  come  into  operation,  and 
further  until  the  expiration  of  twelve  months 
after  either  of  the  high  contracting  parties 
shall  give  notice  to  the  other  of  its  wish  to 
terminate  the  same ;  each  of  the  high  con- 
tracting parties  being  at  liberty  to  give  such 
notice  to  the  other  at  the  end  of  the  said  term 
of  five  years,  or  at  any  time  afterwards. 
Ahtijle  VII. 

This  Convention  shall  be  duly  ratified  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate  thereof,  and  by  Her 
Britannic  Majesty :  and  the  ratification  shall 
be  exchanged  at  Washington  on  the  1st  day 
of  February  1891,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as 
practice  We. 


ri39 


'  America. 

=e  la  1.2c.  ad 


imported  into 
'III  the  riiittd 
dut>:-- 
id    iimeliincry 

xiKiieticH   for 
re. 
urpoHeg. 

••rooniR. 
•)y  I'liteiit. 

potato  (lig- 
chiiieg  to   be 

types. 

reduction  ii* 
undlund,   ut 

Conveiiti 

»  nniiied  in 
I.  tlie  said 
d  States. 

tike  effect 
"fry  it  into 
•ed    \,y   tlie 
>"   the  one 
It  of  Great 
[isiature   of 
•ich   assent 
it'oa    shall 
in  the  date 
HtioM,  and 
ve  months 
11;?  parties 
ts  wi>h  to 
liitf'i  er.ii- 

ff've  such 

said  term 
ids. 

atified  by 
:>tate8  of 
and  con- 
by  Her 
tion  shall 
e  1st  day 
•eafter  as 


CIEAPTER  XVII. 

THE   PltESES'T  POSITION   OF  THE  FRENCH  FISH E it V 

QUESTION. 

The  Freiidi  Governinetit  were  very  indi/rnant  over  the  fiiiltire  of 
the  Ford-Pennell  CoiiventioiiH  of  1H.S4  iiiul  l.S,S5.  M.  ])e  Kreyeiiirt 
immediately  afterwards  gave  instructions  "to  seize  and  conksnite 
"  all  instrumentH  of  Hshing  belonging  to  foreigneris,  resident  or  o'her- 
"  wise,  who  shall  fish  on  that  part  of  th  coast  wiiicli  is  reserved  lor 
"  our  use."  As  Lord  Rosebery  jwinte.!  out  to  M.  Waddington,  tlieso 
instructions  were  a  direct  infringement  of  the  Treaty  ;  they  ignored  the 
sovereign  rights  of  Great  Britain  wiiichthe  Fr.^nch  Government  sohdnnlv 
undertojk  by  the  Treaties  n^^ver  to  question  or  dispute.  Incensed,  how- 
ever, a.s  the  French  were  by  the  failure  of  the  one-sided  Convention,  they 
were  still  more  enraged  by  the  passing  of  the  Bait  A't;  they  reiUised  far 
more  fully  than  we  did,  that  the  Colony  had  by  this  meiisure  olttained 
an  innnense  advantiige  in  maintaining  the  struggle  against  French 
aggression.  Whether  we  actively  use  this  Cormidable  weapon,  or 
hold  it  in  reserve,  it  will  always  have  great  influence  in  this  vex(<l 
question. 

In  1888,  after  the  Bait  Act  had  been  successfully  put  in  oper.itlon  for 
the  fiist  season,  the  French  retaliated  upon  us  by  stopping  Messrs.  Murpliy 
&  Andrews  lobster  factory,  and  by  erecting  a  French  canning  business  in 
the  same  lojality.  Two  years  before,  in  1880,  Commander  Browne,  of 
}1.M.S.  ^Wa^/arv/,  reported  the  existence  of  a  French  lobster  factory  at 
Port-aux-Choix,  worked  by  a  Captain  Dameron,  a  substnntially-built 
structure,  roofe  I  with  corrugated  iron.  The  French  admitted  tliat  this 
erection  was  contrary  to  the  Treaty,  and  when  the  French  commodore 
arrived  in  the  Bmc,  he  ordered  it  to  be  removed.  This  was  all  a  trick,  for 
the  captain  of  the  Frencii  maii-of-war  schooner  Ferle,  which  came  into  port 
just  after,  allowed  the  factory  to  go  on  again,  and  later  on  a  whole  ci^r^o 
of  lumber  was  permitted   to   be  imported   in   the   French   brigantine 
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Tombola  to  complete  the  buiklings.  The  French  cod  fislieiy  whs  fiiiling, 
and  ingenious  traders  from  St.  Pierre  tliought  it  would  be  a  clever 
stroke  to  carry  on  this  business,  of  course  in  defiance  of  law.  The 
French  knew  what  all  this  would  lead  to ;  they  calculated  that  the 
British  Government  would  not  firmly  oppose  their  lobster  factories,  and 
if  all  came  to  the  w^orst  they  would  compromise  the  matter  and  allow 
English  lobster  factories  to  be  erected  in  return  for  the  permission  to 
legalise  the  erection  of  French  factories.  The  final  result  was  ti  e  Modus 
Vivendi 
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FOBEST  AND  SHBABEB'S  LOfiSTEB  FACTORT,  BBIO  BAT,  N.W.  COAST. 

From  Slack  and  W^'f" 

It  mxist  be  remembered  that  in  this  lobster  question  the  French,  by 
their  own  admission,  are  entirely  in  the  wrong.  They  solemnly  pro- 
mised to  remove  the  French  factories  as  illegal ;  no  reasonable  man 
could  for  a  moment  argue  that  temporary  stages  made  of  boards  and 
scaffolds,  or  flakes  for  drying  fish,  would  include  a  substantial  building 
roofc '  with  corrugated  iron,  conlaining  a  solidly-built  boiler  with  a 
brick  foundation.  The  whole  proceeding  on  the  part  of  our  clever 
opponents  was  part  of  a  well-arranged  scheme.  English  lobster  factories 
have  been  long  established  on  the  coast,  and  we  have  the  emphatic 
testimony  of  the  English  naval  authorities  that  they  in  no  way 
interfered  with  the  French  fishery.  The  whole  histoiy  of  this  fishery 
is  given  in  an  excellent  and  most  impatial  report'  by  Capiain  Campbell, 

'  See  Captaia  Cumpbeirg  Report,  mup,  &c.,  in  the  Appendix  to  this  chupter. 
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of  H.M.S.  Lily.  The  complaint  of  France  against  our  fishermen 
and  lobster  cutchers  on  the  West  Coast  is  purely  faotioiis.  The 
French  captain,  Landgren,  and  the  other  two  French  tx'aders,  admitted 
to  Captain  Campbell  that  they  had  really  no  complaint  whatever  to  make 
against  English  fishermen,  but  were  requested  by  their  naval  officers  to 
make  one,  and  it  was  ante-dated  twenty  days.  It  would  be  possible  to 
multiply  instances  of  the  bad  faith  and  dishonesty  of  French  officials 
on  tliis  question  by  the  score,  if  necessary  ;  it  is,  and  always  has  been, 
their  policy  to  keep  up  this  fishery  qiiestion  as  a  sore  to  irritate  and 
annoy  England.  Unfortunately  all  English  Governments  have  been 
too  conciliatory  with  France ;  they  put  up  with  flagrant  violation  of 
international  laws  aud  courtesies,  which  Germany  would  not  tolemte 
for  a  moment. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion  between  Lord  Salisbury  and 
M.  Waddington  about  the  lobster  question,  there  were  two  very 
interesting  letters  in  which  the  ancient  history  of  the  dispute  between 
England  and  France  was  very  fully  discussed.  In  the  French  letter 
occurs  this  remarkable  passage  :  — 

"  France  preserved  the  exclusive  rij»lit  of  fishing  she  always  had.  The  right 
of  France  to  the  cuast  of  Newfoundland  reserved  to  her  fishermen  is  oidy  a  part  of 
her  ancient  so'  ereignty  over  the  island  which  she  retained  in  ceding  the  soil  to 
England,  and  which  she  has  never  weakened  or  alienated." 

This  bold  statement  of  French  claims  was  evidently  made  by  some 
smart  official  of  the  Quai  D  Orsay,  who  had  been  reading  his  Mirabeau 
to  advantage,  and  remembered  the  motto,  "  I'diulHce,  Vaiidace,  toujonrs 
I'audace" ;  a  more  audacious  pei'vci'sion  of  history  was  never  bt'fore  put 
on  paper  even  by  a  French  official.  Lord  Salisbury  proceeds  elaborately 
to  controvert  this  extraordinary  travesty  of  facts.  Our  case  was  very 
fairlj'  got  up  by  the  Foreign  and  Colonial  Offices  with  the  slender 
historical  details  at  their  command  ;  but  it  is  not  absolutely  correct,  and 
it  does  not  make  out  nearly  so  strong  an  argument  on  our  side  as  can 
be  obtained  from  nr.thentic  records. 

The  ancient  possession  and  sovereignty  of  England  over  this  Island 
dates  back  to  its  discovery.  It  is  proved  by  continuous  evidence  of 
dominion,  the  making  of  laws,  granting  of  charters,  and  the  enforcement 
of  taxation  on  foreigners.  Lord  Salisbury  only  refeis  to  the  dues 
obtained  by  Sir  David  Kirke  from  the  French,  against  which  the  French 
Ambassador  complained ;  but  the  exaction  of  taxes  from  Frenchmen 
and  all  other  foreigners  by  the  Cromwellian  Governors  is  much  more  to 
the  point.  Kirke,  it  might  be  said,  and  truly,  was  only  the  manager 
of  a  trading  company.     Treworgie,  Governor  under  the  Commonwealth, 
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hail  ii  formal  couiniission  from  the  Home  Government  in  which  he  was 
sjiecially  required  to  exact  the  taxes  from  foi'eigner,?.  Tlie  only  bi-eak 
in  the  English  Rovercignty  occurred  when  Charles  IT.  allow^ed  the 
French  to  occupy  Placentia  and  to  oust  the  English  settlers  who  were 
then  in  possession  there.  Under  that  most  fraudulent  concession  our 
opponents  never  permanently  occupied  any  part  of  the  Island  outside 
Placentia  and,  possibly,  St.  Pierre  and  Trepassey.  There  is  clear 
evidence  that  whilst  they  carried  on  very  extensive  fishing  operations 
on  the  South  and  South- West  Coast,  and  at  Petit  Nord,  nowhere  did 
they  reside  on  the  coa^it  all  the  year  round,  except  at  Placentia,  &c. 
Even  at  Placentia  the  French  attempt  at  colonisation  was  a  complete 
failure.  The  English  population,  natives  of  the  soil,  spread  them^'^'ves 
all  over  the  East  and  North-East  Coast.  Even  as  early  as  161  -hey 
had  sent  out  offshoots  from  the  considerable  settlement  of  Bonavista, 
and  by  1738  we  have  official  records  of  an  English  resident  population 
at  Twillingate  and  Fogo. 

However,  it  is  happily  not  necessary  to  further  discuss  this  question 
of  English  occupation  and  sovereignty ;  it  is  purely  academic ;  all  the 
rights  of  France  in  this  Colony  were  definitely  and  finally  surrendered 
and  completely  extinguished  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  in  1713.  The 
English  negotiators  were  very  careless  about  our  fisheiy  rights,  but  they 
were  exceedingly  careful  and  tenacious  on  the  question  of  sovereign 
rights ;  they  left  no  loophole  whatever  for  doubt  and  ambiguity.  They 
not  only  «leclared  in  emphatic  terms  *'  that  the  Island  of  Newfoundland 
"  .^hall  belong  of  right  wholly  to  Great  Britain,"  but,  further,  they  made 
the  vantpiished  surrender,  in  the  most  absolute  and  perfect  manner,  all 
possible  or  pi'etended  claims ;  "  the  French  king,  his  successors  and 
"  subjects,  shall  not  lay  claim  to  any  right  to  the  said  island  or  islands, 
"  or  to  any  part  of  it  or  them."  This  impudent  attempt  of  France  at 
the  present  time  to  base  her  claim  on  a  "  sovereignty  which  she  has 
"  never  velinrpiished  or  alienated,"  in  face  of  these  words  of  the  Treaty 
of  Utrecht,  which  still  govern  and  control  the  fishery  rights  of  the 
French  on  the  Newfoundland  coast,  ai'e  examples  of  the  method  in 
which  France  carries  on  this  controvei'sy. 

The  next  and  most  serious  point  in  the  discussion  of  this  important 
question  is  as  to  the  French  rights  of  fishery — are  they  exclusive  or  con- 
current rights  ?  On  this  topic  Lord  Salisbury  omits  to  particularly 
me  itioTi  the  nianner  in  which  the  Treaty  was  carried  out  between  the 
two  nations,  from  1713  to  17H3.  We  have  the  proclamations  and  acts 
of  our  naval  govel'nors  to  show  that  not  onh'^  was  the  fishery  carried  on 
as  a  concurrent  fishery,  but,  further,  that  the  sole  control  over  the  fishery 
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was  always  exorcised  by  the  English  Governor.  Palliser  settled  all 
disputes  about  rooms  and  the  priority  of  claims  between  the  French  and 
English  fishermen ;  he  confined  the  French  rigidly  to  the  limits  of  the 
Treaty  shore ;  he  confiscated  boats  that  attempted  to  trade  and  barter, 
and  threatened  that  if  he  caught  them  again  he  would  confiscate  their 
slijps ;  he  would  noD  allow  them  to  retain  possession  of  a  whale,  nor 
would  he  permit  a  Frenchman  to  build  a  boat  with  a-deck.  Conuuodore 
Duff  went  further,  an<l  actually  prohilnted  French  men-of-war  from 
visiting  our  coast.  "  I  cannot  permit  any  officer  with  a  commission  from 
"  His  most  Christian  Majesty,  and  with  an  armed  force,  to  resort  to  or 
"  exercise  any  authority  within  any  part  of  His  Majesty's  dominions 
"  unt'er  my  government."  The  cod  fishery  on  the  Treaty  shore  was  a 
concun-ent  fisheiy,  entirely  conti  oiled  by  th;^  English  during  this  long 
period.  This  expositio  contemporanea  has  a  most  itnportant  bearing. 
The  Frencli  submitted  to  the  rule  in  all  cases.  It  will  be  seen  from  Lord 
Salisbury's  I'eferences  to  the  correspondence  about  the  Treaty  of  Versailles, 
that  in  1783  the  French  tried  in  every  way  to  get  the  word  exclusive 
inserted,  but  the  English  Minister  dare  not  permit  such  language.  At 
the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  in  1802,  Joseph  Bonaparte  tried  hard  to  obtain 
exclusive  fishery  rights  and  the  grant  of  a  portion  of  Newfoundland, 
The  British  Government  were  fully  aware  of  the  clamour  such  a  con- 
cession would  arouse,  and  they  most  emphatically  refused  to  give  the 
French  exclusive  rights.  All  facts,  all  history,  all  practical  experience, 
show  distinctly  that  the  contention  of  the  British  Government  is  correct ; 
that  English  fishermen  may  at  all  times  pursue  their  calling  upon  that 
portion  of  our  coasts  where  the  French  have  iishery  rights,  provided 
they  c'o  not  actually  interfere  with  and  molest  the  French  in  their 
fishing  operations. 

It  is  sound  law  and  common  sense,  that  w^hen  an  owner  grants  a 
limited  easement  like  the  present  very  restricted  grant  to  the  French  of 
fishery  privileges,  whatever  is  not  included  in  such  licence  to  fish  and  to 
dry  fish,  is  retained  by  the  owner ;  this  is  the  position  of  P^ngland,  the 
Sovereign  Power  and  grantor.  The  privileges  of  the  French  are  strictly 
limited  to  three  things  ;  first,  they  have  the  right  to  catch  fish  ;  secondly, 
to  dry  them  on  land  in  temporary  huts  and  stages  made  of  boards  ; 
thirdly,  they  are  allowed  to  cut  wood  on  land  for  tlie  strictly  limited 
pui'poses  of  repairing  these  stages  and  huts  and  their  fishing  vessels. 
Outside  these  limits  they  have  no  authority  or  rights  whatever ;  they 
may  remain  on  the  Island  only  during  the  fishing  season  ;  they  cannot 
trade  or  barter  goods,  and  they  are  specially  prohibited  from  erecting 
an}'  permanent  buildings,  fortifications,  &c.  England,  as  the  Sovereign 
Power,  retains  the  right  to  us.  this  part  of  her  dominions  for  every  other 
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purpose  that  does  not  limit  or  unduly  prejudice  this  licence  to  the 
French.  As  the  Sovereign  Power  on  her  own  territory  she  has  the 
undoubted  right  to  decide  how  her  treaty  obligations  in  this  matter 
shall  be  carried  out ;  it  amounts  to  a  complete  abrogation  of  her 
sovereign  rights  when  a  foreign  nation  comes  upon  her  territory  with 
an  armed  force,  and  arrogantly  exercises  or  attempts  to  exercise  a 
coercive  jurisdiction  over  English  subjects  in  an  English  Colony.  It 
follows  as  a  clear  matter  of  right  that,  where  Frenchmen  do  not  tempo- 
rarily occupy  the  coast  and  do  not  fish,  English  subjects  may  occupy  and 
may  fish  and  utilize  their  own  territory  ;  to  taboo  this  whole  extensive 
coast,  to  make  the  whole  land  into  a  barren  wilderness,  simply  because 
a  dozen  old  French  brigs  fish  ir  three  or  four  harbours,  is  too  absurd  to 
be  discussed. 


FRENCH  HUTS,  REB  ISLAND. 

The  French  know  well  how  weak  their  case  is  on  the  treaties,  so  in 
all  their  official  correspondence  they  fall  back  on  the  declaration  of 
George  III.  in  1783  attached  to  the  Ti'eaty  of  Versailles.  I  have 
shown  under  what  fraudulent  circumstances  that  declaration  was 
made.  It  was  part  of  a  treaty.  Now,  it  is  a  well-recognised  principle 
that  a  treaty,  and  all  its  concomitants,  is  abrogated  by  war.  To  make 
that  declaration  legal  and  binding  upon  '-he  English  Government  it 
should  have  been  repeated  in  succeeding  treaties,  but  it  was  never 
renewed.  If  the  French  fishery  was  an  exclusive  one,  why  did  Joseph 
Bonaparte  at  the  Treaty  of  Amiens  endeavour  to  get  the  word 
excluaive  introduced,  and  Lord  Cornwallis  firmly  refuse  ?     The  indis- 
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creet  letter  of  Governor  Dfirling,  which  is  quoted  by  M.  WarUlington, 
or  the  stupid  despatches  of  other  officials,  Imperial  and  Colonial,  are 
nothing  to  the  point,  and  cannot  alter  a  principle  which  English 
statesmen  have  maintained,  and  none  more  firmly  than  Lord  Salislnny, 
I/hat  the  fishery  is  a  concurrent  fishery,  although  in  exercising  this 
right,  English  subjects  are  not  to  interrupt  the  subjects  of  France  when 
fishing  on  the  Treaty  shore. 

The  French  are  constantly  demanding  that  England  shall  honourably 
discharge  her  treaty  obligations,  and  they  have  to  admit  that  the 
Imperial  Government  in  all  good  faith  does  endeavour  to  fulfil 
these  most  unpleasant  duties  witli  her  accustomed  fidelity.  Wliy, 
on  the  other  hand,  sliould  not  France  in  the  same  honourable  way 
respect  the  obligations  which  the  French  Government  voluntarily 
took  upon  themselves  with  respect  to  St.  Pierre,  that  the  French  king 
■would  give  his  constant  attention  that  it  should 
not  become  an  object  of  jealousy  between  the 
two  nations  ?  St.  Pierre  was  ceded  to  be  a 
real  shelter  to  French  fishermen  ;  in  no  way 
was  the  island  so  generously  given  up  to  our 
rivals  to  be  hurtful  or  antagonistic  to  our 
interests.  This  is  the  plain  meaning  and 
intention  of  these  general  words  of  obligation. 
How  has  this  gallant  chivalrous  French  nation 
carried  out  the  undertaking  ?  Ever  since  its 
transfer  to  our  oppoiiciiLs  St.  Pierre  has  been 
a  perpetual  nuisance  to  all  British  North 
America.  Every  nation  in  Europe  or  America 
that     chooses     to    have     a     represetitative     is 

allowed  a  resident  consul  ;  Great  Britain  alone  is  rudely  refused. 
This  petty  little  ishuid,  which  was  not  to  be  an  oVjeet  of  jealousy 
between  the  two  nations,  carries  on  a  huge  smuggling  trade,  to  the 
detriment  of  all  our  British  colonies,  under  the  direct  encouragement 
of  the  French  Government.  Every  other  stipulation  of  the  treaty  also 
is  openly  or  secretly  evaded.  For  this  ofiensive  conduct  <m  the  part 
of  the  French  we  have  not  retaliated  except  in  name.  The  able  and 
accomplished  gentleman,  M.  C.  lliballier  Des  Isles,  who  represents  France 
so  efficiently  in  our  Colony,  is  not  nominally  recognised,  but  actually 
he  is  allowed  to  exercise  all  the  iluties  of  his  office.  Every  courtesy 
is  shown  to  him  ;  he  has  every  facility  for  obtaining  information ; 
whilst  if  anyone  attempts  to  look  after  the  large  intert'sis  of  our 
island  at  St.  Pierre,  he  is  rudely  driven  out  of  the  little  colony, 
much  for  the  courtesy  and  honour  of  France. 

1     p.  27-J9.  M  M 
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The  next  important  subject  is  as  to  the  manner  in  whirh  the  treaty 
is  to  be  carried  out  and  enforced.  England,  as  the  Sovereign  Power, 
is  the  only  authority  that  can  enforce  law  or  exercise  coercive  juris- 
diction on  her  own  territory.  The  French  are  well  aware  of  tliis  rule, 
this  unquestioned  axiom,  of  international  law,  yet,  in  defiance  of  all 
principle  and  all  the  rights  of  Great  Britain,  French  officera  are 
continually  taking  up  our  fishermen's  nets  in  our  own  territorial 
waters,  using  force  to  expel  English  fishermen  from  English  territory, 
and  in  one  case  issuing  a  proclamation  at  St.  George's  Bay,  forbidding 
English  fishermen  to  sell  herrings  except  to  French  vessels.  Until 
the  accession  of  Lord  Salisbury  all  this  aggression  and  usurpation  of 
authority  was  acquiesced  in  by  the  English  Government  and  naval 
officers.  The  late  Lord  Derby  characteristically  declared  that  whilst 
these  forcible  acts  of  French  naval  officers  on  English  soil  were  illegal 
and  not  defensible,  still  they  might  be  allowed,  as  they  only  legalise 
an  autl)ority  which  had  long  been  exercised  de  facto. 

The  misclilef  of  the  whole  matter  arises  from  the  fact  that  the 
French  have  a  very  big  navy  and  a  very  small  colony  to  deal  with 
in  North  America;  hence,  all  the  fuss  and  fume,  annoyance  and 
correspondence  with  the  Foreign  and  Colonial  Offices,  about  the  most 
petty  and  contemptible  affairs,  in  which  the  French  are  inxariably  in 
the  wrong.  Their  officers  are  instructed  to  get  up  as  many  complaints 
as  possible  (witness  the  case  of  Captain  Landgi'en),  and  when  they  are 
guilty  of  a  more  than  usually  outrageous  act  of  illegal  violence  and 
assumption  of  authority,  and  complaints  are  made  to  the  French  Foreign 
Office,  the  course  pursued  is  to  clear  themselves  out  of  the  scrape  by 
the  most  unblushing  lies.  There  is  a  most  amusing  instance  of  this 
peculiar  French  style  of  doing  things.  Tlie  captain  of  a  small  French 
ci'uiser  had  been  more  than  usually  violent  on  the  West  Coast ;  he  told 
the  stipendiary  magistrate,  Mr.  G.  Lilly,  that  he  would  not  recognise 
any  English  rule,  that  if  Custom  House  officers  attempted  to  board  any 
vessels  he  would  capture  them  and  carry  them  off,  and  the  magistrate 
also  if  he  dai-ed  to  enforce  any  authority.  Mr.  Lilly  duly  reported  the 
whole  proceeding.  The  English  Senior  Naval  Officer,  most  hospitable 
and  generous  of  men,  entertained  this  vapouring  little  commander; 
over  the  walnut?-  and  wine  he  expatiated  on  the  way  he  had  sat  on  the 
Newfoundland  auiliorities,  giving  full  vent  to  the  language  he  had  used 
towards  Mr.  Lilly.  The  English  captain's  clerk  heard  the  whole  scene  ; 
like  careful  officials,  he  and  the  captain  made  a  note  of  the  Frenchman's 
remarks.  When  the  charge  was  made  through  the  Foreign  Office,  the 
French  Naval  Commander  calmly  denied  that  he  had  ever  used  the 
language  ascribed  to    him.      It  is   happily  the   case   that   all   French 
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officei*s  are  not  of  this  class ;  more  moderate,  more  sensible,  and  more 
competent  officers  no  Navy  possesses  than  France  ;  Admiral  Humann, 
Captain  Reculoux,  and  others,  being  specially  distinguished  for  their 
high  qualities,  both  official  and  social. 

The  trouble  is  that  the  character  of  the  naval  officers,  lx)th  French 
and  English,  is  a  most  uncerti\in  quantity  ;  weak,  inco'npetent  men  may 
at  any  time  make  trouble  between  the  two  nations ;  when  we  realize 
from  the  official  statement  how  small  the  real  French  intei-est  is  in  this 
shore  fishery,  the  immense  fuss  made  about  it  l»y  French  (>fficials  is 
ludicrous.  The  French  nation  is  excited,  sometimes  to  madness,  alunit 
these  trumpery  affiiiis,  the  facts  of  whicli  are  carefully  conceale<l  from 
them  ;  outside  those  immediately  concerned  in  the  business,  the  true 
state  of  things  is  practically  unknown  in  France.  Most  Frenchmen 
believing  that  they  own  a  large  portion  of  Newfoundland,  it  is  a  pity 
the  nation  cannot  be  made  to  understand  how  heavily  they  are  taxed  to 
support  their  beggarly  colony  and  small  fishery,  and  how  useless  is 
this  waste  of  money  for  national  purposes.^ 

The  argument  that  the  main  oljject  of  all  this  expenditure  is  to  man 
the  navy  is  another  fiction.  Most  of  their  men  are  brought  out  in 
steamers  nowadays.  Every  intelligent  French  naval  officer  recognizes 
that  the  English  system  of  training  boys  for  the  service  is  the  only 
method  of  providing  man-of-war  sailors.  The  Newfoundland  P^'ench 
fishery,  as  a  method  of  manning  the  navy,  is  to-day  played  out.  A  close 
ring  of  capitalists  guard  these  enormous  fishery  bounties,  and  the  whole 
French  protective  system.  The  voice  of  intelligent  public  opinion  in 
France  on  these  heavy  burthens  is  completely  stifled  by  this  selfish  gang 
of  monopolists,  who  virtually  rule  France  far  more  firmly  even  than  the 
"  combines  "  and  trusts  in  the  Americ;\n  Republic.  The  more  democratic 
the  Government,  the  more  corruj^t  the  rule,  is  strikingly  exemplified  iii 
these  great  Republics.  The  useless  expenditure  of  public  money  by 
France  on  her  colonics  is  well  known  to  be  enormous :  compared  with 
the  vast  sums  wasted  on  Tonijuin,  the  cost  of  St.  Pierrt;  and  ]\Iiquelon 
M'ill  appear  very  small.  In  Newfoundland  thei'e  are  probably  not 
more  than  2,500  (leuuine  Frenchmen  sent  out  to  the  co<l  fishci'v. 
They  cost  annually)  to  the  French  exchefjuer  at  least  three  million 
francs,"'^  made  up  of  the  bounty  (nearly  ecjual  to  the  prime  cost 
of  the  dried  fish),  the  cost  of  administration  over  and  above  the  local 
revenue,    and    the    expense    of   the    warships    employed.     At    a    rough 


'  A  residont  of  St.  I'iorro,  well  versed  in 
the  liquor  trade,  sii3's,  that  the  wooden  ciises 
of  gin,  (minted  green  and  marked  "  De  Kuy  per'M 
Prime  Geneva,"  containing  12  large  tKiuare 
b()ttles,overa(|uarteaeh,are  invoieedatl  tVuiics 
60  centimes  jiereiise.    St.  Tierre  is  really  one 


of  the  largest  supporters  of  the  German  manu- 
facturers of  this  delectable  compound. 

"  Formerly  it  cost  double  this  amount, 
the  bounty  alone  in  1886  being  'i.OOO.ODO 
francs.  The  fishery  has  now  become  very 
small ;  sec  p.  47'J. 
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calciiliitioii,  evi'iy  one  of  these  Fn?iich  "  mt^tropolitain  "  tishcnnon  costs 
tlu'  nation  fifty  pounds  sterlinj;'  a  year.  If  this  expenditure,  now 
wholly  tin-own  away,  wei-e  directly  used  for  the  great  national  purpose 
of  nianninj^  the  navy,  it  would  provide  annual  maintenance  for  three 
thousand  French  naval  recruits. 

■^riie  excitement  which  commeTiccd  in  188()  about  the  lobster  factories, 
culminated  in  the  Modiix  Vivcndt  ot"  LSDO.  ]\r.  Jusserfind,  of  the  French 
endiassy,  strolls  into  the  Foreign  Office  one  fine  morning,  and  suggests  a 
simple  little  understanding  for  the  curi'ent  season  ;  it  is  very  simple  ;  like 
a  good  diplomatist,  this  distinguished  scholar  has  made  a  little  note  ot" 
its  terms.' 

Behold  how  great  a  matter  a  little  fire  kindleth  ;  this  little  agi'ee- 
ment  produced  a  debate  in  the  Hou.se  of  Commons,  a  hot  discussion  in 
the  French  Chamber ;  it  created  that  eminent  body  the  Newfoundland 
Patriotic  Association  ;  it  drew  forth  a  very  sensible  and  moderate  article 
from  the  great  French  critic,  John  Le  Moinne,  and  an  elo([uent  oration 
from  Mr.  P.  R.  Bowers.  Looking  now  calmly  at  this  storm  in  a  teapot, 
the  delegations,  the  great  meeting  in  Bannerman  Park,  and  all  the 
excitement  of  1890,  it  appears  after  all  that,  though  the  Modus  Vivendi 
was  a  clever  French  trick,  it  was  not  on  the  whole  an  unsatisfactoiy 
ai  range nient ;  there  were  only  half-a-dozen  small  French  lobster  factories 
doing  a  very  small  business,  whilst  we  had  over  forty  making  quite  a  large 
pack.  It  put  all  establishments  on  the  .same  footing,  and  secured  peace 
for  a  time.  Seriou,'  charges  were  made  against  the  British  Government 
of  having  given  way  to  the  French,  of  having  relincjuished  our  rights, 
of  having  violated  the  Magna  Charter  of  the  Colony  (the  Labouchere 
Despatch) ;  but  on  calmer  reflection  these  accusations  are  now  .seen  to  be 
unfounded.     The   whole  history  of  this  Colony  is  one  long  indictment 


'Amended  Dkaft  "  XFoms  Vivkndi." 

"  The  questions  of  [d-ineiple  ami  of  re- 
spectivt;  rights  being  I'litiivly  reserved  on 
l)iitli  sides,  the  niiiiiiti'iuincc  of  tlie  sfitliis  rjKO 
eiui  be  agreed  upon  ou  the  t'oMowing  bases  :  — 

"  Without  France <u'Great  Uritaiu demand- 
ing at  onee  a  new  examiuation  of  the  legality 
of  the  installation  of  Uritish  or  Freiieh 
lobster  factories  on  the  loasts  of  Xewfound- 
land  where  the  French  enjoy  rights  of  fisliing 
conferred  by  the  'I'reaties,  it  shall  be  under- 
stood 'lat  there  shall  be  no  niodifiention  in 
the  po-itions  (' emplaeenients ')  occupied  by 
existing  establishments  of  the  subjects  of 
either  country  on  the  1st  July  188U,  except 
that  a  subject  of  either  nation  may  remove 
any  such  est;  blishment  to  any  spot  on  which 
the  Commanders  of  the  two  Naval  Stations 
.shall  have  iireviously  agreed. 


"  No  lobster  fisheries  which  were  not  in 
operation  on  the  1st  July  1889  shall  be 
permitted,  unless  by  the  joint  consent  of  the 
British  and  French  Senior  Naval  Offioens  on 
the  station.  In  consideration  of  each  new 
lobster  fishery  so  |)ermitted,  it  shall  be  open 
to  the  fishermen  of  the  other  country  to 
establish  a  new  lobster  fishery  on  some  spot 
to  be  similarly  settled  by  joint  agreement 
between  the  Xaval  Comnuinders. 

"  Whenever  any  case  of  competition  in 
respect  of  lobster  fishery  arises  between  the 
fishermen  of  either  country ,  the  Commanders 
of  the  two  Naval  Stations  shall  proceed  on  the 
spot  to  a  provisional  delimitation  of  the 
lobster  fishery  grounds,  having  regard  to  the 
situations  accpiired  by  the  two  parties. 

"  X.U. — It  is  well  understood  that  this 
arrangement  is  quite  provisioiud,  and  shall 
only  hold  good  for  the  fishing  season  which 
is  about  to  open." 
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against  the  Imperial  Oovernment ;  T  liave  not  failoil  to  sot  it  forth,  hit 
on  this  suljject  I  do  nut  think  that  we  can  lay  to  their  chai'j,'*'  any  very 
heavy  faults.  No  douht  many  Newfoundlanders  Itelievt;  that  the  Home 
(jrovernment  might  have  made  our  ease  stronger;  that  they  might  have 
pushed  our  claims  with  more  vigour;  that  they  sliotdd  have  resented  the 
encroachments  of  the  French  with  more  Hrmiicss,  and  sternly  forbidden 
French  naval  officers  from  exercising  any  co«'icive  jurisdiction  over  our 
fishermen  on  the  Treaty  shord  ;  whatever  other  Administrations  have 
done  in  the  past,  it  is  clear  that  Lord  Saiishury,  at  any  rate,  hns  strongly 
supported  our  rights. 

Out  of  this  lobster  question  arose  another  difficidty,  and  a  far 
more  serious  one.  Amongst  the  facttn-ies  on  the  West  <,'oiist,  was  one, 
Itelonging  to  Mr.  James  Eaird  of  St.  John's,  managed  by  E.  Leroux.  It 
was  claimed  by  the  French  Commander  that 
the  factory  was  not  protected  by  the  Modux 
Vivendi  inasmuch  as  it  had  been  erected  after 
the  Ist  of  July  LS.S9.  It  was  situated  in  a 
locality  where  the  French  had  never  CJirried  on 
any  establishment,  and  where  a  cod  tishery  could 
not  Ixj  pro.secuted  ;  the  French  Commander,  how- 
ever, insisted  that  Mr.  Baird's  factory  should 
V)e  shut  up.^  The  owner  stood  upon  his  rights, 
aid  at  the  clo.sing  of  the  factory  a  sight  was 
witnessed  which  happily  d(jes  not  occur  in  any 
other  territory  under  the  English  Crown,  a  party 
of  English  man-of-war  sailors  landing  on  English 
soil  to  close  up  an  English  industiy  at  the  bid- 
ding of  a  French  naval  officer.  No  other  reason  can  lie  given  for  this 
act  than  the  orders  of  a  French  connnander.  I  believe  Sir  Baldwin 
AValker  had    direct   orders    from    the    Englisli   Admiral    to    carry    out 


Mlt.   J.   llAIIIIi. 
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'  "  Sandy  Point,  ]J.-iy  St.  George, 
"July  7,  1892. 
"  Edward  LiToux,  of  Sandy  Point,  Hay  St. 
Go.irge,  Jsewfoundiand,  do  certify  tiiat  dnriii;; 
the  season  of  1880  Cajitain  ]{ecnioux  of  the 
French  war  ves.>el  JJran  called  upon  ine  ; 
in  the  course  of  the  conversation  we  had 
tojietlier,  he  threw  all  the  hliune  of  the 
obnoxious  Bait  Act  upon  the  inerch.ints  of  St. 
John's,  obscrviiiir  the  St.  John's  merchants  are 
the  sole  causa  of  all  this  unpleasant  business. 
He  then  asked  ine  wliether  there  were  any 
parties  here  doing  business  with  any  of  the 
St.  John's  merchants  j  without  suspecting  any 
ulterior  purpose  I  aiswered,  '  Well,  yes,  Mr. 
llaliburton  and  others  are  doing  business  with 
Mr.  Haird.'  He  answered, '  Why,  these  are  the 
people  we  want  to  get  at.'     Shortly  after  this 


conversation.  Sir  IJahhvin  Walker,  Captain 
of  H.M..S.  i]iiientt(l,  forcibly  closed  our 
Fishels  Brook  Lobster  Factory  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  the  French  Commander. 

"  1  strongly  (d)jcctcd  to  this  act,  and  later 
I  objected  to  tlie  inconsistent  permission 
given  to  Mr.  Garnier  to  erect  and  operate  a 
lobster  factory  at  Fishi^ls  whence  1  had  been 
excluded.  I  made  this  objection  to  Sir  Bald- 
win Walker  in  the  ])rescnce  of  Mr.  Dwyer, 
our  stipendiary  magistrate,  and  observed 
there  would  be  malice  at  the  bottom  of  my 
exclusion.  Sir  Haldwin  Walker  protested, 
but  when  I  related  the  foregoing  conversation 
with  Captain  Beculonx  to  him,  Sir  Baldwin 
energetically  observed,  'Why,  this  conversation 
throws  a  great  deal  of  light  upon  this  matter, 
and  explains  very  much.'  " 
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tliiH  eviction.  Jt'  all  tlicso  fat'ts  bo  tnu',  and  I  Ix-licvo  they  are  suh- 
stiintiully  correct,  it  whh  a  most  un-KiiL(li?<li  ])roce(';liii^f.  Mr.  iJainl 
inniiediately  took  proceedings  a^oiinst  Sii-  Baldwin  Widker  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  which  decided  in  ids  favour,  and  (m  an  appeal  to  the 
Privy  Council  the  decision  was  upheld  '  When  the  Home  (Joverinnent 
discovered  that  through  tlu'  repeid  ef  the  old  Acts  for  tlio  Knforce- 
ment  of  the  Treaties  and  of  Geoi-ge  IIl.'s  declaration  of  \7M,  th(!y 
were  powerless,  thi-y  proposed  to  re-enact  v<'i'bat'im  ct  litcrutiin  these 
obsolete  Georgian  statutes. 

In  order  to  nwvt  this  unfoitunate  iitati'  of  affairs,  delciijak's  from 
both  sides  of  the  House  went  to  England  in  1«!)1— Sir  W.  V.  White- 
way,  K.C.M  G.,  Hon.  A.  W.  Harvey,  Hon.  M.  Monroe,  Hon.  G.  H.  Emerson, 
Spiakei',  and  Mr.  Morine,  M.H.A.  Wlien  they  arrived  in  London,  a  Bill 
was  l)efore  th«  House  of  Lords  for  second  reading  on  the  i.Srd  of  April  ; 
this  measure  was  a  virtual  ve-enactnient  of  51  Geo.  IV.,  giving  almost 
absolute  powers  to  naval  officers,  a  most  baibarous  old-fashioned  Act, 
The  tiist  object  of  the  delegates  wa.s  to  stop  the  pa.s,sage  of  this  Bill, 
and  in  the  promise  to  pass  a  temporary  measure  through  the  New- 
foundland Legislature  in  order  to  cany 
out  the  Treaty  obligations,  the  dele- 
gates concurred;  this  is  admitted  by  all, 
W!is  so  stated  by  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
and  is  also  corroborated  by  a  private  mes- 
sage sent  by  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Morine  to 
Mr.  Pitts.  The  delegates  found  themselves 
in  a  sorry  predicament:  the  i\Iinistry  ab- 
solutely refused  to  withdraw  the  obnoxious 
Bill  ;  in  order,  therefore,  to  avert  what 
tl.''}'  con.sidered  a  most  serious  calamity, 
they  prondsed  to  get  a,  temporaiy  measure 
pas'-ed,  and  to  discu.ss  and  arrange  a  per- 
nument  measure  to  enable  Great  Britain 
to  carry  out  her    Treaty  obligations  with 

France.      Speaking   only   for    niy.self,   I    think  their    acts    boun''    the 
Assembly,  and  it  was  in  honour  bound  to  cany   out  theif  Ai  to 

the  British  Government. 

authority  upon  olRcers  to  iii  the  riglits  of 

indiviiluuls  and  ])riviite  proj.  .  m  .  legisl  ulou 
was  lU'cessury.  The  court  coiiipn  lely  icino- 
lishcd  tlie  argument  of  defeiiuaut's  t  iinsel 
that  tile  act  complained  of  beiriff  an  atf'air 
of  State  done  under  the  authority  of  the 
Orown,  the  Newfoundland  Court  was  not 
theretore  eom{)etent  to  inquire  into  it ;  they 
declared  that  such  a  doctrinu  was  wholly 
unteiuible. 


MR.   A.  B.   MOBINK. 


'  OxntD  V.  Waukkii. 

The  judgment  of  the  Privy  Council  was 
delivered  by  Lord  Herschell  on  the  4th  of 
An;iiist  1892  ;  it  sustained  the  decision  of  the 
Nu|)r('ine  Court  of  Newfoundland  :  that  naval 
cttifers  had  no  authority  to  invade  the  rights 
of  private  iiidivi<luals  whenever  it  was 
iU'cess:iry  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  a  treaty 
or  convention  ;  that   in   order  to   confer  such 
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The  main  ilifference  of  o|)inion  aroHo  fir.st  on  the  appointment  of 
the  Jiidieial  Coiiiiiii>Hioners:  the  »lelega*e.s  elaimctl  that  they  shouM  l)e 
nppninteii  by  the  Governor  in  Council,  with  the  approval  of  the  Home 
(Joveniment.  Lord  Knutsfonl,  Sir  William  and  iMr.  Harvey  declare 
that  from  the  tirHt  the  British  Government  claimed  the  ri^'ht  of 
appointment  of  two  judj^es,  allowing  the  Colony  to  nominate  the  third. 
From  this  determination  the  Secretary  of  State  will  not  deviate. 

The  whole  matter  now  stands  hi  ittaf it  quo;  the  Hcmse  of  Assembly 
refiLses  to  pass  a  permanent  nuiasure,  the  French  decline  to  proceed  with 
the  arbitration  on  the  lobster  cpiestion,  and  each  year  we  have  had  a 
renewal  of  the  Mot/as  Vivendi,  and  the  Temporary  Treaties  Act  is  nt)w 
extended  to  I)ecend>er  1S!)5.  Most  Newfoundlanders  are  afraid  of 
arbitration,  England  is  always  on  the  losing  side ;  she  is  like  a  rich 
corporation— a  railway  or  insurnnce  company— against  whom  juries 
idways  give  verdicts;  they  are  always  in  the  wrong.  As  regards  the 
Fishery  Treaties  Bill  it  really  is  not  of  such  serious  conseciuence  as  its 
opponents  make  out.  Great  Britain  virtually  concedes  to  us  the  third 
judge;  if  our  local  nominee  is  a  strong  man  he  will  make  his  presence 
felt;  liis  local  knowledge  and  experience  will  outweigh  the  other  two, 
and  he  will  be  there  to  prevent  hardships  and  injustice ;  besides, 
according  to  the  latest  despatches,  the  Home  Government  seems  now 
willing  to  allow  an  intermediate  appeal  to  the  Newfoundland  Supreme 
Court,  and  from  thence  to  the  Privy 
Council.  All  these  appear  unnecessary 
precautions  ;  judges  nowadays  have  to 
work  in  presence  of  a  watching  public,  and 
a  still  more  observant  Press ;  this  serious 
responsibility  will  be  sure  to  keep  them 
straight.  To  all  appearances  the  cases  that 
will  come  before  them  will  be  very  trivial 
and  very  easily  disposed  of  ;  the  importance 
of  these  high  commissioners  luis  been 
most  ludici"ously  exaggei'ated. 

The  great  object  of  the  Bill  was 
to  take  away  the  jui'isdiction  of  the 
English  naval  officers.  A  careful  con- 
sideration   of    their    reports    shows   that 

they  do  their  delicate  and  difficult  work  on  the  whole  admirably, 
nor,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  can  any  seilous  complaint  be  made 
against  them.  Theoretically  they  may  be  wholly  unfitted  for  their 
magisterial  and  judicial  work;  practically  th<y  perform  it  in  a  most 
satisfactory  manner. 


Mil.  GEO.  U.   EMKK80N, 
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Tlu'iH'  V  ;t.s  '.(lie  oliN(>r\  (iliiMi  (•»  «liii'li  no  om(>  scciim  lo  liitvi' <"l\ou 
imy  olijcoliiMi  I'itln'r  m  lien  iiimli"  liy  Inml  IIimncIu'II,  or  un  il'<  n'|n>l.ilii>ii 
Ity  lioni  Kiuilsfonl  :  "  Tlicii'  cini  lu'  iin  <liiri>io»HM>  ol'  n|iiiiii)ii  hh  fo  lln> 
"  nM<iiii>  ol'  (lit'  (i)>lij»ii(ioij  liinl  icmIm  on  Mn>  ( Jovermnrnr  ni  {\\'h  cotindy 
"  (o  Mt>o  (lui(  i(M  In'iilii's  wliicli  mo  in  cNiHlciicf  nrc  rnron'cti  tiinl 
"  riillill(Ml.  Till'  iif^li^«  mnliT  <ln'  (ri'iiliivi  w'liili  we  iiro  roiiNidi'ii'.ijr, 
"  uhiilcvcr  (liosc  lii^lil.)  mny  ln«.  i\}v  nncii'iit.  mul  r»ini(>  iiilu  cxiMli'iici* 
"  111  ii  ti»ii'  h'Ikh  llii'f  H'lin  ih>  I ii/h\hi(<i lit  iu>i>i(liilii>ii  on  tliitoimfs  iti 
"  ,iiiistio».  Tlimr  tniti/  ol>li<fitlions  ici'i'c  )li(  iiii/'OSfil  mi  a  i>  r.visti  nif 
"  I'oiniiiunif!/,  ItuI  (lie  <'oinnnniily  tliiit  Iin^  Miner  tf'<»\vn  n|»  Iwih  eoiuo 
"  into  Ix'iiif;  Hnl'jeel  (o  <lie  esisliMiee  of  (liesc  lreii(y  ris^jlils."  lionl 
llei-sehell  is  entiiely  iistrny  en  (lie  liiM(.oriejil  t|ni'M(ioii.  Tlien'  wiim 
(I  Hri(isli  poj)iiln(ion  on  (lie  eoiiM(.  when  (liese  iiiieieii(.  (reiilies  wen* 
)V'|H.s(>tl,  (>\en  (he  eiiilies(  of  tli(<in  nil.  The  iimmi'iIm  show  (lii»(>  (rhei>>  wiiH  Jl 
small  n'sident  lv>]Miln(i>>i\  ;  (hey  fuiil  (he  Ito^er  ()oii(iiij:'  |»i>|inlii(ioi»  were 
»leliherii(ely  s,'ieri(ieeil  in  s|\i(<>  ol"  (lie  ))ro(.es(.M  iind  iirj.;en(  ie,siH(nn('"  of 
Newt'onnill;»n«lerM  nml  till  in'.Mes(e(l  in  (hit  Isliiiul.  There  wmh  n  wedle- 
n\en(  ti(  Hon;ivis(n  w  In-ii  (he  l'"r.'iieh  \ver(>  (illowid  lisliin^'  iii>h(.M  (,lien< 
in  ITKI.  e\en  (1  sniiill  se((le(l  |>opul;i(ioii  !i(.  Ko^o  nml  'I'willin^iHe,  iiml 
i(  aiU'eiMs  I'n^iu  e\iilenet>  iji\i'n  Ix'l'ore  (Jovernor  I'tilli^er  (lull  preinimiH 
wen'  ni\en  (o  Kreneli  inMs(ers  (o  (ish  (here,  nml  (hiis  tinnoy  (lie  lOni;lish 
vesideii(H.  I(  was  (he  iinnoviinee  inul  (he  l<os(.ili(ieN  he(wreii  (he  Miij^IisJi 
\H'siiii"i(  {>o[nil;i(ion  unil  (he  ship  (ishenuen  iVoni  Kninee  (Iim(  eansed  (he 
ehaiiiie  (o  Ih»  male  iVom  v'tiiH'  Hoinvisdi  (o  ('»|)(»  tlohn,  mihI  (ha(. 
^»•o.hu^'(l  (he  (leolaiation  of  (leor^e  III,  I7S:?.  IaMiI  lleixehell,  aw  a,  <;reM(. 
eensiidUioM.il  lawyer.  miis(  lu'  awMve  of  nil  (he  |>ro(,e8(s  and  violcnl 
oiithiUN(.s  ot'  jMihlie  intliena(ion  aL;aiiis(.  (he  (ishery  elmises  (»F  (he 
'treaties  ot"  I'dn-elit..  I'aris.  and  Versailles.  New  i'dnndlaiid  in  (hose  days 
had  powevtul  iVieu,','.  and  su)ipoi(!  r-s,  who  maile  a.  \ery  hmd  oulcry 
;\(  the  way  her  iuten'^t.s  were  saerilieeil  (o  Kranee.  Lord  Sali'-lmry  may 
well  n't'er  to  us  as  "  (he  sport  ol"  historie  ii\isl"(>itnne,"  li\i(  i(.  is  (he  cruel. 
ttviohenms.  and  imluvile  poli<-y  ol"  (in>at  lhi(ain  that  has  laid  this  heavy 
\oi\t\  u|HH\  onr  inifor(una(<'  islanders.  It  is  the  hounden  duly  ol'  every 
honest  and  patriotic  pnhlii-  man  in  !''.'\>,';land  (o  liL;hteii  (he  Imrthen; 
it\stead  of  (his.  (he  objeet.  apparently,  oi"  every  Kri|;li.sh  Ministry  has  lie(M» 
to  please  France,  to shnnt  us,  to  j;et  rid  ol"  us  ii.s  (he  importnnnt.e  h('^<;a.v  ntj 
the  i^aie  It'  the  iMi^Iish  Koreiij;n  Otiiee  wtuild  only  unei^  stand  (inn  and 
nsolutelv  resist.  French  aj;;.iivssion,  i;ive  ius(nu'(ions  (o  our  naval  t)(licers 
that  al!  \iolen(  and  wanton  attack.s  on  our  (ishermeu  are  to  he  (irmly 
resisted.  th\t  men-of-war  aiv  sent  on  our  const^s  to  proti'ct  and  not 
punish  our  p<HM"  settlers,  mutters  mi<,d\t  soon  be  setthnl.     The  French  are 


onr    neie-hi><nirs    in    all    lour    tpiariers    ( 
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inilnliiij^f,  t'\  crywlM'ir  lln'y  nn'  ilidiciill,  to  ^frl  nti  willi  ,  tin-  wmimI, 
|MiMHilili'  piiliry  is  I.d  lir  nriiiiil  ul'  iJitin.  ||,  im  \,\uh  tear  of  {''viuica'  Mint; 
liMM  ciiimcd  iill  Mii<  IriHililr  ill  NitwIniitKllnii'l. 

WIml.    iiinlvi'M    nil    <il'    MM    iIihIiiihI,  iiihI    IVnc     I'Iii^^NmIi     iH'(r/»l,i(i,t.inii    on 

iiiir    liili/iir   iH    l.lii'    iiiiinni'i'    in     wli'u'li     iiiir    iikIiI/i    Idivh    I ii     Mirnwii 

inviiy  ill  ill"'  viiiiuiin  ( 'ma  fiil  iuim.  Our  in>;((il.iiil.iir't  linvi-  Ix'  ii  (iliiriHt- 
invMi'inlily  i^MHuaiil  ul'  (,lic  hiiIiJi-iI,,  wliilnl,  Unir  o|i|H(h('iilM  Imvn  Imiii 
I  li.niMii^lily  Mri|iiniiil.i'<|  willi  Ilii-  iimJ  pniilH  ii.l,  inKiii'  It.  ic  on  l.lii^ 
acniiiiil   Mini  iiiumI.  Nr\vroiiinllaiii|i'iM  inrlcr  llir  iiolir-y  of  diifl,. 

(Imlrr  iJii'  aiioinii'uiiM  MihIiih  I'i.'imli  lliii.jjK  Jii'f  /.,'oiii/^'  on  Vi  ly 
raii'ly  on  llir 'rHiily  hIioi<>  Hm-  iiinui^nnicnt,  I.Iioiij^'Ii  I,(  in|iofai'y.  ^  iU^ 
well  ;  llir  Kii^IimIi  IiIimI.i-i  |iacl<i'i'H  ni'i<  |iro|,rcl,i'i|  in  i.li*'ii'  filling,  mikI 
riM'li  Hidi'  krt'|iM,  on  I, lit'  wlioli',  In  il/i  own  piirt.  of  |.)ic  coiKt..  Sir  llal'lvvin 
Wtilki'i    Ii  1(1    Moiiic    li'oiililf    vviUi   ( !iiiiiniMn<liu'    MaiiMJial,   hot,    a   'Irti^r- 
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iiiii.alioii  on  (lin  jKiit,  ol'  Mil!  I'ln^'ii.sli  ( ,'oiiiiiiodoi<'  rio(,  fo  [icrrnif,  our 
op;  oiiciits  l<i  nicddli!  witli  Kit'^liHli  ii'apH  put,  an  fiid  to  flu!  disipiit<;. 
Tlic  l''ii'n('li,  liowrvcr,  iivr  not,  ..i^tisficd  wit.fi  tin-  pn-Hi-nt,  pfaf<?fiil  .stat/; 
of  all'iiiis,  tliry  wiint.  t.o  ci'i'iitc  t,ioiil)Ic,  and  for  tliis  purpose  flu-  Mnni- 
cipnl  ('onncil  of  St..  I'irrrf  now  Hi\cs  an  extra  lioiintyto  jijirt.ifM  wlio 
will   ciiny   on    a  sliori'    lisliciy   ;ind   \>i\<:k    lolist*frs.'      Sii';li   a   jiroc;';<:dirif( 

'  'I'lic   .Miiiii(i|iiil   (Idiincil  (if    St.    I'iiiTc  vi-s«cU   i-   iiUo   oonnivcd  nt    to    incrco-xc   t}ii: 

lifts   lately  friviii   ii  I'lriniiiiii  of  Till  fraiicK  to  rc-i'lciit  French  fi^liernien,     I'rolialilv  a  hun- 

cvery    Frciieli  I   iiinl    loliNter    fislieriniiii   on  dreil    mliiiiional     Fieneliineri    fished    on    th»i 

tlic  Trehty  slioic  ;  iIiIn   is  ill   ailditioii   to  the  'I'rcaly  shore  hiit  sen"ori, 
iiiilioiml    lioiiiitN.       Desertion     from    I'reneh 
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as  a  shore  fisliery,  not  carried  on  from  ships,  i.s  against  both  the  letter 
and  the  spirit  of  the  Treaty,  and  our  Government  would  V>e  fully 
justified  in  demandin;^  duties  on  all  goods  thus  brought  into  the 
Colony.  The  only  goods  exempted  from  duty  are  the  actual  supplies 
and  stores  brought  by  the  fishing  ships  for  the  niHintenatice  of  the 
crews  during  the  season  ;  goods  brought  into  the  Colony  in  any  other 
way  than  in  fishing  ships,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  tlie  fishing 
crew,  are  clearly  liable  to  duty.'  This  was  the  point  which  the 
French  Admiral  came  to  St.  John's  about  last  summer ;  when  he 
found  the  Imperial  authoiities  maintained  the  position  taken  up  by 
our  local  Government,  he  refused  all  invitations,  and  went  away  in 
a  rage.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  Government  of  the  Republic  in  future 
will  send  Admirals  with  a  little  more  common  sense  and  courtesy.  If 
the  French  disturb  the  present  peaceful  state  of  affairs  our  course  is 
clear,  we  will  put  the  Unit  Act  in  operation  and  enforce  it  rigorously. 


f  '' 
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LITTLE  RIVER,  WEST  COAST. 


I  have  cmleavonred  to  deal  with  this  most  important  international 
quotion  of  the  Treaty  shore  as  fairly  and  impartially  as  possible; 
I  am  free,  however,  to  confess  that  I  view  it  mainly  from  a  colonial 
standpoint ;  every  Newfoundlander  holds  stnmg  opinions  upon  the 
subject,  and  I  am  possibly  not  exempt  from  local  bias.  It  is  a  ndghty 
unpleasant,  irritating  question,  and  the  Fx'ench  are  mighty  unpleasant 


'  The  French  are  inveterate  smujfglers. 
Under  pretence  of  stores  for  their  ships,  they 
iihvays  carry  a  large  Rui)ply  of  I'quor,  tea, 
Mipar,  and  tobacco,  to  sell  and  barter  with  the 
Newfoundland  fishermen.  <  )ne  French  master 
actually  required  the  mapstrate  to  summon  a 
number  of  parties  who  owed  him  money  for 


pocds  supplied  durinff  the  fishing.  All  tradinjj 
of  this  kind  is  clearly  illegal,  and  our  Custom 
House  authorities  should  keep  a  sharp  look- 
out on  all  French  vessels,  and  chiefly  on 
parties  from  St.  Pierre.  Their  stocks  of 
goods  should  be  carefully  insptcted. 
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nfciglibours  in  all  four  quarters  of  the  world;  it  says  little  for 
English  diploihacy  that  it  has  not  been  disposed  of  hnvj;  ago.  The 
real  interest  of  France  is  ridiculously  sni-iU  on  the  coasts  in  question ; 
they  have  not  a  dozen  vessels,  and  less  than  two  huruhvd  fishermen, 
whilst  we  have  at  least  twelve  thousand  people,  peinianent  and 
transient,  in  the  same  localities.  England,  apparently,  has  really 
never  made  any  tangible  offer  of  exchange  of  territory  as  a  bnsis  of 
settlement ;  it  is  the  only  way  in  which  the  (question  can  be  approached. 
France  will  not  take  money,  but  she  might  accept  territory  and  money 
combined.  The  recent  occurrence  in  the  hinterland  of  British  Siena 
Leone,  in  which  Englisli  and  French  troops  came  into  collision,  and 
so  many  gallant  men  lost  their  lives,  joints  to  a  region  where  we  might 
satisfy  French  ambitinn  and  lust  of  territory,  and  really  not  seriously 
inteifere  with  the  extent  of  "  England  in  Africa."  The  cession  of  the 
English  island  of  Dominica,  which  is  practically  French,  lying  between 
Mai'tini(iue  and  Guadaloupe,  is  another  territory  that  would  also  be 
acceptable  to  our  Gallic  neighbours. 

It  would  be  wrong  to  declare  that  the  French  have  no  rights  ; 
they  have  well-defined  rights  within  the  strict  limits  set  out  in  the 
Treaty.  Of  Course,  it  is  quite  clear  that  if  the  French  were  able  to 
occupy  the  whole  of  this  extensive  coast  with  their  fishing  operatioris, 
English  subjects  would  have  no  right  to  interfere  with  them,  or  actually 
to  intei'rnpt  them.  There  was  a  time  when  the  French  fishery  on  the 
Treaty  shore  was  very  large,  and  the  English  very  small,  but  that  day 
is  long  past ;  year  by  year  the  business  of  our  oppiments  has  l)een 
grownig  smaller.  The  fish  on  the  shore  hive  been  continually  failing, 
ami  the  French  have  consequently  praitically  abandontd  this  mode  of 
fishinjj.  Onv  western  fishermen  make  a  voyage  or  two  before  the 
Frenchmen  arrive  about  June,  antl  often  obtain  another  after  they 
leave  in  October.  The  bank  fishery  aho,  fiom  St.  Pieire,  has  never 
recovered  from  the  ef  ^s  of  the  Bait  Bill ;  so  that  now  the  whole 
French  business  in  JSewfoundland  is  artificially  propped  up ;  the 
moment  the  bounty  is  withdrawn  the  French  trans-Atlantic  fisheiy 
will  cease  to  be  pro!^ecute<l ;  time,  the  inexorable  logic  of  events,  and 
the  failure  of  the  fishery,  aiv  all  workii'g  on  our  side. 
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APPENDIX  TO  CHAPTER  XVII. 


The  Lobster  Factories  on  the 
West  Coast. 

Report  by  Captain  Campbell,  R.N. 
Enclosure  8  in  Xo.  126. 

Captain  Campbell  to  Captain  Hatnond. 
(Extract.) 

Lily,  at  Channel,  Newfoundland, 
October  10,  1888. 
In  compliance  with  my  sailing  orders  of 
the  29th  August  last,  with  reference  to  the 
lobster  industry  on  the  west  coast  of  New 
i'oundland,  where  the  French   have   certain 
Treaty  privileges,  I  have  the  honour  to  report 
as  follows  :  — 

1.  Historical  Bctrospect. — Tt  appears 
that  the  first  lobster  was  canned  on  this  coast 
about  thirty  years  ago ;  a  party  from  Nova 
Scotia  had  btren  canning  salmon  Irom  the 
H  umber,  and  at  the  close  of  the  salmon 
fish.'ng  they  went  to  the  north  shore  of  Hay 
of  Islands,  and  started  the  first  canning  of 
lobsters. 

(n.)  The  first  attempt  to  build  a  factory 
was,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain, 
made  in  i^t.  Uarbe's  Hay,  fifteen  years  ago.  by 
a  Mr.  Kumkey,  of  Nova  Scotia,  who  sub- 
se«iuently  parted  with  it  as  a  going  concern 
to  Messrs.  Forest  and  Shearer,  factory  owners 
in  Nova  Scotia,  who  next,  in  IHHI,  purchased 
the  factory  at  Brig  Iky,  built  in  1880,  from 
Mr.  Forsey,  capable  of  canning  10,000 
lobsters  daily,  and  erected  one  at  Port 
Saunders  in  188-^. 

(i.)  The  industry  then  seems  to  have 
attracted  more  Nova  Scotians. 

(c.)  Messrs.  Pay/.aiit  and  Frazer,  who 
built  a  large  factory  on  Woody  Point,  Eonne 
Bay,  and  later  on  Mr.  Carter  and  Mr.  Neville 
and  Messrs.  Stabb  and  Koaeli,  who  all  built 
in  Bay  of  Islands.  Mr.  J.  Cairns,  of  Prince 
Edward  Island,  Mr.  Baird,  of  St.  John's, 
Newfoundland,  started  in  and  about  Port-ii- 
Port ;  and  the  local  inhabitants  of  Bay 
St.  (ieorge  have  started  uunierous  factories, 
and  are  fishing  that  district. 

((/.)  The  numbers  rose  to  sixteen  in 
1887,  and  at  the  close  of  this  season  there 
are  twenty-si.v  factories  at  work,  employing 
a  total  of  about  100  from  Nova  Scotia  iind 
I'rince  Edward  Island,  and  about  1,000 
natives. 

2.  I'roccss. — The  factorips  are  worked 
on  the  same  jirinciple  throughout;  their 
canning  capacity  varying  with  tlicir  size  and 
the  number  of  hands  employed. 

(fi.)  They  usually  consist  of  a  boiling 
and  bath  room,  and  a  packing-room,  cook- 
house, and  sleeping  apartment  for  girls. 


(6.)  Lobsters  are  taken  in  three  ways ; 
the  first  and  most  common  is  h}  buoyed  lines 
of  cages. — Figure  I. 


FlOLKli   I. 

Secondly. — By  hand  trap,  a  circular 
hoop  of  iron  with  a  net  stretched  across  it, 
upon  which  are  fastened  three  or  more 
herrings. — Figure  II. 
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FiGLKE    II. 

(c.)  This  trap  is  important,  as  it  could 
perfectly  well  he  used  when  the  ciiges 
justifiably  interfere  with  the  Treat)  rights  of 
the  French  ;  and,  thirdly,  handed  by  "  claw- 
nipping  "  in  shallow  water. 

(d.)  In  this  way  as  many  as  1,000  have 
been  taken  in  one  day  by  one  boat. 

(c.)  Local  fishermen,  rts.sisted  on  the 
rougher  portions  of  the  coast  by  men  from 
Nova  Scotia,  work  the  traps,  &c.  along  the 
parts  which  feed  their  jiarticular  factory,  and 
deliver  them  at  the  pier,  or  to  the  collecting 
schooners,  at  70  to  81)  cents  per  loO,  which 
nuiy  be  said  to  be  the  cost  of  the  raw 
material. 

(./.)  The  lobsters  are  then  handed  in 
and  boiled  for  half-an-hour,  after  which  they 
go  to  a  sn)asher,  who  breaks  the  claws  and 
takes  out  the  meat,  which  is  then  washed  and 
packed  in  the  tins  by  one  set  of  girls,  another 
set  then  dry  the  edges  of  the  tins  for  soldering, 
which  are  then  closed  up  and  bathed  for  an 
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hour-and-a-half,  then  punctured  to  let  out 
the  vapour,  and  nfjain  bathed  for  a  second 
period  of  the  same  duration. 

((/.)  The  tins  are  then  packed  in  ''our- 
dozen  cases,  and  are  mostly  shipped  to 
Halifax  and  St.  John's  without  bein<r  hibeiled, 
with  the  exception  of  Messrs.  Piiyzant  and 
Frazer's  factory  at  Bonne  Bay,  which 
varnishes  and  hibeis  on  the  spot. 

(h.)  The  cost  of  building  varies,  but  it 
may  Ikj  roughly  estimutcd  at  from  2,000  to 
3,000  dollars,  and  the  daily  cost  of  mam- 
tenance  may  be  roughly  stated  to  average 
6  to  8  dollars. 

(i.)  The  vaiue  of  a  case  at  present  is 
6  dol.  25  c,  and  the  profit  from  a  dollar  to 
2  dollars  a  case  in  average  years. 

(j.)  Generally  the  "take"  is  sold  or 
mortgaged  to  the  outfitter,  before  the  season 
commences. 

3.  The  lobster  industry  has  become,  and 
■will  become  more  and  mote,  year  by  year, 
the  mainstay  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  west 
coast  of  Newfoundland ;  it  employs  men, 
women,  and  children,  winter  and  summer. 

(a.)  Trapping  lobsteis  pa^s  better  than 
fishing  for  cod,  is  far  more  regular,  and  gives 
the  fishermen  a  "  night  in  bed."  This  to 
some  extent  accounts  for  the  falliug-ofl  in 
the  loi'al  takes  of  cod. 

(b.)  Nothing  but  a  personal  inspection 
can  give  any  idea  of  the  good  the  factcries 
are  doing  along  the  whole  of  the  west  coasf, 
and  of  the  number  of  men,  women,  and 
children  that  are  dependent  upon  them  ;  it 
would  send  the  whole  coast  back  to  ruin  and 
starvation  if  this  industry  were  suppressed, 
or  even  curtailed. 

(c.)  The  profits  are  not  so  great  to  the 
owners  as  is  supposed,  but  the  people  benefit 
all  the  same,  and  the  Government  has  thus 
a  most  magnificent  system  of  out-door  relief 
for  its  pcor,  with  all  risks  taken  and  the 
capital  foiiiid. 

4.  French  Interference. — There  is  only 
one  factory  on  the  whole  coast  which  can 
possibly  in  any  way  interfere  with  the  tem- 
porary fishing  rights  of  the  French.  It  is 
situated  on  '♦  Two-Hill  Point,"  inside  Fort 
Saunders,  and  it  has  been  in  the  habit  of 
purchasing  lobsters  from  the  local  fishermen 
who  set  their  traps  in  the  bays  and  iiloiij  the 
shore,  practically  from  Gargamelle  Cove  to 
about  a  mile  to  the  northward  of  !Mal  Bay. 

(rt.)  I'art  of  the  coast  thus  fished  is  un- 
doubtedly used  by  the  men  from  the  French 
rooms  at  l'ort-au-(yhoix,  Barbese,  and  Savage 
Island  to  seine  and  bar  herring  for  bait,  but 
only  at  certain  times  and  in  certain  places, 
notably  Kep])el  Harbour,  in  June  and  July. 

(bJ)  It  was  the  bad  arrangement  of  the 
manager  and  the  local  fishermen  in  setting 
their  traps  after  the  arrival  of  the  Freneh- 
men  which  gave  Captains  Beliii  and  V'illala 
(agents  for  Auguste  Leiuoine  and  Guibcrt  et 
Fils)  an  apparent  ground  for  complaining 
"  that  the  cages   along   the  shore  from  ^lal 


Baj-  to  Point  Riohe  prevent  them  from 
]ii'Ovisioning  themselves  with  bait  on  the 
appearance  of  the  various  schools  of  herring, 
capeliu,  s(juid,  *-,c.,  during  the  fishery  season, 
and  that  when  they  attempt  to  seine  for  bait 
gave  them  an  excuse  for  complaint  that  their 
nets  are  destroyed." 

(c.)  'I'he  justice  of  their  deraand  was  so 
far  allowed  this  season  by  you,  that  the 
fishennea  who  supply  the  Port  Saunder'* 
factory  were  limited  to  a  very  small  lobster 
area,  and  the  harbours  and  bays  complained 
of  were  prohibited. 

(rf.)  Notwithstanding  this  prohibition,  I 
have  been  abln  to  ascertain  that  since  your 
order  the  bays  in  question  have  not  been 
fished  by  the  French  for  bait. 

(e.)  The  real  reasons  why  CaptHins 
Belin  and  Villala  wish  to  prevent  the  fisher- 
men who  trap  for  this  factory  from  setting 
their  traps  are  :  — 

(1.)  Personal  animosity  to  Mr.  Shearer, 
the  manager,  the  rea!<oii  for  which  is  ditficnlt 
to  arrivf  at,  but  it  was  in  connection  with  the 
purchase  of  bait. 

(2.)  If  the}'  could  get  this  factory  closed, 
they  would  be  enabled  to  feed  their  own  small 
boiling-bouses  at  a  cheap  rate,  thromvh  the 
fishermen  who  work  on  the  prohibited  coast, 
and  possibly  set  up  theniseives  at  Port 
Saunders. 

(/.)  The  lobster  fac'ory  at  Port  Saunders 
is  unfortunately  situateil,  in  so  far  that  it  is 
about  10  miles  from  the  French  rooms  <it 
Port-au-Choix;  but  tiiire  is  no  just  reason 
for  closing  it,  and  under  proper  restrictions, 
which  could  be  regulated  annually  by  the 
west  coast  ship  or  senior  officer,  there  can  be 
no  possible  giound  for  complaint  on  the  part 
of  the  French. 

(f/.)  In  September  this  year  Mr.  Shearer 
pulled  down  half  of  his  canning  buililings, 
and  transplanted  them  to  the  north  of  Castors 
Hiver,  a  place  not  fished  at  present,  leaving 
sufficient  sheds  at  Port  Saunders  to  carry  on 
the  industry  on  a  reduced  scale  suitable  to 
the  curtailed  lobster  fishing-ground. 

5.  Incompliance  with  your  Memorandum 
dated  the  loth  June  188y,  I  have  carefully 
investigated  the  Black  Duck  Brook  (No.  H 
on  Chart)  trawl  cutting  cnse  {ride  special 
letter  No.  2  of  the  22iid  June)  on  the  IHth 
and  19th  June.  There  is  not,  anil  cannot  be, 
any  just  complaint  against  this  factory  ;  but 
on  my  last  visit  Mr.  Halliburton  told  me,  in 
conversation,  that  he  intended  to  move  north 
of  Bonne  Bay  early  next  season. 

(a.)  No  other  I'aotory  on  the  west  coast 
is  near  to  any  French  fishing-station,  or  can 
in  any  way  interfere  with  their  Treaty  rights, 
and  none  other  has  ever  been  complained  of. 

G.  After  the  mo.st  careful  and  repeated 
inspection  of  the  west  coast  from  Cape  Hay 
to  Cape  Norman,  the  conviction  has  been 
forced  upon  me  that  the  wholesale  closing  of 
the  British  lobster  factories,  and  the  suppres- 
sion of  this  great  industry,  because  "  the  only 
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two  French  iinn8,  Auj,u8te  nnd  Anatole 
Lemoinc,  and  GiiibtTt  Fils,  of  St.  Malo, 
employing  510  fiMhermen,"  whc  fixh  thi« 
cnast,  complain  ibat  they  are  hindered  in 
obtainiufT  bait  at  one  spot  (they  themselves 
having  four  lobster  factories  working),  would 
be  as  cruel  as  it  would  be  unjuiitifiable  on  tlic 
part  ot  these  two  firms  to  demand  it. 

7.  Your  thorough  knowledge  of  this  coast 
•will,  I  venture  to  hope,  enable  you  to  bear 
nic  out  in  my  statement,  tliat  there  exist  at 
this  moment  fixed  settlements  and  fixed 
fishery  establishments  all  along  the  line  of 
coast  from  Cape  Buy  to  Cape  St.  John,  on 
which  the  P'rench  rights  extend,  and  not  only 
do  they  exist  without  protest,  but  with  even 
greater  harmony  than  is  Ubual  between  rival 
settlements  of  the  same  nationality. 

(fl.)  Accoiding  to  the  present  policy  and 
manner  of  working  the  fishery  on  the  west 
coMst,  these  settlements  are  permittci  and 
recognized  where  they  do  not  interrupt  by 
their  competition  the  fishery  of  the  French, 
and  should  there  be  any  complaint  as  to  Rny 
particular  eettlemeut  or  locality,  it  is,  by  your 
instructions,  reported  to  you,  and  dealt  with 
ou  its  individual  merits. 

(6.)  This  manuer  of  treating  the  fishery 
settlements  has  been  this  season,  by  your 
orders,  extended  to  the  lobster  factories,  and 
I  would  advocate,  with  all  the  fervour  at  my 
command,  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
sanction  this  means  of  dealing  with  the 
difficulty  caused  by  the  unreasonable  demand 
of  the  French  to  crush  a  thriving  industry 
on  a  starving  coast,  where  it  in  no  possible 
way  interferes  by  competition  with  their 
fishermen. 

8.  I  have  prepared  the  accompanying 
Chart  in  order  to  show  clearly  the  position  of 
the  factories  with  reference  to  the  French 
rooms  on  the  west  coast. 

9.  Close  Season. — I  am  informed  that 
the  Legislature  of  Newfoundland  contemplate 
a  close  season  from  the  end  of  July,  and  I 
would  beg  to  point  out  that  between  the  third 
week  in  July  and  the  third  week  in  August  the 
lobsters  go  through  a  process  of  changing 
shells,  during  which  time  they  lay  by,  and  do 
not  crawl  into  the  traps,  and  if  caught  are 
thrown  back,  but  after  the  20th  to  2.5th  August 
they  come  on  strong  during  September  and 
October,  which,  except  for  the  weather,  are 
the  two  best  months  of  the  year. 

10.  If  the  factories  are  closed  cither  at 
the  end  of  July  or  August,  it  will  not  be 
worth  while  to  open  them  at  all.  I'hey  open, 
as  a  rule,  on  the  8th  to  12th  June,  and  close 
during  October,  the  ice  period  establishing  a 
close  season  of  its  own. 


Enclosure  9  in  No.  126. 

Memorandum. — (  Vide  avcompahy.  'ff  Chart.) 

No.  1 .  Cod  Koy,  owned  by  Mr.  McDougal, 
is  the  most  southern  factory  on  thc.t  part  of 
the   coast   where   the    Freuch   have    certain 


The  roifiUar  French  flshinK  stations  nre  shown 
thus  XXXXt ;  occiisional  fishing  nrrounds  thus  ==. 
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Treaty  rights  of  iishin);.  It  was  closed  on 
account  of  bad  weather  and  scarcity  of 
lobsters. 

No.  2.  Next  in  order,  f(oing  north,  is  a 
factory  owned  by  Mr.  E.  Leroux,  trader,  of 
Sandy  Point,  Buy  of  St.  George,  a  Frenchman 
who  left  hig  country  to  evade  conscription, 
and  became  a  native  of  Newfoundlnnd ;  he 
employs  about  thirty  hands  at  the  highlands 
near  Cape  Auguille,  and  is  doing  fairly  well. 

No.  H.  A  few  miles  to  the  northward 
again  Mr.  C.  K.  Uishop,  trader  and  postmaster 
of  (Sandy  I'oint,  has  a  tiictory  atCrabbs  Brook 
on  about  tlie  same  scale. 

No.  4.  At  Sandy  I'oint,  belongs  to 
Mr.  E.  I.eroux,  employs  about  twenty  hands. 
This  factory  does  not  open  until  after  the 
herring  and  the  French  schooners  have  left 
Flat  Bay. 

No.  5.  On  the  south  side  of  Flat  Bay, 
belongs  to  Mr.  N.  Butt,  trader,  a  native  of 
Sandy  Point ;  he  employs  about  twenty  liands, 
and  does  nut  open  until  after  the  French 
leave. 

No.  6.  The  Gravels,  Bay  of  St.  George, 
owned  by  Messrs.  Abbott  and  Hill,  natives 
of  Newfoundhmd.  They  were  obliged  to 
close  at  the  end  of  July  owing  to  scarcity  of 
lobsters,  having  little  more  than  paid  their 
expenses. 

No.  7.  Cape  George.  This  factory  also 
belongs  to  Messrs.  Abbott  and  Hill;  the 
fishing-ground  is  very  open,  and  exposed  to 
the  south-west  gales,  but  has  made  a  fair 
profit. 

No.  8.  Black  Duck  Brook,  or  Shoal  Cove 
Factory,  owned  bj'  Mr.  James  Baird,  of 
St.  John's,  Newfoundland.  The  fishermen 
who  supply  it  fish  the  outer  coast  of  Long 
Point,  Port-a-Port,  and  are  also  at  the  mercy 
of  the  weather.  The  French  from  Bed  Islami, 
18  miles  away,  complain  that  the  traps  off 
Shoal  Cove  interfered  with  their  seining  for 
herring,  and  they  landed  at  Black  Duck  Brook, 
and  cut  some  of  the  trawls.  Their  complaint 
was  proved  to  be  ridiculous,  and  I  am  in- 
formed they  were  punished  for  the  outrage 
committed.  The  manager,  Mr.  John  Hal- 
liburton, informed  me  he  would  move  further 
north  next  seas<m. 

No.  9.  The  Gravels,  Port-iVPort,  is  also 
owned  by  Mr.  James  Baird.  Cans  salmon 
and  lobsters.  It  is  situated  on  the  inside  of 
the  Gravels,  and  fishes  the  harbour  of  Port-a- 
Port.    They  hail  a  fairly  good  season. 

No.  10.  Middle  Point,  Port-a-Port.  This 
factory  is  in  ruins,  and  need  no  lunger  be 
taken  into  account. 

No.  11.  Long  Point.  This  factory  is 
owned  by  .Mr.  J.  Cairns,  of  I'rince  Edward 
Island.  He  employs  about  sixty  men,  but 
does  not  open  until  after  the  departure  of  two 
schooners  from  Hed  Island,  who  leave  towards 
the  end  of  June. 

No.  12.  Broad  Cove  Bluff  Head,  also 
owned  bj-  Mr.  J.  Cairns,  has  done  well,  but 
not  quite  as  well  as  in  1887. 


No.  13.  Bay  of  Islands.  This  factory  is 
situated  on  the  eastern  extremity  of  Wood 
Island,  and    is    owned   by    Mr.    Carter,   an 

enterprising  resident  of  .     They  have 

only  canned  half  the  number  of  cases  that 
they  reached  in  1887. 

No.  14.  Bay  of  Islands,  also  on  Wood 
Island,  in  Thibaut  Cove.  A  Mr.  Neville  is 
managing  for  a  Halifax  firm  ;  this  is  their 
first  year,  and  they  have  done  little  more  than 
pay  expenses. 

No.  15.  Bay  of  Islands,  Liverpool  Cove. 
This  factory  also  belongs  to  Mr.  Carter.  It 
was  opened  for  a  short  time  in  18H7,  but  did 
not  pay,  and  was  again  tried  in  July  this 
year,  with  no  better  result.  I  doubt  its  being 
opened  again. 

No.  16.  Bay  of  Islands.  Lark  Harbour, 
owned  by  Mr.  Forsey,  from  Grand  Bank. 
It  was  burned  down  last  year,  but  rebuilt 
before  the  commencement  of  this  season, 
during  whi'^h  it  has  done  fairly  well. 

No.  17.  Bay  of  Islands.  North  side 
Crabbs  Brook,  owned  by  Messrs.  Stabb  and 
Koacb,  the  former  from  St.  John's.  They 
are  outfitted  and  send  all  their  cans  to 
Halifax.  It  is  feared  that  the  firm  who  fit 
them  out  may  fail. 

No.  18.  Outside  Bay  of  Islands,  near 
North  Head,  known  as  Shoal  Point,  also 
owned  by  Messrs.  Stabb  and  Roach.  As  is 
the  case  with  almost  all  the  lobster  fishing, 
they  have  the  advantage  of  the  sea  fishing 
and  quantity  of  lobati^rs,  with  the  disadvan- 
tage of  being  open  to  all  weather.  They  find 
that  they  are  obliged  to  get  Nova  Scotian 
fishermen  for  the  rougher  portions.  I  was 
obliged  to  find  fault  with  No.  18  on  account 
of  the  accumulation  of  offal  on  the  beach, 
and  the  overcrowding  of  the  girls'  shed,  but 
I  am  glad  to  report  that  on  my  second  visit 

1  observed  that  both  these  faults  had  been 
remedied. 

No.  19.  Woody  Point,  Bonne  Bay,  owned 
by  Messrs.  Payzant  and  Frazer,  of  Halifax. 
This  is  one  of  the  must  complete  and  well- 
built  factories  on  the  coast  It  is  situated  in 
the  middle  of  the  large  fixed  fishing  settle- 
ment of  Woody  Point,  and  with  the  aid  of 
three  small  hired  schooners  fishes  the  coast 
from  Bonne  Bay  northwards,  and  what  they 
can  take  inside,  which  gets  yearly  less.  They 
are  not  doing  so  well  this  year,  owing  to 
traps  being  three  years  old.  They  take  20;i 
tons  of  wood  aiinu  dly  from  natives  at  about 

2  dollars  a  cord,  thus  giving  >\iuter  employ- 
ment. They  are  the  only  firm  who  varnish 
and  label  their  cans  on  tne  spot.  A  large 
Schooner  belonging  to  the  firm  runs  between 
Halifax  and  the  factories. 

No.  20.  Sally  Point  lies  between  Bonne 
Bay  and  St.  Paul's  Bay.  It  has  only  been 
erected  this  year,  but  should  do  well  in  1889. 
Owners,  Messrs.  Payzant  and  Frazer. 

No.  21.  St.  Paul's  Bay.  This  also 
belongs  to  Messrs.  Payzant  and  Frazer,  and 
has  taken  more  lobsters  than  any  other  factory 
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on  the  coast  this  seiison.  When  there  are  too 
many  here  the  Burpliis  is  sent  to  Bonne  Hay. 

No.  22.  (low  Head,  helongs  to  Mcssrg. 
Taylor  and  Cooiut,  of  St.  John's  and  Halifax. 
They  are  also  doing  well. 

No.  2.3.  Cow  Cove.  I  wasunahleto  land 
either  time  I  called  owing  to  heavy  sea,  but 
factory  reported  to  he  doing  well. 

No.  24.  Port  Saunders,  belongs  to 
Messrs.  Shearer  and  Forest,  of  Halifax.  This 
is  the  only  factory  of  which  the  French  can 
have  any  reason  to  coniphiin  (vide  General 
Kemarks).  They  have  lost  money  on  it  this 
year,  but  next  season  it  will  be  worked  on  a 
reduced  scale  suitable  to  the  fishery  area 
available. 

No.  2.5.  St.  Margaret's  Hay.  This  bay 
has,  up  till  now,  been  fished  by  Messrs. 
Shearer  and  Forest  for  their  Hrig  Bay  factory, 
but  this  year  Mr.  Chetwynd,  ot  Halifax,  has 
built  a  factory,  and  is  fishing  concurrently 
with  them.  There  are  at  present  plenty  of 
lobsters. 

No.  26.  Brig  Bay.  Belongs  to  Messrs. 
Shearer  and  Forest,  and  is  the  best  con- 
ducted and  most  paying  factory  on  ihe  coa.st, 
averaging  8,000  lobsters  u  day  during  the  best 
part  of  the  season,  one  day's  catoh  being 
canned  before  leaving  off  work  on  the  next. 

No.  27.  Current  Island,  owned  by  Mr. 
Chetwynd  ;  ha.s  been  erected  this  season  on 
the  mainland  just  inside  Current  Island. 
Fishes  in  Genevieve  Buy ;  will  probably  do 


well  next  year.    Can  be  visited  by  walkii\g 
four  miles  from  St.  Barbe's, 

No.  28.  Salmon  Uiver,  St.  Genevi6ve 
Bay.  A  small  factory  owned  by  Messrs. 
Kvans  and  Afatthews,  of  Halifax.  They  will 
probably  increase  their  scale  of  o|)erali(ins 
next  year. 

No.  29.  St,  Barbe's  Bay,  belongs  to 
Messrs.  .Shearer  and  Forest ;  is  the  oldest 
factory  on  the  coast,  having  been  worked  for 
15  years  ;  was  closed  last  year,  but  lias  paid 
fairly  well  this  season. 

Besides  the  above,  there  are  factories 
about  to  start,  which  will  probably  be  in 
working  order  by  the  lieguining  of  next 
scisou. 

(I.)  By  Mr.  E.  I.«roHX,  along  the  High- 
lands, between  Cape  Anguille  and  Sandv 
Point. 

(2.)  Mr.  Chetwynd,  along  tlio  High- 
lands, between  Cape  Anguille  and  Sandy 
Point. 

(3.)  Mr.  Le  Grandais,  along  the  High- 
lands, between  Cape  Anguille  and  Sandy 
Point. 

The  portions  of  the  coast  marked  tt++t 
in  the  Chart  are  occupieil  by  the  French  per- 
manently during  the  fishing  season.  The  por- 
tioui  marked  ==  are  where  the  French  fish 
di.ring  a  small  period  of  the  season  ;  all  the 
reiuainder  is  open  to  British  enterprise. 

(Signed)        Ciiahles  t'AMi'UEi.r,, 
Captain, 
{Sec  p.  5.58.) 
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Encloaurc  12  in  No.  12C. 
Captain  Campbell  to  Captain  Hamond. 

(7i;xtract.) 

lily,  at  Channel,  Newfoundland, 
October  10,  1888. 

In  compliance  with  my  sailing  orders 
of  the  'J'Jth  Aufrust,  with  refeiencc  to  the 
lobster  factories  established  bj  tiie  French 
on  the  west  const  of  Newfoi.udlii.id,  I  have 
the  honour  to  report  as  follo>',  s  :  — 

Five  years  ago  a  small  boilinjr-shed  was 
cet  lip  on  the  ri{fhthand  s'de  guinjf  out  of 
l'ort-an-Choix,by  Guibert  et  Ills,  of  St.  I'ierrc 
and  St.  Malo  ;  tins  were  imported  from  France, 
and  an  attem|)t  was  made  to  copy  the  lobster 
C'inning  at  that  time  in  full  i  '^'n\g  at 
St.  Barbe's  and  Bri>r  Bay.  [By  English 
factories. — Richd.  H.  Hamond.] 

One,  two,  or  three  boats,  as  they  could  be 
s|)ared  from  the  cod  fishery,  were  employed 
to  catch  lobsters,  and  the  cases  were  taken 
to  France  on  the  return  of  the  brigs  and 
schooners. 

Not  to  be  outdone,  Auguste  Lemoine 
started  a  similar  establishment  on  their  side 
of  Port-HU-Choix  Harbour,  on  about  ihe  same 
scale,  capable  of  canning  3U0  cases  a  year  at 
their  best. 

They  fish  along  the  coast  from  Point 
Riche  to  old  I'ort-au-Choix. 

The  following  year  Auatole  Lemoine, 
who  ti>ihes  St.  .John's  Islands,  erected  n  small 
boiling-house  on  the  left  bank  going  into 
Sesostris  Bay,  and  started  canning  there,  and 
Captain  Danieron,  of  the  barque  Ptiget,  as 
liis  agent,  built  a  roofed  shed  at  the  head  of 
Old  Portau-Choix. 

This  roof  being  contrary  to  Treat3',  was 
removed  by  order  of  the  Fronch  "Chef  de 
Division  Navale,"  and  only  the  skeleton  now 
remains,  but  Ciiptuin  Dauicron  removed  with 
his  roof  to  Barred  Bay,  St.  .Tolm's  Island, 
where  his  banjue,  the  I'uj/cl,  was,  and  is  still 
moored,  and  the  only  building  which  can  be 
termed  a  lobster  factory  was  erected. 

The  following  year  bricks  and  mortar 
were  brought  from  France,  and  a  permanent 
store  added  to  the  factory. 

The  Piigit  and  crew  fron!  this  date  de- 
voted their  tinie  to  tin-  lobster  industry, 
assisted  by  some  of  the  local  fisbciinen,  and 
u  few  foreign  girls,  who  jiack  the  cans. 

The  Barred  Bay  factory  is  the  only 
French  factory  on  this  coast  doing  real  lobster 
business,  and  this  year  it  has  reached  1,600 
cases. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  increased 
expenses  of  niaintaiuiiig  the  I'uget  and  crew, 
bringing  out  stores,  itc.,  the  profit  for  1888 
may  have  reached  .-0400,  but  certainly  not 
much  more. 


It  is  built  contrary  to  Treaty  rights, 
as  reported  in  my  special  letter  of  the 
24th  July. 

On  the  4th  September,  when  bidding  mo 
good-bye  at  Port  Saunders,  Commander  Be- 
culoux,  of  the  aviso  transport  Drac,  in- 
formed me  thiit  he  was  the  bearer  of  ordem 
to  Captain  Dameron  to  remove  the  oorrugatrd 
iron  roof  and  permanent  building,  but  u  fort- 
night after  the  French  ships  of  war  had 
sailed  from  St.  Pierre  for  France,  and  a  few 
days  before  Captain  Daineron's  departure,  I 
made  a  special  visit  to  Barred  Bay,  and  found 
that  there  had  been  no  alteration  made,  neither 
did  there  appear  to  be  any  intention  of  carry- 
ing out  the  orders  I  had  been  assured  were 
given. 

I  venture  to  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to 
point  out,  as  is  clearly  proved  by  the  accom- 
panying statistical  tables,  showing  British 
take  as  27,880  cases,  as  against  French  2, .11)0, 
that  whereas  the  suppression  of  the  French 
lobster  factories  would  scarcely  affect  the 
Brothers  Jjenioine  or  Guibert  Fils,  let  alone 
France,  the  suppression  of  the  British  fac- 
tories would  renew  the  fearful  misery  so  often 
and  80  strongly  represented  by  the  British 
naval  officers  who  have  had  charge  of  the 
fishery  on  this  coast,  which  misery  is  now 
so  happily  averted  by  the  apparently  ever- 
increasing  swarms  of  lobsters  which  infest 
the  shore. 

It  would,  therefore,  be  a  heavy  sacrifice 
on  onr  ])art  to  remove  the  lobster  factories 
along  the  west  coast,  in  order  to  prevent  these 
two  tirms  from  canning  2,.500  cases  of  lobsteis 
per  annum,  and  I  doubt  if  they  will  do  that 
for  long. 

If  I  might  venture  to  suggest  a  line  of 
policy  with  reference  to  the  French  lobster 
factories,  it  would  be  to  recognise  them  under 
certain  conditions  and  laws  for  their  guidance, 
and  obtiiin  an  eipuvalent  concession  in  return. 
I  can  .scarcely  think  they  would  do  more 
harm  to  our  interests  than  a  French  firm 
setting  up  business  in  Loudon  would  to  its 
ordinary  rivals  in  trade. 

Then  let  the  captains  of  Her  Majesty's 
cruisers  deal  with  imlividual  cases  with  refer- 
ence to  British  factories  as  they  occur,  for- 
warding reports  as  heretofore,  and  await  the 
reduction  or  abolition  of  the  bounty,  which  is 
inevitable  as  soon  as  the  French  nation  be- 
come aware  of  that  which  is  already  known  to 
their  naval  officers,  viz.,  that  the  fishermen 
bred  on  the  banks  and  shores  of  Newfoundland 
are  next  to  useless  in  a  modern  ironclad. 

I  have  not  heard  of  any  intention  on  the 
part  of  the  French  to  erect  new  buildings  or 
start  more  factories  on  this  coast,  and  I 
feel  confident  that  the  poor  success  of  those 
existing  will  not  encourage  a  fresh  outlay  of 
capital. 
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Enclo!>urc  13  in  Xo.  12fl. 

Table  of  French  LobstiT  Factories  workiiiR  in  1888  on  tho  Wc»t  Coust  of 

Nevfoundlnnd, 


Name  of  Piace, 


Date  of 

Visit 


Owners. 


Port-aii-ChoIx 
rort-au-Clioix 
St.  John  Harbour 


4  I  Harrod    Hay,    St. 
John  Islaml. 


PriHinently    Ansrnstc  Lc- 
I      niolnc. 
Giiilx'i't    et 

Kils. 
Anatolc  !,<>. 

nioini'. 

Anatiijo  I,c- 

nioiiic. 


Prom 

i>IaniiK«r!i. 

Nil.  cm- 
pl<Oo(l. 

CatPh, 

1HN7. 

Catch 

1MS8. 

St.  Malo 

Capt.  Btaiu 

Sto8 

CniieH. 
320 

Cases. 
3(>0 

" 

Capt.  Vllliila     . 

4  to  7 

200 

2:.o 

" 

(^apt.  LandKrcn 

•lto7 

300 

300 

" 

Cajit.  Damoron  • 

73     j 

1,500 

l.t!0O 

2,410 

2,400 

accurato, 


7^|«r,rA-,.-Very  dilHcult  to  get  the  exact  truth  about  tho  catch,  but  the*.,  Ilgurt^  maybe  taken  as  fairly 

(Signed)  Charles  Cami-bell,  Captain, 


— ,^~J. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

ST.  PIE  It  RE  AND  MIQUELOX,   THE  FUEWII  COEOXV. 

Tho  French  Empire  in  North  America,  tmoo  a  mai^fiiilicoiit  dominion 
that  extended  from  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  G  dt"  of  Mexico,  to-ihiy  con- 
sists of  a  small  cluster  of  islands  off  the  south  coast  of  Newfoundland. 
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(IX   CAliT,  ST.  I'IKUin;. 

From  a  j>ho/o!/riii>h. 


Miquelon,  the  largest  of  the  group,  has  a  few  fishermen  and  farmers,  but 
no  harbour;  all  the  interest  in  the  little  archipelago  centres  in  the  poi't 
and  town  of  St.  Pierre,  a  bustling  little  seaport,  a  lively  little  Franco- 
American  town,  containing  a  mixed  population  of  about  six  thousand 
resident  iidiabitants.  It  is  like  a  bit  of  Old  France  transported  to  the 
New  World  the  creaking  ox-cart,  the  click  of  the  sabet  on  the  ill- 
constructed    trottoir,    the    Breton,  Basque,  and   apple-clieekcd  iSorraan 


F  RE  XC II  CI  I A  1{  ACTK 11 1  ST  ICS. 
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women,  tlu^  patois,  the  French  windows,  the  >j;ny  colours,  nn<l  last  of  all 
tile  Fant'ar*'  of  the  Imjjle  as  the  town  crier  prodiiiiuH  nt  each  corner  of 
the  Htreuts  au'l  s<|UureH,  after  a  preliniinnry  hhi'^t  of   the   trumpet,  tliat 


\«iV 


A  STUKKT  COIINKH,  ST.  riKiuii;, 
from  t/ic  CcHfiivi/. 


M.  Solomon  will  sell  some  "bonnes  vaches  a  lait"  at  the  Quai  de  la 
Ronciere  punctually  to-morrow  at  ten  o'clock — all  these  varied  sights 
and  scenes  remind  us  of  La  Belle  France. 
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ST.   PIERRE   AND  MIQUELON. 


The  history  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon  i.s  a  small  fragment  of  the 
history  of  Fi-ance,  a  Lili|mtian  reproducti(m  of  that  ancient  and  tragic 
story.  The  little  island  has  had,  like  the  mother  country,  its  Revolution, 
its  Reign  of  Terror,  its  Tree  of  Libei'ty,  its  Jacobin  Club,  and  under  the 
1  ,mpire  a  miniature  coup  d'etat ;  all,  however,  was  on  a  very  small  scale, 
a  veritable  tempest  in  a  teapot.  The  diminutive  French  colony  in 
Newfoundland  has  suffeied  most  extraordinary  vicissitudes  of  fortune, 
and  it  speaks  volumes  fur  French  enterprise  and  energy  that,  after  all  its 
disasters  by  fire  and  foe,  it  is  to-day  as  gay,  brilliant,  and  as  bustling  a 
little  seaport  as  exists  in  the  world,  of  its  size. 

The  early  history  cf  St.  Pierre  is  embraced  in  ihe  history  of  New- 
foundland ;  it  was  frequented  by  Bretons  and  Normans  early  in  the  six- 
teenth century,  and  later  on,  from  about  154.5,  by  the  Biscay ans.  In  the 
list  of  Newfoundland  harbours  contained  in  the  records  of"  San  Sebastian, 
the  name  of  the  island  Is  given  in.  thu  French  form  Pierre,  and  not  in 
the  Spanish  Pedro,  which  appears  to  atfurd  unmistakable  evidence  that 
it  was  first  so  named  by  French  fishermen ;  it  !'^i  mentioned  by  Cartier, 
and  in  several  of  the  early  English  voyages ;  Captain  Rice  Jones  fished 
there  in  1594.  Its  commodious  inner  hnrbour  and  convenient  situation 
early  attracted  the  attention  of  the  ship  fishermen — English,  French,  and 
Biscayans ;  it  was  not  formally  taken  possession  of  by  the  French  until 
after  their  arrival  in  Placentia  in  1(jG2,'  and  it  appears  very  doubtful 
whether  it  was  ever  permanently  inhabited  until  about  the  end  of  the 
seventeenth  century.  There  was  a  small  fort  at  St.  Pierre,  mounting 
six  guns,  which  was  destroyed  in  1702  by  Captain  Leake,  R.N.,  but  it 
is  probable  that  St.  Pierre  was  only  occupied  by  the  French  in  the 
same  way  that  St.  Mary's,  Colinet,  and  a  number  of  other  places  were, 
that  is.  simply  as  sununer  fishing  stations.  Wiien  all  the  French 
inhabitants  in  Newfoundland  were  compelled'  to  leave  in  1713,  under 
the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  the  official  return  shows  only  one  hundred  and 
eighty  persons. 

From  1713  to  1763  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon  remained  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  English.  The  earliest  reference  we  have  to  the  islands,  after 
they  passed  into  the  English  possession,  occurs  in  1714,  when  William 
Cleeves,  the  first  English  fishing-admiral  of  St.  Peter's,  complained  that 
Captain  Taverner  charged  the  Fi'ench  like  Beloran,  who  had  taken 
the  oath  of  allegiance,  lees  for  surveying  their  rooms,  nnd  also  took  bribes 
of  salt,  fish,  wine,  and  brandy.  Taverner  was  originally  a  Newfoundland 
fisherman.     Wine  was  so  cheap  in  those  days  that  the   Newfoundland 


'  Charlevoix  says,  •' Gargot,  thi    first  Governor  of  Placentia,  was  appointed  iu  1660,  but 
did  not  obtain  possession  until  166'.'." 
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fisliormon  complained  bitterly  that,  in  the  ])UivhaHe  of  salt,  for  iveiy  tea 
hogslieads  they  were  obliged  also  to  take  a  butt  of  wine. 

The  islands  remained  in  Enjjflish  possession  fur  fifty  years.  By  the 
Treaty  of  Paris  in  1703,  they  were  given  to  France  to  serve  as  a  port  of 
refuge  for  hei'  fishermen  ;  th*^  history  of  tht-  negotiation;-  concerning  this 
retrocession  will  be  found  in  the  portion  of  this  histoiy  relating  lo  tliat 
Treaty.^ 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the«e  coloiiies  had  then  been  for  half 
a  century  the  permanent  home  of  a  considerable  English  population. 
The  Imperial  Government  were  well  acquainted  Avivh  the  inunen.so 
value  of  St.  Pierre  as  a  fishing  station,  and  especially  as  head  (luartt-rs 
for  the  Bank  fishery.  They  were  also  well  iwiirc  thit  its  dangerous 
proximity  to  Xewfcjumlland  rendered  it — as  Lord  Chatham  declared — a 
constant  menace  to  our  Colony.  Notwithstanding  these  facts,  under 
this  dipgracefui  treaty  of  1703,  the  rights  of  the  C.'olonists  and  the 
property  of  the  permanent  English  settlers  at  St.  Pierre  were  ruthlessly 
sacrificed . 

The  extraordinary  story  of  the  alleged  murder  of  McKeown  and 
his  crew  at  Mifiiielon,  given  in  the  following  despatch  of  Govei-nor 
Lawrence,  of  Xova  Sfotia,  to  Governor  Webb,  of  Newfoundland,  in 
1759,  sheds  some  light  on  the  social  condition  of  the  <iuondam  French 
island;  during  this  ptriod  of  English  uccupation,  from  1713  to  170.S. 
It  was  very  much  like  an  ordinary  Newfoundland  outport  settleiiifnt  of 
the  period,  the  snl)stautial  jilanterr,  all  kept  public  hous>'s.  Tht-  story 
of  the  murder  is  of  the  most  vague  indeiinite  character  ;  there  was  no 
legal  evidence  against  Shauglm**:  and  his  companions,  nor  was  the 
matter  ever  fully  investigated ;  we  «an  see  that  the  accusation  arose  out 
of  a  drunken  quarrel,  ami  r<  :iding  between  the  lines  we  easily  pt-rceive 
the  inveterate  hostility  existing  between  the  Protestant  Jerseyman, 
Edward  Grandy,  and  die  West-country  plantei  Mr.  Thomas  Meader, 
and  his  Irish  servants,  Shaughroo,  Curtis,  and  Molloy : — 

"  Hallifax,  25  S«^  1769. 

"  The  Di'i)osition  of  Mr.  .Tpremiah  Soward  of  Old  York  takoii  before  I'omauder 
Crawley  One  of  His  M«i«--tys  JiinticfH  o+'  'ue  peace  for  ye  County  of  HaUifax. 

"  This  Dej«ii!ent  tiniig  duly -iwurn  .-ayeth  that  about  a  month  ago  he  was  ar 
St.  PeterB  in  Newfoundlaiub  "hen  ho  lieard  Mr.  Edw''  Grandy  of  St.  Peters 
Dcclair  that  he  was  afrai<l  Mr,  McKowing  and  hi.-<  vessels  crew,  which  was  cant 
away  upon  the  island  of  Mechlin  was  murdered  by  James  Shockncy  A  Co.  Upon 
tiieir  coming  a'^aoro  in  a  loat  trom  the  vessel  after  she  was  cast  away  and  likewise 
that  ;!  was  j'  common  ;ilk  of  the  Inhabitants  of  St.  Peters,  that  some  of 
Shockneys  ppciifilo  when  in  lUor  had  at  several  times  told  of  the  said  talk  and  that 
this  Depon>-it  further  sav  ihat  ye  said  Shockneys  said  to  hitn   that  ho  had  a 

suit  of  clothes  which  he  Tu<ji     iUt  of  a  Trunk  not  much  damaged  that  belonged  to 

'  See  pp.  312,313. 
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some  of    the   Gentlemen    that,   -was    cf^st    nway   in    that    veasel    this    deponant 

further  sayeth  that  be  learnt  that  one  Curtis  was  of  the  part.y  concerned  iu  ye  s'' 

murder. 

"  Jeii.  Soweud." 

"  Swoi-n  before  Com''  Cra^,  ley  Halifax. 

"  Tlie  Deposition  of  Jno.  Johnston,  Fisherman,  taken  l)eforo  Commander 
Crawley  25"-  Scpf  1759. 

"  This  Depcnant  Ijeinij;  Duly  Swoi'n,  sayeth  that  between  two  &  three  Months 
ago  ho  was  Diiiiking  at  the  House  of  Mr.  Tho"  Meader  in  St.  Peters  Newf**!''  in 
company  witli  One  Curtis  Alias  Courting,  Jos'"  Blake  and  Ja'  Shnckney, 
when  a  <|narrell  insiied  Concerning  Catching  fish,  whc  Jos'"  Blake  Charg'd 
Curtis  with  Killing  a  Man  in  the  Stern  of  the  B'lUt  coming  ashore  from  yo  Rock 
upon  ye  Island  of  Mechling  and  that  this  Depi^naait  further  sayeth  it  was  ye 
general  talk  upon  ye  Island  that  Jos''  Blake  should  say  that  the  Body  was  Burled 
iu  ye  Sand  in  a  Cove  on  yo  Bauk  8ide  of  Meckliug  Island. 

"  Jn" 
"  Tho  mk  X  <if 
"  John.ston.'' 

"  Swiirn  liifiire  f'oni''  Crawley  Halifax. 

"  Tl'.e  ])epo>uion  of  Mr.  R'  V^igui  rs,  taken  before  Com''  Crawley  ye  25"' 
JSept'  1759. 

"  This  Deponant  being  Duly  "^woimi,  sayeth  that  a1)ont  a  month  ago  he  was  at 
St.  Peters  in  >'f''l''  wlun  he  heard  that  .los''  Blake  should  Iiavo  reported  tliir, 
Jam'  Shockney  fird  on  killed  Mr.  Ales'  M'Kowin  in  a  boat  coining  ashore 
from  ye  Rock  ii  ye  Island  if  Mifhling  aijd  that  James  Curtii'--  had  shot  the 
I'emainder  of  tt'e  pcf^jile  in  ye  boat  and  this  De^iDnint  further  sayeti.  that  he  was 
infornnd  that  one  Edmund  Mullny  or  som^e  mwIi  uame  Servnnt  to  Mr.  Thomas 
jVIeader  had  charged  one  Edward  Grandy  ot  murder  ng  one  of  bin  men  and  oll'ering 
to  show  some  of  ye  company  then  p't-sent  wliere  the  man  w»-  buried. 

"  Kn.   \'i(a"KUs." 


m 


On  tlie  ]4tli  -liily  17C)'].  Eim-oii  <lf-  L'Espermiee,  captuiu  of 
infiintiy,  was  ^iveu  jiossessiou  of  the  '^iatids;  a  con.sideniblo  po  '.ion 
of  the  new  settlev.s  were  A'jadinns,  who  had  refused  to  beconie 
English  subjects.  The  local  catch  of  tinh,  from  1765  to  1777,  averaged 
al)oiit  six  thou.sand  quintals  a  year :  thert-  being  besidHs,  accordin«jr  to 
French  records,  the  tish  caught  by  the  two  hundred  and  twenty  tlslnng 
ships  from  France  of  twenty-four  thousand  tons,  manned  by  eight 
thousand  sailors  and  fishermtn.  St.  Pierre,  during  this  period,  carried 
on  a  considerable  contraband  trade,  both  with  Newfoundland  and  the 
British  provinces :  numerous  visits  were  jiaid  to  the  islands  to  catch 
these  smugglers,  chiefly  New  Englanders,  but  though  the  clandestine 
trade  in  French  brandies,  wines,  silks,  velvets,  &c.  was  known  to  le 
extensive,  hardly  any  of  the  snmgglets,  Americans  or  Newfoundlanders, 
were  ever  captured  by  the  English  men-of-war. 

The  celebrated  astronomer  Cassini's  account  of  his  vovatrfi  in  1768 
to  St,  Pierre  and  Salee,  in  Africa,  to  make  experiments  on  M.  Le  Roy'a 
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chronometers,   is  tlie  best  contemporary  account  of  the  island ;  at  the 
time   of   his    arrival    the   Governor   of    St.   Pierre    was    M. 
lini  savs  : — - 
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■■  They  have  f  sed  tbeir  dwellings  in  a  little  plain  along  tlio  sea  roast ;  they  have 
small  gardens',  where,  with  much  ado,  thoy  grow  a  few  lettuces  tliat  never  come  to 
perfection,  but  wliicli  they  eat  fjrreedily  wlien  they  are  still  (juite  green.  Owing  to 
the  prevention  of  all  intercourse  with  the  English,  fresh  meat  is  very  scarce  ;  if 
by  any  means  an  English  ship  American  smuggler]  finds  means  to  convey  a  few 
head  of  oxen  or  other  cattle,  it  is  by  eluding  the  vigilance  of  a  number  of  vessels 
stationed  there  to  ])reveit  this  contraband  trade;  our  arrival  at  St.  Pierre  was 
celebrated  by  the  death  of  a  bullock  ;  it  was  the  noblest  reception  they  could 
bestow  upon  us." 

From  Ca.ssini'.s  narrative  we  gather  that  the  Acadians  soon  became 
dissatistieil  with  St.  Pierre  and  Mi([uelon  : — 

"  Many  [he  says]  went  at  first,  but  the  difficulty  of  subsisting  in  such  a  barren 
country  soon  determined  them  to  quit  it;  the  greatest  part  desired  leave  to  remove 
to  Franco;  it  was  L'rantcd,  but  they  were  no  sooner  there  tlian  they  regretted  tho 
Island  of  St.  Pierie,  and  wanted  to  go  back.  A.  cargo  of  nearly  three  hundred 
arrived  there  just  before  us.  Their  unexpected  return  put  the  Colony  in  somo 
confusion  ;  tlio?e  who  were  left  behind  had  seized  upon  the  habitations  which  tho 
others  had  foi'Saken;  ihey  had  pulled  down  soiiie  of  the  wooden  houses,  and  niailo 
use  of  the  materials.  Tho  new  comers  were  sent  to  Miqueloa,  which  with  this 
addition  may  contain  5<lil  or  GOO  inhabitants,  St.  Pierre  about  half  as  many." 

The  Acadians  are  very  romantic  figures  in  poetry  and  romance,  Itut 
both  France  and  England  found  thein  most  difficult  and  disagreeable 
people  to  nianaL;e  ;  es.sentia11y  fanners,  accustomed  to  the  rich  dyke 
lands  of  Nova  Scotia,  to  a  country  ever  famous  for  its  orcliards,  they 
found  tluimselves  transported  to  a  hopeless  desert  like  St.  Pierre,  a 
barren  rocky  little  is^let,  where  nothing  would  grow,  and  where  the 
fishery  was  the  oidy  possible  occupation  of  the  settler.s.  They  had  not 
the  pluck  and  daring  of  the  Normans,  Bretons,  and  Fretich  Basques,  so 
they  longed  for  France  ;  but  they  found,  alas,  that  even  the  barren  soil 
of  Miquflon  and  St,  Pierre,  with  liberty,  was  preferable  to  the  conditions 
of  a  pensant  under  the  grinding  tyranny  and  oppression  that  prevailed 
under  Louis  in  17G8. 

Ca.ssini  gives  us  an  interesting  account  of  the  Fiench  fishery  as 
C'lrried  on  at  that  time.     He  says  : — 

"  The  vessels  destined  for  the  [bank]  fishery  sail  from  France  from  tho  end  of 
February  to  the  end  of  April;  happy  those,  however,  who  can  get  there  by  the 
niiddU>  of  April.  From  that  time  until  the  l.^th  June  the  fishery  is  most  plentiful, 
[then]  the  capelin  draw  away  tho  cod,  who  forsake  the  Grand  Bank  until  tho 
middle  of  September;  the  fishery  again  in  September  and  October  yields  almoac 
as:  much  as  it  did  in  May  and  June.  Many  ships,  consequently,  go  twice  a  year  to 
the  Great  Bank,  and  employ  the  interval  in  re+uruing  to  Franco  to  dispose  of  their 
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cargo  and  recruit  their  provisions  and  salt;  few  sbips,  except  those  from  Olonne, 
go  twice  a  year  to  Newfoiindhmd ;  the  rest  are  stationed  there  for  six  or  seven 
months  tojjethcr,  and  never  come  liome  till  they  begin  to  be  in  want  of  jii'ovisions, 
unless  they  have  made  a  speedy  and  plentiful  capture,  which  is  soldoui  the  case. 
The  i.rincipal  porta  in  Franco  where  vessels  are  fitted  out,  for  the  cotlfishery  are 
Saint  Maloes,  Granville,  Ilonflcnr.  St.  Jean  do  Luz,  Olonne,  and  Bayoime.  The 
fishermen  all  complain  that  the  fishery  grows  worse  and  worse.  Before  and  after 
iho  war  of  1744,  prodigious  shoals  of  cod  flockc.'d  to  the  lianks  of  Newfoundland, 
and  made  the  fortunes  of  fishermen  and  privateers ;  but  since  tlie  last  peace,  the 
produce  of  the  fishery  is  reduced  to  one-third  of  what  it  was  before ;  doubtless, 
the  bait  of  a  small  fortune  has  increased  the  number  of  vessels,  and  propoi'tionably 
divided    the  profit The    salt    fish    is    landed    at 
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Bordeanx,  Rochelle,  or  Nantz ;  sells  dearer  or  cheaper,  according  to  the  scarcity  or 
plenty  of  the  capture     .     .     .  Those  who  are  so  lucky  as  to  bring  in  the  first 

cod  make  300  livres  of  the  great  hundred,  which  contains  124  large  fish.  The 
second  may  be  worth  26ii  livres,  but  the  last  seldom  fetches  more  than  ."lO  crowns. 
At  Olonne,  St.  Jean  do  Luz,  and  Bayonne,  the  crew  commotily  come  in  for  one. 
third  of  the  landing;  in  other  placts,  as  at  (iranville,  they  have  but  one-filih,  but 
o\ery  sailor  on  his  return,  is  entitled  to  a  gratnitj'  of  100  to  2 10  livres,  according 
to  the  dexterity  shown  in  fishing.  Elsewhere,  as  at  St.  Maloes,  the  crew  are  hired 
for  the  whole  season,  as  high  as  (00  livres  per  man." 

During  tlie  year.s  between  17G3  and  the  liivakinrf  out  of  the 
Auieiiean  War  in  1 77S,  tlie  inliabitants  and  trade  liad  slowly  increased. 
In  the  lirst  summer  after  the  declai-atiou  of  wai-^  Rtar-Admiral  Mt  ntaguo, 
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Governor  of  Newfounflland,  ciipturetl  the  islands  williout  even  a  show 
of  resistance.  Accorilinfj  to  his  instructions,  he  destroyed  all  the 
buildings,  and  deported  to  Fiance  nineteen  hundred  and  thirty-two 
inhabitants — fishermen  ami  fanners.' 

From  the  I'ecords  we  gather  that  during  the  various  periods  of 
English  dominion  between  177<S  and  1815,  St.  Pierre  contained  a 
mixed  pojyulation  of  English  and  French  ;  there  were  frequent  dis- 
orders. At  the  close  of  the  American  War,  most  of  the  inhabitants 
of     St.    Pierre     and     Miquelon     retuined.       One    hundred     and     fifty 
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FISHING  I'OB  C(ll)  ON   THE  HANKS  FROM   A   DOIUB. 

From  the  Graphic. 

residents  came  back  in  17<S3,  and  immediately  set  to  work  to  re'^tore 
their  buildings,  and  to  prosecute  the  fishery  ;  even  before  the  foinial 
I'estituticm  the  energetic  French  had  connnenced  tlie  fishery.  In  17^-1 
seven  hundred  ami  thirteen  residents  once  more  inhabited  their  old 
homes.  The  business  wf^s  proseci  ted  with  inceased  energy,  as  shown 
by  the  returns ;  three  hundred  and  eighteen  French  vesscfs,  of  nearly 
thirty-five  thousiind  tons,  manned  by  nim;  thousand  five  hun(hv<l 
hardy  French  mariners  and  h>hermen.  carried  on  thr  Bank  and  shcre 
fishery. 


'  The  l*'rei;i'li  account  savs  onlv  thirteen  hum 
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The  tragic  events  of  1789  found  a  re-echo  in  tlie  little  isle.  The 
great  wave  of  the  French  Revolution  was  felt  even  at  distant  8t.  Pierre. 
In  July  of  that  year  there  was  a  General  Assorbly  and  a  Committee  of 
Notables.  Some  of  the  commandants,  strange  to  say,  were  Republicans, 
and  acted  in  common  with  the  Assembly ;  the  first  official  to  proceed  in 
this  renuiikable  manner  was  M.  da  Mesnilambert,  acting  Governor,  then 
M.  Dansevilie,  incumbent  since  1785.  The  controller  and  tlie  judge  also 
took  part  'n  this  cxtraoidinary  Parliament ;  and  even  the  prefect,  apostolic 
seems  to  have  caught  the  Republican  fever.     Meetings  of  the  Assembly 


ir 
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were  announced  from  the  pulpit,  and  were  commonly  held  in  the  sacred 
edifice.  M.  Allain,  the  cure  of  Mifiuelon,  was  mnde  of  sternei'  stutf  than 
the  pliajit  prefect.  He  took  no  |>{irt  in  these  wild  Jacobin  org  es  and 
t'avesties  of  a  delibex'ative  a.ssembly  :  in  17>>0,  when  retpiired  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Republic,  he  refused  to  swear,  and  sooner  thfin 
serve  under  tlie  Freneh  Gove4nment,  he  »nd  nearly  all  liis  tlook  in  Miciuelon 
transported  themselves  to  the  Ms^lulen  Islands.  They  preferred  living 
imder  the  English  Jominion,  wht;re  they  could  exercise  their  faith  and 
freedom,  to  tlie  iM^ad*-  ride  of  France.  The  renowned  ChateauV)iiand 
passed  through  S-    l'^  rre  ad  at  this  perkd,  and  he  has  given  us,  in  his 
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"  Memoires  d'outre   Tombe,"  a  graphic  description  of  the  little  French 
colony.' 

In  '17i)2  the  aflairs  of  the  island  were  regulated  by  "  The  Assembly- 
General  of  the  Commune  of  8t.  Pierre  and  Mi(iuelon."  They  met 
sometimes  in  the  church  at  St.  Pierre,  sometimes  in  the  hall  of  Govern- 
ment House.  A  decree  cf  this  Assembly,  dato'l  13th  January  1792, 
decided  that  its  meetings  should  be  held  under  the  pre'^idency  of 
¥  J>ans('ville,  the  Commandant;  M.  Bordot,  Interpreter  and  Rey'strar 
of  the  Admiralty  Court,  and  ex-Secretary  of  the  Committee  of  Notables, 
was  appointed  Secretary-General  of  the  Commune. 

In  February  of  this  year  a  Jacobin  club  was  formed,  under  the 
fantastic  title  of  "  Le  Club  des  Amis  de  la  Constitution '' ;  for  a  short 
time  thei-e  was  a  ve  itable  reign  of  terror,  and  in  a  riot  caused  by 
members  of  the  club,  a  woman  nametl  Genevieve  Larache  was  killed. 
Order  was  at  length  restored  through  the  firm  and  energetic  action  of 
tiie  Conunandant ;  the  revolutionary  club  was  dissolved,  and  the  most 
violent  of  its  mend)ers,  in  true  French  fashion,  were  expelled  fiom  the 
Colony  in  April. 

Following,  in  a  ludicrous  way,  the  example  of  the  Mother  Country, 
a  Committee  of  Public  Safety  was  formed.  When  M.  Pelegrin, 
Commander  of  the  fri^'ate  Richcmond,  arrived  in  July,  he  at  once  put 
an  end  to  som-.  of  these  absurd  ])roceedings.  He  pointed  out  to  the 
Commandant  that  it  was  against  the  laws  that  he  should  be,  at  one  and 
the  saiuL'  time,  liovcrnor  of  the  Colony  and  President  of  the  Communal 
Assembly ;  Danseville  accordingly  resigned.  M.  Bordot  was  appointed 
ii\  liis  place,  whilst  Gaehot  was  made  Secretary-General.  There  was 
soon  war  betweeii  the  new  officers.  Old  DansevilU;  had  kept  his  stein 
Republican  haml  on  the  turbulent  A>isembly;  but  when  once  it  was 
withdrawn,  these  bra\  e  "  citoyens  "  could  do  nothing  but  (piarrel.  There 
was  an  imuien.se  conllict  between  St.  Pierre  and  Mit|UeI<)n  ;  never,  in  the 
most  stormy  <lays  of  the  French  Chandier,  even  in  conflicts  Iietweeu 
Deroulede  and  Paul  de  Cassagiiac,  have  theri-  been  more  violent  scenes, 
more  vituperation,  or  more  rage  and  fur\'  than  b.-tween  Citizen  15  .rdot 
and  his  opponents.  There  were  resignations  and  re-appointment-;,  and 
dissolutions;  ever)  thing  but  duels.  The  shop  element  was  too  strong 
for  that  last  alternative  of  the  Indlicose  Gaul.  A  day  niemoraljle  in  the 
annals  of  Reiiublican  St.  Pierre  was  the  8th  of  April  1793  ;  a  l)ig  spruce 
tree  was  transported  from  the  opj>osite  shores  of  Newfound, and  and 
solemnly  planted  in  the  scpjare,  towards  the  seashore,  as  a  "  Tree  of 
Libert}',"  with  all  tin;  pomp  and  ceremony  the  Coluny  coul<l  muster  for 
the  grand  occasion. 
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All  this  fantastic  Republican  farce  and  piayinj^  at  Parliament 
suddenly  came  to  an  end.  On  the  5th  of  May  1793  the  Newfoundland 
boats  brought  word  to  the  fire-eating  citizens  that  war  had  been 
declared  between  Frince  and  England.  On  the  7th  and  9th  of  May 
there  were  sittings  of  the  Assembly  of  the  Commune,  the  Inst  of  the 
]>uny  Republic  ;  a  Conunittee  of  Defence  was  appointed,  rannon  were 
to  be  planted,  and  provisions  procured,  as  their  stock  of  food  vvis  nearly 
exhausted,  and  tlie  Colony  was  on  the  brink  of  starvation.  On  the 
14th,  Vice-Admiral  King,  with  two  ships  of  the  line,  three  frigates, 
and  four  other  vessels,  with  troops  under  the  command  of 
Brigadier-General  Ogilvie,  came  into  the  Roads.  St.  Peter's  and  all  its 
gallant  citizens  surrendered  without  striking  a  blow  ;  all  the  inhabitants, 
fifteen  hundred  and  two  persona,  were  taken  to  Halifax,  N.S.,  and  from 
thence  sent  to  France.  Some  of  the  unfortunate  Acadians,  by  the  irony 
of  fate,  were  deported  for  the  fourth  time  from  their  homes.  This  time 
St.  Pierre  was  not  destroyed  by  the  English ;  it  was  the  Fi-ench 
Republican  Admiral,  Richery,  after  complete  failure  on  the  New- 
foundland coast,  Avho  turned  his  guns  against  the  French  buildings 
at  St.  Pierre.  Immediately  after  the  departure  of  tlie  French  many 
Newfoundland  families  from  Placentia  and  Fortune  Bay  settled  in  the 
little  French  town.  The  O'Gormans  of  Burin,  Cluetts  and  Grandys  of 
Fortune  Bay,  lived  there  for  many  years.  Subsecjuent  to  the  capture 
of  the  island  by  Admiral  King,  Major  Thorne,  of  the  4th  Regiment,  was 
left  in  command  of  the  island.  From  Aaron  Thomas,  purser  of  H.M.S. 
Boston,  who  visited  the  island  in  1794,  we  get  a  humorous  account  of  a 
dinner  party  given  by  the  gallant  Governor.^ 
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•  Boston  Fii<rate,  St.  Piorres  2ntl  .Inly 
1794.  We  left  Cabling  IJiiy,  on  Jklonday 
liOth  Juni;  and  AncliorM  in  the  Uoad,  before 
the  Town,  ia  tlie  Island  of  St.  riciTes,  or  at 
St.  Peters,  this  afternoon. 

Tlie  Governor  of  St.  Pierres,  Major 
Thorue  of  the  4th  Regiment,  pive  a  Dinner 
to  the  Officers  of  the  Boston,  in  the  late 
French  Governors  House,  in  the  Town  of 
St.  Pierres,  and  as  there  was  some  singularitys 
attendinjj  it,  I  noted  a  few  of  them  down. 

It  beinfj  understood  that  it  was  intended, 
by  the  Uritish  Government  to  Kvacuate  & 
afterwards  burn  St.  I'lerres  so  of  course, 
every  Officer,  here,  kept  np,  but  as  small  a 
stock  of  iiecessarys,  as  the  nature  of  their 
situation  would  admit,  am  )ngst  other  articles 
which  muster'd  short  was  Wine  (ilasses, 
Kvery  House  in  which  Inhabitants  were  left ; 
(for  numy  of  the  Frcneh,  had  been  sent  to 
Hiilifax,)  were  viscteil,  to  prociue,  these  useful 
\essels,  for  this  (irand  occasion.  The  day 
came,  Dinner  was  serrel  to  about  30  persons, 
the  Wine  went  round  t<    a  late  hour,  Jollity, 


Gaiety,  Merriment,  &  good  humour. — Were 
prominant  in  the  countiiuineu  of  all. — God 
Save  (Jreat  George  our  King,  was  repeated 
a  number  of  times,  expressions  of  attachment 
&  Loyalty,  were  carried  to  the  extreme 
(altlio',  by  the  by,  Two  of  the  Party,  not  (juit 
a  Thousand  Years  ago,  had  nearly  been 
thrown  out  of  a  window,  for,  favouring  some- 
what Kepublicism.) — Hut  to  do  the  l)usinebs, 
in  a  more  exalted  manner,  all  hands  nmst 
needs  mount  the  Table,  to  drink,  Success  to 
the  ftoslon  ; — The  Table  was  so  cover'd  with 
Decanters,  Glasses,  Hetties,  Fruit  Plates, 
Knives,  Punch  Howls,  etc.  etc. ; — That  it  was 
wiih  dificulty,  a  foot  could  he  shoved  on. 
Hut  as  there  is  but  few  enterprizes,  but  what 
the  Hritish  Army  &  Xavy,  will  overcome, 
so  in  this  particular,  all  impediments,  were 
soon  overcome,  &  the  Table  was  soon  covered 
with  the  Officers  of  the  ^>avy  &  Army. — 
Success  to  the  lioston,  was  given, — And  just 

as  each  mans  Glass,  came  to  his  mouth, 

Down,  Comes  the  Table. — With  as  terrible  a 
crash, — as  if  all  the  Masts,  of  the  Boston,  hai? 


MAJOR  THORNES  DIJfNKR   PARTY. 
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In  1802,  by  the  peace  of  Amiens,  St.  Pierre  was  restored  to  France, 
l)ut  w>  '•  breaking  out  next  year  it  was  again  taken  possession  of, 
and  not  finally  res^tored  until  after  the  final  peace  of  1815,  On 
the  22nd  June  1810,  the  Colonists  returned  to  their  old  home,  con- 
veyed in  the  frigates  La  C(irav<ine  and  La  Salamandre.  One  hundred 
and  fifty  old  families,  numbering  six  hundred  and  forty-five  soids, 
re -populated  St.  Pierre.  In  the  same  year  St.  Malo  sent  four  thousand 
six  hunch'ed  fishermen  to  try  their  fortune  on  the  perilous  Grand  Bank.^ 

During  the  remainder  of  the  period  of  its  history  tlieie  have  been 
no  wars.  The  little  French  town  lias  had  fires  to  contend  with,  not  foes. 
It  has  been  seriously  damaged  by  the  devouring  element  in  18G5,  1837, 
and  lastly  in  1879.  It  has  risen  Phoenix-like  from  its  ashes,  and  now 
contains   a   very  considerable    population ;    its  fishery   operations   are 


ist 


gone  overboard  at  Once  1 — Here  was  curious. 
Sprawling.  —  Amongst.  —  brol«en  Gla-'-ses, 
I'latters,  and  Bottltis.  By  the  same  heavy 
stroke,  .\11  the  Lights  in  the  room,  were 
extinguished,  so  that  the  Caterstrophe,  was 
the  ruore  darker,  &  lamentable.  Each  man, 
not  being  i)erfectly  himself- — And  having  the 
stump  ot'  a  broken  Gla<s,  in  his  hand,  he  ran 
it,  against  his  neighbours  face,  maiming  & 
wouuding  one  another  some  of  them  thougiit, 
that  they  had  been  suddenly  assail  d,  by  the 
Enemy,  and  that  a  Shot,  from  a  Cannon  ; — 
had  upset  the  Table,  Tor  tliey  cryed  aloud  to 
Anns, — To  Arms.  —  To  Arms.  —  Beat  To 
Arn.s.  — I  Gad  thinks  I,  you  are  to  Arms, 
At  Lejis, — And  Faces,  too — For  Old  Nick 
himself  would  not  wish,  to  be  in  the  midst 
of  ye. 

When  Candles  came,  I  looked  at  them,  & 
saw  this  heap  of  superior  beings,  struggling 
in  friendly.  Agitation,  to  regain  their  lA-gs. 
But  to  see  a  Bed  Coat  &  a  Blue  (>oat, 
alternately  moving  &  tumbling  about  in  a 
Cluster,  I  could  not  but  compare  them,  to  a 
pile  of  Lobsters,  some  alive  and  some  boiled. 

I'ropper  assistance  having  arrived,  & 
the  Party  regained  their  Legs  I  need  not 
comment,  on  the  friendly,  Look,  given,  to 
one  another !  —  Two  Companys  of  Light 
Infantr}',  came  in  and  moved  the  broken 
remiiants,  the  wreck  was  soon  cleared. 

But  to  the  .jreat  discomliture  of  o'l.  not 
a  whole  glass  remained  ! — I  mean,  not  oi,.;  in 
the  Governors  House, — But  ncit,  in  all  tiie 
Island,— Bowls,  Bottles  &  all,  shared  the  same 
fate. 

It  getting  a  late  hour  it  was  proposed, 
by  way  of,  Finile. — That  the  whole  Company 
should  March  (as  well  as  they  couhl)  in  Pro- 
cession, Drums  ,St  Kites,  at  their  head,  round 
the  Room  &  Hall,  in  the  Hall,  the  Band  of 
the  Kegiment,  had  been  playing  all  the 
Evening.  Tl  cy  had  been  supjilycd,  plen- 
tifully with  Li(|uirs  and  as  the  Bottles  were 
emptyed,  they,  put  them  under,  their  Table. 


The  Procession  came  unawares  on  the  Band, 
they  sud<lenly  moved  the  Table  for  them  to 
pass,  but  in  the  huny  the  can<Iles  fell  down, 
it  became  dark,  the  Table  was  withdrawn, 
but  the  empty  Bottles,  remained.  Point  Ulnti/c 
in  the  way  of  the  Procession.  —  Cai)tain 
Johnson  was  the  first  I — Bight  in  he  goes 
amongst  the  Bottles,  he  trod  upon  Ten  or 
Twelve,  but  like  a  true  Hero,  he  did  not  notice 
them,  but  advaticed.  The  rest  of  the  (Jentle- 
nien  followed  in  Tolerable  order  cracking  the 
Flint,  Cutting  their  Shoes,  Cursing  the  Bottles 
as  they  burst,  and  asking  if  they  were  full  or 
empty.  One  or  Two  of  the  Bear,  fell  amongst 
them,  but  no  serious  mischeife  happened. 

St.  I'ierres  was  the  head  (Quarters  of  the 
4th  Regiment.  All  their  Band  was,  here, 
which  is  a  Capital  one.  It  played  all  the 
Evening,  at  intervals.  Drums  &  Fifes.  Om 
Officers,  on  the  niorrcw  said. — That. — They 
were  Drumed  Drunk. 

On  our  return  to  the  Ship  which  was  late 
at  Night,  the  Band  played  for  us  to  the  waters 
edge. — Some  were  so  inebriated,  as  to  get 
up  to  their  Arms,  in  water,  in  mistaking  the 
Boat.  AVe  got  on  Board  all  safe,  with  the 
satisfaction,  of  having  left  not  a  single  Wine 
Glass,  within  the  Governors  .hiridictlDU, 
Nor  one  solitary  Bottle  of  Wine,  in  Major 
Thorn's  Celler, 

'  FuKxcn  FisiiEuv  op  I80i. 

It  speaks  volumes  for  the  indomitable 
industry  of  the  French  fishernu'U  thu'  in 
their  one  year  of  activity  after  the  short  jieaee 
of  Amiens,  IHOii,  they  were  al)le  sn  ipiickiy  to 
re-organise  their  ti'iide,  to  erect  their  buildings, 
and  to  carry  on  a  fishery  which,  according  to 
the  returns  given  below,  obtained  from  the 
English  naval  officers,  and  Mr.  .Iidin  'L'houiey 
of  Harbour  Grace  (who  bad  a  fishery  on  the 
north-east  coast),  produced  in  one  year 
lUO.OOO  (|tls.,  or  at  the  i-ate  of  .jO  qtls.  p,r 
man.     This  is  about  the  eauie  proportion   as 
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Inrgo,  entirely  the  result  of  the  enormous  bounties  ;  |)ractically  the  prime 
cost  of  the  catch  of  codtish   is  paid   by  the  French  Oovernment.     Its 


(IFF  HT.  I'lKldU;. 

From  the  C'eii/nri/, 

contraband  trade  is  also  extensive  ;  in  forn.er  years,  wliilst  the  imports 
of  Newfoundland  were  about  $30  per  head,  the   imports  of  St.   Pierre 

till-  whole  catch  of  the  En<;lish  in  180."),  year,  the  halimce  of  the  700,(100  being  ninde 
]J,.').')7  fisheiiiun  iiaviiifr  eaiiiiht  about  700,000  up  of  fisli  left  over,  and  the  qiiaiitily  ireaiiied 
(itN.,  of   wliicii    .■)87,Oo()    wire  exjiorted   that       by  the  inhabitants  for  foo<l. 

Kepoiit  on  tiik  Kkkxch  F";  hijiy  in  Newfoundland,  1802. 
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There  v  i-re  five  vessel-;  at  Qiiirpon,  one  at  Grij;iiet,  and  two  at  Canada  Hay.     N'o  account 
received  Oi  anv  I'reneh  ves.-sels  on  the  west  coast  of  Xewfonndland. 
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nmounted  to  over  .^4M0  per  head,  at  least  §450  of  which  was  simigj^'led 
into  Nowfoiindhind  and  Caniula.  'Die  operation  of  tlie  Hait  Act  in  18HS 
and  succeedinj^  years  was  a  serious  blow  to  the  connnercial  success  (tf 
St.  Pierre,  a  blow  from  which  the  little  French  Colony  has  never 
recovered.  All  the  great  trade  which  it  boasteil  of  is  an  inflated,  artificial 
j»ro,sperity,  it  rests  entirely  on  the  support  of  the  Home  Government ; 
withdraw  the  bounties,  and  St.  Pierre  would  come  down  like  a  house  of 
cards. 

La  Grande  Nation  has  always  set  the  fashion  for  Europe,  and 
latterly  for  America.  The  French  have  always  been  distingiiished  for 
their  excellent  taste,  their  art,  the  politeness  of  their  manners ;  the 
French  colonies  in  America,  foi  this  reason,  had  a  remarkable  attraction 
for  their  English  neighbours.  Both  in  Cape  Breton  and  at  St.  Pierre 
New  England'jrs  and  Newfoundlanders  carried  on  a  large  clandestine 
trade  with  their  Gallic  friends;  in  peace  and  war  the  old  smuggling  trade 
progressed  with  scarcely  any  interruption  ;  this  trade  with  Newfound- 
land rose  to  its  height  after  the  "  Forties."  Tlie  Pierrois  in  this  business 
plundered  the  revenues  not  only  of  Canada,  Newfoundland,  and  the 
Maritime  Provinces,  for  years  they  made  even  greater  depredations  on 
the  revenues  of  France  ;  thousands  of  quintals  of  English-caught  fish 
were  surreptitiously  taken  in  St.  Pierre  by  sale  anil  baiter,  received  the 
enormous  bounty,  and  went  to  swell  fictitiously  the  French  catch  of  fish  ; 
later  on  the  vigilance  and  superior  honesty  of  the  officials  put  an  end 
to  this  business  on  a  large  scale,  but  it  is  impossible  to  extinguish  it 
altogether.  The  author  of  the  *'  Annuaire "  of  1883  speaks  of  the 
immense  benefit  of  the  bait  trade  to  St.  Pierre,  but  he  very  judiciously 
avoids  all  riieution  of  the  smuggling. 

The  following  extract  is  taken  from  the  "  Annuaire  "  of  St.  Pierre 
for  1883  :— 

"  Les  grosses  transactions  qui  out  pour  objot  la  veiite  et  I'achat  des  morue3 
e'entamcnt  et  se  cU'nouent  lo  plus  souvent  on  Franco.  Anssi  Ic  petit  commorco 
qui  gravite  autour  du  grand  commorce  a-t-il  une  action  ])lus  directe  ct  plus 
immediate  sxu'  les  affaire.^  qui  se  traitent  dans  la  colonio.  Pour  no  citor  qu'im 
exemplo,  on  estinie  a  jiros  do  800,000  francs  lo  prix  payt5  ccttc  anni'o  (1883)  par  los 
pi^cheurs  Fi  an^ais  aux  Anglais  qui  ont  fourni  le  harong.  En  ('chango  dn  prix  de  la 
boitte,  lea  Anglais  font  des  achats  relativoment  considorables  a  St.  I'icrre,  et  c'osfc 
ainsi  que  les  fles  Ht.  Pierre  et  Miquelon  sont  sur  la  cote  nn'-ridionale  de  Terre- 
Neave  un  dcboucho  tri's  important,  le  centre  d'affaires  le  plus  actif  par  Icquel 
s'ecoulent  lea  marchandises  soit  de  provenance  fran^aise  soit  de  provonance 
anioricaine.  Ce  systcme  d'ochanges  u'a  pas  lieu  seuleineut  que  pour  la  boitte, 
mais  encore  pour  le  bois  a  feu  apportc''  a,  rautonmo  par  les  nii'mes  galopeurs." 

"  The  large  transactions  which  have  for  their  object  the  sale  rnd  jiurchase  of 
cod  fish  begin  and  end  most  frequently  in  Franco,  whilst  the  small  trade  which 
gravitates  around  the  great  trade  has  an  action  more  direct  and  immediate  on  the 
affairs  of  the  Colony.  For  instance,  it  is  calculated  that  this  year  (188:5)  800,000 
francs  is  the  price  paid  by  the  French  to  English  fishermen  for  herring.    lu 
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exchange  for  the  price  of  the  bait  the  English  make  quite  considerable  parchascs 
at  St.  Pierre.    Thus  those  islands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon  are  on  the  west 
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coast  of  Newfoundland ,  a  large  outlet,  the  centre  of  an  active  business;  here  nro 
collected  together  the  mcrclinudiue  furnished   buth  from  France  and  America. 
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Not  only  bait,  but  firewo-)d,  bronghfc  in  the  avitumn,  is  used  in  this  system  of 
exchange." 

When  thnt  most  excellent  official,  Mr.  James  Hiiyward,  of  Her  Majesty's 
Customs,  visited  St.  Pierre  in  1864,  he  appeared  such  a  nice  simple  man 
that  the  French  gave  him  every  facility  to  acquire  information ;  in  his 
report  he  stated  that  the  Newfoundland  revenue  was  robbed  every  year 
by  St.  Pierre  of  about  $50,000 ;  latterly  it  has  been  quite  double  that 
sum.  The  amount  so  taken  from  the  revenue  of  Canada  cannot  be 
ascertained,  but  it  has  been  stated  that  half  the  spirits  and  tobacco 
formerly  consumed  in  Lower  Canada  was  smuggled  from  the  French 
colony.  Increased  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  Canadian  cruisers  lias 
largely  curtailed  this  clandestine  business,  and  the  imports  of  St.  Pierre 
(larjiely  through  the  influence  of  the  Bait  Act)  show  tlie  result  :  from 
20,199,062  francs  in  18H5  they  have  come  down  in  1892  to  8,560,908 
francs,  and  the  exports  of  fish  have  fallen  from  46,240,817  kilos,  in  1886 
to  22,098,075  kilos,  in  1892. 

The  following  account  of  the  clandestine  trade  between  St.  Pierre 
and  Lower  Canada,  taken  fi-om  a  Montreal  paper,  shows  the  modus 
operandi.  The  writer  is  not  correct  about  the  price  of  the  German 
gin.^  Some  Newfoundlandei-s  are  in  the  trade ;  they  sail  from 
St.  Pierre  to  some  unfrequented  part  of  Canadian  Labrador,  where 
(choosing  foggy  weather  for  the  run),  amongst  the  inner  ifelandw,  they 
meet  smaller  craft ;  these  smaller  boats  again  tranship  their  cargo  into 
jiunts  and  dories  farther  up  the  St.  Lawrence ;  and,  lastly,  it  is 
distributed  about  Quebec  by  farmers  in  carts.  It  is  an  immense 
business,  and  has  enormous  evil  etlects  on  the  French  Canadians.  The 
activity  of  the  Canadian  cruisers  and  the  operation  of  the  Bait  Act  has 
now  largely  curtailed  this  illicit  traffic.  The  statistics  of  St.  Pierre  show 
tliat  from  these  causes  their  imports  have  fallen  from  twer.ty  million 
francs  to  eight  millions. 

"  Quebec,  May  26. — With  the  disajipearance  of  icebergs  and  the  opening  of 
the  season  of  navigation  in  the  St.  Lawrence  between  Quebec  and  the  gulf,  the 
bold  smugglers  of  the  north  liave  as^ain  forced  themselves  upon  public  attention 
by  the  persistence  with  which  they  have  resumed  their  traflic  of  former  seasons, 
and  the  readiness  with  which  they  sliow  fight  wiien  attacked  or  pursued  by  vessels 
of  the  Canadian  customs  fleet.  The  head-(|Uarter8  of  the  smugglers  of  the 
St.  Lawrence  and  New  England  ports  is  at  the  French  Island  of  St.  Pierrj, 
Mi(|uelon,  off  the  south  coast  of  2S'ewfoundland.  Hitherto  their  chief  traffic  has 
been  spirituous  iMjuors.  This  year  they  are  extending  their  operations  and  doing 
a  large  business  in  tobacco.  The  French  Government  has  recently  reduced  the 
duties  on  all  classes  of  tobacco  landed  at  St.  Pierre  to  4  francs  70  centimes  a 
hundred  kilos.  The  duty  previou.sly  was  50  to  150  francs,  according  to  quality. 
The  new  duty,  amouuting  to  41  cents  a  hundred  pounds,  means  that  St.  Pierre  is 
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practically  a  free  port  for  the  entry  of  tobacco,  so  that  smuggling  it  thence  to 
Boston,  Quebec,  or  more  convenient  ports  on  the  Atlantic  coast  or  shores  of  the 
St.  Lawrence  is  now  quite  a  profitaule  one  for  coasters. 

"  Spirituous  liquors  are  admitted  into  St.  Pierre,  Miq.,  free  of  duty.  A  fleet 
of  thren  large  three-masted  schooners  are  constantly  employed  by  the  smugglers, 
conveyi.ig  cargoes  of  alcohol,  60  over  proof,  from  Boston  to  St.  Pierre.  There  is 
no  concealment  about  this  part  of  the  traffic — the  difficulty  consisting  in  landing 
the  alcohol  at  Canadian  ports  so  as  to  avoid  the  duty  of  $2  a  gallon.  There  are 
two  and  sometimes  three  transhipments  of  the  liquor  from  the  time  it  leaves  the 
entrepot  at  St.  Pierre  until  it  is  safely  put  ashore  upon  the  banks  of  the 
St.  Lawrence.  The  immense  profit  of  the  traffic  may  be  judged  of  by  the  fact  that 
the  whiskey  or  alcohol,  which  is  the  chief  staple  of  the  trade,  sells  for  only 
$1.40  a  gallon  in  Boston,  and  is  worth  here,  with  the  duty  added,  no  less  than 
$3.75  a  gallon.  Jamaica  rum  and  French  liqnors  and  brandies,  etc.,  which  are 
also  admitted  duty  free  into  St.  Pierre,  form  a  portion  of  most  cargoes  of  the 
smuggling  schooners  from  St.  Pierre  to  Quebec  and  other  points,  and,  as  the 
Canadian  duty  upon  these  is  very  high,  there  is  even  more  profit  upon  the 
smuggling  of  them  than  upon  that  of  the  whiskey. 

"  The  large  gulf  schooners  that  leave  St.  Pierre  with  the  liquor  aboard  never 
risk  a  total  loss  of  vessel  and  cargo  by  venturing  as  far  as  Canadian  inland  waters. 
Before  leaving  the  gulf  for  the  mouth  of  the  St.  La\vrence  river  they  are  each 
met  by  three  or  four  smaller  craft,  generally  schooners  of  very  srmll  value,  which 
divide  among  them  the  cargo  of  the  larger  craft.  One  of  these  may  be  seized  and 
confiscated,  and  yet  the  profit  upon  the  operations  of  the  others  will  make  the 
entire  trip  a  lucrative  one,  and  often  they  all  escape  capture.  Small  boats  land 
the  liquor  from  the  schooners,  often  under  cover  of  the  night,  at  some  of  the 
parishes  of  the  island  of  Orleans  or  elsewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city. 

"  Some  of  the  parishes  of  the  lower  St.  Lawrence  has  become  completely 
demoralized  by  the  proportions  to  which  this  traffic  has  grown.  Farmers 
entirely  neglect  their  land  and  fishermen  their  nets  to  engage  in  ventures  that 
promiEC  so  large  returns,  and  the  excitement  and  sailor  life  attendant  upon  it  offer 
great  attractions  to  the  French  Canadian  character.  The  parish  priests  complain 
bitterly  of  the  demoralizing  effects  upon  their  people  and  of  the  fearful  drunken- 
ness thitt  prevails  wherever  the  whiskey  blanc — r<  the  fiery  alcohol  is  called  by 
the  Canadians — is  landed  or  sold,  and  many  of  iLa  country  cures  turn  informers 
to  the  Government  upon  the  smugglers. 

"  There  is  no  doubt  that  encouragement  has  been  given  the  smugglers  by  the 
unfortunate  failure  of  justice  some  time  ago  in  the  case  of  the  noted  smuggler 
Captain  Bouchard,  who  fought  and  compelled  tlie  retreat  of  a  Government  revenue 
cutter  last  season,  and  was  only  subdued  and  captured  after  he  had  been  besieged 
in  and  dislodged  from  the  smuggler's  stronghold  on  the  Isle  aux  Coudres  in  tbe 
lower  St.  Lawrence.  Yet  when  his  case  was  brought  to  trial  here  a  few  days  ago, 
he  was  onl}'  convicted  before  the  court  of  simple  assault,  and  got  off*  with  a  fine 
of  §25. 

"  Only  last  week  the  Government  cruiser  Constance  was  set  at  defiance  by  the 
crew  of  a  little  smuggling  schoonei  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Moisie  rivers.  The 
name  of  the  vessel,  which  turns  out  to  be  the  Steadfast — of  St.  John's,  Nfld. — 
had  been  painted  over  on  her  stern,  and  she  refused  to  come  to  when  summoned  in 
the  Queen's  name,  and  when  about  to  be  boarded  by  the  Government  officers  her 
crew  fought  with  their  axes  and  wounded  a  couple  of  them.  Finally  the  prize, 
with  her  cargo  of  315,000  worth  of  liquors,  v/as  secured,  and  her  crew  put  in  irons. 
They  are  now  in  jail  awaiting  trial,  and  the  vessel  and  cargo  are  in  port,  and  have 
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been  confiscated,  but  her  two  oonsorta  have  escaped  arrest,  aiid  have  probably 
safely  landed  their  cargoes." 

In  July  1890  the  schooner  Mary,  owned  by  Mr.  Deidy,  of  Fox 
Harbour,  John  Kelly  master,  put  into  St.  Pierre ;  she  ha<l  on  board 
freight  shipped  by  Mr.  Chafe  to  A.  Goodiidge  and  Son,  St.  John's — six 
hundred  and  thirty  quintals  of  dried  codfish.  Kelly  and  his  crew  were 
caught  landing  some  cod-roes  and  other  articles  for  liquor.  The  law  of 
St.  Pierre  is,  that  "  the  introduction  of  foreign  fishery  products  into 
"  the  Islands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon  involves  necessarily  the 
"  confiscation  of  those  products,  without  distinction  between  those  which 
"  hnve  been  or  are  about  to  be  landed  and  those  whith  may  be  found  in 
"  the  hold  of  any  ship  which  has  put  into  a  roadstead  of  the  Colony." 
Under  this  law  Goodridges  fish  was  confiscated  and  sold,  and  the 
schooner  belonging  to  another  innocent  owner  confiscated  and  cut  up, 
all  because  a  rascally  skipper  chose  to  sell  some  cod-roes  to  get  liquor  at 
St.  Pierre.  It  is  a  monstrous  injustice  to  punish  innocent  parties  for 
another's  technical  wrong-doing.  It  is  well  known  that  Frenchmen, 
both  on  the  north-east  and  west  coast,  and  about  the  south  coast,  barter 
liquor,  sugar,  tea,  tobacco,  and  other  goods  for  fish  and  oil — the  usual 
currency  in  the  Newfoundland  outports.  One  French  master  on  the 
west  coast  wanted  the  magistrate  at  St.  George's  Bay  to  issue  process 
against  his  English  debtors  on  the  coast.  Besides  tiie  usual  items  of 
lit|Uor,  tea,  .sugar,  and  tobacc(  one  account  included  bonnets  and 
millinery. 

Under  the  old  regime  the  government  of  St.  Pierre  was  always 
entrusted  to  a  distinguished  admiral.  Among3t  the  more  modern 
administrators  under  the  Second  Empire  we  have  the  names  of  the 
genial  Admiral  Clone  and  the  stately  old  Baron  Konciere  Le  Noury. 
These  fine  old  sailors  are  now  replaced  by  a  lawyer  from  Paris,  or  a 
press  writer. 

In  1857  the  Baron  and  La  Baronne  paid  a  visit  to  St.  John's.  The 
Baroness  was  a  splendid  singer  and  musician.  I  remember  one  evening 
how  she  astonished  the  amnteui's  who  had  been  singing  their  little 
song.s  at  Government  House.  She  sat  down  to  the  piano,  and  as  she 
pulled  off  her  long  g'oves,  as  a  preliminaiy,  she  asked  for  a  petit  veiTc 
of  brandy,  and  then  came  foi'th  her  glorious  notes.  The  audience  were 
carried  away  by  her  splendid  performance ;  the  unfortun^ite  amateurs 
who  had  sung  before  her  hid  their  diminished  heads.  We  found  out 
afterwards  that  she  had  been  one  of  the  stars  of  the  Grand  Opera  at 
Paris. 

In  all  French  colonies  Vadminisfration  is  nlways  more  or  less  of  a 
despotism.     In  St.  Pierre  the  8urrouu<lmg  Anglo-American  atmosphere 
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has  had  a  marked  influence,  and  there  lias  always  been  a  sturdy 
resistance  to  absolute  government.  About  nine  years  ago  it  took  the 
form  of  a  struggle  against  the  strict  rebuilding  laws  enaitud  after  the 
fire  of  1879.  A  French  bourgeois  does  not  make  much  fuss  over  the 
curtailment  of  his  individual  liberty,  but  he  is  terribly  touchy  about 
his  pocket.  Clapboards  were  not  to  be  allowed  ;  all  houses  in  certain 
streets  were  to  be  faced  with  brick  or  covered  with  iron.  When  the 
edict  went  forth  to  pull  down  the  clapboards  there  was  for  a  time  a 
fierce  resistance.  Men,  and  especially  the  hardy  Norman  and  Bretnn 
women,  struggled  with  the  officers ;  all  the  available  force  had  to  be 
called  out  to  quell  the  rebellion,  known  in  the  annals  of  St.  Pien-e  as 
"  the  Clapboard  Revolution." 

I  have  spoken  of  the  coiqi  d'etat.  It  was  on  a  small  scale,  a  travesty 
of  the  tragic  events  of  the  2nd  of  December  1851  ;  it  followed,  however, 
the  Napoleonic  method  of  silencing  political  opponents 
b}'  imprisonment  and  deportation.  Amonjist  the 
sturdy  sea  captains  who  largely  compose  the  society 
of  the  little  French  colnny,  there  were  many  earnest 
Republicans  in  the  days  of  the  Empire.  1'he  fear  of 
the  Administration  kept  them,  however,  mute  and 
inglorious.  One  dashing  "  capitaine  aiix  long  cours  " 
was  not  to  be  repressed ;  he  was  an  able  man,  and, 
though  only  a  sea  captain,  he  acted  as  the  princijial 
lawyer  of  the  little  port.  As  oracle  of  tiic  cafe, 
he  held  forth  nightly  on  the  corruption  and 
iinbeci'ity  of  the  miserable  Govei'nment ;  the  Governor,  a  relative  of 
Paul  de  Cassagnac,  vowed  vengeance  on  his  rebellious  head.  At  last  the 
opportunity  came ;  our  Republican  hero  became  mixed  up  in  an 
insurance  case  at  Miquelon,  In  some  technical  way  he  infringed  an 
article  of  the  Code.  Complaisant  judges  at  onco  condemned  him  to  the 
maximum  punishment  —  twelve  months'  imprisonment,  and  to  bo 
deportt'd  from  the  Island.  On  the  advent  of  the  Republic,  this  corrupt 
decree  of  the  Colonial  tribunal  was  promptly  quashed  by  the  Court  of 
Cassation  at  Paris.  In  the  meantime,  however,  the  sturdy  opponent  of 
absolute  government  was  ruined.  For  neatness  and  despatch  there  is 
nothing  like, the  French  metiiod  of  silencing  a  political  opponent.  Al^out 
the  same  time  as  this  occurred,  a  rich  merchant  of  St.  Pierre  shot  one  of 
the  disciplinaires  ^  dead  in  his  hall  ;  the  poor  hungry  jirisoner  was 
coming  forward  to  ask  for  bread.     The  murderer  was  sentenced  to  one 
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'  Disciplinaires  are  ni'litary  prisoners 
who  have  committed  offences  against  the 
f1ii<cipline  of  the  army  5  there  arp  always  a 


number  of  them  at  St.  Pierre ;  they  nro 
employed  on  publtc  works,  and  are  always 
actiompanied  by  guards  with  loaded  rifles. 
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month's  imprisonment,  which  he  spent  interned   in  his  own  hixurious 
l)ou'e. 

In  the  June  number  of  the  "Revue  Maritime  et  Coloniale,"  1804, 
Doctor  Du  Bois  Saint  Sevein,  after  {giving  a  graphic  account  of  tlie 
state  of  the  French  finhing  fleet  in  Newfoundland,  Iceland,  and  the  North 
Sea  as  regards  medical  aid  and  appliances,  strongly  reconuuends  the 
adoption  of  a  service  on  the  model  of  the  "  Deep  Sea  Mission."  Reading 
between  the  lines  in  this  excellent  article,  one  'an  see  clearly  that  "  Les 
Armateurs,"  the  fitters  out  of  the  French  fishing  fleet,  are  all  powerful 
with  the  French  Government.  To  satisfy  the  greed  of  these  merchants, 
the  carrying  of  medicine  chests  and  doctors  in  the  fishing  fleet  has  been 
practically  swept  away  until  quite  recently.  The  wretched  state  of  the 
French  bank  fishermen  is  quite  as  deserving  of  charity  as  the  p  lor 
Labrador  men  ;  anything  so  dirty,  poor,  and  miserable  a,s  their  condition 
on  board  the  banking  vessels  can  hardly  be  imagined. 
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In  tlie  preparation  of  this  chapter  I  have  freely  used  the  excellent 
"  Annuaire  "  of  St.  Pierre.  Other  infoimation  has  been  obtained  fiom 
the  Colonial  Recuds  and  miscellaneous  souices.  The  account  of  Major 
Thome's  dinner  party  is  from  a  MS.  volume  belonging  to  Mr.  James 
Murray,  written  by  A'rou  Thomas,  purser  of  H.M.S.  Boston — a  very 
curious  production.  I  have  not  mentioned  the  affair  of  the  Commercial 
Bank  notes,  unique  in  the  annals  of  crime.  Personal  a.s80ciation 
prevents  me  from  describing  this  remarkable  transaction  ;  besides  I  do 
not  wish  to  say  anything  that  might  in  the  least  ott'end  the  feelings  of 
my  numerous  kind  friends  of  St.  Pierre. 
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In  taking  leave  of  this  bravo  little  inlanil,  monument  of  the 
indomitable  industry,  energy,  and  recuperative  powei-s  of  the  French 
people,  I  will  conclude  with  the  wortls  of  the  St.  Pierre  historian : 
"  After  many  misfortunes  this  small  group  of  St.  Pierre  and  Micjuelon, 
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"  the  last  parcel  nfloat  out  of  the  great  wieck  of  the  French  dominion 
"  in  North  America,  can  with  legitijnate  pride  sum  up  its  position  thus  : 
"  Six  thousand  inhabitants,  trade  amounting  to  thirty  millions  of  francs 
"  a  year,  and  a  public  revenue  of  half  a  million  francs." 


it 
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ninion 

thus : 

francH 


I.— Chateaiibriand'B  account  of 
St.  Pierre  in  1790. 

"  Wf  Dteered  towards  St.  Pierre  and 
Miquelon  looking  for  a  frenh  anchorage. 
When  wc  approached  the  first  between  10  a.m. 
and  luid-day,  wu  were  ulnioHt  on  shore  before 
we  wor.  itwure,  the  land  suddenly  appearing 
in  the  form  of  a  binck  lump  throuKh  the  mist. 
We  anchored  opposite  the  principal  town  of 
the  island.  We  did  not  see  it  but  we  heard 
the  noise  from  the  shore.  The  passengers 
hastened  to  land  ;  the  superior  of  St.  iSulphice 
was  so  ill  that  he  had  to  bo  carried  on  shore. 
I  took  a  lodging  apart,  waiting  until  a  squall 
dissipating  the  fog,  should  show  niu  the  place 
which  I  inhabited,  and,  so  to  speak,  the 
countenances  of  my  hosts  in  this  country  of 
shadows. 

"  The  harbour  and  roadstead  of  St.  Pierre 
are  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  island,  facing 
iiuothcr  smaller  island  of  a  long  shape,  called 
the  Isle  of  Dogs.  The  harbour  suriiamed  the 
Barach&is  eats  deep  into  the  land,  and  ter- 
minates in  u  blackish  pool.  Several  sterile 
hilli<  are  closely  grouped  together  in  the 
centre  of  the  iuland ;  some,  detached,  ovt  r- 
haug  the  shore,  whilst  oihers  are  surrounded 
by  a  tract  of  level  and  boggy  soil.  From  the 
town  can  be  :3een  the  Hill  of  the  Watch- 
Tower. 

"  The  Governor's  house  is  directly 
opposite  the  landing  place.  The  church,  the 
parsonage,  and  the  storehouse  for  provisions 
are  in  the  same  locality.  Then  comes  the 
dwelling-house  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Army  and  that  of  the  Captain  of  the  Port. 
After  these  commences  the  only  street  of  the 
town,  T7hich  extends  along  the  pebbly  shore. 
I  dined  twice  or  three  times  at  the  house  of 
the  Governor,  an  officer  full  of  politeness  and 
friendly  zeal.  He  cultivated  a  few  European 
vegetables  in  one  of  the  glacis.  After  dinner 
he  showed  me  what  he  called  his  garden. 
The  delicate  odour  of  heliotrope  exhaled  from 
a  square  plot  of  beans  in  flower  was  not 
wafted  to  us  on  the  breeze  of  our  native 
country,  but  by  the  savage  wind  of  Newfound- 
land, without  any  relation  to  the  exiled  plant, 
without  any  sympathetic  feeling  of  recollec- 
tion or  delight. 

"  From  the  garden  we  proceeded  to  climb 
the  hills,  and  stopped  at  the  foot  of  the  flag- 
staflP  of  the  watch  tower.  The  new  French 
flag  floated  over  our  head.  Like  the  women 
of  Virgil  we  gazed  at  the  aeajlentea.  It 
separated  us  from  our  native  land.  The 
Governor  was  uneasy.     He  belonged  to  the 


Breton  side,  and,  moreover,  was  weary  in  iliia 
retreat,  suitable  enough  for  a  dreamer  of  uiv 
species,  but  a  rude  dwelling  for  a  man  occupied 
with  business,  or  not  carrying  within  himself 
the  lesson  wtiich  fills  all  space  and  banishes 
from  men  the  rest  of  the  world.  My  hast 
made  inquiries  respecting  the  revolution.  I 
asked  him  in  return  for  some  information 
about  the  north-west  pnssnge.  He  belonged 
to  the  advance  guard  of  the  desert,  but  he 
knew  nothing  of  the  Esquimaux,  and  only 
received  from  Canada  a  few  partridges. 

"  One  morning  I  proceeded  alone  to  the 
Eagle  Cape  to  see  the  sunrise  in  the  direction 
of  France.  There  a  winter  torrent  had  formed 
a  cascade  which  fell  in  its  last  bound  into  the 
sea.  I  seated  myself  on  a  rock  o/erhanging 
the  sea.  While  thus  employed,  I  perceived  a 
young  fisherwoman  advancing  along  the  hill 
above  me.  She  had  bare  legs  and  feet, 
though  it  was  cold  and  the  dew  was  on  the 
ground.  Her  black  hair  was  gathered  in  knots 
beneath  an  Indian  handkerchief,  which  was 
wrappe<l  around  her  head.  Over  this  she 
wore  a  bonnet,  made  of  leeds  of  the  country, 
fashioned  like  i  boat  or  cradle.  A  bouquet  of 
blue  heath  was  fasteni-d  in  her  bosom,  the 
contour  of  which  was  displayed  beneath  the 
white  lace  irill  of  her  chemise.  For  a  time 
she  gathered  the  leaves  of  an  aromatic  plant 
called  in  the  island  Indian  tea.  She  saw  me, 
and,  without  appearing  terrified,  seated  herself 
at  my  side,  and  allowing  her  limbs  to  hang 
over  the  edge  of  the  cliii,  like  mine,  she  gazed 
at  the  noisy  sea.  We  remained  a  few  minutes 
without  speaking.  At  last  I  said, '  What  are 
you  ? '  She  raised  her  large  black  eyes,  at 
once  timid  and  haughty,  and  replied,  '  My 
father  is  at  the  dshing  with  Guillammy.  .  .  . 
We  weave  nets,  and  fish  on  the  lakes  by 
making  holes  in  the  ice  in  winter.  On  Sunday 
we  go  to  Mass  and  Vesper,  and  then  we  have 
games  on  the  snow,  and  look  at  the  young 
men  shooting  the  white  bears  ....  the 
Captain  is  gooe  with  Guillammy  to  Genoa, 
who  will  return  next  season  and  bring  me  a 
corset  of  striped  silk,  a  muslin  petticoat,  and 
a  black  collar.''  .  .  .  .  '  Would  you  like 
a  corset  from  me  ?  '  '  Oh,  no  I '  Guillaume, 
the  image  of  the  young  s.iilor,  hanging  on  the 
yard  in  the  midst  of  the  tempest,  changed 
into  a  land  of  delight  for  her  the  frightful 
rock  of  St  Pierre.  '  L'isole  di  Fortuna  ora 
Vedete.'  She  rose,  and  rushed  awsy,  singing 
one  of  the  missionary  hymns :  — 

" '  Tout  brulant  d'une  ardeur  immortelle, 
C'est    vers    Dieu    que     tendent     mt;8 
desirs.' 
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"  Wo  iitnyed  a  rnrttiight  on  the  island. 
From  itfi  whore  oa  i  be  Heen  the  more  deNohtle 
Rhorei  of  Nowfoitndlttnd.  The  hilU  Mretch 
away  into  the  intori'ir  in  divergout  linen  i  the 


loftiewt  extend*  a*  far  ni  Uodr>"o  Flay.  In 
the  v.iUp3'h  the  );ranitu  rockN  are  clothed  with 
a  denoe  carpet  of  xphaigneH,  licheun,  anif 
dicrantim." 


[The  reit  of  the  narrative  relate*  to  the  flora,  kc.  lie  nays  tlie  piinjr  woods  of 
St.  Piurru  form  a  striking  contrast  to  the  foi'e«t8  of  Newfoundland  neea  near  at  hand.  He 
cnlU  8t.  Pierre  the  iMiand  of  J.  Curtier.] 


IL— Statistics. 

Table  of  the  Kxporifi  of  Dry  and  Green  Fioh  from  Kt.  Pierre  and  Miqiiclon  for  the 
following  Yean  i  alio  Value  of  Imports. 


Yearn. 

Dry  Fish. 

Green 
Fish. 

Imports 
Value. 

Years. 

Dry  Fish. 

Green 
Finh. 

IinportM 
Value. 

Kilo|i8. 

Kilofts. 

Kranc8. 

Kilogs. 

Kilogs. 

Francs. 

1S41 

a,  12 1, 9.50 

1,. 566,505 

1,905,(194 

1867 

8,197,.5.50 

7,873,792 

7,897.614 

1842 

7,7.57.900 

1,520,275 

2,:«07,761 

1868 

7,:i55,604 

7,747,777 

8,174,712 

184:» 

9,007,194 

794,036 

1,991,311 

1869 

6,399,461 

8,1.52,603 

8,535,086 

1844 

7,78:»,fi08 

1,572,079 

;»,0.50,8.14 

1870 

7,024.704 

8,6:12,125 

7,fi42,90a 

184.5 

9,94H,:<07 

1,047,629 

2,641,511    i 

1871 

6,634,543 

8,851.905 

6,835,702 

184f. 

1(),22.5,3:»3 

1,488,516 

:«,U  1,827 

1872 

7,310,444 

12,560,927 

7,984,151 

1847 

9.401,489 

1,248,062 

.1,019.102 

1873 

5,878,108 

12,404,378 

8,l:iO,338 

1848 

7,2fi7.927 

2,02«,2;»4 

2,257  662 

1874 

5,757,014 

12.428,898 

8,639,951 

184'.> 

7,104,872 

1,724.0.59 

2,26.1,276 

1875 

4,331,161 

I0,:i05,184 

8,858,694 

ISSO 

H,;l0.5,7f>.5 

2,085,M0:» 

2,445,:».39 

1870 

3,810,175 

1 1 .269,560 

8,941,519 

1851 

10,454,09;» 

1,885,720 

2.918,745 

1877 

2,276,611 

13,021,814 

8,971,473 

l8.Vi 

9,681,494 

1,781, .532 

2.!»88,:M0 

1878 

2,055.437 

16,087,418 

6,184,262 

IH.VJ 

10,.54 1,484 

1,54.5,557 

:«,2 1.1,002 

1879 

3,114,039 

17,164,379 

9,469,099 

lS.'i4 

10,l.«8,9fifi 

1,144,719 

:),26 1,042 

18M) 

4,635,292 

10,223.495 

9,1.58,711 

1S,'>5 

8,461,261 

1,115,060 

a, 1.58,434 

1881 

4,.584,175 

14,4.50,725 

8,953,556 

18.-)(i 

9, :t  4 1,1 80 

1.. 168,445 

3.519,07:1 

1882 

4.59;},916 

10,379,940 

10,035.408 

1857 

y,;U.5,042 

94,66:{ 

3.776,18:1 

18^3 

3,457,063 

23,543,920 

17,036,023 

18.58 

1().074,.519 

495,741 

4,715,203 

1884 

8,285,666 

23,889,162 

16,039,229 

18.59 

11,097,908 

1 ,209,070 

3,821,001 

1885 

7,945,091 

33,838,240 

20,199,062 

IHfiO 

10,102.677 

1,280,872 

4,084,861 

1886 

11,198,:»42 

35,042.475 

11,404,776 

1861 

7,783,68.5 

1,614,205 

4.239,,567 

1887 

0,881,173 

31, .54  8,567 

18,2.10,272 

18fi2 

10,M27,28.5 

1,004,:»80 

3,.528,763 

1888 

5,8:16,782 

22,1.39,297 

17,709,077 

18f):» 

7,639,166 

.M,21.V-'>'>:» 

3.971, .581 

1889 

6,i:io,i:io 

20,877,261 

18,120,3.16 

18G4 

9,844,881 

4,69t,06:» 

3,632,784 

1890 

5,969,122 

19,723,555 

17,33.5,445 

180.5 

11,'.)74,H09 

6,o;)H,842 

^, 44 1,817 

1891 

.3,210,219 

17.720,557 

10,084,435 

186C 

10,4.)7,464 

8,258,051 

6,467,089 

1892 

4,855,070 

17,243,005 

8,560,908 

■M 
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HISTORY  OF  LABRADOR. 


Under  the  Jurisdiction  of  Newfoundland. 


The  Great  American  Peninsnln  knowu  .la  Labrador  is  washed  on 
one  side  by  Hudson's  Bay  and  Straits,  on  Hie  other  by  the  Atlantic 
and  the  Gulf  and  Kiver  St.  Lawrence.  This  vast  territory  is  little 
known,  and  only  very  partially  explo-  .  ;  whilst  on  .he  Atlantic  coast 
it  ^"s  one  of  the  most  bleak  and  barren  rej'ions  of  the  earth,  recent 
Caiia'lian  explorei-s  have  discovered  in  the  interior  great  ndnend  wealth 
tind  large  belts  of  timber. 

Tlie  portion  of  Labrador  under  the  dominiun  of  this  Colony  is  alone 
referred  to  in  this  chapter.^ 

The  discovery  of  this  peninsula  by  Europeans  lias  given  ri.M'  to 
move  wild  conjectures  and  more  points  for  discussion  even  than  the 
vexed  question  of  the  landfall  of  Cabot  in  North  America  ard  New- 
foundland. Passing  over  tlie  voyages  of  the  NurLhmen,  which  the 
Danish  clironicles  state  were  in  AD.  770  and  the  Icelandic  chronicles  in 
A.D.  982,  we  come  to  the  whaling  voya^ies  of  the  hardy  Biscayans 
in  the  North  Atlantic  in  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  centuries.  It  is 
alleged  that  on  one  of  these  exjieditions  in  1470  they  discovered  and 
fished  at  Labrador.  One  such  story  is  given  by  Navarrete.^  It  is  quite 
probable  that  these  daiing  whalei-s  from  Northern  Spain  in  pursuit  of 
their  dangerous  avocation  sailed  as  far  west  as  Greenland,  but  considex*- 
ing  the  vague  and  uncertain  geographical  knowledge  of  the  middle  ages, 
it  is  morethan  probable  that  Greenland,  a  shadowy  country  then,  only 
dimly  known,  was  mistaken  for  Labrador.     The  old  sailors  of  that  age 


'  The  part  of  Labrador  belonging  to 
Newfoundland  is  defined  lis  extending  from 
Hudson's  Straits  to  a  line  to  be  drawn  due 
north  and  south  from  Anse  Sablon  to  (he 
52°  of  north  latitude.  This  division  is  very 
unsatisfactory  and  uncertain.      The  correct 


mode  of  dividing  Labrador  would  be  tw  carry 
the  dividing  line  due  north  from  Anse  Sablon 
to  the  height  of  land,  and  then  to  continue 
along  the  natural  boundary  to  Ungava  Bay. 

2  See  The  Basque  Fishery,  p.  47. 
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trusted  entirely  to  a  good  look-out ;  their  latitude  was  generally  several 
degrees  wrong,  their  longitude  equally  vague  ;  they  relied  on  their  keen 
observation — the  compa'- :,  the  run  of  the  ship,  and  the  sign  of  birds.  On 
Cartier's  celebrated  voyages  it  was  the  vast  numbers  of  great  auk  and 
penguins  off  our  coasts  that  led  him  into  the  land.     Against  the  very 
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VALL8  OF  THE  BAOLB  BIVEK. 

iftom  a  drawing  by  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  W.  Gran, 


dubious  claims  of  the  Basques  we  have  some  hard,  unanswerable  facts. 
Juan  de  la  Cosa,'  a  Basque,  whose  map  was  made  in  1.500,  shows  New- 
foundland as  just  discovered  by  the  English.  Would  such  an  experienced 
Biscayan  navigator  ignore  the  claims  of  his  counirynien  if  they 
really  had  found  Labrador  and  North  America  ?     Again,  there  are  no 

'  See  p.  13,  and  note  Juan  du  la  Cosa. 
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Biscayan  papers  to  support  such  a  discovery ;  on  tlie  contrary,  tlie  records 
of  San  Sebastian'  prove  that  the  voyages  of  the  Biscayans  to  New- 
foundland and  Labrador  began  from  1525  to  1541,  Reliance  has  been 
placed  on  the  use  of  the  word  "  Baccalao  "  in  the  account  of  Cabot's 
voyage,  but  this  was  an  ordinary  trade  word  in  general  use  at  tliat 
period ;  the  cod  fisliery  was  pursued  by  Biscayans  and  English,  centuries 
before  the  discovery  of  America. 

As  a  further  confirmation  that  the  English  and  not  tl)e  Biscayans 
discovered  Labrador,  in  the  Spanish  official  maps  of  1529,  made  by 
Diego  Ribero,  the  great  cosmographer  of  the  "  Casa  de  Contiatacion  " 
of  Seville,  we  read,  "  Tierra  de  Labrador :  esta  tierra  descubrieron  los 
"  Ingleses,  no  hay  en  ella  ccsa  de  provecho  " — "  Labrador,  this  land 
"  was  discovered  by  the  English,  nothing  in  it  of  any  value  " :  and  in 
another  by  "  los  Ingleses  de  la  villa  de  Bristol  "— "  the  English  from 
"  the  town  of  Bristol." 

The  claims  of  the  Bretons  to  be  the  first  discoverers  of  Labrador 
rest  also  on  v.igue  trarlition,  unsupported  at  the  present  time  by 
historical  documents  ;  1504  is  the  earliest  date  at  which  their  presence 
cnn  be  proved  in  the  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  fishery.  In  the 
absence  of  any  authpntic  evidence  to  the  contrary  we  must  therefore 
ascribe  the  discovery  of  southern  Labrador  to  John  Cabot  in  1498. 
There  may  have  been  earlier  discoveries,  but  so  far  his  claim  is  tl, : 
only  one  that  now  rests  on  recoi-ded  unimpeachable  testimony.  It  has 
been  argued  that  John  Cabot's  landfall  of  1497  must  have  been 
Labrador,  because  he  speaks  of  the  white  bears.  At  the  time  of  the 
discovery  of  North  America,  the  range  of  the  white  bear  and  the  walrus 
extended  far  up  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence;  the  walrus  bred  at  the 
Magdalen  Islands  as  late  as  1770.2  Parmenius,  in  his  letter  to 
Hakluyt  in  1583,  mentions  the  white  bears  in  Newfoundland. 

Whilst  the  French  and  Portuguese  in  the  sixteenth  century  fished 
..bout  the  Straits  of  Belle  Isle,  the  English  carried  on  their  fishing 
further  north.  TIjc  clearest  proof  of  the  presence  of  the  diflferent 
nationalities  on  the  Labrador  shores  is  shown  by  the  nomenclature  of 
the  coast ;  whilst  the  occupation  ^f  the  Straits  is  proved  by  the  French 
names,  on  the  northern  portions  of  this  most  extensive  territoiy  all  the 
names  are  exclusively  English. 

The  origin  of  the  name  "  Labrador  "  is  obscure ;  it  is  stated  to  have 
been  given  by  the  Portuguese  on  Cortereal's  expeditions,  as  designating 
the   hardy  Indian   slaves  brought  home  to  Portugal,    whom  the  king 


•  See  pages  43  Hnd  44. 


»  See  p.  336. 
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stated  were  the  best  libourers — " Labradores " — he  had  ever  seen.  Some 
writers  have  stated  that  these  slaves  were  Eskimos,  but  the  description 
given  of  thern  "  as  tall  and  well  formed  "  shows  plainly  that  they  must 
have  been  either  Montagnais  or  Mic  Macs,  the  Eskimos  being  a 
remarkably  low-sized,  thick- set  race.  The  designation  Labrador  is  sup- 
posed by  other  writers  to  have  been  derived  from  a  Basque  or  Navarrese 
vessel,  "  La  Bradore."  Now,  as  the  hai'dy  Basques  did  not  frequent  the 
North  American  coast  until  forty  years  after  the  known  expeditions  of 
English,  French,  and  Portuguese,  and  as  Navarre  at  the  end  of  the 
fifteenth  century  was  an  inland  province,  we  may  dismiss  the  Navarrese 
and  Basque  legends  as  ])urely  romantic.  We  have  the  first  attempt  at 
an  explanation  of  the  word  in  the  Wolfenbiittel  Map  B.  of  1530,  of 
Sevillian  origin ;  the  inscription  on  Labrador,  after  referring  to  its 
discovery  by  Bristol  men,  adds,  "  And  as  the  one  who  first  sighted 
"  the  land  was  a  farmer  of  the  Azores,  they  gave  it  the  name  of 
"  Labrador." 

The  early  navigators,  though  shrewd  observers,  were  not  ethno- 
logists ;  all  the  savage  tribes  were  simply  barbarous  people  in  their 
eyes  ;  they  discovered,  howevei",  that  one  race — the  Eskimos — were 
persecuted  by  all  the  rest.  In  the  sixteentli  century  the  Eskimos  are 
said  to  have  numbere<l  seventy  thousand ;  probably  at  present  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  there  are  not  five  thousand  of  i'  oir  nation 
remaining. 

The  Eskimos  are  the  most  remarkable  people  in  North  America ; 
the  most  interesting  to  the  ethnologist,  distinct  from  all  other  savage 
tribes  on  the  American  continent  in  appearance,  manners,  customs, 
stature,  and  habitat.  This  extraordinaiy  race  of  Mongolians,  remnant 
of  one  of  the  great  primitive  stocks  tliat  peopled  tiie  world,  has  spread 
over  five  thousand  miles  of  coast-line  from  Asia  to  Labrador ;  one  in 
language,  customs,  weapons,  and  occupation,  the  Tuski  on  the  Asiatic 
side  of  Behring's  Sti'aits  being  as  veritable  Eskimos  as  the  settlers  at 
HopeJale,  Labi'ador. 

Linko  divides  the  Eskimos  into  seven  groups: — 1,  the  East  Green- 
landers,  very  few  in  number;  2,  the  West  Greciilanders,  mostly 
civilised ;  8,  the  Northern  Groenlandei's,  the  Arctic  Highlanders  of  Ross, 
who  all  live  north  of  the  Melville  Bay  glaciei-s  in  the  arctic  regions,  a 
pure,  primitive  race ;  4,  the  Labrador  Eskimos,  mostly  civilised  ;  5,  the 
Eskimos  extending  from  Cape  Chidley  to  Hudson's  Bay  and  beyond 
Mackenzie's  liiver,  heathen  ;  G,  the  Western  Eskimos,  extending  from 
Barter  Island  to  the  Pacific ;  7,  the  Asiatic  Eskimo,  or  Tuski.  The 
name  Es(iuimaux  is  a  French  corruption  of  the  Abenaki  word  "  Eski- 
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niatsic,"  an  eater  of  raw  flesli.  The  native  name  ic  "  Innnit,"  meaning 
"  the  people."  Eskimo  is  the  Danish  form  of  the  mime,  and  has  now 
quite  supplanted  the  old  French  name,  Esquimaux.  The  old  English 
voyagers  called  them  "  Huskimaws,"  or,  shorter,  "  Huskies." 

The  theory  now  generally  accepted  by  ethnologists  about  the  Eskimos 
is  that  they  are  Mongolians  who,  in  the  remote  ages,  crossed  from  Asia 
to  America.  In  the  enrly  period,  before  Cabot's  discovery,  they  had 
spread  as  far  as  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Newfoundland,  possibly  as  far 
.south  as  Nova  Scotia,  and  perhaps  to  Maine.  There,  says  Crantz,  in  his 
History  of  Greenland,  they  were  first  met  with  in  the  elevt-nth  century 
by  the  Icelandic  discoverers  of  Wineland.  When  they  were  compelled 
to  evacuate  these  possessions  by  the  hostility  of  the  North-Amcriiian 
Indians,  they  receiled  to  the  Arctic  regions,  and  ci'ossed  over  from 
Labrador  to  Greenland.  Eskimo  tradition  all  points  to  this  fact,  that 
Greenland  was  peopled  by  their  race  from  I.abrador,  not  Labrador  from 
Greenland ;  there  is  also  very  distinct  tradition  amongst  their  tribes  of 
the  arrival  of  the  Northmen  in  Greenland. 

From  the  fifteenth  century  up  to  the  time  of  Sir  Hugh  Palliser  in 
17G4,  there  is  clear  proof  that  the  Eskimos  frequently  visited  New- 
foundland. Their  object  in  crossing  the  Straits  every  season  was  to 
procure  a  special  kind  of  wood  for  the  making  of  arrows,  and  to  kill 
deer  and  other  game,  then  marvellously  abundant  in  Newfoundland. 
They  seem  also  to  have  had  friendly  intercourse  with  the  Red  Indians, 
as  amoncst  the  Beothic  remains  is  the  well-known  Eskimo  lamp. 
Pallisei',  in  his  prejudice  against  the  French,  accuses  his  Gallic  neighbours 
of  having  invited  these  savages  over  to  Newfoundland  and  preju'liced 
them  against  the  English.^  This  was  quite  true  as  regards  all  the  other 
Indians — Montagnais,  Nascopees,  Mic  Macs,  Algonquins — whom  the 
French  excited  against  our  countrymen  tdl  over  North  America.  Tlie 
Eskimos,  however,  were  always  opposed  to  the  French.  There  was  a 
ceitain  amount  of  trade  carried  on  between  the  French  and  the 
savages  about  the  Straits  of  Belle  Isle,  including  to  some  extent  the 
Eskimos,  but  the  lecords  show  that  from  the  very  first  the  French 
joined  with  their  enemies,  and  thereby  earned  the  deadly  hatred  of  these 
relentless  savages.  v 

There  are  many  traces  of  the  Eskimos  and  their  wars  with  the 
American  Indians  along  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  as  far  as  Anticosti. 
The  Eskimos  held  their  ground  against  all  comei"s  until  the  French 
joined  their  enemies,  and  put  firearms  into  the  hands  of  the  Montagnais. 
At  Esquimaux  Island,  near  St.  Paul's,  a  great  battle  M'as  fought  about 
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J  640;  the  French  and  the  Mountaineers  and  Nascopees  drove  the 
Eskimos  from  their  entrenched  camp,  the  remains  of  which  are  still 
visible,  composed  of  stones  and  turf.  About  a  thousand  are  said  to  have 
been  killed  in  this  battle ;  humun  bones  in  innumerable  quantities  lie 
scattered  over  the  island.    In  revenge  for  their  defeat  the  Eskimos  made 
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From  Dr.  Packard's  Labrador. 

frequent  raids  on  the  French  rooms  on  both  sides  of  the  Straits  of 
Belle  Isle.  It  is  quite  probable,  knowing  as  we  do  now  the  dire 
hostility  botween  the  French  and  tlie  Eskimos,  that  the  murder  of  the 
French  fishermen  related  by  Kirke'  was  really  committed  by  Eskimos, 
and  not  by  our  Newfoundland  Red  Indians.  The  teacliing  of  the 
Moravians,  and   the   good   influences  of  I.ucas  and  Cartwright,  scon 
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pacified  these  cruel  barbarians ;  they  are  nov  p.s  quiet  and  as  peaceable 
a  race  as  exists  in  the  world. 

Tlie  yearly  life  of  the  civilised  Eskii  los  of  Labrador  is  thus 
described  by  Dr.  K.  R.  Koch,  who  spent  thirteen  months  on  the 
coast : — 


"  During  the  summer,  and  especially  in  the  hunting  season,  that  is  from  Ivliiy 
to  December,  the  Eskimo.s  with  their  families  are  scattered  ahmg  the  shore  at 
their  different  fishing  places.  After  the  men  return  in  May  from  the  reindeer 
hunting,  they  take  their  whole  families  with  them  to  the  islands  lying  near  the 
seashore  to  hunt  seals.  On  their  return  to  the  Northern  Seas  the  seals  follow  the 
outside  edge  of  the  drift  ice,  and  the  hunters  are  often  obliged  to  drive  far  out  in 
their  dog-sledges  to  reach  the  seals'  course.  Hence  they  wait  wllli  their  wives  and 
children  upon  the  outer  islands  until  the  coast  ice  has  left  the  bays  and  straits 
between  the  islands;  this  takes  place  about  the  last  of  June.  Then  they  hasten 
back  in  their  k.iyaks  to  the  stations  where  they  have  passed  the  winter  months 
in  order  to  prepare  their  large  sail-boats,  which  are 
generally  purchased  from  the  Newfoundland  fisher- 
men. With  these  they  fetch  their  families,  which 
have  in  the  meantime  remained  at  the  spring  fishing 
grounds,  and  go  trout-fishing  in  the  inlet'  on  the 
river  courses.  Then  follows,  from  three  to  four  weeks, 
the  season  of  the  cod-fishery.'  ....  In  autumn 
the  season  of  the  reindeer  hunting  again  returns. 
From  November  until  Christmas  the  Eskimo  is 
employed  at  the  seal  fishery,  catching  them  in  nets, 
or  killing  them  in  their  kayaks  through  the  thin  ice. 
This  work  is  exceeding  tiresome  and  dangerous. 
.  .  .  .  About  Christmas  time  all  the  Eskimos, 
with  their  families,  assemble  in  their  winter  houses 
at  the  various  Mission  stations.  Now  comes  the  time 
for  the  children's  schooling  and  the  season  of  rest 
and  religious  duties  for  the  older  yjersons.     ..." 

ESKIMO  BOT. 

The  Eskimos  have  extraord  inary  memories ; 
they  know  well   by  heart  the  usual  Church 

tunes.  Through  close  personal  contt\ct  with  the  Moravian  missionaries 
they  try  to  gain  information  regarding  European  customs.  Every 
Sunday  afternoon  they  are  allowed  to  come  to  the  jMissioi;  luuses, 
w'hcre  illustrated  papers  which  have  been  sent  as  presents  are 
shown  to  them.  They  are  specially  attracted  by  music.  The 
harmonium  used  in  the  Church  service  is  played  by  tliem,  and 
the  organ  is  accompanied  by  a  small  orchestra,  likewise  composed  of 
natives. 


'  The  cod-fishery  is  purstU'd  in  large  bouts 
wliich  the  Eskimos  purolmsf  from  the  Xew- 
<ouiidhiii(I  fishermi'ii.  It  is  stiiteil  that  prior 
to  lH(i4  the  uatives  bad  uo  suil-bouts  except 
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one  larjje  schooner  hailt  by  themselves  lit 
HopediHe.  Tliey  are  now,  however,  leiirninjr 
to  Imild  boiits,  all  constraoted  on  the  ohl 
NuwfouiuUund  inudul, 
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Tlie  Moi-avian  Brothien,  or  "  Unitas  Fratrinn,"  comprise  a  small 
religious  body  whose  origin  dates  back  to  1457.  At  the  present  time  it 
is  divided  into  three  provinces,  German,  English,  and  American,  each 
nnder  its  own  synod,  but  all  governed  by  a  general  body,  "VA'hich  meets 
at  Herrnhut,  Germany,  every  ten  years.  Thi.s  most  estimable  body  of 
Christians,  nuiiil)ering  at  the  present  day  about  fifty  thousand,  is 
8[)ecially  remurkable  for  the  great  success  of  its  missionary  efibrts  in 
Asia,  Africa,  and  America. 

The  history  of  the  efforts  made  by  the  Moravian  Brethren  to  evangelize 
the  Eskimos  forms  one  of  the  most  remarkable  episodes  in  the  anna's  of 
Christian  missions.  Tliese  devoted  servants  of  God  bi'aved  all  the 
perils  and  privations  of  savage  life  in  the  Arctic  regions  of  Labrador ; 
heroic  soldiers  of  the  Cross,  they  faced  death  in  order  to  win  the  souls  of 
these  poor  benighted  heathen.  The  Eskimos  had  been  so  hunted  and 
persecuted  by  tiie  other  Indian  tribes  and  Europeans,  that  in  their  mad 
fury  of  revenge,  their  hand  was  turned  against  every  white  man. 

The  first  attempt  of  the  Moravians  to  found  a  mission  to  tlie 
Labrador  Eskimos  was  made  in  1752.  Christian  Erhart,  a  Dutch 
member  of  the  brotherhood,  witli  a  boat's  crew  of  five  men,  landed  in 
July  of  that  j'ear  in  Nisbet's  Haven  ;^  all  the  comf)any  were  cruelly 
murdered  by  the  savage  Eskimos.  The  next  effort  was  mad'  by 
Jans  Haven,  in  1764,"  who  arrived  in  St.  John's  in  May  of  that  year ; 
he  had  to  meet  with  many  vexatious  delays  before  he  was  finally  landed 
on  the  Labrador  Coast ;  the  fear  of  the  savage  Eskimos  was  so  great 
that  no  one  would  sen<l  a  ship  or  venture  amongst  them  ;  finally  he  was 
conveyed  in  one  of  the  English  men-of-war,  and  landed  at  Chateau  Bay. 
Here  he  found  no  signs  of  an  Eskimo  populatit»n  ;  later  in  the  season, 
however,  he  was  taken  to  Quirpon,  wheie  he  first  met  the  natives. 
"  On  the  4th  September  17G4,  was  the  happy  day,"  he  writes,  "when  I 
"  saw  an  Esquimo  arrive  in  the  harbour.  I  lan  to  meet  him."  He 
addressed  liim  in  Greenlandic ;  Haven  had  bean  stationed  for  some  years 
amongst  the  Eskimos  in  Greenland,  and  had  learned  Eskimo.  TJio 
Eskimo  was  astoni.shed  to  hear  a  European  speak  his  language,  and 
ans\\ered  back  in  Ijroken  French.  The  next  day  Haven  met  thirteen 
Eskimos.  On  July  17,  1705,  Haven  and  three  companions  landed  at 
Chateau  Bay.  Haven  and  Schlotzer  went  north,  Drachart  and 
John  Hill  remained,  and  had  intercourse  with  several  hundred  Eskimos 
for  about  a  month.  The  early  labours  of  the  missionaries  Avere  very  nmch 
interrupted  by  the  quarrels  and  fights  between  the  traders,  especially 


''  f 


'  Nisbet's  Iliirbour  is  marked  in  Rfichers      or  Nisbet's  Harbour,  1J'.')2,"  and  lies   a  few 
iMup  of  Kortheru  Labrador  as  "  Tord's  Hight,       miles  south  of  Capo  Ailik. 

»  See  ante,  p.  332. 
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the  New  Englandois,  and  the  natives.  Tlie  first  mission  nt  Nain  was 
founded  in  1771;  Okak,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  north  of  Nain, 
was  established  in  1775,  Jlopedale  in  1782,  Hebron  in  1(S30,  Zoar  in 
18U5,  and  Ranmh,  the  most  nortliern  station,  in  1871. 

Besides  attending  to  the  sjjiritual  wants  of  the  Eskimo,  tlie 
Moravians  have  done  much  to  improve  their  condition  in  other  ways. 
Instead  of  miserable  huts  and  kayaks,  they  now  have  wooden  houses  and 
boats  on  the  European  model ;  they  are  not  wealthy,  nor  even  well  fed, 
nccording  to  our  standard,  but  they  never  now  suffer  from  actual 
privation ;  the  missionaries,  in  a  patriarchal 
way,  not  only  managing  and  controlling  their 
religion  and  education,  but  also  all  tlieir  trade 
and  business.  Notwithstanding  the  verj'^  able 
manngement  of  the  brethren,  the  missions  ar« 
not  self-supporting.  About  twenty  thousand 
dollars  a  year  are  leceived  fiom  the  parent 
society  to  carry  on  their  work  at  Labrador. 
The  principal  station  and  head-iiuarters  of  the 
Moravian  Brethren  is  at  Nain,  whei-e  they 
have  substantially  -  built  premises,  well  laid 
out  gardens,  &c.  ;  from  six  to  eight  mis- 
sionaries suj)erintend  their  woik  here.  Their 
other  stations  are  Hopedale,  with  si.x:  mission- 
aries ;  Zoar,  two;  Hebron,  four;  Okak,  four ;  and  Ramah,  two.  The 
missionaries  are  all  well-educated,  earnest  men  ;  considering  the  dreary 
field  of  their  labour,  the  isolation,  privations,  and  hardships  they 
necessarily  undergo  in  carrying  out  their  laborious  work,  even  the 
prejudiced  observer  must  acknowledge  that  oidy  the  highest  Christian 
motive  of  self-devotion,  and  earnest  zeal  for  the  conveision  of  the 
heathen,  could  induce  these  men  to  labour  so  abundantly,  both  in  torrid 
Africa  and  arctic  Labrador.  The  most  rabid  opponents  of  Christian 
missions  are  unanimous  in  tlieir  praises  of  the  Moravians. 

It  has  been  aigued,  and  with  some  show  of  I'eason,  that  civilizing 
the  Eskimos,  means  destroying  their  virtues  and  self-reliance  as  a  savage 
race;  it  is,  alas,  only  too  true  that  they  are  a  decaying  race,  but  the  same 
may  be  said  of  the  lieathen  Eskimos  of  the  further  north,  they  ai"e  also 
fast  decreasing ;  the  absence  of  game  and  the  terrible  vicissitudes  of  the 
Arctic  climate  is  decimating  the  Arctic  Highlanders  more  .surely  than 
civilization  is  killing  out  their  Greenland  and  Labrador  brethren. 

The  great  opponents  and  life-long  enemies  of  the  Eskimos,  the 
Montagnais    and  Nascopees,  have   always    been  hunters.       With  their 
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families  they  wander  all  over  the  vast  peninsula  of  Labrador,  shooting 
and  trapping.  The  cariboo,  their  principal  supply  of  food,  is  yearly 
diminishing;  starvntion,  whiskey,  and  the  contagious  diseases  of  the 
whites  have  so  decimated  tiiese  hnrdy  tribes,  that  now  only  a  few 
hundred  poor  degraded  savages  represent  this  once  flourishing  branch  of 
tlie  fierce  Algonquin  race. 
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In  the  Dictionary  of  Commerce,  by  Lewis  Roberts,  printed  in 
London,  1688,  there  is  an  account  of  the  French  Settlement  of  Brest, 
afterwards  Bradore,  in  the  Straits  of  Belle  Isle.     "  It  was,"  he  says, 

"  the  chief  town  of  New 
"  France,  the  residence  of 
"  the  Governor,  Almoner, 
"  and  other  public  officers ; 
"  the  French  draw  from 
"  thence  large  quantities 
"  of  baccalao,  whale  fins, 
"  and  train  [oil],  together 
"  with  castor  [beaver]  and 
"  other  valuable  furs." 
It  is  computed  that  it 
contained  two  hundred 
houses  and  a  thousand 
inhabitants  in  winter.'- 
About  1600,  Brest  began 
to  decay.  In  1 630  a  grant 
"  en  seigneurie  "  of  four 
leagues  of  the  coast 
embracing  the  town  was  granted  to  a  Seigneur  Courtemande.  After 
the  conquest  of  Canada  by  the  English,  Bradore  and  the  surrounding 
coast  west  was  monopolised  by  a  company  in  Quebec  known  as  "  the 
Labrador  Company." 

From  about  1545  to  about  1700  Ba,sque  whalers  and  cod-fishers  in 
considerable  numbers  frequented  the  Straits  and  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence. 
The  western  end  of  Belle  Isle  Straits,  where  it  widens  out  into  the  Gulf 
of  St.  Lawrence,  is  marked  on  the  old  maps  as  the  "  Grand  Bay  "  ;  here 
the  Biscayans  at  first  had  Brest  as  their  headquarters  ;  their  rendezvous, 
however,  for  general  convoy  to  Spain  was  always  at  St.  John's  for  the 
first  half   of    the  sixteenth  century.      After  the  Armada  year  they 


A  MODERN   MOUNTAISEEU  INDIAN. 

Jfler  a  photograph  by  H.  G.  Bryant, 


'  The  remains  of  works  at  Bradore  are 
still  tr.icea1)le,  though  all  the  buildingB  have 
long  since  dipappearetl.    The  settlement  was 


deserted  by  the  French  early  in  the  seven- 
teenth century,  ou  account  of  the  hostility  of 
the  Eskimo  and  the  'lucay  of  the  fur  trade. 
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consorted  more  with  the  French ;  fisliiiig  at  first  about  St.  Pierre  and 
Fortune  Bay,  they  gradually  advanced  round  by  the  west  const  up  to 
the  Straits.  From  a  very  early  period,  probably  to  keep  away  from 
the  turbulent  English,  the  French  fished  on  the  north-east  coast  of 
Newfoundland  from  White  Bay  to  Quirpon,  called  by  them  "  Le  Petit 
Nord,"  and  in  the  straits  of  Belle  Isle.  From  Bonne  Esperunce  to  (^apo 
Charles  was  about  the  extent  of  their  fishing  operations,  and  within 
this  limit  oidy  are  French  names. 

The  first  authentic  account  of  a  settled  English  Liil)rador  fishery 
occurs  after  the  peace  of  1763,  when  Labrador  and  Aiiticosti  wens 
annexed  to  Newfoundland.  Prior  to  that  date  a  few  English 
green  fish  catchers,  traders  and  furriers  from  L(jwer  Canada,  and 
New  Englanders  had  been  doing  a  desultory  sort  of  business  on 
the  coast ;  there  were  few,  if  any,  settlers  between  the  Straits  and 
Hamilton  Inlet ;  probably  a  score  or  two  of  white  men  and  "  courricrs 
du  bois  "  had  intermarried  with  the  Indians,  and  carx'ied  on  a  salnmn 
and  winter  seal  fishery.  Governor  Palliser  ^  made  regulations  for  the 
Labrador  tisViery  to  be  carried  on  as  a  ship  fishery,  and  to,  protect  Englisli 
interests  he  built  Fort  Pitt  in  Chateau  Bay,  and  garrisonc<l  it  with  an 
oflficer  and  soldiers.  Through  tlie  opposition  of  the  Canadians  and  New 
Englanders,  who  then  frequented  the  coast,  Labrador  was  taken  away 
from  the  jurisdiction  of  Newfoundland  and  placed  again  under  Cauadiiin 
rule  in  1774  by  the  Quebec  Act  (14  Geo.  III.  cap.  Ixxxiii.). 


"  the 


In  1820,  according  to  the  estimate  of  Captain  Hercules  Robinson, 
R.N.,  five  hundred  and  thirty  sail  of  American  vessels,  with  a  few  sloops 
and  brigs,  employing  five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirtj'-  men,  caught 
five  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  quintals  of  fish,  whilst  the  whole  catch 
of  English  fishermen  at  Labrador  was  at  the  same  time  only  one  hundred 
and  thirty-four  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty  quintals.  The  trade, 
indeed,  had  attained  vei'y  considei'able  dimensions  prior  to  the  war  of 
1812,  and  Sabine's  statement,  that  Ameiican  fishermen  and  traders  did 
not  frequent  the  Labrador  shores  before  1794,  appears  very  doubtful. 
We  gather  from  our  Records  that  American  whalers  and  traders  visited 
the  coast,  and  were  of  a  very  lawless,  troublesome  disposition,  even  prior 
to  1760.  It  Avas  a  common  thing  at  that  period  to  combine  whaling 
fishing  and  trading  for  furs  in  one  adventure ;  the  ubiquitous  New 
Englander  had  his  market  in  our  northern  outports  as  early  as  1698, 
not  long  after  the  formation  of  the  settlements  of  Fogo  and  Twillingate  ; 
the  Slades  and  other  merchants  of  Fogo  and  Twillingate  sent  trading  and 


'  See  p.  324. 
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fisliiiiff  vensols  to  Lalnador :  in  1770  wo  have  ati  anlluiiitic  aocount  of 
tlicHO  voynfjos ;  it  appears  very  iinprobalilti,  tluMt't'itro,  tiiat  tlio  ontorpriHing 
New  Erij^laiideiH,  hearinjjf  all  about  tlu!  Labrador  From  Nt'wI'omidlandfrN, 
did  not  aI«o  push  their  operations  inti)  this  new  and  fruitful  Held  of 
adventure. 

Many  years  before  the  formation  of  Enj,disli  ('staI)liH]iinei.ts  at 
Labrador  (such  a.s  Noble  and  rinstin's  at  Temple  Bay  about  17liH, 
Nicholas  Dai'by's  at  Ca])e  Charles  in  17*)7,  and  Cartwri>,dit's  at  the  same 
place  in  1770),  the  Newfoundland  merchants  sei  t  tisliinif  ships  to 
Labrador.  Newmans,  Hunter,  and  tlu;  Slades  from  Twillinifate  and 
Fo;:o  were  am(in''>t  tlie  eirliest  adventurers  in  this  new  business.  Their 
operations  were  confined  to  the  coast  between  the  Straits  and  ('ape 
Chai'les.  North  of  this  thei'e  was  perjietual  dan;^er  from  the  Moun- 
tiineers  and  Eskimos,  The  Fi-ench  excited  (he  Indians  a<,M,inst  the 
English,  and  latterly  gave  the  ^lountaineers  liicarins,  with  which  they 
watred  a  relentless  war  against  the  Eskimo.^  Tliis  trade  did  not 
comiiietice  luitil  after  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  170;^- 

The  most  full  and  accurate  information  about  I-abrador  from  1770 
is  attbrded  us  by  the  ponderous  diary  of  Cartwright.  The  gallant 
major  used  very  humane  measures  towards  the  Indians,  both  Eskimos 
and  IVrountaineers,  com|iletely  won  their  confidence,  and  did  a  large 
traile  with  them.  Until  Caitwright's  and  Lucas's  friendly  intercoiirso 
with  them,  they  were  accounted  the  n  ost  savage  tribe  on  the  whole 
American  continent.  Cartwright  appears  to  have  succeeded  in  winning 
the  attachment  of  both  Mountaineers  and  Eskimos  to  the  English. 
Before  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  he  expounded  his  ])lans 
for  overcoming  the  hostility  of  the  Red  Indians  of  Newfoundland.  In 
his  testimony  he  mentions  his  .succ.^ssl'ul  elToits  to  promote  amicable 
rcdations  with  the  savages  on  the  Labrador  coast.  It  is  largely  due  to 
his  humane  efforts  and  the  ministry  of  tlie  l\Ioravian  missionaries  that 
both  Mountaineers  and  Eskimos  became  friemlly  to  Europeans. 


» 


'  Si-i'  p.  .'127,  Pjillisor's  li-tfi  r  to  Govpriiov 
Peiniird  ot  MaHsauluisftts.  At  P'ortfiin  olil 
i*t'ltU'iK  point  out  tlu'  liiUtk'fit'ld  of  tlio  f;rf;it 
fiiiht  hftwf'Mi  till'  Kskiinos  iinil  Moiitiigiiais; 
till!  I'oiiiitiy  iironiul  is  strewi'd  with  flint 
cliip]iiiigs.  It  i'i  a  tniditioii  that  the  >[oun- 
taiiicers  dcscfiidod  on  tlie  coast  at  this  point, 
lind  hi'ii-  occuiTtd  tlin  great  strnirgh'  hftwecii 
the  Ilij'hlaiidors  and  I^owhiiiders  of  Labiador. 


and  I'inson's  vessels,  llojir  niid  Avne,  on  a 
fisliing  v.)vage  from  Dartrnoiitli  and  Water- 
ford  to  Temple  Hav,  Lahruilor  ;  on  the  13th 
of  Angusi  the  American  privateer  JMhiiTra 
ca])tiired  both  vessels.  iS'oMo  and  I'inson's 
master,  .\st"iek,  said  tliere  iveie  no  settle- 
ments at  Jjahrador  hut  those  belonging  to  the 
|iiaintitTs.  Tliis  was  not  correct,  as  l.'artwright 
and    Darby  had    a    tishing    establishment   at 


The    JiOwianders    were    beaten    and    driven       ("ape    Charles,    beginning     1707.        French, 


nh. 


Nolil 


Kewnniii,  and  llniiler  were  called  to  prove 
-The  case  of  the  practice  of  the  Labrador  trade.  In  his 
Xoble  etal. '•.  Keiinoway,  an  action  on  a  policy  judjjmeiit.  I.in-d  Mansfield  said,  ".'Since  the 
of  insurance,  tried  belbre  Lord  .Xhmsfielil  in  Treaty  of  I'aris  (17(11)  a  new  tr;>dc  has  been 
1780,    arose    on*    of   the   capture    of    Noble 
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Ono  of  tlio  moHt  remarkaltio  books  ever  written  is  "  A  Journal  of 
"  Transactions  an<l  EvontH  during  a  Residence  of  neaily  Sixteen  Yt-ars 
"  on  tlie  Coast  of  LnJjrador."  by  (Jeorgo  Cartwri^rht.  He  was  lH>rn  \7'V-). 
After  serving  in  the  army  he  came  out  to  New  found!. ind  with  his 
brother,  John  Cartwrinht,  U.N.,  first  lieutenant  of  H.M.S.  GiwrnwiJ, 
under  Sir  Hugh  Palliser,  in  17(50  John  Cartwright  was  sent  to  try 
and  make  peace  with  tlie  Red  Indians,  and  had  coinniaii<l  of  a  Ninall 
schooner;  George  accompanied  liini  on  tliese  trips.  He  came  out  a;.;ain 
to  Newfoundland  with  his  brother  in  17()H,  In  March  1770  he.eiitered 
into  partnership  with  a  Lieutenant  Luraw,  and  Perkins  and  Cogldan  of 
Bristol,  to  carry  on  business  at  Labrador  under  the  firm  of  Perkins, 
Coghlan,  Cart  Wright,  and  Luuiis.  Their  objects  were  two-fold  :  to  trade 
and  promote  friendly  intercourse  witli  the  savage  E-kimo.s.  In  17(17, 
Nicholas  Darby,  of  Bristol,  father  of  the  celebrated  Mr.s,  Robinson,  liad 
an  establishment  at  Cape  Charles ;  three  of  his  men  were  murdered  by 
the  Indians,  and  ho  hud  in  consequence  abandoned  ttie  post.  This 
was  the  first  place  Cartwright  took  possession  of  in  1770.  Lucas,  who 
had  previi  -^ly  lived  at  Cape  Charles  with  Darb)',had  taken  an  Eskimo 
woman  to  ngl.ind  about  1708,  and  liad  learned  the  language  from  her, 
and  had  brought  her  back  again.  On  his  cruise  up  the  Liibrador  ct*st 
in  1770  Lucas  made  friends  with  an  Eskimo  family,  and  brought  them  to 
Cape  Charles,  where  tliey  lived  the  first  winter  with  Cartwright;  by  tni.i 
means  friendly  intercourse  was  opened  with  the  wliolo  tril)e,  who  were 
afterwards  on  the  best  terms  with  the  English,  and  especially  friendly 
wilh  the  major,  wlio  invariably  treated  them  kindly  and  honestly. 
In  1772  he  brought  two  Eskimo  families  to  England,  who  were  pre- 
sented to  the  King,  «nd  created  great  excitement  in  London ;  all  died 
in  England  of  small-pox,  except  one  woman. 

The  gallant  Major's  journal  is  in  three  large  volumes ;  all  the 
incidents  in  his  career  are  told  with  the  utmost  frankness.  His  only 
rivals  in  the  Labrador  business,  the  only  other  firm  having  establish- 
ments of  any  importance  on  the  whole  dreary  coast  of  Labrador,  weie 
Noble  and  Pinson's,  of  Temple  Bay.  The  two  houses  were  always  at 
war;  no  language  is  too  strong  for  Cartwright  to  use  towards  his  hated 
rivals ;  in  vituperation  Cartwright  coulu  give  points  even  to  a  local 
editor.  Every  day's  work  and  every  animal  killed  is  noted  in  th's 
immense  diary ;  even  the  most  inveterate  sjjortsmau  would  tire  a  little 
after  perusing  sixteen  years  of  this  daily  work  of  slaughter.  Cartwright 
was  an  honest,  upright  man,  but  a  total  failure  in  business  ;  his  interest  in 
sport  and  his  love  of  natural  history  were  far  keener  than  his  attentio'.i 
to  codfish  and  seals.  He  met  with  great  losses  ;  the  worst  of  all  was  the 
pluudermg  of  all  his  possessions,  ships,  servants,  stores,  fish  oils,  and 
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skins  by  tliat  "  lying  rascal  John  Grimes,"  commander  of  the  jn-ivateer 
Minerva,  of  Boston,  mounting  twenty  nine-pounders  and  manned  by  one 
hundred  and  sixty  men.  One  of  his  own  servants,"  that  villain  Dominiek 
Kinnien,"  as  ho  Cidls  him,  piloted  them  and  joined  the  privateer's  crew 
with  his  six  men.  Poor  Cattwriglit  lost  £14,000  ;  he  would  have  made  a 
clear  profit  of  £1,500  upon  the  year's  transaction.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  Cartwri;^ht  did  immense  service  in  reconciling  the  Eskimos 


OEUROE  CAUT\v::;(iirr. 
From  an  engraving  in  his  Journal, 

to  English  rule ;  his  treatment  of  thes^  savage  tribes  was  uniformly 
kind  and  considerate ;  his  honouriil)le  and  straightforward  transactions 
won  their  complete  confidence.  He  was  a  curious  anomaly ;  whilst 
I'rankly  immoral,  ho  was  at  the  same  time  most  regular  in  his  religious 
devotions ;  his  ruling  passion  was  the  love  of  sport.  Latterly  he 
removed    froai    Cape    Charle.s    and     founded     the     establishmenc     at 
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Cartwright,  Sandwich  Bay,  now  occupied  by  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company.^  Cartwright,  in  his  diary,  mentions  the  presence  of  the 
Moravian  missionaries  on  the  Labrador,  but  he  attached  very  little 
im|)ortance  to  their  devoted  labours. 

The  more  rigid  proceedings  of  English  and  French  naval  officei's 
after  1783  against  the  ship  fishermen  on  the  norlh-e.ist  and  west  coast 
so  harassed  our  tracio's  that  they  beg«n  to  extend  their  operations  oa 
the  Labrador  coast,  and.  about  the  same  time,  from  17^3  to  1800,  Jersey 
houses  commenced  business  at  Blann  Sablon,  Forteau,  and  other  places 
in   tlie    Straits.     In    the   petition    to   the   Governor   of  NewfoundhiTid 
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ST.  FRANCIS  UARBOUH   IN   1857. 

from  a  ilrawing  by  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  W.  Gray. 

De  Q  ucttvilie  "^  sots  out  the  price  he  had  paid  for  his  room  at  Blanc 
Sablon  (now  owned  by  Job  Brothers,  and  under  the  able  management 
of  the  Hon.  S.  Blandford).  About  this  period  also  other  West-count; y 
houses,  besides  Noble  &  Pinson,  commenced  business  at  Lance  a-Loup, 
Grady,  and  Henley  Hai-bour.     In  1813  Sir  Richard  G.  Keats  appointed 


'  Cartwright  sold  to  Hunt  &  llenly,  from 
whom  the  Hudson  Hay  Company  purchased 
their  present  estahlishmeut. 

-  In  our  Kecords  of  1813  there  is  a  letter 
fruin  De  Quettvilie  to  Governor  Keats  uhout 
his  fishing  estahlishnients  at  Foiteau  and 
D.auc  SabloD.    lu  17H4  two  vessels  were  sent 


there  hy  Pointestre  &  Kohinson.  Forteau 
Ure'it  Room  and  Admiral's  Point  were  houiiht 
by  Thomas  Falle  and  Ue  Quettvilie  in  17H5; 
in  1802  De  Quettvilie  bought  both  rooms, 
Forteau  and  Bliinc  Sablon,  for  .4:75.5  sterling. 
The  Jersey  house  of  It'ibin  began  their  fishing 
operations  at  Cape  Breton  in  17t)(). 
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Pinson,  of  Temple  Buy,  and  Sainuel  Prowse,  of  Cape  Charles,  justices  of 
i  he  peace  for  the  Labrador ;  it  was  the  first  attempt  to  create  courts  of 
justice  on  this  desolate  coast. 

Planters  from  Conception  Bay  were  amongst  the  first  pioneers  in 
this  ^leat  tislier}'  ;  to  day  the  contingent  from  Harbour  Grace, 
Carlionear,  Brigus,  Bay  Roberts,  Port  de  Grave,  Harbour  Main,  Holy- 
rood,  Bonavista,  Twillin;4ate,  and  Fogo  form  the  bulk  of  the  Newfound- 
L'ukI  ti-hermen  on  the  Labrador  coast.  Ye.n*  bj^  year  enterprising 
Newfoundlanders  have  extended  their  operations  farther  and  farther 
up  the  coast  towards  Cape  Chidley. 

The  expansion  of  the  English  fishery  at,  Labrador  began  about  the 
middle  of  the  eighteenth  century  ;  for  the  first  [)eiiod  it  was  confined 
to  the  Straits  and  Cape  Charles  ;  Cartwright  was  the  first  Englishman 
to  extend  hi-j  operations  to  the  settlement  now  beai  ing  his  name. 
The  next  extension  was  from  Caj)e  Charles  to  Seal 
Islands  bv  ureen  fish  catchers.  Tlie  third  move 
forward  was  to  Spotted  Island  and  Sandwich  Bay. 
The  fourth  was  from  Spotted  Island  to  Grosewater 
Bay.  Settlers  in  all  cases  fbl'owed  in  the  wake  uf 
the  green  fish  cafccdxei  s.  Mr.  Charles  Cozens,  of  Brigus, 
about  1850,  was  the  first  trader  who  adventured  as 
far  as  Indian  HTarbour.  Thomas  Brown.  Downer,  and 
Wade,  of  Conception  Harbour,  were  the  most  ad- 
venturous of  these  later  green  fi'sh  catchei  s,  and  were 
the  first  to  go  north  of  the  Moravian  settlements. 
Spracklin's,  at  Cape  Harrigan,  a  dealer  of  Messrs.  JoV/s, 
is  to-day  the  most  northe'ii  fishing  e>tabli-hment  occupied  by  New- 
foundlanders. Downer  had  fished  at  Nach vak  for  twelve  yeai-s,  and  Wade 
had  been  to  Iron  Strand  below  Kclipse  Harliour  for  several  seasons. 

1'hirty  years  ago  ^Ir.  Nathan  Norman's  estalilishment  at  Indian 
Harbour,  now  owned  by  Job  Brothers,  was  the  most  northern  of  the 
Newfoundland  establishments,  though  a  few  schooners  from  Hol^rood 
anil  Harbour  Main  soon  afcer  ventured  to  fish  farther  up  the  coast. 
Today  Newfoundland  fishing  extends  far  beycmd,  and  la.'.t  summer  the 
Hon.  S.  Blandl'ord  in  t'le  steamer  ^i^imivl  explonMl  and  fished  as  far 
north  as  Cape  Chidley.^ 

In  tlie  oUh-n  times,  planters,  with  their  families  and  household  belong- 
ings, including  tiieir  dogs  and  goats,  used  annually  to  trajisport  themselves 
to  the  Lab  -^dor  for  the  fishing  season.  Until  within  r,he  last  few  yeais 
all  this  immense  traffic  was  carried  on  by  sailing  vessels,  im  stiv  small 

'  Cupe  Cliidli'v,  ciillc'l  iit'tiT  •'Till'  wov-  county  of  Pi'voii,  Es(|iiiii',  dii'.'f  ))roiiioti'r  mm  I 
sliiliful  Mr.  John  Chidley,  of  ChidWy,  in  tlie       general  of  an  expedition  to  Chili  in  138U." 


T.   R.  JOll,   K3(J. 
Si/  S.  II.  I'avsuiis. 
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schooners ;  there  was  overcrowding,  and  a  gx'eat  want  of  proper 
accommodation  for  the  women ;  to-day,  thanks  to  Mr.  Rofi;erson  and  his 
Bill  regulating  the  Labrador  pas.senger  traffic,  and  also  to  the  more 
general  use  of  steaineis,  the  emigration  of  our  hardy  fisher  folks  to 
Labrador  is  conducted  in  a  saft- r,  more  orderly,  and  more  decent  way ;  a 
voyage  in  a  planter's  vessel  to  and  from  Labrador  even  now,  however,  is 
not  exactly  luxurious  travelling. 

I  have  a  lively  remembrance  of  one  episode  in  this  Labrador 
emigration.  All  the  first  three  weeks  of  November  18GS  there  Avas 
terrible  anxiety  in  Brigus  about  Wdliam  John  Rabbit's  brig.  Hunter; 
she  was  known  to  be  an  old  vessel,  and  was  much  over  due.  Everyone 
had  faith  in  William  John,  but  iiis  coming  was  long  delayed.  All  day 
long  the  distracted  r^-latives  strained  tlieir  eyes  for  a  vision  of  the 
Hunter  commg  up  the  Bay.  The  vessel  was  sli<  rt-lianded  and  lull  of 
women  and  children.  By  many  she  was  given  up  for  lost ;  women 
went  about  wringing  their  hands,  weeping  and  wailing  a  id  lamenting 
for  the  dead.  One  morning  I  was  awakened  by  an  unusual  noise  and 
disturbance  in  the  settlement ;  it  was  just  daylight.  As  I  peered  through 
the  window  I  saw  a  bare-headed  fellow,  with  his  garments  loose  about 
him,  mad  as  an  Indi.-.n  Fakir,  rus-hing  through  the  streets,  shouting  at 
the  top  of  his  voice,  "  The  Havter  is  coining  !  The  Hunter  is  comin<' !  " 

The  shout  electrified  Brigus;  women  and  men  half  dressed,  wild 
with  intense  excitement,  i-ushed  out  to  see  her  ;  and  in  a  short  time  the 
battered  old  brig  was  seen  slowly  coming  round  the  point ;  her  sails 
hung  about  her  loose  and  ragged,  her  old  gear  was  weather-!  eaten  and 
dilapidated,  her  stumpy  spars  bore  only  her  topsails;  but  what  ]oy  \ 
what  intoxication  of  delight  I  that  clumsy  old  vessel  brouglit  to  Bri^'us 
on  that  fine  sunny  November  morning. 

With  many  others  I  went  on  board  the  Hunter,  and  as  long  as  I  live 
I  shall  never  foi-get  the  scene — the  women  and  children,  goats,  pigs,  and 
dogs,  crowdeil  in  her  hold.  After  seeing  and  smelling,  I  believe  I  can 
now  form  an  idea  of  the  horrors  of  the  middle  passage,  and  the  odours 
and  sufferings  of  the  chained  negroes  in  the  slaver's  hold. 

For  many  years  past  the  Xewf(mndland  Government  has  sent  down  a 
doctor  each  season  to  visit  the  Labraiior  residents;  valiialde  medical 
assistance  has  also  been  given  by  the  surgeons  of  the  English  men-of- 
war,  who  perioilically  visit  a  portion  of  the  coast.  It  has  long  been 
felt  that  more  sh.onld  be  done  for  the  health  and  cijmfort  of  this  large 
population,  scattered  over  such  an  exten-ive  coast ;  the  colcuial  doctor 
and  the  man-of-war  surgeoa's  calls  were  like  angels'  visits,  very  few  ami 
tar  between.  All  this  mis'^rable  state  of  affairs  has  now  been  remeditd 
to  a  large  extent  by  the  operation  of  the  Deep  Sei  Missitm. 
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For  the  following  acrount  of  the  inception  and  work  of  the  mission, 
I  am  imlebte'l  to  the  superintendent,  Wil'^'ed  T.  Grenfeil,  ]\I.R.C.S. : — • 

In  1891  Mr.  F.  S.  Hopwood,  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  England,  and  a 
member  of  the  council  of  the  above  missinn,  passed  through  St.  John's 
Newfoundland,  on  his  wav  from  Canada.  Here  he  was  convinced  that 
the  exigencies  and  privation.«  of  the  Labratlor  fisher  folk  constituted  a 
clear  call  on  the  society  to  extend  their  medical  and  mission  work  to  the 
poor  British  toilers  of  the  sea  on  dreary  Labrador.  On  his  return  to 
England  the  council  of  the  Society  adopted  his  suggestion,  and  in  1892 
appointed  their  superintendent,  W'ilfred  T.  Grenfeil,  to  fit  out  one  of 
their  vessels  for  a  trans-Atlantic  voyage  and  proceed  to  Labrador,  in 
order  that  tliey  might  be  better  informed  about  this  claim  on  their 
resources.  Accordingly,  in  June  1<S92,  their  ho.spitul  vessel  Albert 
sailed  from  Great  Yanuoutli  (England),  with  a  crew  of  nine  men  and 
tlie  doctor  on  board.  A  considerable  sum  was  spent  in  alterations  and 
outfit,  tlie  largest  item  being  the  .sheathing  of  the  vessel's  bows  with 
hard  wood  to  protect  her  from  the  ice.  In  twenty-one  days  she  arrived 
at  St.  John's,  where  a  jiilot  was  provided  for  her  by  the  >«'ewfoundland 
Go>  eminent,  and  a  week  later  she  made  a  landfall  at  Domino  on  the 
east  coast  of  Labrador. 

The  Albert  is  a  ketch  of  ninety-seven  tons 
register,  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  tons  gross 
measurement,  and  was  built  as  a  sister  ship  to 
the  mission's  first  hospital  ves.sel  Queen  Victoria. 
She  was  named  by  permission  of  Her  M;ijesty, 
who  is  patron  of  the  mission,  and  has  from  the 
first  taken  a  deep  interest  in  its  charitable  work, 
and  been  a  constant  sub.sctiber  to  its  funds. 

The  Albert  remained  three  months  on  the 
coast  visiting  the  settlements  as  far  north  as 
Hopedale  (Mcjravian  mission  station),  and  as 
far  south  as  Red  Bay  in  the  Straits  of  Belle  Isle. 
On  the  return  to  St.  John's  a  careful  report  was 

drawn  up  by  the  superintendent  ami  read  to  a  meeting  of  merchants 
iiud  planters  called  by  his  Excellency  Sir  Terence  O'Brien,  K.C.M.G., 
Governor  of  Newfoundland,  i*t  Government  House. 

It  was  explained  that  the  mission  was  neither  sectarian  nor  political, 
but  simply  a  philanthropic  work,  aiming  at  alleviating  the  condition 
of  the  poor  Labrador  fishermen  and  their  families,  and  preaching  the 
Gospel.  At  the  clo.se  of  the  met;ting  it  was  decided  to  raise  funds  to 
bfild  two  hospitals  on  the  cmst:  a  house  ready  built  was  presented  by 
Mr.  Walter  Baine  Grieve,  at  Battle  Harbour,  to  serve  as  the  first.     The 
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Society  in  June  1893  sent  out  the  Albert  a  second  time,  with  a  nurse 
and  doctor  for  each  hospital ;  also  a  small  steam  launch  called  tlie 
Princess  May  was  provided  by  the  mission  to  enable  the  superintendent 
to  visit  as  many  intermediate  stations  iis  possible.  Indian  Harbour,  at 
the  entrance  of  Hamilton  Inlet,  was  chosen  for  the  site  of  the  second 
hospital.  The  Report  for  1893,  given  in  the  Appendix,  shows  the 
progress  of  this  good  work.  During  the  year  there  were  only  two 
deaths  in  the  liospitals,  one  more  patient  died  at  Battle  Harboui",  and 
another  soon  after  reaching  St,  John's. 

At  the  close  of  the  season  of  1893,  two  of  the  doctors,  Grenfell  and 
Bobardt,  viiiited  Canada  in  order  to  endeavour  to  raise  an  interest  nnd 
gain  funds  for  the  mission  in  the  Dominion.  They  were  eminently 
successful.  A  branch  of  the  society  was  formtd  in  Halifax,  N.S., 
where  nun^bers  of  Canadian  vessels  fishing  in  the  gulf  and  off  the 
Labrador  coast  come  for  supplies.  A  second  branch  of  the  society  was 
formed  in  Montreal.  Here  Sir  Donald  A.  Smith,  K.C.M.G.,  who  in  early 
life  had  spent  several  years  in  the  Hudson  Bay  Company's  service,  at 
North  West  River,  Hamilton  Inlet,  presented  the  mission  with  a  suitable 
steam  yacht,  seventy-eight  feet  long,  fourteen  feet  beam,  which  was 
adapted  and  fitted  out  for  the  special  work  she  has  now  to  perform. 
Sir  Donald  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  success  of  the  mission ;  he  h«s 
not  only  given  the  yacht  to  the  society,,  but  also  a  handsome  yearly 
contribution  towards  the  expenses  of  running  the  steamer. 

Besides  this  noble  charity.  Lady  O'Brien,  the  most  benevolent  and 
kind-hearted  wife  of  our  esteemed  Governor,  each  season  sends  down 
boxes  of  clothing  to  the  more  distressed  inhabitants  of  the  Labrador : 
these  gifts  are  generally  distributed  by  tlie  captains  of  the  English  men- 
of-war.  For  several  yeara  some  benevolent  ladies  in  Portland  Maine, 
headed  by  Mr.  James  Phinney  Baxter,  have  sent  to  the  Moravian 
missions  a  large  stock  of  warm  clothing  for  the  Eskimos. 

Terra  Novian  Labrador  bears  a  very  marked  resemblance  to  Xorway 
in  the  deep  indentation  of  its  coast  line ;  the  celebrated  Norwegian  fiords 
with  their  beetling  cliffs  and  grand  picturesque  coast  scenery,  beloved  of 
artists  and  tourists,  have  almost  their  exact  counterpart  in  the  deep 
inlets  of  Northern  Labrador.  The  island  zone  of  the  Norwegian  coast 
commences  just  below  the  arctic  circle  ;  so  in  a  corresponding  manner  the 
very  remarkable  insular  portion  of  Labrador  begins  well  to  the  North. 
From  St.  Lewis  Sound  to  Spotted  Islands  the  coast  line  is  nearly  due  north 
and  south;  with  few  exceptions  there  are  no  islands  oft' the  coast  in  this 
distance  ;  as  soon,  however,  as  the  coast  line  trends  to  the  north-west, 
islands  become  numerous  and  continually  increase  in  numbers  and  extend 
until  Cape  Mugford  is  reached ;  from  Cape  Mugford   to  Cape  Chidley 
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the  coast  line  and  the  islaml-studded  ocean  forms  a  lahyiinth  of  arclii- 
pelagos  and  deep  fioi-ds.  From  tlie  mouth  of  these  deep  indentations  of 
the  coast  to  the  far-otf  rni'ks  and  islets,  there  is  an  estim  ited  depth  all 
along  this  portion  of  I-aWrador  of  not  less  than  twenty  miles.  Outs'de 
of  this  island  zone  for  thirty  miles  are  valualile  fishing  b  inks,  and  otl' 
from  these  a^jain  at  a  distance  variously  estimated  at  from  one  hundied 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  are  other  banks,  tlie  feeding  ground  of 
innumerable  cod,  corresponding  to  the  great  banks  off  Newlbinidland. 

Professor  Hind  states  that  there  are  extensive  banks  lying  off'  the 
shore  all  along  this  northern  part  of  Jiabrador.  Captain  Blandford 
believes,  from  the  niunber  of  stranded  icebergs  seen  on  his  voyage  of 
discovery,  that  those  banks  are  at  least  thirty  miles  off  from  the  archi- 
pelago of  islands  tliat  fringe  the  coast  north  from  the  Bull  Dog  Islands 
to  Cape  Chidley.  This  portion  of  the  coast  has  never  been  properly 
surveyed,  and  when  fully  laid  down  in  a  chart, 
Captain  Blandford  believes  the  islands  and  fioi-.ls 
will  be  found  very  ditierently  situated  from  the  pre- 
sent vague  idea  of  coast  line.  It  is  calculated  that  the 
codfishing  grounds  on  this  vast  Northern  Labrador 
are  ccpial  in  extent  to  the  whole  area  of  our  Island's 
coast  fishery  ;  to  a  large  extent  it  is  a  terra  incognita, 
but  from  the  information  already  obtained  it  would 
appear  to  afford  in  the  future  an  almost  indefinite 
extension  of  our  fishery. 

I  am  indebted  to  Captain  the  Hon.  Samuel 
Blandford  for  a  very  interesting  account  of  his  ex- 
ploring trip  to  Cape  Chidley  in  1803.  He  started 
from  Blanc  Sablon  on  the  1st  of  August,  in  the  s.s.  Xlmrod,  with  a  crew 
of  forty- five  men,  ten  trap  boats,  five  traps,  and  four  cod  seines  ;  on 
the  6th  August  he  arrived  at  Nachvak  Bay.  Tiiis  l:)ay  he  describes  as 
a  long  inlet,  about  a  mile  wide,  ami  fifteen  miles  deep,  the  land  on 
both  sides  being  precipitous,  ris'n'.^  to  the  height  of  about  three  thousand 
feet ;  it  is  indented  with  coves,  some  of  which  have  a  strand  ;  at  its 
head  it  divides  into  two  arms  ;  into  the  north-west  bi-anch  a  large  brook 
pours  its  waters;  tlie  land  is  l(»\ver  here  than  in  any  otlier  part  of 
Nachvak  ;  there  is  a  large  trout  fishery  at  the  mouth  of  the  brook. 
Captain  Blandford  describes  the  bay  as  resembling  one  of  the  romantic 
fiords  of  Norway,  with  deep  watdr  and  toweritig  cliffs.  An  enterprising 
Newfoundlander,  Captain  DowMer,  master  of  the  schooner  Laddie, 
belonging  to  Mr.  Scott,  of  Fogo,  has  frequented  this  remote  spot  for  the 
past  ten  years.  There  is  a  Hudson's  Bay  post  at  Nachvak.  Fish 
struck  in,  and  in  three  days  Captain  Blandford  secured  three  hundred 
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qtiintiils  ;  five  other  Newfoundland  schooners  came  in  whilst  the  Ni7nrod 
was  at  Nachvak.  On  the  I7th  of  August,  in  the  evening,  In  arrived 
off  the  Kickkertaksoak  Islands,  south  of  the  bill  of  Cape  Cliidley, 
Here  the  current  runs  «t  the  rate  of  six  knots;  the  steamer  was  heailod 
to  the  south-west,  and  about  seven  miles  from  Cape  Cliidley  the 
Captain  found  a  beautiful  land-locked  port  which  he  named  "  Blaiidford 
Harbour";  ivioving  on  again,  he  ftaind  another  commodious  port  abnut 
half  a  mile  inside  of  Kickkertaksoak  Islands,  which  lie  named  after 
Sir  T.  N.  O'Brien.  There  were  plenty  of  codfish  here,  but  the  terrible 
race  of  the  tide  and  the  danger  to  his  traps  from  floating  ice  induocMl 
him  to  move  further  towards  the  Ca})e  ;  south  of  Cape  Chidley  he 
foiuid  a  harbimr  which,  in  compliirient  to  his  owners,  he  nauied 
"  La<]y  Job  Harbour."  Captain  Blandford  describes  th's  northern  haven 
as  a  beautiful  land-locked  port;  there  wns  just  room  for  the 
s.s.  Ximrod  to  swing.  "  For  the  month  I  was  there,"  he  says,  "  we  could 
"  only  see  the  sun  at  three  o'clock,  when  it  then  crossed  a  notch  in  the 
"  hills  which  are  about  three  thousand  feet  higli,  witli  absolutely  per- 
"  pendicular  cliffs  rising  sheer  out  of  the  water;  so  high  was  the 
"  surrounding  land,  and  so  completely  was  the  little  port  sheltered  from 
"  the  breezes,  that  we  could  never  tell  in  the  harbour  how  the  wind  was 
"  blowing."  Inside  the  Openigevik  Islands  lies  a  narrow  channel 
leaihng  into  Hudson's  Straits ;  nowhere  is  it  more  than  a  mile  and  a 
half  wide,  and  the  tide  rushes  through  this  narrow  passage  at  a  fearful 
rate  ;  the  master  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company's  steamer  Eric  has  been 
offered  a  large  sum  to  navigate  tfiis  channel,  as  it  would  consideral)lv 
shorten  the  passage  to  Hudson's  Straits,  but  as  the  vessel  would  not 
steer,  he  did  not  dare  to  run  the  risk.  I  have  a  very  strong  idea  that 
the  intrepid  Blandford  with  his  bold  Newfoundland  crew  will  somehow 
get  through  this  strait  and  solve  the  pr(dilein  of  its  difficult  navigation. 
The  captain  believes  that  there  is  good  cod  fishing  around  both  the 
Button  Islands  and  Eesolution  Island  in  Hudson's  Straits  :  he  intends 
to  fully  investigate  all  the  extensive  fishing  grounds  in  this  high 
northern  latitude. 

Lal)iador  is  a  truly  extraordinary  country,  but  probably  the  most 
remarkable  peculiarity  of  the  great  Arctic  Peninsula,  so  sparsely  occupied 
by  humanity,  is  the  Labrador  Post;  twice  during  the  winter,  which 
extends  from  1st  December  to  1st  June,  a  mail  is  carried  each  w^ay 
from  Quebec  to  Ungava  in  Hudson's  Straits.  Possibly  in  Sib;  ria  there 
may  be  long  and  difficult  postal  communication,  but  I  doubt  if  there  is 
in  all  the  world  a  longer  or  more  dangerous  mail  route  for  men  and  dojjs 
than  the  course  of  the  Labrador  mail  of  nearly  two  thousand  miles  of 
land  travel. 
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This  unic[no  postal  route  commenct's  at  liirsiniis,  iiboiit  «>no  hutidred 
and  tilt}'  miles  Itelow  Qneboo,  luul  coiuu'ctt'il  with  the  lower  Ciuuulian 
capital  by  highways.  Next  the  mail  man  on  snow  shoes  and  comatik 
takes  the  letteis  to  Mingan,  ami  from  Mingun  to  Escjuimanx  Point.  At 
Es(|uimaux  Point  the  Bonne  Esperance  mail  man  delivers  the  up  .  lil 
for  Quebec,  and  receives  the  down  mail  for  Noitbern  Labrador.  From 
Es(|uimaux  Point  the  route  ""les  by  Nataslit|uan,  a  distance  of  a  hundred 
miles,  and  from  Nata^lupian  to  Bonne  Es|ieranc(!,  over  Auffustine  and 
Shecatica  Bays,  the  moat  difficult  parts  of  the  coast.  In  extremely  dry 
cold  weather  the  traveller  may  be  lucky  enough  to  get  along  tlie  frozen 
coast   line,   but   generally   theie    are    breaks    in  the  weather,  and  the 


^•7. 


/p}'  y.'t.'      ,     y..,.  '  .i^  y  ^j'- :}*■■>•'  „. 


.t)'. 


■■M. 


—  -f  I  I  ; 


Jul'' 


^ 


ipn!t;h:^;  h'-^-'- 


ir'^'^'^fMif-'-'":'''-'-^ 


UATTLE   IIARIIOUU   IX   1S,")7. 

From  a  ilraifiixj  by  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  W.  Gray. 

unfortunate  courier  has  to  climb  over  the  mountains  and  morasses  of 
the  back  country.  The  whole  distance  from  Bersimis  to  Bonne 
Esperance  is  seven  hundred  and  fifty  miles.  From  Bonne  Esperance 
to  Blanc  Sablon,  the  western  limit  of  Canadian  Labrador,  a 
special  carrier  conveys  the  mail  to  Long  Point.  The  mail  route  from 
Bersimis  to  Bonne  Esperance  is  difficult,  and  from  Natashquan  to  the 
western  end  of  the  line  is  ppecially  tiresome  and  troublesome  to  the  mail 
man,  but  this  course  is  easy,  civilised,  and  commonplace  compared  with 
the  carriage  of  the  mails  to  the  frozen  north.  From  Blanc  Sablon,  the 
first  carrier  takes  the  mail  to  Battle  Harbour,  from  Battle  Harbour 
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anotlier  postmnn  carries  it  a  stage  fiiitlier  to  Spal  Islands,  and  another 
from  Soal  Isluntls  to  Rigoulett«»  in  Hamilton  Inlet. 

Tho  Caniidiait  mail  route  ends  at  Lon;;  Point,  n»Mir  HIane  SaMon  ; 
from  this  place  to  RiL^oulctte,  Hamilton  liilt't,  is  a  Newfoundland  j.ostal 
route.  From  lligmdette  on  to  the  furthest,  northern  post  otHce  at  Fort 
Chinnnn,  a  He.dson  Bay  Company's  station,  the  iiinils  are  conveyed  in 
charge  of  the  Coniiiiiiiy's  men.  From  l{ij;nulette  the  next  staj^es  forward 
are  Sta^  Bay  and  Davis  Island.  At  Davis  Island  Mr.  John  Ford 
takvs  charge  of  tho  mail  to  Un^'avii  an<l  the  noitliern  Hudson  Bay  posts; 
here  the  most  ditHeult  part  of  this  extraordinary  jKwtal  journey  Ite^ins, 
Mr.  Ford,  formerly  mana!,'<'r  of  the  Hudson  Bay  post  at  Nachvak,  now 
in  ehar<,'e  of  the  Hudson  Bay  (-innpnny's  post  at  (ieor^'>'s  lliver, 
rii^ava  Bay,  takes  the  mail  from  Davis  Iidet  across  Labrador  to  Fort 
Chinuno,  Un<^ava  Buy.  From  (}eorj,'e's  River 
twice  durinj^  the  Labrador  winter,  with  his  team 
of  dojijs  and  two  hardy  Eakimo.s,  he  runs  this 
perilous  post  over  an  immense  barren  wilderness. 
Tho  stajjfes  are  so  lonjf,  inhabitants  so  few,  that 
the  three  darinj^  postmen  have  to  trust  to  snow 
houses  and  the  wonderful  .'«leeping  bajifs  of  the 
Hudson  Bay  travellers.  They  must  brave  all  tlui 
cold  of  an  Arctic  winter,  all  the  horrors  of  a 
blizzard  from  the  icy  north,  blindinn;  ami  cutting,' 
like  a  razor,  the  sh^rt  Arctic  tlay,  the  long,  cold, 
dreary  Arctic  nij^ht.  The  ordinary  post  is  such 
an  importpnt  ingredient  in  our  daily  existence 
that  lift^  would  hardly  .seem  worth  living  without 

the  iiitercoui'se  with  our  loved  ones  ;  but,  after  all.  the  post  in  civilised 
countries  is  a  connuonplace,  every-day  occurrence.  Every  trip  of  the 
Labrador  postmen  is  an  adventure,  every  journey  is  a  daring  exploit.  The 
letters  are  carried  over  two  thousand  miles  of  wilderness,  in  peril  of  the 
lives  of  men.  The  postman  is  always  a  welcome  visitor  to  our  homes,  but 
to  the  Frozen  North  the  arrival  of  the  mailman's  comitik  is  the  event  of 
tho  season,  the  mailcarrier  the  hero  of  adventure,  his  advent  the  one 
pleasant  break  in  the  dreary  monotony  of  the  ])oor,  isolated  settleis'  lives. 

I  am  indebted  to  J.  O.  Fraser,  Postmaster-General  of  New- 
foundland, for  tlie  following  information  al)out  the  Labrador  post  in 
snnimer.  This  mail  service  to  the  Labrador  is  performed  by  steamers 
of  a  superior  clnss.  Leaving  St.  John's  generally  in  the  first  week  in 
July,  tlie  boats  call  at — 

Harbour  Grace,  thence  to  Flower's  Cove  or  Nameless  Cove,  Lanse-an-Loup, 
Blanc  Sablon,  Bonne  Esporanco  and  Salmon  River,  thence  going  North,  calling 
at  Bonne  Esperance,  Blanc  Sablon,  Fortean,  Lause-au-Loup,  and  Red  Bay. 
/    p.  2729.  Q  Q 
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N.ll.  lull  Itiiv  \\{\\,  iil'li'i'  IliK  IIi'mI  li'i|i,  lio  llio  SiiiilliKrh  i<<rtiiiiiirrt  n?  llm 
l.iil'riiiltU'  mIi'miiii'i'm  roiilii.  iinil  I|i>'  (mimmImI  hli'iiiiinr,  Ii'm\  Iiil;  St.  .IoIiu'm  'riii>nilii\ , 
>ImI_v  '  't|l,  will  riMiiiri'l  Willi  l|ii<  liiilii'iiildi'  jldiil  lit/  lliiil  pliiiMi  Oh  Ml'  iiliiiiil.  Ilii) 
I'llnl  .Inlv,  mill  Infliiii-iillv  (lim'iil'li'r. 

(loiiiu:  Noi'lli.  lU'ici'  lonviiiu;  Hcd  lliiy,  llin  r<>llow;iii^  purlM  will  Im  chIIimI  uI, 
vir.,;  -("liiili'iiii  unit  llcnlov  llurlMiiir,  ii//(ic/iii/( /(/.  ( 'liii'iiicv  'I'lcklo,  ('ii|ii>  ( 'Imi  Ich, 
Ammi/iim  lliirlioiif.  il.il(li<  IIhiImiiii-,  SpKiir  llniiii.iir,  M(n'lii:>iiliinx.  Krinn'in  lliifl>inir, 
Kisliinif  Sliips  lliirlioiir,  Sniiiifi'  ImIiiihI,  jii'iul  IhIhikI,  Siuui;  lliirlpuiir,  N't-iiiMim 
Isliuid,  IIoIsIci'm  KiM'k,  I'liiicli  Hmvl,  |l;illi'iiii,  Dumiiio,  Iniliiiii  Tii'lili',  Oniilv, 
l<ii|i^  ImiiiiiiI,  Ptiik's  lliirliiiiii-,  liiiliaii  IIiiiImiiii',  Sinnky  'I'icklo,  \\  hilit  |li<iki'M, 
Ivillilv  lliirlmiir,  lldllnii,  ( 'Mp<<  1  liiniMiui,  l(iiirK<'tl  li^liniilM,  Ailiilivirk,  liiiiiK  Tick  In, 
Miuiiioi'k'w  ImImiiiI.  'riiriui\  it'k  IsImiiiIh,  \\  inmu'M  lliii'lioiit',  rnnuliMK,  I  li>|irilMli>, 
Fimiiv's  linil"'Mr,  iVii /)(.(,)/(,  (n'.i  /..i/.cji,  h'rr  nlKiir  hi  iiulx.  oinl  Uaiimli.  'rotlin  IuhI, 
lour  ports  (Milv  I  \m>  I  rips  w  ill  lio  iiiiulc,  on  wliicli  orcuMioii  llivltlo  llarlMMir  will  Im 
tlu>  Soiitlu'in  (i'riiiiiiii><. 

K'otiiiiiiiuv  Soiiili.  stiMiiiiiT  will  cull  III.  SpnickliirH  lulmul,  Ciipn  I liirri^nii, 
Piwis's  lull!,  ^/iis/  liiji  I'lilii),  I''iiiiiiv'm  1  liilli  hii-,  I  lopi-diili',  Miillii.,  I'iiiikUmi', 
W'iiisor's  llorlioiir,  'ruiiiuvick  IhIiiiuIs,  lliick,  Miicovick,  I  roii  Itoiiiiil  IhImikI,  lioiit^ 
'I'lcklc,  AiiiiMvick,  Iviii'ucil  Islaiiils,  (!iipo  1  liirrisoii,  Sloop  Cove,  TinkcrV  I  liii'liitiit' 
{first  liro  trii'x),  llolloii,  Kiiiily  lliulioiir,  W'liitc  IIciu'm.  Smoky  'I'icklc,  liiiliiiii 
llurlioiiv,  Ivivjoiilcttc,  liuliiiii  IsIuiuIm,  I'lick-'s  I  liirlMiiiriiiiil  I  lulcpcinlcnl  (hZ/id'hk/c///), 
("llrlw^l^lll,  lioiifj  l>liiiul,  (irmly,  liuliiiii  'I'icklc,  Doiiiiiio,  llliick  Tickle,  Itullciiil, 
rmich  Mowl.S(>i»l  Isliiiids,  Holster's  Knck,  N'eiiisoii  Isliiiid,  Sinii?  Iliii'lionr,  |)e(ul 
IsliMid,  Si|Uiiie  Islimd.  Kisliiiiu;  Ship's  lli>rli(iiii',  Fiiiiicis  lliiilioiii',  ,Mcrcliiiiitiiiinrn 
lliii'liour  [liisl  tiro  (rif<s  onli/),  Mecklriilnirir,  lliillle  lliirlioiir,  Assi/.tis  I  liirlpoiir, 
Ciipe  (,MiurK>s.  (  liiiniicy  Tickle,  ('liiitc;ui,  iiiul  llciilcy  lliirlioiir,  tillcnuitilii,  imd 
Kod  Hny. 

Kin'tnisjtlitly  (rips  .mic  ium(Ii>  tn  luid  IVoiii  tin*  Lnlinnlor  (liiiiiif;  fiHlu'iy 
(MMM;Uions  dii  tln>  consl,  comnuMUMiii;'  on  tlii>  liist,  weok  in  iluly  iiiul 
ciulin  '  nluMit  the  lirst  wcoU  in  Noveiiilu'i-. 
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of  ImIc  yciirs  Liilnatlur  liiis  cM'iled  coiisiilcrMlili'  iiili'i'cst  itinoii^'st 
Aiuerii'jvn  tourists,  and  vaiious  adiniralilt>  woiks  liiivo  lieen  wriUon  l>y 
thesr  advi-ntniMUs  Kopnldiriin  tiavellcrs,  nolalily  Mr.  StcaruH,  and  I  lio 
adniiraMi'  work  id'  I'rolVssor  Packard,  hy  far  tlio  hcsl  laic  woi'k  extant 
oT\  l.al>ra(k>r;  besides  the  vahiahle  inrornialion  it  i-onlains  resju'ctiii},^ 
the  ovidooy  and  natural  history  ot'  the  I'eninsnl;;,  the  author  ha.s  eom- 
piled  ft  most  eonipK'te  hihlioorajihy  ui'  Lalaador,  lor  which  all  lutiiro 
^tiulents  will  M(>>s  his  nieniory. 

AUout  this  oreat  peninsula  there  is  the  "  olaniour  of  the  arctic." 
Tourists,  without  runnino-any  of  the  iniiniiient  perils  of  the  fro/en  North, 
can  enjoy  in  a  suninier  cruise  the  brai'ino-  atmosphere  and  all  the  healthy 
inthiences  of  high  northern  latitiuh's:  t'<  the  s|u)rtsnian,  the  lover  of 
tjrand  coast  sicnery,  and  to  the  adventurous  explorer,  Lahrador  oilers 
nnparalleleii  attractions.  This  o;reatunknown  land  has  very  recently  been 
visited  by  several  parties  of  tourists  both  from  Eno;lanil  and  America. 
The  orroat  attraction  was  the  tremendous  falls  on  the  (!rnnd  llivcr, 
Hamilton  Inlet.     This  oival  natural  curiosity  had  been  dcscriboil,  brielly, 
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lull,  very  corierUy,  liy  .lol":  MeLen.ii,'  an  oninr  (.('  Ilie  lli|(l'<m>  |J;iy 
( 'iiiiiiKiiiy,  wliii  viiil,  •(!  i  in  |M;{!>.  In  ISH7.  Mr  KmikIIi'  I''.  Ilnlnie  nenle  a 
Ix'i'l  at,teni|it  I.I)  niH  li  tlir(«i'anil  l<'alls  wil.li  a  lioiit,  funl  two  inen  ,  lie 
.'•ry  |tliieKily  siinnoiiiii.i'il  Uie  ilil!irnlticM  ol'  rivir  navij^'iil.ion,  iiml 
MMfeinleil  one  iMiMilrel  ami  I'orly  miles,  tinrorl.iiimtely  \n-  had  miM 
(rirJciihileil  1,1,0  iliMtanee,  anil  l.lie  ratliii-e  of  \\t<  pioviaiinH  olili/'eil  him  to 
return  wit.lioiil,  aeeoiii|>liHliii)^f  IiIh  main  oltjeet..  An  account,  ol"  liia 
joiiriiey  wiis  leail  liy  Mi',  iloline  iH'I'oie  the.  If.oyal  ( Jeo/rraphical  ,So(;iet.y, 
ami  eonl,ainei|  miieli  valuahle  iiil'onnatioii.'' 

Two  .siiceeHHrnI  at.l.eiii|il.s  wero  mail<'  in  IS!>I 
l»y  MeasiM.  I'liyant.  ami  Kenantoii,  anil  \>y  t.wo 
Ht.iiileiitH  of  Itiiwiloln  <'olle;,ji',  AnHt,in  ( 'aiey  ami 
.!>.  M.  Cole.  The  l.iti.er  leached  t.le-  litlls  on  the 
l.'llh  /Ui;fiiHt  ;  Mr.  ('arey  iHilpliahed  an  )ie4(aint. 
of  his  joiinicy  in  the  "  l^iilletin  Ame.ieiiii  (Jeo 
f,'ra|»hieal    Society,"  Vol.  xxiv.,  |>.    I.      Theie    has 
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daiif,'er(Hi,4  tri|i  than  the  jiairney  ,it'  the.se  two 
bold  Aiiiericaii  hoys;  without  any  aasistaiice  IViiii 
{guides,  and  with  the  most  slender  re->oiiir(vs,  they 
siinnoniited  every  ohstacle,  a.nd  lina,lly,  a,('tir 
losing'  their  l»oat.  I)y  an  a.ccii|eii(,iil  fire,  they 
descended  the  river  on  a.  ra.lt  of  thfir  own  con- 
stnictioii,    and     arrived     half     ramished     jit     l>.i;;oiilette.       Nothing,'     in 
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on    can    exceed  the    marvellous    iisks   and   hair-laeadtli    e-en.|t.s  tin 


•s(; 


yolin^'  Ktiideiits  went  tliroii;,di  in  ordir  to  a(;(!oin|ilish  tlieii-  olijcct.  liy 
far  the  fullest  and  most  complete  ai^tniint  of  tlie  (jrand  l''iiils  and  of  the 
surrounding  (tountry  lias  heeii  i^iveii  to  the  world  hy  Mr.  Henry  (i. 
Jiiyaiit,  in  his  jKimphli  (,  "  A  .lonrney  to  tla;  (iiand  Kails  of  Ijihrador"; 
Hpace  only  permits  ()i'lii>j  di:.scri])tion  of  one  of  the  ^^'laiidest  watei  falls  of 
the  World. 

"  Si'plfii.i'cr  tiio 'j'lil  wii.s  ;i  iliiy  tri(^ni'inil)l()   ii.-:   maikintf  t'lf  duff!   of  our  nrriviil 
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Hiibliiiiily,  luid  willi  di'liiil,^  not,  t,o  lir  iipiindiiMided  in  tliu  fir.«t iromcnlr  ol'  wondfrin^ 
cciutompIiitii)n.     Fur   up  >-irr;ini   oni;   l/nheld   tlie    Mirt,ont^,  lltM  ry  HiiO.-ry   anil   tim. 
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I'lssistlc-s  power  t'jwards  Ilio  .-tu,;!)  ruck,  wbc'iico  tliey  took  their  wild   loiip   irito  lie' 
deep  pool  li.dow. 

'I'urninv;  to  tin;  very  liri^k  iiiid   lookint?  ov':r.  .ve  puzed   into  ft  woild  of  ini-tn 
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e  eye,  and  litdow  uai'.liiyoiid  'lie  Bcothin;.'  .aldcin  the  river  ap()earoil,  pur<iiiii< 
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its  tiirbnlentciirooi',  pfiflt.  frowniiif^  <'iHV,  !i5i(l  over  miles  of  rapids.  .  .  .  A  mile 
ubin-e  the  main  Icaj)  the  rivei-  is  ii  noble  stream  four  hundred  yards  wide,  already 
tlowiuf;  at  nn  accelerated  speed.  Four  rapi<ls,  marking  auccC'Ssive  depressions  in 
the  river  bed,  intervene  between  this  i)oinl   and  the  Falls.     At  the  first  rapid  the 
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width  of  the  sti'eam  is  not  more  than  seventy-five  yards,  and  from  thence  rajndly 
coatraits  until  reaching  a  point  above  the  escai'pnient  proper,  where  the  entire 
column  of  fleecy  water  is  compressed  within  rocky  banks,  not  more  than  fifty 
yards  apart. 
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"  Here  the  efiect  of  resistless  power  is  extremely  fine ;  tlie  iniiddeiied  waters, 
ST^eeping  downwards  witli  terrific  force,  rise  in  great  surging  billows  high  above 
tlie  encompassing  hanks,  ere  tliev  finally  hnrl  themselves  into  the  gulf  below. 

"  A  great  pillar  of  mist  rises  from  the  spot,  and  numerous  rainbows  span  tho 
watery  abyss,  constantly  forming  and  disappearing  amid  the  clouds  of  spray. 

"  An  iminonso  V(.luine  of  water  precipitates  itself  over  the  rocky  ledge,  and, 
under  favourable  <'onditions,  the  roar  of  the  cataract  can  be  heard  for  twenty  miles. 

"  Below  the  Falls,  the  river  turning  to  the  sontli-east  pursues  its  maddened 
career  for  twenty-five  miles  shut  in  by  vertical  clifl's  of  gneissic  rock,  which  rise  in 
))laces  to  a  heiglit  of  four  hundreil  feet.  The  rocky  banks  above  and  Ijelow  tho 
Falls  are  thickly  wooded  with  fiis  and  spruces,  among  wiiich  the  graceful  form  of 

Copvri'rht,  t8o3,  hy  Tim  (enti-rv  Co. 
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the  white  birch  appears  in  ])laces The  height  of  the  fall  may  bo 

considered  something  more  than  three  hundred  feet.  The  vertical  height  of  the 
chute,  thirty-two  feet;  and  from  the  head  of  the  chute  to  the  surface  of  the  water 

in  the   chasm,  about    three    hundred   and    forty-eight    feet.  'J'ho 

Graud  Falls  of  Labrador,  with  their  grim  environments  of  time  worn,  archaic 
r:)cks,  are  one  of  tlie  scenic  wonders  of  tho  western  world,  and  if  nearer  eivilizatinn 
would  be  visited  by  th'iusands  v,(  travclleis  every  year.  'J'hey  ari"  nearly  twice  as 
high   as  Niagara,  and  are  only   inferior  to   that  marvellous  cataract  in    breadttx 

and  volume  of   water The  Indian  name   for  the  (Irand  Falls — 

I'at-Bcs-che-wan — means  'The  n.nrow  place  where  the  waters  fall.'  Like  the 
native  word  'Niagara,'  'Thunder  of  waters,"  this  Indian  designati(m  coat.iins  a 
poetic  and  descii|)tive  (puility  which  it  would  be  hard  to  improve.'' 
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APPENDIX  TO  CHAPTER  XIX. 


I  •  !:  I' 


I.  Report  of  the  Deep  Sea  Mission  to  Labrador,  1893. 
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At  a  meeting  of  synilJathiscrs  in  the  work 
of  the  "  Mission  to  fX'ep  S«i  Fishermen," 
which  was  held  at  Government  House  on 
Oetohcr  27th,  1892,  His  Kxculleuey  Sir 
Terence  O'Hrien  in  the  chair,  a  resolution 
■wiis  proposed  and  carried  that  a  Coniniittee 
be  formed  for  tlic  purpose  of  co-operating  with 
the  director*  of  the  Dfcp  Sea  Mission,  to 
extend  the  service  by  nrivate  and  Govern- 
ment aid,  and  to  ii>  ite  at  lecst  two 
hospitals,  or  htzarette;:,  on  the  ooast  of 
Labrador,  for  the  benel'  t  .  a'  fishermen 
engaged  on  the  coast. 

On  November  3r«l,  a  secotiJ  '■  rting  was 
held  at  Government  House,  when  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  carried: — "  That  this 
representative  Committee  will  undertuke  to 
provide  two  suitable  buildings  which  maj"  be 
used  as  hospitals  by  the  *  Mission  to  Deep 
Sea  Fi.shermen,'  should  the  Council  of  the 
mission  signify  their  intention  to  continue 
tlieir  operations  on  the  coast  of  Labrador, 
and  this  Committee  will  iK'artily  eo-operate 
iu  any  way  that  the  Council  of  the  society- 
may  suggest." 

A  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  was 
sent  to  Dr.  Grenfell  in  London.  On  February 
14th,  1893,  at  a  meeting  held  at  Government 
House,  a  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  tran'is 
A.  Wood,  secretary  of  tlie  Council  of  the 
"  .Mission  to  Deep  Sea  Fishermen,"  thanking 
the  local  Committee  for  offer  of  assistance, 
and  <t  was  then  resolved  that  a  subscription 
list  be  at  once  opened,  with  a  view  to  obtain 
the  necessary  funds  towards  the  erection  of 
the  hospitals  rtferred  to  and  tc  furnish  the 
sum  of  :V2!H)  sfg.,  as  a  contribution  towards 
the  objects  of  the  Mission. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed 
by  His  Kxcelloncy  Sir  Terence  O'Hrien  as  an 
Kxecutive  Committee  :— Sir  W.  V.Whileway, 
Sir  K.  Thorburn,  Hons.  A.  W.  Harvey  and 
M.  Monroe,  and  Messrs.  W.  B.  (irieve  and 
W.  t".  Job,  who  have  now  the  honour  to 
submit  their  report. 

After  careful  consideration  it  wMsdeeidcd 
by  the  Committee  to  establish  one  of  tlu- 
pioposed  hospitals  at  Battle  HarlMur  aitd  oue 
at  Indian  Harbour. 

At  Hattlullarbonra  very  suitable  building 
■wns  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  (,'omniittee 
by  W.  B.  Grieve,  Esii.,  wliii'h  has  greatly 
assisted  the  work  of  the  Mission,  and  the 
(.;onimittee  would  desire  to  express  tlieir  deep 
sense  of  their  obligation  to  Mr.  Grieve  for  his 
generous  benefaction. 


F'or  the  Indian  Harbour  hospital,  a  new 
and  complete  building  was  erected  after  plans 
sent  out  by  Dr.  Grenfell.  This  building  was 
|)repared  in  St.  Johu's  and  forwardinl  lo 
Indian  Harbour  by  the  S.S.  Windsor  Lake. 
Some  difficulty  was  experienced  and  con- 
sequently delay  in  getting  this  building 
erected,  and  it  was  not  until  late  in  the  season 
that  it  was  in  readiness  to  receive  patients. 

A  subscription  list  was  opened  and 
contributions  solicited,  and  the  amount  of 
§1,385.09  has  been  received  as  donations  to 
tiie  fund. 

Battle  Haubour  Hospital. 

In  addition  to  the  substantial  building 
already  erected,  the  Committee,  under  the 
kind  direction  of  Mr.  Hall,  Messrs.  Baine, 
Johnstone,  &  Co.'s  agent  at  Battle  Harbour, 
have  ex])euded  in  completing  the  hospital  the 
sum  of  §360.00,  and  for  provisions,  bedding, 
and  utensils  for  this  hospital,  a  further  sinn 
of  9280.67,  an  expenditure  in  all  of  §647.67 
on  the  Battle  Harbour  hospital. 

Indian  Habbour  Hospital. 

The  cost  of  the  building,  freight,  and 
erection  was  §1,712.20,  and  thesumof  §341.64 
has  been  expended  in  provisions  and  filings, 
making  a  toti-.l  expenditure  of  §2,053.84  on 
Indian  Harbour  hospital. 

The  council  of  the  "  Deep  Sea  Mission," 
in  order  to  make  the  service  more  complete, 
sent  out  the  fine  steam  launch  Princons 
Mull, '"  which  Dr.  Grenfell  has  been  able  to 
get  over  the  coast  much  more  expeditiously 
than  he  could  have  done  in  the  Allwrt. 

Certain  necessary  ex|)enditure  had  to  be  in- 
curred in  coaling  and  provisitming  the  Priiicvis 
Mail,  and  on  this  an  outlay  has  taken  place  of 
§153.91,  which,  however,  the  Committee  would 
state,  is  outside  the  undertaking  and  objects 
originally  agrtied  upon. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  a  list  of 
outstanding  debts  has  l>een  banded  to  the 
tAimmittee  by  Dr.  Grenfell,  which,  with  the 
wages  of  the  engineer  and  man  engaged  m\ 
ihv  Princess  Mail,  amotmts  to  .$9l)2.0l. 

The  following  is  a  condenswl  statement 
of  the  expenditure  and  receipts  :  — 

Battle  Hakbour  Hospital. 

§     c.  S    c. 

Fspended  on  building  3iJ6  Oi) 

Food,  fittings,  &c.       -         280  67 

640  67 
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Indian  Harbocr  Hospital. 

S  c. 
Expended  on  building  1,712  20 
Food,  fittings,  &c.       -        341  64 


Total  on  two  hospitals 

. 

"  PltlNCESS 

May. 

tt 

Sundries,    coal. 

food, 

&c. - 

- 

153 

91 

AVages,   engineer 
stewanl,    four 

and 
and 

a  half  mouths 

Geneu 

247 

50 

AL. 

Sundry    accounts    for 
Dr.  Grenfell    - 

2,053  84 
2,700  51 


401  41 


655  51 


LesB  amounts  collected 
on  account 

Balance  to  be  yet  raised 


2,372  43 


The  Committee  desire  to  express  their 
sense  of  the  great  interest  taken  in  the  entire 
work  of  the  Mir>sion  by  His  Excellency  Sir 
Terence  O'Urien,  who  threw  his  influeuee 
into  the  work  of  the  Committee,  and  placed 
Government  House  at  their  service  for 
meetings.  He,  by  his  presence,  as  Chairman 
of  the  general  meetings  of  the  Committee, 
rendered  the  greatest  possible  benefit  to  the 
whole  work. 

St.  John's,    Newfoundland,  20th   Novem- 
ber, A.D.  1893. 

William  Bautlett, 
Ai).  Nielsen, 
koheut  8.  munn, 
Samuel  Blaxufokd, 

N.    FlTZGEUALD, 

P.  G.  Tessieh, 
CiiAULES  H.  Emekson, 

Secretary. 


AV.  V.  WniTEWAY, 

lUdlEllT    TnOKBUKN, 

A,  W.  Hakvey, 

M.   MOXKOB, 
W.    B.   GUIEVE, 

William  C.  Job, 
James  H.  Watsun, 


Results  of  the  LAniiADOK  Mission 

Ol"EK\TIOS8   IX    1893. 

The  following  are  a  few  figures  from 
Dr.  Grenfell 's  report,  rendered  to  the 
St.  .Tohu's  Auxiliary  Brnnch  of  the  Mission 
to  Deep  Sea  Fishermen  at  the  close  of  the 
fishing  season  in  November  1893  : — 

In  Labrador,  the  Straits  of  Belle  Isle, 
and  on  the  Fn-ncth  shore  of  Newfoundland 
there  were  treated  by — 

In- 


patients. 
Dr.    Bobardt,     at     Battle 

Harbour        -         -        -       33 
Dr.  ( 'urwen,  on  the  hospital 
ship  Albert   -         -         .         3 

ou  the  steam- 
launch  Princess  May     -         1 

Total       -        -       37 


( )ut- 

paiieiits. 

647 
1,053 

794 
2,493 


These  cases,  for  your  better  information 
and  that  of  the  public,  I  have  analysed  as 
follows  : — 

Medical  Cases. 

Diseases  of- — 

Digest!  fe  system         .        -        .        .  633 

Uespirafory  and  circulatory  system      -  194 

Nervous  system  -----  60 

Excretory  -----         -  40 

Women      ------  64 

Diseases  of  Special  Organs. 

Eye    (including    34    cases    of    night 

blindness) 211 

Ear 40 

Nose  and  throat          -        -         -         -  93 

Skin 105 

Minor  eases— headaches,  colds,  strains  167 

Cases  of  rheumatism  -        -         -        -  64 

SuiiGicAL  Cases. 

Affections  of  the  upper  limbs       -        -  306 

Atfectious  of  the  lower  limbs        -         -  94 
General  surgical  cases — glands,  bones, 
special      agues,     riekets,      tumour, 

fistula,  &c.       -         -         -                   -  188 

Sundry  minor  cases     -        -        -        -  210 


Total 


2,493 


Operations  performed  under  chloroform  17 

Major  operations  without  chloroform  -  11 
Minor  surgical    operatiou.s    including 

teeth 269 

The  Battle  Harbour  Hospital  was  opened 
.July  29th,  and  kept  open  till  October  31st — 
in  all,  94  days.  Dr.  Bobardt  and  Nurfe 
Cawardiufc  had  charge  of  this  hospital.  The 
building  was  a  gift  from  W.  B.  Grieve,  Esq., 
and  was  fitted  up  by  the  Committee.  The 
warmest  thanks  of  the  Committee  are  due  to 
Mr.  Hall,  Mr.  Grieve'n  agent  at  Buttle  Harbour, 
for  his  untiring  kindness  and  help,  in  spite  of 
a  very  busy  season.  AVithout  his  assistance 
the  work  eould  not  have  been  dune. 

Owing  to  a  variety  of  untoward  and 
unforeseen  circuirstaiiees,  it  wiis  found  impos- 
sible to  get  Indian  Harbour  IIos])ital  ready  in 
time  for  occupation.  Dr.  Ciirweu  and  Nurse 
AViUiams,  to  whom  the  cliiiige  of -this  hospital 
had  been  allotted,  worked  on  the  Misssion 
ship  Alljert  till  tbe  middle  of  Au;iUst,  when, 
owingto  the  prtss  of  woik  at  Battle  Harbour 
Hospital,  Nurse  Williams  was  directed  to  go 
there  to  assist  Nurse  Cawardiue. 

The  L'reat  need  of  hospital  work  on 
Labrador  is  seen  when  it  is  considered  how 
many  ca^■es  occur  of  blindness,  deformities, 
or  loss  of  Certain  faculties,  aftecting  tho 
bread-winners  of  families,  most  of  which 
might  have  been  prevented  if  treated  in  time, 
and  thus  much  personal  suffering  spared,  aud 
al«o  a  great  loss  to  the  community.  During 
the  season  tho  medical  men  were  able  to 
render  such  aid  that  several  who  had  been 
compelled  to  give  up  wu.'k  found  themselves 
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capable  of  reHuming  their  duties.  When 
sick  iier.Mons  arc  thus  shvimI  froiii  lo-injj  their 
fieuson's  work,  or  saved  the  time  and  expoiiMu 
involvt'd  in  returning  to  Newl'ouiidhind  for 
advice,  in  ciifies  of  minor  iuiportuiice ;  or 
when,  HR  hiippeiied  in  eevurul  institnces 
during  the  Heuson,  the  lives  or  limbs  were 
saved,  ot  in  some  hopeless  oases,  life  was 
prolonged  t>o  as  to  allow  them  to  reach  home 
and  end  their  days  in  tiie  bosom  of  their 
families,  the  value  of  this  hospital  v.ork 
becomes  more  apparent. 

To  the  sick  of  Labrador  these  hospit&ls 
will  be  an  inestimable  boon.  Only  those  who 
lutve  known  what  it  is  to  toss  on  a  bed  of 
]iain,  perhaps  unable  even  at  night  to  tir.d 
rest  their  tongue  parched  with  thirst,  and 
fever  raging  ,in  their  system,  can  properly 
appreciate  the  meanint;  of  the  skilful  help 
of  the  physician,  the  delicate  attenticm  of  the 
trained  nurse,  the  hushed  house,  the  subdued 
voices,  and  the  gentle  light  of  the  half- 
darkened  room.  When  this  is  contrasted 
■with  the  sad  sight  so  often  witnessed  on 
Labrador,  of  delicate  women,  and  even 
children,  undergoing  >■  it' wrings,  which  are 
hard  to  bear  eve  ami.'  ■  comforts  and 
gentle  attentions  o  ho-..._-,  ^n  ihe  dreary  coast 
of  Labrador,  fur  from  every  helping  hand, 
or  ill  the  dark  hold  "f  some  snuill  fishing  vessel, 
where  the  atmospiere  ir:  "oison'-  :  '\d  the 
noises  to  the  sicK  disin  :ng  awU  nlmost 
maddening,  it  is  then  we  realise  the  value  of 
the  noble  humane  work  in  the  hospitals 
erected  on  storm-beaten  Labrador  for  the 
relief  of  suflTerinp;  humanity.  Who  would 
not  aid  in  such  a  good  woi'k  ? 

DiSTRIUl.'TION    OF   Cl.OTlllNG. 

The  Albert  brought  from  England  a  very 
large  stock  of  clothing,  both  new  and  caFt-otf, 
the  gift  of  kind  charitublu  friends.  This  was 
distributed  with  the  greatest  care  and  dis- 
crimination, every  ])recautiou  being  used 
to  guard  against  imposition.  The  cases  of 
utter  or  partial  destitution  of  clothing,  among 
families  who  reside  pennauently  on  the 
Ijabrador  coast,   were  numerous,  and   much 


timely  aid  was  given,  cspeuialljr  to  woiueu 
and  children.  Food  was  also  given  in  ea^es 
of  extreme  destitution.  Many  families  were 
thus  helped  to  provide  for  the  long,  cold 
winter  of  this  region.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  every  spring  s(>me  families  are  driven  to 
subsist  on  mussels  and  seaweed  they  can 
gather  along  the  land-wash.  With  ice  on  the 
coast  no  help  can  reach  them. 

DiSTItlBUTION    OK    liooKS,    PkUIODIGALS, 
AND   ThaOTS. 

A  very  large  supply  of  wholesome  lit<;ra- 
ture  was  carried  on  board  the  Mission  sh'p, 
and,  wherever  she  went,  waii  freely  distributed 
among  the  fishermen.  Wherever  it  was  fbiuid 
in  any  family  that  anyone  could  read,  a 
gift  was  made  eithev  of  illustrated  or  plain 
literature,  or  both. 

RKi,ifiioi;8  Skuvices. 

Wherever  the  Albert  or  Princesx  May 
called,  when  opportunity  offered,  especially 
on  Sundays,  religious  services  were  held, 
which  all  were  invited  to  attend.  Hymns 
were  sung,  prayers  offered,  and  simple 
addresses  given  on  Scriptural  subjects. 
These  services  were  much  appreciated  among 
these  lonely  sea-toilers  ;  and  thus  something 
was  done  to  make  known  that  Gos|)el  wliieli 
has  brought  such  blessings  to  numkind,  but 
without  any  reference  to  creed  or  sect  being 
made. 

The  steam  launch  Princess  May  pro\ed 
to  be  of  great  service  in  the  Mission  work. 
Dr.  Grenlell  was  enabled  to  go  up  uncharted 
bays  in  her,  so  as  to  visit  a  large  ninnber  of 
the  small  settlements  which  would  otherwise 
not  have  been  within  reach.  He  was  thus 
able  to  make  a  thorough  exann'nation  into 
the  condition  of  the  residents,  and  to  collect 
.iccurutc  statistical  information  regarding 
them  to  an  extent  never  before  atteinptetl. 
In  all,  he  visited  87  ditierent  settlements  on 
the  Labrador  coast,  as  far  north  as  Okkak. 
Dr.  C'urwen  in  the  Albert  visited  .''.'>  more 
settlements;  and  Dr.  Holmrdt  visited  all  the 
places  in  the  vicinity  of  Battle  Harbour. 


II.  The  Labrador  Trade. 

The  folloiving  list  gives  the  names  of  Ihe  loualities,  supplying  merchants,  and  agents  in 
Labrador :  — 


Names  of  l^laccs. 

Bonne  Esperance     - 
Salmon  Kiver  - 
Middle  Bay     - 
]<radore  -        -        - 
firundy  Island 
Bhinc  Sablon  - 
Do.  - 

lale-au-Bois 
Forteau  .        .        - 
Lanue-au-Loup 
Lance-aux- Moils 
Ked  Bay  - 
Do.      • 


Supplying  Merchants. 

Job  Bros.  &  Co.    - 

Do. 

Do. 
I'enny  Bros. 
Job  Bros.  &  Co.   - 

Do. 
Frewing  &  Co. 
I'enny  Bros. 
Job  Bros.  &  Co.   - 

Do. 


I'enuy  Bros. 


Agents. 

W.  H.  Whitely. 
Jas.  Brown. 
Wm.  Smith. 
—  I'owell. 
S.  Blandford. 
S.  Blandford. 
Tho8.  Moral. 
Edgar  Penny. 
S.  Short. 
J.  H.  Watson. 
Davis. 
Jos.  Penny. 
Jos.  Udell. 
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KaiueH  of  PlauoM. 

Chateau  - 
Henley  Harbour 
Cape  Charles  - 
Hiittle  Hurhour 
Cape  Chiirles  - 
Fishing  Ships  Hurhour 
Dead  iBland    • 
Seal  iBlaiid 
Punch  Howl     - 
Cape  Harrison 

Do. 
Indian  Tickle  - 
Spracklin's  Ishmd    - 
Cape  Hnrrigan 
Merohantmau's  Hurhour 
Francis  Harbour 
Vftiison  Tickle 
Griffin's  Harbour 
Hatteau    -         -         - 

Do.      - 
Domino  -         -         - 
Indian  Tickle  - 
Grady      ... 
Pack's  Harbour 
Cartwright 
Indian  Harbour 
Smoky     -         -         - 
Emily  Harbour 
Holton    .         -         .         , 

Do.       ... 
Turuavick,  W. 
'J'urnavick,  E. 
Wiusor  Harbour 
Hopedale 
liigcjulette 


Supplying  Merchants. 

Agents. 

Joyce  Bros." 

- 

—  Joyce. 

Wm.  Butt. 

Baine,  Johnston,  &  C 

0. 

Sopor. 

Do. 

Geo.  Hall. 

Kinealy 

Kinealy. 

.Ino.  Munn  &  Co. 

Ed.  Parsons. 

\V.  Uoss  &  Co.     - 

Chas.  Payne. 

B.  Gretne    - 

(ireene. 

J.  Alunn  ii  Co.     - 

M.  Poreeo. 

Do. 

Levi  Frost. 

J.  Rorke      - 



Crummy 

Crummv. 

Job  Bros.  &  Co.   - 

Thos.  Spracklin 

Do. 

Duff     - 

Winsor. 

J.  Korke      - 

Penny. 

Do. 

Ilawlicr. 

Goodfellow  &  Co. 

Power. 

J.  liyan 

Ben.  Boylcs 

- 

Boyles. 

Isaac  Bartlett 

- 

Bartlett. 

J.  Munn  &.  Co.      - 

- 

Winsor. 

Do. 

- 

K.  McHae. 

Do. 

. 

Lawrence. 

Hudson's  Bay  Co-npaiiy 

Jas.  Eraser. 

Job  Bros.  Si  Co.  - 

- 

J.  Siiums. 

(Jeo.  Jeriitt 

- 

Jerritt. 

J.  Munn  &  Co.     - 

- 

Geo.  Apscy. 

J.  It^an 

- 



Do. 

_ 



Job  Bros.  &  Co.   - 

- 

W.  Bartlett. 

Da. 

. 

Wni.  Hennessy, 

John  Hennessy     - 

- 

Jno.  Hennessy. 

Aloraviau  Mission 

. 

Kissioocr. 

Hudson's  Bay  Company 

Wilson. 

III.  Census  of  Labrador,  1891. 


LOOAMTIES    ANI>    Poi 


Isle  au  Bois 
Blanc  Sablon 
L'anse  au  Clair    - 
Korteau 

L'anse  au  Mour  - 
li'anse  au  Loup  - 
l>'anse  au  Diable 
Capstan  Island  - 
West  St.  Modestc 
Pinware 

East  St.  Modcste  - 
Carrol's  Cove 
Bed  Bay       - 
Frey's  Cove 
Barge  Bay    - 
Chateau 

Henley  Harbour  - 
Chimney  Tickle  - 
Cauip  Inlands 
Cape  Charles 
Assizes  Harbour 
In  lian  Harbour   • 
Battle  Harbour    - 
Trap  Cove   - 
Mathew's  Cove    - 
Fox  Harbour 


LM.ATION. 

Deep  Water  Cnek 
Petty  Harbour      - 

- 

6 

Little  Harbour      - 

. 

47 

Seal  Bight    - 

- 

7U 

William's  Harbour 

- 

io:« 

Francis  Harbou.'  Uigl.t 

- 

12 

Sloop  Cove 

- 

78 

Square  Island 

- 

27 

Nowlan's  Harbour 

- 

2. -3 

George's  Cove 

- 

92 

Snug  Harbour 

- 

63 

Tub  Harbour 

- 

5C 

V^enison  T'ickle     - 

- 

29 

Hawke  Harbour  - 

- 

1.02 

Bolster  Kock 

- 

9 

Seal  Islanil  .         -        - 

- 

la 

Black  Bear  Bay  - 

- 

15 

Peunock's  (^ove 

- 

20 

Spotted  Island 

- 

8 

Black  Tickle 

. 

34 

Domino 

. 

^2 

Salmon  Point 

- 

4 

Sandhill       .         .        . 

- 

4.5 

Mullin's  Cove 

- 

2Hl 

Table  Bay  Point  - 

- 

58 

Grady-        .         -        . 

- 

31 

Sandwich  Bay 

• 

47 

llaiuiltou  Inlet    - 

10 

:t 
s 

•r.i 
l:< 

8 

)> 
;);» 

14 
25 

17 

7 

fi9 

10 

3;j 
(i7 
15 
12 
C7 
10 

2 
27 
20 

9 

10 
318 
486 
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LoCAi.iTiKs  AND  Population — cont. 


Vi  ',<    I 


!:-;.'  511 


Hnpedtilu 
Naiii  - 
Zoar  - 
Hebron 
Okak  - 
liuinuh 


Total 

As  taken  in  1884 

RkLIOIOUS  CEXrttlS. 


-  341 

-  272 

!I2 

-  2:>(". 

-  362 

-  64 

-4,108 

-  ,  'Ml 


1884.     1H91. 


Church  of  Knfjland 

l,!t74 

1,749 

Church  of  Home    - 

566 

3-)4 

Mi'thoditit  Church 

305 

604 

I'lctihyteriiin  Cliurch 

17 

a 

Moravian  Church 

1,34<J 

1 ,397 

Total  - 


4,211     4,106 


Population  of  Mokavian  Settlkments 

IN  1891. 


MiHsiou- 

E.skimoM. 

Children 

attending 

iSnhool. 

arit'S. 

Hamilton  Iiih.'l 

Hopcdiili' 

Nain 

Zoar 

Hebion   - 

Okak      . 

Haniah    - 

6 
8 
2 
4 

4 
2 

10 
341 
272 

92 
2. 16 
3.2 

64 

28 
4.'i 
63 
47 
63 
11 

Total 

- 

1,397 

257 

IV.  A.  P.  Low's  Survey. 


The  most  complete  survey  of  Labrador 
has  been  recently  carried  out  by  A.  I'.  Low, 
of  the  Geoloffical  fSurvey  of  Canada,  assisted 
by  T.  D.  V.  Ivaton.  Lertviujj  Ottawa  in 
June  1893,  Mr.  Low  crossed  the  Labrador 
area  from  south  to  north  and  from  east  to 
west,  and  his  detailed  report,  when  published, 
will  contain  the  first  trustworthy  account  of 
the  VBKt  region.  iSurveys  were  made  over 
2,01)0  miles  of  rivers  and  lakes,  including  the 


preater  part  of  the  courses  of  the  East  T\fain, 
Koksoali,  or  Uni,'ava  Kiver,  and  Hamilton 
Kiver.  All  these  regions  will  now,  for  the 
£.et  time,  be  accurately  nuipped  out.  Lar<{e 
iron  fields  and  great  timber  regions  were  dis- 
covered. Considering  the  immense  area  to 
be  traversed  and  the  ditiiculties  to  be  en- 
countered, the  e.\|)l(>ration  was  a,  splendid 
success,  and  rcHects  the  greatest  credit  ou 
this  euerj;etic  and  darinjj  traveller. 
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The  progress  of  Newfoundland  has  been  terribly  retarded  by  the 
want  of  internal  communications ;  until  after  the  fii-st  quarter  of  the 
present  century  we  had  no  public  highways — primitive  paths  tbroiigh 
the  woods  were  the  only  means  of  communication  between  the  settle- 
ments by  land.  The  population  earned  their  living  on  the  sea, 
cultivation  of  the  soil  was  prohibited,  and  until  the  arrival  of  Sir  Thomas 
Coclirane,  the  advancement  of  the  Colony,  its  civilization  and  material 
prosperity,  was  ciippled  for  want  of  roads.  Our  finst  legislators  very 
wisely  gave  their  almost  undivided  attention  to  the  construction  of 
highways,  and,  in  consequence,  now  we  have  probably  the  best  common 
roads  in  North  America.  To-day,  however,  the  o^'^.mon  road,  as  a 
medium  of  communication,  is  practically  useless  ;  it  i:.  too  slow  ;  we  want 
the  swifter,  safer,  and  more  convenient  road,  the  Railsvay. 

There  were  three  purposes  for  which  railways  were  urgently  required. 
First,  to  connect  the  population  around  Conception  Bay ;  it  was  ths 
earliest  settled  part  of  the  Colony,  and  is  still  the  most  thickly  populated. 
Dr.  Mullock  was  the  first  to  see  that  a  line  of  railway  through  thid 
district  was  not  only  practicable  but  would  pay. 

The  next  rao^t  important  puipose  for  whicih  a  railway  was  urgently 
needed,  was  to  bring  the  great  mining  region  of  the  north,  and  the 
prosperous  settlements  of  Bonavista,  Trinity,  Twillingate,  and  Fogo,  into 
unbroken  connection  with  the  capital,  during  the  season's  ice,  which  comes 
periodically  on  our  coast  in  the  spring.  These  important  localities  arc 
cut  off  from  the  capital  by  sea  for  the  six  months  of  winter.  'I'heir 
only  communication  during  this  long  dreary  period  was  a  precarious  post 
by  dog  teams  and  Indians ;  tiiis  was  felt  to  be  a  scandal  and  rep)oach, 
and  one  of  the  tirst  objects  of  the  Newfoundland  Railway  was  to  reach 
the  Exploits.  Under  Mr.  R.  G.  Reid's  management,  this  important  work 
has  now  been  accomplished ;  ti-ains  run  as  regularly,  and  mails  are  delivered 
to  these  distant  outports  as  punctually,  as  the  daily  mails  to  Harbour 
Grace. 

The  opponents  of  railways  always  argued  that  they  would  carry 
nothing,  and  develop  nothing,  in  the  country ;  the  results  of  the  very 
short  time  in  which  the  Northern  Railway  has  been  in  operation  shows 
how  ignorant  and  short-sighted  was  their  antagonism. 
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Besides  giving  acwss  to  a  fjieat  iindcvt'loped  country,  and  tho 
con.soquent  facilities  to  the  niorcliant,  the  miner,  the  sportsman,  the 
tourist,  and  tlie  furrier  (the  latter  lieing  turned  to  such  good  account 
that  one  party  of  trapi)eis  at  Soulis  Brook  has  already  seciu'ed  SoOO 
worth  of  fuvs),  the  railway  opens  up  several  tine  tracts  of  a^riculturul 
land,  and  in  the  near  future  will  inaugurate  a  great  mining  indiistry. 

Although  otdy  in  operation  for  one  season,  the  Northei'ii  Railway  has 
developed  splendid  granite  (jiiarries  and  a  linuber  business  which  bids 
fair  to  bf  one  of  the  greatest  industries  of  the  Colony,  already  consisting 
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of  several  great  mills,  besides  smaller  operators  and  hand  loggeix,  whose 
united  turn-out  this  year  will  not  be  less  than  twenty  million  feet 
of  lumber.  Botwoodville,  owned  by  the  Exploits  Wood  Company  of 
London,  will  <-nt  six  million  feet  of  lumber ;  the  Benton  Mill,  at  Soulis 
Brook,  owned  by  Mr.  Reid,  another  six  million  ;  the  Campbell  Mill,  at 
Terra  Nova  River,  three  million  :  Sterritt's  Mill,  at  Gander  Crossing, 
Cdenwood,  about  one  million.  At  Gam  bo  there  are  the  fine  mills  of 
Messrs.  tFohn  Murphy  and  Osmond  ;  at  Gander  Arm,  Philip's  Mill,  with 
unrivalled  facilities  for  collecting  and  shipping;  Arthur's  Mill ;  and  some 
BUialler  establishments.     The  whole  cut  of  timber  for  the  season  of  1893 
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limy  he  satVly  ostiiimttMl  at  twenty  million  feet,  wliicb,  at  the  low  averajje 
price  of  ,>i5  ]>er  thouNainl  feet,  niiiounts  to  .'«.'{0(),()()0.  The  luMii)er 
business  in  time  will  develop  many  minor  imlustries  connected  with  it, 
th(!  making  of  wood  pulp,  matches,  H|ioo!h,  and  <,'unp(i\\der  charooid,  for 
which  our  abundant  aspen  is  admirably  s'.iited. 

All  the  new  mills  on  the  line  owe  their  creation  aiid  their  .successful 
working  entirely  to  the  railway.  Formerly  every  article  re((uired  for  all 
our  northern  out-ports  had  to  be  lai<l  in  by  November;  no  commnnicition 
was  possible  during  the  winter.      Tin;  railway  haschnnged  all  this:  every 
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day,  every  week,  the  lumberman  in  his  camp  gets  his  provisio;. ,  and  all 
necessaries  Ibr  his  work,  his  daily  paper,  and  his  daily  food,  as  con- 
veniently as  if  no  distance  intervened  between  the  forest  and  the  capital. 
Anyone  who  undei'stauds  the  lumber  business  can  t^ee  at  once  the 
immen.se  advantage  of  the  railway  to  the  minor  mills,  c  ji  ler  openitois, 
and  hand  loggers  ;  le.ss  ca{)ital  will  be  required,  less  advances  given  out, 
and  much  greater  facilities  will  be  given  for  doing  business  when  the 
lumberman  can  get  his  supplies  from  time  to  time  as  he  requires  them; 
virtually  he  can  get  paid  as  he  works  along ;  all  these  advantages 
naturally  increase  the  output  of  timber.  But  not  only  the  Iumb<-rman 
and  the  mereliant,  but  the  miner  and  the  fisherman  equally  profit  by  the 
railway.     In  time  it  will  kill  out  all  the  old  abuses  of   the  out-hnrbours  ; 
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tho  isoliitidn,  the   outnvj^cous  prices — all  will  dlo  awny  boiorfi  tlie  magic 
infhu'iK.'o  of  the  iron  roiul. 

Tliu  tliinl  {(reat  ol)j('ct  for  which  a  railway  was  rt'qnired  In  New- 
foimdlanfl,  iiiid  l»y  far  tlie  most  iiiiiiortaiit  of  all,  was  to  uiiitt!  us  with 
tho  Continent  of  Aninriea,  to  lirinj^  uh  into  closer  contact  with  tlu' 
civilization  and  superior  ailviinccinunt  (;f  tho  Continent,  to  make  uh  an 
intt'i^ral  portion  of  the  go-ahead  America  of  to-day.  At  pi'es-ent  we  lie 
outside  the  strong  currents  of  progress;  our  Island  lies  remote,  unbe- 
friended,  imd  practically  unknown  :  our  insular  position  is  a  tremendous 
diawhack  to  our  materia!  prosperity.  The  new  railway  to  I'ort-aux- 
liiiscpies,  which  is  lieing  rapidly  puslied  forward  by  Mr.  It.  (i.  Reid,  will 
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put  an  end  to  this  isolation,  and  in  a  few  years  W'ill  cliaiige  the  moral, 
social,  and  commercial  conditions  of  our  CoUniy.  Oiu"  Island  is  like  a 
great  estate  around  whose  borders  and  out*  r  limits  there  has  been 
digging  and  delving,  whilst  the  great  interior,  the  boundless  expanse  of 
the  "reat  property,  is  ignored,  under-valued,  and  undeveloped. 

A  railway  p<jlicy  is  alwa\s  a  progressive  jiolicy  ;  like  the  provei'bial 
snowball,  it  gathers  strength  as  it  rolls;  when  once  a  line  is  built, 
however  short  the  distance,  it  must  go  forward;  its  benefits  are  so 
obvious,  its  accommodation  to  the  public  is  so  apparent,  its  advantages 
to  the  great  labouring  population  are  so  striking,  that  its  extension  goes 
forward  as  a  matter  of  course.  In  the  inception  of  our  first  lailway. 
Sir  William  Whiteway  strongly  advocated  its  constiuction  by  the  Lical 
(jovernment ;  the  connuittee,  however,  Avere  almost  unanimou.sly  of 
opinion  that  it  should  bo  built  by  outsiders   and   by  a    company.     The 
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first  promoters  of  our  little  line  to  Harbour  Grace  turned  out  to  be  men 
of  straw  ;  all  tli«  money  put  in  the  railway  Mas  borrowed  monty ;  there 
was  a  good  deal  of  jobbeiy  and  robbery  in  connexion  with  it.    We  accepted 
the  lowest  tender  from  an  American  Company,  who  bound  themselves 
to  build  the  line  to  Hall's   Bay  for  an   annual   subsidy  of  ,$180,000 
for  thiit}'^  years,  and  a  land  grant  of  five 
tliousand  acres  per  mile.     Wit!i  the  excep- 
tion of  the  line  to  Harbour  Grace,  all  the 
remainder  was  over  a.   country  which  had 
never    been    surveyed ;    Sir    Hugh    Albin's 
Company  undertook  to  build  the   Harbour 
Grace  Railway,  but  they  declined  to  commit 
tliemaelves  to  any    definite    ofier    over    the 
unsurveyed  country.     The   committee   con- 
sidered   that    the    American    Company,    by 
depositing    $100,000,    and    by    agreeing   to 
build  the  line  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Government  engineer,  were  practically  safe 
people  to  bargain  with,   and  they  made   a 
contract,    which,    after    much    discussion   in 
committee,   was   finally   accepted.     The   chronic    impecuniosity   of  the 
contracting   company    produced    endless    difficidties  and    delays  in   the 
completion  of  the  line  ;  even  before  the  metals  were  laid  half-way  to 
Whitbourne,  the  company  was  in  the    hands   of   a   receiver,  and  the 
mortgagees  had   to  complete   the  line  to  Harbour  Grace  ;  but  for  the 
exertions  and  advances  of  A.  M.  Mackay,  Sir  W.  V.  Whiteway,  and 
others,  it  would  never  have  gone  forward  at  all. 

Experience  has  shown  us  that  we  might  have  built  the  line  for  about 
half  the  money  it  coht,  and  that  it  would  have  been  one  of  the  best 
paying  short  lines  in  North  America.^  The  engineering  was  very 
un.satisfactory  and  incomplete  ;  instead  of  running  into  Topsail,  the  most 
important  pleasm-e  resort  and  best  paying  station  on  the  railway,  the  line 
has  to  be  reached  by  a  steep  uphill  road  a  mile  long;  a  much  better 
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37,649  29,010  4,996  10,1,56 

58,791  48,815  10.181  22,294 

The  receipts  for  nail  service  are  S7,200  per  annum,  Oovernnient  subsidy  .?45,000  per 
annum,  total  earninfjs  ^l;i.J,200  per  annum.  At  the  present  time  the  railway  {fives  a  fair 
return  to  the  bondholders.  Under  tlie  careful  maiiagentent  of  the  Heceiver,  Sir  Fraui-is 
Evans,  and  his  manager,  Captain  Noble,  the  road  bed  has  been  put  in  good  order,  wooden 
bridges  ar.d  trestle  work  have  been  replaced  by  solid  masou  work  and  steel  structures,  iiud  the 
whole  line  has  in  many  places  been  practically  rebuilt. 


62i 


RAILWAY  CONSTRUCTION  IN  THK  COLONY. 


/    I 


;i  I 


route  could  have  been  selected  it  there   had   been    a    more  complete 
lavliniinary  survey. 

For  a  colony  railways  should  be  run  to  secure  traffic  or  to  encourage 
settlement ;  the  Topsail  Line  should  have  commenced  at  the  west  end 
of  St.  John's  ;  Nature  has  'nade  River  Head  into  a  wet  dock  ;  by  removing 
the  griswoi-ks  and  reclaiming  a  large  part  of  this  area  for  a  goods  station, 
a  dock  and  a  broad  quay,  carried  down  to  Steers,  coidd  have  been  made ; 
liore  sliould  have  been  the  passenger  station,  with  a  tramway  turning  up 
Queen's  Street,  and  running  to  the  old  garrison  by  Duckworth  Sti'eet ; 
no  t'lwn  of  the  size  of  St.  John's  exists  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic 
without  the  iminens(!  convenience  of  a  street  railwaj'. 

The  Newfoundland  Railway  Company  having  failed  to  comnlete 
the  line  to  Hnll's  Bay,  proceedings  were  taken  against  theui  ,  the 
Government  to  recover  damages  for  their  breach  of  contract.  This 
f»uit  lias  been  dragging  its  slow  length  along  for  several  yeais,  an<l 
thv()U'.di  two  administrations.  It  was  a  Jonjjf  time  in  the  hands  of  the 
lawyers :  it  has  nn  v  been  for  several  years  before  the  Supi'eme  Court ; 
some  time,  probably  towards  the  end  of  the  centiuy  now  drawing  to  a 
close,  it  may  be  confidently  hoped  the  final  dtcision  in  this  Railway 
Jarndyce  and  Jarndyce  will  be  arrived  at. 

The  Thorburn  Government,  following  out  the  policy  of  their  prede- 
cessors, built  the  Placentia  Railway,  and  connnenced  the  extension  of 
the  line  north  to  Hall's  Jjay.  About  sixteen  miles  had  been  graded 
when  their  administration  was  defeated  at  the  polls  in  1889. 

In  1890  the  Whiteway  Administration  invited  tenders  for  the  con- 
struction   and  operation   of   a   line   of  railway  from   a  point  on    the 

Placentia  line  to  Hall's  Bay  north.  After  the 
receipt  of  a  large  nundjer  of  tenders,  and  a  very 
full  consideration  of  all  these  various  oft'ers,  the 
connnittee  finally  recommended  the  acceptance  of 
the  tender  of  R.  G.  Reid  and  G.  H.  Middleton,  to 
build  the  line  for  $15,600  per  mile.  This  was  the 
lowest  efficient  tender,  and  the  most  satisfactory 
one ;  the  principal  contractor  was  known  to  be 
Avealthy,  and  his  financial  standing  was  tinexcep- 
tionalile.  Besides  the  deposit  of  one  quarter 
milliou  dollars  as  security  for  the  fulfilment  of 
the  contract,  it  was  well  known  tliat  the  contractor 
woidd  take  our  three-and-a-half  per  cent,  bonds  at 
par.  The  Government  had  had  enough  to  do  with 
impecunious  promoters,  and  when  it  was  found  that  the  contract  had 
been  given  to  Mr.  R.  G.  Reid,  it  was  universally  approved  of.     Subse- 
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quent  experience  has  shown  that  the  committee  made  a  wise  selection. 
Me.  Reid  has  fulfilled  all  his  obligations  with  the  utmost  honour  and 
punctuality  ;  his  able  and  energetic  sons,  W.  D.  Reid  and  Harry  Reid, 
are  universal  favourites  with  the  labourers  on  the  line  ;  the  men  are 
well  treated,  good  honest  work  has  been  done  on  the  new  line,  obstacles 
overcome  which  appeared  at  the  outset  almost  insurmountable.  Only 
those  who  have  organi-ed  an  operation  like  railway  building  through 
a  wild  country  can  appreciate  all  the  difficulties  that  have  to  be  faced, 
the  organisation  reqiiirtd,  the  careful  fortthought,  the  toil  and  labour 
of  providing  food  and  shelter  for  a  small  army  of  workmen;  the 
precautions  that  have  to  be  taken  against  tlie  thousand  and  one 
accidents,  perils,  and  casualties  that  are  almost  inevitable  in  connexion 
with  a  big  railway  contract  in  a  new  country. 

On  the  lOth  June  1S!)0  the  Govcrnn)ent  made  the  contract  with 
Messrs.  Reid  and  Middleton  to  construct  and  equip  a  line  of  railway, 
beginninof  at  Placentia  Junction  on  the  Placentia  R-iilwav,and  extending 
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north  to  Hall's  Bay,  a  distance  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-two  miles 
The  contractors  were  also  to  operate  the  Placentia  Railway  free  of 
charge,  and  they  were  to  take  over  at  a  valuation  the  work  alrea<ly 
carried  otit  by  the  Thorbvnn  Government  on  the  new  northern  line  • 
five  yeais  was  the  limit  of  time  within  which  tjie  line  to  Hall's  Ra}' 
was  to  be  completed;  the  railway  was  lo  be  furnished  with  rolling 
stock,  machine  shops,  &c.  The  work  is  now  completed  on  the  northern 
route  to  Exploits.  The  coii'-tructinn  is  of  a  very  solid  character, 
50  lbs.  per  yard  steel  rails  for  a  narrow  gauge  railway  of  3  feet 
()  inches;  the  sleeper.s  are  of  the  best  obtainable  material,  the  road  is 
well  ballasted  with  gravel,  the  culverts  are  of  stone,  granite  from  local 
(juarries,  and  iron  is  used  in  all  the  bridges,  and  the  line  generally  is 
properly  ecpiippud.     The  woik   is  all  done  in  a  most  substantial  and 
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woikmanlike  manner,  to  the  complete  satisfaction  of  the  Government 
Inspecting  Engineer,  Mr.  H.  0.  Burchell.  In  ISDO  the  work  did  nut 
con)mence  until  the  autumn  ;  fifteen  hundred  men  were  employed,  and 
ten  miles  of  railway  comi)leted  and  metalled ;  in  the  following  year, 
1891,  eighteen  hundred  men  had  work  on  the  line,  and  fiftj'  miles  were 
finished.  In  May  1892  Messrs.  lleid  and  ^liddleton  dissolved  partner- 
shiji,  and  the  work  lienceforward  was  entirely  carried  out  by  R.  G. 
Reid.  This  year  the  work  was  pushed  ahead  with  vigour,  two  thousand 
two  hundred  had  employment  on  the  line,  and  eighty  miles  of  railway 
were  finished. 

On  the  l()th  May  1893  Mr.  Reid  entered  into  a  further  aiTange- 
ment  witli  the  Newfoundland  Government,  on  precisely  the  same  terms 
as  the  first  conti'act,  to  construct  and  equip  a  lino  of  railway  from  the 
terminus  at  Exploits  to  Port-aux-Basques  When  the  Government 
decided  to  carry  the  railway  west  to  Port-aux-Bas(iues,  Mr.  Reid  had  a 
survey  made  hy  his  own  en^^ineers  and  an  excellent  line  Avas  foinid. 
The  new  contract  was — 

"  To  construct  ami  c(niip  a  lint'  of  railway  commencing  at  the  terminus  of  the 
road,  to  be  coiistructod  niidu:-  tlio  Nortliern  Railway  contract,  being  a  point  two 
hundred  miles  distant  from  riacentia  Junction,  and  running  by  the  best,  most 
desirable,  and  most  direct  route  to  the  north-cast  end  of  Grand  Lake  ;  thence  to 
the  Jiortli-cast  eml  of  Deer  T.uko,  and  westerly  along  the  north  side  of  Deer  Lake 
and  down  tiie  llunilnr  Kivcr  ;  tlu'iieo  by  way  of  t'."  north  side  of  Harry's  Hirer; 
and  thence  to  Port  aux-Bus((iios."  This  contract  was  signed  on  the  16th  May 
]89.3.  On  the  same  day  another  contrnet  was  signed,  in  which  ^Mr.  Reid  undertook 
to  operate  the  Placentia  Branch  Railway  and  also  the  "  Newfoundland  Northern 
and  Western  liailway,"  as  the  new  line  from  Placentia  Juuetion  to  Port-aux- 
Basques  was  to  be  called,  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  commencing  1st  September 
1893.  The  whole  length  of  the  new  line,  from  Placentia  Juuetion  to  Port-aux- 
Basques,  is  estimated  to  be  about  five  hundred  miles. 

For  constrnctinji  and  ef|ui[)i)ing  tlie  railway  "  payments  shall  be  made  to  the 
Contractor  upon  tlie  completion  of  each  continuous  and  consecutive  section  of  five 
riiilcs.  or  a  fraction  of  a  section  iit  the  end  of  the  work,  at  tlic  rate  of  .^lo,(iOO  per 
mile  of  miin  line,  the  said  payments  being  in  full  for  all  the  works  and  materials 
provided  for  under  this  contract  and  necesHary  for  the  thoi-ough  and  complete 
construction  and  cquipnient  of  the  line  of  railway  herein  piovided  for.  All  8uch 
payments  sliall  be  made  by  the  (.ioverninent  and  accei)ted  by  the  Contractor  in 
debentures  of  the  Government  of  Newfoundland  in  sterling  money  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  (Irciit  Uritain  and  Irelimd.  maturing  on  the  Ist  day  of  January  19-1.7, 
with  intei'i^t  tliere  )n  at  the  rate  of  iij  per  cent.  i)er  annum,  payable  half-yearly; 
principal  and  intere.-'  ])ayal)le  in  London,  England,"  "  i'ayments  will  be  made  to 
the  Coniriictor  on  the  M'ritten  certitieato  of  the  Engineer  and  the  approval  of  tho 
Government  that  wor!s  have  been  iluly  executed."  The  whole  lino  is  to  be 
comjileted  in  ibrue  years  from  1st  September  189;?,  and  to  be  a  narrow  gauge  of 
three  feet  six  inches.  The  specilications  are  such  as  will  secure  a  thoroughly  safe 
and  well-ecpiip])ed  line. 

The  contract  for  nniintenance  and  operation  of  the  Placentia  Branch  and  of  tho 
Isewfoundland  Northern  and  Western  llaihvay,  for  a  period   of  ten  jears  from 


i)      I 


TERMS   OF   THE   CONTRACT. 


627 


Ist  September  ]89;{,  provides  that  the  Contractor  shall  maintain  those  in  a  safe, 
efficient,  and  satisfactory  manner,  and  continuously  ami  efficiently  operate  the 
same  (the  number  of  trains  to  be  run  being  specified) ;  also,  bhall  erect  telegra])!i 
lines  along  the  whole  line  of  rai.'way  for  the  purposes  of  its  operation  and  work 
them  at  his  own  expense,  and  also  shall,  if  required,  work  thcni  as  part  of  the 
Government  Telegraph  System  on  certain  conditions.  On  the  faithful  pcrformauto 
of  these  engagements,  the  Government  agreed  "  to  grant  in  fee-Himple  to  the 
Contractor,  five  thousand  acres  of  land  for  each  one  mile  of  main  line  or  branch 
railway  throughout  the  entire  length  of  tlie  lines  to  bo  operated."  Should  tlie 
line,  therefore,  lie  five  hundred  miles  in  length,  the  land  grant  would  bo  two 
million  five  liundi'cd  thousand  acres.  "  Tho  said  fco-siniplo  grants  shall  bo  made 
by  the  Goveriunent  to  the  said  contractor  as  follows:  25il,00U  acres  upon  tho 
completion  of  the  northern  line  to  Exjjloits  ;  250,000  acres  upon  the  completion  of 
tho  wcntern  line  to  Deer  Lake  ;  250,000  acres  upon  tho  completion  of  the  western 
line  to  St.  George's  Bay  ;  250,000  acres  upon  the  completion  of  the  line  to  Poi':,- 
nux-Basqucs ;  and   the  balanca   at  the    end  of   five   years  from   the  dite  of  tliis 
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From  a  phologntph  by  U.  lliirchcll. 

contract,  or  as  soon  tliereafter  as  prarticable."  "  The  land  shall  lie  locat<'d  on 
each  side  of  the  railway  in  alternate  sections  of  one  or  two  miles  in  lengtli  with 
the  railway,  at  the  option  of  the  contractor,  on  nieridiiin  or  linse  lines,  as  tlic  case 
may  be,  and  eight  miles  in  depth,  the  Government  retaining  the  alternate  section.s, 
and  until  the  contractor  has  made  his  selection  under  this  section,  the  Government 
shall  not  disi)Ose  of  any  Crown  Lands,  timl)er,  or  mineral  I'ights  within  eight  miles 
on  either  side  of  tlie  line  of  railway."  "  Where  sncli  sectidus  from  any  ciiuso 
are  not  obtainable  along  the  line,  the  said  contriiclor  nmy  select  Crown  TiMiids! 
el.scwhere  to  ma':-'  \ip  deficiencies,  the  last  ineiitioned  selections  to  be  made  in 
sections  or  blocks  of  not  less  than  one  mile  scpnire,  and  not  more  than  ten  miles 
square." 

The  contract  C(mtains  stringent  provisions  for  the  due  execution  of  the  various 
agreements,  so  as  to  secure  the  construction  of  a  first-class  liiu;  of  railway.  One 
section  stipulates  tliat  the  wages  of  daily  labourers  shall  not  be  less  than  one  dollar 
per  day,  payable  monthly. 

In  order  to  make   the  railway  i-eally  valuable  to   tlie   settlements 

along  the  line,  it  is  necessary  to  connect  the  small  viila(^e8  and   towns 
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with  tlie  railway  ;  mucli  good  work  has  been  done,  but  much  more 
remains  to  be  done.  Tlie  population  in  Fortune  Bay  and  the  whole 
western  shore  could  avail  themselves  of  the  line  for  mails  and  passengers 
by  a  road  from  the  bottom  of  the  bay  to  Biack  River,  or  by  a  short  road 
between  Bay  de  I'Argent,  Back  Cove,  and  B  )at  Harbour,  with  a  ferry 
to  the  Placentia  shore  opposite.  Good  work  has  already  been  done  in 
this  direction ;  !Mr.  Reid,  acting  under  the  instructions  of  the  Govern- 
ment, has  made  a  good  waggon  road,  forty  miles  in  length,  from  Trinity 
to  Shoal  Harbour,  via  Goose  Bay  ;  this  opens  up  a  large  quantity  of  good 
land  for  settlement,  and  secures  access  to  the  railway  to  a  considerable 
population.  Another  road,  ten  mdes  in  length,  has  been  built  to 
connect  Indian  Arm  Bay  with  the  railway;  while  a  third,  five  miles  in 


ISAII.WAY  lirUDOE  OVKR   DARK    ItOI.K    lIHOilK.    I!AM>(»I. 
From  (I  )iholngntph  hji  11.  liiirrheU. 

lengtli,  runs  from  Alexander  Bay  to  the  railway  near  Gambo.  A  long- 
line  of  road  from  Hall's  Bay  to  Badger  Bay  has  been  surveyed  and 
partly  built,  and  another  from  Arnolds  Cove  and  Coine-by-Cliance  is 
tinishe<l.  The  Hall's  Bay  line  may  be  completed  this  year  and  will 
c  mnect  with  the  railway.  A  line  of  road  foiu-  miles  long  has  been 
surveyed  from  Northern  Bight  to  the  line,  and  another  is  projected 
from  Exploits  to  Botwoodville  and  Gander  Bay.  "Wherever  there  is 
good  land  along  these  waggon  roads  it  will  be  occupied  by  settler.^,  and 
farms  will  multiply. 

Starting  from  Placentia  Junction,  seven  miles  from  Whitbourne, 
the  new  line  runs  from  thence  northerly,  crossing  the  isthmus  which 
connects  the  peninsula  of  Avalon  with  the  main  body  of  the  island, 
which  at  its  narrowest  part  is  le.ss  than  three  miles  wide.  On  either 
side  of  the  isthmus  are  the  heads  of  the  great  bays  of  Placentia,  Trinity, 
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and  Fortune,  the  waters  of  which  are  only  a  few  miles  distant  from 
Placentift  Buy.  Still  following  a  northerly  course  the  railway  traverses 
the  Terra  Nova,  Gainbo,  and  Gander  Valleys,  and  enters  the  great 
valley  of  the  Exploits  at  Nori  is's  Arm.  At  this  point  it  turns  westerly 
and  follows  the  Exploits  River  to  Badger  Brook,  where  it  leaves  t ho 
river  and  takes  a  more  north-westerly  course,  and  at  Bishop's  Falls,  ten 
miles  up,  it  crosses  the  Exploits  River  on  a  tine  steel  bridge,  having 
many  piera  of  solid  masonry. 

Following  this  north-westerly  route  the  portion  to  le  immediately 
constructed  will  crot^s  the  White  Hill  Plains  and  thence  down  the  valley 
of  Kitty's  Brook  to  the  riortli-eastern  end  of  Grand  Lake.  The  course 
will  tlien  be  along  the  southern  side  of  Deer  Lake  to  Bay  of  Islands, 
thence  tlirough  the  valley  of  Hai'ry's  Brook  to  Bay  St.  Gtorge.  From 
this  point  the  line  will  pass  to  the  east  of  the  Anguille  range  of  hills, 
down  the  valley  of  the  Codioy  Riveis,  and  thence  along  by  the  coast  to 
Grand  Bay  and  Port-aux-Bas(|ues,  the  terminus  of  the  line. 

With  the  exception  of  the  first  portion  of  the  route,  which  lies 
amongst  the  ban-en  lands  of  the  Avalcn  peninsula,  the  course  of  the 
railway  runs  through  most  picturesque  wild  scenery  ;  there  are  no  more 
beautiful  vistas  in  North  America  than  Exploits  Arm  and  its  river 
valley,  the  noble  expanse  of  Grand  Lake,  the  feitile  vale  of  Deer  Lake, 
the  Hmiiber  River,  and  the  majestic  coast  scenery  of  Biy  of  Islantls. 
An  American  writer — S.  G.  W.  Benjamin — iu  the  Century  Maijazlne,  thus 
describes  this  noble  view : — "The  sun  also  came  out,  the  clouds  rolled 
"  away,  and  the  mai>nifieent  scenery  of  the  Bay  of  Islands  lay  around 
"  us.  We  felt  moie  than  repaid  for  the  effort  required  of  us  to  reach  it. 
"  The  coast  scenery  of  the  worl  1.  offers  few  prospects  niore  grand,  more 
"  varied,  more  enchantingly  beautiful  than  this ;  certainly  on  the 
"  Atlantic  coast  of  North  America  it  is  not  to  be  found."  After  an 
eloquent  description  of  the  varied  beauties  of  this  lovely  biy^,  in  almost 
])rophetic  tones,  the  writer  says,  '•'  The  time  is  not  very  distant  wlien  the 
"  world  will  wake  to  a  consciousness  of  the  miner-d  wealth  and  abundant 
"  timber  resources  of  Nev/foundland." 

The  railway  is  already  awakening  the  world  to  a  dim  consciousness 
of  our  vast  latent  wealth — the  wealth  of  the  sea,  the  vast  harvest  of 
the  ocean,  seems  to  have  obscured  all  our  other  resources ;  even  this  un- 
doubtedly rich  mine  of  wealth  is  only  ha'f  developed.  In  Europe,  the 
fisheries  of  the  North  Sea  produce  more  than  eighty  millions  of  dollars, 
the  value  of  British  fish  alone  representing  about  forty  millions,  whilst 
the  whole  deep  sea  fisheries  of  the  United  States,  exclusive  of  the 
oyster  fishery,  is  to-day  probably  less  than  twelve  millions  of  dollars. 
With  half  the  population,  England  consumes  three  times  aa  much  tish 
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as  America.  The  reason  for  this  vast  difTiTen  'e  lies  in  the  cheapnosa 
of  tisli  food  in  Eunipe  ns  compared  with  Americi,  owin;^  to  improved 
metliods  of  Hshinj,',  more  lish((rmen,  and  greater  facilities  fnr  transporta- 
tion. The  deep  sea  tisiieiy  of  America  is  a  decayirif;f  indn'<try  ;  were 
it  not  for  ('iinadiiins  and  foreif^'nfrs,  and  exeessive  Protection,  it  would 
die  idtogether.     The  wli'>Ie  state  of  things  is  artificial  and  unsound 

The  North  Sea  o(  America  lies  aionnd  Newfoundland,  a  fishery  far 
vaster  in  extent  and  more  ahundaiit  than  the  famed  fishing  grounds  of 
Europe;  in  order  t.»  hring  it  to  the  European  standard  we  must  adopt 
European  methods  ;  the  o'd-fa'«hione(l  plan  of  salting  and  drying  the 
cod  fish  must  he  ahandoned  -  ic  is  nu)st  absurd  and  wasteful  to  actually 
destroy  two-thirds  of  a  mo><t  valnahh*  article  of  food  in  order  to  render 


RAIIAVAT   IlRinnK  OVKH   BISlloP's   FALLS,  EXPLOITS  RIVER. 

From  a  photngraph  by  11.  BurcJiell, 

the  remainder  uneatahle.  AVhat  we  require  is  a  new  method  of  soiling 
our  fish  in  its  most  palatable  form  fresh ;  frozen  mutton  is  cariied 
fourteen  thousand  miles  through  the  Tropics,  and  fish  is  brought  fre^h 
and  sound  throe  thousand  nnles  across  the  American  contiinTit :  ^ 
certainly   the  va.st   fish  Avealth  of  our  Island,  the  lordly  ,•<•'''  ,if 

magnificent  and   abundant  cod  of  the  winter  fishery  at  Ch  .,   the 

tempting  lob.sters,  the  magnificent  herring  of  Bonne  Bay  ai  Hay  of 
Islands  will  find  tlieir  way  uito  the  American  market  when  tin  new 
riilway  and  the  steam  ferry  across  Cabot  Straits  give  us  constant  access 
to  the  Continent.  Given  the  facilities  for  trade,  and  trade  will  follow, 
when  our  silver^'  salmon,  fat  and  fresh  from  the  cold  waters  of  the 
Atlantic,  are  worth  five  cents  a  pound  in  Newfoundland,  and  fifty  in 
New  York  ;  when  one  hundred  lobsters  fetch  sixty  cents  in  our  Island, 
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the  price  of  n  sinjrle  good  criisfcacean  in  New  York.  Frozen  cod  and 
most  delicious  cods  tongues,  fresh  every  niorniiifr,  will  be  transp(,rted 
fioui  our  shores;  every  train  from  Cape  Breton,  and  every  steamer 
across  the  ferry  will  carry  frozen  fish  as  regular'y  jw  the  fish  trains  run 
in  Eiirope.  The  supply  from  Newfoundland  if  simply  itiexhaustihle,  all 
that  is  rcjuired  are  facilities— the  train  an<'  the  twenty  knot  steamer, 
and  the  enterprise  to  transport  it  regularly  -.o  the  ever-ready  ma.ket  of 
the  States  and  Cana<la.  When  the  time  comes  we  shall  wonder  why  we 
were  asleep  so  long;  why  this  obvious  trade  was  so  long  delayed. 
Twenty-five  years  ago  there  wjis  no  frozen  lun-ring  trade  b  vc-n 
N(!wfoundland  and  Ameriea ;  to-day  it  is  an  immense  and  proHtable 
b.isii;r>,ss.  80  it  will  be  with  the  fresh  and  kippered  fish,  bloaters, 
Findoa-haddr,cks,  boneless  cod,  and  frozen  fish.  My  prediction  of  years 
ago,  "  Fresh  fish  and  F.dcon  Market,"  will  S(K)n  cease  to  be  the  di-eum 
of  an  enthusiast;  the  railway  and  steam  ferry  will  s  on  conveit  it  into  a 
reality.  The  business  is  there  :  let  us  hope  the  right  persons  will  take 
it  up. 

The  new  Northern  and  Western  Railway  will  probaldy  be  metalled 
to  Bay  of  Islnnds  by  the  end  of  l.S!»(i,  the  end  of  the  track  is  now  only 
eighty  mile.'-  distant  from  the  mouth  of  the  Humber ;  by  the  close  of 
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ISDG  it  will  reach  the  terminus  at  Port-aux-Basques,  where  docks  and 
warehouses  are  to  Im  erected  by  the  contractor.  This  a<lmirable  harbour 
18  the  centre  of  a  large  winter  cod  fishery,  whilst  Bay  of  Islands  is 
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celebratod  for  its  splendid  herrinj^s,  also  caught  in  winter ;  the  railway 
and  the  steam  feriy  will  open  a  way  for  their  transportation,  all  the 
winter  throujjh,  to  the  Continent.  Besides  the  tisheries  there  are  large 
deposits  of  iron^  copper,  coal,  asbestas,  gypsum,  marble,  granite,  and 
other  building  stone  of  the  finest  (juality  to  provide  freight  for  the  new 
iron  i\M\i\. 

To  the  sportsman,  the  tourist,  the  arigler,  and  the  canoeist,  the  new 
railway  will  offer  unrivalled  attriictions.  For  the  hunter  of  big  game 
there  is  the  noble  cariboo,  a  sjDecies  of  reindeer  peculiar  to  the  Island  ; 


M;WI\U  .MII.AMI  l.VltlUOO. 


t\n'y  range  over  the  wiiodsand  bari'ens  in  count'ess  thousniid-*,  the  whole 
interior  is  one  vast  deer  park  ;  so  nuiiieroiis  are  these  nngnifieent 
animaN  that  at  least  one  tliousand  are  killed  every  winter  on  the  south 
const,  and  eight  hundred  weic  slauglilereil  swimming  across  (Jander 
Lake  in  the  autumn  of  INlCi,  a  barbarous  practice,  which  is  now  to  be 
])Ut  down  by  law.  The  ncAV  railway  will  bring  the  sportsman  right  on 
to  the  deer  park  at  Grand  Lake  (fifty  miles  long),  down  which  he  can 
proceed   by  lM)at  and  jtlace  his  camp ;  by  careful  st  liking  and  straight 
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shooting  lie  will  be  sure  to  obtain  some  splendid  heiuls.  To  the  less 
ambitious  sportsman  our  Island  offers  some  of  the  liue-t  grouse  shooting 
in  America  (the  best  loealities  are  on  the  southern  parts  of  the  Island), 
and  wild  geese,  ducks,  snipe,  and  curlew  are  abundant.  To  the  fisher- 
man Newfoundland  offers  unrivalled  atti actions  ;  lakes  and  rivers  full 
of  noble  trout  and  silvery  salmon,  an  angler's  Paradise  that  would  have 
deliglited  old  Izaak  Walton's  heart.  There  is  not  only  plenty  of  sport 
for  the  coarse  and  connuon  bait  fisher,  tlie  refined  artist  of  the  rod  and 
the  fiy  will  be  still  more  gratified  with  sea  trout,  brown  trout,  and 
salmon,  the  former  abundant  in  every  lake  and  river.  BjM'ii'giii  streams 
and  lovely  ])lacid  lakes,  past  Avoods  and  mountains,  the  canoeist,  the 
angler,  and  the  mere  camper-out  may  wander  at  his  own  sweet  will.' 

An  iiiimejise  advantige  of  the  new  line  to  Newfoundlanders  will  be 
the  complete  and  entire  change  of  our  present  communications  with  the 
outside  world  ;  instead  of  fortnightly  mails  we  shall  have  tri-weekly 
posts  to  Europe  and  America,  and  in  a  sh^rt  time  daily  connnunication 
with  Canada,  the  West  Indies,  and  the  United  States.  Besides  being 
more  freipient,  postal  and  pas-senger  c mimunication  will  be  much  more 
regular,  and  many  di'greec,  swifter  than  is  possible  under  existing 
arrangements. 


Wll.I.iiW    (iliolSK   IN   SI  MMl:li    I'l.lMUJK. 


PTAIiMKiAN    IN    WINTKR   I'MMAOi:. 


At  first  it  is  proposed  to  have  a  tri-weekly  service  between  Port- 
aux-Bas(pies  and  Sydney,  Cape  Breton,  but  when  the  railway  in  Capo 
Breton  is  completed  to  Neil's  Harl)our,  thirty  miles  nearer  to  Cape  Ray, 
there  will  l)e  a  daily  service  across  the  Straits. 


''  The  guiue  laws  will  be  found  at  tiie  eii. 


I  . 


li<pterXXV. 
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CHAPTER  XXT. 

TELEGRAPHIC    COMMUNICATION  IN  NEWFOUNDLAND. 

1850-1894. 

The  historj''  of  Ti'legraphic  Communicat'on  has  hepn  a  good  deal 
written  ahout,  but  always  Avith  a  certain  amount  of  bias.  The  first 
written  communication  in  Newfoundbind  about  a  telegraphic  line  across 
the  Island  to  connect  us  witli  Cnpe  Breton  came  from  Dr.  Mullock,  and 
was  published  by  him  in  the  Courier  at  St.  John's,  Nov.  8,  ISoO,  in 
the  fi)llo\ving  letter  : — 


"To  THE  Editor  op  the  CouRu;a, 


St.  John's,  Xorember  8,  1850. 


"  I  regi'et  to  find  that  ia  every  plan  for  Trnn«atlantic  Communication  Halifax 
is  nlwaj^s  mentioned  and  the  natural  capabilities  of  Newfoundland  entirely 
overlooked.  This  has  been  deeply  impressed  on  my  mind  by  the  commimication 
I  read  in  your  paper  of  Saturday  last,  regnrding  telegraphic  communication 
between  T'ngland  and  Ireland,  in  which  it  is  said  that  the  nearest  telegraphic 
station  on  the  American  side  is  Halifax,  twenty -one  hundred  and  fift}"-five  miles 
from  the  west  of  Ireland.  Now  would  it  not  bo  well  to  call  the  attention  of  England 
and  America  to  the  extraordinary  capabilities  of  St.  John's,  ns  the  nearest 
telegraphic  point  ?  It  is  an  Atlantic  port,  lying,  T  may  say,  in  the  track  of  the 
ocean  steamers,  and  by  establishing  it  as  the  American  telegraphic  station,  news 
could  be  communicated  to  the  Avhole  American  continent  forty-eight  hours,  at 
least,  sooner  than  by  any  other  route.  But  how  will  this  be  accomplished  ?  Just 
look  at  the  map  of  Newfoundland  and  Capo  Breton.  From  St.  John's  to  Capo 
Kay  there  is  no  difficulty  in  establishing  a  lino  ])assing  neir  Holy-Rood  along 
the  neck  of  land  connecting  Trinity  and  Placcntia  Bays,  and  thence  in  a  direction 
due  west  to  the  Cape.  You  have  then  about  forty-one  to  forty-fiv^o  miles  of  sea 
to  St.  Paul's  Itland,  with  deep  soundings  of  one  hundred  fathoms,  so  that  the 
electric  cable  will  bo  perfectly  Eafe  from  icebergs.  Thence  to  Cajjo  North,  in 
Cape  Breton,  is  little  more  than  12  miles.  Thus  it  is  not  only  practicable  to 
bring  America  two  days  nearer  to  E.iropo  by  this  route,  but  should  the 
telegraphic  communication  between  England  and  Ireland.  62  miles,  be  realised, 
it  presents  not  the  least  difficulty.  Of  course  we  in  Newfoundland  will  hare  nothing 
to  do  with  the  erection,  working,  and  maintenance  of  the  telegraph;  but  I 
suppose  our  Government  will  give  every  facility  to  the  company,  either  English 
or  American,  who  will  undertake  it,  as  it  will  be  an  incalculable  advantage  to 
this  country.  I  hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  St.  John's  will  be  the  first 
liuk  in  the  electric  chain  which  will  unite  the  Old  World  and  the  New. — J.  T.  M." 


r.  N.   GISBORNE. 
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The  pioneer  of  telegraphic  communication  in  the  Colony  was 
the  celebrated  Frederic  Newton  Gisbome.  In  the  winter  of  1849 
he  was  employed  as  an  engineer  in  extending 
the  telegraph  from  Lower  Canada  thi'ough 
New  Brunswick  to  Sackville,  N.S.,  to  connect 
with  the  Nova  Scotia  lines  which  had  been 
begun  in  1848-49  ;  he  then  conceived  the 
idea  of  also  connecting  Newfoundland  with 
the  continent.  In  1851  Mr.  Gisborne  came  to 
St.  John's,  appeared  before  the  Legislature, 
explained  his  plans,  which  wei'e  to  lay  a 
telegraph  line  from  St.  John's  to  Cape  Ray, 
and  to  connect  wdth  Cape  Breton  by  carrier 
pigeons,  steamer,  or,  eventually  it  was  hoped 
by  a  sub-mitrine  cable.  The  House  of 
Assembly  granted  £500  for  a  survey  and 
passed  an  Act  authorising  the  construction  of 
the  line.^ 

In  the  same  year  Mr.  Gisborne  commenced  building  the  St.  John's 
and  Carbonear  Electric  Telegraph  Company's  line.'  The  suivey  of  the 
route  for  the  line  to  Cape  Ray  proved  a  most  arduous  luideruiking. 
Mr.  Gisboi-ne  began  his  journey  in  Septeiriber  and  on  the  4t]i  December 
1851    he   writes:    "I  accomplished  the  survey  through  three  hundred 


F.  X.   IVlrilMliNi:. 

Fi-om  an  old  photograph. 


'  FiHST  Proposed  Act. 

(^Nvwftnnidhi)idcr.) 

Frederic  X.  Gisborne  may  form  the 
NewfoiiiKlland  Klectr'c  Telcfirapli  Coinpniiy 
■witii  capital  of  £100,000  in  1,000  shares  of 
£100  each.  That  such  company  may  con- 
struct and  complete  the  line  of  maffnetic 
electric  telegraph  from  St.  John's  towards 
Cape  Kay  and  branch  lines  to  Trepassey  and 
other  places,  but  not  to  iiiterfcre  with  the 
St.  John's  and  Carhonear  Kloctric  Telefrraph 
Company.  That  the  company  shall  have 
jrranted  to  them  blocks  of  land  not  exceeding 
five  Bqiiare  miles  each,  and  in  all  not 
exceeding  35  scpiarc  miles,  subject  to  such 
reservatiim  and  condition  respecting  all  mines 
of  gold,  silver  and  coal,  and  other  matter,  as 
may  be  just  anil  reasonable.  That  as  soon  as 
a  good  traversable  path  on  the  line  of  survey 
to  Cape  Kay  shall  i)e  made,  not  less  than  four 
feet  in  width  and  opened  to  the  public,  the 
Government  shall  pay  the  proposed  sum  of 
£1,000  for  every  100  miles  of  such  road. 
Lastly  the  Government  reserves  to  itself  the 
ri(iht  at  any  time,  after  giving  12  mouths' 
notice,  to  assume  the  proprietorship  of  the 
said  main  line  and  all  branch  lines  and 
everything  connected  therewith  on  puyoient 


of  the  actual  outlay  and  expesnes  of  the 
company,  with  an  addition  of  .'iO  per  cent, 
thereto.  The  New  York  and  (ialway  steam 
packet  proposition  of  making  this  the  inter- 
mediate port  of  call,  both  homeward  and 
outward,  for  their  fine  line  of  steamships,  will 
form  the  subject  of  another  Hill. 

2  {Xt'irfnnndhmder,  March  11,  ia.>'2.") 

"  The  electric  telegraph  between  St,  John's 
and  Conception  Hay  was  put  in  ojieration  for 
thefirst  time  on  last  Saturday  (.(i  March  1H.52) 
and  has  transmitted  several  mes.sages  from 
Brigus  and  Harbour  Grace  each  I'ay  of  this 
week.  Yesterday,  particularly,  the  tc'egraph 
office  was  the  scene  of  a  general  attraction 
throughout  the  day." 

The  first  telegraph  office  was  in  the 
Commercial  Kuilding,  Duckworth  Street. 
For  the  first  time  in  18.52  the  papers  have 
news  headed  per  Electric  Telegraph,  The 
Carbonear  line  was  a  very  poor  affair  ;  it  was, 
however,  a  never-ceasing  wonder.  There 
were  constant  complaints  of  malicious  injuries 
to  the  line  ;  the  out-harbour  boys  could  not 
resist  the  temptation  to  throw  stones,  in  the 
veruaculur,  "  fire  rocks,"  at  the  insulators. 
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and  fifty  miles  of  wootls  and  wildf.rness."  *  On  the  Cth  March  1852, 
Mr.  Gisborne  delivered  a  lecture,  before  the  Mechanics"  Institute  in  the 
Old  Factory,  on  the  electric  telej^raph  ;  a  battery  in  the  room  was 
connected  with  the  St.  John's  and  Carbon  ear  telegraph  wires,  and 
messages  were  sent  forth  and  back  from  Harbour  Grace,  Carbonear, 
and  Brigus ;  the  experiments  duly  astonished  the  natives ;  Judge 
Robinson  and  the  Attorney-General  Archibald  gave  Mr.  Gisborne  great 
praise,  and  he  thoroughly  deserved  it.  To  the  energy,  spirit,  and 
di.sinterested  exertions  of  Gisborne,  Newfoundland  owes  the  great 
advantage  of  telegraphic  conmiunication ;  he  was  the  pioneer,  but 
lie  reaped  no  benefit  from  all  his  labours  and  privations  on  our 
behalf. 

In  the  .spring  of  j8o2  an  Act  was  passed  incorporating  "  The  New- 
foundland Electric  Telegrai>l).  Company,"  giving  the  company  the 
exclusive  right  to  erect  tt^legraphs  in  the  Island  for  thirty  years,  and  a 
large  grant  of  land  on  the  completion  of  the  line.  The  Ellen  Gidtorne 
came  to  St.  John's  in  December  1852,  but  it  was  not  until  the  spring  of 
18.53  that  Mr.  Gisborne  organised  a  company  in  New  York,  with 
Horace  B.  Tibbetts,  Darius  B.  Holbrook,  and  others ;  he  then  proceeded 
vigorously  with  the  work  of  building  the  line  to  Cape  Ray.  His  agents 
ill  St.  John's  were  CJisborne  and  Henderson;  everythii,'^  was  pro- 
gressing favourably  in  the  summer  of  1853,  when  the  New  York  agents 
dishonoured  h's  bills  and  the  whole  concern  collapsed  ;  Gisborne  liimseif 
was  stripped  of  everything  he  possessed.  This  unfortunate  result 
pi'oduced  intense  distress  an)ongst  the  unfoitunate  labour'^vs  ;  on  31st 
January  18.")4,  the  Governor,  Ker  Baillie  Hamilton,  refers  to  the  wide- 
spread poverty  amongst  the  people,  "  aggravated,  moreover,  by  the 
failure  of  the  electric  telegiaph  company." 


'  l'"rom  tlio  Manchester  K.ntinincr  imd 
Times. 

"  Testimonial  to  Mr.  F.  N.  Gisborne.  A 
very  beautil'iil,  valuii'rfle,  and  appropriate  piece 
of  plate  has  been  prepared  as  a  testimonial  to 
Ml.  Frederic  Xewtou  Uisborne.  eldest  son  of 
Hartley  V.  Gisborne,  Esq.,  of  tliis  city,  con- 
tribnted  and  to  be  presented  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  St.  John's,  Newfoundl;  nd,  as  niarkinj; 
their  sense  of  the  energy  aud  perseverance  he 
has  displayed  in  traversing  the  previonsly 
unexplored  parts  of  the  island,  in  antieiputiun 
of  the  introduction  of  the  electric  telej^raph. 
The  design  is  bold,  and  highly  characteristic 
of  the  subject  portrayed.  At  il..  summit  of 
a  rocky  eminence,  in  frosted  si'\er,  stands  a 
figure  of  science,  with  a  wreath  of  immortelles 
in  her  upraised  and  extended  left  hand,  ready 
to  crown  the  deserving  enterp-ise — a  figure 
of  Uoinan  charduter,  with  a  hulchet  iu  one 


hand,  evincing  vigour  and  determination,  and 
in  the  other  a  pair  of  compasses,  indicative 
of  skill  and  calculation,  has  struggled  to 
nearly  the  highest  point,  and  is  handing  the 
eompasfcs  to  science.  The  locky  heights  are 
studded  here  and  there  wilh  North  American 
fir-trees.  Upon  the  iront  of  the  base  an  oval 
is  ioruied  by  a  cable,  and  within  the  coil  is 
the  inscription ;  on  the  opposite  side  is 
represented  a  vessel  at  sea,  laying  down  the 
cable  for  the  electric  telegraph.  A  group  of 
seals  and  a  group  of  beavers  occupy  parts  of 
the  space  between  these.  There  are  also 
engraved  representations  of  American  scenery, 
with  Indian  wigwams.  The  specific  character 
of  the  testimonial  is  further  indicated  by  the 
whole  being  encircled  by  telegraph  posts  aud 
wires.  Manchester  may  justly  take  some 
credit  to  itself,  on  account  of  its  relation  to 
the  gentleman  whose  enterprise  this  testiuionial 
commemorates." 


CYRUS  W.   FIELD. 
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In  noiie  of  Mr.  Gisltorne's  written  communications  about  this  time 
is  there  one  word  about  an  Atlantic  ca1)lo  or  telej^raphic  connuunication 
witli  Europe ;  there  can  be  no  doubt,  however,  that  an  able  man  like 
Gisborne  had  thought  of  the  project,  as  had  others,  long  before.  The 
written  and  printed  paper.s,  the  prospectus  and  plans  of  his  company 
make  no  refei-ence  whatever  to  the  larger  and  grander  conception. 
In  January  18;'4,  Gisborne  came  in  contact  with  Cyrus  W.  Field, 
then  a  young  merchant  who  had  made  a  handsome  fortune  and 
retired  from  active  business.  Field  at  once  took  hold  of  tlie  larger  idea 
of  (aide  comnuinication  with  Europe ;  for  Gisb(n'ne's  project  of  the 
limited  Newfoinidland  line  he  cared  nothing  .ind  would  have  nothing  to 


////  /■•"//,■.  -V.  1'. 


r.  \v.  iiKi.ip. 


do  with  it,  but  when  he  found  from  Professor  Morse,  Lieut.  Maury,  and 
Brett,  that  an  Ailantic  telegraph  was  a  practicable  undertaking,  lir 
threw  himself  into  the  project  with  all  his  marvellous  zeal  and  per- 
tinacity. jSo  one  claim'j  for  Mr.  Field  any  originality  of  thought  about 
this  great  enterpi-ise,  but  nothing  can  rob  him  of  the  credit  of  being  the 
first  organizer,  the  moving  spii'iL,  the  vital  force  and  power  that  from 
fii'.st  to  last  completed  the  Atlantic  cable.  His  enthusiasm  bi-ouglit  ovei- 
Peter  Cooper,  Moses  Taylor,  ^larshall  O.  Roberts,  and  Chandler  White, 
the  financiers  of  the  now  company,  founded  in  Alarch  LS.54,  and  granted 
a  charter  by  the  Newfoundland  Government  as  'The  X(iw  Yoik, 
Newfoundland,  and  London  Telegraph  Company."  ^ 

There  is  a  marked  contrast  between  the  pi'ospectus  of  Mi\  Gisborne's 
Company  and  Mr.  Field's.     The  indefatigable  Cyrus  came  down  in  the 

'  Fifld,   C'liopiT,    Tiijlor,   l{o^ll'^^s,    iiiid  sterling  to  keep  up  tbo  connection  with  New- 
Wilson   (J.   IIuiii  iire   known  ns  the   "  Five  foundhind  until  the  Atlantic  cable  was  coni- 
Iininortals";  the  men  who  first  riskul  Ji;,")()(),llO()  pleted  in  1866. 
in  185-1,  and  paid  up  the  balance  of  the  million 
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Merlin  in  March  1854',  and  returned  in  her,  leaving  his  able  brother, 
David  Dudley  Field,  and  Chandler  White  to  secure  and  perfect  the 
charter.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  discussion  in  the  Executive  Council 
and  in  the  House  on  the  grant  to  the  new  company,  especially  the 
Government  guarantee  of  i?50,000  worth  of  bonds,  not  a  penny  of  which 
was  ever  reijuired  ;  it  was,  however,  practically  passed  unanimously,  and 
immediately  the  poor  labourers  on  the  line  and  all  outstanding  liabilities 
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M.  U.   HOUKKTS. 

Jly  Mora,  .V.  Y. 


of  the  defunct  company  were  paid  off.  Chandler  White  remained  fur  a 
year  as  manager ;  he  gave  rise  to  more  law-suits  in  that  short  peiiod 
than  the  Anglo-American  has  had  ever  since. 

Wliilst  his  associates  were  busy  settling  the  affliirs  of  the  company 
in  St.  John's,  C.  W.  Field  was  in  England  getting  the  first  cable  made 
for  the  Gulf.  It  was  very  unfortunate  for  the  company  that  Mr.  Field 
could  not  be,  like  "  Boyle  Roche's  bird,"  in  two  places  at  once ;  the 
company's  affairs  in  the  Colony  were  managed  with  reckless  ex- 
travagance and  woful  incapacity.  One  Sunday  I  remember  seeing  the 
Victorias  crew  landing  glass  insulators  at  Eurgeo  ;  three  out  of  every 
five  wore  smashed  on  a  lot  of  ballast  at  the  head  of  the  wharf.  "There 
goes  ten  cents  for  Peter  Cooper's  "  said  the  profane  Sluyter. 

It  has  been  argued  by  many  pei'sons  in  our  day  that  the  charter  to 
Field's  Company  was  extravagant  and  unjustifiable,  that  harder  terms 
should  have  been  exacted,  and  particularly  that  the  Colony  should  ha\e 
secured  a  revenue  out  of  the  company.  Now  let  us  look  at  the  facts  as 
they  appeared  to  the  highly  intelligent  and  able  men  who  arranged  this 
question  in  1(S54.  I  admit,  at  the  outset,  that  the  Act  was  ably  drawn, 
drafted  in  the  interest  of  the  company  by  the  first  lawyer  in  America, 
David  Dudley  Field ;   but  were  its  provisions  unreasonable  ?     In  the 
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fii'st  place  Mr.  Cyrus  Field  would  accept  nothinj^  less  than  the  Act;  if 
there  had  been  any  important  modification  lie  would  siniply  have  let 
the  matter  drop  and  have  retired  to  New  York  to  enjoy  his  well- 
earned  leisure,  We  niiiKt  remember  that  whilst  one  part  of  the  project, 
the  land  line  and  the  connection  across  the  Gulf,  was  practicable  and 
feasible,  the  main  project  of  an  Atlantic  cable  was  looked  upon  by  ninety- 
nine  men  out  of  every  hundred  as  the  wild  project  of  a  Yankee  lunatic  ; 
even  on  the  very  eve  of  its  completion,  the  Londtni  Times  declared  it  was 
a  visionary  and  utterly  impracticable  undertakiufj.    Our  Legislature  had 


THE    "VICTOKIa"  TOWIMi  TIIH  "  S.   L.   UUYANT." 

From  Mullnhj's  Trip  to  Xetv/oundlaml. 

before  them  an  offer  from  wealthy  Americuns  to  pay  ott'  the  debts  of 
the  bankrupt  company,  to  expend  a  million  dollars  in  the  Colony,  to 
give  the  Island  telegra^ihic  connnunication  with  England  and  America, 
and  a  local  line  to  Cape  Ray  and  Cape  Race  absolutely  for  nothing.^ 
Would  the  Legislature  have  been  justilied  in  rejecting  such  an  ubviuusly 
advantageous  otTer,  and  was  it  unreasonable  for  dai'ing  capitalists,  who 
were  willing  to  risk  their  millions  in    uch  a  risky  enterprise,  to  recjuire 


'  Until  tho  lociil  lines  were  befrun  by 
Mr.  Mttckiiy  in  1877,  this  Colony  luul  not 
spent  a  fartliiug  on  telegraphs  beyond  the 
Carbouear  line,  wliieh  was  taken  over  at  par 
by  Mr.  Field.  Alt  the  other  North  American 
Colonies  exjjended  large  sums  on  local  lines. 
In  1877,  Trinity,  Cutalina,  and  Uonuvista  were 
connected  by  telegraph  ;  in  1878  Government 


lines  were  extended  to  St.  Georfre's  Hay, 
Hay  of  Islands,  JJetts  Cove,  Tilt  ('ove,  and 
Little  Bay  Mines;  in  IHf.")  the  telegraph  was 
extended  to  Greenspond  and  Twilliugate, 
Burin,  St.  Lawrence,  jjauiaiine,  Grand  liauk, 
and  Fortune;  in  1887  it  was  extended  to 
Fogo,  Seldom  Come  By,  Change  Islands,  &c. 
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exclusive  ri^rhts  subject  to  a  rit,'lit  of  pre-einption  ?     Our  Let;islature 
would  have   been  wron^'  to  refuse  such  an  obviously  favourable  offer, 

the  rifjfhts  of  the  Colony  bein^'  carefully  guarded 
by  rather  onerous  restrictions.' 

The  land  line  t j  Cape  Ray  was  completed 
in  October  lISoG.  In  anticipation  of  its  nperation 
Mr.  Field  and  a  party  of  friends  came  to 
St.  John's  in  th(^  steamer  James  Adijev,  and  went 
to  Port-aux-Bas(|ues  to  la}'  the  cable  across  the 
Gulf ;  in  towing  the  barque  Sarnh  L.  Bryant 
with  the  cable,  a  gale  arose,  and  the  cable  had 
to  be  cut  to  cave  the  bar([ue  ;  a  little  later  in 
the  same  year,  however,  the  cable  was  success- 
fully laid  to  Cape  Breton  by  Sir  Sanmel  Canniiig, 
Mr.  T.  D.  Scanlan-  representing  the  ^Jevvfound- 
land  Company.'  When  ^[r.  Field  arrived  . in 
New  York  in  December  1(S50,  he  found  the  Gulf  cable  broken,  and  all 
the  Newfoumllaiid  telegraph  line  in  a  state  of  disorder,  the  super- 
intendent, Simpson,  having  abandoned   the  country  \\\  despair.     He  put 
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PORT-AUX-DAS(iUES  IN   1857. 

From  Miillalii's  Trip  to  ycwfoundlnnil. 

himself    in    communication    with    James    Eddy    and    the    well-known 
D.  H.   Craig,  founder  of  the   New  York  Associated  Press,  and  asked 


'  There  is  a  very  able  article  in  the 
Newfoundlander  in  April  lH.'j4,  on  this  sub- 
ject, evidently  written  by  lion.  K.  1).  Shea. 

^  1'he  late  Mr.  T.  D.  Scanlan  was  asso- 
ciated with   the  New   York,   Newfoundland, 


and  liOndon  Telegraph  Company,  from  its 
birth  in  18r)4  to  its  nnialgamatiim  with  the 
Anglo-American  Company  in  1873. 

•'  The  first  message  sent  was  a  cable  from 
J.  &.  W.  Pitts  to  A.  &  M.  CameroB,  Baddeek. 


A.  M.  MACK  AY. 
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tlit'in  to  HL'htct  I'oi'  liiiii  tho  liost  mnn  in  Amorieii  to  take  ciiarife  of  tlio 
NewfoumllaiKl  Hikjh  ;  without  cuimnunicatioii  with  ouch  other,  tht-y 
iidviHoil  him  to  nppoiiit  Mr.  A.  M.  Miickuy,  then  twoiity-two  years  olil, 
the  Superititendent  of  the  Nova  Scotia  Telerjniph.'  Wiieii  Maekay  came 
here  in  Jainiary  lf<.)7  he  foun<l  ever^thiii^  in  confu.sion,  not  a  Hin^'hi 
section  of  the  line  was  in  workin<f  order;  lie  aseertiiined  where  the 
hreak  wii,h  in  theeitltle,  repaired  it  in  June  IHriJ  with  tlu^  Hniall  steamei' 
Vidorid,  walked  over  the  lint3  from  Cape  Ray,  orpmised  the  start' 
of  operators  aiid  repairers,  and  put  the  whoh;  concern  in  workinjf  order. 
From  this  period  until  the  successful  laying 
of  the  cahle  in  I8(i(i,  the  New  Yoik,  New- 
foundland, and  [.london  Telegraph  Company 
in  this  Colony  was  kept  in  exi.stence  as  a 
^oing  concern  by  two  men,  Field  and  Maekay-; 
a  dozen  times  the  other  directors  would  have 
dropped  it  altofjether  but  for  Fields  enthu- 
siasm and  perseverance, and  Afackay'sactivity 
and  careful,  economical  manajjement  in  the 
Island.  The  lavini;  of  the  cable  of  course 
put  life  into  the  local  lines,  made  the  worth- 
less valuabl(>,  and  from  that  day  to  this 
everything  has  gone  well  under  the  same 
able  management.'' 

All    in    Newfoundland    who    remend)er 
the    27th    July    180(5,    when    the    Atlantic 

cable  was  lan<led,  can  bear  witness  to  the  excitement  and  enthusias-n 
that  pervaded  all  cla,sses.  I  vms  present  with  a  ]iarty  in  Heart's  Con- 
tent at  the  time,  and  I  beliove  Cyrus  VV.  Field  hardly  slept  for  tlirtie 
nights  wh  Isfc  in  port.  The  cab!e  is  no  longer  a  wonder  and  a  marvel, 
but  as  one  sits  through  the  long  watches  of  the  night,  with  1)oth 
continents   at  rest,  and     notes   the   beginning    of  the  business    day   in 
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'  Thf  liest  proof  of  Mr.  .Miickay's  energy 
nnd  t'coiioTiiy  in  nii.iiiigenient  i»  the  iictiial 
work  !H'(">iii]ilislioil.  Ill  IHG"  he  rebuilt  the 
whole  tekgriiph  line  from  fSt.  ,1  '■•^'s  to  Cape 
liiiy,  which  iiiul  ori^'inally  cost  .ni,()(»(),0()0, 
for  .'<'.H),uu(),  in  reeoirnition  of  whieli  service 
the  Coinpuny  presented  hir.i  with  a  niKgniii- 
ccnt  service  of  |iliilc  ;  ami  in  IHS.")  lie  built 
for  the  Xewfomulland  Governniei\t  branch 
lines  from  Hiirin  and  Twillingale,  to  connect 
with  the  N?w  York,  Xewfouudlaud,  and  Lon- 
don telegraph  system,  .'340  miles  through  the 
wilderness  for  !;!4.'),000. 

-  The  receipts  from  the  Newfoundland 
liue.s  throughout  this  period  of  hope  deferred 
were  very  small  and  very  precarious.  In  18.')'.) 
a  news  boat  was  placed  at  Cape  liace  l)y  the 

/    p.  -yriw. 


Associated  I'r?ss  to  intercept  ocean  steamers  ; 
the  first  ship  met  was  the  S.S,  I '/(/'/,  of  the 
luman  Line.  The  public  constantly  saw  the 
heading  in  Knglisli  and  American  papers, 
"  Via  Ciipe  Uace,"  but  few  had  any  idea  of 
those  daring  trips  of  bold  John  .^tul•phy  to 
catch  the  outward  and  honicuard-bound 
steamers;  consid<Ming  the  imminent  peril  (d' 
landing  and  launching  boats  from  such  a  wild 
spot,  it  is  marvel lo\is  how  much  news  was  sent 
in  this  extraordinary  way. 

•'  The  Anglo-Aaieiicau  Telegraph  Com- 
pany has  spent  in  this  Colony  more  than 
$4,0Ut),<)()()  in  salaries,  renewals,  aiid  repairs 
over  and  above  the  entirt;  receiiits  from 
Newfoundland  sources. 
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Europe,  iukI  liittT  on  tlic  i-iihIi  I'roin  Anierica,  watcliiiijr  li.v  tlit;  calilu 
iiiHtniin(M)t,  Wf  a|)|it'ur  iiliiiost  to  Iieai-  tlic  ea^fcr  hU'\)»  (if  tin'  ))Usy  iinilti- 
tiules  in  two  worlds;  to  tho  tireil  opoiator  it  'in  nicro  ordinary  ImsincsH, 
lait  ti)  tho  onlooker,  this  joining;  oi'  the  heniisphcros,  and  tli<!  coinjih'ttj 
annihilation  of  time  and  space,  will  always  appear  as  the  nio«t 
wonderful  aohieveniint  in  an  )v^(  of  seientitie  nmrvels.  To  Mr.  F.  P«'rry, 
tilt!  ahlc  Superintendent  of  the  An^do-Anjcrican  (!;il)Ie  Company,  I  am 
indeljted  for  the  chapter  on  the  landinjf  and  working'  of  the  cable, 
Mr.  IVi-iy  was  at  Heart's  Content  in  IHOd,  and  has  I'or  many  years 
l)e:^n  the  very  etRcieiit  j^eneral  manaj^er  there,  one  of  the  busiest 
a'ld  best-equipped  telei,'raj)h  stations  in  the  world. 


V 


THE  ATLAXTTC   CAIILE  AND  HEATiTS   CONTEXT. 

Bv  F.  Perky, 

Super! iiti'iident  of  Ihc  Aiinlti-.tuirriciin  CtOilc  OlJIi-c  iit  Linrjiiin!. 

The  27th  of  July  l<SO(i  will  lonj^  be  remend)ered  by  the  inliabitants 
of  Newfoundland  as  a  red-letter  day  in  it3  history,  for  on  that  morning 

the  S.8.  Great  J'Jtfsfcni,  with  tiie  livin(:f  end  of  the 
Atlantic  cable  on  board,  accomj)anied  by  the 
steanhships  Medway  and  Alhamj,  might  be  dis- 
cerned from  the  .settlement  of  Heart's  Content, 
two  or  three  mdes  in  the  offing;  the  hojies  and 
fears  which  ha'l  been  entertained  in  rt'fti'encc!  to 
tills  undertaking  were  then  within  an  ace  of  being 
successfully  determined.  It  is  true  that  seme 
years  previously  (i.SoS)  an  attempt  had  been  made 
to  unite  Ireland  and  Newfoundland  by  a  sub- 
marine calile,  which  liad  been  landed  in  Bay 
Bull's  Arm,  at  the  head  of  Trinity  Bay,  but  its  life 
had  been  short  and  at  best  precarious  ;  the  instru- 
ments u.sed  in  its  manipulation  were  cumbrous, 
while  the  .signals  recorded  were  sluggish,  and  the  working  painfully 
slow.  About  mid-day  on  the  date  above-mentioned  the  shore-end  of  the 
cable  was  successfully  lauded,  and  from  that  moment  until  the  present, 
if  we  except  a  few  months  between  November  1870  and  May  1871, 
the  comniimication  between  Valentia  and  Heart's  Content  has  never  for 
an  instant  been  interrupted. 

To  connect  Heart's  Content  with  the  United  States,  Canada,  and  the 
continent  of  America,  lines  had  been  erected  between  Newfoundland  and 
Capa  Breton — where  the  wires  belonging  to  the  Western  Union  Company 
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of  Aiiicrioii  had  tlicir  tcnniiuiH—  tlu'  New  York,  Xi'wroiiiiillnin],  mihI 
Lomloii  'lV'lt'<^M';i|)Ii  ('oiiipiui}'  hud  hcoii  inroi'iMinitt'd.  Tlii.s  lalti'i-  cuiii- 
ptiiiy  owed  its  c'l'cdioii  to  the  idmiiHt  sn[)(Mlniiiiiiii  cfloi'ts  ot"  Mr.  ( 'yius 
Field,  a  proniiiif'iit  citi/i'ii  ol"  tho  Fiiiti'd  Stiitis,  to  wliose  cntiny  and 
persevuraiice  hIho  tho  t'oriiiatiori  of  the  companies  in  the  United  Kiij;';(hHn, 
pi'iinarily  the  Atlantic  'I'ele^fraph  Cinipany,  and  wilweipientiy  the 
Anj^lo-Aiiicrican  Telej^raph  Ccanpany,  was  at  thi'  same  tiiiic  mainly 
attrilnitahle. 

The  lines  of  tlie  New  York,  Newfoundland,  and  London  'I't'ltui-nph 
Conijtany  consisteil  of  an  air  line  suspended  on  poles  alon<;  the  soul  hern 
shore  of  the  island  terminating,'  at 
Port-aux-Bas(pies,  at  its  south-western 
corner  ;  from  this  point  to  Aspde  Buy, 
in  the  island  of  Caj)e  Bieton,  a  distance 
of  some  sevent}'  iidii  s,  a  submarine 
c:d)le  had  previou»<ly  Iteen  submerged, 
although  at  the  time  of  the  com- 
jiletion  (d'  the  ocean  cable  to  Heart's 
Content  this  short  cable  was  unfor- 
tunately interruphed,  fast  steamers 
being  employed  for  the  time  in  convey- 
ing batches  of  messages  at  freciuent 
intervals.  Towards  the  autumn, 
however,  this  short  section  was 
repaired  by  A.  M.  IMackay,  the 
(general  Superintendent  in  New- 
foundland of  the  New  York  Company, 
thus  completing  ti^legraph  eommuni- 
cation  between  the  two  great  con- 
tinents, Eurf)pe  and  America. 

In  the  ensuing  summer  (1<SG7),  it  having  been  found  that  the  land 
line  across  the  broadih  of  Newfoundland,  from  the  si'vei-ity  of  winter 
storms  and  the  tardy  means  at  hand  for  restoration,  was  generally 
unreliable  and  unsatisfactory,  it  was  determined  to  lay  a  submarine 
ca.ble  from  Creat  Placentia  in  Newfoundland  to  North  Sydney  in  Cape 
Breton,  takilig  the  French  island  of  St.  Pierre  by  the  way,  and  so 
bringing  that  colony  within  the  fold  of  telegraph  communication,  and  at 
the  same  time  rendering  the  company  independent  of  the  somewhat 
precarious  communii-ation  by  the  air  line  across  the  island  of  Newfound- 
land. From  that  time  until  the  present  the  cal)les  between  Placentia 
and  North  Sydney  have  been  ihultipli'^d  and  strengthened,  while  the 
line  via  Port-aux-Basijues  has  not  of  late  been  in  use  for  through  traffic ; 
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it.  is  nieruly  serviceable  for  local  messages  and  for  coinpletiiio- tiie  network 
of  telegraphs  thron^hoiit  the  island. 

]t  was  part  of  the  Grcut  J'J<i.stc'rn'.s  mission,  if  the  calile  of  LSOd 
sliouM  bo  successfully  accomplished,  to  endeavour  to  recover  the  lost  end 
of  tlie  18(55  cable  which  had  been  attempted  to  be  laid,  liy  the  Atlantic 
Telegraph  Com]iany  with  the  same  steamer  in  the  sianmer  of  the 
previous  year.  This  feat,  which  has  been  compared  to  fishing  with  a 
bent  pin  at  the  end  of  a  string  from  the  dome  of  St.  Paul's,  was  also  an 
accomplished  fact  towards  the  middle  of  September  in  the  same  year, 
when  the  ship  having  recovered  the  cable  from  a  depth  of  nearly  two 
tiiousand  fathoms,  spoken  through  the  line  to  Valentia  and  spliced  it 
on  to  the  cable  on  Iward,  brought  that  emJ  also  safely  to  shore  at  Hearf's 
Content. 

TJie  instruments  at  first  used  in  manipulating  the  cable  wei'C  an 
ordinary  double-current  key  and  a  mirror-reflecting  galvanometei-,  the 
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From  tlif  IllHstrntcd  Lomloii  S  wx. 

former  for  transmitting  the  signals,  and  the  hotter  lor  receiving  them  ; 
some  sixteen  to  twenty  cells  of  the  form  known  as  "  Menotti "  were 
used  for  generating  the  current,  while  boxes  oi  "  condensei-s,"  which  are 
composed  of  alternate  sheets  of  tinfoil  and  mica,  or  other  insulating 
material,  were  em[)loyed  to  keep  the  movements  of  the  "  spot,"  or  column 
of  reflected  light,  obt'dient  to  the  movements  of  the  inirror,  suspended 
by  a  fiVa-e  of  silk  within  the  con  .,iutions  of  fine  wire  contained  in  the 
galvanometer,  within  cont  ol.  These  instruments,  although  simple  in 
construction  and  somewhat  crude  in  comparison  with  those  in  use  in  the 
present  day,  ^\ere  proved  to  be  satisfactoiy,  and  c     tinued  to  hold  tlu  ir 
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place  for  seven  years.  The  speed  of  working  at  tlie  bt-ginning  was  six 
to  ei^ht  words  a  minute,  but  this  was  improved  upon  as  time  went  on 
and  the  cj)erators  gained  experience  in  what  to  them  was  an  entirely 
new  system. 

In  1873  the  siphon  recorder,  an  invention  of  Lord  Kelvin,  then 
Sir  William  Thomson,  the  eminent  electrician  and  Professor  of  Philosophy 
at  Glasgow  University,  was  introduced.  The  advantage  of  this  instru- 
ment was  that  the  signals  transmitted  througli  the  cable  were  no  longer 
interpreted  by  the  movements  of  a  liash  of  light,  but  were  permanently 
recorded  on  a  paper  tape  or  ribbon  by  ink  flowing  through  a  glass  tube 
or  siphon,  not  much  thicker  than  a  hair,  one  end  of  whicl\  was  bent 
into  a  small  tank  or  metal  box  contain  ng  ink,  and  the  other  moving 
near  the  surface  of  the  paper,  which  was  keptfontiinially  moving  onward 
by  the  revolutions  of  a  "  mouse-mili  "  worked  by  a  "  quantity  battery  " 
of  large  surface,  the  mouse-mill  also  fultilliiig  the  duty  of  electiifj'ing 
the  ink  and  forcing  it  through  the  l)ore  of  the  narrow  siphon.  This 
.system  wan  greatly  in  advance  of  the  mirror-galvanometer,  inju^much 
as  the  record  could  lie  preserved  for  reference  in  case  of  eiTors,  and  the 
eyes  were  relieved  from  the  tedium  and  constant  strain  involved  in  the 
old  method. 

In  the  year  187S  "  diiplex  "  was  smccessfully  i)lace<l  on  the  cables 
after  a  long  period  of  painstaking  research  and  perseveratice  by 
Mr.  J.  B.  Stearns,  a  citizen  of  the  Unite<l  States  thi:  permitting  a. 
mes.snge  to  be  sent  and  received  on  the  same  cable  at  the  same  time,  and 
so  nearly  doubling  its  working  |Mx«-er.  In  this  sy-stem  a  mock  cable  or 
artificial  line  was  employed,  au  insti'ument,  or  rather  succession  of 
instruments,  maile  up  so  as  t(  represent  the  cable  as  noarly  as  possible, 
both  as  regards  resistanrc  and  cap'trity  ;  these  hitter  had  to  be  adjusted, 
or,  to  use  a  common  term,  "lialancid,"  with  such  nicety  that  when  out- 
going signals  were  sent  into  the  cable,  the  in-coming  signals  would  not 
bo  affected  or  disturbed  ;  when  this  nsult  was  attained  the  n?st  was 
easy,  and  dui)lex  from  thtrt,  time  to  the  present  remains  an  undoubted 
possibility. 

The  Anglo-American  Telograph  Company,  by  its  cables  between 
Valentia  and  H'-art's  Conteiit,  makes  a  great  point  in  transmitting  the 
(juick-time  m»'ssjiges,  or  "  ,st.ocks "  as  they  are  termed ;  the  wires  are 
brought  into  the  Stock  Exchange  at  New  York,  while  the  Company's 
office  in  Throgmorton  .Hft-reet,  London,  is  within  a  few  steps  of  the  Stock 
Exchange  in  that  city.  "lie  land  lines  are  ])laced  alongside  the  cable 
instruments  at  V'alentia,  Heart's  Content,  and  North  Sydney,  so  that 
while    till'    me.ssMges    are    being   tran.scribed  by  one  O])erator  they   are 
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at  t'aeli  .stjition.  By  this  luetliod  it  is  a  tliin^'  of  frefpii-nt  occurrence  for 
a  I)i()kcn'  ill  New  York  to  tL'lt'i:;,Ta|)]i  an  ordi)'  to  lii-:  client  in  London 
and  receive  a  reply  that  the  l)U.sines.,  lias  hciMi  completed,  all  witliin  the 
space  of  tivf  initmtes,  thus  coiepassino'  tlie  journey  of  twa  thousand  five 
liundi'dl  inilfs  in  each  direction,  or  five  tliousiuid  miles  in  all,  within 
that  short  space  of  time. 

When  the  first  cable  was  landed  at  He<irt's  Content  in  ISOG,  fO'ue 
nine  or  ten  individuals  were  landed  from  the  (rivu/  Eastern  to  work  it ; 
in  the  pi-esent  dav  there  are  forty-five  pei-sons  composing  the  staff  at  that 
station  :  some  are  tliere  yet  who  wei'e  the  oi-iginal  uperatoi's.  Tlie  first 
j'uhlic  message  that  passed  over  the  cable  was  at  the  rate  of  one  pound 
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sterling  a  woi'd  :  now  the  s;me  servi«3r'  is  perfonufl  for  one  shilling.  In 
the  early  dayr  it  was  considered  a  gowi  day's  work  to  pass  two  i.Mudred 
telegrams  per  diem  ;  now  it  is  by  no  :ueaus  uncommon  by  this  one  route 
alone  to  exchange  three  thousand. 

'Plius  has  an  (enterprise,  whi-h  at  first  may  have  provokefl  the  jieers 
oi'  the  ndicule  of  tln"  incredulous  as  a  scheme  altogether  tto  wild  in 
design  or  too  impo.ssiidu  cf  accoinplishmont,  !xH;n  pr<)ve<l  by  the  ])ei'- 
severing  to  be  an  undertaking  well  wuithy  of  imitation,  and  may  render 
those  who  initiattMl  it,  and  those  who  have  assisted  in  I'ringing  it  to  its 
l)resent  state  of  perfection,  as  men  desei-ving  well  of  their  countiy  and 
])ostyrity,  and  leaving,  as  tlie  poet  tells  us,  "  footprints  on  the  sands  cf 
time." 


'  The  Anpln-j^inciiciiii  f '(>.  possossi's  most 
(U'voteil  ami  NaluMble  Mivuiits ;  iioiiu  of  tluiii 
iin  nutio  rLMimrkMblc  tliuii  the  captiiiii  ot'tlicir 
faille  st-jaiiu'i-  Miiiia,  iSainiU'l  'I'rott.  .loliii 
\\ .  ^^llcklly  correctly  desifjimtwl  hira  "  tlio 
fii't'iitost  t'ii'jle-uatclicr  in  the  woriil  ''  ;  no 
(lilfii'iilty,   no  ilipth  of  ooi'Uti,   can  keep  liio 


calile  from  his  irrasp.  His  latest  feat,  in  tlu' 
smnnier  of  1H'J4,  in  jinippliiijx  anil  splieiii;j; 
sncce.ssfnily  the  two  ends  of  the  sevenly-foiir 
ealde,  over  idO  miles  apart,  in  'j,"!)!)  f'atlioms 
of  water,  with  a  eurrent  runr.ing  .six  knots, 
is  the  ermviiing  achievement  of  his  reniark- 
iible  cart'er. 
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CnAPTP]R  XXII. 

THE  XElVFOrXDLAXD   FISHERIES    COMMISSION. 
Bv  Rev.  M.  Harvev,  I.L.D., 

Sicrcfitrii  tu  thi!  Cinnmisgiuii, 

In  1887  a  Commission  was  appointed  by  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  in  Council,  to  investigate  the  operations  of  Fisheries  Depart- 
ments in  other  countries,  with  the  view  to  the  establishment  of  a 
similar  department  in  Newfoundland  should  it  be  found  desirable  and 
practicable.  This  a}ipointment  was  niade  in  accordance  with  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  Connnission,  of  which  the  Hon.  A.  W.  Harvey  was  cliairman, 
presented  theii-  first  report  in  March  1(SS8.  In  it  the  vaiious  steps 
taken  in  carrying  out  the  objects  in  vieAV  were  stated  in  detail.  By 
means  of  a  ciiculav  addressed  to  the  Departments  of  Fisheries  in  the 
Dominion  ot  Cmada,  the  United  States  of  America,  England,  and 
Ncrway,  much  valual)le  information  regarding  the  organisation  and 
working  of  their  respective  departments  was  obtained,  as  well  as  the 
results  of  their  operations  in  the  artificial  propagation  of  food  fisiies, 
and  their  methods  of  constructing  hatcherie*.  The  report,  alter  giving 
a  sununary  of  the  information  thus  collected,  went  on  to  contrast  the 
intelligent  guardianship  over  thiir  fisheries  exercised  in  the  United 
(States,  Canada,  Norway,  and  England  with  the  almo.st  complete  neglect 
of  the  fisheries  in  Newfoundland,  where  thei'e  was  no  department 
charged  with  the  duty  of  investigating,  repo;ting  on  them,  or  furnishing 
any  useful  help  or  gui<lance  to  the  fisheraien;  while  there  were  no 
proper  regulations  to  protect  these  industries,  o'l  which  the  mass  of  the 
peiiple  were  dependent  for  their  subsistence,  fro  u  the  effects  of  ignoraiict; 
and  reckless  greed.  As  i  constcpience,  the  Newfoundland  cod  fisheries 
were  declining  to  an  alainiing  extent,  esj.ecially  those  around  the  shores, 
and  the  rivers  were  largely  depleted  of  .salmon.  The  methods  of  curing 
and  drying  the  fish  had  deteriorated,  and  no  attempt  had  been  nuidc 
to  repleni.'-h   exhausteil   waters  l>y  artificial 
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other  fishing  countries.  The  I'eport  recommended  the  organ! sjitioii  of  a 
permanent  Fisheries  Commission  as  a  branch  of  the  public  service. 

Accordingly,  in  June  1889,  the  Legislature  passed  an  "  Act  to 
"  provide  for  the  formation  of  a  Fisheries  Commission,  and  other 
"  purposes,"  in  which  the  powers,  duties,  and  functions  of  the  sjiid 
Commission  were  defined.  Provisions  were  also  made  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  chairman,  a  secretary,  and  a  superintendent  of  fisheries, 
and  the  erection  of  fish  hatcheries.  The  Hon.  A.  W.  Harvey,  a  member 
of  the  Legislative  Council,  who  had  made  a  .speciality  of  the 
fisheries,  and  with  commendable  zeal  and  ability  had  for  n)any  yeai-s 
urged  on  the  Legislature  the  vitiil  importance  of  a  scientific  examination 
of  the  fisheries  and  a  proper  supervision  of  their  working,  was  ai)pointed 
chairman,  and  the  Rev,  M.  Harvey,  who  had  given  much  attentitn  to 
tlie  same  subject,  and  written  extensively  on  fish  and  fisheries,  was 
nominated  as  secretary. 

The  Commission  was  fortunate  in  secuniig  the  services  of  Mr.  Adol|)h 
Nielsen,  a  Norwegian  Inspector  of  Fisheries,  as  Superintendent  of 
Fisheries  in  Newfoundland.  His  iiccurate  and  extensive  knowledge  of 
fisheries,  scientific  and  practical,  and  his  lengthened  experience  fitted 
him  adnnrably  for  the  position,  and,  a.s  subsequent  events  proved,  his 
ztal,  energy,  and  devotion  to  his  duties  were  all  that  could  be  desired. 
The  names  of  forty-two  gentlemen  were  placed  on  the  roll  of  the 
Commission,  but  the  business  was  conducted  by  an  Executive  Committee 
of  seven  members. 

The  fii*st  step  was  the  erection  of  a  hatchery  in  April  1889,  for  the 
propagation  of  cod  and  other  fish,  on  Dildo  Island  in  Tr'nity  Bay.  This 
was  fitted  up  with  proper  apparatus  embodying  all  tlie  latest  improve- 
merits,  and  had  sufliicient  capjicity  for  hatching  between  two  and  three 
hundred  million  of  cod  ova  in  the  season.  At  a  later  date  a  salt-w'ater 
pond  was  added  in  which  the  fish  were  allowed  to  spawn  in  the  natural 
Avay,  an  arrangement  which  enabled  the  Superintendent  to  hatch  from 
sixty  to  seventy  per  cent,  of  the  ova  and  plant  the  3'ouiig  fry  in  good 
conilition  in  the  waters  of  the  bay.  Both  cod-fish  and  lobsters  were 
hatched  here. 

The  Commission  then  conunenced  a  careful  stud^'  and  investigation 
of  the  fisheries  of  the  Colony,  in  all  their  branches,  with  a  view  to 
devising  rules  and  regulations  for  their  protection,  of  ascei*t«ining  the 
liabits  of  the  commeicial  fi.shes,  the  causes  whicli  injuriously-  aflect  the 
fisheries,  the  best  means  <jf  restoring  them,  and  the  eH'ects  of  the 
various  appliances  used  in  the  capture  of  fish.  The  results  of  these 
iiivostigiiti(jns  conducted  by  the  Superintendent  were  emljodied  in 
annual  reports,  which   w  ere   presented  to  the  Legislature,  printed,   and 


BAIT  INTELLIGEXCE  SERVICE. 


619 


were 


o 

ct  the 

(»r    the 

these 

It'll    in 


circulated.  Rules  anl  x-egulations  for  the  fruardianship  of  the  fi8herie3 
were  submitted  for  approval  to  the  Legislature,  and  prop"r  arranguuieuts 
made  for  tlie  enforcement  of  these  when  they  became  lav,'. 

The  artificial  propagation  of  lobsters  on  an  extensive  scale  was 
carried  on  by  means  of  floating  incubators,  hivented  by  Mr.  Niel>en. 
These  were  worked  in  nearly  all  the  large  bays  each  season. 

The  Superintendent  drew  up  an  exhaustive  account  of  the  "  Cure  of 
Cod-fish  and  Herrings,"  in  which  were  given  full  directions  for  the 
proper  cure  of  these  fishes  according  to  difterent  methods,  and  the 
errors  committed  in  the  treatment  and  packing  of  herrings  were  pointed 
out.  This  valuable  paper  has  been  reprinted  by  the  Irish  Department 
of  Fisheries,  for  the  use  of  tlie  fishermen,  and  has  also  been  translated 
into  French.  A  large  edition  was  distributed  in  Newfoundland  by  the 
Conmiission. 

A  Bait  Intelligence  Service  has  also  been  established  for  the  purpose 
of  informing  the  captains  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  Bank  Fishery,  on 
touching  at  any  port,  where  bait  was  to  be  obtained,  thus  saving  much 
time  which  would  otherwise  have  been  spent  in  searching  for  bait. 

Seven  years  have  now  elapsed  since  the  formation  of  a  Fisheries 
Commission.  A  great  change  for  the  better  has  been  accomplished.  The 
fisheries  have  been  brought  under  control  by  judicicnis  rules  and 
regulations  based  on  a  knowledge  of  fish  life,  and  these  are  enforced 
by  fishery  wardens.  Injurious  practices  and  destructive  modes  of 
fishing,  by  which  vast  (quantities  of  innnature  fish  wex'e  destroyed,  thus 
causing  deterioration  of  the  fisheries,  are  being  gradually  suppresse<l. 
The  salmon  rivers  are,  to  a  great  extent,  cleared  of  those  obstructions 
which  prevented  the  ascent  of  the  salmon  for  spawning  purposes.  The 
ruinous  practice  of  "  barring  "  ri\ers,  which  was  almost  universal,  has 
been  almost  entirely  ended.  The  pollution  of  salmon  rivers  i)y  sawilust 
from  lumber  mills  is  greatly  checked.  Li'provements  in  thf  cure  and 
packing  of  our  &ea  products  are  making  way  The  manufacture  of 
bontiess  cod-fish,  of  glue  from  the  skins  of  cod,  of  in)))roved  eo<l-liver  oil 
on  the  Norwegian  plan,  have  been  introduced,  and  will  enhance  the 
value  of  our  cod-fishery.  The  proper  cure  and  packing  of  herrings,  so 
as  to  fit  them  for  different  markets  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  has 
been  practically  exemplified  by  the  Superintendent,  and  those  treated 
under  his  supervision  have  .secured  enhauced  prices  M"d«l  smoke- 
houses have  been  erected  in  Placeritia  Bay,  in  which  some  of  the 
finest  smoked  herrings  have  been  packed  for  market,  and  have  readily 
sold  at  remuneiative  prices.  Model  refrigerating  roon-  have  also  been 
built  for  the  preservati'  n  of  fresh  bait  by  the  free/  •ig  ])rocess,  which 
if  brought  into  genera!  use  will   be  the   means  of    greatly 
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tliu  annual  catch  of  cod  by  having  constantly  on  hand  a  supply  of  fresh 
bait. 

The  artificial  propngation  of  cod-fi.sh  and  lobsteis  has  oiven  satis- 
factory results,  and  promises  great  things  in  tlie  future.  Tiie  fi)llo\ving 
figures  exhibit  the  totil  number  of  young  cod  Iiatched  at  Dildo  Hatchery 
ii)  lour  years  : — 

-     Cod-fish  hatched       -        -      17,000,000 
-        -      39,5o(),000 


1890  - 

lR-1  - 

1892  - 

ISyii  - 


10o,25-i,000 
201,4:30,000 


Fi-'herinon  report  having  seen  large  shoals  of  fr}'  and  small  cod-fish 
during  last  summer  in  various  localities  in  Trinity  Bay,  where  they 
were  never  seen  before,  and  in  such  numbers  and  under  such  conditions 
as  to  satisfy  them  that  they  were  the  |n'odiicts  of  the  hatchery.  In 
the  near  iuture  a  great  increase  of  c  )d-fish  in  this  bay  may  reasonably 
be  anticipated. 

In  the  artificial  propagation  of  lobsters  by  means  of  the  Nielsen 
floating  incubators,  Newfoundlaml  is  now  far  ahead  of  all  other  nations. 

The  follo'.NZiig  table  shows  what  has  been  done  in  four  yeais  :— 


18110 
IK!  1 1 
li^'j-2 
lS!i3 


Lohsters  hatched  and  phiutcd 


>» 

M 


■  390,9^4.000 
•  5J-l,lJM.U00 
-    4i:.28.5,000 

■  m:.;3o3,ooo 

1.87(3,767,0<X) 


To  the  foregoing  must  bs  added  32,88n,000  loKstei"s  planted  from 
Dildo  Hatchery  in  five  years.  Grand  total,  l,!>09,tJjG,000  lobsters 
hatched  and  planted. 

Tlie  Fisheries  Connnission  has  hail  to  encounter  many  difficulties 
and  nmi-h  opposition,  but  that  its  labours  have  been  a{>preciated,  and 
that  public  confidence  in  it  is  now  establishivl,  m  ly  be  inferred  from 
the  fact  that  the  legislative  grant  for  this  service  was  doubled,  and 
is  now  82(),(t0()  per  aniunn.  Besides,  in  ISJKi,  it  was  advanced  to 
the  dignity  of  a  Government  Deparuneut,  w  iih  the  Hon.  A.  W.  Harvey 
at  its  head  as  Connnissioiicr  of  Fisheries,  and  Mr.  Nielsen,  aa  before. 
Superintendent  of  Fisheries.  A  p;\>s^X'ix)Us  and  useful  career  may  be 
confidently  anticij^ted  foi  th  s  Department. 

M.  Harvey, 


[111  puhlishiiij;  thi<  valuable  pniver  it  is 
only  ilue  to  uivselt  ii>  st»>i  ihat  my  opinions  do 
not  coincidu  with  ml  tin  » n;w!i  e\pn>j<'d  by  tho 
author.  No  out  ».,  preci '.tos  raorw  ifcigbly  tlmu 
1  do  the  ^■alue  ot  :he  l^'isheries  CiMuinis^iou, 


and  the  deep  debt  of  ijratitiide  we  nil  owe  to 
tho  t.  h.»irni;in,  the  Hon.  A.  \V.  Harvey,  tor 
the  iloeged  ])ei>evei'8Uoe  with  wliicli  for  years 
jvtst  he  has  t'oiij;ht  for  it*  appointnieiit,  and 
to    the    learned  Socretaiy  for    his   vahiablf 
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puper.s  in  the  promotion  of  its  objects.  In 
the  practieiil  pari  of  its  business,  improvcmont 
iu  the  cuie  of  cod,  herrings,  and  the  packiiii' 
of  lobsters,  its  work  is  ahcady  biariiifr  good 
fruit.  The  cod  liatching  'is  ii  vahiable 
experiment,  curried  out  in  flio  most  complete 
anil  scientific  manner  by  .Mr.  Ni.  Isen,  but  I 
look  upon  it,  however,  .simply  as  an  experi- 
ment, though  one  well  worth  tr^^ing.  My 
investigations  do  not  confirm  Dr.  Harvey's 
y!  1'  that  the  artificial  hutching  of  cod  has 
be  .:  '.  comjilete  conmuircial  success,  either  iu 
Newtor.ndland,  Norway,  or  the  United  States. 
The  theory  on  which  "it  is  founded,  that  all 
the  [lelagic  fishes  latum  to  (he  home  of  their 


birth  for  the  purposes  of  reproduction,  is  not 
proved  ;  this  idea  has  been  i)Ushe(l  too  far. 
It  is  only  partially  true  a.s  regards  salmon 
and  sea  trout.  With  respect  to  cod,  it  seems 
now  to  he  ascerfaini.:  by  the  careful  investi- 
gation of  the  .Scotch  Fishery  Hoard  that  they 
spawn  in  the  ocean  from  seven  to  one  tiundred 
and  seventy  miles  from  land ;  tiiat  such  u 
rapacious  fish,  whose  migration  has  been 
proved  to  extend  over  five  hin.dred  miles, 
returuH  to  the  home  of  its  birth,  or  has  any 
settlecl  home  at  all,  is  a  theory  with  no 
scientific  proofs  to  sustain  it. 

I).  W.  PUOWSK.]      . 
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CHRONOLOGY,  JUSTICIARY,  HOUSE  OF  ASSEMBLY. 

I.  Chronology. 

GEORGE  III.,  17C0  to  1820. 

1760. — Captain  WEBB  cHptured  Erench  vessel  Taviynor,  with  3,500  quintals  fish,  which 
was  sold  in  St.  John's  for  £2,!)"0  sterling. 

17C1  — Captain  (afterwards  Lord)  GRAVES  sailed  in  December,  17C1,  with  convoy  to 
Spain  a  id  I'ortugul ;  seventy  sail  of  vessels,  7,000  tons  ;  CHO  men  and  200  jruns. 

1762. — .St.  .John's,  Carbonear,  and  Trinity  captured  by  French  squadron  under  Admiral 
deTer'iay;  re-captured  same  year,  in  J^i'ptember,  by  Colonel  Amherst,  brother 
of  Sir  (ieoffrey  Amherst,  Capt.  MclJonel,  with  Highlanders  and  Provincials 
(Loyal  Americans)  Light  Infantry  ;  battle  of  (^uidi  Vidi. 

17C3. — War  with  Spain  ;  importation  of  fish  from  Newfoundland  prohibited.  R.Carter, 
Esq.,  garrisoned  Isle  Hois,  Eerryland  ;  C.  Garland,  Carbonear.  Treaty  of  I'aris  ; 
St.  I'ierre  and  Mi(|uelon  confirmed  to  France;  all  the  rest  of  North  America 
giveii  up  to  England.  Survey  of  the  Island  by  the  immortal  navigator  Cook. 
Labi  iidor  re-aiine\cd  to  Newfoundland.  I'opulatiou  l.'3,112;  3SG,2  74  (jtls.  fish  ; 
106  fishiug  ships;  123  going  foreign  voyages;  142  vessels  from  New  England 
and  other  parts  of  liritish  North  Aiuerica,  Cork,  Waterford,  Belfast,  and 
Gla  'gow,  engaged  in  Newfoundland  trade. 

1764. — Sir  flugh  FALLISER  Governor.  Collector  of  Customs  appointed  in 
St.  .John's,  under  the  Commissioner  of  the  Custom  House  in  Hoston,  Mass.; 
sof  n  after  Comptroller  appointed.  Court  of  Vice-Admiralty,  St.  .John's  ; 
Mi'jor  Griffith  Williams,  R.A.,  resident  in  St.  John's  and  commnnding  Royal 
Ai  lillery,  published  an  account  of  the  Newfoundland  fishery. 

1765. — Large  increase  in  fishery  ;  total  catch  for  this  year  493,654  qtls.  1703 — 34H,2(t4  qtls. 
17' 4--470,118  qtls.  Rev.  Laurence  Coughlan,  Church  of  England  minister, 
iiitoduced  Wesleyanism  into  the  Colony.  Sir  II.  Palliser's  report  very  severe 
on  N'ewfoundland. 

1766. — Riots  in  St.  John's  and  Harbour  Grace.  Lieut.  Cartwright  made  nn  unsuccessful 
attempt  to  effect  friendly  intercourse  with  Heothics  ;  first  Eunipcau  to  visit  Red 
Indian  Lake;  wrote  a  history  of  the  Red  Indians,  or  Ileothics  of  Newfoundland. 
Repeal  of  the  obnoxious  American  Stamp  Act. 

1769. — Commodore  BYRON,  grandfather  of  Lord  Ryroii,  the  poet.  Governor. 

1770. — John  Stretton,  Wesleyan  minister,  has  hot  dispute  with  Rev.  David  Balfour,  Epis- 
cojial  Minister,  Harbour  Grace,  about  the  right  to  preach  in  ('arbonear  chapel. 

1772.— Commodore  MOLYNEAUX  (afterwards  Lord  Shuldham)  Governor.  Uev.  John 
Hdskins  Wesleyan  niiiiisler.  Governer  issues  Proclamation  24th  June, 
regulating  river  salmon  fisliery  for  the  Colony  ;  French  not  iiiontioiied. 

1773. — Engineer  Pringle  began  to  build  Fort  Townsheiul,  and  to  construct  King's  Road 
and  ^iilitary  Road. 
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I'lai'entia  Court  House  built.  Continental  Congress  in  America.  All  e.\{)ortiition 
to  Newfoiiiulland  I'roni  North  Aineiica  States  prohibited  17th  September,  1774  ; 
caused  fireat  ilistress  in  Newfoundland.  Imports  from  eolonies  C.'i45,()(iO  itg. 
prior  to  Revolution,  tiuebee  Aot,  14  Geo.  111.  cap.  83  ;  Labrador  auue.\ed  to 
Canada. 

Rev.  John  Jones  first  Conijrefrational  Minister  in  St.  John'H.  Heaviest  storm  ever 
known  in  Xewfoundlaii  \;  'MM  i)ersons  drowned.  I'alliser's  Act,  1.')  Georire  III. 
Uountv  for  bankers  to  continue  eleven  years  ;  first  Act  re(inirinfr  written  agree- 
ment between  masters  and  servants  in  the  fiidiery  ;  wages  first  charge  on 
fish,  iSic. ;  all  cases  to  be  tried  summarily  by  Court  of'Si-ssions  or  Court  of  N'ice- 
A  'liralty.  Duty  of  one  shillinp  i>er  gallon  on  rum  from  America  ;  caused 
excitement  in  New  Kiifiland.  CommodorC  DUFF,  Governor,  issues  I'roelauia- 
tion  about  salmon  fisheiies  at  Exploits,  Gander  IJay,  &c. 

4th  July,  Declaration  of  rnileper.d.nce,  United  States.     7th  May.  Rear-Admiral 

MONTAGUE,  Governor,  arrived. 
■July.     Admiral  Mot.ta(;ue  fitted  out  several  anued  vessels  in  Newfound'and  seas 

to  cruise  there  against  the   Anu'rican  privateers,  by  which  measure  he  kept  the 

coast  clear,  so  that  vessels  might  sail  without  danger. 

■Indepeiulcnce  of  the  United  States  recogiiised  by  France.  France  declared  war 
against  Kngland.     Admiral  Montague  captured  St.  I'icrre. 

Spain  declared  war  against  Kngland.  Rear-Admiral  EDWARDS,  fiovernor, 
completed  F'ort  Townshend.  New  Anglican  (.'hurch  on  site  of  present  cathedr.il 
being  built. 

The  lower  rond  (Water  S'reet)  and  the  ui)per  road  ( Duckworth  Street)  ordered 
to  b(!  kept  twelve  feet  wide.  First  regiment  'formed  in  St.  John's,  under  Colonel 
I'ringle  ;  \Vm.  Lilly,  Ensign.  Sniait  fitii:ig()\it  of  II. M.S.  I'liito,  in  St.  .lohn's, 
and  capture  of  two  American  privateers  iit  I'elty  Harbour,  one  called  Tlie 
Gcnri/c  ;  part  of  her  timber  now  in  the  Museum,  St.  John's. 

Vice-Admiral  John  CAMPBELL  Governor.  Indepindence  of  United  States 
acknowledfjed  by  F^ugiand. 

•N.  Gill,  D'FIwes  Coke,  George  Williams,  Archibald  Buchanan,  ^^agistrates, 
St.  John's.  Treaty  of  Versailles;  F\'encli  allowed  from  Cape  John  to  Cane 
Ray;  declaration  of  King  Georgi;  IH  that  English  not  to  interrupt  F'rench 
fishery  by  their  competition. 

-Royalist  province  of  New  Rrunswick  created ;  divided  from  Nova  Scotia  1781. 
Religious  freedom  established  in  the  Colony;  Dr.  O'Donel,  first  Roniiin 
Catholic  Prefect  Apostolic,  arrived.  Jjcase  for  ".("J  years  to  Rev.  J.  (Rishop) 
O'Donel,  and  certain  trustees,  of  the  premises  known  as  "  Parson  Langman's 
(Jaiden"  (Old  Chajjel)  ;  Rev.  Walter  I'rice  appointed  F;piscopal  minister, 
St.  John's. 

-Judges  of  Oyer  and  Termi.ier,  D'Ewjs  Coke,  Geo.  Williams,  Wm.  Gaden,  Richard 
Hutchings,  Richard  Routh,  Nicholas  Leehmere  and  Thos.  Dodd.  John  Mc.Ge.iry, 
Wesleyan  missionary,  arrived  in  Newfoundland.  I'er-mission  given  to  import 
bread,  flour,  and  livestock  from  United  States  in  Rritish  bottom. 

•Act  20  George  III.  cap.  20,  continuing  bouni)-  to  Is,  nk  fishery  for  ten  years. 
Jurisdiction  of  Courts  of  Vice-.\dmiralty  to  try  fisue'  v  cases  transferred  to 
Sessions  Courts.  Rev.  Jno.  McGeary  Wesleyan  minister.  Rear-Admiral 
ELLIOT  Governor.  Prince  William  Henr-y,  afterwards  William  IV.,  arrived 
in  Newfoundland  as  Captain  H.M.S.  Pcfja.-ius ;  presided  in  Court  at  Placentia  ; 
instrumental  in  building  present  English  Church,  PI  icentia,  towards  which  he 
coniributed  fifty-five  guiireas  and  the  present  handsome  communion  plate. 

Wm.  Carter,  prandfiitlier  of  Sir  F'.  H.  T.  Carter,  appointed  Judge  Vice-Admiralty 
Court,  rice  N.  Gill,  deceased.  Rishop  Inglis  appointed  as  Anglican  Rishop  of 
Canada  (forniprly  Rector  Trinity  Church,  New  York),  New  Rrunswick,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  Newfoundland.  J(dni  Jones  allowed  to  erect  Meeting  House  ^Old 
Congregational  Church).  Dr.  .Tohn  Rrown  ajipoiuted  .T.P.  Placentia  ,'grand- 
father  of  Sir  H.  W.  Hoyles).     Year  of  peace  and  plenty  ;  no  prison. 'rs  in  the  jail. 

•Many  Rermudian  vessels  fishing  in  Newfoundland  ;  ef)mplaints  against  them  bv 
West  of  luigland  adventurers.  Serious  riot  at  F'errylaud.  McAuslau  appointed 
Deputy  Postmaster,  October,  1778. 

Admiral  Mark  MILBANKE  Governor.  F'rench  Revolution.  Court  of 
Common  Ple.\s  established  for  the  Colony.  Seal  fishery  proseeut;.d  in  small 
decked  vessels  and  open  boats. 


['Hferr-'"" 


'i')t 


cirijoxoKoriv 


ill! 


1  7'Ji'.— ' 


IT'.l.l. 

i;'.<4. 

IT'.).'). 
17Ufi. 


m 


W.tl.  -Chief  Justice  REEVES  pivsidcil  in  Court,  (li'sigiiiiti-rl  lis  "the  f'oiirf  of  f  ivil- 
.lurisdiiticm  ot'Cliir  Lord  (lie  Kins  lit  ^'.  .lolin's,  in  tlu'  IsIhikI  of  N'cwfoiiiiiilund," 
iippointfd  In-  Act  .'U  (iioifri'  III.  Ciiiiiidu  divided  into  two  I'rovini'i's.  Ki'V. 
W.  JJIaok,  W»!slt'viiii  niiiiidlor,  iirrivcd  in  tlif  Coionv. 

Su|iri!nn!  ronrt  of  .liidiciitiuv  of  tlio  Nhmd  of  Xewfoiiiidlund,"  proidiMl  over  l)_v 
C.J.  Kecvt's,  opeiUMl  Ttli  Sept.,  IT'.l'J;  first  ciisc  trii'd — Andrew  Tlionisoii  c, 
Geor);;('  Williams.  I'lii-i  Ai't  wiis  rcncwcl  .mnuiilly  iiiitil  1.ho'.».  Siirni^'iitc! 
Courls  cRtiihliKlK'd.  'ri'.e  ['"Inatiiij;  Siuiu^Mtis.  Coniiire  Kurni,  (^uidi  Vidi, 
cleared  liy  Captiiin  SkinniT,  l>.K.     Admiral  KING  (iovernor. 

Louis  XVI.,  King  of  France,  beheaded.     Chief  Justice,  D'EWES    COKE. 

Murder  of  Lieut.  Lnwrie,  H.N.  Farretl  anil  Power  i  ouvieteil  of  flic  murder. 
JLM.S.  Hdsli'ii  pres.sing  ineii  for  Xiivy  in  JSt.  Joim'H.  France  declares  war 
against  Hnj^land. 

Hoyal  Nowfoiindland  Heginient  emhodied  ;  Commander,  Colonel  >«kiniier. 

Admiral  Sir  James  WALLACE  (lovernor.  All  St.  John's  under  arm-«. 
French  under  Admiral  Hichery  destroyed  Hay  Hulls.  England  and  Spain  at 
war.  Newfoundland  fishery  very  prosperous.  CI, .')i)(),0()()  invested  in  fisheries. 
Dr.  O'Donel  consecrated,  at  liuehec,  llishop  of  'I'hyatira  in  pii.'fihii.s,  and  A'icar 
Apostolic  of  Newfoundland;  first  I'oman  Catholic  ISishop.  (Jeorge  Williams 
appointed  (Jhief  Magistrate. 

Battle  of  Cape  St.  Vincent.  .Mutiny  of  the  Nore.  The  rin^jleader,  Parker,  hunjr. 
Ulshop  O'Donel  received  a  griint  of  land  .5(10  yards  froulajie  at  Kivir  Ileid. 
Cioverrior,  Hon.  Wm.  WALDEGRAVE,  Vice-Admiral,  afterwards  Lord 
Kadstock.     R.  ROUTE  Chief  Justice. 

-Irish  llehellion.     Nelson's  great  victory  over  French  fleet.     Uattle  of  the  Nile. 

-First  Grammar  School  opened,  IJev.  L.  Anspach  Head  Master.  Census  of 
St.  John's  this  year  (1799),  3,132  inhabitants,  besides  military;  General  Skerett 
in  command  of  the  troops. 

llutiny  in  the  Garrison  at  St.  John's.  Kiiigleaders  ea[)tured  and  punished. 
Admiral  POLE  fiovemor  of  Newfoundhuul.  Uichard  Kouth,  C'tiief  Justice, 
drowned  on  his  passage  to  England. 

—Union  of  England  and  Ireland.     J.  QGDEN  Chief  Justice. 

— Admiral  Lord  GAMBIER  Governor.  Treaty  of  Amiens,  signed  by 
England,  France,  Spain,  and  Holland. 

— Kcgiment  of  Volunteers,  under  the  name  of  "The  Xewfoundland  Light  Infantry," 
formed  1,000  strong  ;  Colonel  Skinner  in  command.  J''ormer  regiment  New- 
foundland Feucibles  disbanded,  1802.  Saint  John's  Charity  School  Society 
instituted,  August  180;5.  ThomaS  TREMLETT  Chief  Justice.  Thomas 
Coote  Chief  Magistrate,  vice  Williams,  deceased. 

— Phnpnix  Insurance  Company,  of  London,  presented  a  fire-engine  to  the  town  s 
British  and  Imperial  Insurance  Companies  gave  :?.")  fire-buckets.  Sunday  schools 
r£ -established.     Sir  EraSmUS  GOWER,  Governor,  opened  Gower  Street. 

— Post  Office  established  in  the  Colony.  Simon  Solomon  Postraaster-Genenil.  Itattle 
of  Trafalgar.     Death  of  Nelson.    Population  of  St.  John's,  .5,,")G4. 

— Benevolent  Irish  Society  formed  at  the  London  Tavern  by  Jas.  McBrairc,  Esq., 
Major  Commandant  of  the  St.  John's  Volunteer  Rangers;  President  Captain 
Winekworth  Tonge.  Dr.  l<aml)ert,  Roman  Catholic  Hisho|>,  arrived  ;  conseenited 
in  Wexford  Bishop  of  Chitra  in  pnrtibiis.  Volunteer  Corps  Newfoundland 
Hangers  embodied ;  officers —  Captains  Parker,  .1.  AVillianis,  BoLiehier, 
T.  Williams,  Batten  ;  Lieuts.  Shea,  Solomon,  Lilly,  Stevenson,  Ilaire  ;  Ensigns 
Parker,  Gill,  Thomas,  Mellege,  Parsons ;  Surgeon  Coughlan ;  Quarter-master 
Beenlau. 

— F'our  actors  ask  perniissioii  to  open  a  theatre.  Admiral  HOLLOWAT, 
Governor,  arrived  July  2(')th,  1807.  The  "  Koyal  (iazette  and  Newfoundland 
Advertizer,"  first  published,  27th  August  1807,  under  most  careful  restrictions. 
John  Hyan,  editor  and  publisher.     Abolition  of  the  slave  trade  by  England. 

. — Formation  of  Volunteer  Corps  for  defence  of  the  capital  and  island,  Lieut. 
Spratt,  K.N.,  sent  with  paintings  to  the  Beothics. 

, — Labrador  and  Anticosti  re-annexed  to  the  Government  of  Newfonndlnnd  by  Act 
49  Geo.  HI.,  which  also  established  permanent  Courts  of  Judicature  in  New- 
foundland. 
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.101(1.— rrodanmtioii  to   iinifrct  Kid  Indiiiiiv     Sir  John  Thomas  DUCKWORTH 

(iipvcriior.  MiifiiNlriiti'S  tor  St.  .lolin'M--T.  ('ootc,  .1,  lirooin,  li.  Scon'c, 
.IiiiiHs  lilMikii',  l':.-(|rs.,  anil  Ifcv.  I).  Uowliind.  I'upuliltioii,  St.  .lohn's,  (Wiuo. 
.Miijor-tii'iicnil  Moort'  in  (-0111111111111  of  the  troops. 

IHll.  —  Lieut.  lliiohiiii'M  expedition  to  Iteothies.  Two  niariiies  killed.  Watersidi'  in 
St.  .loliii's  cleiireil  if  ^hipH'  rooms  j  leased  b_v  aiietion  to  the  puhlic.  I'eriiii.ssioii 
first  f^raiited  to  erect  peiinaiie'it  houses. 

isn. — Second  Amerieaii  \Viir.  St.  .loliiiVs  in  a  tloiirishinff  eoiiililioii  North  Ainriican 
fleet  consisted  of  ,'1  .sail  of  the  line,  21  fripites,  :t7  sloops,  briirs,  iiiid  sclinoiiers 
of  war.  Ilarliour  of  St.  John's  full  of  prizes.  .Niipoleoii's  retreat  fioiii 
!Mo.scow.  N'oliinteer  Force  re-orf.ninise(l  ;  Major  McUraire,  coiiiiii;indiiif,'  ; 
Captain? — Honehier, '!'.  Williams,  Lilly,  .McAllister,  (i.  1\.  I!  ihinson,  Crawfonl, 
Hayiiis,  liyaii,  Triiiiiiifrliam,  Thomas  ;  IJeiitenaiits — .Melleilgr,  liroi  in.  Steward, 
AIcLea,  Sim|)soii,  Liviiijrstoti,  (Irieve,  Ariiott,  Clift.  Shaiiiioii  :  Kn»'f;iis- -Mi>rris, 
MeC'alman,  lieiidcdl,  Scott,  Willis,  X.  (iill,  Niveii  J^ang ;  Adjiltaia — llu^lus  ; 
liuarter-master — HariicM  ;  Surgeon — !)iiir(,'an. 

18l;i. — .Tune  1st,  ('a]iture  of  the  (.'hrsiipra/ir,  Aitierican  frigate,  off  ISoston,  hy 
11. M.S.  SIkiiiikiii.  Twenty-two  Irishmen,  '  iiiiid  to  Newfoiiiidlaiid,  wire  in 
Slidniioii.  Coming  out  in  Newman  iSc  Co.'s  brig.  Duck,  they  had  heiii  caiitiiied 
by  American  privateer,  (lovcnnir  Vlummer,  recaptured  by  English  privateer 
brig,  .Sir  Jahn  Shirhnwlif,  and  then  put  aboard  Shuiiuou.  CSBSar  COL- 
CLOUQH  ('hicf  Justice,  from  I'rince  iMlward  Island,  in  pi. ice  of  Tremlett,  who 
was  sent  lliere  in  a  Kiii^''s  ship  Sir  Eichard  Godwin  KEATS,  Covernor, 
laid  fonnilation  stone  of  St,  John's  Hospital,  liiverl. 'ad.  Kir.st  grant.s  of  land  ; 
110  grants  issued  the  year.  Decisive  victory  of  Wellington  at  Vittoria,  Spain, 
yrench  driven  across  the  ryreiiecK.  I'ublicatioii  of  Dr.  William  Cnr.-on's 
pamphlet  ;  agitation  for  Colonial  I'arliainont.  'J'lie  following  i.iagistratrs  were 
ajipointed  this  year: — Coote,  Hroom,  Koland,  HIaikic,  for  St.  John's; 
C^airtnglon  and  I.,illy,  Harbour  Grace;  IJev.  J.  Church  and  liurrell.  Trinity; 
Edgar,  (ireeiispond ;  Ford,  Honavista  ;  McKie  and  Angell,  Hay  Hulls;  W. 
Carter,  Eerrylaiid ;  Hradshaw  and  Hlackburn,  I'laceiitia ;  (iosse,  Carboiiear ; 
Jackson,  Trepassey  ;  Hutbr  and  Hisliop,  Hurin  ;  Spooiier  and  Anthoine, 
Fortune  Ha\  ;  Hryant,  Ferrylaiid  ;  I'hijiparJ,  St.  Mary's;  Finson  and 
S.  Frowse,  Labrador;  and  for  the  Island,  Captains  1!.  N.  Elliott,  Cooksley, 
Skckel,  Cainplill,  Ilolbrook,  Huclian,  and  Hcv.  F".  Carrliigton  and  F.  C. 
Le  (ieyt,  til'  (iovernor's  Seiietary.  ^Lijor-CeiiLral  ('anipbtll  coinniandiiig 
troops  numbering  "iW. 

181-). —  liuttle  of  Lundv's  Lane,  between  T-oyal  Canadians  and  Americans.  Treaty  of  (i bent ; 
end  of  second  American  War.  First  Treaty  of  I'aris ;  allies  "Miter  I'aiis. 
l,L'll(),0(»0  (|tls.  fish  exported;  whcde  value  of  e.xporls,  .><ll  14l,0ii().  Ncwfiaind- 
land  Mercantile  .louriial  established.  1'.  W.  Carter,  Vm\.,  Kegistrar  ^'ice•• 
Admiralty  Court. 

181.5. —  Hattle  of  Waterloo.  Abdication  of  Napoleon  ;  banished  to  St.  Ileleiia.  Secotnl 
Treaty  of  Faris.  Last  Treiily  made  between  England  jind  F'rance  about  the 
Newfoundland  Fishery.  Confirms  Tre:ity  of  Ver>ail!es,  17H3.  Numerous 
failures,  caused  by  peace  and  dejireciation  of  fish  in  foreign  markets.  Wesbyun 
Mission  Stations  organised  into  districts.  2Uth  August,  Captain  David 
Huchan,  H.N.,  took  possession  of  St.  Fierre  and  Miipielon. 

-I'Jth  February,  St.  .lolin's  nearly  destroved  by  fire;  great  distress;  loss,  £10t),000 
sterling;  I'argo  uf  provisions  sent  in  winter  by  benevolent  pe-iple  of  Uostoii,  U.S. 
Francis  FORBES,  F^xp,  afterwards  Sir  Francis,  Chief  Justice,  arrived;  u 
most  able  and  competent  Judge;  co.itiiiued  on  the  Hench  for  six  years.  F'irst 
visit  of  an  Anglican  Hisliop  to  Newfjuudland  by  Dr.  Stanser,  Hishop  of  Nova 
Scotia.  Dr.  Scallan,  third  Konian  ("atholic  Hishop,  consecrated  Hishop  of  Drago 
in  purtihiiK,  and  Vicar  Apostolic  of  Newfoundland.  Church  at  Harbour  Grace 
burnt.  II. M.S.  Comii.i  and  transjiort  Harponncr  lost  at  St.  Shott's, 
November  10th.     Admiral  PICKmORE  Governor, 

-St,  John's  again  visited  by  fires,  November  Vtli  and  2Ist;  200  houses  destroyed. 
Great  disirefs ;  severe  winter  ;  riots;  known  in  Newfoundland  history  as  "The 
Winter  of  the  Kals,"  and  the  Hard  Winter. 

-Convention  witli  the  United  States  respecting  the  F'isheiies.  Admiral 
PICKMORE,  fii-st  residi'iit  Govenitr,  died  in  St.  John's.  Captain  BOWKER 
Administrator.  Coldest  winter  ever  experienced  in  Newfoundland.  Arrival  of 
b'ig  Mi:sm)ii/er  in  January  with  cargo  of  provisions,  sent  by  the  benevolent 
people  of  Hoston.     Sir  C.  HAMILTON  Governor. 
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C5G  CHRONOLOGY. 


1819. — Queen  Victoria  born,  2tth  May.  Ked  Intliiin  voinan,  Mary  March,  brought  to 
St.  .lohii's.     CVlt'brated  case  of  Kutlor  and  Liindrigan.     Great  fire  in  St.  John's. 

1820. — Death  of  George  III.,  agud  81,  his  reign  of  60  years  being  the  longest  of  any 
English  sovereign. 

GF.OUGE  IV.,  1820  to  1830. 

1822.- -Richard  Alexander  TUCKER,  Esq.,  Chief  Justice,  appointed  1st  October. 

1823. — The  liist  of  the  Hed  Indians  of  Newt'onndlaud  seen;  Indian  women  bronght  to 
St.  John'?.  Newfoundland  School  Society  established  by  Santuel  Co<lnor,  Esq., 
of  Dartmouth,  Devon.  Mr.  Corraack  crossed  the  Inland.  St.  J.din's  Library 
Society  instituted  February  14th ;  President,  Hon.  R.  A  Tucker  ;  Librarinn, 
James  Clift.  Surrogate  Courts  abolished.  J.  Ilroom  Chief  Stipendiary 
Magistrate,  vice  Coote  resigned.  James  lilakie  and  P.  W.  Carter,  Ksqrs., 
Stipendiary  Magistrates,  St.  John's.  Dr.  Scallan  Hishop  of  Drago  and  Vitar 
Apostolic  of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador.  (Chamber  of  Comincice,  St.  John's, 
instituted  26th  December  ;  Newman  Hoyles  first  President ;  Secretary, 
John  Btiyd.     Naval  establishment  remo\ed  from  St.  John's. 

1824. — Imperial  Act,  a  Geo.  IV.  cap.  67.  Act  for  the  better  Administration  o"  Justice  in 
Newfoundland  ;  appointing  Supreme  Court  with  Chief  Justice  and  two  Assistant 
Judges.  First  fire  company.  Eastern  Ward,  St.  John's ;  N.  VV.  Hoyles,  Captain. 
St.  John's  Dorcas  Society  instituted  October  29th ;  Mrs.  Ward,  wife  of 
Eev.  1).  S.  Ward,  Cougregi'.tional  minister,  first  president ;  Mrs.  H.  Job, 
second  President.  Peace  of  Ghent  between  England  and  the  United  States, 
December  24th. 

1825. -Sir  Thomas  COCHRANE  Governor.     First  roads  constructed. 

1826. — Supreme  Court  of  Newfoundland  constituted  by  Iloval  Charter,  and  opened  with 
great  ceremony  by  the  Governor  January  2iid,  1826.  First  Assistant  Judges, 
with  Chief  Justice  TUCKER,  were  Jno.  William  Molloy  and 
A.  W.  Des  liarres.  Molloy  soon  removed.  E.  U.  Urentoii  appointed.  Orphan 
Asylum  erected  ;  Orphan  Asylum  school  instituted  February  17th,  1826  ; 
Chairman,  T.  Hogan  ;  Master,  Henry  Simms,  Fire  Company,  Middle  Ward, 
St.  John's,  October  16fh,  1826;  P.  Kough,  Captain.  Lieut.-Governor  of 
St.  J(phn's,  Col.  Sir  George  Elder,  Knt. ;  Lieut.-Governor,  Placentia,  Col.  George 
IJeeves. 

1827. — IJi.shop  Inglis,  Anglican  Hishop  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Newfoundland,  first  vifited 
Newfoundland  and  consecrated  St.  John's  Church.  Mechanics"  Society  formed 
3rd  March,  1827.  J.  Crowdy  Colonial  Secretary.  Beothic  Institution;  W.  E. 
Corniack,  President. 

1  Bi8. — Publication  of  P.  Morris's  pamphlet.  Great  agitation  for  representative  institutions ; 
movement  led  by  Dr.  W.  Carson  and  others. 

1829. — Roman  Catholics  emancipated,  liishop  Fleming  consecrated  Bishop  of  Carpasia 
ill  piirtihus.  Duel  fought  on  Hobinson's  Hill  between  Captain  Kudkin  and 
Lieut.  Phillpotts  ;  the  latter  killed  ;  Rudkin  tried  and  convicted  of  manslaughter. 
Shawnandithit,  a  captive  Boethic,  died  in  St.  John's. 

WILLIAM  IV.,  1830  to  1837. 

1830. — Liverpool  and  Manchester  Railway  opened  September  15th.  Bishop  Scallan  died. 
Government  Hou.sc  completed. 

18.'U. — Firs'  coach  road  opened  to  Portugal  Cove. 

1832. — Rcp.'csentative  Assembly  granted  to  Newfoundland.  Opening  fir«t  Parliament 
under  Reform  Bill  in  Kngland.  Great  fire  in  Harbour  Grace.  Factory  opened 
by  benevolent  ladies  of  St.  John's. 

1833. — 1st  January,  first  Session  of  the  Newfoundland  House  of  .\sseinbly  opened  by 
Sir  riionias  Cochrane,  Governor.  John  Bingley  Garland  first  Speaker;  Chief 
Jiistici' Tucker  President  of  the  Legislative  Coinicil ;  he  resigned  this  year,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Hy.  John  BOULTON«  Cliief  Justice.  First  Convent  of 
Presentation  Nuns  in  St.  John's  founded  by  Bishop  F'leming. 

1834.— Captain  PRESCOTT,  RN-,  Governor.  (ieorge  Lilly,  Esq.,  appointed 
Acting  Judge  Supreme  Court;  first  native  Judge.  Aii;{ust  1st,  Abolition  of 
Slavery  in  the  British  (,'olonies.  Heavy  Criminal  Calendar  ;  four  ])ersoiis 
convicted  of  murder.  Savings  Bank  constituted ;  N.  W.  Hoyles,  Colonial 
Treasurer,  Cashier. 

Ij^MO. — First  light  ereet'-d  on  Cape  Spear.  Bank  of  British  North  America  established  in 
St.  John's.     Second  General  Election. 
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, — Accession  of  Her  Majesty  to  the  Throne,  June  20th.  First  Session  of  Second  General 
Assembly  commenced,  3rd  July.  Father  Matthew's  Temperance  Missions. 
Daguerrotype  process  discovered. 

— First  Geological  Survey  made  by  J.  Beete  Jukes,  who  arrived  in  St.  Jolm's,  in 
company  with  the  celebrated  Plantagenet  Harrison,  by  the  brig  Diana,  belonging 
to  Stuart  and  Itennie.  Chief  Justice  Doulton  removetl,  and  Jolin  Qetvase 
Hutchinson  BOURNE  appointed.  Legislature  voted  $175,OwO  iu  two  yours 
for  roatls.     Great  case  of  Kielly  r.  Carson. 

— Newfoundland  constituted  a  separate  see  ;  Bishop  Spencer,  first  Anglican  Bishop. 

. — First  regular  sailing  packet  established  between  St.  John's  and  Halifax,  N.S.  ; 
trips  once  a  fortnight.  H.M.S.  Spitfire,  paddle  steamer,  arrived  with  troops  ; 
Jukes  left  in  her;  first  steamer  in  St.  John's.  Native  Society  formed. 
St.  Thomas's  Church  consecrated.    Penny  Postage  established  in  England. 

1S4 1. —  Legislative  Union  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada.  Foundation  Stone  of  Roman 
Catholic  Cathedral  laid  by  Dr.  Fleming.  HajOT-Oeueral  Sir  John 
HABVEY,  K.C.B.,  appointed  Governor. 

1842. — Sisters  of  Mercy  arrived  in  St.  John's,  10th  June.  Amalgamated  .\sscnd)ly  of 
Newfoundland  constituted  by  Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament — .5  &  0  Vict, 
cap.  cxx.,  passed  August  1 2th ;  Hon.  J.  Crowdy,  Colonial  Secretary,  first 
Speaker.  First  Agricultural  Society  formed.  S.S.  John  McAdam  arrived. 
Steamship  Company  incorporated  in  St.  John's  to  run  steamer  between  St.  John's 
and  Halifax,  N.S.  First  Presbyterian  kirk  established  ;  Rev.  D(mald  A.  Eraser 
minister.  Captain  Favbre  and  Mr.  VV.  Thomas,  President  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, appointed  Commissioners  on  French  Fishery  Question.  General  Election 
of  Members  to  the  Amalgamated  House  held  on  20th  December.  The  .\s- 
sembly  con^:isted  of  15  elected  members  and  10  nominees  of  the  Crown. 
Hon.  J.  Crowdy  Speaker. 

1843. — Ast  for  the  Encouragement  of  Education  intrmlnced  by  Richard  Barnes.  Death  of 
Dr.  Wm.  Carson.  Nugent  introduced  Bill  to  abolish  oath  of  supremacy  and 
abjuration,  and  to  substitute  oath  of  allegiance.  Amalgamated  House  opened 
by  Sir  John  Harvey  on  17th  January;  longest  opening  speech  on  record. 
St.  Andrew's  Kirk  opened  December  Urd. 

1844. — Jldward  Feild,  D.D.,  appointed  Bishop  of  Newfoundland.  The  first  steam  packet 
arrived  in  St.  John's  from  Halifax,  N.S.,  S.S.  Aortli  American,  commamli'd  by 
Captain  Richard  Meagher,  sixty  hours'  passage.  Non-denominational  Academy 
at  Ciistie  Rennie,  St.  John's,  Charles  1).  Newman,  M.A.,  Oxford,  Prinaii)al ; 
J.  Nugent  and  T.  Talbot,  Masters.  Chief  Justice  NORTON  first  Roman 
Catholic  Chief  Justice;  most  excellent  Judge. 

1845. — Prince  Henry,  son  of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  in  war  steamer  7i/tiHr,  visited 
St.  John's;  great  demonstration.  Gas  introduced  into  St.  John's,  (ieo.  Lilly 
appointed  Judge,  Supreme  Court. 

1846. — 26th  May,  public  -^leeting  in  Court  House,  St>John's,  in  favour  of  Res|)onsibIe 
Govenmient ;  petition  sent  to  Queen  and  Parliiimeiit.  9th  June,  teiiible  and 
destructive  fire  consumed  the  town.  19th  September,  tremendous  gale. 
Sir  John  Harvey  appointed  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia.    Col.  LAW  A  (Iministrator. 

1847.— Sir  Gaspard  LE  MARCHANT,  Governor,  arrived  a.Jnl  April.  Chief 
Justice  BRADY  appointed.  Foundation  Stone  of  English  Catliedrul  of 
St.  John  the  Baptist  laid  ;  also  Colonial  Building  and  Custom  House,  St.  John's. 

1848. — Great  Revolution  in  Europe.  December  14th,  first  Session  of  Legislature,  after 
return  to  Constitution  of  1833,  opened  by  Sir  Gaspard  Li'  Maichant. 
Bishop  Mullock  arrived,  May  Ctli,  in  iS.S.  L'nicorn,  Captain  It.  Malicr.  First. 
Water  Company  ;  supply  from  Signal  Hill.     Free  Kirk  establisheil. 

1849. — Discovery  of  gold  in  California.  Customs  Department  placed  under  control  of 
local  Government;  J.  Kent  first  collector;  Iklr.  Spearmen  retired  on  a  pension. 
Steamer  Kestrel,  Captain  Muher,  lost. 

IS.'JO. — Death  of  Bishop  Fleming.     Market  House  opened.     Free  Kirk  opened. 

1851. — Public  meeting  to  promote  direct  steam  from  St.  John's  to  England.  The  great 
Exhibition  of  the  Industries  of  all  Nations  held  in  London,  May  Ist.  Great 
demonstration  of  Sous  of  Temperance,  St.  John's.     General  Election. 
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1852.— Ker  Bailie  HAMILTON  Governor.  Death  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 
Louis  Ntipoleon  Kiii|ii'ror  of  the  French.  First  Stemner  in  (Conception  Uiiv. 
lion.  J.  C.'rowdy  AdminiKtnilor.  Klectrie  telef?rai)h  introduced  into  St.  John's 
by  F.  N.  (jishornt';  fSt.  John's  and  ( 'arboneiir  Kh'otric  Telegraph  ('onipanv  ; 
K.  I'rowse  Maniiging  Director.  Terribly  disastrous  seal  fishery;  "Spring  of 
the  VVadliams." 

1S53. — English  and  French  fleet  enter  the  Dardanelles.  Turkey  declares  war  against 
JiuT'sia.  The  Fjlectric  Telegraph  Company,  Gisborne's  Company,  incorpoiateii, 
18.W. 

lS,'i4. — Union  Hank  established.  Outbreak  of  cholera  in  St.  John's.  Crimean  War. 
Victories  of  the  Kuglish  and  French.  Battles  of  Alma,  Balaclava,  Inkermaii. 
Keciprocity  Treaty  between  British  America  and  the  United  States. 
F.  B.  T.  Carter  appointed  Acting  Judge,  Supreme  Court.  Xew  York, 
Newfoundland,  and  London  Telegraph  Company  incorporated. 

IS-'j-^. — Gtovemor  DARLING.  Increased  Kepresentation  Act,  giving  30  members, 
including  Burgeo  and  La  Poile.  Kesponsible  Government  introduced.  Taking  of 
Sebastopol ;  great  rejoicings  over  the  British  Kmpire.  First  General  Election 
under  Kesponsible  Government.  Hon.  P.  F.  LITTLE  first  Premier. 
JSoman  Catholic  Cathedral  consecrated.  The  Ameriaau  steamer  James  Adijer 
arrived  in  St.  John's  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cyrus  Field,  Peter  Cooper,  Bayard 
Taylor,  and  a  distinguished  company  ;  endeavoured  to  lay  the  cable  across  the 
Gulf;  failed  owing  to  bad  weather  ;  cable  parted  ;  forty  miles  paid  out,. 

18.56. — Newfoundland  divided  into  two  lioman  Catholic  dioceses,  St,  John's  and  Harbour 
Grace ;  Dr.  Dalton  first  Bishop  of  Harbour  Grace.  Telegraphic  communica'ion 
established  with  the  American  continent.  First  message  .sent  acro.ss  Gulf  from 
J.  and  W.  Pitts  to  A.  and  M.  Cameron,  Baddcck.  F'oundation  Stone  Gower 
Street  Methodist  Church  laid.  Firo  in  St.  John's  (Tarehin's  Town).  Direct 
steam  by  the  Galway  Line.  Gulf  cable  laid  by  '' S.  Propontin ;  Sir  Samuel 
Canning  ;  T.  D.  Scanlan  represented  New  York,  Newfoundland,  and  London 
Telegraph  Company. 

18.57. — Hon.  L.  O'BRIEN  Administrator,  on  the  promotion  of  Sir  C.  Darling  to 
the  Governorship  of  Jamaica.  Sir  Alexander  BANNERMAN  ajipointed 
Governor.  The  Indian  Mutiny.  The  Anglo-French  Convention  about  the 
Newfoundland  fishery  ;  indigiuition  meetings.  Delegates  sent  to  Canada,  Nova 
Scotia,  &c.  Gower  Street  Wesleyau  Church  completed.  Commercial  Bank 
established. 

1 8.58. — l"irst  Atlantic  Cable  landed  at  Bay  Bulls  Arm,  Trinity  Bay  ;  great  rejoicings  iu 
St.  John's  in  honour  of  Cyrus  Field,  to  whose  indefatigable  energy  final  success 
was  due.  First  cable  soon  collapsed.  Hon.  P.  F.  Little  and  B.  Bobinson 
appointed  Judges  Supreme  Court,  and  thi  Ions.  J.  Simms  and  A.  W.  Des  Barres 
retired  on  pensions. 

IHdil. — News  boat  placed  at  Cape  Kace  by  the  New  York  Acsociated  Press  to  intercept 
ocean  steamers.  F'lrst  ship  intercepted,  Vi(/o,  of  Ininan  Line,  (ieneral 
Elecfion  ;  pveat  contest  at  Burin.  Act  for  Local  Steam  passed.  Hon.  John 
KENT  Premier 

18C0. — His  Boyal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  visited  the  Island.  F'oruiation  of 
Volunteer  Corps. 

18fil.— H.  W.  HOYLES  Premier.  Time  of  great  political  excitement.  Political 
riots  in  St.  John's,  Harbour  Grace,  and  Harbour  Main.  Commencement  of  the 
American  Civil  War  between  North  and  South. 

1862. — January,  first  Allan  Steamer,  North  Amvrkan,  left  St.  John's.  S.S.  Poli/tii<(, 
S.S.  Conipt'rdowUy  total  failure  at  seal  fislierv.  Gi'eat  haul  of  seals  at  (ireeri 
Bay.  Colonial  and  Continental  Church  Society  incorporated,  (ireat  distress 
owing  to  bad  fisheries.     S.S.  Victoria  inaugurated  local  steam  north  and  south. 

1803. — 27th  April,  loss  of  Anulo-Saron,  VAmi\  Cove ;  great  loss  of  life.  St.  John's 
prcvi('"id  with  water  from  Windsor  Liikc.  S.S.  Bloodhound,  Captain  Graham, 
arrived  22n(l  April,  .3,(100  seals;  S.S.  Wulf,  W.  Kane,  arrived  28th,  1,340  seals. 
F'ire  Brigade  established.  Ueveniie  collected  at  Labrador.  Hon.  L.  O'Brien 
Adminibtrator.     S.S.  Ariel  put  on  route,  north  and  south. 

1804. — Sir  Anthony  MUSORAVE  (iovirnor.  Confederation  of  the  Dominion  of 
Cniuida.  Meeting  of  Delegates  in  Maritime  Provinces  ami  <>uebee  to  inaugurate 
Confederation  ;   Sir  F.  B.  T.  Carter  aiul   Sir  A,  Shea  represented  the  Colony. 
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Copper  mine  opened,  Tilt  Cove,  by  C.  F.  Bennett,  the  pioneer  of  mining  in  the 
Colony,  and  Smith  McKay,  the  discoverer.  Three  steamers,  lilundhuund,  H'c  //", 
and  O.sprci/,  at  the  seal  fishery.  The  Currency  Act  confiruied.  Hun.  J. 
Hay  ward  appointed  Acting  Assistant  Judge. 

1865. — Present  Geological  Survey  commenced.  American  CiviMVar  ended  with  tht- com- 
plete con(|uest  of  the  Southern  States,  and  aboliticn  of  slavery.  P.  B.  T. 
CABTER  Premier.    Sir  H.  W.  HOYLES  C'hief  Justice.     General  Klectiou. 

1866.— Second  Atlantic  Cable  successfully  landed  at  Heart's  Content,  Newfoundliind,  by 
the  Great  Eastern,  August  IHGC ;  the  end  of  1805  cable  also  picked  up,  and 
successfully  landed  at  Heart's  Content  same  year.  A.  .M.  Mackay  suece  sfully 
repaired  Gulf  Cable  in  S.S.  Blondhouiid.  First  business  message  sent  across 
the  Atlantic  by  W.  J,  S.  Donnelly,  fee  t'JO  sterling. 

1867. — fishery  very  successful.  Great  gale  at  Labrador,  much  shipping  destroyed.  The 
British  North  America  Act  for  the  Confederation  of  the  Provinces  is  passed. 
Dominion  of  Canada  proclaimed.  Bishop  Kelly  consecrated  coadju.or  to 
Bishop  Feild. 

If  68. — Proclamation  issued  by  the  Carter  Administration  suppressing  able-bodied  poor  relief. 
7th  August,  Hon.  J.  Hajwi'rd  appointed  Assistant  Judge  Supreme  C;urt,  on  the 
retirement  of  P.  F.  Little.  Canard  contract  ceased  and  Inman  Company  curried 
mails  and  passengers  from  St.  John's  to  Halifax,  N.S.,  during  winter  mouths. 

18G9. — Large  increase  in  the  Public  Debt  caused  by  tue  bad  fisheries.  Sir  Stephen 
HILL  appointed  Governor  in  July.  Central  District  Court  c(mstituted.  General 
Election;  Confederation  Candidates  defeated.  Census  taken.  Dr.  AliiUoek 
died. 

1870. — The  Most  Uev.  T.  J.  Power,  consecrated  at  Home  Bishop  of  St.  John's,  arrived  in 

St.  John's  Kth  September.     Diocesan  Synod  of  Church  of  England  established. 

Hon.  C.   P.  BENNETT  Premier. 
1871. — Garrison  withdrawn  from  Newfoundland.     Increasing  prosperity  consequent  on  go 'd 

fisheries,  &c.     Treaty  of  Washington.     S.S.  Ariel  discontinued  coastal  service, 

carried  out  by  S.S.  Tiyer  and  Leopard. 

1872. — First  Fxhibiliou  held  in  Newfoundl'>  !  opened  by  the  Governor;  Kev.  E.  Bo'wood, 
K.D.,  projector.  Agitation  ab  .  £)re-einption  of  the  New  York,  Newfouulland, 
and  London  telegraph  lines ;  ct  i tinned  through  1873. 

1 87."J. — Direct  steam  to  England  by  Allan  Line  commenced.  George  Strtet  Methodist  Cliiireh 
opened.  Ge..eral  Election;  Heunett  Government  defeated  by  the  withdr-ival  (,f 
three  members. 

187.4. — The  largest  catch  of  cod  fish  ever  taken  in  Newfoundland.  Sir  P.  B.  T. 
CAKTER  Premier.  Newfoundland  Conference  of  Methodist  Church  of  Cunada 
organised;  Hev.  G.  S.  MilHgan  President.  The  Boyal  Commission;  Sir  It. 
liobiuson,  J.  GoodtVllow,  and  J.  Fox,  Esquires. "% 

1875. — The  first  Government  Railway  Survey  under  direction  of  Sandford  Fleming,  Ci\il 
Engineer. 

1876.— Christian  Brothers  arrived  in  St.  John's.  Sir  J.  H.  GLOVER,  G.C.M.G.,  Goveiior. 
J)r.  J.  B.  Kelly,  D.l).,  ai)pointed  Bishop  of  Newloiindland.  Halifax  Kislieiy 
Commission  met;  $.'5,500,()(IO  awarded  us  compensation  to  be  paiil  by  the  IJiiitrd 
St'itos  to  the  Hritish  Provinces  ;  Newfoundland's  share  one  niillioii ;  Sir  \V.  \'. 
Wnifcway  Commissioner  for  Newfoundland.  Bishoj)  Feild  died,  in  Beni.ada. 
Both  Pre.sbytevian  kirks  burnt. 

1877. — Sir  F.  H.  T.  Carl<'r  appointed  Acting  Assistant  Jmlgc,  on  the  retirement  of  S.r  |{. 
Bobinson.  Commander  W.  Howorth,  K.N.,  appointed  first  Stipendiirv  Magi-it  rate, 
West  CoiJst,  by  Impeiial  and  Colonial  Governments  ;  duties  first  collected  tluiv. 
St.  .Andrew's  Kirk  built  tiy  I'niteil  Ireshjterians.  Trinity,  Cataliiui,  ;iiul 
Boiiavista  coimeeted  by  telegraph.     S.S.  Ciirltiv  and  I'liwir  on  coastal  service. 

Dr.  LI.  Jones,  D.D.,  appointed  Hishop  of  Newfoundland.  Sir  W.  V.  WHITE  If  AY 
I'reinier.  Telegraph  extended  to  St.  (leorge's  Hay,  liay  of  Islands,  lloune  l!;iy, 
Betts  Cove,  Tilt  Cove,  and  Little  Hay  Mines. 

First  issue  "  Evening  Telegram." 


1878.— 

1879.- 
1880.- 


-Sir  P.  B.  T.  CARTER  a|)poinfed  Chief  Justice,  and  B.  J.  Piiiseiit  Judge  Siipreiini 
Court.  Colonial  (iovernment  allowitl  to  make  grants  of  land  on  the  west  coast. 
or  "  French  Shore"  .so-called.  Sir  P.  B.  T.  CARTER,  K.C..M.(;.,  Ad  uinis- 
trator.     First  Hallway  Bill  passed. 
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CHRONOLOGY. 


1881. — Serious  disturhnnce  on  the  Riiilwny  line  (Hattle  of  Fox  Tinii).  Sir  Hflnry 
FitZ-Hardinge  MAXSE  Governor.  First  ruilwa,y  under  construction  in 
Newt'onndland,  St.  John's  to  Harbour  Grace. 

1882. — Fi^^t  issuo  "  Evening  Mercury."  An  .\ct  passed  for  the  construction  of  the  Great 
American  and  Kuropi<an  Short  I.iiie  Uiiiiway.  Charter  granted  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  graving  dock.  Sir  W.  v.  WHITEWAY  I'ninier.  Inauguration 
of  St.  Tatrick's  Hall,  H.  I.  Society. 

1883.— St.  Stephen's  Day,  Harbour  Grace  Kiots.  Sir  P.  B.  T.  CARTER  Administrator. 
Hon.  J.  I.  Little  appointed  Assi>tant  Judge,  Supreiie  Court,  in  place  of 
Hon.  Jud|ie  Hayward,  retired.  Sir  H.  Mnxse  died  in  St.  John's.  Fishery 
Kxhibition  held  in  London  ;  Sir  A.  Shea,  K.C.M.G.,  Commissioner  for  the  Colonv. 
Hon.  E.  MORRIS  Administrator,  in  absence  of  Sir  F.  H.  T.  Carter,  K.C.M.G. 

1H84. — Union  of  Meth(Mlist  Ho<He8  in  Canada.  Newfoundland  Conference  of  Methodist 
Church  organii-ed  in  Gower  Street  Church  ;  Kei .  Dr.  Miliigan,  I'resitlent.  July, 
Sir  J.  H.  GLOVER  arrived  in  St.  John's  as  Governor.  Dry  Dock  at 
Kiverhead,  St.  .John's,  opened.  H.M.S.  Tenedns  docked  in  December.  Kailway 
to  Harbour  Grace  opened  for  Passengers  in  Decenil>er. 

1885.— Ford-IVnnell  Convention  on  French  Fishery  claims.  Sir  F.  B.  T.  CARTER 
Administrator.  Sir  Robert  THORBURN  Premier,  (ieneral  Flection. 
Choir  and  transepts  of  Knglish  cathedral  consecrated  liy  Bishop  Jones.  First 
issue  "  Daily  C'olonist."  Great  Storm  in  Newfoundland  and  Labrador.  Atlantic 
Hotel  opened.  May.  Telegraph  extended  to  (ireenspond  and  Twillingate,  also 
liuriu,  St.  Lawience,  Lamaline,  Grand  Hank,  and  Fortune.  Sir  W.  V.  Whiteway 
resigned  Premiership  in  October  Geiiend  Flection  November.  Sir  R, 
THORBURN  Premier.     Death  of  Sir  J.  II.  (Jlover  in  London. 

1836.— Sir  F.  B  T.  CARTER  Administrator  Sir  G.  W.  DES  VOSUX  Governor. 
Puilding  of  New  Post  Ottiee.  Corner  Stone  of  Methodist  (.'ollege  laid  by- 
Sir  G.  W.  Des  V'oBUS.  Keport  of  Joint  Committee  on  Fishery  question ; 
approved  of  Bait  Act  and  refu8e<l  to  sanction  the  Ford-Pennell  Convention. 
Placentia  Railway  commenced. 

1887.— The  Hait  Act  became  Law.  Sir  H.  A.  BLAKE  Governor.  Ballot  Act  passed. 
Queen's  Jubilee  ;  Service  in  Knglish  Cathedral  attended  by  all  ilenominatlons  of 
I'rotesfants.  Sir  A.  Shea,  K.C.M.G.,  appointed  Governoi  of  the  Bahamas. 
Methodist  College  and  Alexander  Street  Methodist  Churel,  ojjeneil.  Colonial 
Conference  held  in  London ;  Colony  represented  by  Sir  K.  Thorburn,  Premier, 
and  Sir  .\.  Shea. 

1888. — Second  Washington  Treaty  negotiated  ;  Hon.  J.  S.  Winter  represented  the  Colony. 
Modus  Vivendi  established  for  two  years.  Methodist  College  Home  opened. 
Bait  Aet  put  in  opei-ation,  March.  Plucentia  Railway  opened  for  traffic.  Act 
to  provide  Municipal  Council  for  St.  John's  passed.  S.S.  Volunteer  an<l 
Conscript  on  coastal  service.  GoNcmor  Blake  appointed  to  Jamaica.  Sir  F. 
B.  T.  CARTER  .\dministrator  to  January  1889. 

1889.— Sir  T.  N.  O'BRIEN  appointed  Governor  ;  arrived  in  January  1889. 
General  Kiectiou.  Thorhurn  Government  defeated  b>  an  immense  majority. 
Roman  Catholic  Cathedral,  Harbour  Grace,  burut.  Act  granting  manhood 
suffrage  passed. 

1H90. — Sir  W.  V.  WHITEWAY  Premier.  Aet  authorising  new  Railway  Line  North. 
Agitation  concerning  the  modus  vivendi  with  the  French  about  Lob.ster 
Factories  West  Coast.  The  modus  was  accepted  by  French  Ambassador, 
II  March.  I'rotest  from  both  Houses  14  March.  Meeting  of  Patriotic 
Association,  Bbiinerman  Park,  2ij  Mareh.  Tax  on  all  Canadian  ves.sels 
purchasing  bait.  Reciprocity  Treaty  with  I'nited  States  by  Hon.  R.  Bond, 
Colonial  Secretary;  prevented  being  carried  into  effect  by  Canada.  Delegations 
to  England  on  ditflculties  with  the  French,  consisting  of  Sn-  W.  V.  Whiteway, 
Hon.  .v.  W.  Harvey,  Hon.  R.  Bond  and  the  llonble.  The  Speaker,  (J.  H.  Emerson 
(official)  ;  from  the  Patriotic  Associaliou  Sir  J.  S.  Winter,  P.  J.  Scott,  and 
A.  B.  Morine  to  England,  and  D.  J.  Greene,  D.  Morison,  and  P.  R.  Bowers  to 
Canada. 

Igyi. — Municipal  Council  Act  amended.  Delegation  to  England  on  difficulties  with 
French,  consisting  of  Sir  W.  V.  Whiteway,  Hon.  A.  W.  Harvey,  («.  II.  Emerson, 
Hon.  M.  Monroe  and  A.  B.  Morine.  International  .Arbitration  on  Lobster 
(jucstiou  to  be  held  at  Brussels.     Hall's  Bay  Railway  completed  to  Trinity  and 
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KonaMstn  Bays      Celebrated   case   of  Baird   v.    Walker,  arising  ont  of  m«,/„v 
vu-e„d,  determined  by  Supreme  Court  in  favour  ..f  plain  iff ;   on  anm-a"  o    >ri  ^ 
Council.  judg,„entconfirme<1.     Newfoundland   hill   in  the  House  Tcoimonl 
loii.porary  Act  (Treaty  H,ll)  passed  for  two  years.  commons  , 

I8«2.-Denth  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  Jan.  I4th.  Terrible  calo  <.ity  and  loss  of  life  in 
Irinity  J„y,Feh.2Hth,  death  of  24  iren  caught  in  a  nortLrly  gde.rr  v  n  o 
sea  and  tro.en  to  death.  Visit  of  Deep  Sea  Mission  to  Labrador^  C.SrcMu'e 
at  Halifax,  N.S  between  Canadian  Ministers  an,l  Members  of  the\\.w  oundl  ii  .1 
v'.overiiment.     Great  fire  in  St.  John's  ou  July  Sth.  ^twioundiaiiu 

l«93.-Uait  Act  suspended  in  April   by  Proclamation.     Tempomrv  French  Treaty  Hill 
exl'.nded  to  end  of  189.5.     Aj.ril  2Hth,  death  of  Sir  K.  J.  Pinseut   I)  C  L      \ 
vemlH^r.  General   Election.     The  Whiteway  Government  Vustainel  by  .t  ia^^: 

Uisnop   ot   M.Johns,  died.     Dispute    with  thn  French  about  Davment  of  di.tv 
..n  goods  landed  ou  West  Coast  not  carried  in  fishing  ves.sds?         ^  * 

I894._j«miar.v  6th  nine  petitions  against  17  members  Whiteu-ay  party  filed  under 
election  Act.  February  16th,  Houses  of  A.semoly  openc.l.  Mac  ":h 
tMo  members  for  Bay  de  Verde  unseated  and  dis.pialified.  ^  Apr  1  tin^\t}.nii 
communicated  to  theHouseof  Assembly.  Aprila'd.deputation  of  2  memherso 
1^117^  ^f'r'  T\^'^  ""  <'«^'^'-"<«-  ">king  for  a  dissollition.  April  4"h  counter 
deputation  of  Goodndge  party  proteste.!  ngain.t  dissolution.  April  0  I, ',1  "  2- 
lon  refused      A pril  1 1  th,  Whiteway  Government  resign.     A.  P   GOODRIDOE 

ou"e'of   y"  hl^   »""■*•"  '''■',''^"'^  *"PP'y  ""'•   ""venue  I'llH      A?HI    14,h 
.use  of  Assemby  prorogued  to  23rd;  April  21st.    prorogation  extended    ill 

Majiind,  Bavde  \  eide  bye  election  resulted  in  return  of  one  GovernZnt 
M. vT'i'''r'*'""  '^"'"^"•»»|-  May  23rd,  prorogation  extended  to  :th  .  He 
-    •  ;       •   "■'''  '"""'T:  ^'-  •^"'•"''^  ^^«-"'»  '«>«^'»t^''l  ""d  disqualified       J  I  ; 

.iu  e  '55'  Tli7t':'nV''"''}\r^  ''"  •'""''  ""^-""»  ""••  disquaiif^nt: 
T        -"fh  /•  ^"•^  'T  "^  ^"'■*  ^"^''^y  delivered  of  an  infun    Prince 

Juy   /th.  prorogation  extended  to  7th  August.     July  2.5tli    two    min.hers  fo^ 

:rnf;  T"'f  "p!  •J-l-'ifi-J  «"d  «  third^nen,ber  finrJat  d  oi  Iv      J  U^^^^^ 
t.vo  members  for  Placentia  unseated   and  disqualified.     August  2nd    Housrof 
Assembly  opened      .\„gust  9th,  House  of  A.s'sembly  close.f    Sec  ember     oth 

iiigeo  and  La  Po.le  election  lesulted  in  return  of  a  Governne.it  candidate 
October  2nd  Bonavisia  bye-electi„n  ;  Colonial  Secretary  and  .Vt  orncy-SrM 
returned,  l-ogo  election  ;  Duder,  Government  candidHlef  re.ur  led  'JViJliZ, ' 
election,  16th  October  Foote,  Opposil ion  candidate,  returned  Three  OppoU  on 
member.s  el..eted  for  Trinity,  loth  November.  Placentia,  St  John's  m^  1  u  "u 
S  feT'  ^  tT''^'  ^''""'''1"'«''-  (^-"-ty.  Government  candidate.  rer.u'LTr 
M^nH  V  ^V^  '^"'  ,^"^«'"»'^''-'.  20th.  severe  storm.  December  loth?  VLck 
Mond.y ,  failure  of  Comra.rcial  and  Union  Banks  and  several  inena  ile 
hoiLsos;  December  12tl.,  resignation  of  Goodridge  Government  ,1 3th  appi 
nient  of  Cabinet  with  D.  J.  GREENE  Premier  "Ppoint- 

189.").— New  Administmtit.n  formed;  Sir  W    V    WRTTWAV  I'rnmior      a„,i   r> 

lerence  at  Ottawa  ou  the  Coftl^.e);;ioVoS5tS.uiJwitrc7uada  '^"''  '''"" 
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JUDICIARY. 


II.— Judiciary. 

CIIUOXOLOGICAL  TABLE  OF  THE  CHIEF  .JUSTICES  AND  ASSISTANT 
JUDGES  OF  THE  SUPREME  COURT. 

J.  JOHN  REEVES,  C.J.,  1791-1792.  Appointod  in  1791,  under  Act  31  Geo.  III. 
c.  xxix.,  sole  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Civil  Jurisdiction  of  Our  Sovereign  Lord  the 
King,  nt  St.  John's,  Newfoundhind  ;  next  year,  by  32  Geo.  III.  c.  Ivi.,  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Judicature  of  the  Island  of  Newfouiullund  was  created,  Reeves,  C.  J.,  sole 
Judge,  DEwes  Coke  and  AAllOX  GRAHAM  assessors. 

2.  D'EWES  COKE,  C.J.,  1792-1797.     Coke,  originally  a  surgeon  in  the  navy,  settled 

in  Trinity ;  was  afterwards  supreme  surrogate  ut  St.  John's. 

3.  RICHARD   ROUTH,  C.J.,  1797-180().     Was  formerly  collector  of  the  customs; 

on  his  appointment  as  Chief  .Justice  he  was  required  to  reside  penuanentiv  in  the 
Colony;  in  1800  be  requested  permission  to  visit  England,  and  was  drowned  on 
the  passage  ;  his  widow  enjoyed  a  pension  for  many  years. 

■i-  JONATHAN  CGDEN,  C.J.,  ISOl-lHOI.  Surgeon,  R.N. ;  sent  as  assistant  surgeon 
to  hospital  bj'  H.R.H.  Duke  of  Kent,  commanding  in  Nova  Scntia  ;  became  niival 
officer  and  supreme  surrogate;  a])])oiuted  acting  CI.  in  1801;  received  hi.j 
commission  in  May  1802  ;  resigned  in  1803,  and  was  pensioned. 

5.  THOMAS  TREHLLEIT,  *^--'T-,  1803-1813.     Was  an  insolvent  merchant  of  Poolo  ; 

became  naval  officer  and  supreme  surrogate  in  succession  to  Ogden,  unci,  on  the 
hitter's  retirement  from  ill  health.  Chief  Justice;  he  was  translated  to  Prince 
Edward's  Island  as  Chief  .Judge,  in  exchange  for  Judge  Colclough,  1713. 

6.  CJESAR  COLCLOUGH,  C.J.,  1813-1815.      An  Irish  gentleman  of  good  family; 

an  amusing  writer,  but  a  very  inefficient  judge,  and  no  lawyer;  salary  increased  to 
£1,000;  retired  on  a  pension. 

7.  FRANCIS  FORBES,    C.J.,  181fi-1822.     Appointed  by  commit sion  bearing  date 

•1th  August  181fi;  took  his  seat  on  the  bench  1st  July  1817;  resigned  30th 
September  1822;  resided  on  the  Island  during  the  whole  of  the  period;  a  most 
able  and  popular  judge. 

8.  RICHARD    ALEXANDER   TUCKER.   C.J.,    182J-18S3.      Commission   dated 

1st  October   1822;  took  his  seat  on  the  Supreme  Court  Renoh    5th  May  1823; 
sole  .Judge  until    2nd   January  1826,  when  the  Royal  Charter  granted  by  His 
Majesty  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Newfoundland,  under  the  provisions  of  the   Act 
5  Geo.  IV.  cap.  Ixvii.  s.  17,  was  promulgated,  and  the  bench  then  filled  by — 
HON.  R.  A.  TUCKER,  Chief  Judge 

HON.  JOHN  WILLIAM  MOLLOY    -  -1  *     •  .    .  i  j 

HON.  AUGUSTUS  WALLET  DES  BAliREs!^''"''''''-^'"^''^''- 
On    26th  September    182G   HON.  EDWARD  RRABAZON  HRENTON  was 
appointed  A..J.  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Molloy,  who  bad  been  removed  from  his  office. 

JAMES  SIMAIS  was  sworn  in,  2nd  January  1826,  as  H.M.  Attorney-General. 
In  Septombor  1826,  during  the  absenca  of  the  Governor,  Sir  T.  Cochrane,  Tucker, 
C.J.,  was  Administrator  of  the  Government,  Hrenton  Acting  C..J ,  and  JAMES 
COCHRANE  Acting  Assistnut  Judge,  until  Sir  Thomas's  return  on  12th  August 
1-128. 
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0.  HENRY  JOHN  BOULTON,  C.J.,  iS.in-IS.IS.  Was  form.-rly  Altnrney.r.encra! 
of  (Jpppr  Canada;  roraoved  from  office  and  appointed  t'.J.  of  Newfoundland; 
removed  by  order  of  the  Privy  Coinicil  in  1H38.  Charges  having  been  maile 
ngainj-t  .Judge  Dos  H.irres,  he  retired  temporarily,  and  K.  M.  AltnilUALI), 
Clerk  of  the  Court,  was  Acting  Assistant  Judge  in  Deciniber  1833,  and  in  part 
of  1834. 

10.  JOHN  GERVASE  HUTCHINSON  BOURNE,  C.J.,  I83s-i8i4. 

DKS  H.VKUKS  and  HUKNTON,  A.-I's. 
IJourne  was  dismissed  by  Sir  John  Harvey  in  1814. 

J.  Sinims,  Attorney-Cieneral,  made  Acting  Chief  Justice  on  loth  .Tune  1844,  and 
continued  to  act  until  the  arrival  of  C.J.  Norton. 

11.  THOMAS  NORTON,  C.J.,  1H44-1847.     Commission  dated  .5th  November  1814. 

i)es  JJarres  and  Hrenlou,  A.J's. ;  Hrenfon  died  in  184."i ;  and 
(IKO.  LILLY  was  appointed  A.J.;  Lilly  died  in  1846  ;  and 
J.  Simms  xvas  apjiointed  Assistant  Judge  on  27th  November  I84(!. 
Des   Harres  was   Acting   Chief    Justice  from   3rd     September    1847    to   29th 
November  1847. 

12.  SIR  FRANCIS  BRADY,  C.J.,  I847-18(i5.    Sworn  in  2'.lth  November  1847. 

V.  IJ.  T.  CAHTKU  became  acting  A.J.  on  (ith  April  18.54,  in  place  of  Des 
Darres,  A.J.,  who  resumed  in  the  fall  term  of  the  same  year. 

G.  H.  KMintSON,  .Vcting  fudtrein  18.5C,. 

Des  Barrc's  and  J.  Simms,  A.J's.  until  November  18.5«. 

P.  F.  LITTIiE  a])pointed  A.J.  on  1st  November  18.58. 

PRYAN  KOUINSON  a|)poiiited  A  J.  on  2nd  November  1858. 

P.  F.  Little  was  Acting  Clliief  .lustiec  on  3()th  November  18,58. 

CIIAPLKS  SIMMS  was  acting  \.J.  on  30th  .Vovcmber  18.58,  and  again  <>n  7tli 
February  18,59. 

13.  SIR  HUGH  WILLIAM  HOYLES,  C.J.,   18G5-1880.     Sworn    ill   on  2Uth   .Mav 

1865.  P.  F.  Little  retired,  20th  Novendjer  186<.,  when  (Jeo.  lly.  Kmerson  was 
appointed  acting  A.J.  on  IHth  August  1807. 

JOHN  II.VYWAKD  was  ajipointed  A.J.  on  7th  Aigust  1868. 

F.  15.  T.  Carter,  Attorney-General,  was  acting  A.J.  on  2Uth  May  Ii'65,  on  2iltli 
May  1868,  and  again  on  2i)tii  May  1878. 

14.  SIR   FREDERIC  BOWKER  TERRINGTON  CARTER,  C.J.,   K.c.m.g.. 

1880,  present  Chief  Justice.    Sworn  into  office  20th  May  1880. 

SIR  R.  J.  PINSKNT,  D.C.L.  Made  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  on  20th  Mav 
188'J;  died  April  1893. 

J.  L  LITTLE.  Made  Acting  Judge  ou  27lh  November  188  3,  and  Jud-'e  on 
7th  .day  1884.  '^ 

,    SIH  J.  S.  WINTEIi.     Made  Judge  on  27th  May  1893. 
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CHAPTER   XXIV. 


liTnLIOGPAPirY,  MAXUSCRIPTS,  RECOIiDS,  Sfc. 


I.— Chronological  Bibliography. 


^'^' 


^■'^\  \' 


AVoi'ks  iimrkMl  thug  *  hnvo  not  been  traced  in  tho  British  Mus^uni. 

The  eHrliest  references  to  Newfoundhind  nre  contained  in  FAniAN't*  Chronicle,  Stowi;'^ 
Anudia,  Eiikn'h  (iitthcriuijs,  in  tlie  reifin  of  the  first  Tudor  Sovereijfiis.  'I'liere  lire  also  brief 
refereiu'es  to  the  Island  in  Gomara,  ()vii;i)i),  Pktkii  Maktvu,  and  the  great  worlts  of 
ItAMi'Hioand  IIkkubka,  also,  later,  iu  Ciiahlevoix,  AhiK'-  Ukynat.,  and  the  great  Spanish 
tlassie,  Navahketk. 

1 5i  5— MARTYR,  Peter.— D.eades.     [First  printi'd  account  of  Cahot's  voyajjes.] 

1 5S2 — HAKLUYT,  R. — Divers  voyages  touching  the  discovery  of  America,  i58:. 

l5S3— PECKHAM,  Sir  George. — A  True  IJeporte  of  the  late  discoveries  and  possession  of 
the  Newt'oundhindes,  by  Sir  llunipiu-ey  (iilbert.  At  London:  Printed  by  1,  C.  for  .John 
Uaide,  dwelling  in  I'aule's  Churchyard  at  the  fSigne  of  the  "  Golden  Hinde." 

1^89 — HAKLUYT)  R. — 'I'l'c  principal  navigations,  &c.  (J.  Hishop  and  K.  Xcwberie, 
Deputies  to  C.  Barker.     London,  iSSg. 

1:98-1600— HAKLUYT,  R. — The  principal  navigati  ins,  &c.  3  vols.  (J.  Uish  p,  U.  Xew- 
berie,  and  K.  Barker.     London,  1598-iboo. 

i6c8— BACON,  Lord.— Essay  on  Pliuitations. 

1 609  — LESCARBOT,  M.— Histoire  de  la  Nouvelle  France.     Paris,  1609. 

161C  -*HARLEY,  John.— Discovery  of  a  New  World.  Tuterbelly,  Xewland,  Forliana. 
No  date,  prob.  i6io.     London.     [  F7de  Watt.] 

i6j: — MASON,  Captain  John,  R.N. — A  brief  discourse  of  Newfoundland.  Edinhnryh  : 
I'rinted  by  Andr.)  Hart. 

i62e--WHITB0URNE,  Sir  Richard.— A  Discourse  and  Discovery  of  Newfoundland. 
Imprinted  at  London,  by  Felix  Kingston,  for  William  Barrett,  1620. 

[Several  editions  with  slight  alterations  in  1621,  1622,  and  1623.     Wynne's,  Captain 
])auiel  Powell's  nad  N.  IPs  Letters  add.,  slight  alterations  of  title  page.] 
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i6»j--  ANON. — A  Hhnrt  (lisnoiirno  of  the  Newfoiiudlaml,  cnntnyniiifr  diver*  reaKons  ami 
indiiceiiieiit*  fortbe  plantiiif;  of  th  it  Colony.  I'lihlislied  for  the  Kulislhction  of  all  siu'li 
111  shiil!  he  wijlinjf  to  hi-  udvcntiirers  ou  the  said  riuntutiou.  Diibliu,  i6x}.  [Lord 
Falkland'n  Adverlisement.] 

1 624— •EBURNE,  Richard.— A  Plaine  Pathway  to  Plintatioiis  [prineipnlly  relating'  to 
Newfoundland].  Luiiilun:  I'liiited  by  G.  P.,  for  John  Marriott,  1614."  [In  Ciirtei- 
Hrowu  Library.] 

10*5— PURCHAS,  Rev.  S.  M.  A ,  His  Pilj^rinw.     London,  |6»5. 

i5i5--VAUOHAN,  Sir  William,  D.C.L.— C^i""»>rcnsiiitn  Caroh'ia,  Heportata  uColchide, 
Cainbriola  i'\  .\ustr.ilissiini  NoviD  Terr.ic  Pla:,M.     Litndim :  William  Slanbieus, 

1626— VAUGHAN,  Sir  William,  D.C.L.— 'I'lie  Golden  Fl.Tee,  &c.  Transported  from 
Camitriol  Culeiici'i  out  of  ilie  S  mtii  •niinost  part  of  the  Islan  I.eoninioiily  e.ilUd  Newfound- 
land. L'lndim  :  Prin(ed  for  Franeis  Williams,  a'ld  to  be  s  )ld  at  his  hIioj),  at  the  ."^i^ne  of 
the  Globe,  over  ai;ainst  the  Ko)al  Fxcimn;?e,  i6;8, 

1628— HAYMAN,  Robert— Qnodlibets  lately  cv,,.  f,„,„  New  Hritaniohi,  old  Newf(nind- 
I.indj  all  of  them  eomposed  and  dun-,!  at  llarliii,.  tnie,  in  lirittniola.  anciently  called 
Newfoiimlland,  by  H.  H,,  soiiiL'time  (jovenmr  of  tl;.  I'lantation  there.  Zo/zi/oh  .-  I'rinted 
by  Klizabeth  Al!-I)e  for  Koger  Michcll,  dwelling  in  I'auli's  Churchyarde,  at  the  Sifiie  of 
the  Hull's  head,  1628. 

if>33-VAUOHAN,  Sir  William,  D.C.L.-  -I'l"  Newlandcr'i  Cnre  ....  Published  for 
the  Wi-ali"  of  Great  Hi-itaiiie,  by  Sii  Win.  Van/  in,  iviit.  Imprinted  at  LdiiiIdii,  by 
N.  ().,  for  F.  (.'c.nst  ibl.',  and  are  to  b.:  sold  at  his  .sli.  ;.  in  St.  Panic's  Chiirehyard,  at  the 
Sijfiie  of  the  Craine,  i63o. 


i633 .\  f'ominission  for  th(  wel'-fioverninfr  of  our  people  inhabitinir  in  New- 
foundland.    Imprinted  in  L'liiduii,  by  Uobert  Uarker  and  by  the  Assignee  of  John  IJill. 

i63S— ROBERTS,  Lewes.— The  Merchant's  Mai.pe.     [Many  editions.]     luidnn-  ;638, 
i')4o— LAET,  J.  de.— T.'histoiiv  du  Nouvciiu  Monde.     Lci/dc  :   1640. 


1648 


♦Henionstrance    on    behalf   of  the    Merclmnts  tuidinjr    to    Sp;iin,    E».-t 


Indies,  and  Newfoundland. 

1670— *  YOUNG,    James,  F.R.S.— Remarks  on  Debate  on  Newfoundland  Fishery.    [  r/</e 
"  Western  Antiiniarv,"  1886,  Mar.]      1670. 


ifiSi 


♦Ordinance    of     Louis    XIV.     concerning    Marine.       [.See    Anspaeh's 


History.]      Fontuiiiebleau,  1681. 
1680 — PHILANGLTJS  Brittania  Lnnguens.     London,  16S0. 


1687 


■  *The   present    state    of   His   Majesty's    Isle,   and    Territories  in   .\merien. 


July  20,  1686.     London,  Printed  for  Doriuan  Newman,  !6S7. 

1 6S9— CLARKE,  S.,  Minister    of  St.  Benet  Fink.— A  new  description  of  the  World. 
London,  1689. 

1691— LECLERCO,  Chrfetien. — Nonvelle  Relation  de  la  Gaspesii   [Account  of  Indians  on 
West  Coast  of  Newfoundland].     Paris,  1691. 

1693— GORDON,  Patrick.— Geograidiyanatomizi'd,  &c.     London  :  1693.     [Twenty  editions. 
20th  inlarged  by  E.  IJowen.     London:  17S4.] 

1694 — CHILD,  Sir  Josiah. — Discourse  on  Trade.     2iid  edit.     London  :  i()<)\. 

1698 *House  of  Commons    Report.— Account  of   the    Trade   and  Fishery   of 

Newfoundland,  and  of  the  Planters.     Answer  of  the  Commissioners  for  an  order  of  the 
House  of  Commons.     169S  to  1706. 


r 


& 

I 


E  .  1 1'; 


'  u 

i 


•  '.m 


i'iil4iH 


s  » 


'    I 


CG8 


BiULioaiiAriiv,  Sic. 


1699— "DESBOROW,  Chan.— The  IlumWc  Address  of  the  Lords  SpiritUHl  and  Toinpornl, 
with  regard  to  the  I'etitiou  of  Chati.  DeMlxirow ;  iilxo  uu  Act  to  enouiiritge  the  Tnide  of 
Newfoiindiund,  1699. 

1700 — MORDEN,  Robert. — Geography  rectified,  Ith  Kdit.  rilhiB.].  London,  1700.  [Ist 
Kditiou  it!  16S8.] 

1700 — WHITE. — Ueliit'on  de  'IVrre  Neiive  [in  Heriuird,  J.  F.,  Uecueil  dc  voiiiges  au  Nord, 
V.  3,  1716].     Aiimtei'him,  1715-27. 

1700— BRAY,  T.,  D.D. — A  luemoriul  representing  the  present  state  of  Ueligion.     London, 

1700. 

1705 — HARRIS. — Collection  of  Voyages.  Discovery  of  plantation  of  Newfoundland  from 
1497  to  1610.     London,  170S. 


1708 — *MOLL,  Herman,  OsOffrapher. — The  Ilritish  Empire  in  America— New 
Printed  for  John  Nieholson,  London,  1708. 


foundland. 


1708  ■ A   I'roelaniation  by  the  Queen  to  encourage  the   trade   more   to    New- 

foundland, antl  to  obsi-rve  the  Rules  relating  to  the  Fishery  better.     Kfusinjton,  June  ili. 
1 70S.     London  Gazette. 

1708 — *OREAVE,  Allen  H. — Ebenezer — .\  moiuunent  of  thankfulness;  true  account  of 
the  miraculotis  preservation  of  nine  men  in  a  boat,  on  a  voyage  from  l'l>niouth  to  New- 
foundland. Ky  Mien  H.  {Jreave,  chief  mnte  of  tlie  ship,  and  piineipul  shaicr  in  misery 
and  nierey.     London  :  Printed  by  iSani.  Smith. 

1710 — COLLINS,  John. — Petition  for  Oovernour's  pay  for  services  rendered,  &c.  [In 
\\.  M.  cat'd  as  from  Capt.  J.  Taylour,  of  11. M.S.  Litchfield.]      1710  ? 

i7«t— THOMPSON,  Thomas.— An  Account  of  tlie  Colony  and  Fishery  of  Newfoundland. 
(With  additions,  by  .Sir  Peter  Thompson.)    [I'rinted  sheet  and  .MSS.]      H.M.  MS.,  13,971. 

17 1 2— A  WEST  INDIA  MERCHANT— Letter  tea  gentleman  at  Tunbridge,  concerning 
Tieaty  about  Newfoundland.     London,  1712. 


171^ 


and  the  Newfoundland  Fisberv. 


*Copies  ofL-tfersand  other  documents  relating  to  the  Peace  of  Utrecht 


1713  — 


♦Extracts     from    Lord    O.xford's    ImpeachmL^nt,    &e.,    relating    to    the 


Newfoundland  Fisbi  ry. 

171 S -LORDS  COMMISSIONERS  FOR  TRADE,  &C.— Representation  to  His  Majesty 
reiatmg  to  the  Newfoundland  Trade  and  Fishery.     [.See  Leclerc's  liiblio.  Amer.]      1718. 

1722 — POTHERIE,  Bacqneville  de  la. —  Ilistoire  de  L'Amerique  Septentrionale  depuis 
iS34Jus4u'k  1704.    4  vols.    J'tiri.i,  1722.     [Contains  very  full  account  of  ibe  Abena(|uig.] 

1728 — COLLIBER,  S. — Columna  Bostrata,  or  u  critical  history  of  the  English  Sva-Ailairs, 
&c.     London,  1718. 

1732 — CHURCHILL,  A.  and  J. — Voyages — Vol.  iii..  Sir  Wni.  Monson's  Naval  Tracts  .  .  . 
concerning  Fish  and  Fishing.     London,  1732. 

1735 — LA  HONTAN,  Baron. — New  Vo»ages  to  North-America  [English  Edition].  Letters 
XXlll.  to  X>lV.  and  Memorial.  Ma]>  of  Newfoundland  by  .Moll.  2  vols.  Illus. 
London,  173s.  [Frenoh  ist  Editn.,  published  at  I^a  Haye  in  1703,  has  plan  of  Placentia, 
but  no  map.] 

1741 — OLDMIXON,  John. — British  Empire  in  America.     ^London?],  1741. 

1745 — HARLEIAN  Collection  of  Voyages,  &C. -Considenitiona  on  the  trade  of  New- 
foundland.    Kbenezer,  A  .Monument,  &c.     London,  i  745. 


1749-176U. 
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« 749— DOUGLASS,  Wm.,  M.D.— A  Hummiiry,  hisJoricnl  and  politiunl,  of  the  firnt  pliinting. 
projfrt'Hsivc  iiiipiovfiiicnts,  uud  pn-seiit  Mtute  of  liritish  SctticHHiiiti*  iu  North  Aiuericit. 
Boston,  1749-50;   London,  1755-60. 


"749 


Considerations  on  the  State  of  the  British  Fisheries  in  America.     [See 


Watt.]     London,  1749. 

"753— CHABERT,    Joseph    Bernard    de.  —  Voynfre    fait    <n    1750    dans    I/Amerique 
Septfiifrionali'  pour  ii-rfificr  les  ourtos  do  C<ites  dc  I'lli-  de  Terre  Neuvi-.     I'uti.s,  17  51. 


1755 


♦Hisfoire     et     Coninicrce     de     (Colonies    Angloiscs    dans    rAnicri<|uo 


Septentrionule.     [Hoyal  Institution  liibrarj-.]     Paris,  17S5 

1755  -^ *  Trench   Policy  defeated,  being    an   account    of    all   the    hostile    pro- 

eeedinffg  of  the  French  against  the  Knfjlish  in  North  America  for  the  last  seven  yearn, 
with  an  account  of  the  Niival  engafjement  of  Newfoundland,  &c.  [  See  Winsor's  N.  ^-  C.  //.' 
0/  America.]     London,  1755.  , 

i756 "A  new  and  complete  history  of  the  liritish  Kmpire.     London,  lySd. 

«759-*ADDIvESS  to  Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  PITT.— Considerations  on  the  Importance  of 
Canada,  itc,  and  the  North  American  fisheries  dependent  on  Isle  of  C.  B.  and  St.  .John's, 
Newfoundland,  and  the  seas  adjacent.     [See  Watt.]     London,  1759. 

'761-WINDTHROP,  John,  HoUisian  Prof,  of  Astronomy,  Camb,,  Mass.-Oi.ser- 

vations  of  transit  ot  Venus,  St.  John's,  Newfoundland,  June  6,  1761.     I'hil.  Trans. 

1761 — WINDTHROP,  J. — Uelation  of  a  voya;fe  from  Boston  to  Newfoundland  for  obs. 
transit  of  \'eniis.     [Boston  Atlienieum  Library.]     Boston,  1 761 . 

1761— CHOISEUL-STANVILLE,  Duke  de.— Memoire  historicine.     Leipzi;,,  1761. 

1762---MASSIE,  J. — Historical  account  of  Naval  power  of  BVance ;  state  of  Knirlish 
Fisheries  in  Newfouiidland.     London,  ij6z. 


1762  — 


Papers  relative  to  the  rupture  with  Spain.     London,  1762. 

1762— HEATHCOTE,  George.— A  letter  to  the  Kt.  lion,  the   Lord  Muvor,  &c.  of  London 
cimcerning  the  Peace  now  111  Aj;itation  between  fireat  Britlain  and  Ireland.     From  an  old 
servint.     [A  very  vigorous  letter  against  allowing  the  French  rights  in  Newfoundland  1 
London,  1762.  '-' 

1762— FROM  AN  HONEST  MAN.— A  reply  to  Mr.  Ileathcote's  letter.     London,  1762. 

1762— BOLLAN,  W— Colonae  Anglicae,  Illustrata;,  or  the  Ac<|uest  of  Dominion  and   the 
Plantation  of  Colonies.     [Hoyal  Institution  Library.]      London,  1762. 

1761 [French  view  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris.]     Scots  Magazine,  December,  1762. 

1763 Reflections  of  the  Terms  of  Peace.    London,  176?. 

1764— BOLLAN,  Wm.— The  Ancient  Kight  of  the  English  Nation  to  the  American  Fishery 
with  a  map.     London,  ij6^.  '' 

1765— WILLIAMS,  Captain  Griffith.— Account  of  island  of  Newfoundland,  by  Capt.  G 
Williams,  of  the  Royal  Kegiiiient  of  Artillery,  who  resided  there  14  vears  when  a* 
lieuteiuint,  and  now  bus  the  cninniand  there.  An  account  of  the  Island,  with  the  nature 
of  the  trade,  method  of  carrying  on  the  fishery,  with  reasons  for  the  decrease  of  that  most 
valuable  branch  of  trade.  To  which  is  annextd  a  Plan  to  exclude  the  French  from  that 
trade,  by  Cajit.  Cole.     [London],  1765. 

1766— COOK,  Capt.  James.— Directions   for   navigating   on   part  of  the   South   Coast   of 
Newfoundland,  including  St.  Pierre  and  .Miijuelon.     London,  1766. 
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1766— ♦LORDS  COMMISSIONERS  FOR  TRADE,  ftc— Keprcsentation  relating  to 
the  Trade  and  Fishery  of  ^iewfoiindlaDd.  z  tables.  [iSee  Leclerc*H  Biblio.  Auer.j 
1766. 

1767 — ROGERS,  Major  Robert. — A  concise  account  of  Nortli  America  [including'  New- 
foundland].    London,  17O7. 

1767 — COOK,  Captain. — Account  of  eclipse  of  sun  at  Newfoundland.     Phil.  Trans. 


1767  — *Tl:e  true  inti're^t  of  Great  Britain  in  rcfjard  to  the  Trade  and  Govern- 
ment of  Canada,  Newfoundland,  and  Labrador,  showinf;  the  absurdiry  of  ajiixiintini^ 
Military  and  Naval  officers  to  rule  over  a  Commercial  people.  \_See  Watt.]  Lomlon. 
Williuui!?,  1767. 

1768 — COOK,  Capt.  James. — Directions  for  navigating  the  West  Coast.     London,  1768. 

1 768— CART WRIGilT,  Lieut:  J.,  R.N. — Remarks  on  the  situation  of  the  Aborigines  of 
Newfoundliind.  [x'rinted  ia  Miss  Cartwright's  Life  of  Major  Cunwright,  Vol.  ii.,  p,  ?o7. 
London,  1826.] 

1770 — WYNNE,  J.  H. — A  general  history  of  the  British  Empire  in  America,  &c.  2  vols. 
London,  1770. 

1772— *CART WRIGHT,  Major  John.— On  the  Eights  and  interests  of  Fishery  Com- 
pany.    [  Vide  his  Life,  p.  299  ] 

1774 — *ANON. — A  brief  account  established  among  the  Esquimuux  on  the  const  of 
Labrador.     [5fe  Dr.  Packard's  Labrador.]     London,  lyj^.. 

177S — LANE,  Michael. — The  North  American  Pilot,  being  a  collection  of  charts  and  plans 
drawn  from  surveys  by  James  Cook  and  ^I.  L.     1775. 

J775-COOK,  Capt.  James;  LANE,  M.;  GILBERT,  J.,  and  others.— The   Nortii 

American  Pilot  for   Newfoundland,    Labrador,   and  the  Gulf  of  Si.   Lawrence,  chiefly 
engraved  by  Jefferys,  T.     L.ondon,  ijjS. 

1776 — *JEFFRIES,  Thos. — The  American  Atlas;  description  of  America,  chiefly  the 
British  Colonies.     J^ondon,  1775-6. 

1776 — *COUGHLAN,  Rev.  L. —  [Account  of  the  early  history  of  Wcsleyanism  in  Newfound- 
land.]     1776. 


1778 


♦Verses   to  the  memory  of  Col.  Ackland,  with  a  letter  on  advantages 


arising  from  Newfoundland  fishery  trade.     [.See  Watt.] 

1778-D'AXJTERpCHE,    Abhe    J.    Chappe.— A  voyage  to   California.      Also   contains 
J.  D.  de  Cassini's  voyage  to  Newfoundland.     London,  1778. 

1779 — MILES,  Wm.  Aug. — Remarks  on  the  Act  for  the  encouragement  to  the  Newfound- 
laud  fisheries  from  England.     London,  1779. 

1783-CARTWRIGHT,    Geo.— Labrador,  a  poetic  epistle.     [See  Dr.  Packard's  Labrador.] 
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l5i7— *THORNE,  Robert.— r.Ptter  to  I)r.  Leigh.  "  This  inclination  and  desire  of  this  dis- 
"  coverv  I  inherited  from  my  father,  who,  with  Hugh  Klliott,  were  the  discoverers  of  the 
"  Newland."     [Kecord  t>Hice.] 

i527— RUr,  John,  and  DE  PRADO,  Albert.— Letters  from  St.  .lohn's.  [Printed  in 
PuuoHAs  and  in  Bricwbji's  State  I'lipert!.] 

i53o? — ♦DENYS,  Jean. — Legal  notice  about  boats,  &c.  left  in  Newfoundland  for  the  winter. 
Parii  Nat.  Lib.     MSS  Francjais,  24.209. 

1597 — LEIGH,  ChaS. — A  Urief  platforme  for  a  voyage  with  three  sliips  unto  the  iland  of 
Ramea  to  ji'ave  inhabitauiits  which  shall  keepe  the  iland  to  Her  Majesties  use,  as  also 
forbid  the  Frenchmen  from  the  trade  of  fisliing  in  that  place.     Oct.  1S97.     B.M.  MSS. 

1609 — *6UY,  John.— [A  discourse]  to  aninuite  the  English  to  plant  in  Newfoundland. 
[Purchas  had  a  v';opy  of  this  .MS.] 

1610— JAMES  I.'S  Charter  to  London  and  Bristol  Co.     B.M.,  Harl.,  589. 

1610— LONDON  AND  BRISTOL  CO.'S  instructions  to  John  Guy  about  management  of 
the  Colony.     J{..V1.  MSS.     Otto  K.,  VIII.  [5]. 

i6ii — *GUY,  John. — A  jouruall  of  the  voiadge  of  discouverie  niaile  in  a  boale  built  in 
Newfoundland,  called  ye  Indeavour.     Lambeth  MSS.  2. So,  f.  406. 

1619— ♦WHITBOURNE,  Sir  R.—  Letter  to  Lord  Cnrew,  Governor  of  .Jersey.  An  abstract 
of  some  material  points  in  my  discourse  of  Newland,  which  was  presented  to  His  Majesty 
at  Huntingdon,  the  17th  day  of  October  1619.     Land)eth  MSS.,  494,  f.  273. 

1620?— WHITBOURNE,  Sir  R.— A  brief  discourse  [MS.  of  Lis  book,  with  author's 
alterations].     BAl.  MSS.,  22564. 

1623 

1629 


Charter  of  Avilonia  [in  Latin  and  Knglish].     B.M.,  Sloane  MSS. 

'Ri'lations    about     Lord    Baltimore's    priests    ntuniing   to    England    in 

Septendx'r,  1629.     Southampton   Municipal   .\rcliives. — Book  of  Examinations,  Informa- 
tions, and  Depositions,  No.  42,  A.I).  1622-1643. 

l63o — HAYMAN,  Robert. — A  Pr(>position  of  Profit  and  Honour  projiosed  to  my  dread 
Sovereign,  Lord  King  ("liarles  I.,  relating  to  building  a  city  in  Newfoundland,  by  Kobeit 
Hayman,  i63o.     B.Sl.  MSS.,  Kg.  2541. 

1660 (Baltimore   r.    Kirke.) — Varrative   and   other  Papers    concerning   Ni'w- 

foundland.     MSS.,  B.M.,  Eg.   2395.     Lettter  from  Char..  Hill  to  ,Iohu  Kirke,  re  Lord 
Baltimore's  Claim.     B.M.  MSS.,  239?. 

1661 Papers  concerning  Lord  Baltimore's  interest  in  Newfoundland,  iz  Sept. 


i65i.     B.M.     Eg.  239S. 
l6fi6— L'ALMEY,  H.— Articles  tor  Newfoundland  fishing.     B.M.  MSS.,  5489. 
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MANUSCRIPTS.  687 

.— Petition  of  Inhabitants  of  Avilonia  to  George  Kirke,  iS  March  i666r7l. 

B.M.  MSS.  Eg.  2395.  D  •  L/j 

1670— MATTHEWS,  John.— Attestation  conoernitig  tlie  Freueh  iu  Newfouadlaud— Takiu" 
possession  of  l'l:huuti!i,  27  Jany.  1670.     IJ.M.  MSS.,  Kg.  2595.  "^ 

1670-NEWFOUNDLAND     SETTLERS.  -  Keply      to      declarations      of     Dartmouth. 
Plimouth,  &e.     15.M.  MSS.,  Eg.  2395. 

16 76 -DOWNING,    John.— .V    Hreif   Narratiue   conceriiiug  Newfoundland,    24  Oct.   1676 
J5.M.  M.S.S.,  Eg.  2395. 


1677 


MSS.  History  of  the  Colonisation  of  t\w.   Province  of  Avalon  in    New- 


fouudland  in  1670.     B.M.,  Sloaiie  MSS.,  3662 


1680 


1680 


MS.S.    account    of   the    Plantations    iu    America— Newfoundland.— Au 

.Recount  of  the  J'eople  settled  on  East  Coast  of  Newfouudlaud  "  who   live  by  catchiu" 
fish."     B.M.  ALSS.  ■'  » 

List  of  luhabitauts  in  English  ports  of  Newfoundland.     B.M.  MSS.,  Add. 


15898. 

1696-7— *BAUDOIN,    Sieur    de,    Missionaire.— Journal  de  Voyage   que   jay   faie  avec 
Mde  Iberville  en  L'Isle  de  Terre  Neuve,  1696-1697.     MSS.     Quebec. 

1697   1 CorresixHidence  respecting   certain    duties   on    fish    and  oil   imported  by 

Englishmen  in  English  built  ships  from  the  English  settlements  in  Newfoundland  and 
elsewhere.     U.M.  MS8.,  5540. 

1697 —  Papers  relating  to  Newfoundland  and  the  expedition  for  the  protection 

of  th(!  fisheries  from  the  Erench  ;  consisting  of  Official  Keports  and   Letters  from   the 
Transport  Office,  Admiralty,  &c.,  1696-7.     B.M,  MS«.,  1S492, 


1697 


5795. 
,705-8   - 


Warrants  for  Ordnance  and  Lists  of  Officers,   1697-170;.- B.M.,  Add. 

Trade  to  Newfoundland,  Account  of B.M.  Eg.  MSS.,  921. 

1 70S — ANON. — MS.  account  by  a  French  officer  supposed  to  be  Chaussegros  de  Lerv  or 
(iedeon  de  Catalogue,  of  the  Campaign  oV  1705.     Qiicber  MSS. 

171 1— THOMPSON,  Thomas.— An  account  of  the  Colony  and  Fisherv  of  Newfoundland, 
with  additions  by  Sir  Peter  Thompson.     [Printed  sheet  and  MSS.]     B.M.  MSS  ,  13972.  ' 

1 7" 9— PROVINCE  OF  GUIPOSCOA.— Memorial  on  their  rights  of  fishery  at  Newfound- 
laud.     B.M.,  Add.  33028. 


1729 


Beport  of  a  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council   on   the  state  of  the  New- 
foundland Fishery.     19th  .Vpril  1729.     B.M.  MSS.,  3  3o28. 

1734— WALDEGRAVE,  Lord— Memoire  par    le    Com|»te   de  Waldegrave,   Ambassadoiir 
Extraordinaire,  siir  I'Jsle  de  Terre  Neuve,  9  January  1734.     15. M.  MSS.,  32-85. 


1737 
»744 


Contract  for  victualling  the  Garrison  of  Placentia.— B.M.  MSS.,  33o28. 
Appointments  of  Eieut.-Governors  to  Forts,  1744. — U.M.  MSS.,  33029. 


« 744— AUCHMUTY,  Robt.— Paper  01?  the  Inv,iortancp  of  Cii\H'  Britton,  situate  between 
Newfoundland  and  N.  Scotia,  to  the  British  Nation,  jo  April  1744.  B.M.  MSS. 
32702.  "     "  ■' 


>749 


Fort  William  and  Plans  of  Batteries  erected  1749.     Crown,  exix.     loS. 


1749— BASTILE,  T.  H.— New  and  exact  plan  of  Fort  of  Placentia.— T.  H.  Bastile's  Reports 
to  Board  of  Ordmmce,  March  5,  1749-50.     Crown,  cxix.     1016,  109. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY,  &c. 


'"51 — SMELT,  Leonard.— Kt'po'^  of  Fort  of  I'lucentiii  to  Board  of  Ordniuice,    ii  Nov.  5i, 
Crown,  cxix.     loic. 

[17S1] — DAWSON'S  report  [undiited]  of  B'ort  of  Placentia.     Crown,  cxix.     1. 


1754 


♦Heport  of  Attorney  and  Solicitor  Gcnenil  on  Lord  Haltiinore's  Cliiiin, 


April  5,  Shi'lburne  MS.     Historical  MSS.  Uomniiasioner.s'  Report,  Vol.  V. 
1758 MSS.  Papers  relating  to  Newfoundland.    B.M.,  Add.  32881. 


1761 


Terms   of  Peace  between  Rnpland  and   France. — Consideration   of   tho 


Newfoundland  Fishery,  i3  April  1761.     M.SS.,  B.M.,  .\dd.  33o3o. 


1762 


Letters  from  Grenville  to  Mitchell,  and  despatch  from  Col.  Amherst  ahdut 

the  taking  of  St.  John's  by  11. .M.  Arms,  Oct.  12,   1762,     MSS.,  B.M.,  6820.     Also  U.M. 
Add.  M.SS.,  32943. 


1766 


Bemr.rks  on  Labrador. — B.M.,  Add.  33,o3o,  f.  220. 


1766 — *BANKS,  Sir  Joseph,  F.R.S. — -Tnl.  of  a  voyagre  to  Newfoundland  and  Labrador, 
A])ril  7  to  Nov.  17.  MSS.  of  plants,  insects,  &c.,  dessription  of  cod  fishery  and  curinij 
of  fish,  both  by  pjifflish  and  French.  Also  of  the  state  of  St.  John's  ;  the  (iovernment,. 
&c.     [York  Gate  Library.] 

1782* — PLAIRE)  Sieur  A.  de  la. — Precis  alphabetique  des  traites  de  Pais,  presentis  au 
]{oi  en  MSS.  par  le  .sieur  Ama.  de  la  Plaire,  grand  maitrc  des  eaux  et  fonds  [notes  in 
French  Gaiette,  March  27,  1782],  f.f.  435,  large  8vo.  XVIII.  century  MS.  in  Versailles 
Library. 

1786 — GARDNER,  Dr. — Some  facts  collected  and  observations  made  on  the  fishery  and 
government  of  Newfoundland,  by  Dr.  Gardner,  late  of  Boston,  in  New  England.  B.M. 
MSS.,  15493. 

1795— *THOMAS,  Aaron. — Paynmster  of  H.M.S.  Boston.  MSS.  diary  of  events  in  New- 
foundland in  1794-5.     [In  the  possession  of  Mr.  James  Murray.] 


1796 
i8zo 


Natives  of  Newfoundland,  Specimen  of  writing  of.  — B.M.,  Add.     iio38. 

*  Vocabulary  of  the  Langtmge  of  the  Aborigines  of  Newfoundland.    [MS.] 

1820.     [Royal  Institution  Library.] 

[  I S  34  ?]— ROBINSON,  Capt.  H.— Vocabulary  of  the  Beothick  language.    B.M.,  MSS.  Add. 
19350. 

x835--*GOSSE,  Philip  Henry.— MSS.  on  Entomology  of   Newfoundland,  i835.     [Vide 
V.  II.  Gosse's  Life.] 


IV.— Plans. 

1689— THORNTON,    J.— Phins  of  St.  John's  (p.  204),  Carbonear,   Bay  Bulls,   Harbour 
Grace,  and  Ferryland.     B.JI.,  1804,  b.  21. 

1693— PITZHUGH.— rians  of  St,  John's  (p.  198),  Harbour  Grace  (p.  198),  Bay  Bulls,  i  nd 
Ferryland.    B..M.  MS.,  S414  (3o). 


1698 


K.  119,  io3. 


Draught  of  St.  John's  harbour,  with  soundings,  100  toises  to  inch.     B.M. 


u,    21  Nov.  5t. 
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PLANS.  m) 

i7o3— LA  HONTAN,  Baron.- Plan  ofl'iaccntia  (p.  184).     La  Have,  1703. 
'704— THORNTON,  J.-rians  of  St.  John's,  &c.     H.M.,  S.  ico  (18). 

>7<^8— MONSEGUR,  Michael  de.— I'lan  of  I'ort  of  I'lacentiu,  presented  to  the  Prince  of 
Denmark  (p.  248).     J5.M.,  K.  119,  99. 


1709 


*I''(>rt  Williiim,  ri;in  o*",  as  rebuilt  by  Captain  Taylour  in  1709.     lleeonls. 


H.  of  Trade,  Newfoundland,  No.  6,  K.  ^ii. 
1714— *TAVERNER,  Captam.-Survey  of  St.  Peters  [cu/c  Hoard  of  Trade  Records]. 


17*5 


Plan  of  the  Fort  and   Castle  of   I'laceutia,  and   of  the  new  Fort.     I{..\f., 


K.  119,  1 00. 
'74'— BONACHE,  P. -Port  du  Pl.iisance.     I}.^[.,  K.  118-57.  "  a"d  ''• 


'745-7+  —  - 

332^!,  n. 


•  I'lans,  of  various  dales,  prepared  for  military  i)nrposes.     H.Af.  MSS. 


I.   Proposed  fort  [Townsendj,  showing  chain  reck  and  chain, 
a.   ("oMlour  in;ip  of  St,  .John's. 

3.  Hitttery  to   he  erected  at  Soutii    Head.      .V.— Amherst   Tower.      H.-Barhet  Battery 

('.—  Lower  Mattery.      I).— Hridfro  over  gullv  on  the  road  to  St.  .John's. 

4.  Contoured   i)lan   from  Qnidi  Vidi  and  Signal  Hill  to  Fort  William   and  King's  Bridge 

showing  proposed  batteries  to  defend  hignnl  Iliil  from  (JuMi  Vidi  and  St.  .Tohii's' 
and  Cro.sslire,  with  Fort  Ainher.st  in  the  narrows,  barracks  nnd  magazines.  ' 

5.  Plan  of   (iitrniice    of    St.    .Ldin's    Harbour,    showing    the   adilitional    works   ereetioT 

A.- Block  HouRc,  on  Signal  Hill,  with  additional  works.  B.— Batteries  on  the  sont'i' 
]U)int  of  Signal  Hill.  (;.— Baft.Ty  for  d.dViice  of  narrows.  1).— Wallace's  Battery" 
F:.— Chain  Hock  Battery;  Amherst's  Tower:  Fre<leriek's  Battery.  [Noii; —Two 
chains  seem  to  have  gone  straight  across  from  Chain  Hock,  and  another  from  there  to 
F'rcderick's  Hattery.] 

6.  Entrance  of  harbour  from  Chain  Rock  Point  to  Fort  Charles  or  South  Battery,  showing 

plan  for  a  gun  battery  at  Chain  Hock  Point,  and  the  iioints  the  guns  wouhl  cover  in 
their  fire. 

7.  Section   of  hills  around  St.  .John's;  views  of  Fort  Towiisend,  Block   House,  and  Fort 

Wallace. 

8.  Plan  of  a  proposed  J'alliser's  Tower  at  the  S.  head  for  ten  24-pounders,  and  four  8-inch 

howitzers,  and  garrison  (roniid  fort). 

9.  ICIi'vation  of  iiid|iosed  Palliscr  Tower. 

10.  Project  for  fortifying  Admiral's  Point  going  into  Trinity  Harbour.  October  1745. 

11.  Plan  proposed  for  !„,titicatioii  of  Curhoniere  Island,  by  .Ino.  Chamberluiii,  1763." 

12.  Plan  of  part  of  Plaeentia  Harbour. 

i3.  Plan  of  Plaeentia,  March  i,  1774,  showing  defences  proposed  by  Lieut.  Bobt.  I'ringh' 
engineer.  ' 

14.  T'hiii  of  Feriy  land  Head  and  Cipeling  J!ay. 

I  5.    Phin  of  Hnoy  Island  batteries  and  barracks,  by  F'rancis  Assiotle,  1762. 
16,   J'lan  of  Fort  Frederick,  as  it  is  now,  with  the  "new  additions. 


1746 


J'lan  of  Carboniere  Island  in  Mr.  IJrewse's  letter,  dated  St.  John's,  18  Oct. 


1746.     B.M.,  iv.  cxi.t.,  109. 

'749? Trinity  Harbour.     B.M.,  IC.  exix.,  loS. 

•749  ? Plii'i  of  Boys  Island,  Fcrrylaiid.     Ji.M.,  IC.  cxix.  no. 

1749-50 New  and  exact  plan  of  Fort  of  I'lacentia  in  J.  H.  JJastide's  report  to 

Board  of  Ordinance.     March  5,  1749-50.     15..M.,  IC.  cxix.,  101  a,  b. 

1749?— DAWSON'S  coloured  plan  of  Town  and  Harbour  of  Plaeentia.     (Undated.)     BM 
K.  cxix.,  102.  "   ■' 

'749— FOURNIER,  A.  G.— A  coloured  plan  of  Fort  William,  .ind  of  the  batteries  erected 
at  the  eiitrMiice  of  the  harbour  on  the  south  side,  1749,  h'  -A.  G.  Founder,  done  by  order 
of  Captain  Bastide  ;  also  plan  of  harbour.    B.M.,  K.  cxix.,  io5. 
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1749 A  coloiiriMl   plan  of  Trinity's  Ilurbonr,  1748,  ivcoivcd   with  Col.  Cook's* 

IcttiT,  (luted  nth  Novenibrr  i-'^'i,  acconipanird  by  MS.  report  of  J.  H.  Hiisliilu,  to  Hoard 
of  Ordinance,  reliiting  to  Forryland,  (,'arbouiere,  and  Trinity.     H.M.,  K.  «xix.,  107. 


175c — SMELT,  Leonard. — Ueport  made  to  Sir  .lolin  Legorier  by  Leonard  Smelt,  enjjineer 
in  ordinary,  of  present  state  of  furtilicutions  at  I'lauentiii,  what  has  been  done,  and  w  hut  is 
still  necessary,  should  it  be  ihoiight  reqnisite  to  proceed  in  the  repairs,  ueeonipunicd  by 
jilans,  12  November  17?!. 

i.   An  elevation  of  pallisading  of  stone-work  of  new  fort.     ii.  Pluu  of  Fort  Frederick, 
iii.   I'lan  of  the  Xew  Fort.     K.  exix.,  loi,  c,  d,  e,  f. 

i7.S'-BRAMHAM,  J.,  and  HYLTON,  E.  S.,  Engineers.— I'lau  of  St.  John's  in  17S1 

(p.  292).     1J..M.,  K.  exix.,  104. 

17^2  ? — Smali  book  of  very  neatly  executed  plans.     IJ.NF.  MS.,  22875. 

100  — Fort  I'orehartrain,  Tjubrador. 

101 — Plan  of  ]iart  of  St.  .Tohii's  (p.  296). 

102  — Plan  of  Carboniere  Island  (p.  296). 

io3 — Forryland  Head  and  Bnoy  Island  (p.  296). 

104 — Knlarjied  plan  of  Huoy  Island,  with  forts,  &e. 

io5  —  Plan  of  Admiral's  Point,  Trinity  llarbonr  (p.  296). 

106 — Plan  of  Plucentia  (p.  276). 

107 — Plan  of  Placentia  inider  Nova  Scotia,  showing  salaries  of  Lt.-Govemour,  &c. 

1760— RODGERS,  Capt.  Lieut.  David,  R.A.— I'lan  <>f  Vork  Harbour,  Labrador,  taken  in 
August  1760  on  board  II.^LS.  Antelope.     H.M.,  Add,  14036  a 


1764- 


MS.  plan  of  Pay  of  Three  Islands,  taken  on  board  H.M.S.  Gtiermey,  June 


1764,  J  ft.  7  ill.  X   2  ft.  oin.     B.M.,  Add.  17693  a. 


1764! 


•  MS.  plan  of  York  Harbour  and  Fiark  Bay,  within  the  Hay  of  Three  Ishinds. 


H.M.,  Add.  17963  b,c. 
,766 Plan  of  York  Fort,  Labrador,  1766.     B.M.  ISISS.,  33*31,  k.k. 


1766? 


A  view  of  Bona  Vista  (p.  i38),  the  northernmost  port  for  the  fishery 


(excepting  Fuego,  lately  settled).     B.M.  MSS.  3i357  M. 
1798— BRENTON,  J.  p.— View  of  St.  John's  (p.  374).    K.  cxi.x.,  106. 
1799?— SKINNER,  Col.— Views  (p.  326,  36o,  38i,  399).    Add.  32233. 

J  858 — GRAY,  Hon.  and  Rev.  W. — Sketches  and  views  of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador. 

S.  H.  Cowell,  Ipswich.     S.  204  (24), 
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Colonial  Papers.  No.  56. — 1676  to  1684. 
Cohmial  Kntry  Hook.s,  No.  65.— 1623  to 


v.— English  Public  Records, 

The  following  papers  i„  the  Record  Offipo  have  not  yet  been  calendared.  As  thev  hIII  l.e 
(lillerently  arran^r.Ml  when  printed,  no  attempt  has  been  made  thn)n.rl,„„t  the  History  to  refer 
to  them  spoMhea  ly.  Keeords  np  to  l.i7i  are  ineluded  in  Mr.  George  Sainsbury's  Colon  al 
I'apers  or  in  the  Calendar  of  State  Papers,  Jtc.  '' 

No.  10.— -1725  to  1730— O. 

No.  II.— 1730  to  1735—0.    Governor 

Geor/,'e  Clinton. 
No.  12.— 1735  to  1740— P.     Governor 

Edward  Falkinghain. 
No.  I  3.— 1739  to  1742— P.    Governors 

Fitzroy  Henry  Lee,  Philip  Vanbrugh, 

Thomas  Smith,  .lohn  Hviig. 
No.  14.— 1743  to  1751  -(2.    Governors 

Charles  Watson,  (i.  Hrydges  Rodney, 
No.  i5.— i75i  toi757— Q.    Governors 

Franeis    \V.    Drake,  Hugh   Bonfoy, 

Richard  Kdwards. 
No.  16.— 1757  to  1760--R.    Governor 

Hichard  Edwards. 
No.  2  3. — 1730  to  1760 — Mise.  papers. 
No.  25.-169610  1701— Entry  Rook  .\.. 


Colonial  Entry  Rooks,  No.  66.— 1677. 

America  and  West  Indies,  No.  32. — 1706, 
Oet.  12,  to  1745,  Dee.  6.— Governors  Crowe, 
(ileilhill,  Osbourne,  Clinton,  &c. 

•Vmerica  and  West  fndies,  No.  33.— 1748, 
June  9,  to  1732,  Jan.  1 1.— I.ieut.-Governor 
Hainilton,  Governors  Bradstreet,  JJrake, 
Rodney,  &c. 

Anieriea  and  West  Indies,  No.  570. — 1 702 
to  1710. 

America  and  West  Indies,  No.  571. — 1711 
to  1760. 

RoiirdofTiale:— 

No.    3.— 1696  to  1699— A.  n. 

No.    4.— 1699  to  1703— C.  D.  E. 

No.    5.— 1703  to  1706— F.  (i.  JI. 

No.    6— 1706  to  1710--I.  K. 

No.    7.— 1710  to  171 5 — L. 

No.    8.-1715101720 — M. 

No.    9. — 1-20101725 — N.    Governor 
Gledhill. 


No.  26. — 1 701  to  1705 
No.  27. — 1705  tt.  1708 
No.  28. — 1708  to  171 5 
No,  29. — 171 5  to  1719 
No.  3o. —  1719  to  1 74 1 
No.  3 1. —1742  to  1760 


R. 
C. 
D. 
E. 
F. 
G. 


VI.— Newfoundland  Records  and  Newspapers. 


The  most  interesting  of  the  Newfo\ind- 
land  manuscripts  are  the  records  kept  by  the 
Admiral  Governors.  They  contain  very  full 
details  on  the  naval,  military,  legal,'  and 
diplomatic  subjects  of  the  various  years.  The 
present  series  begins  with  Governor  Rodnev's 
ndmini.stration,  1749.  There  are  traces  "of 
anterior  records  from  Osborne's  time,  but  all 
liave  disapiieared.  From  1749  the  series  is 
complete,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two 
years  at  the  dose  of  the  ISth  century.  There 
are  most  complete  statistics  of  the  exports 
and  imports  of  the  Colony,  floating  and 
rdsideut  population,  &c. 


There  are  also  incomplete  records  of  the 
Surrogate  Courts,  particularly  of  Harbour 
(jrace,  Placeutia,  and  Ferrylaud.  Records  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  begun  in  1791,  are  not 
complete  ;  fire,  damp,  and  gross  neglect  has 
made  sad  huvoc  witli  these  invaluable  papers. 
— Mr.  J.  W.  Withers  possesses  a  complete 
file  of  the  Newfoundland  Royal  Gazeite, 
from  1809,  with  the  original  list  of  subscribers. 
Files  of  all  the  local  papers  are  kept  in 
the  Colonial  Secretary's  Office,  and  in  the 
Legislative  Library.  They  are  fairly  com- 
plete. 
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IX.— Population,  &c. 

The  fiitiiros  (civeii  in  tlirw>  curly  niinals  iiboiit 
ropiiliitidii,  (Ishiry  statistics,  Ac.  m-c  viiiriu'  and  very 
incoriv  ct. 

In  Ki.Vt  the  resident  population  is  sot  down  at 
Srirt  raniilirs  disii'iliiitcd  over  15  small  'settlements 
between  ('a|H'  Raee  and  ('a|ie  linnavistn.  In  th« 
Parliamentary  Paptir  of  1713,  the  ti^rures  are  :— 

l(i75.        1070.    1077. 


I'lanters 
Servants 
lioalg  - 


MO 

\.ir<ii 

•-'77 


i:»s  -  i.-)2 
lit;}  -i.:(."i 
■-'(Mi    -    ;):i7 


The  iisnnl  immhcr  allowed  to  a  boat  in  these 
statistics  is  tivc  men. 

This  will  give  in  1075    •  -    l.;w.")  men 

„  „        1070  -  l.tWO     „ 

1077    ■  -    l.!"S,-)     ., 

In  comrmtintc  it  is  necessary  to  take  iioeoiint  of 
the  families,  wliich  aveniire  quite  live,  and  neavl.v 
every  family  had  at  least  one  woman  siTvant.  This 
would  make  tl'.e  households  for  each  year  as 
follows  :— 

1075.        1G70.        1077. 


Honsoholds 
Servants 

Total 


HIO    -      S2S    .      S12 

i,;)sn    -  1.030    -  l.!w,^ 

2,'22r.        2,t.")S         2,7li7 


In  lOtO  the  resident  population  is  put  down  at 
2,2sii,  and  in  10!18  at  2.010. 

low  :— 270  vessels;  21.000  Ions;  lO.nOO  seamen; 
boats,  2,100,  with  five  men ;  averatre  calch  2.")0  to 
.100  qtU.  each. 

1075.        1070.        1077. 
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Inhiibitanls'  boats 

-     iw 
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.      31)4 

X.-  Population  in  1697. 
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The  fishermen  purpos(>Iy  unileriiiti  il  'he  iiopnla- 
ioo.  Slany  funiilies  of  Knirlish  weii'  residinif 
imomtst  the  Krencli  in  Hacentia.  SI.  I.awreiu'i'. 
I'repassey,  Kortuiie  Bay,  ic. ;  many  had  migrated 
north  of  Ciipe  Hoiiavistii.  No  Ciirly  returns  of 
population  are  therefore  satisfactory.  In  lOIwi  1007 
we  have  an  estimate  of  the  popnlalion  uiaile  from 
nctnnl  survey,  and  in  the  winter,  by  a  foiei»rtier, 

A  lilii^    111! I iilit!  (1 
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Ck.NSU.S    of   Pol't'LATION,  SiC.  of    XKWKOrND- 

i.AN'i)  from   Pkkk  BAL-i)OiN'.>i  Jovrsal, 
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Renews 
Fermense 
Ferryland    - 
Capelin  Ha.v 
Cape  Broyle 
Hriurns  by  South 
C'olmare,         probably 

Toad's  ('ove. 
Witless  Hay 
Hay  Itiills    - 
A(|naforle 
St..lohii's    - 
I'elly  Harbour      - 
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Harbour  .Alain     ■ 
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Kelnii  Cove  (':) 
I'ri'sbwater 
Old  I'erlican 
liny  de  Verds 
Hauls  Hiirbour 
SeiJlyCove 
New  I'erlican 
Hearts  Kiise 
Hi'iirts  Ciintenl 
Trinity 
Bonavista    - 

Toli.1 


To  this  mii».  bo"; 
added  seltlenients  | 
not  named-  I'ofro. 
TwillinKale.  and  , 
other  scattered  I 
population  In  Ihe 
niivtiiern  pnrt  of  I 
the  Island     .        -J 
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STATISTICS. 


XIV.— Population. 

MM"    I    1H.")7  (  Laliiador  iiichi(lpil) 


.Vi.71it 
,'ilt..-.7l 

tiO.IIIHI 
7.'i.0!H 

us,7(i:t 


isilli  ( 
lS7t  ( 
1881  ( 
IWIl   ( 


(111. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


do 
do. 
do. 
do. 


12t.2'<,S 
1  tr,,.-,3il 
ll!l.;i7V 
11p7..'iS!) 
2(12,(1  M) 


XV—  Senominational. 


- 

Church 

of 

EiiRland. 

34,204 

Church 

of 
Rome. 

.M.tlio- 
dists. 

Prcsh.v- 
teriiiiis. 

CoiiKrc- 
f^tioiial. 

Baptists, 

Salvation 
Army. 

Moraviniis. 

Reforniod 

Chuii'h 

of  Uiiglaiid. 

tst.i 

4«.9as 

14,2.39 

478 

r,a9 

44 

_ 

_ 

]«7 

41,28.5 

.57,2U 

2(1.229 

8;w 

,347 

10 

— 



IMIi'.l 

rw,lS4 

01. (lift 

28,990 

974 

3;w 

KiS 

— 

— 



is-t 

59,5(11 

(H,317 

35,702 

1,1(18 

M\\ 

KS5 

— 

— 



IHMl 

(iit,(!-t(l 

75,3.S() 

48,9«1 

1,478 

7(18 

(15 

-- 

— 



1891 

«it,824 

Ti,(m 

63,276 

1,410 

782 

37 

2,092 

1,397 

487 

XVI.    Census  of  1891. 


District. 

Tot 

Church 

of 
l'n)iland. 

Church 

of 
Rome. 

Metho- 
dists. 

Presby- 
terians. 

Other 

Penomi- 
nations. 

Chief  Town. 

Popu- 
lation. 

St.  Bnrbe      - 

6,090 

3.302 

J.784 

1,027 

14 

3 

Bonne  Bay   -     - 

1,1  la 

Twillingnte      •    - 

l<!,780 

.■!,9ro 

2,440 

0,061 

68 

6!«1 

Twillin^ate 

3,585 

FoKO 

(   •    ) 

1    - 

1,174 

2,092 

4 

1 

F())to    - 

1,02() 

Bonavista    - 

17,s-, 

h, .'»>'* 

3,009 

6,046 

14 

171 

Bonavi.sta     • 

3,551 

Trinity 

18,872 

9,1(4"/ 

1,(113 

0,888 

11 

413 

Trinity 

1,401 

Ba.v  do  Verde 

9,70S 

60(1 

2,135 

7,IM12 

— 

6 

Western  Bay 

1,(«3 

Carboncar     - 

.5,705 

1,011 

1,8!W 

2.731 

10 

114 

Carboncar  - 

4,127 

Harbour  (inico    • 

13,881 

8.,(:t3 

5.K)4 

1,90-1 

157 

2;w 

Harbour  Grace  - 

0,M1(I 

PortKie-Gravf" 

7.98(1 

2,9',»9 

LiKtl 

2,722 

1 

273 

Bri)cus 

1,.541 

Harlioiir  Main 

9,1K9 

2.1.57 

(1,H14 

218 

— 

— 

Harbour  JIain    - 

841 

St.  Jolui's,  Kast    - 

20,77(1 

5,37(1 

11,044 

2,707 

0,52 

337 

St.  John's   - 

29,097 

West  - 

15,251 

3,174 

9,112 

2,308 

378 

219 

Ferryland   • 

3,8.53 

1(19 

5,073 

5 

5 

1 

Ferryhind     .      . 

540 

Placciitia 

12,801 

1,04,3 

10,014 

527 

13 

5 

Great  Placentia  - 

1,303 

Burin 

9,059 

1,797 

2,930 

3,845 

2 

485 

Burin   - 

2,729 

Fortune 

7.(171 

6,292 

1,S17 

120 

4 

W8 

Harl)oni-  Briton  - 

748 

BurK(>s    and    La 

Poilc. 
St.  (jleor»fe  - 

(1,471 

6,102 

138 

1,100 

4 

1 

Channel 

1,024 

«,632 

2,2.52 

3,flB6 

201 

121 

3 

St.  Gcorpo     .      - 
Battie  Harbour- 

1,112 

Labrador 

4,10(1 

1,749 

334 

004 

2 

1,307 
4,795 

281 

09,824 

72,090 

53,270 

1,440 

XVII.-Sexes,  1891. 


!!i:    (; 


't  ■> ' 


M''! 


iiiii 


Males 
Fcniales 


100,081 
97,259 


Males.      Females. 


68-70  years  of  age 

70  75 

75-80 

80  and  upwards 


1,5,1(1 

1,002 

(«t8 

.376 


XVIII.— Occupations. 


Merchants  and  traders     - 

Clerks  and  shop  assistants 

Meclianics 

Factory  operatives 

Ijunibcrcrs  ai\d  miners  - 

Fishermen    - 

Farmers    •  •  ' 

Clcrttynien   - 
Teachers   - 
Lawyers 
Doctors     - 
Uovornincnt  oKlcials 


1,486 
983 
687 
4('>8 


707 
1,94S 
2.081 
1,0.58 
1 .923 
53„502 
1,545 

I  80 
601 

4:i 

(12 
008 


XIX.-Nationality,  &c.,  1891. 


Xatives   .... 
British        .  .  .  , 

Colonies  .... 
Oilier  countries     • 

Deaf         .... 
Deaf  and  dumb     . 
Blind       .... 
CripplfMl  and  disabled  paupers  . 
Lunatics  .... 
Orphans     .  .  .  . 


XX.— Agriculture  in  1891. 


Acres,  improved  land 

„      in  pasture  - 
Wheat  and  barley 
Oats 
Hay       - 
Potatoes 
Turnips 
Horses 
Milch  cows 
Other  horned  cattle 
Sheep 
Swino 
Fowl 


-  bushels 

w 

tons 
barrels 


193..'i50 

3,049 

1,1(13 

309 

159 
1;l(l 
187 
2,485 
280 
090 


04,494 
20,524 
491 
12,900 
3(1,032 

•181,024 
00,23.5 
0.138 
10,803 
12,9.59 
00J<40 
32,011 

127,420 


I'.n.ivs 
1  ni,.-,;ii; 
ii!i,;)7i. 

io7,riMo 

202,010 


Rcforniod 
ivians. ,     Clmivli 
I  of  iitiglaiid. 


107 


487 


Town. 

Popu- 

.  lation, 

1 

lay   -     - 

1,112 

;ate 

3,585 

- 

1,020 

ta     .     . 

3,551 

- 

i    i.toi 

Bay 

1,043 

ar  - 

i      4,127 

r  Grace  - 

t),U!<i 

. 

1,5.» 

■  Stain    - 

841 

's  - 

2!MH)7 

ul     .     . 

540 

aceiitia  - 

1,303 

. 

2,720 

linton  - 

748 

- 

1,024 

arbour  • 

1,112 

281 

iic.,  1891. 


a.  1891. 


bushels 
»> 

ton.s 
barrels 


193,350 

3.049 

1,103 

3(!9 

159 

i:i<! 

187 

2,48,1 

281) 

000 


04,404 
20,,'524 
401 
12,900 
;!0,032 

481,024 
(i0,L';i-i 
(1,138 
10,803 
12,950 
(!0J<40 
32,011 

127,420 


STATISTICS. 


XXI. -Factories,  Mills,  &c.,  in  1891. 


:o3 


Nunilx'i' of  saw  mills 
„  tanneries 


breweries  and  distilleries 
iron  foundries 
bakeries 

furniture  factories 
other  factories 


53  Value  of  above  factories 
;t  „        (roods  pri«lueed 

.,  XundMir  of  euiployees    - 

4  Number  of  lobster  factories 
,  „  employees    . 

Value  of  lobster  factories      - 

2t  Number  of  eases  exported,  1800 


•     .?8i>3,S(!0 
1,209 


340 

4,807 

$179,288 

77..'>80 


XXII.— Statistics  of  the  Seal  Fishery. 


(«.)    180^. 


Winter. 


District. 

*'""    '    Seals   1 
em-     i    •^™'^  1  Value, 
ployed.,  ""«e"-  , 

Tuns 
of  Oil 
made. 

IJonavista      and 

(ireenspond. 
Trinity 

Vn. 

certain. 
370 

40 

21,120 

11,600 

1,345 



204 

109 

19 

Total 

41(! 

33,905         — 

4.')2 

SpBiNa. 


District. 


St.  .folin's    ■ 

t'oico 

Greenspond- 

Bonavista    ■ 

Trinity 

Conception  ( 

Kay         -  \ 

Fi'rryland    - 


Total 


33 
11 
6 
12 
14 


140 


,     , 

1  B_:  I 

!'-^ 

1  «  «         c 

i-i  i. 

«        X  5 

I  r 

1 
1,589    430 

17,000 

5».  6(/. 
to  12s. 

220 

400     108 

1,330 

Os.  to 
lis. 

10 

180       70 

2,000 

25 

107     120 

3,583 

5s.  M. 
to  14s. 

77 

628     152 

6,093 

5s,  M. 

83 

; 

to  12*. 

2,470    729 

40,704 

8«.I 

510 

109 

30 

1,41)4 

7,?.  9./. 

10 

to  lis. 

3,783  1,639 

72,7-4 

—         949 

(r.)    1844. 


Ports. 


St.  .lohn's 
Conception  Hay    - 
Other  Ports  of  the  Colony 


Total 


Vessels.!  Tons. 

Men, 

121          11,088 

173    i    10,031 

(H    i      4,753 

,3,775 
5,(K!5 
1,087 

,358     i    31,874 

10,527 

((/.)    1847. 


•  Schooners.  t  Shallops. 

X  Average. 


(i.)   18.S4. 


Ports. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Men. 

St.  .Tohn's 
Conception  Bay    - 
Other  Ports  of  the  Colony 

125 

218 

31 

11,020 

17,785 

2,51 1 

2,910 
4,894 

082 

Total 

374 

31,310 

8,486 

St.  .John'sand  Southward 

Harbour  (^rjieo 

Jlosquito  Bay 

Spaniards  'and  Hay 
Roberts. 

("arbonear 

Hn>us,  Cupids,  Port  de- 
Grave,  &e. 

Trinity  and  Catalina 

Xew  I'erlican  and  Hants 
Haibonr. 

Greenspond,  ic,    - 

Harbour  liritou      - 

Ia\,  Poile 

Total 


95 
49 

;       4 

9„3S3  1 
4,957 

72  ' 
334  j 

1     •'" 

'         00 

8,054 
5,950 

42 

3,901 
2,159 

13 
2 

1 

;«7 

851 

201 

47 

.30,899 



3  215 

1,4<I7 

2S 

131 

ttOO 
1,903 

1,.S«1 
740 

531 

73 
10 

10.305 


(<?.)   1853. 


St.  .John's 
Concept  ioM  l?ay    - 
Other  I'orts  of  'the  Colony 

Total 


101 
18 1 
107 


11,204  3,907 
19,235  0,904 
10,401        4,000 


.392     I   40,903  I    14,931 


(./'.)    18G7. 


Ports. 

Vessels. 

Steam.|  Sail. 

Tons.  1    Men. 

St.  John's     - 

Do.        . 
Conception  Bay     - 

Do. 
Other  Ports  of  the 
Colony. 
Do.      . 

6 
2 
2 

- 
19 



105 
42 

1,493 

2,048 

4,37 

13,347 

632 

3,558 

G85 

808 

220 

6,653 

2,042 

Total 

10 

160 

21,416 

9,4fl8 

704 


STATISTICS. 


i|: 


I: 


if  ::":. 


,'  I 


I'cirts. 


St.  .loliii's    . 

U... 
Iliirboiii'  (Inici^ 
C.irlioin'iir 
Bay  IliilHTts 

J)o. 
Brifius 
Trinity 
Catalina 

Uo. 
Oroen.spond 

iJo. 
Fojrn 

Twilliiitralo 
Tilt  Covn      - 
Buriroo 
Kosp  BliiMolio 
Clmnncl 

Do.        - 

Tolnl 


((/.")    187H. 

I       Vcssi'Im. 


.Sti'inn.    Sail. 


Tons.  1    Men. 


1:1 


12 
It 

10 
5 


3 

8 

4 
12 
1 
1 
-i 
1:1 


4,7lW 

!,(«« 

1,^*11 

l,i:).1 

707 

!JS(i 

4  IS 

7lli) 

1,3.U 

422 

l.OltS 

7M,5 

lot 
nt!) 

42 

:u 

1H7 

fi»t 
:ti;4 


3,0111) 

r»i  t 
lis,-) 
52  s 

to,') 
270 

22s 

42  1 
HIM 
211 

f)2» 

s;)o 
74 

211 
1:1 
it 

B2 
12il 

1 


01        10.014        0,2:): 


(A.)  ST.  JOHN'S. 


Years.    Vessels.    Tons.  1   Men 


Seals 
taken. 


isot 

35 

1,580 

t3il 

17,(iOO 

1805 

35 

1,.580 

■i;)o 

10,207 

1808 

22 

1,180 

200 

.32.152 

1813 

— 

— 

25,(U>0 

1814 

— 

— 

— 

22,800 

1815 

— 

— 

— 

23,0110 

1818 

— 

— 

— 

2t.735 

1810 

S2 

1,710 

515 

30,052 

1820 

— 

— 

— 

24,132  : 

1S21 

3!) 

1,008 

ft'.l 

.30,020 

1822 

— 

— 

105„')(lt 

1821 

5t 

9,874 

000 

50,038 

1S30 

02 

n.l08 

2,1185 

—       1 

i8;n 

US 

S.OM! 

2.518 

-       1 

183i 

153 

]1.4li2 

,3,21s 

— 

1833 

100 

8,iH10 

3.201 

— 

18.S4 

125 

11,081 

2,010 

— 

1835 

127 

11,200 

2.040 

— 

183l> 

]2(! 

11.125 

2.010 

— 

1837 

121 

10.018 

2.040 

— 

1838 

110 

0,3011 

2.820 

— 

1830 

7V, 

(!.4t7 

2.020 

—       1 

18  to 

72 

5.0ii2 

2,0(Kl 

— 

1841 

75 

0.1  w) 

2,0.5S 

— 

1842 

71 

5,742 

2,018 

— 

1843 

1114 

0,501 

3,000 

— 

lS4t 

121 

11,088 

.3,775 

— 

1I-4.-) 

120 

11,805 

3,805 

— 

18  m 

141 

13,105 

4,470 

— 

18t7* 

05 

0,353 

,3,215 

— 

1848 

103 

lO.OMi 

3,541 

— 

1840 

03 

0,213 

2,2(« 

— 

18.-)0 

72 

0,8  to 

2,050 

— 

1851 

02 

0,200 

3,4^0 

— 

IS.'ia 

07 

10,2,30 

3.802 

— 

1853 

101 

11,2(14 

3,007 

— 

185 1* 

8S 

0,013 

3,310 

— 

18.-5 

73 

7,404 

2,813 

— 

IKStt 

72 

7,038 

2,855 

— 

1857 

00 

7.38 1 

2,821 

— 

1,S.^8 

73 

0,1(»I 

3,514 

— 

1859 

87 

11,001 

4,010 

— 

1800 

77  [ 

10,1  lot 
3,814t 



z 

1801 

08  1 

0,212t 
8,.508: 



. 

1802 

40  { 

5,053t 
2,41t: 

~ 

— 

TlIlK 

of  Oil 
minl(,'. 


22'l 
275 
4.U 
420 


280 
305 

528 

1,(00 

707 


•  And  soiithwiu'd. 
t  Steam  Tonnage.  t  Siiil  TunnaBe. 


(i.)  CO.NCEI'TIOX  liW  AND  nARIlOl'Il 
(iUACi;. 


Yciii's.    VcssoIh.    Tons.  I   Men. 


Souls 
tiikt'ii. 


TuiiH 
of  Oil 
niudu. 


1«0l 

1-      UV 

1      25t 

\  2.170 

720 

to.rot 

510 

ISIW 

<     48* 

1,008 

573 

20.2(KI 

j    500 

i       18t 

5(KI 

172 

4,285 

(-     07* 

,3,31 1 

870 

02.480 

"J 

1808 

]      12t 

,307 

128 

7,310 

\  1,011 

I     - 

— 

t2.1l8 

isil) 

00 

3„524 

1180 

70,080 

855 

IsU 

70 

4,000 

1.207 

72.111 

— 

1S15 

08 

1,(101 

1,227 

01.008 

— 

1H17 

71 

3,s7ii 

1,217 

27.IMI1 

- 

1'<|S 

1(10 

.').l(k3 

1„-.,31 

I1X,228 

1,272 

isio 

no 

7,528 

1,100 

170,051 

2.022 

1820 

- 

— 

l.-)2,.505 

1S21 

l.-)2 

8,778 

2,.382 

201,.302 

2,1  so 

1N22 

Kit 

0, 103 

2.11.30 

20'.',  1.58 

2,320 

1S24 

108 

0,000 

2.708 

70,031 

83J 

1S33 

218 

17,7.S5 

4.H0t 

— 

— 

18;)0 

174 

14,701 

4,8  IS 

— 

— 

1810 

100 

1 1,030 

— 

— 

— 

1^41 

1.57 

12.410 

— 

— 

— 

18 12 

177 

1 1,0-.5 

— 

— 

— 

1843 

180 

1  l,s77 

— 

— 

lS4t 

173 

10.031 

.5,(105 

-- 

— 

1M5 

202 

10,071 

— 

— 

— 

18K; 

175 

l.-.,17(! 

— 

— 

— 

IS47 

101 

13.080 

— 

— 

ISlS 

148 

13.515 

— 

_-. 

— 

1810 

no 

11.705 

— 

— 

— 

18.)3 

181 

10.215 

0,001 

" 

Sciiooiioi's.  t  iSliiillops. 


;  i\ci8. 


(./.)  TRINITY. 
[W.=  Winter;  .S.^Sprinp.] 


Years.    VcsseLs. 

i 


1801 


>  s. 

lS05{^^'-i 

v'\v. 


1808 


(  ti. 


1813  {  J^'-' 
ISltji^''- 
181,, -^  J, 


1817 


W. 

(S. 
1818     S. 

1810)^^; 

lS2l[J'*^- 

1822  [j^"^'-, 
1821    S.  i 


11 

7 

0 

0 

0 

5 

5 
5 

6 

10 

0 


Tons.      Mt>n. 


(i28 
371 
3i>3 
350 

350 

.355 
105 


Seals 
taken. 


301 

007 

581 
738 


10 

1,315 

l.-)2 

0,003  1 

30 

747  ' 

81 

2.4MI 

10 

.5.478  , 

00 

O.IOS* 

— 

.3.100 

81 

4.S30 

— 

1,518 

— 

4,550 

70 

8,538  ! 

503 : 

81 

1,M3 

84 

4,133 

-- 

30,700 

03 

4.705  ■' 

--■ 

770  J 

174 

11,051  ' 



250  ; 

110 

11,711  i 

103 

4,841  ' 

Tuns 
of  Oil 
made. 


10 

85 
13 
31 
01 
05 
45 
45 
10 


0 

45 

013 

71 

0 

140 

3 

fiO 


•  520  liinili',1  at  St.  .lolm's,  fell  in  Willi  there. 

t  This  year  (1811)  the  schooner  ImlunirUmx 
Bee  "t  Trinity  liuiiit  by  Aiiierieaii  privateer  i'lko. 
The  lAtril  .\els(iii  and  the  Venus  of  Conoeption  Hay 
oaiitured  by  same  vessel. 


(/,-.)   riORRYIiAND. 


Years.  [Vessels. 


1801 

18U5 


Tons.      Men. 

Seals 
taken. 

Tung 
of  Oil 
made. 

100           30 

107     :      41) 

1 

1,101 
1,052 

10 
11 

nAiinoi'R 


•.'(i.L'IIO 

(12,IM!I 

7.:tW 

t-MIH 

7(i,listi 

7:i.lll 

(il.ddS 

27,(H)1 

ll><,'.'28 

I7!l,(l.")l 

l.-,L',.-,(|-, 

7l),il3l 


.-.10 


riiio 


]■•' 


sss 


1,272 
2,022 

•-'.ISO 
2,:t2<,l 

s;t'j 


;  iNets. 


Iff.] 


Spiila 
nken. 

1  Tuns 
of  Oil 
made. 

1,815 

10 

(i,»!i:i 

K, 

717 

:        Vi 

2.  mi 

1        •'" 

,'->,  17H 

!     (11 

(i.KiS* 

65 

.•(,100 

45 

l,s:iil 

45 

i,.-.l.s 

Hi 

4,5r.O 

n.T,:w 

rm 

ti 

l.vKi 

— 

i.i.rt 

45 

Iil,7(i0 

(!i;i 

i,7tir. 

71 

770 

0 

l,fi,'il 

140 

250 

:i 

1.711 

1,HH 

00 

villi  tl 

ore. 

!•  Jml 

ustriiivx 

)riviito 

or  J'iki: 

uiice))t 

ion  Hay 

eals 
tken. 

Tuns 
of  Oil 
made. 

l.liil  ' 

16 

1,052  1 

11 

Sl'A'riSTICS. 


(k.)    I''KRRYr.AND— ('(IM/iMKC'/. 


Vein's.    Vessels.    Tuns,  i   Mon. 


'I'liim 


Seals 


isns 
ls::t 
IM4 

1SI5 

isi.s 
isni 

IN20 
1M21 
la22 
ISiK) 


l.'.O 

52 

200 


ts 


s2 
III 


50 
20 
57 


12 


.'III 
17 


.'),,500 
1,5110 
1.0.M 
4,700 
UO 

0,50 
l,'2.'li 
1.2.0 
1  SS7 

1)20 


.'i'C 


*  Fi'll  ill  with  i(^j  ami  seals  off  St.  Fninci 

(/.)   1«).\.\V1ST.\  .AND  GREKN.SHO.N 

[\V.  =  \Viiitci';  S.  =  Spriiig.] 

Years.    Vessels.    Ton".       Men.      ,^'"il'< 

taken. 


J). 


IS 

1. 1 


.170 


587 

100 

— 

252     ' 

105 

1,'iO* 

210 

.•171 

107 

US 

;i5 

— 

150     i 

— 

1.S20     is! 
1S'21*W.j 


4 
4 

6 

6 


,58 
212 


301 


lOl! 


»7 

7<> 


11. .500  i 
5,5s.'t 
4.222 
5..'i7.S 
2,000t 

10,700 
7,711  I 

015 

4,517  ; 

20,10S   ] 

1,000 

I7,7U  ' 

,'i.los 
U,S7S 
4,01 :)  , 
7..'ilK 
24m  I 

7.7;)8 

17.770  I 
0. 127 


Tuns 
lifOil 
llliule. 

100 
1112 
120 

0.S 

.■w 

107 

121 

7 

07 

20 

1S5 

41 

i.-,;i 

45 

*i 

.s;i 
;iss 
100 


•  00  more  in  skills.         f  Tiikeii  in  nets. 

(III.)  FOGO  A\J.)  I,.\Iil{AlH)R. 
[VV.=\!iut(Ji'i  S.=Spri»g.] 


Years.    Ve.ssels.,   Toils.       Men. 


Seals 
taken. 


1804[J^- 


1.S0S 


(W. 


Us. 

ISlo  \V. 
l.sio  \Y. 
11:20    S.  . 


210 
120 


_ 

8,424 

40 

1,570 

0 

40O 

;}2 

0.50 

— 

1,100 

— 

1,'200 

— 

27,080* 

Tims 
of  Oil 
iiiaile. 


1'2S 
17 

Hi 


•  Fogo  very  few. 

in.)  ST.  JOHN'S.-  is.vj. 
Vessels  marked  •  sailed  from  oiitjiorls. 
Si'rri.vEU  UY  BitooKiMf  &  Sox. 
Vf.iscls.  MrisUrs.  Thus. 

'I'lK'ket Koekwooil ,S4 

Jleleii  Stares Slieehaii 1'20 

STAllll,   Kow,  A   IIOL-MWOOI). 


*Cliailes Ifeiisou  .. 

T.iiil.v  VoniiK (ieraii 

Swift (ieraii  .... 

Mary Kin»c 

I'liisnil KiiiKlit  ... 


101 
121 


72 
l;!5 


.'11 

i;t 


40 
41 
iiO 
■■VA 
50 


/     J).  i!72!). 


Mcltoini:  &  Kniiii, 

'''■.x.vc/.i.  M.intirn. 

Molm  .t  Maria Iteiisoii 

•I'lli/uliilh    Keiisoii 

Seollish  |,;i-s Neil 

Anna Uiilh 

(ianii't ('aliill 

Aviilon Hi  rue 


W.  Si  H.  TuoMA.s  A.  Cii. 

•Two  Krolliei'M Hopkins 

''aledoiiia lloiilahaii,  .Ir 

Coquette Hoiiliihiiii,  Sr 

"em Klisiiry 

Hai.m;,  .lullNsrciN,  ,t  To. 

Sea  Nympli I'ike 

Swifl WiMiilfonl 

'I'ritoli Keefe 

Hover A  vlward 

M.  .V.  Fleiiiinjc Kearney 

.Jolianna ...  <ioss. . ." 

S|iarl:iii    Ciilleii 

K'lirle I'ike 

Hero I'ike 


HOlirKI.KllA.NK   It    A>rilnNV. 

•I'rosiiei'il.v lirieii 

H chi Martin 

t"re,,lo Sliiiinlon 


\V.  lii)|)i.;\-  A  t'o. 

Telci^rapli  Sl>ei.liaii 

I'isealor ..n'ev 


1!.  .'.Lsoi-  .V  Co. 

Kiilpress K  .niieilv 

Ajax C.ri'W  ." 

Friends UiilT 

Holpliin (Joss 

Miii'Kttiet  .Mealey 

Urol  hers Ryan 

K.  M.  D.Ml.i Nurse 

•Iliiiiiionv Hncn 

•Active Hri  II 


I,.  O'HlUKN    i   (" 

Knit'iiloeli lini'ki^ 

Nonii;il I,.viieli 

St,  Mai'ttiinl I'llziferald  .. 

Sliiiiiiroek French 

AVestern  Tradi  r I'ower 


J.   &    W.  Sl'KWAltT. 

Kirlland Lynch 

Ohedahnelo ('iije 

Re.solnliun I'horan 

Joli  iiltoTUKHS  \  Co 

Sarah Wliitn 

l>eliiiont Asliinaii 

Miu'itaiel Cnnmiiiis 


MO 

.s.'i 

122 


125 
122 
101 


T.  Haikon, 
.   Halerii 


Emily  Tjiiin 

HlXTKKS  Jt  Co 

Kllcn .   Ilally 

Escape (,'iiiniiiiiis  .. . 

Howard  Prim  rose. .  Walsh 


MrniiE  i,  Co. 

\yilliiini Witliycomhe. 

tola Jackni.in  .... 

.M.  O'HWYKK 

('lil>pcr (ieariii 

Lovely  Mary Si Ivey 

I'llizalietli Silvcy 


Wii.siix  &  Mkvm:i,i.. 
I'luida .Monnlain 

K.  k  X.  Staub. 

Maria  Grace    Mia'ry 

FiiV(a'ite  I/iss Rliocies 

Sisteis Clialc 

Georgiiia JJulltr 


V     V 


7(1.1 


/'/H,t. 

.>/.». 

70 

.'i5 

H[ 

.■|5 

IW 

15 

lliJI 
.51 

15 

5ll 
21 
21 

111 

40 

III 

4.' 

151 

5li 

•H 

27 

|M7 

Oli 

mr 

45 

til 

III 

,s,s 

Ml 

151 

.511 

47 

57 

.10 

55 

20 

lOli 

10 

,Sl 

:iii 

121 

41 

110 

•IS 

I.V. 

15 

120 

•15 

l.'ili 

41 

120 

15 

00 

.'ll 

10.'i 

.'15 

70 

;i2 

07 

:iii 

H5 

;i.'i 

70 

.'III 

llJi 

45 

114 

III 

OS 

10 

11.'! 

45 

Ill 

'l:i 

42 

;i5 

'to 


50 
,50 
00 


!H1 

35 

no 

ll 

00 

.15 

no 

10 

120 

•i:i 

1.12 

45 

l.'i5 

4;i 

117 

•10 

,12 


19 

511 

17 

•Hi 

70 

,10 

07 

;j« 

r 


Tor, 


S'lAl'ISTK  S. 


i!  '     '    '   t 


iM  •: 


.!    i 


■:  '-,1 


U'.' 


m 


i4    -i;:i 


Sr 


W       h 


Ins 

IllllllCt'. 


.1.  II.  IUbnks  Jt  Co. 

^fllsfl^r.^.  'I'lins. 

Kni'.'lil  Ik't 

Diivis ii;i 


I).  Stkki.k. 

Cliitnipion Miill'nvni'.v 

Aim  ('iillK'iiiU'  Kcmifli 

Mniinii'. 

Iliirtfdid IiK'kirmii 

liiiceii  Victcjiiji  ....   Mullowiu'.v 

I'.  RdiiKiisov  A  So.y. 

Olenara (iniliiim 

UridKewatcT KMij;ht 

r.    MltK.NNAN. 

Miiry O'l'uiiiior 

\Vm.  M.  lir.vhi:. 
( 'lirist iiiiia Ilouliiliiin 


115 


7(1 


7u 


!W 


lIoU.VSKr.L,  SCKK.VK.  A    IIOt'NSKf.L. 

Vostii Kiirscll lU 

Ori'slcs K.vau l.-)l 

.Sea  Flowui- I'lviich Vl\ 

•liiiK I'nor mil 

(Jciirsre I.iiiiii'K;ir xi 

Ami Mcljiii!L,-hli!i ii.'i 

Billow tdiiicifcud (!() 

C.  V.  HKN.Nicrr. 

Slipci'ioi' ImHIU'IIIIX 1L'J 

A'.'livo I'ikc .-,1 

.Arivw  &  M'Kknzii:. 

Clarn I'owfr I7t 

Twetd ,Sli(ii '.It 

UoWBIXf!  Hrotkehs. 

Lena. I'l'cimii 1-17 

Kf(?iim Fosti'i- l:)7 

llt'lfii No>!'\vciitli.v 70 

.1.  }l.  \Vaki!i;n. 
ClKife KiO 


\Yi 


J.   liAItHKV. 

Diisli CiMiilmii.. 

.Visiliis L'ody 

Ac'diii \Viii>li 

ImiIicIIu ('(KtcUii  ... 


liWl 

IJl 

Ml) 

71! 

Jami's liuriMi!f;Uiii i'J 

Cl.IPT,  AVoolt,  .t  Co. 

^Foriiiii;:  Star Wood 10 

J.  CiSACK  .V  Sons. 

Star Kcdily US 


117  Vessels. 


(«.)  ST.  JOHN'S.  -IS.-.,-.. 
Sri'Pi.iKi)  liv  RjDOK'MI,  Son  &  Co. 
I>.?*(7.i-.                       Mcisterf.  Tiin». 

•Packet Uoekwdod .s2 

W.  &  H.  TlloMA.s. 

•AlKilld Ilo|ikiiis i:ia 

•.Vative Iliipkiiis H7 

Caledmiia Uoiilahan lut 

liii.i.KV,  ;>[iT<iii:i,t,. 

•  Avalo  1 Audivws   

IIOCNSKLI,  &  e'o. 

•Sendower I'erry 

Wyoming Kelly 

.Iiiiio I'lior 

(ieurge... Slaik 

HKOCKLEUANK  k  .\NTHONV. 

•  Frosperity IJrien 54 

.Vetive Brieii 

Harmony Brieii 


Mill. 

■IS 

.til 


4S 
111 


S4 
lit 


I.-. 

.•ts 


4-1 
45 

4,-. 

40 
35 
30 
;u 


till 


4H 
45 
liO 


52 
42 
35 
HO 
l(i 


is 


iii.-j.ii;   .-i.sia 


Mill. 

35 


48 


20 


123 

45 

127 

37 

10 

38 

80 

30 

54 

35 

7li 

34 

85 

35 

liAlNK,  .loll>sroN,  ,V  Co. 

Vis.srI.i.  Mdn/rrs.  'i 

(tin tar Dull 

MaiTKie (iosse 

Iliiillier (Jiwse 

Sw  ill Woodford 

Triton Silvi'V 

Ilover Ilinnilinry 

JoH  Hrotiikbs  &  Co. 
....  Ciiiiiniin<i 


Murjfaret  . 
K  van  tiles  . 
Sarah  ,,, ., 


Widio 
llri 


"/If.  . 

Mr.. 

121) 

IS 

113 

45 

150 

511 

lOII 

45 

114 

38 

88 

Ihi 

IIU 

51 

147 

65- 

12i 

50 

HooMnrr. 

Freiieh 

O'Bkikx  &  Co. 


Howard  I'rininwe. 
L. 

KiniraliH'h Miitler 

Held Colbert 

Sliaiiiroek Kreiieli 

Iris Keefi' 

Naney Moure 

1'.  RoiiKiisoK  Si  Son. 

.Tesslo (inihain 

Francis  Patrick  ....   Hiiwley 

Hmiron,  FllASKll,  A  Co. 

Swift Coady 

Niiiiroil Uarrini?ton 

James .Miilloy 

UowuiMi   Hkotiikhs. 

Ann I.vncli 

Fanny  llloomer    ...  Sllvcy 

li'ixana Jackinan 

Mary I.aey 

Lena Feelian 

Swallow Ciliiidon 

McBride  .V:  KUHH. 

Scottish  Lass Sheelian 

Hope Seott 

(jaimett Caliill 

(ioonninfiE  &  Keli.iorhw. 
Lioness Jaekmnn 

HUMKRS   &  Co. 

St.  Fillan .Mull  iwney 

K'ieape Cnnimins' 

Jas|ier JIally 

It.  .Vt.sor  &  Co. 

Dolphin Hinds 

jraixarct Mealey 

Hrot  hers Kvan 

Friends N'eale 

1)  .ve Rvan 

John  and  Maria  ....  Carow 

SrAiiH,  How,  &  Co. 

Emily  Tolilii Scanlan 

Charles Oeimiii  

Mary Kiiii; 

I'aiida Kliiif 

I'lii'sint Knight 

P.  X  I-.  T 

( 'adnins Shea . 

Free  Tnidir Cottar 

i;.  M.  Dcdd Nnrse 

Helen  Stares Chafe 

Inited  Brotlii'rs  ...  Scott 

Spartan lieiUly 

MUDOE  &  Co. 
Gazelle Kennedy. 


01 

143 
100 
U3 
117 


1.51 
lU 


105 
100 
40 


110 
142 
131 
7l! 
U7 
124 


142 
(>3 
51 


SI3 


Ifift 
IDS 
60 


7!) 
105 
70 

!I0 
IIS 
7i! 


85 
102 


ssllMt. 


Jackman  . . . 
EWKX  Stauii. 

. .   Rhodes 

..  Chafe 

Hickev 


Cera  . . 

Three  Sisters 

Sisters  

.^largaret  ... 

Favourite  Lass Bursell  , 

L.  Macassey. 
Juno Bolan 

J.  &  W.  Stewart. 

Kirtland Lynch 

(.'liedabucto Cole 


112 


li!0 

83 


40 
60 
to 
30 


65 
46 


42 
10 


40 
45 

4S 
35 
50 

4S 

45 

25 
lU 

30 


50 
,50 
30 


33 
3:1 
32 
.■!0 
41 
34 


72 

31 

13U 

45 

101 

35 

(il 

23 

77 

20 

l-'lt 

Hi 

73 

35 

114 

23 

102 

40 

1112 

41 

105 

45 

79 

37 

00 

27 

132 

45 

40 

40 
33 


N,   \   Cd, 

7!'Ht.  m.K. 

I2I»  IH 

m       v, 

mil       r,« 

loll  4.1 

»•»  MN 

y 88  IMt 

&  Co. 

un       r,i 

117  6.V 

lil  51) 

ill  iV> 

.  Vci. 

IW  .M) 

IIIO  K) 

in       5ii 

117  K 

li  MO 

Sox. 

l.n  65 

Ill  46 

,  A  Co. 

lO.-)  42 

1 lOO  10 

10  -li 

MKHM. 

110  Kl 

Ui  .15 

131  .VS 

71)  .15 

117  .Ml 

121  4S 

KKTi. 

112  45 

<i;j  •>:, 

51  111 

I.KiRliW. 

il3         3o 

'o. 

IfiO  .w 

llti  M 

60  31) 

'ii. 

7!l  X\ 

105  .1:1 

70        ;m 

■  !MI  .'iO 

•■•.  lis  41 

7i!  m 

fo. 

85  Hi 

loi       w: 

72        ;n 

7(i  2il 

13U  45 

H. 

101  35 

01  i.'J 

77  L'(i 

!-'!•  to 

73  35 

<it  23 

102  40 

1112  41 

105  45 

79  ,17 

«()  27 

132  45 

113  40 

;T. 

100  to 

83  35 


srA'i'i.s'iics. 


W.  W.  I.p,  Mt>..i  ran;, 
y<.i.ii!s.  M.i\f,i:s. 

"'Ill Hiiilv 

Jii'iliiiiiiiii .Muri'.v 


1114 
i»t 


73  W'UKvh. 


7,1(14 


(/'.)  ST.  .JOHN'S,     1,'soi. 
Si  i'iT.ii:ii  iiY  l!.\i,\K,  JoiiNSKiy, 
f'tuseln. 

/iinilicsi 

QlillMtfo 

MiiKnii?  McXcil 

•^'I'l'l Miii'tiii. 

Hllliicliivii Kccfr 

(iilitiir lliitT  . 

MlOCt-'il' (idssf  , 


&  Oo, 
Totia. 

.  mil 
.  iiifi 

iMrmrs 173 

13,-. 
US 
113 
113 


Mdxfi )'.«. 

(fOSSt*.  ,  .  . 

Ki'(f.',,(r. 
(■ 


ISowiiiMi  llnoriii:i!s. 

roiil('.<t liiii.ii .ws 

<i.  .M.  .liitiMsiiii I. viicli  ...]...]..'  \:7 

\\  Ml.  Sliiiis Wiilsh Ill 

''"""iiii (•ickiimn 134 

Hiiiiihow Wnndfd.d ]..7 

l''iiiiii,v  liliK.iiifr  ....  Sihcv 1  »ii 

J'^iiiiim Udlitil.s ['.  «) 

Sr.vuii,  Ui>\v,  &  Hor.MWuiiii. 

liivinjtatone Hiilcni 174 

Artliiir  Lfiir.v <iiilisliue 174 

•''■■:"'i''' <«'iii'iiii i.'^t 

Pniiia  Domm IlcliuifV i->5 

Siinili  (lni(<' .Silvi.y  "  ■'■<-, 

SciillishCliiff UhiU'....!  !!'...'.;', ;  "ili; 

Ml  Hi! I  UK  ^  Ki:iti!, 

'''"•iiiiiipli I'li'liaii L'liS 

Sonnra (Uindoii 'H,s 

Rover's  Hridi- lUmdcs i.-,|, 

•Vfto t'li.stcr '  131 

Jenny  Liiid I'ower 4s 

TlI(iM.\S  &    KiCKl.NSO.N. 

Henry  Thomas Houlnlmn his 

•St.  Killan Aide U7 

l>»»h Snook 1(H) 

Sweet  Hi):;,e Taylor 81 

Bko(ikin((,  Sox,  A:  Co. 

Peprloss Aiidn 

OeoiKc  William  ....  SI.eilmi 


•Hope 
Uosiilie  .. 


Dnnibiirton  ... 

Flora  

Hnntei 

•.faine.s  Heniy 

Isabella 

Sea  mew 

Jane. 


.. .   Kiiekwood  . . . . 
Slieeimn 

J.  &  \y.  Stewart. 

Colo 

<'iillalian 

I'ike 

IlryiiMt 

R.  Ai.sop  k  Co. 

R.van 

.. ..   Jloiire 

. . .   (i;i,sse 


178 
141 
l.'iO 
loo 


Friends Walsh  . . 


J. 


Christian. 

Torer 


KWAXAcill. 

Malone 

I.ynih  .. 


1!'7 
171 


^ '^» '    i.,\iieri 171 

Dollilnn .Miilone 7t 

1*.  Koi,i;i!sox  &  Son. 

?"»'? IVicey ur, 

Jessie I'eicev i4-> 

Orion Kni^l'it  no 

Cmft,  Wood,  i  Co. 

Naiad Colbert i.-,3 

Comet Fliiin ,'  \in 

U'lsh Aingworth m 

GoODBIDtiiJ  &   KELLIQBEW. 

Reindeer .Me(  arlhy 1,(7 

'                                   Jiieknian U') 

liiiidhhaw 1)3 

M'Laiohlix. 

Jri-anjjhliii 173 

M'l.anfihliii  ijs 


Ma)f>cip. . 
Lioness  . 


Kleanor  J.  Davis  . . 
Wyoming 


M,„. 

10 

:;o 
2.M;; 


Mr,,. 

s.-, 


70 
55 

05 
f.5 

nt 

.10 


00 


.)0 

51 
3(i 


70 
00 
."jO 
24 


111 

50 

120 

42 

114 

5t 

80 

30 

00 
n.'i 


ito 

55 

135 

57 

lot 

4.-, 

HO 

30 

00 
00 
40 


00 
05 
40 


50 
50 
30 


4^ 


I  '  .S.St  l.s. 


7ti7 
.Ion  liiioiMiiis  .V  Ci.. 

M11.S/1  i:s.  7',,„.v,   .)/,„. 


•^'"ford  CiiiiiDiins 1,0 

Sophia   |(r|,.|i i.ji 

I..  O'HitrKN. 

■\irow I'lViieli '(!)) 

Mollyhi,ek Ilniijaliari 152 

I'.  \  \,.  TKs.sii:n. 

J!"Wi';<'l, Mi.ekay i;io 

'laiy  Hell Dny  j.jj 

K,  WitiTi:. 

I'^vanthes White nji 

■"^il'Mll Hlldsnll li),l 

H.  W.  Ituiiiov. 

^»,'''<   C>  lluliaii 105 

•'■It (oy 7!l 

!M.   Wooiiloltii. 
•Sl;rliii)f  Clippei- ...   Wondford ipj 

A.  (JliAIIAM. 

'"iiiii'e (iniliam 112 

K.  .MlI.KA  i  Sons. 
.ViKhtiiiKaie Miillow)iey i.jo 

Sri'i'iiKN  AIahcii. 

*'|""<:iii' Mareli i:iii 

riruoE  &  Co. 

<'«'i'lle Kennedy 113 

A.  (ioomtiPffU  Jt  S,)ss. 
^I'li'.v (ioodridKe 118 

1'.    lillKNNAN. 

MaidufKrin  Uiif ir,n 

W.  lloUNiiCM.  ,V;  Co. 
''»"" I'rior 11,0 


k,-, 
31) 


is 
50 

,50 

.'lO 

40 


■3  Vi'ssels. 


11,721)   3,S30 


IV'.v.sv7.v. 
Aretie  s.s.. . 
riictis  S.S.. . 
.Vurora  s.s.  . 


('/•)   sr.  JdHN'S.-lssl. 
Sii  ii.iKU  iiT  W.  Stki'udn  i  Co. 

Ti„is. 


Mtistfi'.s. 

..   Malsh 

. .   I  'awe 

. .  F.'iirweatiier  . . 


1).  S.  .It  W.  FisitlNnCo 

I'^r|uiniii\ix  s.s IJIandfurd 

Kesoliili'  s.s laoknian 

Narwhal  s.s Dawe 

,loU  llROTItEliH  i  Co. 

Xeptnne  s.s White 

Hector  s.s M'hite 


I'l'otrus  s.s. 
Ranger  s.s.  , 


.1.  ,t  W.  Stkwakt. 

....  I'ike 

. . . .  Delaney 


402 

380 


450 
424 
302 


*iS 
200 


407 
35.3 


:!,-,3 


W.  Gribvi   s  ''(.. 
Wolf  s.s Smit  ; 

KAI.NI',  JoiINsloN,  \  Co. 

Panther  s.s Uartlelt 210 

M.  TOBIN. 

Oban Ashbnrn 12I) 

I",  k  L.  TE,saiER. 
New  Havelock St.  John 112 

Any  GooDuinaE  &  .Soss. 
New  .Mary Sullivan .50 

15  Vessels.  5,110    3 

Foil  details  about  the  sealiiifr  steamers  will 
found  in  .Mi-.  Chafe's  book  on  the  subject. 


310 
325 
205 


2!I5 
275 
270 


.'i2S 
220 


22.i 
222 

•J37 

105 

on 

05 


,327 
be 


V  V  2 


708 


SIA  TISTK  S, 


■  M' 


!■.( 


v'y 


lU  ^m''' 


(r.)  RARH(M'R  (MIACD.-lsdl. 

SurPl.lKI)  IIV  I'l'MdN  i  MlTNN. 

r<  umlii.  St'i'li  I'D.  Tiiim. 

Ciiioliiio \vi'i'.v l.'ll' 

l-ln.v   Ilriii(> U.'i 

Ii)ii» Iliiiimliiui I'll 


liuMh Siiiiirt. 

Curlew O'.N'rill  ... 

(iciii Ori'cii 

J  urn Siirlurovo  . 

Alfridii I'ikc 

KclipNe Sliiyli'H  — 

I'liidn  I'lirsniis. .. 

'I'linishor Slrii|i|> . 


intl 
ItlH 

\V\ 
\K> 
\\\ 


I'liilcd  llnitlirrH  ...    lil/ifiTiild Il!ti 

Miiriii Kii'lo l.'ll 

Kli/Jil«!th  .MiirKiirt'l    I'luvcr los 

Kinily licniii'ssc.v 112 

Mary Newell Ili7 

i'ciiKiiiii I'iirmins 100 

ShaniMii Kray \»i 

liiiie  k  Mary I'arsons 101 

•  Ivslelli' Hciincbiiry 170 

•True  Frimitl Antic loil 

•(Jl.iiene (i.  Tiiylor I'l.'l 

'S.iiierb Scil.  Taylor lo'.l 

•Uriile lioli.  Taylor i:U 

•Kiiilly  Toliiii Hrovvn I'o 

KiDI.HY  &  rtclNH. 

Jane Spully l^t' 

Isabella  Kiilley Tlioniey  mi 

l.ilida Uellsoii lil 

Klizabetli  &  Willi:iiii  Stelilieiison i;U 

rnion I'ike IIW 

Wiivi I'ike 110 

Wdliani Costello IW 

Uosilia Alcoek !i!5 

(Jlido I'lmiplirey I2H 

ArUK FilzKcrald 11 4 

Avaloii deary VM 

Hlizahetli  Jane Kyan i;il 

l.ordClydo I'lnnplirey I.tir 

Alabnina Heater HH 

I'r  nee  Kdward  . . . .   llaniiltoii 1  to 

Term  Nova I'iko I'Jo 

Harriet  Ridley loyi'i' I;il 

•Medoni Miirpliy \W 

•\dainant Miirnliy I2H 

•I'riio  Uluo Hopkins \T>t 

•Marv 77 

•Melrose I'ike ina 

•  Rob  Artluir Davis 12!t 

\V.  DoNMiLr.v  \  Co. 

ClianlieliK'r Stapletun 1.17 

Tiriiio Varrel l:io 

lleela Davis 117 

|{(;e Thompson IWi 

RlTllKni'OUD  linos. 

Coniinissary Noel 1  LT 

Sir.l.(i.Li'Marehant  Vise IIH 

Rrolhers Noel 101 

jr.  r'Ausdxs. 

Clirisfiaiia Davis 1 1'i 


l.iinrel 


1).  (illKKN. 

(ireen 


I.^;l 


(s.)  HARHOTR  GRACK.-lSsl. 

SUPPIIELI   IIY  .1.   MlJNN   &   Co. 

Vi'sselt.  Masters.  Tims. 

Confoderatn (Jrei  ne 171 

Isabella  Ridley  ....  Tlioiney 151 

Rescue l''it/)feraUi 1 17 

Sisters Sheppard 11.3 

Consort I'arsons !»fi 

Sni'ezer Hennessey lL'8 

Matilda llanniliun Ill 

Creole I'ike 140 

(Commodore ll.Tliomey '2!Ki 

Mnstitr (fosse 215 

Iceland Wilcrx 2-!» 


Hi 
mi 
r>o 

(Ml 
00 
00 
BH 
V> 
f)'. 

no 
.'ifl 
I,-. 

42 
fiO 
42 

SO 

42 

a.'. 

40 

00 
fl.'i 

M 

■18 

no 
;io 

4n 
tin 

HI 
41 

no 
nt 

.lO 

no 
no 

4(1 

nn 
no 
n.'i 

nil 

M 
.Vi 

00 

no 
no 
no 
no 

40 


no 

•IS 

III 

41 


00 

4n 


ii:i 


Mill. 
nn 

00 

7n 

70 
110 

tin 

■50 

00 
220 
ISO 
20(1 


|S,S4       117.'. 


IIKItiljS.     IS17. 


ViHSrls. 

.Mary 

I.aily  Ann 

Meof  Skye 

Isnae  and  Kli/.ilietli 
Jane  Halryniple,. , . 

Hillott 

i;Miress 

(lleiiralloch 

lid.,. 

lOlizalielli 

John  and  Maria 

I'earl 

Isabella 

Norval 

Newfoiinillander. . . 

Kellpse 

I'linilv 

Holla  

Nlinrod 

Theresa 

.Sarah 

Hound 

Jani'  Isabella 

Willow 

Sisters 

Hrolhers 

Miiiy 

.lane 

Wjii.l 

•  ileaner 

•  Jem 

I'rovidenee 

Five  Krotbers 

Klleii 

Hieklcy 

Hare 

I'ni.'orn 

l.hJy  Norman 

\>  mpli 

Ann 

Rake 

Margaret  Kllen  . ... 

Montezuma 

.ViitlKonisli 

.lames  (lift 

Charlotlo 

Charles 

Isabella 

Falcon 

Jane 

.lohn  Alexander 

Sanili  Jane 

(trestes  

Rose 

Terra  Nova 

S|iee(hvell 

Siranirer 

Herald 

Hiunetla 

Isabella 

Racer 

Four  lirotlicrs 

Jlary  

Swift 

A  rito 

New  Packet 


M.is/rrs. 

Wdcox 

Fnn.h  .... 

Iledilison.. 

liiehards. ,. 
I'elaney  . .. 
I'llZKcrald  . 
Whelan.... 

llnwe 

I'lnnrey . ., . 

Smart 

Iliirke 

AiKlrews... 
AnilieWN. . . 
Sheppard  .. 
Mercer  . .. . 
Ilelinev  ... 

Walsh 

Ilnrki' 

Rabbits..  . 
Walker.... 
Hiitlett  ... 
Wh,  Ian.... 

Taylor 

I.e  Drew... 

Clarke 

Il;irlletl.... 
I  l.rtletl.... 
MuMilen  . .. 
Ilirtlett.... 

Wilcoi 

Miinden  . . . 

Antie 

Antle 

(liisliiie  . ... 

I'c.iniy 

Da  we 

I.e  Drew  . .. 
Norman  . . . 
.Norman  . . . 
SIrantfC  . . . . 

Hatlen 

.Norman 

llrown 

Russel 

Dolaiiey. ... 

Rnssel 

Ricbarils. . . 

iMerccr 

Whelan  .... 

Curtis 

Roberts.... 
.M linden  ... 

Nurse 

Norman... . 

Percy  

Spracklin  . . 

Rabbits 

l{ol>erts.... 

Wells 

Spracklin  . . 

Smith 

Miinden  .. . 

Wells 

I!|irk<. 

^\'oodf^^rd . . 
Woodford .. 


Tims.  }tiii. 


71 

N2 

.lit 

IIM) 
InO 
111 
IIKI 

H7 

Hn 

1211 

T 

II 
11. 

Nit 

117 
102 

H2 
72 

i;o 

01 

Ml 

i:(o 
ill 

ItH 

107 

IIKI 

11. 'I 

100 

104 

12:1 

ll,'< 

7.-1 

04 

H2 

till 

MO 

102 

71 
II 


Nil 

no 

7N 
N4 
70 
01 

na 
no 

NN 
02 

Ilia 
100 
so 
77 
IIKI 
SO 

Nl 

Ma 

OS 


70 
00 

H2 
73 


2«> 
ao 
20 
»o 

40 
40 

a? 
at 
a2 
an 
•ti 


an 
a.'i 

40 
Kl 

at 
ai 
ao 
at 

40 

40 

ao 
a7 
ai 
an 
ail 
aa 
a7 
an 

.■14 

ai 

a7 
ai 
an 
aa 
an 

■12 

7 


an 
a4 

28 
2» 
28 
22 

ao 

22 

aa 

a7 
an 
.an 
27 

ao 
as 
an 

28 
20 

aa 
!ta 
20 

92 

ai 


it.)  HRKiUS.— hSSl. 

Sl.l'I'l.tKI)   IIY  (idODFKLLOW  &  Co. 

Vis.li Is.                      Mii.tfcrs.                   Tons.  Men. 
AVilliam AVhelan 141         75 


J.  .Minn  &  Co. 
Atlanta AVhelan 


113 


OS 


Mary 


I".  Hrrr.KB. 
. .   Fowler.... 


S  Vessels. 


IW 


IH17. 

'■•«■                  Tuns.  Mill. 

1 71  •.'!>> 

Ii Wl  ;(ii 

^"11 .W  •.'» 

•lit liHt  ;»() 

',v inn  40 

i'il<l I U  40 

'1 ion  ;i7 

m  ;ii 

y N5  ,'12 

1211  «n 

T  'U 

ivH ^ 

VN II 

ii'd 11.  :tii 

• «i  ;« 

'.V 117  40 

10-2  .«( 

x-i  31 

J*-.   72  81 

>' 1.0  \V\ 

tt Ill  ;u 

ri Ml  40 

I.to  10 

'VI IHl  ;io 

!W  !17 

t 107  ;u 

t iijo  m 

II ua  311 

t 100  Xi 

lOi  37 

" 123  35 

113  .'H 

75  31 

' ill  37 

H2  31 

iMI  33 

w Nil  33 

0 102  35 

II NH  32 

> 71  7 

11 

1 s 

Nli  35 

ilO  31 

7N  2H 

Is ,S4  2!) 

7(i  2S 

(il  22 

03  30 

i !Hi  22 

' HH  33 

!"2  37 

1 103  35 

lOB  35 

111 SO  27 

1 77  30 

i 1(K)  3S 

SI)  30 

111 HI  2H 

H3  20 

1 OS  ;i3 

7(i  33 

•  • 00  20 

I'll S2  32 

I'll 73  31 

— ISSl. 
FKLLOW  &   To. 

Tons.  Men. 
Ill  75 

t  Co. 

Its  05 

K. 

37  25 

\^C!.SL>ls.          321  105 


.STATISTICS. 


im 


(H.I  ■i'UIMI'V.-lMt?. 
Sipi'i.inK  iiv  Km,  I  iMiis  ,ii'  H,  Hr.Ann. 

y<-»iuli-                    M'tiiiii-H.  Tiiim.  At,, I. 

•'iiwliiic J.  Itwvcr NO         31 

•'"TOllli    <.'.S,  ['1(1,1 |..>.-,  ,1, 

lt\IM-:.   .I.PllNSIciv.  it   Ci). 

J/r'Ti H.l'iili'niiii 

.Mlllltllli'l  .|;ini' ].  Cii'i.iiiiiii 

ItolllNriOV,    HliiMiKINH,   &  Ci). 

'■'"'■'•Ill' S.  Ciockri' rjH  .'1(1 

"•■ii't I.  .Morris U7         .'ts 

I').  V'ERflK. 

Tlioiuas.t  i;ii/nli(ili  <;.  Alnswdrth 

Ilr.VTKHS  .t  Co. 

SI.  .lollMt   l.lltS K.    Kllllllll , 


'.Ml 
103 


.III 


riKNNIK.  Sir  \RT.  &   Co. 

■AliMiiiili'i' \.  (iriiliiiiii HI 

J.    III)!  (ll.AS  .t  Co. 

■W'live J.  Aiiiswi  rlh... 


70 


.\r)H)... 
A'lctdry 


.1.  Tdiiiv  ti  C(i. 

. .  (i.  Clirisliiiii 02 


.r.  .t  .1.  Ki;nt. 

<i.  Kix Hi 

WM.   .StoNKMA  V. 

Tiiiitw L.  Cliristian 72 


30 
3S 
31 
■Jt 
30 
21) 
31 


(r)  CAT.VLI.N.\.-lsl7. 

.SUI'PI.IHD   IIY    KXKflrroUS  OF    II.   .Sr.tDK. 

Vfuselg.  M(inl,-rs.                   Tdiis.  M,,i. 

Thiimns Rohrrl  Hmiso 117  3ii 

Anna Tln.s.  Wi'ils t!7  27 

•'"'"•pli .7iisc|ili  Cliii'k JO  10 

.(as.   To  III  N  lit  Co. 

I'Uiziilielh Miirliii  Siiiurt 12(!  41 

Kliziilw'tli Iiwcpli  MiiMiifl  ....  SI  30 

CoiiilicrliiiKi Sliclil.  Siuiirt 51  20 

I'lT.VTON  &  IFUNN. 

./aiu' .Tiis.  DiiUcii si         27 

KliOAIl   .Sill!  I, I  Ml. 

lli'ljc (ifo.  I'liiiicrv 


.■^fcIturDp;  Hi  Ivuiiit. 
Kifoi III Jos.  iMilllfTi 

lUl.NE,  Joii.v.sTox,  k  Co. 
I'lioker J  no.  Jlnrtin 

.I.NO.   DiAMo.VD. 

Hopi' fdlm  Diiinioiul 

.los.   SlIHAHS, 

Trimbiidour Sninl.  Milllcii 

\Vm.  Waiuikn.  .Tli. 
Ciitiiliiin ,Iii(i.  li.iislcy 

I'" hi; in: HICK  IIiscock. 
Sisli'Ls I'n  ilcrick  IIiscock  . 

W.M.  Nouma.v,  Sit. 
Victory \Vm.  Norinnii.  jr.  . . 

Wm.  W'Ar.sii. 
Amity Win.  Walsh 

Rk.n.mi:,  STi'Alir,  A-  Co. 

Po.st  Hoy Ja.s.  Hriiic 

Dartforil 

JoH.  SllKARS. 

Hibernia Wni.  Cloulcr 


SI 


S2 
l'>3 


2S 


32 
•21 


.  T.  .Jackiiiau 70 

. .     Sti 


(10 

•20 

511 

21 

10 

i3 

S2 

31 

■It! 
70 

23 

S2 

23 


lie.)   .\i;\V   I'KIU.H  AN, -1»17. 

Ml  ITIIKI)  IIV  W.  A   It.  TnoM*H  .t  C... 

i'lii'li.                      .Vimlim.                  Tiiim.  Mm. 

Ili'iiry Wiiircn   Mil  :tl 

^allvc  Hopkins HI  35 

iMayllowpr    Ilcnsoii  no  (3 

Cliarlcx Ilopkilu los  311 

Cali'iloiiiii lloiilaliiiii Ii;i  12 

\\.  \V.  Ili:\iisi  rii  \  Co. 

"litiiii'iia   K'X'kuoiiil H7  35 

\it'loria  Hiiiioii  m  31 


I.<ali. 
Hart. 


J.  .t  \V.  Siiiwuir. 
Nh.Ml    


Ckahi.ks  .McCahtiiy. 
(ill'I'll 


77 

Hi 


Joii  IliiiirirKRs  &  Co. 

'"I'osiiili'r I'iiliimii Ill 

Kiiiiillslirr   .Munli s| 

lil>  IIAIIII    fioWI.KY. 

.Native  l.ass Wiilsli 

Mary  I''iiriiriiii\    .... 


117 
11,'j 


.■12 
,'!5 


3M 
■tt 


.17 
3') 


lllMKlls   \    Co. 

•Saiiily  Kcvv 


(,!•.)   HANTS  llAltliOl  K.-1S17. 

HUl'I'I.IKIl    IIY    KXKCI   rolls  III-    K.   .Sl.AllK. 

Vi:s.i,l.s.  .M,.\-/,rs.  7','ii.i.  Jl'ii. 

ItoiiiTi    iMil  .Imni'S  .   Ill  inly 

'I'liinii      1111(1  Surah  .  (irrci'i 

Joli   linos.  &  Co. 

■\fi-'liaii Miirch    

I''ii'il"rick    Miir.h 

Mary \Vill,(,cKs 

.\ArilANU:i.   Ndli.MA.N. 

I  .iiliiin  Cliii'l' .N'oriiiaii 

Stki'iik.n  Kk.ndei.!.  &  Co. 
Cliarli'S Cox   


Hll 

27 
37 

05 

Ml 
"I 

40 

2S 
2S 

120 

30 

«5 

31. 

lllNTKUS   &,   Co. 
Daniel  O'CoiiKcU.. .    Hiiiiidoii    '.H 


Try  on 


KoliKlfT  At.sop  &  C( 
\eill 


SI 


SlIHA   \    .MlKl'llV. 
.loliii  1111(1  Uiiehel  ..  HdlLson 03 


40 


(.(/.)  Till'  followiiiiris  a  l.iai  of  Skalkhs  reported 
to  (laic.  1SIJ2. 


l'es/iil.i.  M:i.sf, 

Kli/.i W'inser  . . 


.S'«)//)//i'('.v. 
.   niiine,    .lohnstoi. 
.V  Cu. 

k  seluid Dawe 

ItoMiim  ..    Iiiekiiiaii li  iwiiiii; Hrotlieis. 

(i.  .M..Ioliii.st<iii.  Lvneli 

Wni.  St;iirs W'el.sh 

Jessie  llniwn  . .    .Norman 

Kiiiily  Tubin...   White I'niiton  \  Jli'.rni. 

Christina I'lirsmis 

Jiirii Siiclurove 

i;.  Marmret  . . .   Hower 

Cai'oliiia \v"ry [. 

Melrose I'ike Kidley  Jt  .Sons. 

Kli/nlieth  .(ane.   Kivuil 

Hunter I'ike J.  .V  W.  Stewiirt. 

.M.iiy  Ann Wiiiser ,, 

IMiirfTiir^i Cniiiiniiis Job    Brothers    & 

Co. 

Alinii Wiiiser .MeHride  Jt  Kerr. 

Victoria KKclton I'.  Rcir.  rsoiuVSon, 

Hope Andrews lirookinic  Jt  Co. 


m\m 


MP 


10 


STATISTICS. 


h: 


I.'  i . 


;!^i 


XXIII.- -Salmon  Fishery,  1804. 


II    I; 


;v:: 


n'if. 


:f    . 


:f  !  : 


it 


111  what  Harbour. 


Puir  Hay 
liKJiaii  Ann 
Hiver  Kx|)li)ils 
1,(10  Hnv 
Malls  Ita.v 
Xcw  Jlay 
Nipjiers  Hiirlxiur 
Uound  Harlionr 
Indian  Knr.vin^r  I'l 
Slion  Covo 
I'llfto 

Tonlliiqnct 
(fiinilir  Hiiv 
Indian  Hay 
l''r<>sli\vatiT  Hay 
rnmtr 

-New  llarlionr 
Kiiiilisli  Harlunr 
Tn  iiassfv 
St.  Mary'.- 


Merchants  and  Planters  by  whom 
it  is  carried  on. 

Tierces 
caught. 

Pr  ice  por 
Tierce. 

Henjaniin  liPslcr  &  Co. 

J)(>.              do. 
Harry  Jlillor          .... 
tlol  n  Creasy 
(ieoiw  Bflwsell,  senr. 
(i'ortre  Uowsell,  junr.,  an<l  Rd.  liidout- 
.Ino.  Noiile  mid  .liio.  Itidont 
Cox  and  Kiiiind       .... 
Adams  and  Palmer 
A. 'I'ilsey  and  Win.  Shepherd 
.1.  Slade,  H.  Lester  &  Co..  \i\.  Kennedy - 
Snndry  iilanters 

Thomas  Street        .... 
Pen.  Lester  &  Co. 

Do.        do. 
Sir  J.  Ijester  and  George  (iarland 

Do.                  do. 
Sniidry  iiii.abitants 
Michael  Kearney 
Win.  I'hippard  \  Co.  and  Sjmrricr 

35 
22 
ilO 
(1 
46 
li» 
70 
10 
1!0 
12 

117 

2.'>0 

70 

80 

1 

33 
25 
32 

1:'!) 

6S«. 

iOs. 
60». 

40,'». 

l.ll'T 

— 

A  quantity  of  salmon  has  been  cauKlit  in  Foitune  Uny,  of  which  no  particular  account  huii  been  received. 


XXIV.-Salmou  Fishery,  1814. 


Exjiorts  of  Saliiioii,  &c.  for  the  under- 
mentioned Years — cont. 


Trinity  Bay. 

'1  lerces 
caught 

Prices. 
,». 

Mil 

Year. 

1 

Salmon. 

Herring, 

Mackerel, 

Fur 

Skins. 

Ijiiflish  Ilarlinni 

lionaventure 

111 

.Sll 

Tierees. 

Barri'ls. 

Cn.sks. 

No. 

II.arisDeliu'lit 

IH 

HO 

1H33 

2,.1(!4 

2,271 

140 

■3,21« 

New  lliirluim* 

12 

— 

IMS(! 

1.'i47 

l,.-i34 

7!» 

2,!151l 

Honavista  (no  retnrnl 

— 

— 

1S37 

2.2112 

5,sl5 

None 

— 

Fo^:o         .... 

UK> 

nn 

cau;:ht. 

Straits    of    Belle      I.sle     and 

— 

— 

1S3S 

4.  M)S 

15,270 

4 

2,200 

l.aliiador. 

1H3!) 

2,1122 

2ll.S(IO 

None 

3,815 

Knirlish  Point    - 

212 

— 

caught. 

Kiver          Ksiiuiinaux         and 

•:o:) 

IS  10 

3,3!lii 

I4,0S(i 

do. 

3,083 

St.  :\lo(lesle. 

ISH 

;).'•.  12 

iP.ll.S."l 

do. 

2,325 

Francif  llailmnr 

l.Vl 

— 

1SV2 

4,7l,-. 

13.s;ili 

do. 

— 

Sanihvieb  Hay 

1,110" 

— 

IS  13 

4,(«S 

ti.'ltil 

do. 

— 

lilaek  Hay 

70 

— 

ISt-t. 

3,7.');t 

13.11(1 

do. 

2.281 

Mallle  Harbour 

40 

ist.5 

3,.-il5 

2(l.!tli3 

do. 

2,037 

MaltllewC.pVe     - 

3(1 

— 

ts|(i 

"1.2111  ills. 

12,1  HI 

do. 

2,.-.75 

Ciil"' Chailes 

711 

— 

1S17 

1,!I17 

iMMIS 

do. 

3,0.-3 

Wall  island 

l.-| 

— 

IstS 

3,s22 

13.S72 

(hi. 

3.1)03 

Cani|i  Ishinil  - 

tlii 

— 

ISIll 

-i.'.m 

ll,t71 

do. 

2,106 

llawkes  Hay      -           - 

2:111 

— 

ls,-,(l 

3,  HIS 

l!l,.').5(i 

do. 

— 

writ 

4,37.-1 

3(1,2.')!) 

do. 

2,.')26 

Caught  liy  iiihabitaiit 

s  with  net 

s. 

1S.V2 

4,114s 
Value  in$. 

42.715 
Value  in  6. 

do. 

XXV.— Exports  of  Salr 

aoii,  &c. 

for  the 

lS(iO 

ill,33(> 

— 

— 



under-mentione 

d  Yeari 

3. 

l»i!5 
I.MiD 
Is70 

01  272 
8J,!ll.-. 

242,S(i4 

- 

— 

— 

Year.        Salmon.     Herrinir. 

Mackerel. 

Fur 

Skins. 

IS71 
IsTt 

— 

+49,8.38 
678,1 08 

— 

— 

1  S7.-1 
1S77 

H.-,mo 

,'i.''S,73(l 

z 

— 

''' " 

. — 

Tierces.      Hair  Is. 

Casks. 

No. 

1S7S 

— 

2():l,2!Mi 

— 

— 

1S17 

S.s.'-.S            1 ,7Jii 

till 

4.S2(» 

ISSII 

— 

220,1011 

— 

-- 

ISIS 

l.ilti.i            l.iiiil 

1,1. -.s 

3.ii7r. 

Issl 

.... 

2(lii,.M(i 

— 

— 

ISIH 

2.12.')             t.iiiW 

7S0 

2,217 

1sSl> 

— 

171,14.-. 

— 

1820 

1.733            3,233 

Herring  S 

2, 1S2 

lss3 

— 

1S3,24I 

•■- 

— 

Maeki'iel 

I'St 

— • 

174,145 

— 

— 

isn 

1,777     :           520 

71x1 

.3,211 

ISS.-i 

(U.llU 

1 12,211 1 

--- 

— 

ls22 

2.Hfll     ■           .'iO.') 

!I23 

.■).!P31 

1  SS(! 

(13,11"!) 

08,028 

~ 

— 

1V2'1 

2.2  til               333 

430 

3,;i(;(l 

1SS7 

r.i.n2i) 

11(1,120 

— 

— 

ls2t 

1.1127               3  HI 

3.-,7 

2,ilS4 

ISSS 

s2,n.no 

2,-)5,05S 

— 

— 

is-.'n 

2.!i.-iS               2il.-i 

.■iliO 

3,.-)li5 

ISSII 

71,7.3(1 

21,5,247 

— 

— 

1S:'(! 

3.172               2)7 

7.-.2 

ls!;is 

!li),:t5S 

241,208 

— 

— 

ISlilt 

4,310  bis.  1          !17ll 

021  bis. 

4.(185 

IN!I| 

S(I.3I1 

77,1141 

— 

— 

IS30 

4,322     ;        I..52t 

nco 

- 

ISI12 

37, 1  i5 

2l2,(i7S 

— 

— 

1^31 

2,7r.3   1     3.;i(i.-, 

!ll(i 

CMS.-, 

IS!  13 

45,008 

227, 178 

— 

ls32 

2,72n     '       3,2 -.-J 

(;:!.") 

t3.3H 

Tierces 
caught. 


35 
22 

!H) 

(i 

4,5 
1!) 
70 
111 

liO 


Piicepor 
Tiorce. 


6fi«. 


la 

. 

xr, 
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L'.-)0 

80s. 

70 

81) 

— 

1 

ms. 

Ji.'i 

— 

2.T 

— 

32 

40». 

U'i) 

— 

1,117  — 

ount  lia»  been  received. 

!cc.  for  the  uoder- 
irs — cont. 


a.  Mackerel. 


Fur 
Skins. 


Casks. 

14!) 

79 

None 
caii;;lit. 
4 

None 
caught. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

tlo. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


No. 
3,210 

a.Dol) 


2.200 
3,815 

2,325 


2.281 
2,037 
2,.-.7.5 
3,0,')3 
3.!)n3 
2,106 

2,.')26 


xxvr. 

Vessel's  Name. 


STATiSriCS. 


-Vesaels  built  in  Newfoundland,  1804. 


71J 


Capclin  Boy 

JIary 

Brothers 

Biu;e  Horse 

IVfai'y 

i**isters 

-Afusquitto 

Brothers 

liiifiistry    - 

A.Iveiitiirc 

Fly     - 

Bclsy 

William 

Industry 

John 

Bc!le      - 

Mary 

Fttbon 

Flora 

Cabot      - 

"Hcnjiimiii    - 

Fanny 

Victor 

Hope 

Stork 

Trepasse-    • 

John 

Cliani'o 

Alicia 

Marianne 


_- 

—  .. 

How  rigacd. 

Toiniage. 

WIlOK!  built. 

Slonp 

31 

Capclin  Bay 

Schooner 

;«) 

St.  .Tohn's. 

Do. 

4'i 

Cupids. 

Do. 

51 

St.  John's. 

Do. 

45 

Bare  Need. 

Do. 

44!                1 

Conception  Baj. 

Do. 

31 

Hriirns. 

TiUgKcr 

40 

Belle  Isle. 

•Schooner 

701 

Cnrb  meiir. 

Do. 

44 

D). 

Do. 

71 

Western  Biiv, 

Do 

.18                   ' 

Belle  Isle. 

Do 

mi 

Hriifus. 

Do. 

4!) 

Bny  Knberts. 

Do. 

4« 

'I'iltoii  Ilarbiiur. 

Do. 

li!) 

('lodes  Sound. 

Do. 

31 

Holyrood. 

Do. 

ii7i 

Hearts  Content. 

Do. 

47 

Do. 

Brig 

80 

New  Hiubour. 

Do. 

173 

Trinily. 

Schooner 

!)4 

Bay  Des))uir. 

Do. 

.535 

Audierjie. 

Brig 

1321 

Trinil\. 

Do. 

l«7i 

Dn. 

Sclio<nier 

-.-i 

Trepnssey. 

Brig 

154 

Trinity. 

Schoojior 

32 

Bonavista. 

Ship 

2,'i2 

Great  Thicentia. 

Do. 

19(1 

Bay  of  Islands. 

XXVII.  -Population,  Fishery, 
Shipping,  &c.,  1804. 


ilankers,  Enslish 

. 

i;i 

„         Newfoiindhmd   - 

. 

61 

Sack  ships    - 

. 

249 

Ships  from  the  N.  A.  Colonies 

- 

ICK 

West  Indies 

- 

:i8 

U.  States      - 

- 

ai 

Passengers  fioni  En<rluiid  - 

_ 

I  (■,;! 

Ireland 

- 

44H 

.lersev     - 

- 

40 

(  XXVIII.  -Exports.  &c.,  1813. 

Qtls. 
O.dfish— 'roSpnin.Portujrnl.andltaly  727,7,'lrt 


Xo.  of  boats  kept  by  inhabitants  in 
tlie  fishery  -  .  . 

Quintals  ^f  Fish  caujjlit. 

Hy  Knglish  bankers 

Newfoundland  bankers   - 
iahabitauts  - 


2,070 


Total 

Stages 

Private  dwelling-houses 

Public  houses 

PopuUitioii  ill  summer 
Protestants 
li.  Catholics 
Population,  St.  .John's 
Private  bouses 


t^tls. 

-  •_';!,(;5() 

-  .54,U.'50 

-  031,1184 

-  (K  !),tiH  I 

1,870 
.'5,40.1 


12,;m:) 

8,0:}.5 

7, .300 

700 


Ilritis'n  Kiiroiie  - 
,,  WfSt  Indies  - 
,,  British  America 


Siijiiion  expoited 

Train  oil  to  Hritish  Europe 

Seal  skins     .  -  . 

Seal  oil  made    - 
Value  of  seal  oil  madi' 
Furs  taken  by  inhabitiint-, 
III  friiek  with  Mie  Macs 

Prices. 

Fish,  nierchiintable,  per  qtl.  - 
Salmon,  per  tierce 
Train  oil,  per  inn 
Seal  oil,  per  tun  - 


Popiilatii-u. 


Protestants 
II.  Catholics 


.'iO.701 

11 9, .5;")  4 

14,, -189 

P1L>,18.» 

T'ieices. 
;i,,7(il 

Tuii' 
4,()->4^ 

Skins. 
l;i:i,84  7 

Tiiiis. 

L.IS.'i.V 
."jn.ic.i/" 

o8,-)/. 


S-2x. 
'J'ts 
30/. 
32/. 


17,179 
l.'),.-.7o 


32,749 
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XXXII.  —  Revenue  and  Expenditure 

Srior     to     the    introduction    of 
.epresentative  Government. 

RKVENUE     OF      NEWI'OIXDLANU     FROM 
(TSTOMS,  AND  PAYMENTS  TO  OFFICKRS. 


Vt'iirs 


])iitios. 


I'a.viiiciits. 


£ 

£ 

" 

1781 

1,047 

422 

17.S2 

474 

■S(t:i 

I7,s;i 

727 

831 

17St 

- 

223 

849 

1785 

. 

a9B 

410 

178(1 

. 

R2e 

410 

l7-(7 

- 

KII6 

469 

i;hs 

*« 

880 

17.S!t 

i.^m 

4IS 

17im 

1,01)4 

489 

1791 

■ 

428 

381 

Total      - 

7,i:ii 

4„'i!l4 

X.II.—'<  he  salaries  of  the  olficcrs  weip  larifolv 
iiirrt'nscd  by  seizures,  (|iiitp  I'qual  lo  llieir  salaries. 
The  valueot  the  seizures  for  the  perioil  aiiioiinled  lo 
i.'l,y4!l  lis.  1(/.,  out  of  wiiieli  llii!  Kiiiw  reeeived  one 
tliiiil,  the  reiiiaiiuler  lieiiiK  distributed  aiiio:i)rst 
the  Ousliiiii  House  ollicers.  Tlie.v  also  reeeived 
large  fees.  At  this  period  tliiMV  were  no  duties 
levied  on  KuKlish  goods  or  on  Inolas^es  or  rum,  &c. 
inipoi ted  from  the  British  ])08sessions  in  tlie  West 
Indies.  The  tux  on  foreign  rnin  and  molasses  was 
only  lirf.  per  gallon.  Tliis  duty  is  the  celebrated 
"Molasses  Duty"  that  raised  such  an  outery 
aiiioii||Cst  New  Knglanders.  and  iiulireetly  led  to  the 
American  llevolution.    This  eharge  gave  a  virtual 


inono|)oly  of  the  rum  ami  molasses  business  to 
.lainaiea,  Jte.  There  was,  however,  a  great  deal  of 
sniuygjiug;  largo  quantities  of  foreign  nun  were 
imiiorted  as  "  RiMil  .Tainaiea,"  like  thi>  "  Fure 
Havai  uah  "  made  by  the  Hatnbuigli  Jew  pedlar, 
and  pawned  olt  on  an  uusiispeeting  publie  as  a 
geiMiine  article;  so  all  lirilish  Xortli  Auierica  was 
supplied  with  mor£  licpKa' under  the  nniue  of  ••  Kuio 
Old  .Jamaica"  than  the  Island  could  ever  havn 
produiv'd. 

DITIK.S    COM-Etn'ED     AT    THE    CUSTOM 
IIOI'SE,  NEVVFOI :n1)I,AM),  FROM  lsl.^22. 

[Rum,  British  West  Indies.  (W.  |M'rgall.i  loieign. 
I«.  <>d.  per  gall.  Wines.  French  and  Spanish, 
■",  per  tun  ;  Portuguese,  I(l,«.  per  I  uu.  i 


is  . 

a. 

I 

' 

i 

British 
I       I.  Rum 

II 

■i. 

-  ? 
1 

s* 

1 

•7. 

-1 

■i 

isi;i 
1S14 
|vir. 

ISKi 
1S17 

INIS 
ISl!) 
1820 
1S2I 
1822 

Total 


£ 

£ 

£ 

12,721 

80« 

lH.<i 

KI.Mid 

ti.ifia 

.'-.7 

l(l.!t20 

;i,n7(» 

50! ) 

IU,:J4!i 

i..5;i!) 

(W 

2,:i7;{ 

81)7 

122 

8.(ill8 

1,21(1 

!)7 

ti.o'.tl 

L.'iilO 

153 

!l.t4li 

2,207 

afi 

ll,:iOS 

8.14 

412 

4  r,->->. 

1147 

148 

s.-,,;k;8 

l!>,nS2 

2,3s<; 

£  '  £ 
lo:i  1.IKI7 
2:111  !lt2 
-.31  8IU 
lU  1.171 
37  781 
ISj  1,023 
01;  I, .'51 18 
7!il  1, 5!  18 
8.1 1  1. 280 
221  1,200 


£  ' 
23 


2S!I 
100 


40 
29 
01 
38 


£  I 

207 


£ 

!i;i!i 

,174 
.ll.Vt 

oni 
,122 

•iii7 
.900 

m 

(139 

■.s7 


»3s|ll,ftS7  ♦S.'iS    207  I22(I0'< 

t 

*  i.111  added,  duty  on  sundry  articles. 
+  i;.">7 4  added,  duty  on  sundry  arliele.s. 

The  Cr.lleetor's  salary  was  i'MU  O.*.  Irf. ;  fees, 
£l.ryM  Us.  2(1.  Comptroller's  .salary,  t?73  lli.v.  iW.  ; 
ffes,  il,.'i47  (is.  Surveyor's  salary,  i2.1 ;  fees, 
£739  8,<.  r>(l.  Landing  Waiter's  saliirv,  iX,-.  fees, 
±li-)7  14.V.  III/. 

.Note  oil  the  duties  collected  in  Newfoundland 
from  1SI3  22:— 

Hum  was  (1(7.  per  gallon  from  B.  W.  Indies, 
l.s'.  (W.  from  otliL'r  parts  not  English.  .Molasses.  1,/. 
Iicr  gallon.  Sugar  from  English  W.  Indies  was 
"iv.  pir  owl.:  foreign,  22s.  Uritish  I'laiilatioii 
colTee,  7s.  per  ewt.;  foreign  eoll'ee.  ,t2  19s.  Or/,  jier 
ewt.  I'orlugnese  wines  from  our  allies,  los.  per 
Inn;  French  and  Spanish  wines,  .C7  per  tun:  this 
was  iiroteetion  with  a  vengeance.  Noti'  the 
tremendous  falling  olt  in  the  iiiifnrluniite  ,vear  l.s!7. 
.Nc.ariy  all  tin.,  revenue  was  iii;ele  out  of  rum. 

XXXIII.-Civil  List,  1815. 

SALARIES  ANIJ  .\LI.OW.\.\('E8. 

Oovei'uo,'      -...-. 

(Governor's  Seeretar.v 

Cliirf  .lustice  -'         • 

t'lerl;  Supreme  Court 

M:irslial        ----.. 

(iiloler        -  -  •  -  . 

Supreme  siirregate  .... 

Seven  surrogales  at  li'l/.  p.  r  iiiiuiim 

.Judge  of  the  ,\dmiralty 

Naval  ollici'r  -  -  •  ■  - 

Surveyor  of  liinds  -  -  -  . 

Srhoulmaster  -  -  -  -  . 

.Mlowam-e  to  the  sheriff 

To  .Jiilin  Oirdeii.  I'sii.,  late  Chief  .lustiee,  in 

eousider!:t]:-n  ot  his  loi.g  services,  and  of 

his  inlirin  stale  of  health  -  . 

.^  lluwance  to  the  clerk  to  the  secretarv   - 
Agent  •  -  .  .  '. 

To  the  .Society  for   the  I'ropagation  of  the 

Go.spel  in  aid  of  the  exiieuses  of  the  Society 

in  >ewf<iuoillnnd 
On  account  ot  fees  for  receipt  anil  audit 
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STATISTICS. 


Tlip  fixpcnditnrn  of  Hip  Oovcmmont  under  tlio 
Admiral  Oovcrnors  before  Si'-  Tlionms  Coch  aiie's 
time  was  modcrnte. 


Governor  .  .  .  - 

Secretary     ..---■ 

Clerk  in  secretary's  olllcc     -  .  . 

Chief  Justieo  .  .  .  .  . 

J  udifc  of  the  Vice-Admimlty  Court   - 

Sheriff  --..-- 

Clerk  Supreme  Court 

Surro)?tttes,  seveu,  iit  60/.  ciu-h 

Chief  Magistnite  St.  Johu'a  • 

Ordinary  relief  of  thr  poor,  police  exreiulilure, 
repairs,  &c.  roails 


£ 

1,0110 

isa 

fiO 
1,000 

BOit 

.  252 

70 

420 

2110 

i.rs-) 

f5.220 


The  whole  expenditui-e,  exehu.  j  of  relief  after 
the  liics  of  1817,  &c.,  averajced  4;.'i,220  per  niinum. 

These  figures  are  tiikeu  fiom  the  acco\uits  of 
Sir  Charles  Hamilton.  ISl'.t.  Prior  to  this  date,  the 
expenditure  was  much  smaller,  ag  all  the  ollicial 
salaries  were  nuicli  lower. 

The  salary  of  the  rJovcrror  was  first  raiseil  to 
3.000/.  on  the  appointuu^nt  of  Sir  Thomas  (lochraiie. 
Former  Admiral  (iovcruors  had  their  pay  as 
Admirals  and  Commanders-iu-Chief  ns  well  as  their 
salaries  as  Govern  )rs. 


XXXIV.— Expeniiiture. 

Prior  to  grant  of  Local  Legislature. 

£ 
>  ..ivernor 
Colonial    secretur 

Covincil 
Two  clerks  in  secretary's  olllco 
Ollice  keeper  Ho/.,  u\cssehger  ■:)"/. 
Siirvevor-tJenenil 
Chain  man  to  Survt^yor-Genernl 
Colonial  agent 

School  of  Industry,  St.  .Tohn's 
Newfoundland  School  Society 
School  in  Conception  Hay    - 
JIaking  fi.sherv  retnres    - 
Customs  Establishment 


aiul    clerk    to 


.3,000 

700 
400 

!t^ 
300 

1,5 
.300 
104 
100 

25 

5<> 
4, 108 


Judicial  Drpnrtment— 

ChielJusticj   -              ■  •  1.200 

Two  A.ssistant  Judges       -  -  l,l(iO 

Attorney  General           -  -  4.")0 

Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  -  400 

'ihree  clerks.  Circuit  Courts  -  (130 
Crier  ot   Supreme    and    Central 

Court.s       -        -        -        •  .  20 

High  Sheriff     -               -  •  BI3 

Labrador  Court  .Judge      ■  -  700 

Clerk.  20"/.,  sheriff,  l."!"/.       ■  -  3')0 

Two  constables.  20/.  ea<'h  -  -  52 

Judge  ot  Vke-Adiuiralty  Court  -  500 


Police  EstaMishmcnt  - 

Chief  Magistrate            •  -  3«0 

Two  Police  .Magistrates       -  -  320 

Nine  constables      -           -  320 

Jicclesinsticnl  JJcpcirfmcnt— 

Archdeacon      ■                -  •  'fOO 

Fiv(^  lay  readers        -           .  -  05 

Catholic  Bishop's  allowaiue  •  75 

Pension.— Vi'..:.    Artnstrong,  late 

Alarshal  Supreme  t;onrt  ■  50 
Mrs.  Wescott.  wifeofliite  .\ttor- 

ney-Genenil         -           •  -  !*•"> 


!),.50l 


,235 
16,82i» 


1,00" 


440 


HO 


Ciiii/iiigcncies— 
Civil  Department  •  -  S88 

JiiilicinI  Dcpartmoi/ — 

Expenses  of   civil  and  criminal 

jirosecutions        -           -           .  cni. 

Circuit  Judges  on  Circuit    •  300 

Labrador  Court              -              .  270 

Fuel  and  light       ....  oi 

Stationery  and  printing    •           •  i32 
Gaol  expenses,  dietary,  medicines, 

me<lical  attendance        -  747 
Washing           -               ■              -20 

Coroners' accounts          •             -  131 

Attorney-General's  fees    •           -  2.'>o 

2.054 

Miscjjr.r.ASEoua  Kxri^NDiTt'itE. 

£  £ 

Expenses    of  supportina   paupers, 

orphans,  and  bastards       .  -         780 

Supporting   and   lodging   of   sick 

pa  opera  -  -  -        -  257 

Medical  attendance  on  do.  -  -         20ii 

Kxix'uses  of  providing  pa.ssages  for 

|)aui)ers.  &c.    -  -  -        -  i!0 

Exposes  of  making  and  repairing 
pul)li<'  rondg  -  -  -         3.')0 

R*'l'airs  and  presenation  of  public 
buildings         ....         ff.n 

R<>pairs  ol  bridges  and  (iovern- 
ment  fences  -  -  .54 

Other  incidental  charges  .         .505 

Total  expenditure,  1S31  - 


1 ,2!»n 


l,fifi3 
t'23,204 


-Vo^r.  During  this  period  the  whole  revenue  of 
this  (^)lony  seems  to  nave  been  expended  in  the 
payment  of  enormous  sali-'ies  to  such  oHhrinls  as 
the  Jndue  of  the  Labrador  Court,  £700  sterlinic  a 
year,  wliilst  £350  was  expended  on  all  the  roads  iti 
the  Colony.  The  care  bestowed  by  the  new  I,egi3- 
lanue  on  roads  was  in  marked  (Contrast  to  the 
policy  of  t.heir  predecessors. 

Ro.\D  Expenditure  ix  Coiont  dt  First 
LE(USL.\IUKK,  lH33tolS37. 

1834. 

£ 
500  on  roads,  north  and  south,  appropriated. 
43  towards  paying  Henry  Thomas  for  opening 
the  i-oad  to  Brookfield. 
1,200  seed  potatoes. 
400  roads  in  St.  John's. 
50      do.      St.  Mary's. 

£i.200 

Tr(>Hsiu'y  Notes,  £5,600  steiling,  to  hear  interest 
at  li  per  cent. : 

£ 
20  at  100 
50  at    50 
'44  at    26  for  public  improveiuiMits, 

1835. 
£ 
450  for  competent  persons  to  lay  out  roads. 

1.010 

£i.(t!M) 

183G. 
£7,.539  7».  for  roads. 

1837. 

The  large  sum  |of  £10,801  for  new  roads  and 
improvements. 
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XXXV.-Climate  and  Soil. 

There  Ims  been  a  fierce  controversy  wngcd 
over  the  climate  iind  soil  of  pur  isluiid.  I  am 
not  writiiif;r  a  (joverninent  ffuide-book,  and  I 
tlierefore  state  definitely  that  Newfoundland 
does  not  rejoice  in  the  bahny  airs  of  ( "alifornia, 
and  her  soil  is  not  eciual  to  the  black  loam  of 
Manitoba.  On  the  other  hand,  old  Terra 
Nova  is  not  a  barren  waste  and  howling 
wilderness,  and  her  temperature  is  by  no 
means  arctic.  On  the  east  coast,  where  there 
has  been  the  earliest  settlement  and  most 
cultivation,  the  earth  is  frequently  thin,  with 
underlying  gr;;vcl.  This  naturally  poor  soil 
is  wonderfully  productive,  grasses  and  all 
vegetables  grow  with  astonishing  ((uickness. 
Connoisseurs  declare  that  the  Newfoundland 
peas,  beans,  turnips,  potatoes,  cabbage,  and 
cauliflower,  arc  the  sweetest  and  the  richest 
they  have  ever  tasted.  Wheat  has  been 
ripened  over  and  over  again  ;  barley,  oats,  and 
all  leguminous  plants  come  to  perfection.  The 
greatest  drawback  to  our  climate  is  the  tardy 
and  uncertain  spring,  caused  by  the  presence 
of  ice  on  the  coast.  The  summer  is  always 
delightful,  and,  except  in  the  extreme  north 
of  the  island,  there  is  generally  no  severe 
weather  before  Christmas.  During  the  winter, 
when  the  cold  is  much  less  severe  than  either 
in  Canada  or  Maine,  there  are  a  few  very 
extreme  days,  and  a  few  snowstorms,  but 
very  seldom  a  continued  hard  frost.  We  are 
quite  free  from  the  violent  thunderstorms  and 
tornadoes  that  devastate  otlier  countries.  We 
have  no  venomous  reptiles.  The  hardy,  robust 
appearance  of  our  stalwart  fishermen,  the 
blooming  completions  of  o\ir  girls,  all  bear 
testimony  to  the  healthiness  of  our  sea-girt  isle. 
On  the  west  coast,  after  Cape  Kay  is  tt.rned, 
there  is  some  excellent  land  about  the  Codroy 
Valleys  and  St.  George's  Hay;  with  the  rudest 
and  most  primitive  farming  fine  crops  are 
raised.  That  a  large  portion  of  Newfound- 
land is  rocky  and  barren  is  unfortunately  too 
true ;  both  Nova  Scotia,  New  Hrunswick, 
Maine,  and  Canada,  also  contain  some  of  the 
most  biirren  and  sterile  soil  in  the  world. 
Our  country  has  been  condemned  because  the 
rocky  and  sterile  parts,  the  haunts  of  the  deer- 
stalker, are  known,  whilst  large  portions  of 
the  good  soil  lies  tip  river  valleys  and  amidst 
forests,  mostly  unexplored  and  unknown 
except  to  the  surveyor  and  the  lumberer. 
Newfoundland  contains  many  fine  stretches 
of  grazing  lar.d.  Even  about  the  compara- 
tively shallow  soil  of  Avalon  cattle  and 
sheep  become  wonderfully  fat  and  flourish- 
ing. The  truth  about  the  country  lies 
between  the  pictures([ue  eiithusiasin  of  our 
own  writers  and  the  Heree  depreciation  of 
some  Knglish  and  Atr.erican  travellers,  who, 
from  hasty  observalion  of  the  most  unfavour- 
able portions,  have  cursed  the  whole  country. 

XXXVI— Timber. 

Whatever  ((iiestions  may  arise  about  our 
soil,  there  can  be  no  question  about  our  forest 


wealth  ;  the  best  answer  to  ull  our  detraetors 
is  the  prico  of  our  pino  lumber  in  London, 
Newfoundhind  yellow  pine  fetching  the  very 
highest  price  in  that  market.  The  principal 
varieties  of  our  forest  timber  are  : — 

White  I'ine,  Yellow  or  lied  I'ine,  Scrub 
Tine,  Ulack  Spruce,  White  Spruce,  Ked  Spruce, 
Fir,  called  here  Var;  Lurch,  called  Hackma- 
tack in  New  Brunswick,  Tamarack  in  Canada, 
and  very  erroneously  Juniper  in  Newfound- 
laud, 

White  Birch,  Yellow  Birch,  called  Witch- 
hazel ;  Black  Birch,  Low  and  Alpine  Birches, 
two  inferior  varietier 

White  Ash,  Black  Ash,  Mountain  Ash  or 
Bowan  Tree,  called  here  Dogwood. 

Balsam  Poplar  or  Balm  of  Gilead,  Aspen 
I'oplar. 

Willow  in  several  varieties,  Alders,  Choke, 
and  Wild  Cherry. 

XXXVII.— Mines  and  Minerals. 

The  mineral  wealth  of  Newfoundland  has 
only  been  developed  very  partially.  Large 
deposits  of  copper  have  been  found  principally 
in  N6tre  Dame  Bay.  Whilst  so  much  of  the 
country  is  unsurveyed,  ii  U  only  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  there  is  much  latent  wealth  over 
a  wide  and  unknown  area,  displaying  much 
the  same  geological  formation  as  Tilt  Cove 
and  liett's  Cove  Mines.  ]';vcry  facility  is 
given  to  explorers  ;  licence  fees  to  secure  a 
large  mining  area  are  only  ^20.  Valuable 
information  inin  be  obtained  on  the  subject  of 
our  mineralogy  from  the  yearly  geological 
reports  furnished  to  the  Government.  The 
following  account  is  taken  principally  from 
Mr.  Howley's  Geography. 

The  metals  and  economic  minerals  known 
to  exist  in  Newfoundland  are  as  follows  : — 
Gold,  found  only  in  traces  in  ([uartz  veins, 
and  associated  with  iron  ore  ;  native  silver  is 
found  in  Fortune  Bay.  Silver,  associated 
with  galena  ;  nickel  ores,  viz.,  copper  nickel, 
cloanthite,  and  millerite.  Copper  in  various 
forms,  viz.,  native  copper,  variegated  copper 
ore,  grey  and  yellow  sulphurets,  copper  py- 
rites, &c.  ;  galena,  or  sulphuret  of  lead;  gra- 
phite, or  plumbago  ;  molybdenum.  Iron  ores 
in  great  variety,  viz.,  magnetic,  chromic, 
specular,  iron  jiyrites,  or  sulphuret  of  iron, 
iron  sand,  hx-niatite,  vivianite,  or  phosphate 
of  iron  ;  manganese  and  zincblende,  coal,  and 
several  other  less  important  minerals.  Vari- 
ous other  inijiortant  substances,  such  as 
niaihles,  white,  black,  and  variegated,  lime- 
stone in  abundanee,  barytes,  gypvum,  shell 
marl,  kaolin  elay,  brick  clays,  rooting  slates, 
granites,  syenites,  serpentines,  san<l8t(uies, 
whetstones,  steatite,  asbestos,  petroleum,  Ike, 
and  many  others.  The  following  are  the  loca- 
lities where  the  more  important  of  these  sub- 
stances have  been  found.  Copper  ores,  at 
Shoal  Bay,  south  of  St.  .John's,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  St.  .John's  Town ;  at  Holyrood, 
Turk's  Gut,  and  Crow's  Gulch,  in  Conception 
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Buy  ;  at  Tickle  Harbour,  and  head  of  llaiuloiii 
Sound,  in  Trinity  Hiiy ;  at  Pit  Sound  Island 
and  Bloody  Bay,  Bonavista  Bay;  at  Twillin- 
gate  Island,  Trump  Island,  New  Bay  Head, 
I'illey's  Isliind,  Sunday  Cove  Ixlaiid,  Thri'c 
Anns,  Green  Hay,  Burton's  Bond,  Bt-tt's  Cove 
and  Tilt  Cove,  in  the  Great  liay  of  Notre 
Dame.  In  Minjrs  Bij^ht,  Hay  Vert,  or  Little 
Bay  ;  on  (Jroais  Island,  in  St.  Julieu  Harbour, 
in  Goose  Cove  and  Howe  Harbour,  Hare  Bay  ; 
in  St.  Mary's  Hay.  At  I'lacentia  Harbour, 
and  La  Manche,  in  I'lacentia  Bay;  at  Ben- 
noits  Brook,  Lewis  Brook,  and  Serpentine 
Kiver,  I'ort-ilPort  Bay,  and  neveral  other 
loculitie.s. 

Lead  is  known  to  exist  near  St.  .Tohn's 
Harbour;  in  Conception  May,  Trinity  Hay, 
St.  Mary's  Bay,  Placentia  Hay,  principally  at 
La  Manche  ;  in  Fortune  Bay,  Bay  Despair,  on 
the  west  coast,  at  Red  Boeks,  near  Cape  Hay  ; 
in  East  and  West  Bays,  I'ort-i\-l'or1,  and  other 
parts  of  Port-a-l'ort  Peninsula,  besides  various 
other  lociilities.  Iron  ores  are  fouiul  on  every 
siile  of  the  island,  and  in  all  the  bays.  A 
valuable  supply  of  the  finest  ore  is  now  being 
workeilby  a  Nova  Scotia  Company  at  Helle  Isle, 
Conception  Hay.  Nickel  is  almost  invariably 
found  in  the  serpentines  ;  but  has  only  been 
developed  in  workable  ([uantity  at  the  Union 
Mine,  Tilt  Cove.  Coal,  as  already  mentioned, 
in  St.  George's  Bay.  It  is  stated  to  exist  in 
workable  seams,  but  its  commercial  value  has 
not  yet  been  fully  ascertained;  some  of  the 
seams  are  on  the  new  lii.e  of  railway,  and  will 
be  opened  up  by  the  Construction  Company. 
Petroleum,  in  Port-ii-rort  Hays,  at  Cow  Head, 
and  Cape  Bouije  Peninsula;  (lypsum,  in  im- 
mense volume  in  St.  (ieorge's  Bay,  and  at 
(ireat  Codroy  River.  Excellent  roofing  slates 
in  Smith's  Sound,  and  on  Random  Island, 
Trinity  Bay ;  white  and  variegated  marbles 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Humber  Kiver,  at  Canada 
Bay,  and  other  plfices.  An  immense  deposit 
of  asbestos  is  now  being  worked  very  success- 
fully by  a  company  on  the  west  coast.  Build- 
ing stones  of  every  description  and  good 
(puility,  limestones,  &c.,  are  found  in  vast 
profusion  at  many  parts  of  the  island,  the 
latter  especially  on  the  north-eastern  and 
western  shores.  There  are  only  a  few  places 
where  the  more  valuable  ores  were  worked  to 
any  extent  so  far,  viz.,  at  the  Union  Mine, 
Tilt  ("ove,  and  at  Bett's  Cove  and  Little  Bay, 
Notre  Dame  Hay.  At  the  former  nickel  and 
copper  are  mined  to  a  large  extent  ;  at  the 
latter,  only  eo)i)er  as  yet.  Lead  has  been 
worked  at  La  ttiani'he  Mine,  Placentia  Bay, 
(ind  at  Lead  Cove,  Port-iVPort  Bay. 

XXXVin.-Sport. 

As  a  s])orting  country  Newfoundland  has 
no  rival  in  North  America.  The  whole  interior 
of  the  island,  un visited  by  man,  is  tlie  h(mie 
of  immense  herds  of  Cariboo  (Cenw.«  Tantn- 
dus),  a  species  of  reindeer  peculiar  to  this 
Colony.     Soon  pfter  the  birth  of  their  young, 


in  the  spring,  the  (Cariboo  herds  migrate  nortli 
and  return  again  to  the  milder  soutlutrn  coast 
in  the  autumn  ;  many  deer  also  remain  in  the 
woodlands  about  the  Gander  Ulver  and  other 
northern  streams  all  the  winter.  Throughout 
the  interior  the  deer-paths  abound,  even  the 
.stones  in  places  are  worn  smooth  by  tin;  count- 
less herds  who  have  been  making  their  pilgrim- 
age through  endless  years.  At  some  ))laces 
lakes  and  streams  he  aiM'oss  their  track.  At  one 
of  these  crossing  places,  (iander  Lake,  fifteen 
hundred  deer,  so  Garrett  Kelly  infornitd  some 
tourists  lately,  had  been  killed  ;  his  original 
statement  to  me  was  seven  hundred.  The 
very  best  deer  grounds  in  the  island  can  now 
be  reached  quite  easily  by  the  new  railway  or 
by  coastal  boats,  north  and  south.  With 
camp  and  canoe,  th(!  deer-stalker  can  be  trans- 
ported in  a  few  hours  to  grounds  that  for- 
merly could  only  be  reached  by  three  and 
four  days,  often  a  week,  of  most  laborious 
toil  and  travel.  Deer-stalking,  tlu!  sport  of 
princes  in  Europe,  the  common  occupation  of 
Newfoundland  fishermen,  re(|uiies  endurance, 
nerve,  and  straight  shooting  ;  w  itb  these  qnaiifi- 
cationsand  sufficient  leisure,  nowhere  in  .North 
America  can  better  si)ort  he  obtained.  Grouse- 
shooting  comes  next  to  deer-stalking  in  the 
Teria-Novian  sporting  bill  of  fari',andisa  most 
fascinating,  liealthgiving  amusement.  Whilst 
the  best  deer-stalking  is  at  the  north  aiul  west, 
by  far  the  most  extensive  moors  and  the 
largest  number  of  broods  are  fo\ind  in  the 
s,u!h-east  i)art  of  the  island,  Avalon  Penin- 
sula, St.  Mary's,  and  Placentia  Bay.  The 
local  game  laws  arc  well  observed,  and  by  the 
l.">th  September  grouse  are  generally  to  be 
found  in  fair  numbers ;  even  around  St.  .lohn's, 
ten  or  a  dozen  miles  from  the  capital,  bags 
of  eight  ana  ten  brace  are  made  on  the 
first  day  by  good  shots  and  liard  walkers.  K,ir 
successful  grouse-shooting,  next  to  straight 
powder,  the  most  important  factor  is  a  well- 
trained  seller;  with  these  concomitants  and  fine 
weather,  a  good  .Vewfoundland  barrens  affords 
glorious  sport.  I  have  heard  Admiral  Kennedy, 
R.X.,  a  very  prince  amongst  shooters,  declare 
that  he  preferred  the  wild  shooting  in  New- 
foundland to  any  other  sport  in  tlie  world. 
To  ensure  success  a  knowledge  of  the  habits 
of  your  game  is  also  essential.  The  grouse, 
u  semi-arctic  bird,  takes  no  heed  of  cold,  but 
is  extremely  sensitive  to  wet  and  north-east 
winds;  in  fogs  they  are  found  on  the  highest 
and  barest  rocks,  always,  as  the  fishermen 
.say,  "standing,"  on  the  alert,  hard  to  gel  at. 
There  are  two  distinct  species  of  grouse, 
the  Willow  Grouse  {'J'clrao  saliceiisis), 
and  ihe  true  Ptarmigan,  known  amongst 
the  fishermen  as  the  rock  partridge ;  this 
latter  bird  is  found  on  the  highest  and 
barest  hills,  west  of  Fortune  Bay.  It  is 
entirely  unknown  on  the  east  coast,  where 
the  ^^  illow  Grouse,  the  great  sporting  bird 
of  Newfoundland,  is  most  ribundant.  Resides 
grouse,  there  are  geese,  ducks,  and  suipe,  &c. 
Sahuon  fishing  haii  been  specially  good  during 
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the  season  of  1H94  ;  one  eommander  killed 
thirty  fair-sized  s»lm)u  and  grilse  lor  his  own 
rod  in  one  day.  Sea  trout  are  even  more 
abundant  than  salmon  in  some  streams  ;  th"y 
run  sniiill,  from  a  },  pniiiui  to  2  jiounds, 
but  in  all  the  good  rivers,  both  north  and 
south,  the  average  is  from  I  lb.  to  3^  lbs.  I 
have  never  seen  a  sea  trout  over  5  lbs., 
though  I  uniliistiind  tliey  run  much  larger  at 
Labrador,  up  to  7  lbs.  Urown  and  Iresh-water 
trout  are  of  all  sizes,  and  marvellously  abun- 
dant. Hecently  rainbow  trout  and  Loch  Levens 
have  been  introduced  ;  many  of  these  fish 
were  ciiuglit  this  season  near  St.  .John's  weigh- 
ing i  ll)s.  to  :,  lbs.,  and  one  fij  lbs.  (a  beautiful 
fish).  'Ihe  American  or  blue  hare,  as  it  is 
known  in  Scotland,  is  i  xtra<irdinarily  abundant. 
The  large  arctic  hare  is  common,  but  never  in 
large  numbers.  <  )ur  local  natural  history  is 
very  incfm]ilete.  A  go.id  catalogue  of  in- 
digenous plants  has  been  made  by  the  l{ev. 
Mr.  Waghoriie.  The  one  and  oiily  list  of 
birds  was  made  liy  Mr.  Henry  Ueeks',  l-'.L.S,, 
and  published  in  the  Ornithtduyisi ;  it  applies 
more  especially  to  the  west  coast  of  the  island. 
Valuable  notes  on  Newfoundland  natural 
history  were  also  made  by  I'hilip  If.  Gosse, 
but  have  not  been  published. 


Game  Laws  of  Newfoundland. 

For  \Vii.i,ow  (iiioLSK,  locally  iiaiiiec)  piirtraUo, 
and  otluir  vaiMeties  of  (crouso  ami  eitits  of  sniin' 
close  lime  licpiii.s  12th  January,  ends  l.-ith  ScipU-im- 
lier;  bmU,  however,  may  be  .sold  ufi  to  -J'nd 
.laiuiary,  provided  I  hey  are  shot  in  season, 

Ciiu.KW,  Pr.ovKii,  S.viPK,  or  oilier  wild  or 
iiiiuratiiry  birds,  oi-  etfgs  of  siimc,  close  time  12th 
.lnmiary  to  aitli  Aiiirust. 

Wu,n  Gkkse  limy  be  shoi  at  anytime  or  Iheir 
CKKs  taken. 

t'AHiiior,  close  lime-  isth  IVbruary  to  ir.tli 
('(iiilemlier. 

MoosK  or  Hi.K  (imported),  cIiko  tiiiio  10  years 
Irom  1st  .laiiuiiry  ISHii. 

Ottkh  and  Hiuvkh,  elo.sc  lime  1st  April  to  1st 
October. 

Rahiiits  and  Harks,  close  tiim'  1st  March  to 
l.)tli  September. 

.Salmon,  elo,e  lime  from  lllh  Seplembr  to 
.ioiii  .April. 

Thol'T,  liiiKl-Iocked  salmon  and  otlier  fresh  water 
ihIi  not  Id  be  taken  in  iiiiy  lake,  river,  or  stream, 
betwi'yn  l.lth  .September  and  aist  December. 

('ARiiior.  yutr.  I.icenee  is  required  bv  non- 
resulents  to  sb(H)t  deer,  lie  .JKiii ;  oiilv  live  stajts  and 
thivcdoes  eaii  be  killed  by  eacli  sjiortsman.  The 
licences  are  Kranted  ty  Justices  of  the  I'eace  and 
(  iistjiii  llouso  ollicers  in  the  form  prescribed  bv 
the  Act,  ' 
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Aliliott  anil  MIII.S.'ili,  .')ill. 
Acr: 

N  Hoiirv  VI.  c.  ii.,  a7. 

•J2  KdwiutI  IV.,  c.  \'..-lH. 

II  Hinr.v  VII.  c.  xxiii.,  ^M, 

I  Hnii.v  VIII.  r.  I.. -J?. 

.Tl  Henry  VIM.  c.  xi., :«. 

i  A  :i  lOdwiirii  VI.  I!,  vi.,  il3. 

n  i:ii/.iilH.|li  c.  V.  27,  UN,  (15. 

a;i  KiizuiN'ihc.  vil.,  an, /Ml. 

Oliailcs    1.    llu'own    out    by 
I'Oiils,  121,  I.'IH. 

laClmrli'dll.,  17;». 

ISCIiiirii's  ll.c,  xvi.,  17). 

10   William  III.  c.  XXV.,  223, 
2.l:l,  2117.  nil. 

(>iM)W5  II.  (17.'.ll),2lll». 

(iiM)rif(j  III,  (I7iin,  2!HI.  ;i2:|. 

It  (Jfuriii'  III,  c.  Ixxxiii.,  ;i2K. 

15  ( iiMjfKt..  ill.i'.  xxxi.,;iiii,;);i(!, 
.■IH. 

2il(Jw)rK0lir.c.  Mvi.,  ;)«5, 

;il  ( ifiiiw!  1 1 1   0.  ixix.,  SW. 

■'J2  (Ji'oiw  II  I.,  c.  xlvi.,  anil. 

H.'J  ( JeorKo  Ill.c.  Ixxvj.,  .'(nil. 

Ht  (Ji'oiKi'  III.  c,  Ixxvi.,  .IMV, 

Bl  (Hioixc  III.  c.  Ixxvi.,  .'isil. 

1  (ii'i)iKi'  IV.  r.  li..  Kill. 

.')  (Ji'iii'Kc  IV.  ('.  Ixvii.,  HJ:. 

WiUiuin  IV.  0,  Ixvii.,  121). 
Adiiins,  — ,  2.'i2. 
AUilisdii,  Rev.  Mr.,  i.'>l. 
AiJiiaviik,  (110. 
Afi it'll,  .Sierra  I/conc,  5'>T>. 
Ailik,  t'lipc,  .".III, 
AiliulKiut,  (!',  M.,  2(W. 
Al<ariiiivii,  S,,  17>. 
Alcxaiitler  Uiiy,  road  to,  fi2S. 

R.,  iKl.-j. 
Allan,  M.,  572. 
Allan  s,  Sir  Jl.,  lender  for  railwiiv, 

023. 
Alloy,  .Iiidw,  sm. 
Also|).  liriii  of,  ,'tS7. 

U.,iiii.j. 

14.,  &  (.'(P.,  mo. 

Alijlierst,  Sir  (J„  112-110. 

\'ai].  Will.,  ;t07. 

de.spiiti  lies,  112-11(1. 

Iiortniil  of,  :Sil(;. 
Anilrew.s  (.Miiipliy  &  (Jo.),  ti'.i'i. 

(apt.,  221. 

1)1  ins,  173. 
Aniiell.JJiW,  (iji). 

K.,  ;wi. 

Aiinnillo,  Cape,  :>5'J,  500,  5(11. 

Hills.  Ii2!i. 
Anspacli,  llov.  I..  A.,  ;t77. 
Aii.se,  Sablon,  587. 
AiithoiiK!,  — ,  ,')i).l,  (135. 
Apsey,  (J.,  fil7. 
Amial'ort.  view  of,  227. 
Arishcr,  K.,  301. 
Arehibald,  (J.  1).,  431. 
P'irtiait  of,  «2. 
Sir  E.  M  ,  4.S1, 439,  4-16, 4<iS,  40(1, 

475,  (l.tn,  (KW. 
portrait  of,  432. 
S.  G.,  4(10. 
Armstrong,  A.,  301. 
Aemy 

fortiHoations  at  Cupids,  120. 
jmwer  to  build,  1 13. 
Ht  Perryland   1,57. 
Kirktj's,  205. 
in  N.  in  1745,  2i»7. 
in  1780atSt.  John's,  34'J. 
troops  sent  to  St.  John's  in 

1097,  222. 
wintor  in  St.  John's,  223. 


AnMY    cunt. 

pietiii'i!  of    Kniflish  soldier  in 

1710,  221. 
troops  permanently  stationed 

at  Si.  John's,  221. 
faihire  of  ilie,  in  America.  2:«1. 
.Moody's  dofciico  of  St.  John's, 

242. 
Lloyd's   defonco  of    fh«!  oiit- 

ly(i(K  sutllements  In  17(13-0, 

2  to. 
onlonial  militia,  210. 
Collins'  eoiiimand.  2(9. 
troops  in  St.  John's,  207. 
ollleers  en«rossinK  trade,  207. 
lo<Mil  militia,  iOs,  209. 
local  militia  formed,  270. 
ii'ximeiil  raised  in  .'^'.,  271. 
recruiting  for.  in  .\.  290. 
troops  at  SI.  Johi'''   mill  I'la- 

(M'litia,  2SI3. 
looal  militia  reformed,  291. 
chiiri^h  aceoiiiiiiodalion  in  St. 

John's  for,  295. 
sketch    of   cannon    found    lit 

Louishoiiiv,  300. 
recaptiiro  of  St.  John's,  MM, 

412. 
ooili  itilles,  ;tos. 
.MontKoiiiery's      IliKlilanders, 

31 W. 
Friizer's  IliKlilanilera,  .'108. 
Uoyal  Seoleh,  IIH. 
troiilili'   witli   Karrison   at  St, 

John's  iiixl  I'laeintia,  .32S, 
soldii'i-s  iic(|uiri'  land,  3:10. 
cliaiifrc  of  regiments,  .'Wll. 
soldiers  fariiiinit,  311,  342. 
garri.son    of    St.    John's   and 

neinhboiirhooil,  3H». 
sedition  in  St.  John's,  S01,41S. 
Nova    Scotia,  jurisdiction   of, 

over.  \.,,'i05. 
troops  in  St.  John's  in  179 1-s, 

.'(OS. 
Royal  N.  ReKiinent,  ,308,  0.54. 
Xova  Scotia  Ue^tiinent,  3IH. 
volunteer  corps  formed,  ,'iN2. 
Ro.val    Newfoundland    Com- 
pany, 4.55. 
St.  I'ierre,  troops  at,  in  1794. 

375. 
duel  in  St.  Jolin's,  036. 
Kiirrison  withdrawn  from  St. 

John's,  0.59. 
AU.My   OlFICHHS: 

Amlii'ist,  Sir  <}.,  412  410. 
Col.  \V.,  307,  412  410. 
liorlrait  of,  .'iOtl. 
Haillii',  Ciipt.,414. 
Hiiriow.  Caiit.,  tit. 
lieniiet.  Col.,  107. 
lirady,  .Majoi,3U. 
Bruce,  (ieiil.,  4HS. 
Caninliell.  ('apt.    .S'ce. 
SI.  Genl.,  .182,  0,55. 
Cartwriuhl,  .Major  (i.    See. 
Darliiiif,  SirC.    .S'  e. 
I),  slioirow,  GcnI.,  107. 
Kl  ler,  Sir  (i.,  O.'iO. 
Klford,  Major,  202. 
I'awcett,  Col.,  529. 
^■•I'giisoii,  (!apt.,  412. 
Gibson,  Col.,  222. 
lilcdhill.  Col.,  282,  287. 
Grey,  Capt.,  488. 
Hilly.  Lt.  Col.    See. 
liandysido.  Lt.  Col.,  223. 
Harvey,  Sir  J.    See, 
Howe,  Genl.,  339. 
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I.'tlhuiii,  I.I.    See. 

I.:iw,  Col.     .Vw. 

I,'  .Marchanl,  Mir  J.  O.    See. 

I.illiiirne,  l,t.,  221. 

I.loyd,  .Major.     Sr. 

.Maxse.  Sir  H.,  313,  (100, 

McDonell,  Capt.     iVce. 

.Moody,  l,t.     .Sre. 

Moore,  M,,  Geiil.,  (155. 

Miiiruy,  Col..  382. 

.\orris,  Col.,  28(1. 

(I'llrii'ii,  Sir  r.  \.     ,SV)», 
Dxilvif,  It.,  (Jenl..  571. 

I'eaice,  Capt.     .S'rc. 

I'hilips,  l,t.,  209. 

I'hillpotts.  Lt.,  0,5(1. 

I'riiinle,  I  ol.,  311,0.52,  0.-«1. 

rynu,  Mr  H.,  170. 

Riyiior,  <'apt.  J.,  1.50,  178,  179. 

Reeves,  Col.  (J.,  (13il. 

Rieiiards,  .Major,  223,  2;i2. 

Itivi'rs,  Col.,  2.17. 

It  ille,  .Major,  43S. 

Rudkiii,  Cant..  030. 
•Sale,  Ll.  Col,  431,  137. 
Schuyler,  Lt.,  ;i09,  U3,  411. 
Skei'rcl,Col.    ,SV«. 
Skinner,  Col.    Sea. 
Sliipli'y,  Ool.,  107. 
Sutlicrland,  .Major.  412. 
'Iresdale,  Capt.,  188. 
'riioi'iic,  .Major,  ,574. 
Tomlinson,  Col.,  107. 
'I'oiigo,  Capt.  W.,  ,')82,  0.V1, 
Tucker,  Ool.,  417. 
'lulliUin,  l,t.  Col.,  412. 
Vaiii,,  Kiiifineer,  209. 
.\riiolirs  Cov^;,  road  to,  028. 
Arlhiir's  Mill.  021. 
Arnoi  t.    -.  382,  0.53, 
.\sh,  I''.,  301. 

family,  4."i'. 
Ashenhiii'.^l,  '1'.,  i,  1,3. 
Assises  llarlpoiir,  lilO. 
Augustine,  Labrador   Post  from, 

(108. 

Auk,  Great,  view  of,  283. 

Auten.  Capt.,  -IMK 

Ayloii,  L.  V.  lie,  43. 

Aylrod's,    John,    description    of 

riacentia,  185,200. 
Ayn^  Si.  Sous,  327. 

C.  R.,  308,  003. 
Azores  lariuer  discovers  Labrador. 

590. 


Back  Covo,  i'"-"^'    0,  028, 
Radcock,  \V.,  3(,1. 
ifiulKer  Hay,  road  to,  028. 

Brook,  029. 
Buillic,  (.'apt.,  414. 
Raine,   Johnston  &  Co,,  460,  493 
527,011,017. 

(LaiiK  Ji  Co.),;i87. 
Baird  J.,  327,  518,  350,  5.59,  501, 

portrait  of,  5^19. 

Mrs.  J.,  393. 
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Buleine,  239. 
Balfour,  Rev.  D.,  052. 
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I'Midll,  li.'iS. 

Coiiiiin'rciiil,  <!"iK. 
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Iiaiil\iiit;,  l.'iS. 
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IM.itrait  (if,  4!»2. 
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Jiaiiics,  .J.  |{..  .t  Ci).,  Kill. 

(Jimiicr-iiiasli'i',  :i.vJ. 
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.  |)Osition,  387. 
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)  Liibi-ntlor,  OH). 
Atlantic    telc- 

ion  of  n<li.  li'i'J. 
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XiiiiliiiiKh,  Capt.,  280.  284. 
Vane,  eii|;ineer,  200, 
VaiiKhaii.  Sir  W..  110. 137.  f 

colony,  boundaries  of.  llii. 

"  (iolden  Fleece."  1.3.1. 
Veilch.  J..  (1115. 
VeniMin  Island.  010. 

Tickle.  (117. 

Cape  Islands,  137, 
Veril  Poiiil.  ls|. 

Verds.  liay  lie.  17S.  232.  21(1.  •'■12 
2S(1. -.'HO.  ;tOI.4ils. 
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Vieinis.  (i..  map.  11. 
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WAntc,  R..  4.  IS. 
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.      D.  C. «». 
Wrlfh,  Cnpt.  M..  at  BoHton,  2«4, 

2IHI. 
AVrlsh  coloiiiHtH,  113. 
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Wilson  X  Co.,  400. 
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